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PREFACE.

By an act approved June 23, 1S74, Congress made an appropriation
"to enable the Secretary of War to begin the publication of the Official

Eecords of the War of the Eebellion, both of the Union and Confed-
erate Armies," and directed him "to have copied for the Public Printer
all reports, letters, telegrams, and general orders not heretofore copied
or printed, and properly arranged in chronological order."

Appropriations lor continuing such preparation have been made from
time to time, and the act approved June 16, 1880, has provided '-for

the printing and binding, under direction of the Secretary of War, of

ten thousand copies of a compilation of the Official Eecords (Union and
Confederate) of the War of the Eebellion, so far as the same may be
ready for publication, during the fiscal year"; and that " of said num-
ber, seven thousand copies shall be for the use of the House of Eepro-
sentatives, two thousand copies for the use of the Seuate, and one
thousand copies for the use of the Executive Departments."*

This compilation will be the first general publication of the military

records of the war, and will embrace all official documents that can be

obtained by the compiler, and that appear to be of any historical value.

* Volamee I-V distributed under act approved June 16, 1880. Tlie act approved
August 7, 1882, provides that—
"The volumes of the Official Eecordsof the War of the Rebellion shall be distributed

as follows : One thousand copies to the Executive Departments, as now provided by
law. One thousand copies for distribution by the Secretary of War among officers of

the Army and contributors to the work. Eight thousand three hundred copies shall

be sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organizations, and individuals as

may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and Delegates of the Forty-

seventh Congress. Each Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-six, and each

Representative and Delegate not exceeding tvrenty-one of such addresses, and the

volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time as they are published, until the pub-

lication is completed. Senators, Representatives, and Delegates shall inform the

Secretary of War in each case how many volumes of those heretofore published they

have forwarded to such addresses. The remaining copies of the eleven thousand to

be published, and all sets that may not be ordered to be distributed as provided

herein, shall be sold by the Secretary of War for cost of publication, with ten per

cent, added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the Treasury.

If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the same address, the Secretary of

War shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or Delegates, who have desiguated

the same, who thereupon may designate other libraries, organizations, or individuals.

The Secretary of War shall report to the first session of the Forty-eighth Congress

what volumes of the series heretofore published have not been furnished to such

libraries, organizations, and individuals. He shall also inform distributees at whose

instance the volumes are sent."
(m)



IV PEEFACE.

Tlie publication ^vill present the records in the following order of

arrangement:

The First Series will embrace the formal reports, both Union and Con-

federate, of the first seizures of United States pro])erty in the Southern
States, and of all military operations in the tield, with the correspond-

ence, orders, and returns relating specially thereto, and, as proposed, is

to be accompanied by an Atlas.

In this series the reports will be arranged according to the campaigns
and [several theaters of operations (in the chronological order of the

events), and the Union reports of any event will, as a rule, be imme-
diately followed by the Confederate accounts. The correspondence, &c.,

not embraced in the "reports " proper will follow (first Union and next

Confederate) in chronological order.

Tlie Second Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and
Ti-turns, Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war, and (so

far as the military authorities were concerned) to State or political

prisoners.

The Third Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and
returns of the Union authorities (embracing their correspondence with
the Confederate officials) not relating specially to the subjects of the

first and f;econd series. It will set forth the annual and special reports

of the Secretary of War, of the General-in-Chief, and of the chiefs of

the several staff cor])s and departments; the calls for troops, and the
correspondence between the National and the several State authorities.

The Fourth Series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and
returns of the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated for the
Union officials, as of the third series, but excluding the correspondence
between the Union and Confederate authorities given in that series.

EOBEKT K SCOTT,
Major Third Art., and Bvt. Lieut. Col.

War Department, August 23, 1880.

Approved

:

ALEX. EAMSET,
Secretary of War.
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CHAPTER XXX.

OPERATIONS IN NORTH CAROLINA AND SOUTHEAST-
ERN VIRGINIA.

AUGUST 20, 1862-JU5E 3, 1863.

sxjm:m:.a.e,y of thoe principa-L events.*

Aug. 20-Sept. 10, 1862.—Army of the Potomac embarks for Aquia Creek and Alex-
andria, Va. t

30, 1862.—Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith, C. S. Army, assnmes command of
the defenses of Eichmond, etc.

Skirmish near Plymouth, N. C.

31, 1862.—Skirmish at Franklin, Va.

Sept. 2- 3, 1862.—Expedition from Suffolk, Va.

6, 1862.—Attack on Washington, N. C.

9, 1862.—Skirmish at Williamsburg, Va.

17-20, 1862.—Operations at and about Shiloh, N. C.

19, 1862.—The Confederate Department of North Carolina and Southern

Virginia (Department of Virginia and North Carolina) consti-

tuted, under command of Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith.

Oct. 3, 1862.—Skirmish on the Blackwater, near Franklin, Va.

Affair on the Ulackwater. near Ziuii, Va.

1.5, 18()2.—Skirmish I'ear Carrsvillo, Va.
-'5, 1802.—Skirmish near Zuni. Va.

29, 186-.^.—Skii-mish on the Blackwater, Va.

31, 18G2.—Skirmish at Franklin, Va.

Nov. 1-12, 1862.— Expedition from New IJcrno, N. C, including skinnisbes (2d) at

Little Creek and Eawle's Mill.

8,1862.—Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, C. S. Army, assigned to command
of the defenses of Cape Fear River, N. C.

11,1862.—Demonstration on New Berne, N.C.

12-14,1862.—Operations about Snffolk, Va., including skirmishes (12th) at

Providence Church and (14th) at Blackwater Bridge, and

Zuni, Va.

16, 1862.—Skirmish at Gloucester Point, Va.

17, 1862.—Affair near Carrsville, Va.

18, 1862.—Skirmish at Franklin, Va.

Skirmish at Core Creek, N. C.

22,1862.—Destruction of Salt-Works in Matthews County, Va.

*0f some of the minor conflicts mentioned in tjjis "Summarjf" no circumstantial

reports are on file.

tSe« Series I, Vols. XI and XII.

I B ^-rVOL xyn;



2 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. K. VIRGINIA. [Chaf. XXX

Nov. 22, 18C2.—Reconnaissance from Williamsburg, Va.

25, 1862.—Capture of the United States steamer Ellis, New River, N. C.

Dec. 1, 1862.—Skirmish at Beaver Dam Church, Va.

2, 1862.—Skirmish on the Blackwater, near Franklin, Va.

8-12, 1862.—Reconnaissances from Suffolk to the Blackvcater and skirmishes at

and about Zuni,A'^a.

10, 1862.- Attack on Plymouth, N. C.

11-15, 1862.—Reconnaissance from Yorktown to Gloucester, Matthews, King and

Queen, and Middlesex Counties, Va.

11-20, 1862.—Expedition from New Berne to Goldsborough, N. C.

12, 1862.—Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey, C. S. Army, assigned to command of the
' Richmond defenses, etc.

17, 1862.—Reconnaissance to Diascund Bridge and Burnt Ordinary, Va.

22, 1862.—Skirmishes near Windsor and at Joyner's Ferry, on the Black-

water, Va.

24, 1862.—The Eighteenth Army Corps constituted, under command of Maj.

Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army.

27, 1862.—Skirmish at Elizabeth City, N. C.

28, 1862.—Skirmishes near Suffolk and at Providence Church, Va.

Jan. 7- 9, 1863.—Expedition from Yorktown to West Point and White House, Vu.

8-10, 1863.—Expedition from Suffolk toward the Blackwater, Va.

9, 1863.—Skirmish near Providence Church, Va.

13, 1863.—Expedition from Yorktown to West Point, Va.

17-21, 1863.—Reconnaissance from New Berne to Pollocksville, Trenton, Young's
Cross-Roads, and Onslow, N. C, and skirmishes (19th) at White
Oak Creek and (20th) near Jacksonville.

19, 1863.—Scout from Williamsburg and skirmish at Burnt Ordinary, Va.

27-28, 1863.—Reconnaissances on the Neuse, Dover, and Trent Roads, N. C.

30, 1863.—Engagement at Deserted House, or Kelly's Store, near Suffolk, Va.

Feb. 1-10, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne to Plymouth, N. C.

2, 1863.—Destruction of Salt-Works at Wale's Head, Currituck Beach, N. C.

5, 1863.—Skirmish near Olive Branch Church, Va.

0-21, 1863.—The Ninth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. William F. Smith, U. S. Army,
commanding, transferred from Army of the Potomac to Newport
News, Va.

7, 1863.—Skirmish at Olive Branch Church, Va.

Skirmish near Edenton, N. C.

10, 1863.—Skirmish at Batchelder's Creek, N. C.

12-13, 1863.—Expedition from Batchelder's Creek and skinni.sh (13th) at Sandy
Kidgo, N. C.

13, 1863.—Skirmish near Washington, N. C.

17, 1863.—Maj. Gen. Samuel G. French, C. S. Army, temporarily in com-

mand of the Department of North Carolina and Southern Vir-

ginia.

18, 1863.—Two divisions of Longstroet's corps ordered from Army of North-

ern Virginia to defense of Richmond.

23, 1863.—Engagement at Fort Caswell, N. C*
25, 1863.—Maj. Gen. Daniel H. Hill, C. S. Army, assumes command of trooi)s

in North Carolina.

20, 1863.—Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, C. S. Army, assumes command of

the Department of Virginia and North Carolina.

Mar. 1- 6, 1863.—Expedition from Now Berne to Swan Quarter, N. C, and skir-

raishoH (3d and 4th) near Fairfield and Swan Quarter.

*The United States steanjorsDacotab and Monticello engaged. See Annual Repoft

(f the Secretary' of the Navy, December 7. 1803,
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Mar. 6- 8, 1863.—Demonstration on Kinston, N. C, including skirmishes (7th) at
Core Creek and near Dover.

6-10, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne to Trenton, Pollooksville, Young's
Cross-Eoads, and Swansborongh, N. C.

7- 9, 1863.—Reconnaissance from Suffolk and skirmish (9th) nearWindsor, Va.
7-10, 1863.—Expedition froip Newport Barracks to Cedar Point, N. C.
7-14, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne to Mattamnskeet Lake, N. C.

8-16, 1863.—Expedition against New Berne, N. C, including skirmishes (13th-
14th) at Deep GuUy and attack (14th) on Fort Anderson.

10-13, 1863.—Demonstration on Plymouth, N. C.

13-16, 1863.—The Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, transferred from Newport
News to Suffolk, Va.

17, 1863.—Maj. Gen. Ambrose E.Bumside, U. S. Army, assumes command of

the Ninth Army Corps.

Skirmish near Franklin, Va.

19-26, 1863.—The First and Second Divisions, Ninth Army Corps, embark at

Newport News for the Department of the Ohio.

23, 1863.—Skirmish at Winfield, N. C.

24, 18p3.—Skirmish at Eocky Hock Creek, N. C.

25, 1863.—AflFair at Norfolk, Va.

29, 1863.—Skirmish at Williamsburg, Va.

30, 1863.—Skirmish near Deep GuUy, N. C.

3O-April20, 1863.—Siege of Washington, N. C, and pursuit of the Confed-

erate forces.

April 1,1863.—Lientenant-General Longstreet's command reorganized, to con-

sist of the Department of North Carolina (Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill

commanding), Department of Southern Virginia (Maj. Gen. S.

G.French commanding), and Department of Eichmond (Maj.

Gen. Arnold Elzey commanding).

Expedition from Yorktown to Smith's and Byrd's Plantations, Ware
Eiver, Va.

6, 1863.—Maj. Gen. E. D. Keyes, U. S. Army, temporarily in command of

the Department of Virginia.

Skirmish at Nixontou, N. C.

7, I865.—Expedition from Gloucester Point to Gloucester Court-House, Va.

9-14, 1863.—Operations against Gloucester Point, Va.

11, 18G3.—Skirmish at Williamsburg, Va.

11-May 4, 1863.—Siege of Suffolk, Va.

12, 1863.—Eeconnaissance from Gloucester Point to the vicinity of Hickory

Forks, Va.

16, 1863.—Affair on the Pamunkey Eiver, near West Point, Va.

27, 1863.—Expedition from Yorktown beyond Hickory Forks, Va.

27-May 1,1863.—Expedition from New Berne toward Kinston, N. C, and

skirmish (28th) at Wise's Cross-Eoads.

May 3, 1863.—Skirmishes at Ashland and Hanover Station, Va.*

4- 5,1863.—Skirmishes at Hungary Station, Tunstall's Station, llanovertown

Ferry, and Aylett's, Va.*

5, 1863.—Skirmish at Peletier's Mill, N. C.

7, 1863.—West Point, Va., occupied by the Union forces.

12-26, 1863.—Operations on the Seaboard and Eoanoke Railroad and skirmishes

(15th-16th) near Carrsville, Va.

15, 1863.—Capture of the steamers Emily and Arrow.

Expedition from West Point to Eobinson's Plantation, King and

Queen County, Va.

•Incidents of raid from Army of the Potomac. So© Series I, Vol. XXV.
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May 15-28, 1863.—Operations on the Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad and skir-

miahes Q7th) near Providence Church and (23d) at Antioch

Church and Barber's Cross-Roads, Va.
19-22, 1863.—Expedition from Gloucester Point into Matthews County, Va.
20-23, 1863.—Demonstration on Kinston and skirmishes (22d) at Gum Swamp

and (23d) at Batchelder's Crgek, N. C.

28, 1863.—The Confederate Department of North Carolina extended to em-

brace Petersburg, Va., and the Appomattox River.

31-June 1, 1863.—West Point, Va., evacuated by the Union forces.

SEPTEMBER 2-3, 1862.—Expedition from Suffolk, Va.

Report of Maj. Gen. John A. Bix, U. S. Army, commanding the Depart-
ment of Virginia.

FoKT Monroe, Va., September 4, 1862.

On the evening of the 2d instant General Mansfield sent two com-
panies of Dodge's cavalry, under Major Wheelan, to cut off a company
of rebel recruits on their way to Eichmond. The expedition was com-
pletely successful, the whole force, consisting of 2 ofQcers, 65 soldiers,
and 44 white men, with 28 wagons and carts and 25 negroes, were
brought into Suffolk last night. The negroes were tied when the party
were captured.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Major-General Halleok,
General-in- Chief.

SEPTEMBER 6, 1862—Attack on Washington, N. 0.

REPORTS.*

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of North
Carolina.

No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Edward E. Potter, First North Carolina Infantry (Union).

No. 3.—Lient. Col. John Mix, Third New York Cavalry.

No. 4.—Maj. Gen. Samuel G. French, C. S. Army.

Ko. 1.

Reports of Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding the De-
partment ofNorth Carolina.

Headquaetebs Department of K"oeth Carolina,
New Berne, N. C, September 7, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report that I have just received a communi-
cation from Colonel Potter, First Eegiment North Carolina Union Vol-
unteers, commanding at Washington, N. C, that the rebels attacked
that town yesterday morning with about 1,000 infantry, six companies

* For reports of Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee and Actg. Vol. Lieut. R. T. Renshaw
U. S. Navy, see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 1, 1862.

'
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of cavalry, and one battery of artillery.' Colonel Potter was at the time
about leaving, in obedience to my orders, for Plymouth, K C, with
Colonel Mix, in command of five companies of cavalry and one battery
of artillery, to co-operate with the Navy in attacking Hamilton, on
Eoanoke Eiver. The attack of the rebels was made suddenly, and it

appears they surprised the outer line of pickets, killing and wounding
them, and, dashing into town, surprised the company of foot artillery
in the barracks, stationed for garrison at the new field works, capturing
from them four old brass 6-pounders, that were captured by us at New
Berne.

Colonel Mix and Colonel Potter, hearing the firing, halted, and im-
mediately returned into town, attacking the rebels vigorously, and after
two and a half hours' hard fighting drove them from the town and
beyond Tranter's Creek, 8 miles from town, taking 20 prisoners, many
muskets, and about 30 horses.
The rebels left 12 dead and 12 wounded in the streets, carrying off

many killed and wounded, some of which they had to leave by the road-
side. It is reported that 30 dead bodies have been found up to time of
last dispatch.
Our loss was 7 killed and 47 wounded, most of them slightly. Lieu-

tenant Everett, adjutant of the cavalry, was shot in the knee. Colonel
Potter had his horse shot under him.
An unfortunate disaster happened to the army gunboat Picket, caus-

ing her destruction. Just as the men were called to quarters the maga-
zine blew up, undoubtedly from carelessness or accident, tearing the boat
to pieces, instantly killing Capt. [Sylvester D.] NicoU, the commander,
and 19 men, and wounding 6 others.

The gunboat Louisiana, Captain Renshaw, U. S. Navy, rendered most
efiicient aid, throwing her shells with great precision, and clearing the

streets through which her guns had range.
Our whole force in the fight at the time of the attack consisted of

four companies of infantry, two of artillery, and five of cavalry, and
was considerably outnumbered by the enemy.

I shall leave for Washington immediately to take such measures as

may be necessary, and will send detailed list of the killed and wounded
on my return.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTER,
Major-General, Volunteers.

Major-General Halleck,
Commander-in-Chief, U. S. Army, Washington, D. G.

Headquaktees Depaetment op Noeth Oaeolina,
New Berne, If. C, September 12, 1862.

Geneeax : I have the honor to state, in addition to my brief report

of the 7th of the attack on Washington, N. C, that, upon careful inves-

tigation of the circumstances and of the reports, that the affair, although

undeniably a surprise at the outset, proves to have terminated in a very

creditable display of gallantry by our troops. I find that all the men,

infantry, cavalry, and artillery, recovering from their first surprise, drove

the enemy from the town and 8 miles beyond.

We have knowledge of the loss of the enemy of 33 killed and about

three times that number wounded. Our loss was 8 killed, 36 wounded,
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and 12 missing (as wUl be seen by list appended*), exclusive of those lost

by the unfortunate blovring up of the army gunboat Picket. Owing to

the death of the captain of the Picket, who was the only officer attached
to the vessel, the list of killed and wounded has not been as yet made out.

I find that the explosion of the magazine of the Picket will not even-
tuate in the total loss of the vessel. The guns have already been re-

covered; the machinery can certainly be saved, and possibly the hull
raised and repaired. If this be found impossible the machinery can be
transferred to a canal-barge, and fit up a second gunboat as effective as
the Picket.
The five companies of the Third New York Cavalry, and Battery H,

Third New York Artillery, were very effective in driving the enemy from
the streets. The two companies of the Twenty-fourth Massachusetts
Volunteers and two companies of the First North Carolina Union Vol-
unteerSjUnder command of Col. E.E. Potter, First North Carolina,fought
well and held their position.

I shall have the honor, in my next communication, to solicit the medal
of honor for three most gallant men of the rank and file.

.
I have the honor to remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,

J. G. FOSTEE,
Major- General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in-Chief, U, 8. Army, Washington, I). C.

No. 2.

Report of Lieut. Col. Edward E. Potter, First North Carolina Infantry

(
Union).

Headquarters,
Washington, September 5 [6], 1862—12 m.

Sir : I have the honor to report that this town was attacked this morn-
ing at 4 o'clock by a force consisting, according to the reports of pris-

oners, of from 600 to 1,000 infantry, six companies of cavalry, and one
battery of artillery. I had just started with Colonel Mix and his com-
mand for Plymouth, when the attack was made. A halt was ordered
and we moved back into the town. A heavy firing of musketry was
going on at the upper end of the town. As we turned into the main
street some of the enemy's cavalry came charging down, using sabers
and pistols freely. Some of them were knocked over and others turned
back. The artillery was placed at the intersection of the streets, with
the cavalry supporting it. I advanced up the main street with one
piece of artillery and a squadron of cavalry to the infantry quarters,

where a desultory firing was going on. The enemy had surprised the
artillerymen at their quarters in the school-house, at the corner of Second
and Bridge streets, and were there in very strong force. I placed the
12-pounder at the intersection of Main and Bridge. All the infantry.

North Carolina and Massachusetts, supported the artillery. The firing

here was very sharp. Nothing but a small lot separated our men from
theirs, each firing from behind fences. Our piece did good execution,
but the gunners were all shot, and I had to withdraw the gun and the

' Nominal list omitted.
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infantry to give tbe Louisiana's guns a chance. The Louisiana opened
at once, at my request, and did excellent service.
Cavalry skirmishing was going on in the mean time on the outskirts

and in different streets. The enemy after a time began to retreat, taking
with them, I am sorry to say, the four brass pieces which were in the
yard of the academy. The cavalry pursued them several miles, but did
not come up with them.
The most unfortunate event connected with the affair w£^s the loss of

the gunboat Picket. According to tbe report of the engineer her mag-
azine exploded just as Captain NicoU had ordered the men to quarters.
It must have arisen from carelessness in opening the magazine. Cap-
tain Nicoll and 19 men were killed and C wounded. Our loss in the
affair is as follows

:

Company B, First North Carolina, Lieutenant Lyon : Two killed and 7
wounded.
Company D, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts: Two wounded.
Company B, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts : Four wounded.
Company G, Third New York Artillery: Two killed, 2 wounded, 4

missing.
Third New York Cavalry: Two killed and 25 wounded, slightly.

Company H, Third New Y'ork Artillery: One killed and 7 wounded.
The rebels left behind 12 killed and as many wounded, several mor-

tally. We have also some 20 prisoners, and have taken several horses
and a good many muskets.
The conduct of the men was generally good. In this hurried report

I can make no mention of individual good conduct. Colonel Mix, with
his cavalry, did excellently. Lieutenant Garrard made a very handsome
charge. Lieixtenant Lyon, of the North Carolina Volunteers, displayed
great courage. Lieutenants Pendleton and Strong were with Colonel
Mix during tbe fight. No casualties occurred among the officers, with

the exception of Adjutant Everett, of the cavalry, shot in the knee.

Several horses were shot from under their riders, among them my own.

Captain Murphy has returned after pursuing the enemy to Tranter's

Creek. He reports that they carried offmany dead and wounded. They
have left some at a short distance from town. I shall make proper dis-

position for the defense of the town to-night. The Plymouth expedi-

tion is postponed.
Your obedient servant,

EDWARD E. POTTER,
Commanding Post.

Capt. SouTHAED Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

. No. 3.

Report of Lieut. Col. John Mix, Third New York Cavalry.

Sir : 1 have the honor to report, for the information of the general

commanding, the operations of my command on the 4th, 5th, and 6th

instant

:

In compliance with my instructions I shipped, on the 4th, one com-

pany (D) of the Third New York Cavalry and one battery (H) of the

Third New York Artillery. They left this post at 11 p. m. and de-
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barked at Washington, N. C, at 3 p. m. on the 5th. At 4 a. m. on the
Gth a command, consisting of Companies D, G, I, and L, Third New York
Cavalry, and Battery H, Third New York Artillery, with an aggregate
of 263 men, formed for the expedition I had been ordered to make, and
at 4.15 broke into column. Scarcely were the troops in column, the head
of it having just reached the outskirts of the town, on the Plymouth
road, when a rapid and continuous firing was heard to our left and rear.

The column was countermarched at the gallop, and- the cavalry, in col-

umn of eights, ordered to charge and clear the different streets, which
were now apparently full of small parties of the enemy's cavalry. The
"night was intensely dark, and between the darkness, fog, and dust it

was impossible in many eases to distinguish friend from foe at half a
dozen paces. The order to clear the streets was in each case most
gallantly obeyed. Company L, Captain Garrard, charged First street,

driving back a considerable body of cavalry to Bridge street, where he
came upon a large body of infantry, and was compelled to retire; in

doing this he cleared the cross-streets to his left. Company D, Captain
Murphy, performed the same operation on Second street. Company G,
Captain Hall, charged the length of Third street, driving back several
small parties of cavalry, and, upon reaching the fence around the acad-
emy, found a large force of the enemy's infai\try in position unfavorable
to attack. Company H, Captain Willson, whi.ch was not to accompany
the expedition, and consequently not out at the commencement of the
fight, turned out and was in saddle and ready for action in an incredi-
bly short space of time. The captain, hearing firing and loud cheers in

direction of the academy, promptly proceeded with his company to
ascertain the cause thereof, and found a large force of the enemy in

possession of four brass guns, which had been left in park near the hos-
pital, and over which accidental capture the rebels were giving vent to
their exuberance of spirits in loud, continuous cheers and demoniac yells

of "Death to the damned Yankees " ; "No prisoners"; "No quarters,"
&c. The captain, nothing daunted by these friendly salutations, made a

most gallant but unsuccessful attempt to re'cover the guns ; dismounted
a number of his men, under a severe fire, within 60 yards of the enemy,
and attempted to tear down a fence to enable him to charge them, but
could not succeed in making a sufiBcient opening for that purpose. Com-
pany I, Captain Jocknick, in the mean time had succeeded in driving a
number of detached and very troublesome parties of enemy's cavalry
from Third and Fourth streets, and had gone to the support of one of

the guns of Battery H.
During the first hour of the mel^ the convalescents and sick men

turned out largely, considering the number in hospitals. These were
united with small scattering parties, who had become temporarily de-

tached from their companies, by officers who were without commands,
and did good service in clearing the cross-streets. Lieutenant Everett,

acting adjutant, while conveying an ordQP to a distant part of the com-
mand, encountered alone a party of the enemy's infantry on a side street,

dashed past them, emptying, as he did so, the contents of his pistol

among them. He was, in turn, fired into, receiving a serious wound in

his right leg. The guns of Battery H, Captain Eiggs, were promptly
placed in position upon several cross- streets, and held in readiness to

fire the moment that the enemy could be distinguished from among the
confused mass in every direction. And I would here mention as an ex-

traordinary fact, and as due entirely to the coolness and intrepidity of
the officers and men of this battery, that in no instance did occur the
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mistake of firing upon oar owu people, and that in order to prevent
sncli fatixl mistake tbe enemy were allowed at times to approach within
a few feet of the muzzles of the guns; then, when amid the dust, smoke,
and fog the gray coats could be seen, the death-dealing contents of the
pieces were hurled among them with such precision and effect as told
them, plainer than could words have done, that Yankee guns, when
manned, asked no quarter, but give unasked a (w)hole.
Our situation now began to assume a more tangible appearance.

The river street and most of the cross-streets, for a distance of two or
tliree blocks, had been, by means of rapid and successive cavalry
charges, cleared entirely of the midnight assassins. Their cavalry had
congregated upon the edge of the town and reformed for tlie attack.
Their infantry had concentrated in two columns, one of which, with the
assistance of one 6-pounder brass piece and a 3-pounder rifled gnn, was
endeavoring to turn our left flank, with the evident desire of getting
between our forces and the gunboats. They were met at this point,
and their object most completely foiled, by our infantry, consisting of
two companies of the Twenty-fourth Massachusetts, two companies
of tbe First North Carolina, one 12-pounder brass piece (Lieutenant
O'Neil), and 20 cavalry, under Lieutenant Gouraud (which had been
detailed as a provost guard for the expedition), all commanded in per-
son by Colonel Potter, First In orth Carolina. At this point the fi ght was
most severe, and continued without cessation for two hours and a half.

Two sets of gunners having been shot away from the gun, it became nec-
essary to haul it oft', which was done without farther loss. Our infantry
in the mean time did good service with their rifles. The situation of
Lieutenant Gouraud and his handful of mounted men at this point was
aggravating in the extreme. Necessarily within supporting distance
of the gun, he was greatly exposed to the raking fire of the enemy, and
unable, from the inconsiderable numbers of his command and the posi-

tion and strength of the enemy, to operate upon him. In this trying
position the men evinced a most commendable degree of fortitude.

One-fourth of their number having fallen' victims to the enemy's mis-

siles, the remaining few increased their enthnsiasm for the charge, and
made several efiective dashes.
The enemy's second column of attack had advanced upon our cen-

ter, and was composed of artillery and infantry, preceded by a squad-

ron of cavalry. Their approach being observed, Company L, Captain

Garrard, advanced boldly, and in close column, to the attack. His

shout of " Come on," as he placed himself at the head of his men, was
responded to by his daring followers with a yell and a rapid gallop

that showed no want of confidence in their leader and themselves, and

no fear of the solid column opposed to them. He met the enemy with

a shock that told upon his columns, received the fire from their pistols,

and vigorously responded with his sabers until finding that he was

being surrounded by the enemy's infantry and in danger of being cut

oft' he commanded his men to retire, which they did, gallantly cutting

their way through the infantry—who were now in the rear of them—
having had a brilliant hand-to-hand conflict with vastly-superior num-

bers, in which the horses of all the officers of the company had been

shot and 9 men and 14 horses wounded, promptly retiring behind the

gun commanded by Lieutenant Mercer, leaving the street clear for the

operation of the piece, which opened a destructive fire upon the enemy,

who had brought a 6-pounder to bear upon him. An interesting can-

non duel now ensued, but soon terminated by the withdrawal of the
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O-pounder and the disappearance of the enemy from that street. Thus
the enemy had been thrice foiled. First, his attempt to surprise and
massacre us was foiled by the existence of the expedition, and, subse-
quently, when in position, his attack upon our left and center was obsti-

nately met, and, though not without dififtculty and hard fighting, suc-
cessfully repulsed.
Upon the first intimation of the retreat of the enemy our cavalry,

which had necessarily been much scattered, was concentuated and sent
in pursuit, and moving rapidly out upon the Greenville road, soon en-

countered a flag of truce with a rebel surgeon, who desired the privi-

lege of attending to his wounded. This flag was a well-calculated sub-
terfuge, under which the enemy gained considerable in their retreat,

as.the officer commanding the pursuing party felt it his duty to sus-

pend operations until he could communicate with the commanding offi-

cer, who was at the rear. After disposing of this flag of truce our cav-
alry pushed out 9 miles on the Greenville road, encountering only a
surgeon's flag over a party of 18 of the enemy's wounded, and upon
returning discovered two ambulances in the road, which he captured.
The dismounted men of the detachment of cavalry were under standing
orders, in the event of an attack, to report to Lieutenant Ohesebi'ough,
who was temporarily disabled for mounted duty. These men arrived,
with the Colt's revolving rifles, and were stationed in ainljush, for the
purpose of iireventing the entrance of the enemy's cavalry upon the
upper end of Main street, and were most successful.

In conclusion, sir, too much cannot be said in praise of the coolness
of the officers and men of my command, who fought full three times
or more their number four hours, under the most trying circumstances.
Battery H, Third New York Artillery, did most creditably, and the
result of this first meeting with the enemy promises them a brilliant
future. I would especially commend to the notice of the commanding
general, in consequence of most gallant conduct, Corpl. James E. Nicoll,
Company I, Third New York ('avalry, and Corpl. "William Smith, Bat-
tery H, Third New York Artillery (the latter since lost his leg, by am-
putation, in consequence of wounds), and would respectfully suggest
that medals of honor, recently ordered by Congress, be presented to
these two men.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. MIX,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Third New Yorlc Cavalry.

Maj. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Dept. of North Carolina.

No. 4.

Report of Maj. Gen. Samuel G. French, C. 8. Army.

Petersburg, Va., September 7, 1862.

General Martin telegraphs me our troops had a sharp fight of three
hours at Washington, N. C, this morning (Cth), but could not hold the
town. Our loss heavj\ We brought out three brass field guns.

S. G. FEENCH.
General S. Cooper.
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SEPTEMBER 9, 1862.—Skirmish at WiUiamsburg, Va.

Reports of Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. Army, commanding the Depart-
vient of Virginia, and resulting correspondence and orders.

YoEKTOWN, Va., September 9, 1862.

Colonel Campbell, of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, was attacked
this morning at Williamsburg and disgracefully beaten, partly by bad
management and partly by the cowardly conduct of some of liis men.
I am glad to say that others behaved with proper spirit. The colonel
and some (5 or 7 other oflficers are prisoners. I have not yet been able
to ascertain the extent of the loss.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General, Commanding.

Major-General Halleck.

FoET Monroe, Va.,
September 10, 1862—6.30 p. m.

The loss yesterday in the attack on the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry
was the colonel, 2 majors, and 5 other officers and 29 men captured

;

1 officer and 55 men missing; 7 killed and 13 wounded. We took 2
prisoners, from whom I learn that the attacking party consisted of a
mixed force of Georgians, South Carolinians, and Virginians, certainly

not exceeding 300 men. One of the majors ran away, and if a court

cannot be found who have courage enough to shoot him he should be
dismissed the service. I will report on his case especially. What re-

mains of the regiment, about 430 men in all, are at Williamsburg, the

rebels having retired.
JOHlf A. DIX,

Major-General.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief.

Wae Depaetment,
Washington, September 10, 1862.

Order immediately a court-martial on the cowards of Williamsburg.

If no one has courage to have them shot report them here, so that wo
can ask the President to cashier them.*

n. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

Wae Depaetment,
Washington, September 11, 18G2.

Order a court if you have officers suitable. If not, get the facts in

relation to the bad conduct of the officers and I will ask the President

to cashier them.
What is the object of holding Williamsburg 1 Why not withdraw the

garrison to Torktown ?

• See Dix to Halleck, September 12, in " Correspondence, etc.," ^ost.
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Colouel Williams' cavalry was sent to General Burnside when lie had
none for reconnoitering the enemy. I have none here to send you at
present.

H. W. HA.LLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

General, Oedeks, » IIeadquaetees Seventh Aemy Coeps,
No. 19. I Fort Monroe, Va., 8eptemhe)- 25, 1862.

I. Before a general court-martial, of which Maj. Gen. John J. Peck is

president, convened at Torktown, Va., pursuant to Paragraph III,

Special Orders, No. 97, current series, from these headquarters, of Sep-
tember 11, 18C2, was arraigned and tried

—

Maj. Jacob P. Wilson, Fifth Eegiment Pennsylvania Cavalry, upon
the following charges and specifications

:

Chaege I.

—

Misbehavior before the enemy.
Specification.—In this : That he, Jacob P. Wilson, a major in the

Fifth Kegimeut of Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry, in the service of the
United States, while on duty with his reg^iment at or near Williams-
burg, Va., did misbehave himself before the enemy, and did shamefully
abandon his post and command and run away. This at or near said
Williamsburg, and between said Williamsburg and Yorklown, Va., on
or about the 9th day of September, 1862.

Charge II.

—

Speaking words inducing others to misbehave themselves
before the enemy and to run away and to shamefully abandon thepost which
he or they were commanded to defend.

Specification.—In this : That he, said Jacob P. Wilson, ma,ior as afore-

said, being stationed with his regiment at or near said Williamsburg,
which post he and they were commanded to defend, did speak words
inducing members of his regiment, or some of them, to misbehave them-
selves before the enemy, to shamefully abandon said post, and to run
away. This at or near Williamsburg, on or about September 9, 18G2.

Charge III.

—

Cowardice.

Specification.—In this : That said Jacob P. Wilson, major as afore-

said, while stationed with his regiment at or near said Williamsburg,
and before the enemy, did, in a cowardly manner, misbehave, abandon
his post and command, and run away. This at or near Williamsburg,
Va., on or about the 9th day of September, 1862.

Plea.—Not guilty.

FINDING OP THE COEUT.

I. Upon careful consideration the court finds the accused, Maj. Jacob
P. Wilson, Fifth Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry, "Not guilty," of
each and all of the charges and specifications, and thereupon acquits
him.

II. The proceedings and finding of the court are approved. Major
Wilson will resume his sword and return to duty.

The encounter at Williamsburg, on which the charges against Major
Wilson are founded, was, under all its aspects, most disgraceful to the
regiment to which he belonged. The force of the enemy was certainly
not superior to ours. The commanding officer had full notice of the
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intended attack and chose his own ground. The men were misman-
aged; wrong words of command were given, and, although some of the
officers and men behaved with becoming gallantry, the regiment broke,
most of them ran away, some of them as far as Torktown, 13 miles
from their camp. The colonel, 6 other ofiQcers, and nearly 60 enUsted
men were taken prisoners; the camp was partially destroyed; they
were not rallied until the enemy had retired ; and the whole affair ex-

hibited a want of organization and discipline utterly discreditable to

the principal ofiicers, who are responsible for the condition of the reg-

iment. It can never regain its standing until this stain on its character
is effaced by worthier conduct in the face of the enemy.
While the commanding general approves the finding of the court in

acquitting Major Wilson of the charge of cowardice, the testimony
shows that he might with propriety be brought before another court,

on less serious charges of misconduct, and, if it is not thought advisa-
ble to do so, it is only for the reason that so many others are as deeply
involved as himself in the general delinquency.

III. The general court-martial, of which Maj. Gen. John J. Peck is

president, is dissolved.

By command of Major-General Dix

:

D. T. VAN BUEEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SEPTEMBEK 17-20, 1862.—OperationB at and about Shiloh, N. C.

RKrOETS.

No. 1.—Capt. Enos C. Sanders, First North Carolina Infantry (Union), of affair at

SMloh, N. C, September 17, 1862.

No. 2. Capt. William B. Avery, commanding U. S. gnnboat Lancer, of affair near

Shiloh, N. C, September 20, 1862.

No. 1.

Report of Capt Enos G. Sanders, First North Carolina Infantry
(
Union),

of affair at SMloh, N. C., September 17, 1862.

Headqtjaetees,
SMloh, N. G., September 18, 1862.

SiE : Last night we were attacked, as we had all the force over to

Pasquotank holding a meeting, and stopped overnight, except the

gun's crcM', which we sent back, all except 16 men—them we had with

us. We got word this morning, and with about 30 men have landed 6

miles below Shiloh. There are 3 men kUled, 3 wounded, and 6 or 6

taken prisoners, and they have taken all the arms and ammunition we

had and stores and provisions. They were completely surprised. The

men that got away think their force was about 50 strong. Please send

us a gunboat and'men immediately; send two howitzers and ammuni-

tion for the same. We can intercept them at the upper end of the

county. It is necessary to have a chance to get a re-enforcement at
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Pasquotank. They got our guns and all our private property. We
Lave the names of some of the rebels. Joseph Forbes was one of the
leaders.

E. C. SANDEES,
Captain, First North Carolina Infantry.

Col. W. A. Howard.

No. 2.

Report of Gapt. William B. Avery, commanding TJ. 8. gunhoat Lancer, of
affair near Shiloh, N. C, September 20, 1862.

United States Gunboat Lancer,
September 21, 1862.

Sir : I reached Shiloh at 4 p. m. Friday, 19th, at dark. I landed 60
men, taking with me Lieutenants Fowler and Moore, and leaving the
vessel in charge of Acting Master Allen. Being joined by the two lieu-

tenants [and] Sanders with 20 men, we started at 9.30 p. m. for the place
where the rebels were last heard of; reached that place to learn they
were last heard of 4 miles oft', in a swamp near the "lake," as they
term a sort of pond. The men were two-thirds of them in carts, and so,

by changing, the 12 miles already passed did not fatigue them much.
We left for "the lakes" at 4.30 a. m., so our hopes of surprising them

before light were dispelled. In the swamp we found the men had gone
one way that morning, half an hour previous, and the things had been
sent another the night previous, toward the house of one Willis Will-
iams. We had been told that it was there they had been encamped; so
I decided to push on after the things, expecting to find a portion of
their force with them. After 3 miles' more march we reached it to find

no one there, and to learn that the things had been sent there the night
before and they would not receive them, and they were taken back.
The first house from the school-house we learned that the carts had
some men without arms, and one man lying down apparently hurt.

We knew they must be the prisoners, and I immediately took Lieut.

Enos C. Sanders and 20 of the best men and gave chase after them.
They had two and a half hours the start, and we had been traveling all

night. By following their tracks we knew the road they took, and by
inquiring learned that we were gaining on them. We went across the
battle-field and over the bridges across the river and canal.

About IJ miles beyond the river we came on them just as they were
halting for dinner. The road was straight for half a mile to them, and
through a swamp, so we could not avoid being discovered by the guard,
which numbered some 15 men, I am told. We made a dash for them,
and without firing a shot they took their guns and fled to the swamp
across a com field, leaving the muskets and prisoners in our hands. I
immediately returned and reached the main bodj' of the men at 2 p. m.,
having gone 18 miles iu four hours.

We then started for Shiloh, distant 12 miles, and reached it 6.30 p. m.,
and at 8 p. m. all were on board, having been gone twenty-four hours.
Besides the 7 prisoners from Shiloh they had 2 of my men who had

straggled behind and met the rebels, who had come into the road. I
went down some twenty minutes after. Had I been half hour later I
should have met them. Had I been one hour earlier I should have sur-
prised them before they started. Had I been so fortunate I should have
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saved some 40 or 50 miles travel for myself and 20 of the men with Lieu-
tenant Sanders.
As to the howitzer I have heard of it in two or three places by report

The most probable one is that it is up in Currituck County, somewherem a swamp. UntU I had started after them I did not know they did
not have it with them to take it to Richmond. If Lieutenant Sanders fol-
lows my advice and "takes time by the forelock" he can.find that gun
and the tents. He claims to have 50 or 60 fighting men, and with two-
thirds of that number he can scour the whole country.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

WM. B. AVERT,
^ ,

Captain, Commanding Lancer.
Col. William A. Hovtakd,

Commanding Marine Artillery and Post, Eoanohe Island.

OCTOBER 3, 1862.—Skirmish on the Blackwater, near Franklin, Va.

REPORTS.*

No. 1.—Maj. Gen.- John A. Dix, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of Virginia.
No- 2.—Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army, commanding at Soffolt, including affair

near Zuui.

No. 3.—Col. J. K. Marshall, Fifty-second North Carolina Infantry.

No. 1.

Reports of Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, If. 8. Army, commanding the Depart-
ment of Virginia.

FOET MoNEOE, Va., October 3, 1862—9.30 p. m.

Last night General Peck, by my order and direction, sent a force of
nearly 2,000 cavalry, artillery, and infantry from Suffolk to Franlilin,
on the Blackwater, intending to attack the enemy at that point this
morning early, and if possible cripple the floating bridge he has thrown
across the river. Between 2 and 3 this morning two scoundrels from
New Tork, belonging to Dodge's Mounted Eifles, one of them an orderly
at General Peck's headquarters, deserted to the enemj- and were seen
riding rapidly through our lines. Couriers were sent out to recall the
troops and a strong force was dispatched to support them. I have not
yet heard of their return. We have reconnoitered the enemy closely

several times with no loss, except one horse killed and one man shot
through the hand. Suffolk has been put in good condition, and we have
no concern of attack. Two of the four new regiments you promised have
arrived. They are very raw, but when I get the other two I shall feel

entirely at ease at all points.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oeneral.

Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief.

'For reports of Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee, Commander H. K. Davenport, Lieut.
Commander C. W. Flusser, Acting Vol. Lieut. E. E. Colhoun, and Actg. Master C. A.

Pfencji, U. S. Navy, see Anonal Report of the Secretary of tho Navy, December 1, 1863.
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FOET MONEOE, Va., October 5, 1862—12.46 p. m.

1 planned an expedition, as I advised you, to destroy the floating bridge
the enemy had throwu over the Blackwater at Franklin. We were to
have had the co-operation of the gunboats from Albemarle Sound by or-

der of Admiral Lee, but I think they must have met with obstructions,
as they did not come. Our troops, less than 2,000 in number, under
Colonel Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, held -the enemy, greatly
superior in force, at bay at the river for several hours waiting for the
gunboats. They behaved with great coolness, and, as we thinls:, killed

and wounded from 70 to 100 of the enemy. Our loss was 1 killed and 6
wounded and missing.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

General Halleck, General-in-Chief.

FoET MoNEOE, Va., October 7, 1802.

Major-General Peck telegraphs me as follows

:

Our affair at Frauklin was of more importance than we judged. From an examina-
tion of several persons wlio were on the other side of the Blackwater I Jearn that the
enemy's loss was over 200.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oeneral.

Maj. Gen. IT. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief.

No. 2.

Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. I'eclc, U. S. Army, commanding at Suffolk,

including affair near Zuni.

Suffolk, October 4, 1862.

The gunboats were about 10 or 15 miles below Franklin yesterday.

They fired a good many shots, but did not appear during the day. Had
they not met obstructions they would have come up. They heard the
enemy's guns doubtless, as I did. They have three heavy guns, one a
32-pounder, commanding the swinging bridge. Colonel Spear reports

not less than 8,000 up aiul down the river. Yesterday they were massed
near Zuni. Knowing the boats were on the way they will expect our
concert and may mask Franklin. There is great uncertainty in opera-

tions with gunboats. Had they waited until the 9th our risk would
have been much less. Now the move is adventured to Weldon and
Petersburg it looks risky. The bridge can bo rebuilt in a few hours,

and the fords are low. I will carry out your instructions if you will

send them.
JOHN J. PECK,

' Major-General.
Major-Geueral Dix.

Suffolk, October 4, 1862.

Have been out on the advance nearly all day. Troops all in. Spear
had a nice fight. Loss, 1 killed and some wounded and missing.
After full inquiry as to the affair I judge 70 to 100 of the enemy were
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iiijured. Withiu a day or two the enemy has been disposed to hold our
pickets away from the river. Yesterday he occupied Windsor with
about 300 cavalry and some infantry. At dawn I pushed Dodge's cav-
alry in there, and to-day we have recovered nearlv all the territory

JOHN J. PECK,
^ , .^ Mmor-General.
General Dix.

SlTFFOLK, October 4, 1862.
My troops are in, but they have had service, being out two nights

and a day, and need rest.

Colonel Spear left the vicinity of Franklin after midnight. No tiring
has been heard to-day, and I conclude boats did not reach that place.
My last telegram may give some information not at hand when your
last was received, and I wait your reply.

JOHN J. PECK,
Mc0or- General.

Creneral Drx.

Headquaetees,
Suffolk, Va., October 9, 1862.

Colonel : On the 2d instant I was advised that the rebel pickets
had been advanced nearly to Carrsville at points some 4 or 5 miles from
the Blackwater. This information, in connection witji the possibility
of the appearance of our gunboats, in consequence of certain proposi-
tions made by Major-General Dix, but not perfected, induced me to dis-
patch Col. S. P. Spear, of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, with a
section of FoUett's battery and about 1,700 men, in the night to Carrs-
ville, with instructions to make a thorough reconnaissance in the direc-
tion of Franklin and the Blackwater. He moved at 9 p. m. and reached
Carrsville before daylight. Early on the 3d he commenced his advance
and soon met the enemy's pickets. Some skirmishing ensued, the rebels
falling back upon their support with a view of checking his advance.
This was of no avail, and pickets and supports were all driven confusedly
down to the bank and over the river.

Colonel Spear advanced cautiously, and was soon opened upon by a
32-pounder and other heavy guns in battery across the stream. After
looking to the immediate safety of his command the colonel made a
careful examination of the position, placed Whitney's section and two
small howitzers in action at favorable points with proper supports, and
sent out parties for observation on his flanks.

A furious cannonade continued for an hour, when the enemy ceased
his fire %nd fell back to a new position where he could act in concert
with newly-arrived and fresh troops.

At this juncture Graham's celebrated Petersburg battery and a rocket
battery arrived, and the action was renewed on his part with great
vigor. Shot, shell, grape, and rockets were fired in great profusion,

but with little or no damage to our well-posted troops. The Thirteenth

Indiana Eegiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Dobbs, was moved down
to the bank on the right, where it opened so sharp and close a tire upon
the rebels that they terminated the action by falling back out of range.

On learning that Colonel Spear had proceeded with less than 1,300

men, instead of 1,700, and that his ammunition was nearly exhausted,

that the river could not be crossed, and the object of the expedition

2 E E—VOL xvm
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Laving beeu fully attained, I directed him to return, which he did with-

out any disturbance from the enemy.
Particular mention is made of the gallantry and good conduct of

Lieutenant-Colonels Stetzel, Dobbs, Maxwell, and Gray, and of Lieu-

tenant Whitney. Colonel Spear has added to his former high reputa-

tion by his coolness and good management on this occasion.

The force consisted of detachments from the Eleventh Pennsylvania
Cavalry, Ninety-sixth New York Volunteers, One hundred and third

Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Thirteenth Indiana Volunteer Infantry,

and a section of Follett's artillery, and the commander speaks in the

highest terms of all his officers and men.
The loss was 2 killed, 5 wounded, and 1 missing, which was extremely

small, in view of the great superiority of the enemy in numbers. The
rebel loss has been reported from 75 to 200.

On the 3d instant several hundred of the enemy crossed the river in

the vicinity of Zuni and occupied Windsor, having among other de-

signs that of tearing up the Petersburg Railroad. At dawn of the 4th
Colonel Dodge, a meritorious officer, was advanced with a portion of

the New York First Mounted Eifles, who promptly occui)ied the place,

and during the day forced the enemy across the Blackwater.
Characterized by that earnestness which is an essential element of

success, these affairs are very gratifying, and fortify the confidence
already reposed in the troops.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General, Commanding.

Col. D. T. Van Bueen,
Assistant Adjutant- General., Seventh Corps.

No. 3.

Report of Col. J. K. Marshall^ Fifty-second North Carolina Infantry.

Headquarters,
Franldin, Va., October 4, 1862.

General: After having rested the night before at. New South Quay
the enemy steamed up the river in their gunboats yesterday morning
and commenced pouring shot and shell upon us at daybeak. They
brought with them three boats, two of which were small, carrying two
guns each; the other large, carrying four, one a (J4-pounder. Soon after

the shelling commenced I disjiatched Lieut. [John M.] Alexander (com-
manding Company A, Fifty-second Regiment North Carolina Troops)
with orders to commence firing upon them at Crumpler's Bluff so soon
as the last boat should have passed. In obedience to orders he com-
menced a well-directed and effective fire upon them, and succeeded in

silencing their guns for a short while, but they quickened their time
and succeeded in reaching a point of the river edged on both sides by
an apparently impassable marsh. Here they recommenced their work
of throwing shot and shell in every direction, and in the mean time mov-
ing up by degrees in the direction of Franklin. Pending this condition
of things I sent Capts. [John C] McCain [and Eric] Erson, and Lieut.
[James M.] Kiucaid, of the Fifty-second Regiment, together with Capt.
[James T.] Mitchell, of the Fifty-ninth Regiment, pickets, holding their
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respective commands, to tbe neighboring bluffs with instructions to meet
the boats on their return. Gol. [D. D.] Perebee with a large portion of
his command took position along the road, first, where the old wharf
formerly stood, and Capt. [William] Sharp's company, of the same com-
mand, was sent to meet and fire upon the boats from any point they
could suitable for such work, but they penetrated the marsh, which was
very deep, and drove in between 60 and 80 sharpshooters which had
been thrown out from the gunboats. Now a general fire commenced
on both sides, in which Colonel Ferebee and his command took [part]

to a very considerable extent, but the boats found the work too hot for

them and were forced to recede, and continued to move back, though con-
tinually throwing out an occasional shell. As they passed the bluffs

every man who showed himself on deck or at the port-holes was cut
down. As they passed down the river Captain Norfleet with his men
])ursued them, killing all who could be seen. Here I will state that the
jiilot was hid from view and sand-bags were placed along the decks of
The boats. As I stated before, the shelling commenced at daybreak and
the boats remained in the river until 10.30 a. m.
Our loss is 2 wounded, viz. Private Stroup, of the Fifty-second Eegi-

ment, and Private Parker, of the Fifty-ninth Regiment.
About 1 p. m. a large force appeared across the river, consisting of

four full regiments of infantry, one regiment of cavalry, and six pieces of
artillery, with one or two sections of rocket guns. One of Captain
Graham's pieces (rifle) was placed at the depot and the other carried

to the bridge. For about two hours Captain Graham witli his rifle

])iece at the de])ot and Lieutenant Britton at the bridge eutertaiued

them handsomely. At 3.30 or 4 o'clock they retired, leaving on the tiehl

a few overcoats and one horse.

The enemy must have lost a large number on their boats and lost

some on the field, but how many I cannot say.

One yawl-boat was left in the river near one of the blufts. The force

brought in the afternoon was intended to co-operate with the gunboats,

but came too late.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. K. MARSHALL,
Colonel, Commanding at Franklin.

General S. G. French,
Commanding Department of North Carolina.

OGTOBEB 25, 1862.—Skirmish near Zuni, Va.

Beport of Maj. Gen. John A. Bix, U. S. Army, commanding tJie Depart-

ment of Virginia.

Fort Monroe, Va., October 27, 1862.

An expedition was sent from Suffolk on Saturday night to the Black-

water. It took a wrong road and did not arrive till noon, instead of

daybreak, on Sunday. The cavalry swam the river, and some howitzers

were sent over in canoes. The enemy were cleared from the bank of

the river by our infantry. Much valuable information was obtained.

Lieut. William Wheelau, of the Mounted Rifles, a very meritorious

officer, was killed ; our only casualty. We captured a sergeant and 4
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men of a Georgia cavalry regiment. I have directed MaJorGeneral
Peck to keep a part of his force in motion constantly, so as to accustom
them to marching instead of rusting in camp.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- Oeneral.

Major-General Haxleck, General-in- Chief.

OCTOBER 31> 1862.—Skirmish at Franklin, Va.

Report of Maj. Gen. John J. Peclc, U. S. Army.

Suffolk, Ya., November 2, 1862.

Sir : On Friday night, October 31, we surprised the enemy at Frank-
lin about 4 a. m., and shelled him with 75 projectiles before he opened.
As ordered, the command at once moved away and reconnoitered as far

as Zuni, Isle of Wight, &c.
After withdrawing FoUett's battery the enemy opened and kept up a

fire ou the woods until nearly 11 a. m., supposing we were there. Colonel
Spear was in command of the advance, and thinks the execution was
great. He reports five regiments there, one at Ivor, and a force at

Wakefield, but numbers unknown ; others scattered along the river.

No accident on our side. Ferry was in command. Wessells is ill.

Longstreet has been at Petersburg and may be at Wakefield, from
which he can move to any threatened point.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

General John A. Dix, Fort Monroe.

NOVEMBER 1-12, 1862.—Expedition from New Berne, N. C, including

skirmishes (2d) at Little Creek and Rawle's Hill.

RBFORTS.

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of North

Carolina.

No. 2.—Col. Thomas G. Stevenson, Twenty-fonrth Massachnsetts Infantry, conuaand-

ing brigade, of skirmishes at Little Creek and Rawle's Mill.

No. 3.—Capt. Job Arnold, Fifth Rhode Island Infantry, of skirmishes at Little Creek

and Rawle's Mill.

No. 1.

Report of Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding the De-
partment of North Carolina.

Headqtjaktees Department of North Carolina,
Wew Berne, N. C, November 12, 1862.

General : I have the honor to report that, agreeably to my letter of
the 30tli ultimo informing you of my intention to make an expedition
through the eastern counties of this State and stating the object of the
move, I left this post on the Slst ultimo, and have just arrived here on
my return.
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I am happy to inform you that although the original plan for the cai)-
tuie of the three regiments foraging in that section was, owing to the.

condition of the roads, frustrated, the expedition will be of great service
to our cause in this department.
The First Brigade, under the command of Col. T. J. 0. Amory, together

with the artillery, cavalry, and wagon train, was marched from Oils yioiiit

across the country to Washington. The balance of my forces, iucUiding
the Second Brigade, Colonel Stevenson, and the Third Brigade, Oolonel
Lee, were embarkedon transports and landed at Washington, where tliey

were joined by Colonel Amory's command on Saturday evening, the Is't

iiKstant.

On Sunday (the 2d) all the forces, amounting to ."5,000 men, includ-
ing twentj'-one pieces of artillery, left Washington under my command
for Williamston. On the evening of the same day we encountered the
enem;^, posted in a strong position at a small creek, called Little Creek.
1 immediately ordered Colonel Stevenson, commanding the Second
Brigade, who was then in the advance, to make all haste in driving
them from the opposite side of the creek, and jjush on at once. The
engagement lasted for one hour, when the enemy, being driven from
tlieii- rifle pits by the effective fire of Belger's Rhode Ishmd battery,

retired to Eawle's Mill, 1 mile farther on, where they made another
stand in a recently-constructed field work. Belger's battery and two
batteries of the Third New York Artillery were immediately ordered
into position, and, after a spirited engagement of halt an hour, suc-

ceeded in driving the enemy from their works and across a bridge,

which they burned. That night, while the pioneers rebuilt tJie burned
bridge, the forces bivouacked on the field and proceeded the next
morning to Williamston, where we arrived about noon. We started

from there, after a short rest, in pursuit of the enemy, bivouacking

about 5 miles from that ])lace.

On the following day we reached and occupied the fortifications at

Eainbow Banks, 3 miles below Hamilton, and then pushed on to Haui-

ilton. Here we expected to find some iron-clad boats said to be in

process of construction at Hamilton, but discovered nothing of the kind.

On the 6th lelt Hamilton iu pursuit of the enemy toward Tarborough,

and encamped on the same night within 10 miles of that ])lace. It was
my intention to pursue the enemy to Tarborougii, but the exhausted

condition of my men, most of whom had been sick during the last two

months and had not yet recovered their strength, and the provisions

being entirely exhausted so that I had to subsist the command by for-

aging, as well as the fact that the enemy were being largely re-enforced

by railroad, changed my plans, and on the following morning (the 7th

instant) I countermarched the column, reaching Hamilton the same

night, where we remained until the next morning, when we marched

for Williamston in the midst of a severe snow-storm. At Williamston

we remained a day in order to give the men an opportunity to rest.

At daylight the next day (10th instant) we started for Plymouth,

where we arrived that night.

The following day the troops were all re-embarked for New Berne.

During the engagement at Eawle's Mill and at Hamilton we captured

5 prisoners, who were paroled at Williamston. The loss on our side con-

sisted of 6 killed and 8 wounded.
The expedition was instrumental in saving the town and forces at

Plymouth from destruction and capture, as 1 found upon my arrival at

the place that the enemy's forces while lying in the vicinity, besides
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beiug engaged in foraging, had reconstructed a bridge over the creek,

3 miles outside the town, for the tran.sportation of their artillery to the
opposite bank. I also learned from information gathered on the spot
that an immediate attack was to have been made on the place, but upon
hearing of my advance from Washington and seeing the danger of their

capture they beat a precipitate and hasty retreat.

The navy, under command of Commander H. K. Davenport, senior
officer, CO operated heartily with me during the whole time by sending
five gunboats to Hamilton, and there placing four boat howitzers with
their crews at my disposal.

I desire to mention particularly the efiicient conduct of Colonel Ste-

venson, commanding the Second Brigade, and Colonel Potter, of the
First North Carolina Union Volunteers.

1 recorameud that Colonel Stevenson, for his efficient services on this

march and in the affair of Little Creek and Eawle's Mill, as -well as pre-

vious services at the battles of Eoanokci and New Berne, be promoted to
the rank of brigadier-general, to date from November 3, 1862.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTEE,
Major- General, Commanding.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Oeneralin- Chief, If. S. Army, Washington, D. G.

No. 2.

Report of Col. Thomas G. Stevenson, Twentyfourth Massachtisetts In-

fantry, commanding brigade, of sMrmishes at Little Greeh and Eawle's
Mill.

Hdqrs. Second Beigajje, Dept. op North Carolina,
New Berne, November 15, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to report the following as the result of the
skirmishes in which my brigade was engaged on Sunday night, No-
vember 2, 1802:
At about dusk, as the advance guard, composed of the Marine Artil-

lery, a company of the Tenth Connecticut, and a portion of cavalry,
were crossing Little Creek, on the road from Washington to Williamston,
they were suddeuly fired upon by the enemy from the opposite side of
tlie creek, concealed in the woods on the right of the road. The cav-
alry and infantry retired, the Marine Artillery opening fire. Two com-
panies of the Forty-fourth were then ordered to deploy on the other side
of tiie creek. In crossing, the enemy opened a brisk fire on them which
was immediately returned with good effect, but their ammunition get-
ting wet they were ordered to retire, which was done in good order,
with a loss of 1 killed and G wounded. In the mean time Captain Bel-
ger's battery had taken position in a corn field on the left of the road
and opened fire, the enemy returning with musketry and artillery, which
the well-directed fire of Captain Belger's battery soon silenced. Two
comijanies of the Forty-fourth Massachusetts were then ordered to the
front, but the enemy again opened fire, killing 1 and wounding 1. I
then ordered them to fall back. Captain Belger opened fire once more
on the enemj' and in a short time caused them to retreat.
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The "coluiiiii then moved forward slowly, the road being blocked up
by trees cut by the retreating enemy to retard our advance which for
two hours was very slow. A breastwork was found on our left which
had the appearance of having been hastily deserted. The advance,
composed of the Twenty-fourth Massachusetts, soon came upon a bridge
burning over the creek by Eawle's Mill. The Twenty-fourth, whilst ex-
tinguishing the flames, were fired upon by the enemy, with both mus-
Icetry and artillery, in position on the opposite side of the creek parallel
with the main road, the Twenty-fourth losing 1 killed and 2 wounded.
Captain Belger soon got his battery in position, when he opened fire
and completely routed the enemy.
Too much praise cannot be awarded Captain Belger and his command

lor the masterly manner in which his guns were maneuvered, and for
the coolness and discipline displayed by all.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOS. G. STEVENSON,

Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade.
Maj. SOTTTHAED HoFFMAN,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 3.

Report of Capt. Job Arnold, Fifth Rhode Island Infantry, of sMrmishes
at Little Creek and Eawle's Mill, W. C.

Hdqes. Fifth EEai. Rhode Island Volunteers,
Camp Anthony, Neic Berne, N. C, November 13, 1862.

Sir : I beg leave to submit to you the following report of the part
taken by the Fifth Rhode Island in skirmishes of Sunday, November 2,

1862

:

At the commencement of the action we received orders to support
Belger's Rhode Island battery. We formed in line to the right and
rear of the battery, in the corn field to the right of the road. When
the battery moved to take its position we filed down the road and
formed a line about 20 paces in the rear of the battery in the field to

the left of the road, our right resting toward the road, and there re-

mained till ordered to follow the battery across the ford. We had
nearly rea-ched tlie road when we were ordered to remain to sujjport a
section of Belger's battery, left in its former position.

We then formed in line in rear of a rail fence to the left and rear of

the pieces, our left resting on the woods. As soon as the battery was
ordered forward we joined the main column, and, crossing the ford, pro-

ceeded with it up the road to the rifle-pits this side of Eawle's Mill, and
remained within supporting distance of the battery while it was engaged
in shelling the enemy. At about 1 o'clock we entered the rifle-pits and
there remained until daylight. At one time the regiment was under
quite heavy tire, and it gives me much pleasure to state that both offi-

cers and men, without exception, behaved with the most perfect coolness.

JOB ARNOLD,
Captain, Commanding.

Col. Thomas G. Stevenson,
Comdg. Second Brig., First Biv., Bept. of North Carolina.
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NOVEMBER 11, 1862.—Demonstration on New Berne, N. C.

KErORTS.
No. 1.—Col. Thomas J. C. Amory, Seveutecnth Massachusetts Infantry, commanding

Brigade.

No. 2.—Capt. J. Waldo Denny, Twnnty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry.

No. 3.—Lieut. James M. Drenuan, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry.

No. 4.—Lieut. Henry M. Eichtcr, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry.

No. 5.—Capt. John F. Moschell, Third New York Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Col. Thomas J. 0. Amory, Seventeenth Massachusetts Infantry,
commanding Brigade.

Headquarters First Brigade, First Ditision,
New Btrne, N. (J., November 12, 1862.

Major : 1 liave the honor to state, for the information of the general
commanding, that on yesterday evening a report reached me that a force

of the enemy, composed of infantry, artillery, and cavalry, estimated as
being a brigade of at least four or five regiments, had made its appear-
ance in front of our pickets on the Trent road, about Jackson's house,
and was gradually advancing as our pickets retired in this direction,

their supposed intention being an attack on New Berne during the tem-
porary a bsence of a portion of our forces. I had returnAl from Plymouth
with a portion of my brigade only a few hours previous, and Colonel
Kurtz, Twenty-third Massachusetts, supposing himself still in command
of the post, failed to communicate immediately to me the information
he had received of the enemy's advance, but meanwhile, as he afterward
reported to me, took the precaution to warn the gunboats and troops
here to be in readiness. Major Garrard, Third New York Cavalry, with
the two mountaiu howitzers, had also been sent out on the Neuse road.

Toward 9 o'clock p. m. Colonel Kurtz, by my order, reported to me,
and at the same time Lieutenant-Colonel Mix, commanding Third New
Yorlc Cavalry, gave me an account of the disposition already made of

our forces, and confiruied the information 1 had previouslj' received as

to tlie force of the enemy.
At this time the oul^' regiments which had returned from Plymouth

were the Seventeenth, Twenty-fourth, part of the Twenty-third, and
about 150 men of the Forty-fourth Massachusetts. None of the artil-

lery had yet arrived.

To make the best ])Ossible disposition according to my judgment of

the small foice then at my disposal, I withdrew all the pickets on the
Trent road, picketing the line of the edge of woods in front of Fort Tot-
ten, extending the line from the Trent to the Neuse River, keeping-
mounted patrols on the Neuse road as far as the cross-road to railroad,

withdrawing the remainder of cavalry with mounted howitzers. I wa.s

unaware at this time that the railroad monitor was with the two com-
panies of infantry at the bridge, 9 miles from town. As soon as po.'<si-

ble I sent orders for this force to fall back, but in the mean time the
enemy had got between them and New Berne, haviug cut them off by
tbe cross-road from Trent road past the red house. At about 2 o'clock
a. m. these companies were attacked, 1 man killed and 2 wounded of the
Twenty fourth Massachusetts, and the enemy disi>ersed by a shell thrown
from the monitor.
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I recalled the company of the Seventeenth Massachusetts, stationed
at Evans' Mill, 8 miles from here. They arrived this morning at the
camp of the Seventeenth Massachusetts and have since then returned.
1 dispatched a locomotive and train at 1.30 a. m. for Captain Lee's bat-

tery (Rocket Battalion) and all the available force, consisting of four
companies infantry and about 30 cavalry at Newport Barracks. Tliey
arrived at 8 o'clock this morning. The infantry and cavalry returned
by the morning train ; the battery remains waiting further orders.

The Ninth New Jersey, Fifth Ehode Island, and Belger's battery
having arrived during the night with the gunboat Hunchback, I posted
these troops at various points as reserves to the line of pickets with or-

ders to the infantry in case of an attack to occupy the rifle-pits extend-
ing across the peninsula.

At daylight this morning I ordered out forces on the different roads
to recounoiter the position of the enemy, still supposing him to be in

force somewhere in our front. The whole cavalry force under Lieuten-

ant-Colonel Mix was ordered to scout the Neuse road as far as Batchel-

der's Creek.
The Twenty-third Massachusetts, under command of Major Chambers,

advanced along the railroad as far as the bridge, and leaving one com-
pany to re-enforce those in charge of the monitor, returned this evening
without having seen the enemy.
From all the information I have been able to obtain I am inclined to

believe that the force of the enemy which came down upon our pickets

was HQuch smaller than at first supposed, perhaps not over 300 men,
infantry and cavalry. Whether or not a larger force remained in their

rear I have not been able to learn with certainty.

Our regular pickets have since been re-established, those on the Trent

road, consisting of four companies Twenty-fifth Massachusetts, extend-

ing out as far as Jackson's. The enemy burned the negro houses oppo-

site Jackson's house. I think if one or two light howitzers could be

posted with the reserves of this force it would be well.

I would also beg leave to call the attention of the general command-
ing to the fact that none of the block-houses are yet armed with guns.

The earthwork at the head of county bridge, on Trent Eiver, was
manned partly by a platoon of the Seventeenth Massachusetts.

A permanent guard well drilled at the heavy guns would be an ad-

vantage.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. THOS. J. C. AMOET,
First Division, New Berne, JV. G. '

Maj. SouTHAED Hoffman,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Division, New Berne, N. 0.

Kg. 2.

Report of Copt. J. Waldo Denny, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry.

Headquaktees Camp Haekness,
November 14, 18G2.

Sib : On the morning of Tuesday, the 11th instant, by your permis

sion I ordered a party of 50 men, under command of Lieut. J. M. Dren-

nau, of Company F, of my command, to jiroceed by on indicated route

to the red house, and thence to the Trent road, at a point near the
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Grfipevine House, so called, near the Deep Gully, and from that point
to return to this camp. The report of that scout by Lieutenant Drennan
is inclosed herein and made a part of this report ; also report of Lieut.

H. M. Eichter, olficer of the day, who rendered efficient service with a
Ninall force of pickets in defending our lines from the attack of the enemy.
Upon learning of the attack upon our lines at about 4 o'clock p. m. I

immediately caused my command at this camp—Companies P, (i, and
K, of tlie Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Eegiment—to fall in, and followed
yi)ur command of cavalry to the scene of action, dispatching orders to

('()ni])any H, encamped 1 mile below this camp, to follow with all haste.

Upon reaching the corner of the road going to the rear of French's
house 1 met a private of your command riding his horse back from the
fugagcnient ui)on a run. He cried out to me to halt, as the enemy were
coining down fast and in force. Supposing the order came from you I

lialted iny command and proceeded on the road alone, being mounted,
until 1 reached Lieutenant Tew with a reserve infantry force, being
tLose who in part composed the scouting party. This ofUcer stated
that his men were exhausted, and that my companies could be of serv-
ii:e. I immediately ordered my command forward and approached the
Rocky liun under a fire of shell from the enemy, and turned to the
rigbt from the Trent road to the rear of the position held by you with
youj' command. I reported to you at this point, and immediately after

ordered Captain Wageley, of Company G, to take up position on the
hift of the Trent road so as to cover the bridge by his fire.

After remaining in our position for fifteen minutes, upon information
that the enemy were attempting to flank us on our right, I withdrew my
command to the road in rear of French's house, holding position in the
narrow belt of timber upon that road and the right of Trent road, when
we were joined by your command, taking position on the road in our
rear. I sent a messenger to Captain Wageley informing him of our
cluinge of position and ordering him to join us in case of any strong
atta(;k upon him from the front or any appearance of an attack upon
our Hanks.
At this point Lieutenant Foster, in command of Company H, Twenty-

fiftli Massachusetts Eegiment, reported to me with his command. Hold-
ing this position for some time we finally retired from it, with your ap-

l)roval, to gain a stronger position near the wood west of Mr. Eubanks'
liou.se. This was a strong position, where I flanked two companies
u|)on each side of the road, guarding the i)Osition so we could not be
Hanked on either side Mithout our knowledge. Very soon, however.
Major Garrard, of your regiment, who had ariived and assumed com-
mand, ordered me to retire with my command to our camp, where he
()iiler(^d me to place two companies in the clearing at Mr. Whitford's
liouse, on the other side of Blakely's Brand), to support a howitzer
lilaced in the road at that point. He also ordered mc to place two com-
l)anies in the yard of the Harrison house, both of which orders were
executed. In about thirty minutes Major Garrard informed me he had
orders from Colonel Kurtz, in command at New Berne, to retire to that
city, and ordered me to retire with my command, taking such valuables
as we could carry. We withdrew in order and marched as far as the
belt of woods on the Trent road, next to Fort Totten, where I was or-

dered to deploy my detachment, which I did. In a short time I received
orders from Major Garrard to withdraw to the city with my command,
which I did, taking quarters for the night at Camp Oliver.

The nest morning, upon ordens from Colonel Amory, commanding
brigade, I returned to this camp, finding the tents unmolested.
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Only two of my conimand were slightly wounded, one in the face and
another in the left hand.

I desire to call attention particularly to the coolness and bravery of

Lieutenant Drennan and the men under his command, who twice drove
back an overpowering force of the enemy and held them iu check for

nearly or quite an hour and a half. 1 think the advance of tl:e eiitnny

would have been disastrous to us had it not been for the brave conduct
of Lieutenant Drennan.

All the officers and men of mj' command beliaved themselves gallantly

under fire.

EespectfuUy, yours,
J. W. DENNY,

Captain, 25th Massachusetts, Commanding Detachment.

Oaptaiu IIoschell,
Third New Torh Cavalry, Commanding Post.

rindorsement. ]

Eeceived November 15, 1862, 10 a. m., and approved. Forwarded to

Colonel Amory, Seventeenth Massachusetts.
JNO. r. MOSCHELL,

Captain, Commanding Outpost.

No. 3.

Report of Lieut. James M. Drennan, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry.

Camp Hakkness, November — , 1802.

Sir: I have the honor to report that on Tuesday morning I caused

to be detailed bv your orders from the three companies in this camp a

force of 50 men, 3 corporals, and 3 sergeants, with Lieutenant Tew, and

started on a foraging expedition, travebng as near as possible the route

indicated by you.

We met with little success until we arrived near the red house,

where we came onto cattle and swine. We soon shot down and dressed

what we wanted and started for camp, taking the road nearest to Deej.

Gully. Being in the enemy's lines we advanced with caution. Soon,

or about 3 o'clock p. m., my advance guard reported a force of cavalry,

which I discovered as the enem v's. I deployed part of my command as

skirmishers in the woods, on both sides of the road, with the remainder

under Lieutenant Tew as a reserve, and advanced immediately on the

place we last saw them. I gave orders not to fire unless fired on. As we

came out on the Trent road the enemy were leaving the house at the

grapevine, near the gully, and made all speed for the latter place. I did

not deem it prudent to follow them, for many reasons, but started for

camp, throwing out an advance and rear guard. After stopping a,bout

fifteen or twenty minutes to rest about 1 mile this side, we resumed our

march for camp, and had barely time to get- inside our vedettes when

they attacked in force, driving in the outpost.

I immediately ordered our wagons to camp, and with b men went to

the front to give them check. My men labored under the disadvantage

of haviii"- the bright sun in their eyes and on their pieces, but we drove

them from the open field into the woods. They rallied. I sent for the

remainder of the first platoon and deployed them as skirmishers. A
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brisk fire v.as kept iip for some time by both parties until tbe enemy
gave way and ran for tbe woods a^ain. We followed them, driving
tbeni back in the woods ont of sight (but not out of hearing, as much
abusive language passed back and forth). We occupied the ground
held by them for about ten minutes. I judged their game was to draw
us on. I had previously heard the rumbling of artillery back of them,
and I fell back on the rise of gi'ound to my first position in close order.

They charged down the road to the position they had occupied and I

had just left, and deployed again, I doing the same behind the fence in

my position. In this relative position the firing was brisk on both sides.

The enemy opened with two pieces of artillery and a heavy line of

skirmishers, throwing out a force on both my flanks. I remained as long
as I deemed it prudent, then fell back in good order on the Jackson
house, and finally crossed the creek and took up a position just this

side, removing the planks from the bridge, &c.
I remained in this last position until Captain Moschell's cavalry com-

pany came up and Lieutenant Richter, with the reserve pickets; also

your own command.
My force kept the enemy in check about one hour and a half in the

fight and I think three hours from the time we first saw them. The
men of my command behaved splendidly under fire and deserved much
credit.

Tou knowing so well the lay of the land I have not appended a dia-

gram.
Respectfully submitted.

J. M. DEENNAN,
Lieut. Comdg. Co. F, Twenty-fifth Regiment Mass. Vols.

Capt. J. W. Denny,
Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry.

1(0. 4.

Report of Lieut. Henry M. Richter, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry.

Camp near. Haerison's House,
November 12, 1862.

Sir: Yesterday afternoon at about 3 o'clock I heard firing in front
of the outpost while I was visiting the pickets. I supposed the firing

came from the foraging p:irty which had left camp in the morning at 8
o'clock, under command of Lieutenant Drennan, so 1 rode slowly back,
waiting for an increase or continuation of the firing. About a mile this

side of Jackson's house I heard heavy musketry, and was informed by
a messenger that the ontpost was attacked by infantry, cavalry, and
artillery, while Lieutenant Drennan held the Jackson house with his
fatigue party. I at once dispatched all n\j pickets double-quick to the
bridge about 50 jiaces this side of Jackson's house, where I relieved
Lieutenant Drennan, who took the reserve, deploying my men 16 strong
as skirmishers and holding bridge and creek.

The enemy in front of me was infantry, covered by an elevation of
the ground, so that I had no object to fire on. The tire of the enemy
had no effect whatever, as my men laid low and were covered by trees.
We only fired a few shots at the enemy when he showed himself, with
what effect I cannot say.
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Lieuteitont Ebbs, of the Third New York Cavalry, iuforiued iiie thut
the rebels were trying to flank me by the way of Taylor's house in strong
force. I kept the creek abont ten minntcs longer, and as I could not
see any re enforcements on our side (the cavalry having taken another
position not known by me) 1 went slowly in retreat across the field
toward the roads, the enemy charging in line of battle at my former
position, their shots having no eflect on my men. At the same time
the right of the enemy charged the bridge with cavalry, and placing a
howitzer on a bluff on the right of the road they sent a few shells over
us without doing any damage.
At French's gate I formed my squad in line on one side of the road to

give you a chance to pass down with your fresh command, which was
approaching me. As my men were tired out by running up to the place
of action I took position in your rear, throwing out pickets to the right
of the road toward French's house, which road leads to Taylor's, Lieu-
tenant Drennan doing the same on the left of the road leading to the
mill near Jackson's house. There I reported to you when the battalion
fell back, and dismissed my pickets to their respective companies.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

HENKY M. EICHTEE,
First Lieut. Ttceniy-fifthRegt. Mass. Vols., Officer of the Day.

Capt. J. W. Denny, Commanding Battalion.

No. 5.

Reports of Capt. John F. Moschell, Third New York Cavalry.

Headquartees Outpost on Teent Road,
Harrisonh House, November 13, 1862.

On the 11th instant I authorized Lieutenant Drennan and Lieutenant
Tew, of Twenty fifth Massachusetts, to go out near the red house to
get some fresh meat, they having failed to supply us any from the sub-
sistence department at New Berne. On the way ba(;k they came across
a force of rebels, with three cannon, some cavalry, and infantry. They
kept them at bay from 2..30 p. m. until 3.30, and fell back to my cavalry
vedettes ; they fired at them, and, the infantry assisting them, kept them
back until word was sent to me at this place. I immediately went to

theii- assistance with the balance of my force. I also sent word down
to the commanding officer at New Berne, Colonel Kurtz ; he sent Major
Garrard out with three more companies of cavalry and the two mount-
ain howitzers belonging to the regiment, when I was relieved from com-
mand by him. He ordered my forces to fall back to camp and after-

ward to New Berne, leaving ail the Government and private property
belonging to tlie command. P^ortunately the rebels did not come down
any farther than the Jackson house.

As far as 1 could ascertain the enemy's force consisted of two com-

panies of artillery, four of cavalry, and three or four regiments of in-

fantry. It is ri'i)orted they are out about 8 miles from New Berne, on
the Trent road, now.

Kespectfully reported.

I have the honor to be, yours, «&c.,

JNO. F. MOSCHELL,
Captain, Third New York Cavalry, Comdg. Outpost.

Major-General Fostek.
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Headquaktees Otttpost at Harkison's House,
On Trent Road, N. C, November 13, 1862.

Colonel: I Lave the honor to make the following report for the in-

Ibnnation of tlie commanding general

:

Ou Tuesday, the 11th instant, I gave Captain Denny })erniissiou to

send Lieutenants Drenuau and Tew, with 50 men, out beyond the lines

toward the red house to get some fresh meat (the -subsistence depart-

ment liaviug failed to supply them any for some time) for his detach-

ment. On their way back they came across a force of the enemy which
they drove back toward the Deep Gully about 3 o'clock p. m.
Lieutenant Drennan then came on toward camp, and when he arrived

at our outpost, or vedettes, they were followed by the enemy's cavalry
and some artillery, which they posted near, and fired a couple of shot
with a (i-pounder. Lieutenant Drennan made a stand, together with
our cavalry, and fired several rounds, but finally falling back to the
.lackson Creek Bridge. One of the cavalry vedettes (Henry Eancier)
was wounded in tlie calf of his leg (flesh wound).

Information being sent me that we were attacked on the outpost by
cavalry, artillery, and infantry, I immediately proceeded with my com-
])iin> , and, ordering Captain Denny with his infantry detachment to

Ibllow, 1 arrived at the creek bridge just as Lieutenant Drennan had
crossed, and a shot from the cannon striking near did not deem it pru-
dent to take ray whole force across.

Lieutenant Ebbs and a couple of my companj' went across to see what
l)osition they were in. I had four men tear up the planks of the bridge
to make it impassable for the artillery to cross.

1 formed my men on the right of the road and sent Lieutenant Ebbs
with two or three men behind Mr. French's house to the road leading
to the red house, and a couple to the road leading toward Taylor's to

prevent a flank movement.
1 also ordered Lieutenant Drennan to fall back a little, for his men and

himself were completely jaded out. When Lieutenant Eichter came up
with a squad I ordered him to deploy on my right as skirmishers. Then
I withdrew a little more on account of the enemy coming up in full force

with infantiy and forming in front of us, and their cavalry on their left,

with a piece of artillery.

A ])iece of artillery at the Jackson house was worked with shell, which
exi)loded over the left flank of my company. At this time (it getting
quite dark) I ordered Captain Wageley and his company (G) on the left

of the road to watch the bridge and to ])revent their crossing at the
mill, anfi. ordered Captain Denny with the balance of the infantry to

fall back to the junction of the road lending from Trent road to the red
house this side Mr. French's house, and afterward fall back with my com-
l)any to the house known as Ben. Ansley's, this side French's, but leav-

ing nine mounted vedettes at three points (three in each i)lace). At this

])la<3e Sergeant Middaugh, in charge of Major Garrard's advance guard,
came uj). 1 ordered Cai)tain Deniiy and the infantry to fall back and form
on the right and left of the road at the 5-miIe post, and ordered Lieu-
tenant Ebbs to form my company in rear of them behind a skirt of pine
timber. At this time Lieutenant Chamberlain came up and delivered a
message from Major Garrard for me to have the infantry fall back to

camp, and after the infantry fell back to camp to Lave my company fall

back and cover their retreat. I posted at six different places with three
mounted vedettes in a jjlace, and after visiting them went back and re-

ported to Major Garrard.
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Miijor GaiTiird immediately ordered ine to call in all my vedettes,

which 1 immediately did.

One of the vedettes lost his revolving rifle in falling back; the strap
broke and in the dark could not Und it.

The men behaved well in every instance. Lieutenant Ebbs saw three

regimental colors and three cannons drawn by mules, and four guidons.

I have the honor, colonel, to be, very respectfully, yours, &c.,

JNO. F. MOSCHBLL,
Captain, Third New York Cavalry, Commanding Outpost.

Col. John Mix,
Commanding Third New York Cavalry.

NOVEMBER 12-14, 1862.—Operations about Suffolk, Va., including skir-

mishes (12th) at Providence Church and (14th) at Blackwater Bridge

and Zuni, Va.

Report of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8. Army, commanding at Su^'olk.

Suffolk, November 14, 1802.

About 11 o'clock p. m. on the 12th Colonel Claiborne, with 300 men,

attacked our picket of New York Mounted Eifles at ProAidence Church,,

and was repulsed, retiring to the Blackwater. Last evening the same

picket was fired upon again. Colonel Dodge was sent out to recou-

noiter, and reached Windsor about midnight. At dawn he moved for

Blackwater Bridge; had a brisk skirmish; drove their guard over;

crossed a few men ; captured three tents complete, canteens, camp ket-

tles, two muskets, and all the camp equipage of the guard of 30 men.

Strong breastworks were discovered a short distance back from the

ford. He then moved up to Joyner's Ford, which was barricaded

;

Next to Zuni, where a strong guard offered much resistance. After

bringing up his howitzers they fell back. They have strong rifle-pits

there, from which they kept up a sharp fire upon our dismounted skir-

mishers. All their cooking utensils, seven rifles, cartridge-boxes, a

sword, and many other things, with two of the guard, fell into our

hands. The loss of the enemy was much greater than ours, which is

5 wounded.
, , . , j.

These affairs are very handsome, and follow close upon the two late

ones near Zuni and Franklin.

I trust these operations will meet your approval.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Major-General Dix,
Commanding Department of Virginia.
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NOVEMBER 16, 1862.—Skirmish at Gloucester Point, Va.

K.KI'OETS.

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Henry M. Naglee, XJ. S. Army, coiiimanding at Yorktown.

No. 2.—Col. William W. H. Davis, One bundled and fourth Pennsylvania Infantry.

No 1.

Report of Brig. Oen. Henry M. Naglee, JJ. 8. Army, vornmanding at York-
town.

Hbadquabtbrs,
Yorlctown, Vu, November IG, 1862.

Colonel : I would respectfully report that at 4 o'clock this morniug
a dash was made upou tlic picket Hue at Gloucester Point, and 1 man
of the One hundred and fourth Penusylvania Volunteers was killed, 3

weie wounded, and 3 made j^risoners.

The ])icket was an advanced one of 12 persons, made by Colonel
Davis, beyoud supporting distance from the main i>icket line, within
the last four days, and without my knowledge; and that, although ad-

vised at 11 p. m., hve hours in advance, that the enemy were lurking
upou the road, no proper order was given to support the advance picket

oi- to withdrav^' it.

This attack was made after Cai>tain Hall had gone over the same
road at midnight, as reported to you by this mail, and nothing was
seen or known by either of the movements of the other.

Verv respectfully, &c.,

HENRY M. NAGLEE,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Col. D. T. Van Buren,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fortress Monroe, Va.

No. 2.

Report of Col. William W. H. Davis, One hundred and fourth Pennsyl-
vania Infantry.

Headquartkrs,
Gloucester Point, Va., November KJ, 1862.

Captain: I have the honor to report that last night about 1 1 o'(.'lock

I received information tlirougli a contraband that a force of lebelcaValrv,
said to be 600 strong, was on the road to Gloucester, 2 mile>i in front of
my picket lines. I immediately sent two companies to strengthen the
pickets, and wrote a note to Major Hall, who with his iorce was still

within tiie lines, giving the information to him. He had lelt, however,
before my messenger reached his camp, and did' not get the iufonnatiou
which might have proved valuable to him.

Things remained quiet until about 4 o'clock this morning, when a i)ickefc

stationed on the Gloucester road discovered a party of cavalry ai)proach-
ing them. When challenged they answered, first, "Federals'," and then
''One hundred and seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry," and immediately
poured two volleys into the i)ickets drawn up in the road. Our loss is I
killed, 3 wounded, and 3 missing. It is not kuowxi whether any loss was
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sustained by the enemy, but a colored man who was near by thinks some
of them -were hurt. The man who was killed was first made prisoner,
but was shot because he refused to mount behind a cavalryman. His
body was left lying in the road, but was recovered and brought into
camj) this morning.

A. negro came to the lines this morning and states that the enemy was
about 75 strong, and was concealed near the Hook store waiting for our
cavalry to pass out. A corporal who lately deserted from the One hun-
dredth New York Eegiment was with the party of the enemy and direct-

ing their movements. The point where the attack was made is about a
third of a mile outside the picket lines, and the men, 12 in number, were
thrown out as an advance post. I am informed that when the enemy
left the ground they announced that they intended to return to King
and Queen County.

If 1 learn anything additional I will immediately communicate it to

you.
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. W. H. DAVIS,
Colonel One hundred and fourth Pennsylvania Vols., Gomdg.

Capt. GrEOKGB H. JOHNSTON,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

NOVEMBER 17, 1862.—Affair near Carrsville, Va.

Report of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army.

Suffolk, November 17, 18G2.

General : At noon Major Wetherill with 150 men came upon 400

cavalry half-way between Holland's Corners and Carrsville. He re-

l»orte(l lighting and retiring slowly. From not hearing from him I in-

fer that he is all right.

Mv exi)editiou left at 1 o'clock to-day and I hope for results.

JOHN J. PECK,
3Iajor-Gcncral.

Major-General Dix.

NOVEMBEE 18, 1862.—Skirmish at Franklin, Va.

Keports of Maj. Gen. John J. Pcclc, XJ. S. Army, commandituj at Suffolk.

Suffolk, November 18, 1802-1 p. m.

General Wessells reports that the enemy lias been rc-euforced at

I'ranklin in infantry and artillery, and that he is strong there. Tbe

fords have been blocked, the aiiproachcs closed, and the crossing is

had. A smart skirmish at the river, with only a horse wounded. It

lo-jks like rain. ^^^JOHN J. TECK,
Major-General.

General ]-)ix. Fort Monroe.

3 K E—vol XVIH
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Suffolk, Ya., November 18, 18G2.

Genbkal : I advised you this afternoon of the reports from Wessells.

The boats broke last night en rotite, and they were not able to make the

bridge support the artillery. During the morning the enemy were in

order of battle back from where he proposed to cross. He has shelled

their camps. About noon he moved down in front of Franklin and
was shelling the place. They are superior in numbers, and he thinks

have from eight to twelve pieces. Only one wounded. Have advised
him to move in near the Deserted House and come in to-morrow. A
larger infantry force is needed for this position to enable us to cross

that river in the presence of the force there, and the supports that may
be sent by two railways. They could easily have re-enforced from
Weldon during the day or from Wakefield or Ivor.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Major-Geueral Dis, Fort Monroe.

NOVEMBER 22, 1862.—Eeconnaissance from Williamsburg, Va.

Report of Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. Army, commanding the Depart-

ment of Virginia.

Fort Monroe, Va., November 23, 18G2.

A reconnaissance was made from Williamsburg yesterday toward the
Chickahominy. Killed 2 and captured C of the enemy and took 11

horses. No loss on our side.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Major-General Halleck,
General- in- Ch ief.

NOVEMBER 25, 1862.—Capture of the United States steamer Ellis, New
River, N. C.

Report of Brig. Gen. W. R. C. Whiting, G. S. Army, commanding Defenses

of Gape Fear River.*

Headquarters,
Wilmington, N. G., November 28, 1862.

General: I have the pleasure of reporting tbat Captain Ncwkirk,
of the cavalry, and Ca[)tain Adams, with a section of a field battery,

have destroyed a stoaui gunboat of the enemy on New Eiver. Her
crew escaped. Her armament, ammunition, small-arms, and many ar-

ticles of value will be saved. The enemy attempted to fire her, but
being of iron but little damage was done. Great credit is due to Cap-
tains Newkirk and Adams and their officers and men.

Verv respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Gomvianding.

jMaj. Gen. Gustatus W. Smith,
Gommanding, &c., Richmond, Va.

* For roiinrts of CoiiUiiaiKler H. K. Davenport and Lient. William \i. CnsUing, U. S,
Navy, BIT Amuial Rejioi'l- of tlie Scorelary of the Navy, December 1, VH'fi.
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DECEMBER 2, 1862—Skirmish on the Blackwater, near Franklin, Va.

REFORTS.
No. 1.—Maj. Gou. Jobu A. Dix, U. S. Army, commimdiug tbo Departmout of Virginia.
No. 2.—Maj. Geu. John J. Pock, U. S. Army.

1^0. 1.

Reports of Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. 8. Army, commanding the Depart-
ment of Virginia.

Fort Moneoe, Va., December 2, 1802.
Au expedition sent out from Suffolk yesterday by Major-General

Peck captured to-day the celebrated Petersburg Eocket Battery, which
was taken from our army, and drove the enemy across the Blackwater
at Franklin. Wc have thirty odd prisoners, and are ])icking up more in
the woods. Many of the enemy killed and wounded; ourloss trifling.
I will furnish details by mail.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief.

Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., December 4, 1SG2.

General: I sent you a message the day before yesterday, by tele-

graph, in regard to an action near the Blackwater between a party of
the enemy and a portion of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, sent
out from Suffolk by Major-General Peck the previous day. Colonel
Spear, of that regiment, who commanded the expedition, returned last

night, bringing back his entire force, consisting, in addition to a i)art of
his own regiment, of portions of the Thirty-ninth Illinois, Colonel Os-
born; Sixty-second Ohio, Colonel Pond; One hundred and thirtieth

New York, Colonel Gibbs; Sixth Massachusetts, Colonel FoUansbee;
One hundred and third Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell ; two
sections of Davis' Massachusetts Light Battery and one section of How-
ard's battery, Fourth U. S. Artillery; in all, about 3,100 men. The ex-

])edition was sent out in pursuance of the object, heretofore explained
to you, of keeping a part of my force in constant motion, and also to as-

certain the truth of information reported to Major-General Peck in regard
to the movement of the enemy in the vicinity of Franklin. "While Colonel

Si)ear's force was breakfasting his pickets were driven in, and a charge
was made by about 500 of the enemy's cavalry, with a section of a rocket

battery. It was gallantly met by Colonel Spear, at the head of ,'300 of

his regiment, and the enemy, thrown into confusion by his impetuous
attack, recoiled, and was driven over his floating bridge at Franklin,

which is jn'otected by a battery of heavy guns. Ten or 12 of the enemy
were killed and 20 were taken prisoners. We also cai)tured 14 horses,

a quantity of harness, 7 saddles, 42 rifles, 70 rockets of 12 and 15 pounds,

and other minor articles. We sustained no loss either in men or horses.

General Peck speaks in high terms of the gallantry of Colonel Spear,

who has distinguished himself on more than one occasion by his prompt

and spirited movements; and the colonel mentions with commendation
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Major Strattou aucl Lieutenants Buttz and Eoper, of his rejiimeut. The
enemy retreated so suddenly that our artillery and infantry were not
brought into action. The enemy's tloating' bridge swings from one bank
of the Blackwater, which is very narrow, to the other, and is withdrawn
from our side as soon as his forces cross.

Col. J. li. Griflin and Major Boggs commanded the insurgents. Gen-
eral 11. A. Pryor has just taken command at Franklin.
With tlie means of crossing, the enemy's positioiS at Franklin might

easily have been attacked, and in all probability carried.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Maj. Geu. 11. W. IIallkok,
General-iti- Chief.

No. 2.

Reports of Muj. Gen. John J. Peck, TJ. 8. Army.

Suffolk, December 2, 1862.

Our expedition, of which I advised you yesterday, has been a great
success. Spies were sent in and a trap was sprung, but the rebels were
caught. They attacked the advance this morning beyond Carrsville.

We repulsed them, capturing the famous Petersburg Itocket Battery,
and drove the whole force over the river. We are now shelling Frank-
lin, having no means of crossing.

General Koger A. Pryor in command at Franklin
; Col. Joel E. Griffin

cummanding the cavalry and Major Boggs the artillery; thirty odd
prisoners now, more being found in the woods ; many of the enemy
killed and wounded. Our loss trifling.

Colonel Spear led his cavalry most gallantly upon the enemy's ad-
vance.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe.

Suffolk, December 2, 1862.

In view of operations elsewliere, and of the fact that Spear has no
means of crossing except with much loss and some risk of failure, I

have directed him to hold on and shell the place, coming in to-night.
The victory is now complete, but a repulse iu crossing would take ofl'

the edge. The rebels have been tearing up the rails, so that Ave are
not able to-day to use more than 8 or 10 miles. Parties are out at
work. Will we get any pontoons?

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Major-General Uix, Fort Monroe.

Suffolk, Va., December 3, 1802.

On the morning of the 1st, contrabands reported that the rebels were
throwing up works near the railway, 1 miles this side of Franklin, J
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onlorcd Colonel Si>ear to proceed tbere diiritis' the night with portions
of the Thirty-ninth Illinois, Colonel Oslwrii ; 8ixty-secoiid Ohio, Colonel
Pond; One hnndred and tbirtieth New York, Colonel Gibbs; Sixth
IMassachnsetts, Colonel Follansbee ; One hnndred and third Pennsyl-
vania, Lientenant-Colonel Maxwell ; two sections of Davis', one of

Howard's artillery, and a portion of his cavalry—in all 3,100—for infor-

mation, and to drive off any force that he found there.

No works were found, but while breakfasting his pickets were driven
in and a furious charge was made by some 500 cavalry, with a section

of a rocket battery.

Colonel Spear took 300 of his cavalry and gallantly led them upon
the head of the column, which recoiled under this impetuous attack.

Confusion ensued ; many jumped off and fled into the woods, while

others put about for Franklin.
The cannoneers and horses being disabled, the gallant Pennsylvaniana

made quick work with the battery, and chased the Georgian squadrons

to their floating bridge under the guns of Franklin. IJesides driving

the enemy over the river and capturiug his section, 10 or 12 were killed

and 20 made prisoners. Fourteen horses, harness, 7 saddles, 42 rifles,

70 rockets of 12 and 15 pound, and other minor articles fell into our

hands.
No portion of the artillery or infantry was called upon, and I am

happy to say that no loss of men or horses was sustained. Col. J. li.

Grifdn and Major Boggs commanded. General P. A. Pryor had just

assumed command and was making his reconnaissauce toward Suffolk.

This brilliant affair entitles Colonel Spear to great credit and adds

to his already high reputation, lie upentions iavorably Major Stratton

and Lieutenants Puttz and Roper.

Very respectfully,
JOHN J. PECK,

Major- General.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Commanding Department of Virginia, &c.

DECEMBER 8-12, 1862.—Eeconnaissances from Suffolk to the Blackwater

and skirmishes at and about Zuni, Va.

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. .Tolm A. Dix, u! S. Army, coiiimaii<liiisllieDopn,rt:mcut of Virginia.

No. 2.—Maj. Geu. John .7. Peek, U. S. Army, coninianding; at Snflolk, Va.

No. 3.—C.apt. J. II. Sikos, Company D, Sf.vimlh Conredcratc Statos Cavalry.

No. 1.

Reports of Maj. Gen. John A. jn.r, V. S. Arm;/, commanding the Depart-

ment of Virginia.

Fori' Monroe, Va., Decemher 8, 1SC2.

The troops in this department will be ready to move at short notice.

Banks' expedition, Avhich came here wanting large amounts oi quarter-

master commissary, and ordnance stores, has drawn us very low, but

fresh supplies have been ordered. In furtherance of Foster's move-
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ineut a cavalry force from Suffolk Avas thrown down upon the Chowan,
near the moutli of the Blackwater, to-day. At midnight to-night South
Quay camp will be shelled. On Thursday a dash will be made on Ivor,

near Zuui. All this with a view to keep the enemy busy and to draw
off his attention, and, if possible, his troops from Weldon, &c.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Major-Geueral Hai^leck,
Oeneral-in- Chief.

FoET Monroe, Va., December 12, 1802.

Some of our cavalry got across the Blackwater ; captured a captain, a
sergeant, and 11 privates and killed a considerable number of the en-

emy. Our loss, 1 killed and 11 wounded.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Genera l-in- Ghief.

Hdqes. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Ya., December 13, 1SG2.

General: The demonstrations were made as promised. On Mon-
day we had a considerable force near the mouth of the Blackwater, or

its junction with Chowau. On Tuesday we shelled South Quay. On
Thursday we were to have been at Zuni, but from the badness of the

roads General Ferry did not get there till yesterday morning (Friday).

There was sharp lighting during the day, but we did not succeed in

crossing, except with a small part of our cavalry.

We killed a considerable number of the enemy, captured a captain, a
sergeant, and 11 men, and drew a large force tliere—part, as we sup-

pose, from Weldon. We had 1 man killed and 11 wounded.
I heard from General Peck last night, and he supposed the object of

the demonstration accomplished. There was an article in the Northern
papers, which went to Eichmond, of course, stating that General Emory
had sailed from this post to re-enforce you, and 1 fear this false report
has induced the enemy to strengthen himself in your front.

Hoping to hear favorable news from you, I am, respectfully and
truly, genera], yours,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Gene^-al.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster,
Commanding Department of Worth Carolina.

No. 2.

liejjortu of Maj. Gen. John J. Pecic, U. 8. Army, commanding at SnfolJc, Va.

Suffolk, Va;, Deceviher 8, 1SG2.

Besides giving Foster Wessells' old brigade I i)roposed making a se-

ries of demonstrations toward Blackwater for his benefit, if practicable.
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Accordiuftly Colonel Dodge will be on the Chowan at noon this day, at
Manny's Ferry, and give the imjjression that he is looking for a cross-

ing. Only 14 miles from railway but 20 from Suffolk. About midnight
South Quay camp will be shelled. Thursday night dash at Ivor or
Franklin.
Had Wessells' old troops remained, proposed making clean thing of

Franklin; but I am weaker than before. These new men do not know
their facings, and their hearts are not in warfare, judging from their

desertions. Can you loan me two old regiments for four or five days,
to arrive light on Wednesday"? We must not fail if we attempt on
Franklin. Nottoway Bridge being done brings Weldou within two
hours' time.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, Fort Monroe.

SUPPOLK, Becemher 8, 1SG2.

I alluded to the arrival of two regiments at Franklin this morning.
This is confirmed ; also that a third one was sent down on Friday to

Wakefield and marched across to Franklin. I have a man who left

Petersburg on Friday. He says all the approaches are being fortified

;

that infantry and artillery were sent to Wakefield; that Jackson's in-

fantry was falling back to Eichmond. He was told that a brigade of

Stuart's cavalry was coming to the Blackwater; that the troops of

General French had been ordered this way. He heard tliat 5,000 had
gone from here to Carolina.

JOHN J. pp:ck,
Major-General.

General Dix.

SuPFOLK, Decemher 9, 1802.

Wo shelled the rebel camps about midnight at South Quay.

Has been very cold ; ice tfiick enough to bear a horse.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Major-General Dix.

Suffolk, December 9, 1SG2.

We threw seventy odd shells into the South Quay camps with effect.

Found the Chowan strongly picketed and watched. A brigade and 500

cavalrv on the Lower Blackwater, below Franklin.
^ JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

iSIajor-General Dix.

Suffolk, Va., Decemher 12, 18C2.

Ferry's command was all night on the route, in consequence of the

numerous detentions, and had no sleep. The demonstrations since Mon-

day having been very successful in drawing the very marked attention

of the enemy, 1 have directed the return to-moiTow of the commands.

One captain, 1 sergeant, and 11 privates were captured on the other
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biiiik ill tbo rifle-pits. Some of our borse got over. The river was
liif;li, !)ot fordable, and filled with obstructions, so that they could not
bridsie it under fire. Our loss, 1 killed and 11 wounded. Enemy's loss

considerable.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- Getieral.

Major-General Dix.

Suffolk, Va., December 12, 18G2.

General Ferry's demonstration is having the effect of drawing troops
In that quarter, so that on the whole line we shall greatly benefit Gen-
eral Foster. Ue rejiorts the river all blocked with trees and other ob-
structions; long lines of ritie-pits heavily lined with sharpshooters.
Brigade of cavalry has arrived at Ivor. This last was reported to mo
by a^ man I have, aud is confirmed. Has not crossed. Sharp firing now.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- Genera I.

Major-General Dix.

Suffolk, Va., December 12, 1SG2.

Franklin has been heavily re-enforced. Pryor was at Carrsville on
Tuesday, and remained with 5,000 infantry, with his advance near Hol-
laixrs Corners. Spear is at Carrsville watching the flank of Ferry.
Tliis corroborates my information sent you from deserters and contra-
bnnds. Firing in direction of Zuni.

JOUN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Major-General Dix.

[Addenda.]

Memorandum of understandiiuj between Captain Flusser and General Fos-
ter, December 0, 1SC2.

1st. Captain Flusser to furnish pilots for the Chowan River to the
army transports.

2d. On the 11th to be in the Upper Chowan with one or two gunboats

;

more gunboats if he can furnish them. These are to be re-enforced by
two or more army gunboats, to be under Captain Flusser's coininaiid.

3d. To communicate with Major-General Peck, commanding at Snlfollj,

by means of parties sent from Winfield. The letter to be so written
that if it falls into the hands of the enemy he will think that the at-

tack is to bo made on the Blackwater in earnest instead of being a
demonstration. The word "co-operate" will express this idea to Gen-
eral Peck in si)eaking of your assistance. This letter must be sent at
once. The general impression to be given to those who may communi-
cate to the enemy is that a serious attack is to be made on the P>hick-
watcr.

4th. The coal-schooner to be brought up by Captain Graves is to be
sent back to Roanoke Island as soon as the immediate wants of the
gunboats are satisfied.
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utb. Tlie deiiioiistratlou on the Blackwater is to continue for one week
from tbe 11th, unless Captain Flusser bears from General Foster to the
contrary, and even then the strong show of force is to continue for a
few days longer, and even until General Foster sends to inform bim
that tbe main attack is completed. The force then is to make some
liostile demonstration on the 11th, to keep it up until tbe lOtb, and then
to maintain a hostile attitude until be hears from General Foster.

6th. General Foster will write to General Peck through tbe canal,

but this is not to prevent Captain Flusser sending a letter also., Tbe
rough draught of a suitable letter is inclosed.

C. W. FLUSSER,
Lieutenant- Commander.

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General, Commanding.

Memorandum of understanding hetween Major- General Peck and General

Foster, December 2, 1SC2.

I. Wessells' brigade to be at tbe landing on the Chowan, near Gates-

ville, some time during tbe day or night of the Cth (weather permitting),

the transports being there to receive them.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

2. It is probable that a movement will commence as follows, viz

:

3. Get down at night to mouth of North River, Albemarle Sound.

4. Start them—the transports—to the Chowan.
5. Arrive at mouth of river (Chowan).

G. Come ui) river.

7. Embark.
8. Start for W.
9. Arrive at W.

10. Prepare for march.
II. Start out 8 miles.

12. March to K.
13. Attack K.
14. Marcb toward G.

15. Make preliminary attack.

1(). Forcible attack.

17IV. 1

IS. > Pretty sure of being before G.

19. ^
J. G. FOSTER^

Major- General, Commanding.

Suffolk, Va., Becemher 12, 18C2.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster:

Yours of tbe lltli just received.* My troops left yesterday, and are

fighting now. , „ ,,

Captain Flusser has anisunderstood tbe tenor of my message. My
intention was to release him from co-operation on F. [Franklin], as

* Not found.
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that was not the point I had decided to strike. Lest the courier should

be captured I could not specify the place on the Blackwater.
A copy of my communication of this date is inclosed, which will more

fully inform you.
In haste,

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Suffolk, Decemher 12, 1SC2.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster,
Commanding Department of North Carolina

:

The brigade of Wessells was ahead of time and reached you in good
order and will do good service.

My pontoons did not arrive. I found the enemy re-enforcing F. after

we took the Eocket Battery from him, and I resolved to strike else-

where, and communicated to Captain Flusser my intentions.

Accordingly, on Monday, I sent parties to the Chowan to look for

crossings, &c.; on Tuesday morning shelled South Quay, &c. These
operations, as intended, brought additional force to F. and the lower
river line.

At noon yesterday all my available force left for the demonstrations
on the river. The command should have been across Blackwater at

daylight, but has been. delayed by the terrible condition of the roads,

live hours having been required to move 4 miles.

At this hour (11 a. m.) firing is heard from the vicinity of Zuni, where
the Petersburg Railroad crosses the Blackwater. Unless we draw very
heavily from Weldon and Petersburg by rail some results should attend
in addition to aiding your operations, the success of which I have much
at heart.

Your favors of the 5th and 8th arrived at noon yesterday.
In haste, very truly,

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- Ocneral.

P. S.—Three thousand were reported in F. on the 2d, and now 12,000

at F. and vicinity. Heavy additions have been made all along the river

up to Zuni.

StrrFOLK, Va., Decemher 12, 1SG2.

Major-General Foster,
Neic Berne, N. C.

:

Have sent communications to you via Norfolk and Winlield, giving
you some details of my series of demonstrations. When we parted the
enemy had in Franklin about 3,000, and perhaps as many more in the
vicinity, and I was inclined to strike there. Finding the river wide and
deep below and no pontoons to be obtained, and re-enforcements arriv-

ing there, I was compelled to change my point of attack, and accord-
ingly released Captain Flusser from his co-operation. Fearing capture
of the messengers, I did not tell the captain where I should make the
demonstrations.
On Monday I sent cavalry and artillery to the Chowan, at Manny's

Ferry, with a view to draw the enemy's attention in tliat quarter, which
was entirely successful. About 1 a. m. on Tuesday the camp in the
vicinity of South Quay was shelled.
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Yesterday I sent a large force, cavalry and artillery, in the vicinity of
barrsville and Franklin, and from Colonel Spear, commanding, I learn
tliat some 12,000 men are in that immediate locality. Hi« force is stillm that quarter.
Besides the movement toward Franklin I sent yesterday noon every

avadable man to demonstrate near the crossing of the Petersburg Eaii-
way and the Blackwater River. The command is still in that direction
and has occupied the attention of the enemy very much, who have been
re-enforcmg by railway, &c., all dav.

Truly, yours,

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

No. 3.

Report of Copt. J. E. Sikes, Company D, Seventh Confederate States
Cavalry.

SiE
:
According to your order I have the honor to transmit to you a

report of the engagement my command had with the enemy at Joyner's
Ford, Blackwater River, Virginia, on December 12:

I was ordered by Cok [W. C] Claiborne to leave Ivor on the 10th
and repair to Joyner's (distant G miles) with my company and take com-
mand at that place. About 1 o'clock on the morning of the 12th I re-
ceived information that the enemy were moving in the direction of the
ford in considerable force and to prepare for an early attack. My camp
was about 1 mile west of the ford. I ordered my men into line. After
inspection I marched to Joyner's house, 200 yards west of the ford. I
there halted, dispatched to the guard (who were in the rifle-pit) the in-
formation I had received and that I had arrived at the house. After
light sufficient had appeared we discovered the enemy had taken posi-
tion in our front, and for 200 yards above and below the ford, behind
trees, stumps, and logs, of which there are an abundance, it being a
cypress swamp. Their artillery were in position on an eminence in a
field some 400 yards from the river. I divided my company, taking 15
men with me in the rifle-pit (which was rudely and hastily constructed)
and ordered Lieut. [P. A. S.] Morris [Company D], with 12 or 15 men,
to deploy down the river below the ford to watch the enemy and report
to me if they attempted to cross. I found 9 picket guard in the rifle-

pit (Capt. [F. E.] Burke, of the same regiment). Immediately on my
entering the rifle-pit the enemy opened upon us a heavy fire of small-
arms. We replied with equally as good will, and, am proud to say, with
a great deal better effect. After receiving their fire for some time and
discovering superior numbers, I dispatched to Colonel Claiborne my
condition. After an almost incessant fire for more than an hour from
their infantry, and failing to dislodge us, they ceased firing for a short
time for the purpose, as the New York Herald's correspondent states,

of a novel cavalry charge. He states General Peck ordered two com-
panies of infantry to be mounted behind two of cavalry, charge across
the river, dismount the infantry, drive us from our position or force
irs to surrender. They formed in a field to our left and came down
the public road (which runs at right angles with the river until within
200 yards of the ford, when it turns to the left and runs nearly parallel

with the stream) in columns of fours in beautiful and almost perfect

order. When they arrived opposite the rifle-pits and were in the act of
forming platoons (as they could have crossed in columns of platoons,
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tlie ford being suiificieiitly wide) we opened a volley upon them which
had the eftect of emptying a number of saddles and throwing the whole
into disorder. While attempting to reform we fired so rapidly u[ton

them that witliout orders, so far as we could hear (and we were snlli-

ciently near to hear every order distinctly, the river not being over .SO

yards wide), they right-about and made the quickest possible time to

get into the thick woods.
After the retreat of the cavalry the enemy, who were jiosted behind

trees and stumps, poured a perfect volley of oaths and imprecations upon
us, exi)ressivo alike of their cowardice and degradatioTi. They soon
renewed the attack with both infantry and artillery, and proving unsuc-
cessful from their position, they moved two howitzers down the road
within 100 yards of the rifle-pit and opened with shell and canister,

which they kept playing, I suppose, for more than an hour, during which
time wo took chances and fired occasionally. About this time, fearing
they would make another charge under' the protection of their artillery,

I dispatched 3 men to camps to secure our horses, as I was determined
to hold the pass to the last extremity. I dispatched 2 also up the
river to watch their movements. They soon returned with the infor-

mation that the enemy were crossing above the ford. I immediately
moved up the river with all my force except 3 men, whom I left in the
rifle-pit with orders to fire as rapidly as possible. My object was to

prevent their crossing until re-enforcements could arrive, which I was
momentarily expecting. The stream divides just above the ford and
forms a small island. They had only crossed one branch and had
halted on the island and discovering our movements returned in their

boats.

While I was preparing to meet them above they had effected a cross-

ing below tlie ford by means of pontoon boats at a deep bend of the
river under the cover of dense thicket. As soon as I discovered they
had landed we started in double-quick for Joyner's house, as that was
our only chance to make a stand, they having landed ten to our one.

They discovered our design and rushed to cut us off, and succeeded in

doing so. Our only chance for defense then was a rail fence diagonally

to onr right. The labor and exposure we had been subject to for eight
or ten hours had very much exhausted us. We were nearly surrounded
before arriving at the fence. The enemy halted and fired (one company).
Tlie result was one of my men was instantly killed. I receiyed a severe
wound in the muscles of the right shoulder. I also received a wound in

the hand while in the rifle-pit, which caused considerable loss of blood.

1 fell on receiving the wound in the shoulder and my men halted around
me, and in a few moments we were surrounded by three companies of

tlie Thirteenth Indiana Regiment. We were immediately taken over
the river and hurried in the direction of Suffolk. Soon after we had
crossed the river our artillery came up and opened upon the enemy,
which had the effect to hasten their move toward Suffolk.

Our loss was as follows : Killed—Private Thomas Barker; danger-
ously wounded—Corpl.W. E .Green ; taken prisoners—Privates William
n. Dean, G. W. Gattord, Thomas J. Hasty, Chandler Smith, M. B. Smith,
Jackson C. Spinks, George W. Baily, A. M. Brady, Jeff'. Whitehead, and
W. B. Whitehead.

Lieutenant Morris' men were so posted down the river as only to bring
3 of his men in the action.

My whole force in the rifle pit did not at any time exceed 24, making
a total of only 27 actually engaged with the enemy. Before our cap-
ture my forces were greatly reduced by sending couriers and men to
secure horses, &c.
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I feel it but just to state here that more resolute and dctermiued
bravery could not have been shown than that which was exhibited by
our little band in defending the ford for more than four hours against an
enemy of an overwhelming force. Their forces cannot be accurately

stated, but from their own imblished accounts they had at and near tlie

ford eight regiments of infantry, two regiments of cavalry, and one bat-

tery of artillery. They report men killed and wounded out of live dif-

ferent regiment's.

The enemy's loss has been variously estimated by citizens living on
their side of the river. Some say they lost over 100 in killed and
wounded. We may safely say from what we saw and heard while we
were prisoners that their loss was all of 50 men killed and wounded.
The object of tlie enemy was very apparent from the fact they had a

large train ofwagons, fifteen or twenty pontoon-boats (a portion of which
tliey burned on their retreat), quite a number of ambulances, and every-

thing necessary for the advance of a well-appointed army.
Before closing this report 1 feel it due the ofQcers in whose iiauds we

fell to mention that we received every kindness we could expect. We
lacked nothing for our comfort they could reasonably supply.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. SIKES,
Captain Company D, Seventh C. IS. Cavalry.

Maj. Gen. S. G. Feench, Commanding Department.

[Indorsoment.]

Headqitaeteus,
Petersburg, Va., March 14, 18C3.

ItespectfuUy forwarded. This is a record of a very successful skirmish

on the Blackwater, in which Gaptain Sikes and his men greatly distin-

iruished themselves.
S. G. FEENGH,

Major-General. Commanding.

DECEMBER 10, 1862.—Attack on Plymouth, N. C.

KErORTS.*

No. 1.— Capt. IJariiabaB Ewer, jr., Third MassacliusottK Infantry.

No. 2.—First Lieut. Jonathan T. Mizull, Company C, First North Carolina Infantry

(Union).

No. :5.—Maj. Gen. Samuel G. French, C. S. Array.

No. 1.

licports of Capt. Barnabas Ewer, jr., Third Massavhvsetts Infantry.

Plymouth, N. C., December 10, 18(ili.

yiE: At 4.30 o'clock this morning our pickets were driven in by a

force (as near as we can estimate) of four companies of infantry and one

of cavalry and tour pieces of artillery. They came in immediately, driv-

ing all before them. Our forces (some 200 men), after making all the

"~^l''or reports of Lieut. Commander Flusser and Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Bohm,

U. S. Navy, sec Annual Keport of the Secretary of the Navy, December 7, 180:3,
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resistance possible, took refuge in the custom-house. The artillery was
planted so as to fire upon us there, by which means considerable damage
was done. The town was tired in many places, and this morning is pretty
much destroyed, including the building used for headquarters and all

things therein.

At the third discharge of the enemy's artillery the gunboat Southfield
received a shot through the boiler, which disabled her, but her captain
kept up as brisk firing as his crippled condition wotild allow. The gun-
boat Commodore Perry hearing the firing came to our assistance, but
was too late, as the enemy had left.

At roll-call this morning some 30 men were missing; several are
Mounded, one dangerously. I am in hopes some of the missing will come
in, but some are no doubt prisoners. A number of the enemy are known
to have been shot, as they were seen to fall, but were carried away by
their comrades. ,

Further particulars will be forwarded as soon as we can obtain them.
EespectfuUy, yoxir obedient servant,

B. EWEE, Jr.,

Captain, Commanding Post.

General Foster.

Headquarters,
Plymouth, Jf. C, December 11, 1862—7 p. m.

Sir : I send this in addition to my first (yesterday's) report of the
attack upon this place. The attack was made by cavalry, infantry, and
artillery, their combined force being greatly superior to our own. Bj'

tiieir artillery they were enabled to cripple the only gunboat ( Southfield)

then near the town, and to inflict considerable injury upon the custom-
house, where the greater part of our forces had taken refuge.

After the Southfield had drifted a short distance down the river she
was met by the Commodore Perry, who towed her up, and the two boats
now lie opposite the town. The rebels had already left after having
been here over an hour.

The town is more than half burnfed. All the principal buildings on
the street where the hotel was situated are gone. Everything in head-
quarters was burned, including the record of those who bad taken the
oath of allegiance, and some muster and pay rolls which were to be for-

warded to other garrisons in this part of the State. Company I lost 15
missing, 1 of whom is doubtless killed, and 2 wounded, 1 dangerously.

All this day they have been stationed just outside the town, their
pickets being within a mile of the river. We have not suflBcient force
to warrant an attack upon them, being simply able to perform guard
and ])icket duty, and even this comes so often that it is seriously affect-

ing the health of the men, and in my judgment the necessity of sending
more men to assist in that duty is quite apparent, and if we are ex-
I)ected to do anything more than simply to stand watch over the site of
the town a much larger force seems indispensable. The citizens are
pretty generally fleeing, and not much besides negroes will soon be left.

The gunboats are ready, however, and by their assistance we will try
to give the rebels a reception worthy of the cause, should they again
become the attacking party.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. EWEE, Jr.,

Captain, Commandinn Post.
General Foster,
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[Indorsement.]

Write to Captain Flusser, asking for a statement of the way the troops

J. G. F.

behaved, &c.*

Headquaetees,
Plymouth, N. C, December 30, 1862.

Sm : I have to report that on the morning of December 10, a little

before 5 o'clock, our pickets were driven in by a force consisting (as
near as we can learn from apparently reliable sources) of at least 600
men, composed of infantry, cavalry, and artillery. After making all

possible resistance our forces, of not more than 150 men in line, mostly
infantry, retreated to the custom-house. This movement was made in

accordance ^vith the plan of defense which has always contemplated the
tiring by the gunboats upon the town if attacked by a large force. The
artillery was planted so as to fire upon the gunboat. Only one boat
(Southfield, Captain Behm) was here (although there are generally two
and frequently more), and she arrived the day before. The captain was
not acquainted with the avenues of approach to the town. The third

shot from the artillery passed through the boiler of the boat, letting the
steam out and crippling her. She slowly drifted down the stream, firing

as she went.
The enemy proceeded to set fire to the town, and after an hour thus

spent, during which our men annoyed them as they could, they hur-

riedly withdrew.
Three of Company I were wounded (one of whom has since died) and

I,") are missing, one of whom is supposed to be dead and the others

prisoners.

I herewith transmit Lieutenant Fogertj''s report of his loss. I also

send estimates of the loss sustained by each company.!
Several of the enemy were seen to fall, and loud calls were made for

their ambulances. Several deserters have since arrived, who report

that seven companies of the Seventeenth North Carolina Eegiment com-

l)osed the infantry.

I am, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
B. EWEE, Jr.,

Gaptam, Commandinff I'ost.

Colonel EiCHMOND.

[luclosure.J

Plymouth, Decemher 30, 1802.

Deae Sie : In obedience to your order I send you the correct list of

the men wounded and taken prisoners in my company at the attack on

Plymouth the night of the 10th. We had 1 man wounded, 3 taken pris-

oners, and none killed. This is a correct statement of the attack.

Your obedient servant,

THOMAS J. FOGEETY,
First Lieutenant, Comdg. First North Carolina Cavalry.

Captain Ewee.

> See "Addenda," p. 48. t JTpt foupd,
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[Addenda.]

United States Steamer Commodore Terry,
FlymovtU, N. (J., December. 30, 1SG2.

Maj. Geii. J. G. Foster,
Comdg. Dept. of North CaroUna, New Berne, N. C.

:

Dear General: Admiral Lee -wislies mc to remove the j^uiis from
Cobb's Point and further demolisli the battery, if yon have no objection.

Coneeriiing the behavior of the troops liere the other day, I liearthat

Sergeant Cliit and some of the North Carolinians behaved well. I found
some of the Massachusetts men and some of the North Carolinians at

the custom-house when I arrived.

Captain Ewer was on board the Southfield, 1^- miles down the liver.

I asked where his men were, and he said he did not know, but Itoped

most of them were in the swamp. The fact is, so soon as the Southfield

lell back (which she ought maybe not to have done) Ewer got friglit-

eiied, left his men, and went on board. The whole affair was disgrace-

ful, and the more so, as it has since been ascertained that the attacking
party, those who entered the town, did not exceed 200 men. 1 shall

write you again to-morrow.
Kind regards to your staff.

Sincerely, yours,

C. W. FLUSSBli,
Lieutenant- Commander.

No. 2.

lieport of First Lieut. Jonathan T. Mizcll, Company C, First North Car-
olina, Infantry (Union).

Tlymouth, N. C, December IC, 18G2.

Sir : 1 resume my seat for the purpose of informing you of the attack

the rebels made upon our little village, and 1 should judge from all the
information I can gatlier and from what I saw they numbered some 450
strong—300 infantry, 3 pieces of artillery, and 70 cavah-y. About 4.30

o'clock they drove our pickets in with a volley from their infantry,

and in fifteen minutes our company was in line, and as the odds were
loo great for our little force I deemed it most iirudent to fall back in

the rear of the custom-house, and before we could all get in the build-

ing they had jilanted their pieces of ai'tillery on the wharf and had
fired some three rounds at the Southfield, and the third fire disabled
her boiler. After they found she was disabled and dropped down the
river they moved their field pieces on the corner opposite headquarters,
but not without loss of some men. They commenced to shell the cus-
tt)m-liouse, and as they passed down tlie street in small groups our men
would let the lead fly at them to the best advantage, and 1 do assure
yoTi our little Noith Carolina volunteers behaved most nobly. They
were calm and collected, much more so than I expected. Sergeant
Clift was informed that the rebels lost 15 killed and 30 wounded, some
mortally and some slightly, and the information he got yesterday cor-
roborates the other statements we received. I lieard they had four
wagon loads of killed and wounded. Our men never received a scratch.
The North Carolina cavalry lost 3 men prisoners and 1 Avounded. Coiu-
jiany I, of Massachusetts, lost 14 prisoners, 1 wounded, and 1 missing.
One man on the Southfield lost a leg. VVc sustained considerable loss
from lire. The best and most of the principal part of the town are
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burued up. The families of our men were left without a change of
clothing, and they are in a distressed condition. Besides, we have lost
all of our books, pay and muster rolls, and a quantity of clothing be-
longing to the men ; some ammunition. They captured nothing from
the Government, but pillaged private dwellings, &c. I believe I have
given all of the particulars that I can think of at present.

1 must speak of something else in your last coniniuuication. You
wrote to send the names of the twelve men that are to be transferied to
the cavalry company, and inclosed you will find them on a piece of paper,
and when you write to me I would be glad if you will send me the orig-
inal muster-roll, so we can get the time of enlistment of them, as all of
ours were destroyed by fire in Sergeant Cliffs house, with all of Lis
property. Also please send me a morning-report book ; monthly and
weekly reports also. I should be glad to have a descriptive and com-
pany clothing book ; and by complying you will greatly oblige.

Tours, respectfully, &c.,

J. T. MIZELL,
First Lieut, Comdg. Company C, First N. C. Infantry.

Col. E. E. POTTEK.

p. S.—Deae Sir: We have not yet received our equipments that
were left at Eoanoke Island, and as soon as I can make it convenient I
shall dispatch Sergeant Olift for them. Please answer soon.

No. 3.

Report ofMaj. Oen. Samuel Q. French, C. S. Army.

Peteesbukg, Va., December 12, 1862.

Plymouth, K C, was attacked by our forces under Lieut. Col. [John
C] Lamb, of the Seventeenth North Carolina Eegiment, and captured
on the 10th instant at 5 a. m. The enemy's loss severe ; 25 prisoners
and 75 negroes taken. Town reduced to ashes. We had 1 captain and
C men wounded ; none killed. The gunboat protecting the town was
driven away disabled.

S. G. FEENCH,
Major- General.

General S. Coopee.

DECEMBEE 11-15, 1862.—Eeconnaissance from Yorktown to Gloucester,

Matthews, King and Queen, and Middlesex Counties Va.

Report of Brig. Gen. Henry M. Naglee, U. 8. Army.

Headquaetees Fiest Beigade,
TorMown, Va., December 16, 1862.

Colonel : I would respectfully report that, being in command dur-
ing the absence of General Keyes and believing a little active employ-
ment would be of service to the men, on the 11th instant, at C.30 a. m.,

I ordered the Fifty-second Pennsylvania, Colonel Dodge; Eleventh
Maine, Colonel Plaisted ; the One hundredth New York. Colonel l^andy

;

the Fifty-sixth New York^ Major Wheeler ; Battery H, First New York,

4 E E—TOL xrni
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Lieuleuant Mink, and two squadrons of the Fifth Pennsylvania Oavalrj

,

Major McCandless, to proceed to Gloucester Court-House, where I fol-

lowed and arrived at 6 p. m.
The Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry were thrown out at 1 a. m. of the

12th to the North End Mill, on the Piankatauk Elver road, preparatory

to the landing a few hours later of Captain Hall, with 'JO of the Sixth

New York Cavalry, below Matthews Court-House, where ho had been
conveyed and landed in an admirable manner by Capt. Foxliall Parker,

under the protection of the crew and guns of the Mahaska, assisted by
one company of the Independent Battalion of New Tork, Colonel Com-
fort.

The only opposition here made was by some 40 rangers, who immedi-
ately fell back, and continued to do so as Captain Hall approaclied, re-

peatedly dispersing into the woods and swamps whenever he charged
upon tliem and as often reassembling.

After the cavalry arrived and reported to me, on the afternoon of the

12tli instant, the Fifth was ordered to Wood's Cross-Koads and found
the picket of the King and Queen Cavalry advanced to that place. Tlie

main road to Scuffletown was, on the morning of the 33tli, thoroughly
examined beyond that place, and after finding no enemy in force in that
direction, with 40 of the Sixth New York and tlie cavalry of Major Mc-
Candless I pushed the reconnaissance in the direction of Buena Vista,

the headcpiarters of the King and Queen Cavalry. At 2 miles from that

l)lace the Fifth Pennsylvania were held in reserve, and Captain Hall,

with 30 men, was sent to feel the position of the King and Queen Cav-
alry. He soon came ia contact with their pickets, but they gave way

;

he got within 300 yards of their main force, but they would not stand.

After re])eated attempts he got within 150 yards and dismounted ; fired

a volley, which wounding several, they again retreated. Hall mounted
and pursued and ran them through their encampment and 2 miles be-

ycmd it to Centreville. I then directed the barracks, stables, and all

of tbeir commissary stores to be burned and some arms found on the

])remises to be brought away. It being now late in the afternoon, the
One hundredth New York, Colonel Dandy, was ordered forward to

Wood's Cross-lioads and the cavalry to bivouac for the night at that

place.

On the following day, at C a. m.. Major McCandless' cavalry and those
of Captain Hall were sent into Middlesex County, some miles beyond
the Dragon Ordinary, to destroy a large tannerj-, which was manufact-
uring a large quantity of leather for the use of tlie rebel army, the ma-
chinery, buildings, and 2,000 tanned hides being destroyed. Several
wagon loads of finished leather were brought away, with the pro] irietors

of the establishment, whom, I would recommend, should take tlie oath
not to aid the rebel army in future.

On the night of the 14th the One hundredth New York, followed by
the Sixth New York Cavalry, retired from Wood's Cross-Iioilds, by the
way of Belle Itoy, while the rest of the command marched directly to

(iloucester Point, followed by Major McCandless, and by 4 p. m. of the
I.'ith in.stant, with the exception of the cavalry, all had returned to their
encampments at Yorktown, without the loss of a man or an animal.
\V"e found irregular cavalry (rangers) formed in Matthews, Gloucester,
King and Queen, and Middlesex. The most of them were not in uni-
form, and were engaged in catching runaway negroes and in forward-
ing supplies to Richmond. As soon as they were attacked they scat-
tered, and it was impossible to pursue them. The only means 1 could
advise to meet the difficulty was to take horses and arms from the citi-
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zens, which, from the effect immediately appareut, I believe the most
effectual.

I found several large herds of hogs and sheep on the road to the
commissariat at Eichmond, and I did not hesitate to turn their direc-
tion toward our lines. With almost equal want of hesitation I d.irected
my quartermaster to take horses, cattle, sheep, and cows from those
who had an abundance, and report to me an accurate account of every-
thing taken, and from whom taken, that a proper record be kept to
meet any demands hereafter.

Among some 15 or 20 prisoners taken, one-half of them were of the
army. I found Captain Seawell, a prominent citizen of the counties
named that dragged Virginia into secession, and who I found engaged
in forming new companies of rangers.

I take great pleasure in referring to the conduct of Captain Hall, who
charged and ran five times his number of the King and Queen Cavalry
through their encampment. His command marched over 90 miles, and
performed their duties to my entire satisfaction.

Major McCandless deserves special notice, but I regret that I cannot
include his command, some of whom procured whisky by threatening
the families of private residences.

To Colonel Plaisted and his regiment I return unqualified thanks for

the unexceptionable manner they performed every duty.

The military conduct of the rest of the command was good, but much
censure is due to the officers and their men for petty thieving practiced
upon the people of the country. The conduct of the Fifty-sixth jSTew

York was disgraceful in this respect, and I have arrested the command-
ing officer and shall prefer charges against him.

In conclusion I would report that the four days' reconnaissaucc to

Matthews, Gloucester, King and Queen, and Middlesex was entirely

successful, and that the objects for which it was made have been fully

accomplished.
Very respectfully, &c.,

HENKY M. NAGLEE,
I

Brigadier-General.

Lieut. Col. D. T. Van Bueen,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of Virginia.
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DECEMBEE 11-20, 1862.—Expedition from New Berne to Goldsborong}>, N. C.

Dec. 11-12, 1862.—Skirmislies on the Kinston Eoad.

12-15, 1862.—Naval operations on the Nense Eiver.

13-14, 1862.—Skirmishes at Southwest Creek.

14, 1862.—Engagement at Kinston.

15, 1862.—Affair at White Hall Bridge.

16, 1862.—Engagement at "White Hall.

Affairs at Mount Olive Station and Goshen Swamp.

17, 1862.—Raid on Dudley Station.

Engagement at Goldshorough Bridge.

Skirmish at Thompson's Bridge.

RKFORTS.*

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of North

Carolina.

No. 2.—Return of Casualties in the Union forces.

No. 3.—Capt. David A. Taylor, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief Signal OfQcer.

No. 4.—Col. James H. Ledlie, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief of Artillery,

commanding Artillery Brigade, of operations December 11-17.

No. .^.—Capt. Edwin S. Jonney, Battery F, Third New York Light Artillery, of en-

gagements at Kinston and White Hall, December 14 and 16.

-Maj.Cbas. FitzSimmons, ThirdNew York Cavalry, of operations Dec. 15andl7.

-Maj. Jcptha Garrard, Third New York Cavalry, of operations Dec. 15-17.

-Capt. John F. Moschell, Third New York Cavalry, of operations Dec. 11-16.

-Capt. Newton Hall, Third New York Cavalry, of operations December 12-16.

-Capt. Ferris Jacobs, jr.. Third Now York Cavalry, of operations Dec. 13-14.

-Capt. George W. Cole, Third New York Cavalry, of operations Dec. 12-16.

-Col. Thomas J. C. Amory, Seventeenth Massachusetts Infantry, commanding

First Brigade, First Division, of engagements at Kinston, White Hall, and

Goldshorough Bridge, December 14, 16, and 17.

-Lieut. Col. John F. Fellows, Seventeenth Massachusetts Infantry, of engage-

ments at Kinston, White Hall, and Goldshorough Bridge, Dec. 14, 16, and 17.

-Maj. John G. Chambers, Twenty-third Massachusetts Infantry, of operations

December 11-16.

-Col. Charles L. Holbrook, Forty-third Massachusetts Infantry.

-Col. Charles R. Codman, Forty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, of engagements

at Kinston and White Hall, December 14 and 16.

-Col. Augustus B. K. Sprague, Fifty-first Massachusetts Infautry.

-Col. Thomas G. Stevenson, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Infautry, com-

manding Second Brigade, of engagements at Kinston, White Hall, and
Goldshorough Bridge, December 14, 16, and 17.

I.—Lieut. Col. Robert Leggett, Tenth Connecticut Infantry, of engagement at

Kinston, December 14.

I.—Col. Horace C. Lee, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry, commanding
Third Brigade.

-Maj. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry.

-Lieut. Col. William S. Shurtleff, Forty-sixth Massachusetts Infantry.

-Col. Charles A. Heckman, Ninth New Jersey Infantry, First Brigade, Second

Division.

* For report of Commander A. Murray, U. S. Navy, see Annual Eepoxt of the Secre-

tary of the Navy, December 7j^ 1863.

No.
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No. 24.—Maj. Abram Zabriskie, Ninth Now Jersey Infantry.

No. 25.—Brig. Gen. HenryW. Wessells, U. S. Army, commandiug Third Brigade, Peck's

Division, of operations December 5-21.

No. 2G.—Lient. Col. Abijah J.Wclhuau, Eighty-fifth Now York Infantry, of engage-

ment at Kinston, December 14.

No. 27.—Col. Lewis C. Hunt, Ninety-second New York Infantry, of engagement at

Kinston, December 14.

No. 23.—Capt. George \V. Hinds, Ninety-sixth New York Iiifantrj^, of engagement at

Kinston, December 14.

No. 29.—Col. Joshua B. Howoll, Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Infantry, of operations

December 13-17.

No. 30.—Maj. Alexander W. Taylor. One hundred and first Pennsylvania Infantry, of

engagement at Kinston, December 14.

No. 31.—Lieut. Col. Wilson C. Maxwell, One hundred and third Pennsylvania In-

fantry, of engagement at Kinston, December 14.

No. 32.—Lieut. Col. Horace A. Manchester, First New York Marine Artillery, of naval

operations on the Nense Eiver, December 12-15.

No. 33.—Maj. Gen. GustavusW. Smith, C. S. Army, commanding Department of North

Carolina and Southern Virginia, of operations December 13-18.

No. 34.—Lieut. Col. Walter H. Stevens, C. S. Engineers, of operations December 1&-17.

No. 35.—Brig. Gen. Nathan G. Evans, C. S. Army, commanding Brigade, of operations

December 13-17.

No. 36.—Col. Peter Mallett, North Carolina Battalion, of engagement at Kinston, De-

cember 14.

No. 37.—Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Clingmau, C. S. Army, commanding Brigade, of en-

gagement at Goldsborough Bridge, December 17.

No. 38.—Lieut. Col. Stephen D. Pool, C. S. Artillery, of engagement at Goldsborough

Bridge, December 17.

No. 39.—Brig. Gen. Beverly H. Eofcertson, C. S. Army, commanding Brigade, of en-

gagement at White Hall, December 16.

No. 1.

Reports of Maj. Om. John G. Foster, TJ. 8. Army^ commanding the De-

partment of North Carolina.

Headquaetees Depaetment op Noeth Caeolina,
Kinston, December 14, 1862.

Geneeal : I have the honor to inform you that I left New Berne for

this place on the 11th, bnt that owing to the bad roads and consequent

delays to train, &c., I did not reach Southwest Creek (5 miles from

this town) till the afternoon of the 13th. The enemy were posted there,

bat by a heavy artUlery fire in front and vigorous infantry attack on

either flank I succeeded in forcing a passage and without much loss.

This morning I advanced on this town and found the enemy strongly

posted at a defile through a marsh bordering a creek. The position

was so well chosen that very little of our artillery could be brought in

play. The main attack therefore was made by the infantry, assisted by

a few guns pushed forward on the roads. We succeeded, after five

hours' hard fight, in driving the enemy from their position. We fol-

lowed them rapidly to the river ; the bridge over the Neuse at this point

was prepared for firing and was fired in six places, but we were so close

behind them that we saved the bridge. The enemy retreated precipi-

tately by the Goldsborough and roads. Their force was about

6,000 men, with twentv pieces of artillery. The result is we have taken

Kinston, captured eleven pieces of artillery, taken 400 or 500 prisoners,
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and found a large amount of quartermaster's and coniniissary stores.

Our loss will not i)robably exceed 200 killed and wounded.
I marcli to-morrow at daylight on Goldsborough. From that point 1

return to New Berne, whence I will make a more detailed report.

I am, general, with great respect, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTER.
Major-General Halleck.

Headquarters Department of North Carolina,
JSfetc Berne, N. C, December 20, 18G2.

General : Eeferring to mine of the 14tli instant, from Kinston, I have
the honor to inform you that I succeeded in reaching Goldsborough and
in burning the railroad bridge of the Weldon and Wilmington Railroad
at that point. The bridge at Mount Olive I also destroyed, and about 4
miles of track. I encountered and defeated the enemy at Kinston, White
Hall, Thompson's Bridge, and Goldsborough.
My loss in killed, wounded, and missing will not exceed 400.* The

enemy's loss I have not ascertained. I have taken nine pieces of artil-

lery, about 500 prisoners, and destroyed some quartermaster's and com-
missary stores.

1 am, with great respect, your obedient servant,
J. G. FOSTER.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck.

Headquarters Department of North Carolina,
Neic Berne, N. C, December 27, 1862.

General : Referring to my letters of December 10, 14, and 20, 1 have
the honor to report that I left this town at 8 a. m. of the 11th with the
following forces

:

General Wessells' brigade of General Peck's division (kindly loaned
to me), Colonel Amory's brigade, Colonel Stevenson's brigade, Colonel
Lee's brigade—in all, about 10,000 infantry ; six batteries Third New
York Artillery, .30 guns ; Belger's battery First Rhode Island Artillery,
guns; section ofTwenty-fourthNewTorkIndependentBattery,2guns;

section of Twenty-third New York Independent Battery, 2 guns—total,

40 guns ; the Third New York Cavalry, about 640 men.
We marched the first day on the main Kinston road about 14 miles,

when, finding the road obstructed by felled trees for half a mile and over,
1 bivouacked for the night, and had the obstructions removed during the
night by the pioneers.

I pushed on the next morning at daylight. My cavalry advance en-
countered the enemy when about 4 miles from the bivouac of the pre-
^'ious night, and after a sharp but brief skirmish the enemy were routed
with some loss. On arriving at the Yine Swamp road I ordered Captain
Hall, with three companies of cavalry, to push on up the main Kinston
road as a demonstration, while the main column proceeded by the Vino
Swamp road to the left, thereby avoiding the obstructions and the enemy
on the main road. Captain Hall encountered the enemy in some force,
but after a severe fight whipped them, taking 18 prisoners and killing
a number. The march of the main column was somewhat delayed by
the bridge over Beaver Creek being destroyed. This was rebuilt, and
I pushed on, leaving a regiment (Fifty-first Massachusetts) and a sec-
tion of artillery (Twenty-third New York) at the bridge to hold it and
to protect the intersection of the main road and the xoad I was on, to

* But see revised statcmeut, p. 60.
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support Ciii)taiii Ilall, and to prevent any force driving liim back and
occupying tlio cross-roadM in the rear. The main column pusbed on
about 4 n)iles and bivouacked lor the night. There was some cavalry
skirmishing during the day.
On Saturday, the 13th, we again started, leaving the second main

road, the one I was on, to the right, and leaving at this intersection the
T'orty^sixth Massachusetts and one section of artillery, (Twenty-fourth
Now York) to hold the position, and feint on the second main road. We
reached Southwest Oreek, tlic bridge over which was destroyed, and
the enemy posted on the opposite bank, some 400 strong, with three
ineces of artillery. The creek was not fordable, and ran at the foot of
a deep ravine, making a very bad position for us. I ordered a battery
in as good a position as could be obtained, and under their fire the
Ninth New Jersey, whicli had the advance, pushed gallantly across the
(treek by SMMmmiiig, by fragments of the bridge and by a mill-dam, and
iormed on the opposite bank. At the same time the Eighty-fifth Penn-
sylvania, of General AVessells' brigade, forced a passage by the felling
of trees and fording about half a mile below the bridge, and engaged
11i<>. enemy's left, who thereupon retired and deserted his breastworks.
1 had ordered the Twenty-third Massachusetts, of Colonel Amory's
brigade, to cross at the mill to support the Ninth New Jersey, and also
crossed the remainder of General Wessells' brigade. Colonel Heck-
man, witli the Ninth New Jersey, advanced and was fired upon, when
about 1 mile from the creek, with canister and musketry. The regi-
ment cliarged at double-quick, drove the enemy, took some prisoners,
and captured a Gpounder gun, caisson, &c., complete. General Wes-
sells bivouacked on the farther side of the creek with the Ninth in the
advance. The balance of the command, with the artillery, remained on
this sid-e of the creek. The Ninth New Jersey ; Company K, Third New
York Cavalry, and Morrison's battery Third New Y^ork Artillery, had
«(uite a skirmish with the enemy, but drove him "and encamped for the
night. From the south side of the creek 1 sent a company of cavalry to
strike and jjrocecd up the Kinstou road. No. 2 (I was on No. 3). The
comjjany jjiocecded up the road toward Kinstou, and found the enemy
jiosted by a bridge, which was prepared to be destroyed. The company
charged them, and they retired with some loss, destroying the bridge.
The enemy's force at this place was estimated at one regiment and four
pieces of artillery. Major Garrard, with three comjianies of cavalry
and one gun of AUis' section of artillery, proceeded on a reconnaissance
on a road leading to White Hall. After following this road about 10
miles, and liaviug met with no opposition, they rejoined the main
column.
Sunday, the 14th instant, I advanced the column, and when about 1

mile from Kinston encountered the enemy in strong force. They were
]iosted in strong i)ositiou in the wood, taking advantage of the ground,
which formed a natural breastwork. Their position was secured on their

I'ight by a deep swamp and their left was i^artially protected by the
river. The Ninth New Jersey was deployed as skirmishers, and General
Wessells' brigade, with Morrison's battery Third New York Artillery,

was ordered to advance to the right and left of the road, the battery
being sent to our extreme right supported by one of General Wessells'

regiments. Colonel Amory's brigade was then advanced, the Seven-
teenth Massachusetts Volunteers being sent to support Colonel Heck-
man on the right, and two regiments (Twenty-third and Forty-fifth

Massachusetts) advanced up the road. My artillery (three batteries) I

]josted in a large field on the right of the road and about three-fourths

of a mile in rear of our line of attack, the only position they could be
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placed in. I then ordered Colonel Stevenson's brigade, with Belger's

Ehode Island battery, forward. The Twenty-fourth Massachusetts sup-

ported this battery, and the Fifth Ehode Island, Tenth Connecticut, and
Forty-fourth Massachusetts were ordered forward, the two former on the

left of the road and the latter on the right, to support the regiments

there in pushing the enemy and turning that flank.

The Tenth Connecticut advanced steadily to the extreme front, re-

lieving two of Wessells' brigade, which were short of ammunition, and

after receiving a terrible fire for some twenty minutes made a most gal-

lant charge in conjunction with the Ninety-sixth Eegiment New York
Volunteers of General Wessells' brigade, which, with the advance al-

ready made (slowly, but surely) of the entire line, forced the enemy to

retreat precipitately for the. bridge over the Neuse, which they crossed,

firing the bridge, which had been prepared for that purpose. Several

regiments were so close, however, that about 400 prisoners were taken

from the enemy. A line was formed to the river and the fire extin-

guished before great damage was done.
The Ninth New Jersey and Seventeenth Massachusetts Eegiments

and General Wessells' brigade were at once crossed, pushed into the

town, and halted. I ordered the bridge to be at once repaired for the

crossing of cavalry and artillery.

General Evaus retired about 2 miles from town with his command
and formed line of battle. I sent a flag of tmce to inquire whether he
proposed to surrender. He declined. I immediately prepared to at-

tack him, but knowing that he had three bght batteries and one section

to start with, was unwilling to sacrifice my men, and waited for my ar-

tillery to cross. I ordered Batteries E and I, Third New York Artillery,

to shell the enemy with their 20-pounder Parrotts (four in number) from
the opposite bank, and crossed Colonel Amory's brigade with all dis-

patch ; but before I could attack the enemy they had retired, and it being
by this time night I was unable to pursue ; moreover, my object was
accomplished.
The troops bivouacked in the field beyond the town that night; a

provost guard was established for the protection of the town and all

necessary precautions were taken. I sent Captain Cole, Company K,
Third Eegiment New York Cavalry, down the east bank of the Neuse to

a work commanding the river. He reported it deserted, with six guns,
in position, and the work to be of great strength. I sent the company
back with teams to bring up the guns and blow up the magazine.
Captain Cole being unable to remove the two heavy guns, one 8-inch
columbiad and one 32-pounder, destroyed them, and brought back four
field pieces complete. These, with two others deserted by the enemy
and the one taken by the Ninth New Jersey, I sent to New Berne, un-

der escort of Captain Cole's company (K) Third New York Cavalry.
The next morning, the 15th, I recrossed the river and took the river

road for Goldsborough. I left a strong guard of cavalry in the town,
under Major Fitz Simmons, to make a demonstration on the Goldsbor-
ough road on that side of the river. Colonel Ledlie, Third New York
Artillery, remained to destroy commissary and quartermaster's stores
and burn the bridge. Major Fitz Simmons advanced some 9 miles in
the direction of Goldsborough, when, hearing the whistle of a locomo-
tive, he fired three shots in the direction of the sound, upon which the
train immediately returned in the direction of Goldsborough. Colonel
Ledlie, before leaving Kinston, destroyed a locomotive, a railroad mon-
itor, &c.

I advanced without opposition to within 3| miles of White Hall,
where I halted for the night. I sent Major Garrard with three com-
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panics of cavalry to make a recounaissance to White Hall Ho fomulone regimcDt and four guns ou our side of the bridge over the Ne sebut^thcy quickly retreated as he approached, firing the bridge effect!

'''Hru"*^^*>J"'""°'°^ (^^*^^) I ordered Major Garrard, with five com«a
ZlrY^'t ^'^ Y«^l^ Cavalry and one section of arti iS-y Twlnt^dNew York, to proceed to Mount Olive, a station on the Wilmington andWeldou Eailroad, 14 miles below Goldsborough. In pa^ u^wSHall en route lor Mount Olive his command was fired upon from the

ffZ unHlM'^'"^'",
^' P^^-^^^.^^« euns in positioned returnedthe fare until the mam column arrived, when he limbered up and pro-

Zf^'U7ff^ ^r?.* ^^^^?' ^^''^ P«i°t ^« "^^^^^^^ without opposition.Heie he destroyed the railroad track for about a mile. He then pro-ceeded along the line of the railroad for 4 miles and destroyed the bridge

r^'J ^""i^'-^i
^'^^°'P- ^^^ *"^"^ b^t^'^e^ Mount Olive ami the GoshfnSwamp Bridge was torn up and burned in five places.

Ihe column having arrived at White Hall and finding the bridgeburned and the enemy in some force, with infantry and artillery on theother side, and this being the direct road to Goldsborough, I determined
to make a strong feint, as if to rebuild and cross. The Ninth New Jerseyand Colonel Amory's brigade were sent forward and posted on thebank of the river to engage the enemy. I then ordered up several bat-
teries and posted them on a hill overlooking the enemy's intrenchments.
ihey opened on and silenced, after an hour's firing, the enemy's gunsThe enemy still maintained their admirable position with sharpshooters"
but deeming my object accomplished I moved my command forward
toward Goldsborough, leaving sharpshooters in rear to continue the
faght. \\ e bivouacked that night 8 miles from Goldsborough, encoun-
tering no further opposition.
On the morning of the 17th I advanced on Goldsborough. I ordered

Major Fitz Simmons, with two companies of oavalry, to make a feint
in the direction of Dudley Station aud Everettsville. They scattered a
small force of the enemy there in every direction, burned two trestle-

work culverts, destroyed a train offour railroad cars, water-station, depot,
&c., as well as some small-arms, which they were not able to carry off,

and captured a flag of the enemy. They then returned b.v a short cut
to the main column. I also ordered Major Garrard, with four com-
I)anies of cavalry and one section of artillery, to make a feint in the
direction of a bridge over the Neuse, on our right, called Thompson's
Bridge. He found the enemy in force, supposed to be one regiment of
infantry and four pieces of artillery, and the bridge already burned. I

then directed, in order to make the feint more complete and to further
distract the enemy, one regiment (Forty-third Massachusetts) and An-
gel's battery Third New York Artillery to the support of the cavalry
and engage the enemy, which they did, silencing, after an hour's brisk

engagement, the enemy's fire.

Colonel Lee's brigade was in advance of the main column aud came
upon the enem.y in small force on the edge of the wood lining the rail-

road track. Kiggs' battery Third New York Artillery was placed in

position and opened on them, when the enemy retired. The Ninth New
Jersey and Seventeenth Massachusetts were ordered to strike the rail

road track and follow it up direct to the bridge, which they were to burn

.

Three regiments of Colonel Lee's brigade were ordered to their support

(the Twenty-fifth, Twenty-seventh, and Third Massachusetts); the re-

maining regiment was thrown on the left to protect our flank in that

quarter. General Wessells' brigade was advanced and formed on the

hill overlooking the track, &c.; three regiments were thrown to the left.
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and tlio. rpinaiuiug regiments in lines, to be available at any point. ]\Iy

urtillciy was brouglit forward and placed in position, firing to the front

and left, principally at tlie bridge. The enemy replied with artillery

from the other side of the river. Colonel Heckmau advanced steadily

up the track, fighting the enemy's infantry posted at the bridge and
receiving a Are from the artillery in a monitor-car on the track of the

bridge. After two hours he reached the bridge, and nnder a heavy tire

Lientenant Graham, Twenty-third New York Battery, acting as aide-

(le camp to Colonel Heckman, fired the bridge. All who had previously

attemi)ted it were picked off, as was wounded Lieut. B. N. Mann, Sev-

enteenth Massachusetts, who accompanied him.
1 brouglit all my artillery to bear to prevent any effort to save the

bridge, and, when the fire was doing its work, ordered a countermarch
for Xew Berne, leaving Colonel Lee to form the rear guard. Colonel

Lee was forming his brigade to leave the field, deeming the fight over,

wlicn three regimental colors were seen across the railroad track, the
men protected by the embankment on which the track was laid. Colonel
Lee placed Morrison's battery in position and recalled his regiments in

line. The enemy advanced with cheers across the railroad, steadily in

line, n5)on Colonel Lee's brigade. Morrison's battery opened on the ad-

vancing line with spherical case and with good effect, but they advanced
steadily until within 300 yards of the battery, when, unable to stand
If le fearful loss they were sustaining from the battery, they broke and
retreated. Their retreat was unexi)ectedly covered by a masked bat-

tery in the woods on oar left. Belger's Rhode Island battery, which
had be(>n brought back, opened in reply to the battery and on two regi-

ments which came in view, supporting their guns. Eiggs' battery
Third Xew York Artillery was placed on an eminence on our left and
in line with the enemy, thus bringing a cross-fire to bear. Tliey were
thereby forced to retire, as was also a regiment in the woods on our right.

Colonel Lee, having orders not to attempt any further move, again
formed liis brigade and batteries and proceeded to join the column,
\\ liich 1 had halted on hearing the firing from Colonel Lee.
This was a bold attempt of the enemy to entraj) and secure Colonel

Lee's brigade and Morrison's battery. Owing to the efficiency of Colonel
Lee and Morrison's battery it was a disastrous failure. With a strong
cavalry rear guard I then started on my return by the direct road, tooic

and transported my sick and wounded men from White Hall and Kin-
ston, carrying them all safely to this point.

On the 13th a fleet of small boats left Kew Berne, under Commander
Mun-ay, U. S. Navy, to attack the works on the river at Kinston, but
owing to the lowuess of the water in the river only one small boat, the
Allison, under Colonel Mancbester, Marine Artillery, -was brought into

action. The works being too strong she, after a gallant resistance, was
obliged to retire, having, however, effected a good purpose by mysti-
fying General Evans as to where the attack was to come from, and in-

duced him to retain several regiments on the Kinston side of the Nense,
thus diminishing the force opposed to us.

In conclusion I take great pleasure in reporting on the conduct of the
otticers and men under my command. It was most excellent, and main-
tained fully their high reputation.

General Wessells' brigade, of General Peck's division, behaved like

veterans, and reflected, by their drill, discipline, and steadiness under
liie, the qualities of their commanding officer.

Colonel Ileckman, of the Ninth New Jeisey, was, with his admirable
regiment, alwaj's in advance,, and displayed the greatest courage and
efQciency.
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The Teutli Eegiiiient Counecticut Volunteers, uiuler Lieutenant-
Colonel Leggett (as they always have done), behaved in the most gal-

lant aud dashing manner, making a charge under a fire which in twenty
minutes killed and wounded 90 men out of 340.

Colonel Potter, of the First North Carolina Volunteers, acted on my
staff, and was of the greatest aid and assistance to me by his coolness
and observation.

I must particularly mention the conduct of Lieut. George AV. Gra-
ham, Twenty-third New York Battery, acting as aide to Colonel ]Ieck-

man. Throughout the entire march he was conspicuous for his veiiturc-

sorae courage, and at Goldsborough, in company with Lieut. L. N. Mann,
Seventeenth ^Jlassachusetts Volunteers, advanced and fired the bridge
under the fire of the enemy's infantry and artillery. He only escaped
capture by jumping from the bridge down the bank. Lieutenant Mann
Avas wounded.
The artillery force, under Colonel Ledlie, was well placed and well

served, and the commanding ofdcer and the batteries, without excep-
tion, did most excellent service.

The Third New York Cavalry, though not acting as a regiment, were
in all cases prompt, brave, and efficient, as shown in the body of my
report.

Much credit is due to Mr. H. W. Wilson, engineer, who, in charge of

the pioneers and a force of contrabands, did most excellent service in

building bridges, repairing roads, &c.
I inclose to General E. A. Hitchcock the lists of paroled prisoners,

numbering 49G.*

I herewith inclose lists of the killed, wounded, and missing, showing
an aggregate of 90 killed, 478 wounded, and 9 missing.t

Among the killed I must mourn Colonel Gray, of the Ninety-sixth New
York Eegiment. He was killed at the head of his regiment at the

Kinston Bridge. Though but a few days in this department he had
already won the high esteem of all here.

In the charge of the Tenth Connecticut they lost Capt. H. A. Wells

and Lieuts. W. W. Perkins, T. D. Hill, and J. C. Coffing, all good and
excellent officers, who died doing a gallant duty.

For many details of distinguished services of individual officers 1 beg

to refer to the brigade and regimental reports herewith inclosed.

I have the honor to be, very respectfullv, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTEE,
Major-General, Commanding Department.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Gcncral-in- Chief, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept. of North Carolina,
5fo. 81. )

-ATew.' Berne, December 20, 1802.

The commanding general desires to thank the troops under his com-

mand for the new proof of their courage and steadiness aflbrded by the

recent expedition. The veteran brigade of General Wessells aud the

troops of this department alike did their duty as soldiers well.

Bv order of Mai. Gen. J. G. Foster:
SOUTHAED HOFFMAN,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

* Omitted. t But sec revised statement, p. GO.
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Genebajl Oedees, I IIdqes. EiGHTEENTn Aemy Corps,
No. 18. i Neic Berne, January 15, 1863.

In consideration of and as a reward for their brave deeds at Kinstou,

AVhite Hall, and Goldsborougli, the commanding general directs that the

regiments and batteries which accompanied the expedition to Golds-

borough inscribe upon their banners those three victories:

Kinston, December 14, 1802.

White Hall, December 16, 1802.

Goldsborough, December 17, 1802.

The commanding general hopes that all future fields will be so fought

that the record of them may be kept by inscription on the banners of

the regiments engaged.
By command of Mai. Gen. J. G. Poster:

[SOUTHAED HOFFMAN,]
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 2.

Return of Casualties in the Union forces. *

[Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, etc.]
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No. 3.

Report of Capt. David A. Taylor, Third Neio York Light Artillery, Chief
Sig7ial Officer.

Hdqks. Signal Detachment, Dept. op N. C,
Ifew Berne, December 22, 1862.

Sir : Supplementary to the report already made out (but which I was
unable to forward before this time), I forward the following report of the
proceediugs of the detachment under my command

:

On the 11th day of December, 1862, 1 accompanied Maj. Gen. J. G.
Foster on an expedition to Goldsborough, taking with me the following-

named officers with their men, viz: Joseph Fricker, first lieutenant,

Eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and acting signal officer; F. Schlach-
ter, first lieutenant, Eleventh Connecticut Volunteers, and acting signal

officer; Henry T. Merrill, second lieutenant. Seventeenth Massachusetts
Volunteers, and acting signal officer; C. C. P. Keith, second lieutenant,

Twenty-third NewYork Volunteer Artillery; Edward S. Moffatt, second
lieutenant, Ninth New Jersey Volunteers, and acting signal officer; and
N. S. Barstow, second lieutenant. Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Volun-

teers, and acting signal officer.

Unfortunately Lieutenants Merrill and Barstow were taken sick soon

after the expedition marched, and consequently were unable to take an
active part in any of the battles which were fought on this march.

On Sunday, the 14th instant, the battle of Kinston was fought. As
the battle was fought in a thick swamp there was no possible oppor-

tunity for signaling until just at the close of the action, after the en-

emy was driven into the open ground and across the Neuse River

Bridge, when I saw a favorable opportunity to charge upon and cap-

ture two regiments of rebels, and accordingly I signaled back to Gen-

eral Foster to send forward a light battery and the cavalry which were

already across the bridge; but the general instead sent up a flag of truce

and asked them to surrender, which of course they did not do, but suc-

ceeded in escaping, as before treating they demanded and obtained a

half hour's time, during which time the Union forces should remain

halted at Kinston. I was most of the time occupied in carrying orders

and placing troops in position and was with my flagmen a fourth of a

mile in advance of the leading regiment.

At night I accompanied a company of cavalry to the rebel batteries,

4 miles below Kinston, and assisted in bringing oft' four field pieces

and destroying an 8-inch columbiad and a 32-pounder siege gun, which

were in position in the batteries, and with which the enemy had in the

early part of the dav driven oft' our gunboats.

On the 16th instant General Foster fought the battle of White Hall,

on the Neuse Eiver. As soon as the battle commenced I placed my
officers in the most prominent positions on the field, and accompanied

by Private Jacob A. Eeed, Company I, Third New York Artillery,

went in with the leading regiment and examined the position of the

enemy. After obtaining a close and accurate survey of their works

and position, I opened a station under a severe fire of musketry and

called for some field guns to be sent to me, which General Foster im-

mediately forwarded. Upon their arrival I placed them in position and

twice sighted the guns myself. The fire of the guns was very effectual.



62 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Chap. XXX.

driving the enemy out of the works they occupied; also completely rid-

dling a half-finished gunboat which the enemy had ou the stocks upon
the opposite side of the river, and were occupying as a rifle-work at the

time.

While sending the message for the guns I was hit by a musket-Shot
on the index finger of the right hand, but fortunately was not much
hurt. My flag received three shots through it. Private lleed behaved
with great coolness all through the engagement. Toward the close of

the action I was ordered by General Foster to withdraw the artillery

and pick out and post as many sharpshooters as would cover the en-

emy's position, which I accordingly did, under one of the severest

musketry fires I have ever seen.

On the 17th instant General Foster fought the battle of Goldsborough.
The object of the action was "to gain possession of the railroad bridge

over the jSTeuse Eiver. The action was a double one, the first being in

the morning, the second in the evening. In the morning the rebels,

after a little skirmishing, retreated across the railroad bridge, but kept
up a sharp fire of musketry and artillery on our advance. I went im-

mediately ou to the railroad, placing Lieutenant Schlachter with Gen-
eral Foster and other oificers with different brigadiers and artillery.

After getting ou the railroad I went immediately forward of the skir-

mishers, and at every favorable point made close observations of the
enemy's position, and finding it impossible to cross the bridge I called

far artillery, which immediately came forward, took position, and com-
menced shelling the enemy with very decided effect.

After the bridge was carried and burned and our batteries had silenced
the enemy's fire. General Foster drew off his forces, sujiposing the bat-
tle was over; but after abont three hours the enemy came on with two
brigades of infantry and one batteryfrom some crossingof the river above
the bridge and commenced an attack upon our rear, of which Lieutenant
Keith immediately informed me by signal and I informed the general.
The battle now renewed was soon ended, with very severe loss to the
enemy and very slight loss to us.

Ou account of the exceedingly diflicult nature of, the country and the
inexy)erience of my officers less signaling was done than otherwise
would have been. Both officers and men behaved as became soldiers
and gentlemen, and when this detachment shall have had sufficient
field practice they will compare favorably with any that I am acquainted
with. I take this occasion to recommend to vour favorable considera-
tion Lieuts. C. 0. F. Keith, E. S. Motiatt, F. Schlachter, and Joseph
Fricker as capable and efficient officers; and Privates Jacob A. Eeed,
Company I, Third New York Artillery; Samuel ]S\ liogers, Company A,
Twenty-first Massachusetts Volunteers; William jST. ]iaker. Company
I), Eighth Pennsylvania Eeserve Volunteer Corps ; Pulaski ITindes,
Company G, Ninth New Jersey Volunteers, and William J. Lindsay,
First Pennsylvania Eifles, as cool, brave, energetic men, always ready
for any undertaking, however desperate, attentive to their duties, intel-

ligent and capable, precisely the men needed in this corps, and 1 take
pleasure in recommending them to the department, and hope they will
receive a suitable promotion.
Although somewhat foreign to this report, I cannot refrain from men-

tioning the conduct of Privates H. P. Baker, Company E, Third New
York Artillery, and Lucius D. Craft, Company D, Eighth Pennsylvania
Eifles Volunteer Corps, who, just at the close of the battle of Kinston,
rode a mile or so to Ihe left of the line of battle and captured and
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brought ill a uiajor, a captain, and some 30 nou commissioned officers
and privates. An act of rash bravery rarely equaled.
All which is respectfally submitted.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID A. TAYLOE,
Captain and Chief Acting ISignal Officer, Dcpt. of N. C.

Maj. Alheut J. Myek,
Signal Officer, U. S. Army.

No. 4.

Iici)ort of Col. James H. Ledlic, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief of
Artillery, commanding Artillery Brigade.

IIeadquakters Aetilleey Brigade,
New Berne, N. C, December 24, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations
of this brigade in connection with the recent expedition:
The artillery under my command consisted of Batteries B, E, P, H,

I, and K, Third New York Artillery; Battery F, First liliode Island
Artillery-, and a section each of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth
New York Independent Batteries.
Leaving Xew Berne December 11, at 7 a. m., marched 14 miles

About 5 p. m., December 12, the Twenty-third New York Independent
Battery, Captain Ransom, was left, with the Fifty-first ]Massachusetts
Volunteers, to guard the bridge over Beaver Creek, 13 miles from Kins-
ton. Captain Eansom remained there until the 14th, when ho moved'
toward Kinston, and, supported by a company of the Fifth ilassachu-
Ni'tts A'olnnteers, was assigned to the defense of a bridge near there.

On the 15th ho rejoined the main column.
About 9 a. m. December 13 the right section of Battery B, Third New

Y'ork Artillery, under Lieutenant Day, which had been sent in advance
of the niain column with a squadron of cavalry, engaged a force of the
enemy at Southwest Creek and shelled an earthwork commanding the
bridge. The remaining two sections of Battery B, under Cai)taia Mor-
rison, were shortly after brought up and flred about 40 rounds. Bat-

teries E, F, H, and K, Third New York Artillery, were brought into

position on the center and left of our line, but did not open iire.

December 14, the skirmishers of the Ninth New Jersey Volunteers

having engaged the enemy, the right section of Battery B, Third New
York Artillery, under Lieutenant Day, was sent forward and took posi-

tion in the road leading to the river bridge. The remaining sections of

the battery, under Ca])tain Morrison, were posted in an open held on

the right of tlie road and shelled the woods. Battery F, Third New
York Artillery, Captain Jcnney, came into battery on the loft of tlie

road, 200 yards in rear, and fired at the bridge at the distance of 1 j

miles, tlie direction and distance being given by a guide. Batteries 1<j

aud I, Third New York Artillery, were ordered to the support of Cap-

tain Morrison, and a section of Captain Jenney's battery, under Lien-

tenant Birchmeyer, was then oi'dered to the supjiort of Colonel Heck-

man, Ninth New Jer.-ey, on tlie extreme riglit, and opened on tlie enemy
with great effect. The renuiining two sections of the battery were soon

aft'^r sent to the support of Colonel lleckman, and, moving down within
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a short distance of the bridge, opened a destructive fire upon the enemy
attempting to cross, effectually cutting off their retreat. Under cover
of this fire a part of the cannoneers of Battery F, assisted by a few of the
Tenth Connecticut, extinguished the fires which the enemy had kindled
on the bridge. Battery B, Third New York Artillery, which was now
moved forward and posted on the left, opened with canister on the
woods, and Batteries E and I, Third ifew York Artillery, took position

in a field on the right. At this time 41 privates and 2 commissioned
officers, belonging to the enemy, surrendered as prisoners to Captain
MoiTison, of Battery B, who sent them to the rear under guard. About
one hour later Batteries E and I moved forward to the bank of the river

and shelled the enemy over the town. Action closed about 1 p. m.
Loss in artillery brigade at Kinston: Battery B, Third New York

Artillery, 1 man wounded; Battery F, Third New York Artillery, 3 men
wounded. Loss in horses quite heavy.
The Twenty-fourth New York Independent Battery, Capt. Lee, which

liad been ordered, December 13, up the main road to a point 7 miles from
Kinston, encamped there with the Forty-sixth Massachusetts Volun-
teers.

On the morning of the 14th one piece, under Lieutenant Cady, was
sent up the road with a detachment of cavalry, and oi)ened on the
enemy, who were behind intrenchments, with two pieces of artillery, at
a point where Southwest Creek crosses the direct road to Kinston. The
enemy retired after a brisk engagement of three-quarters of an hour,
and after the battle of Kinston the Twenty-fourth Battery rejoined our
main column, December 16.

The affair at White Hall, Tuesday, December 16, commenced about
9.30 a. m. by a skirmish between a detachment of the Third New York
Cavalry, accompanied by the Twenty-third New York Independent Bat-
tery, Captain Eansom, and the enemy's sharpshooters. This skirmish
lasted but a few minutes, after which the cavalry and battery moved
forward past the enemy's position. Shortly after, the Seventeenth Mas-
sachusetts, Lieutenant-Colonel Fellows, having engaged the enemy.
Battery F, Captain Jenney, Third New York Artillery, was posted on
the hiUside directly opposite the enemy's works and opened fire. One
gun of this battery burst at about the twentieth round.
At 10.30 a. m. Battery K, Captain Angel, Third New York Artillery,

was sent to the support of Captain Jenney and posted on his right.
The right section of Captain Jenney's battery, under command of Lieut,
J. F. Dennis, was then sent forward and posted on the left of the bridge,
across the river. Battery E, Third New York Artillery, Lieutenant
Ashby commanding, and Battery F, First Ehode Island Artillery, Cap-
tain Belger, were shortly afterward put in position on the hill above
Batteries F and K, Third New York Artillery, and opened fire. The
Twenty-fourth New York Battery, Captain Lee, was then posted in the
swamp on the right of our line. Battery I, Third New York Artillery,
Lieutenant Thomas, was sent forward to the left of the bxidge, and a
section of Battery K, Third New York Artillery, under Lieutenant Mer-
sereau, was also brought up to that point. Battery H, Third New York
Artillery, Captain Riggs, was now placed at about the center of our
line, on the bank of the river, and, together with Captain Belger's bat-
tery, which had been posted on the right of the bridge, opened upon
the enemy at a point-blank range. The action terminated a little aftei
12 m., the enemy's batteries having been completely silenced.

I desire particularly to mention the gallant conduct of Lieut. J. F.
Dennis, commanding the advanced sectiou of Battery F, Third New
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York Artillery, who maintained his position until his ammunition was
exhausted, under a very severe fire from the enemy's sharpshooters,
and worked at his guns himself after a large number of his men had
been shot down.
The Twenty-third Few York Independent Battery, Captain Ransom,

after passing White Hall on the morning of the 16th, marched with the
cavalry command of Major Garrard to Mount Olive, op the Wilmington
and Weldon Eailroad, and assisted in tearing up the railroad track,
burning the trestle-work, and destroying the telegraph at tliat poiht.
Thence, on the morning of the 17th, marched to Thompson's Bridge,
on the Neuse, 9 miles below Goldsborough. At that point a brisk en-
gagement ensued, during which two sections of Battery K, Third Xew
York Artillery, Captain Angel, came to Captain Eansom's support.
After thirty minutes the combined efforts of these batteries completely
silenced the enemy's fire, both of musketry and artillery. About mid-
night they rejoined the main column.
Loss in artillery brigade at White Hall : Battery E, Third New York

Artillery, 3 men wounded ; Battery F, Third New York Artillery, 5
men wounded ; Battery I, Third New York Artillery, 1 man wounded

;

Battery K, Third New York Artillery, 2 men killed, 5 men wounded

;

Battery F, First Ehode Island Artillery, 2 men killed, 2 men wounded

;

Twenty-fourth New York Independent Battery, 1 man killed. Loss in

horses very heavy.
About 11 a. m. Wednesday, December 17, the skirmishers of the

Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers and Ninth New Jersey Volun-
teers having engaged the enemy, Battery H, Third New York Artillery,

Captain Eiggs, was ordered to the front and posted on an elevation over-

looking the railroad track. A few rounds of spherical case scattered

the enemy, who took refuge in the woods. Battery B, Third New York
Artillery, was then brought into position on the right of and close to

the railroad track, and opened upon the bridge, which was visible at

about 200 yards distance. Batteries E and I, Third New York Artil-

lery, Maj. T. J. Kennedy commanding, now moved forward, opening
upon the railroad monitor and the enemy's battery on the other side ot

the bridge. The effect of this concentrated fire wa^ very destructive.

The railroad bridge, which had been fired by Lieutenant Graham, aide-

de-camp to Colonel Heckman, was torn down in about half an hour

and the enemy's battery and monitor completely sUenced. The bat-

teries then retired. Captain Morrison taking position on an elevation

commanding the whole open field. Between 3 and 4 p. m., after our

forces, with the exception of Colonel Lee's brigade, had taken up the

line of march, two regiments of the enemy's infantry formed across the

railroad track, cheering and waving their colors, and charged upon

Captain Morrison's battery. He opened upon them first with spherical

case and then with double canister with deadly effect, literally mowing
them down. Belger's Ehode Island battery was ordered up and opened

fire to the left, where the woods were lined with rebel infantry. The

enemy then opened a well-directed fire upon us from a concealed bat-

tery. Batterv H, Third New York Artillery, Captain Eiggs, was or-

dered to the support of Captain Belger and posted on his left, opposite

the enemy's right flank. After an hour's vigorous cannonading the

enemy's fire, both of musketry and artillery, was completely silenced

by Captains Belger and Eiggs, and, as night was closing in, orders were

received to retire, which was done in the best order. One section of

Battery H, under Lieutenant Clark, was left with the rear guard.

Loss in artillery brigade at Goldsborough : Battery B, Third New

5 R E—VOL xvni
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York Artillery, 2 men wounded ; Battery K, Third New York Artillery,

1 man wounded; Battery P, First Eliode Island Light Artillery, 3 men
wounded. Loss in horses slight.

The officers of the various batteries, without exception, handled their
commands with coolness and skill, and when all did so well it is difQ-

cult to particularize.

I desire to mention Majors Stone and Kennedy, who commanded the
reserve artillery, for the prompt manner in which they brought their

batteries into action, and the efficiency with which they were served;
also the members of my personal staff, Lieut. Alexander H. Davis,
Lient. E. P. Peters, and Chaplain William Hart, volunteer aides-de-

camp, who were constantly under lire during the engagements, for the
promptness displayed by them in performing the various duties assigned
them. Lient. Frederick W. Prince, acting brigade quartermaster, was
also indefatigable in his exertions.

JAMES H. LEDLIE,
Col., Comdg. Arty. Brig, and Chief of Arty., Dept. oflf. G.

Maj. SoTjTnAED Hoffman,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of North Carolina.

No. 5.

Report of Capt. Edwin S. Jenney, Battery F, Third New YorTc Light Ar-
tillery, of engagements at Kinston and White Mall, December 14 and 16.

Hdqrs. Battery F, Third New York Vol. Arth-lery,
New Berne, N. C, December 21, 1862.

Colonel : I have the honor to report that in accordance with your
order my battery joined the First Brigade, commanded by Colonel
Amory, and marched from New Berne Thursday, the 11th instant. On
the 14th instant we arrived within 2 miles of Kinston, without anything
occurring except the usual casualties of a march in an enemy's country.
By your order my battery then came into battery in an opening on the
left of the road for the purpose of shelling Kinston. After expending
about 120 rounds of ammunition I ceased firing, by order of Major-Gen-
eral Foster, and sent my left section, commanded by Lieutenant Birch-
meyer, to sui)port Colonel Heckmau's position, on our right flank, and,
by your order, posted my other two sections about half a mile nearer
Kinston, in a field on the right haiul side the road. Lieutenant Birch-
meyer's position was about 600 yards in front of the rebel battery, which.
was upon the opposite side of the river, and which was defended by
breastworks, the river and an open field being between. He held this
position alone, and did fine execution, until his fuse-shells were ex-
pended, when the rest of my battery, by your order proceeded into
the same position. After shelling the rebel battery for a short time
the enemy retreated from that place, and Colonel Heckman commenced
a flank movement toward the bridge.
The infantry marched directly across the field, while my battery, by

order of Colonel Amory, crossed to the left, nearer the bridge, and
commenced a vigorous fire of canister and shell upon the retreating
enemy. About four rounds had been discharged when I observed the
rebels were firing the bridge. I immediately moved my battery to the
end of the bridge, arriving there before any other troops—by this move-
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meat cutting off the retreat of some of the enemy, who were yet upon
this side of the river. Lieutenant Birchmeyer, commanding left section,
and First Sergeant Van Heusen, commanding center section, brought
forward their cannoneers with watering buckets, and, assisted by a
very few volunteers from the Tenth Connecticut, extinguished the fire

upon the bridge, Lientenant Dennis supporting them by a rapid fire of
<;anister from his section. My loss at this place was as follows : Three
men wounded—James H. Dunlap, guidon, in the thigh ; Alexander Fnl-
lerton, corporal, in the arm ; Charles Baughman, private, in the breast

j

and 5 horses killed.

We encamped in Kinston, and the next morning we resumed our
march. In the afternoon Lieutenant Dennis, with his section, was or-

dered forward with the cavalry to White Hall, where he opened fire

upon a rebel gunboat in process of construction and succeeded in par-
tially destroying it, when he returned to the battery, which was en-

camped with the division.

On the 16th instant we resumed the march, my battery being in the
advance. When near White Hall I was ordered forward and opened
fire upon a rebel battery, situated on the opposite side of the river,

about 1,000 yards distant. My right section was posted upon the bank
of the river, where the bridge had been burned, about 200 yards distant

from the enemy's battery. I kept up a continuous fire until my ammu-
nition was exhausted, when I retired by your order. During the hot-

test of the fire one of my guns burst, injuring no one.

My losses at this place are as follows : Six men wounded and 8 horses

killed.*

Immediately after the engagement we moved on with the column.

Our ammunition being exhausted we did not participate in the en-

gagement near Goldsborough.
We arrived at our camp on the 20th instant.

My total casualties are as follows : Nine men wounded ; 13 horses

killed.

I desire to call your attention to the meritorious conduct of First

Sergt. Stephen Van Heusen, who commanded my center section, and
behaved gallantly both at Kinston and White Hall. I beg leave to

recommend him for promotion to a lieutenancy. My non-commissioned

ofacers and privates fought bravely, and it would be difBcult to dis-

criminate between them.
I am, colonel, your very obedient servant,

' EDWIN S. JENNET,
Captain, Comdg. Battery F, TMrd New Torlc Vol. Artillery.

Col. James H. Ledlie,
Commanding Artillery Brigade.

No- 6.

Reports of Maj. Charles Fitz JSimmons, TMrd New York Cavalry, of
operations December 15 and 17.

Colonel: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 15th

instant I proceeded along the Goldsborough road from Kinston with

* Nominal loss omitted. Casualties embodied in revised statement, i>.
60.
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Companies B, E, and H, and one of Allis' mountain howitzers, all of this-

regiment. My instructions were to simply make a feint toward Golds-
borough and to capture any of the stragglers that might be found. I was-

also cautioned not to delay any longer than it was necessary to allow the-

main column to recross the bridge at Kinston ; then to countermarch and
act as rear guard. After going 6 miles my advance, commanded by
Lieutenant Greig, Company H, came up with 12 mounted vedettes of
the enemy. After a brisk chase of 3 miles they got a'way ; not, however,
before one of them was wounded by the lieutenant. About 800 yards
distant from the spot where I concluded the farther chase to be fruit-

less I imagined I heard the noise of an engine; and, as I thought the
feint would be more effective if cannon shots were fired, I ordered the
howitzer in position and fired five rounds of spherical case-shot. After
the third discharge the engine whistled and went toward Goldsborough.
I sent some men forward, under Captain Willson, of Company H, to re-

connoiter. They took 2 prisoners, South Carolinians, who refused tO'

give any information further than that the train came down from Golds-
borough that morning with troops, and had retired upon finding us ad-
vancing.

I returned to Kinston without further casualties and joined the maim
column.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

CHAS. FITZ SIMMONS,
Major, Third New York Cavalry.

Lieut. Col. John Mix,
Commanding Third New York Cavalry.

Colonel: I have the honor to report that on December 17, instant,.

I was detached from the main column of General Foster's army, then en-

route to Goldsborough Bridge, with Company B, Captain Moschell, and
Company C, Lieutenant Mayes, for the purpose of destroying the rail-

road at Dudley Station, a point 5 miles distant from Goldsborough
Bridge, on the Goldsborough and Wilmington Eailroad. Upon enter-
ing the town the enemy's pickets, some 20 in number, scattered right
and left in the direction of Mount Olive and Goldsborough. I in pur-
suance of orders proceeded to tear up the track, destroying the rails-

by piling up and interspersing them with dry lumber found at the sta^

tion. 1 also burned two trestle-work culverts, a train of four railroad
cars, water-station, depot, and storehouse. In the storehouse were some
50 muskets and 10 sabers, of no great value, and having no means of
transportation I threw them into the flames. With the arms was a rebel
flag, "the Stars and Bars," which I took away with me.
Having remained at Dudley two hours, to be sure that no attempt

which might be made to save the railroad would be successful, I re-

turned by a short cut to the main column, which I found engaged witb
the enemy at Goldsborough Bridge.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

CHAS. FITZ SIMMONS,
Major, Third New York Cavalry.

Lieut. Col. John Mix,
Commanding Third Neio York Carolri;.
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No. 7.

Reports of Maj. Jeptha Garrard, Third New York Cavalry, of operations
December 15-17.

Sir : I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders from
Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster I took three companies of the Third New York
•Cavalry and one section of Jenney's battery Third New York Artillery
on the evening of December 15 and marched to White Hall, on the
Neuse Eiver. No enemy was found on the south side of the river.

The artillery threw eight or ten shells into a skeleton gunboat on the
opposite side. Private Butler, of Company C, Third New York Cavalry,
volunteered to swim the river and set fire to the boat. He did swim
over, though shot at three times, and returned safely. The command
then marched to camp.

Yery respectfully,

JEPTHA GARRAED,
Major, Third New York Cavalry.

Lieut. Col. John Mix,
Commanding Third New York Cavalry.

Sir : I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders from
Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster I marched, on December 16, with two guns of

Ransom's battery Twenty-third New York Artillery and flv,e companies

of Third New York Cavalry, to Mount Olive Station, on the Golds-

borough and Wilmington Railroad, 14 miles below Goldsborough. The
railroad was destroyed at this point for about 1 mile. Four miles be-

yond this point, toward Wilmington, a bridge over the Goshen Swamp
was destroyed, and between Mount Olive Station and this bridge the

road was torn up and burned in five places.

The object of the march being fully accomplished the command re-

turned to camp.
Very respectfully,

JEPTHA GARRARD,
Major, Third New York Cavalry.

Lieut. Col. John Mix,
Commanding Third New York Cavalry.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on December 17, in obedience

to orders from Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, I marched, with four companies

Third New York Cavalry and two guns of Ransom's battery Twenty-

third New York Artillery, to Thompson's Bridge to burn said bridge.

The bridge was found to be already burned by the enemy. The enemy

was found to be in force (artillery and infantry) on the opposite side.

Re-enforcements of four guns of Angel's battery Third New York Ar-

tillery and Forty-third Regiment Massachusetts, Colonel Holbrook, were

sent to hold the place until further orders.

At 8 o'clock next morning the command rejoined the army.

I wish to mention Captain Jacobs, Company E, Third New York

•Cavalry for good conduct in charging down to the bridge under fire.

Very respectfully,
^^^^^^ GARRARD,

Major, Third New York Cavalry.

Lieut. Col. John Mix.
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No. 8.

Reports of Capt. John F. Moschell, Third Neic YorTc Cavalry, of opera-

tions December 11-16.

Hdqrs. Company B, Third New York Cavalry,
New Berne, N. C, December 20, 1862.

Colonel: On the morning of the lltli instant I, in command of
Companies A and B, of the Third New York Cavalry, as the advance
guard, proceeded on the Trent road as far as the Deep Gully (some 9-

miles) and halted for further orders. Orders coming, I went on some
5 or 6 miles farther, capturing one of the enemy's pickets without firing

a shot, and found the road so blockaded as to impede the farther ad-
vance of the column until the obstructions were removed. Sending
Lieutenant Chamberlin and 30 men of Company A, dismounted, in the
woods as skirmishers they captured a man and horse of the enemy.
While waiting to have the pioneers remove the obstructions we were-

sent, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Mix, to make a reconnais-
sance to the left of the main road about a mile. Eeturning we biv-
ouacked for the night.

On the morning of the 12th I proceeded on the main road as far as-

the junction of the Kinston road, where Companies B and K, Third
New York Cavalry, and two companies of the Ninth New Jersey formed
the advance guard. We proceeded on the Kinston road some 3 miles-

and encountered a force of the enemy's cavalry about 100 strong, as the
prisoners reported. I charged on them with Company B for about IJ
miles, when, coming upon an ambush of some 150 infantry behind a
ditch and rail fence in the pine wood, I ordered a retreat, and rallied

a quarter of a mile this side of the ambush, at the corner of a road
leading to a house on the right of the road.

I found 2 men wounded—Private Butler, slightly in the thigh with
buck-shot (subsequently cut out by Surgeons Palmer and Douglas),
and Private Kingsley, severely wounded in the thigh with a musket-
ball—and 4 men missing, viz. Privates Brightman, Coon, Goodspeed
(wounded), and Hart, said Butler's horse being killed and 9 horses
missing. The cause of so many horses missing was a deep ditch filled

with water, where the horses fell, throwing their riders, and recovering
ran away into the enemy's lines.

We captured 1 lieutenant, 9 men, and 2 horses. We also killed 1 cap-
tain and 4 men, wounding 1 colonel (Baker) and several men.
Great credit is due to both officers and men, who showed personal

bravery and efficiency in the charge. I cannot close this report with-
out particular mention of Lieutenant Ebbs ; also First Sergt. William
B. Shearer and Corporal Kent and Farrier Allen. The sword of First
Sergeant Shearer did not return to its sheath without vengeance on
the enemy, as their arms and heads plainly show.

I have the honor, &c.,

JNO. F. MOSCHELL,
Captain, Commanding.

Col. John Mix,
Commanding Third Neic Torlc Cavalry.

On the morning of the 13th I was sent with Company B, Third New-
York Cavalry, on a reconnaissance on the Kinston and Trent road,,
where it branches off, some 9 miles from Kinston. I proceeded about
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2 miles and came across 4 mounted pickets at a farm or plantation
Louse. My vedettes fired upon tbem and succeeded in capturing a car-

bine and saddle, but the men and horses escaped across the field to the
woods. I continued on this road some 3 miles and came in sight of 1

mounted and 2 foot pickets. The vedettes fired at them, one running
one way, the other two the other way. Continuing on a mile farther
we came upon several pickets at a bridge about 3 miles from Kinston.
They fired upon my vedettes, who returned the fire.

Owing to limited instructions I returned the same road and joined
the main column at the church, some 6 miles south of Kinston.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. F. MOSCHELL.

Xo. 9.

Report of Gapt. Newton Hall, Third New York Cavalry, of operations

December 12-16.

BiK : I have the honor to report that on the afternoon of December
12 I was ordered by Major-General Foster, in command of the forces

then marching against Kinston, to take three companies of the Third
New York Cavalry, viz, Companies A, D, and G, with one piece of

Lieutenant Allis' section of artillery, under his (Lieutenant Allis') com-
mand, and march forward on the direct road to Kinston, feeling the

enemy and making as strong a demonstration as possible with my
command. I was also ordered to retire after having made this demon-

stration, to build large camp fires for the night, and hold the road until

commanded to retire. I immediately moved forward, throwing a platoon

of Company A, under command of Lieutenant Chamberlin, armed with

carbines, in front of the column, with orders to proceed cautiously and
give immediate notice of the presence of the enemy. Proceeding in

this manner about 2 miles our advance came upon two cavalry vedettes,

dismounted, with their horses saddled, but unbridled, and tied near the

road. We were so close upon them that they were unable to mount,

and started off across the field for the wood on foot. A shot from a

carbine caused them to halt and they were taken prisoners. We again

moved forward, and, having gained the information that part of a com-

pany of infantry was stationed at a large white house within three-

quarters of a mile of the rebel forces encamped at Wise's Cross-Roads,

I determined if possible to surprise them. Moving with even greater

caution than before, we had advanced, as I judge, nearly half the dis-

tance when our advance came unexpectedly upon two mounted pickets,

and, charging forward upon the instant, captured them without noise

or alarm. Sending them to the rear we again advanced, and when withm

about a mile of the main guard we came upon an infantry picket, and,

learning from him the distance to the house, charged in a body. As

our advance approached the rebel station the rebels rushed in alarm

and confusion from the house, and as they endeavored to get into line

fired a few shots at us, when, unable to withstand our onset, they fled.

The skirmish here lasted but a few minutes, our men using their car^

bines and revolvers freely, leaving, as was subsequently ascertained, la

dead aud dying rebels upon the ground and taking 11 prisoners, be-

sides those previously captured, among whom was 1 commissioned ofli-

cer. The men killed and 11 of the prisoners taken belong to the Twenty-

second South Carolina Regiment ; the others were a part of Major
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Kethercutt's command. After I had secured the prisoners I ordered the
house to be set on fire, which was done, and, firing a shell from the
howitzer as a ])arting salute, I slowly retired 2 or 3 miles, built large
camp fires, posted a strong guard, and encamped for the night, keeping
the horses saddled and ready to mount at an instant's notice.

There was no alarm during the night, nor at any subsequent time
while I remained on the road, which I did, having no order to retire,

until the 15th, when I moved up to Kinston Bridge, and, learning there

that messengers had been sent for me, proceeded with my command to
within 4 miles of White Hall, where I encamped for the night.

The next morning as the command was passing White Hall it was
fired upon by the rebel sharpshooters from the other side of the river.

I immediately ordered forward the howitzer, under command of Lieu-
tenant AUis, who opened upon them with shell and canister. After
three rounds were received by them they ceased firing and we passed
without further molestation, joining the main column the evening of the
same day near Goldsborough, not having lost a man killed, wounded,
or missing.

I omitted to mention that the prisoners taken, to the number of 20,
were turned over to the Fifty-first Massachusetts Eegiment, then acting
as rear guard, previous to our leaving the Kinston road. This number,
however, did not include H who were subsequently taken, among whom
was a sergeant of Major Nethercutt's band, and were paroled at Kinston
on our return, making the whole number of prisoners captured by us
while absent from your command 23.

While finding nothing to censure and much to praise in the conduct
of every officer and soldier of the command, I cannot but think that
the conduct of Lieutenant Chamberlin and Sergeant Beecher, of Com-
pany A, who were in charge of the first platoon in the attack upon the
rebel jnckets, deserves especial commendation. Much of the success at-

tending the attack can be attributed to the soldierly qualities and good
conduct displayed by them.

I must not neglect to mention Lieutenant Allis and his howitzer,
which was always ready when wanted, and did us good service at
White Hall.

I might mention others, but when I say that the conduct of all would,
I think, have fully met your expectations and merited your approval if

you had been present, I have said enough.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. HALL,
Captain, Third New YorTc Cavalry.

Lieut. Col. John Mix.

No. 10.

Report of Capt. Ferris Jacobs, jr., Third New York Cavalry, of operations
December 13 and 14.

New Beene, N. C, December 21, 1862.

Colonel : I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 13th
instant, pursuant to an order from Major-General Foster, I proceeded
with my command, of less than 50 men, on the road to the right of my
camp until it intersected a road leading into the main highway from
New Berne to Kinston about 1^ miles from the point of intersection.
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Ascertaining a few minutes after my arrival that a squadron of cav-
airy had passed down the road toward New Berne about one hour be-
fore, I immediately dismounted my command and posted it, so as to cut
off the retreat of the enemy, and sent a messenger to General Foster
with the intelligence. He returned with a piece from Belger's battery
and permission to remain as long as I thought necessary. I had also
been told by a contraband here that the enemy had directed him to
draw a load of corn into Kinston for them, threatening to kill him on
their return if he did not do it. He was about to do so when I came on
the ground.

After lying perdu for one and a half hours I took a small party and
reconnoitered in the direction of Kinston, and after proceeding about
three-quarters of a mile found a bridge in the midst of an almost im-
penetrable swamp and broken down, the stringers being cut off. Very
naturally concluding that no cavalry force would attempt to return to
Kinston ou that road I returned to camp and reported as above to the
general and yourself.

The nest morning (14th instant), upon a written order from General
Foster to again proceed to the above-mentioned intersection and "hold
and occupy the place," with verbal permission to skirmish across the
broken bridge if I found my force sufficient, I proceeded with iny com-
mand of the day previouy, and one piece (3 inch Farrott) from Captain
Lee's battery, under Lieutenant Oady, to the intersection, posted the
piece on a knoll about one-half mile from and overlooking the broken
bridge and a breastwork and rifle-pits, which I had found lay behind
the bridge on the opposite side of the run, and went forward with 30
cavalry to the point where the road enters the wood, and about 40 rods
from the iutrenchment. The skirmishers then went forward, under Lieu-
tenant Eichardson, through the morass to the run and engaged the en-
emy's skirmishers on the other side. The range was short, a few yards,
and Lieutenant Eichardson reported it to liave been quite effective. I
then (near noon) opened fire with the piece from the knoll, and continued
to throw shell into the iutrenchment, at short intervals, for about two
hours; but finding that the enemy was too well slieltered to be materi-
ally damaged at that distance I moved the piece up to the edge of the
wood andojiened tire with grape and canister at a range of less than 40
rods. About 40 cavalry (mounted) were drawn up in line in advance
and to the right of the piece, but sheltered by the wood and a slight

acclivity. To this the enemy (who up to this time had only engaged
the skirmishers) replied from the iutrenchment with grape and canister.

After exchanging 12 or 15 shots a few of the enemy's infantry appeared
about the bridge as though preparing a crossing, and fearing a sudden
charge of a superior force on my feebly-supported piece, I ceased firing

and sent the piece back to the eminence it before occupied. Very soon
the skirmishers reported that they had crossed the run into the iutrench-

ment, found that the enemy had withdrawn, leaving behind a number
of muskets (Valley Forge pattern), haversacks, knapsacks, &c.

Previous to this I had sent Lieutenant Eichardson to burn a bridge

half a mile up the run and on our right flank. This he did without op-

position. Captain Lee, of the artillery, having arrived, together with
two companies of the Fifth Massachusetts, upon consultation with him
it was concluded, from the sound of the musketry, that General Foster

had advanced and was at or near the Kinston Bridge. Captain Lee
repaired the bridge, with the assistance of the infantry and without

tools, in an almost incredibly short time. Cautiously advancing about

one-fourth of a mile and no enemy being seen I gave Sergeant Gibbs,
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of Compauy E, permission to dash on with 5 men until he either en-

countered the enemy or ran on the Federal pickets. In less than half

an hour he returned with the intelligence that he met the Federal
pickets about 1 mile from the bridge we had just crossed and in sight

of the town.
The citizens estimated the force of the enemy at 1,200 infantry and

four pieces of artillery, and their loss at 6 or 7 killed and wounded.
Five prisoners were captured, 4 from the infantry,' who said their regi-

ment was the Twenty-fifth South Carolina, numbering 850 men, and
that they lost but 1 man. One said he belonged to Rhett's South
Carolina Battery, and that they had four pieces at the bridge but could
only get two in position. The prisoners also stated that their ofQcers

variously estimated our forces to be from 5,000 to 10,000 at that place.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
F. JACOBS, Jr.,

Captain, Commanding Detachment.
Lieut. Col. John Mix,

Commanding Third New York Cavalry.

No. 11.

Report of Capt. George W. Cole, Third Neic Yorlc Cavalry, of operatiotis

December 12-10.

Sir : Having been ordered to take the advance on the morning of
December 12, nothing of importance occurred tomy command till on the
morning of the 13th, when I was ordered to make a charge via Sandy
Foundation and obtain a bridge on Southwest Creek, about 5 miles
from Kinston, to prevent the destruction of it and hold the position if

possible. This I proceeded to do, capturing three pickets and thus
surprising the rebels destroying the bridge, and by dismounting 12 of
my men and advancing under partial cover obtained the first volley,
but received in return a shower of canister from a gun placed back of
the bridge, and musketry, which severely wounded Jack Costello, of
Philadelphia (canister-shot through the head). We succeeded by rapid
sharpshooting in keeping them from the bridge and gun (wliich as
often as they endeavored to load we would pick them off) for over an
hour, till relieved by the skirmishers of the Ninth New Jersey Eegi-
ment.

After the bridge was repaired General Wessells ordered me to report
to Colonel Heckman, who ordered me to feel of the enemy. On ad-
vancing we were fired into by concealed enemies in force, and B. F.
Chapman, of Syracuse, was severely wounded by a rifle-ball in the
thigh. After sharp skirmishing the rebels fell back and we encamped
on the field, advancing with the company of skirmishers in the morn-
ing, and, while the battle was raging, frequently changing position to
the right and left, as the enemy's batteries got our range, till ordered by
General Foster to make a detour to our right, capturing 4 prisoners,
and, endeavoring to cross the bridge to make a charge in the rear of the
flying column, I was ordered by you to return and charge up the river.

I did as far as the ground permitted, and, as there was no appearance
of any enemy or tracks, returned and crossed the bridge, being then
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ordered to make a reconnaissance down the river and obtain informa-
tion of a battery. About 3 miles from town we found a battery waeon
just deserted, and pushing on deployed as foragers, after examining
the position, and charged across the rifle-pits and through their works
finding in the first works extensive barracks and a secure work con-
taining four lO-pounder guns loaded, with limbers, and one lonff 32-
pounder ship-gun. A lew hundred yards down we found a strong
bomb-proof and earthworks, on which was an 8inch columbiad, stiU
warm, with lots of loaded shell, but no powder in magazine. Throwing
out skirmishers I hastened to spike the two heavy guns and to gallon
to town for teams to draw off the 10-pounders, and, obtaining these,
drew off in the night the four guns, securely spiking the other two and
setting on fire the carriages, magazine, barracks, &c., slowly covering
the retreat to Kinston of the teams and guns, starting in the morning
of the 15th for New Berne with seven guns, by order of General Foster.
Aft«r proceeding some 6 miles on the Neuse road my advance guard
observed a party of the enemy on a cross-road, and charging down with
a platoon I took 7 prisoners from a South Carolina and 1 from a North
Carolina Eegiment, arriving safely in New Berne with guns and pris-
oners December 16, turning over guns to Lieutenant Prouty and pris-
oners to Captain Messinger.

I have the honor to submit the above report.
Eespectfully, &c.,

GEO. W. COLE,
Captain Company K, Third New York Cavalry,

Lieut. Col. JoKN Mix.

No. 12.

Report of Col. Thomas J. C. Amory, Seventeenth Massachusetts Infantry^
commanding First Brigade, First Division, of engagements at Kinston^
^Yhite Hall, and Goldsborough Bridge, December 14, 16, and 17.

Hdqes. First Brig., First Div., Dept. of N. C,
New Berne, N. C, December 21, 1862.

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by the brigade under my command in the several actions of the
14th, 16th, and 17th instant:
The First Brigade, consisting of the Seventeenth, Twenty-third, Forty-

third, Forty-fifth, and Fifty-first Massachusetts Eegiments (the last three
being nine months' volunteers), marched from New Berne, with the army
under Major-General Foster, on the morning of the 11th instant. The
brigade numbered at this time nearly 3,500 men. Of these, about lOO
were sent back on our second day out, being mostly convalescents from
hospital who were found unfit to continue the march.
On our arrival at Southwest Creek on the 13th I was ordered to form

my brigade in two lines on the left of the road, detaching one regiment
to line the bank of the creek, the passage of which was disputed by
the enemy. I sent forward the Twenty-third Massachusetts, which
crossed at the mill-dam, the bridge having been destroyed; this regi-

ment remained on the opposite bank, and rejoined my command on the
march next morning. The Fifty-first Massachusetts had previously been
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detached, with orders to remain at Beaver Creek, guarding our rear;

this regiment rejoined my command on the evening of the 14th.

On approaching the battle-field ofKinston on the morning of the 14th,

by order of the commandiug general I detached the Twenty-third and
Forty-third Massachusetts to the right and left of the road, respectively,

in support of batteries. The Seventeenth was sent to the extreme right

to support Colonel Heckman, Ninth New Jersey, in advance. While
superintending this movement on the right the Twenty-third and Forty-

fifth were ordered forward in the center, and opened fire in the wood,
gradually advancing, as did the entire line, driving the enemy to the

bridge. On the right I posted the Forty-third to cut off the forces of

the enemy on the river road from the bridge, and a portion of these, some
60 in number, shortly afterward surrendered to Major Chambers, Twenty-
third Massachusetts.

In this action the Forty-fifth suffered most severely, as indicated by
their return of the killed and wounded, hereto annexed,* together with

the reports of regimental commanders, to which I beg leave to refer for

particulars. The different regiments of my brigade were, during most
of the action, scattered through the wood or separated in support of bat-

teries. All who came under my observation conducted themselves with
commendable steadiness and gallantry.

In the action at White Hall on the 16th, my brigade being in advance,
three of the regiments (the Seventeenth, Twenty-third, and Forty-fifth)

were immediately engaged, with what effect could not be ascertained,

as the enemy was posted in intrenchments on the opposite side of the
river, which was not fordable. These regiments did their whole duty,
remaining under fire as far in advance as possible, until I was directed

to withdraw them in order to allow the artillery to occupy this position,

which was done, and the guns of tlie enemy soon afterward silenced. In
resuming the march from White Hall I was directed to detach the Seven-
teenth to re-enforce the advance guard, under Colonel Heckman, Ninth
New Jersey. The remainder of my brigade took position in the rear of
the column.
On the morning of the 17th I was further directed to detach a regi-

ment with the battery which was to hold Thompson's Ford, 5 miles
above, which order I complied with, sending the Forty-third Massachu-
setts under Colonel Holbrook.

In the engagement at Goldsborough Bridge the three remaining regi-

ments of my brigade were not brought into action. Colonel Heckman,
of the Ninth New Jersey, will doubtless report upon the conduct of the
Seventeenth in that action. Their list of wounded proves them to have
been completely engaged, and the successful accomplishment of the
object of the expedition in the destruction of the railroad bridge is the
only comment I need make on their eiScieucy.
When all did their duty well it seems unnecessary to mention names,

but I feel compelled in this place to testify to the fidelity with which
Dr. Galloupe, the senior surgeon of my brigade, discharged his duties.

His efiiciency at all times, and his care of the wounded, merits the
highest praise.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOS. J. C. AMOEY,
Col. Seventeenth Massachusetts Vols., Comdg First Brigade.

Maj. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral, New Berne, N. G.

* See revised statement, p. 60.
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No. 13.

Report of Lieut. Col/John F. Fellows, Seventeenth Massachusetts Infantry
of engagements at Kinston, White Hall, and Goldshorouah Bridae Be-
cember 14, 16, and 17.

j j ^

Hdqbs. Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers,
New Berne, N. C, December 22, 1862.

Lieutenant : I have the honor to forward the following report of
the movements of the regiment under my command on the late expedi-
tion to Goldsborough

:

As nothing of particular interest occurred until Sunday, the 14th
instant, that is not already known to the commander of the brigade, I
will commence at the time I was ordered to report to General Wessells.
Soon after the battle of Kinston commenced General Wessells ordered
me forward to support Morrison's battery, which was stationed on the
right of the road and in great danger of attack from the enemy. In
about half an hour the battery was withdrawn to another position, and
I was ordered to the edge of the wood. Soon after I was ordered to
advance to the right to support another battery at that place. I found
the Ninth New Jersey, Colonel Heckman, preparing to advance, and a&
I received an order to do the same the two regiments proceeded to-
gether. I was then notified that the Ninth New Jersey and Seventeenth
Mapsachusetts were to act together, under command of Colonel Heck-
man. We pushed on over the open space in front and soon reached the
bridge, which we crossed together, being the first regiments to go over.
We took several prisoners and then marched to the town, when I was
ordered on provost duty. This order was afterward countermanded and
the regiment was ordered to rejoin the brigade on the other side of the
bridge. On the way back I was ordered by General Foster to remain,
as the brigade was to advance, and after joining the brigade was again
ordered on provost duty.
On Monday we were again ordered to march, the Seventeenth being

in advance with the Ninth New Jersey, and this order of march was
continued on Tuesday, the 16th. Upon .ipproaching White Hall the
Ninth New Jersey was fired upon and deployed upon the banks of the
river, where we followed, and remained some two or three hours, the
enemy firing upon us from the opposite bank. Attempts were made to
find a ford, but the water was found to be from 8 to 12 feet deep. Dur-
ing this time Lieutenant Day and 11 men were wounded. Upon resum-
ing the march the Seventeenth was in the advance.
The next morning, being yet in the advance, 1 sent forward two com-

panies of skirmishers, Companies F and C, under command of Captain
Fuller, and upon approaching the battle-ground they were attacked,
but drove the enemy before them. The enemy appearing to be in force

in a wood to the left, I received orders from Colonel Heckman to pro-

ceed by a road through the wood and obtain possession of the railroad.

This was successfully accomplished, with the loss of but 1 man. Ser-
geant Hardy, of Company F.

My next order was to take the regiment upon the railroad and pro-

ceed toward the bridge and to take advantage of the banks of the road
for the protection of the men. We advanced, after leaving two com-
panies to observe the enemy, and were soon fired upon by artillery and
infantry ; and to avoid the raking tire from the artillery the men were
ordered to the banks of the railroad and thus continue the advance.

Our march was necessarily by the flank, and upon arriving within 10
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feet of the bridge a heavy fire from artillery and musketry in front and
musketry from each side and in the wood was opened upon us, while
the shells from our own guns fell and burst between us and the bridge.

Not being willing to lose the men by the fire from our own side I again
ordered them to the banks of the road and sent a messenger to the
artillery to change the direction of their fire ; but as the shells continued
to fall in the same place I was compelled to go myself and represent to

the officer in command of the guns that his fire was endangering our
own men. As I returned, Morrison's battery came up and took position

near the bridge, and I directed the captain's attention to the depot be-

yond, where a train of cars had just an ived with re-enforcements for the
enemy. Directing his guns with much judgment he sent a shell directly

into them and continued to keep up a vigorous and effective fire until

the bridge was destroyed. He then retired and I drew off my men to
support a battery which continued to play farther to the right. After
the firing ceased and the battery retired I rejoined the Ninth New Jer-

sey and marched with them from the field.

I cannot close this report without adding my testimony to the admi-
rable conduct of the men of my command. While under fire no sign of
faltering was observed among any of them. They behaved like vet-

erans accustomed to such scenes, and deserve all praise for their stead-
iness and prompt obedience to orders.

Lieut. B. N. Mann, our former adjutant, deserves especial mention
for his eff'orts to destroy the bridge, receiving in the attempt a severe
wound.
Adjutant Cheever also behaved with coolness and bravery, being

always at hand to attend to the execution of orders, and the of&cers
and men generally performed their duty to my entire satisfaction.

Captain Fuller, with the companies left to watch the enemy, did
great service in preventing a flank movement, and captured two of
their cavalry who had ventured inside of the line of skirmishers.
Our loss upon the railroad was 18 wounded, and in view of our ex-

posed position and the fire which was kept up upon us the smallness of
the number seems marvelous. The wounded men are in good spirits,

and one of them after his wound was dressed desired to go back to the
scene of action.

Inclosed I send an official report of the killed and wounded : Killed,

1 ; wounded, 29. Aggregate, 30.*

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. F. FELLOWS,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Comdg. Seventeenth Massachusetts Vols.

Lieut. E. T. Parkinson,
A. A. A. G., First Brig., First Div., Dept. ofN. C.

No. 14.

Report of Maj. John G. Chambers, Twenty-third Massachusetts Infantry,
of operations December 11-16.

Hdqes. Twenty-thieb Eegt. Massachusetts Vols.,
Camp Pendleton, December 23, 1862.

SiE : In accordance with General Orders, Nos. 29 and 31, 1 left camp
with my command on the morning of December 11 and took my posi-

* But Bee revised statement, p. 60.
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tion in the general column. The regiment numbered 641 enlisted men
and 20 commissioned of&cers, not including surgeons and quartermas-
ter. Upon mustering for the march on the second day I found that
about 100 of the enlisted men who had started had been unable to

stand the fatigue of the march, and had been sent back to New Berne
by the surgeons.

In the forenoon of the second day (12th instant) Private John H.
Montgomery, of Company I, who had straggled from the ranks into

the wood, was shot through the foot by one of the enemy's scouts.

About noon on the 13th instant, the enemy having been discovered
in force at Southwest Greek, my command was among the various in-

fantry regiments ordered forward. The position assigned me was one
on the left of the main road, facing the creek. I then deployed a com-
l)any of skirmishers to ascertain the course of the creek and if there
was any enemy in the front. Shortly after, by order of Colonel Potter,

I marched my regiment across the creek at the dam and was then
ordered to report to General WesseUs.
That night the regiment was placed on picket duty in a swamp about

midway between the creek above mentioned and Kinstou.
During the afternoon of this day Corpl. WiUiam K. Worth accident-

ally shot himself through the hand.
The next morning I received orders to report to Colonel Heckman for

skirmish duty, but owing to an unavoidable delay in receiving extra

ammunition the order was countermanded and I was again placed in

your brigade, where I remained until shortly after the commencement
of the action before Kinston, when I was again ordered to report to

General Wessells. General WesseUs next sent me to report to Colonel

Howell, of the Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Regiment. In accordance

with his orders I formed my line in the swamp on the left of the road

and about 70 paces in the rear of the Eighty-fifth.

Although subjected to a heavy fire, being in the second line, my men
were kept lying down and thus escaped with but 2 wounded, and

those not severely. While marching forward I discovered a number

of the enemy making through the wood, and immediately sent out a

detachment, to which 2 ofiacers and 68 enlisted men, belonging to the

Twenty-second South Carolina, surrendered. They had thrown away

their arms. Had I been permitted I could, undoubtedly, have secured

a larger number; but being in the second line and under the orders of

the commander of the first I could not move forward without his

sanction.
. -kt ii,-

We left Kinston early on the morning of the 15th instant. JNotnmg

unusual occurred on the road until about noon on the 16th instant,

when, as we were approaching a place called White Hall, the firing in

front denoted that we had again come upon the enemy.

The Seventeenth Massachusetts, having the right of the brigade, was

the first regiment ordered in, and my regiment was immediately formed

in line and shortly ordered forward. I marched it through a small

piece of swamp under a heavy fire and came to the edge of the Neuse

River my left resting near where the bridge had been destroyed. The

enemy were on the opposite bank, secreted behind trees and stumps,

and opposite my left they had a log fort. I immediately commenced

firing which we continued until we had expended about 40 rounds ol

ammunition, when we were ordered out to give place to a battery

which had been posted in the open space in our rear.

After the action at White Hall, our brigade being placed in the rear,

we did not participate in the action near Goldsborough.



80 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Chap. XXX.

In both actions the officers and men of my command behaved admi-

rably, each seeming to vie with the other as to who should best perform

his duty.
EespectfuUy submitted.

J. G. CHAMBEES,
Major, Commanding Ticenty-tliird Massachusetts Volunteers.

Col. T. J. C. Amory,
Comdg. First Brigade, Department of North Carolina.

No. 15.

Report of Col. Charles L. MolbrooTc, Forty third Massachusetts Infantry.

Hdqes. Forty-third Eegt. Massachusetts Vols.,
Camp Sogers, December 23, 18G2.

Sir : At your request I respectfully submit the following statement
of such matters of importance as occurred in this regiment during the
campaign from which we have just returned:

The regiment has taken no active part in any of the engagements,
but at the battle of White Hall we lost 1 man.
On the march of the column toward Goldsborough this regiment was

detached and ordered to Spring Bank Bridge, when four companies
were detailed as skirmishers and the remaining companies bivouacked
for the night. Captain Tyler, of Company I, had 1 man killed, and
Captain Doane, of Company E, had 1 wounded. The regiment marched
at 12.30 a. m. to join the column on their return from Goldsborough.
D. A. Jackson, private Company I, reports having been taken pris-

oner the- second day out, and, after being stripped of everything and
kept for half a day, he was paroled. He then marched beyond Kins-
ton till be met the hospital wagons returning with the wounded from
White Hall; he got in and rode back to Kinston. He returned to
New Berne in one of the gunboats.
The men are suffering severely from their feet being badly blistered

and the opinion of the surgeon is that they should have rest for three or
four days, and, with your approval, I propose to dispense with all drills

until after Christmas.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHAS. L. HOLBROOK,
Colonel Forty-third Massachusetts Volunteers.

Lieut. E. T. Parkinson,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 16.

Report of Col. Charles E. Codman, Forty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, of
engagements at Kinston and White Hall, December 14 and 16.

Hdqrs. Forty-pifth Massachusetts Militia,
December 22, 1862.

Lieutenant: I have the honor to report that eight companies of
this regiment (two being on detached service) were engaged in two
actions during the lat« expedition into the interior of North Carolina.
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On the 14tli instant, the regiment being on the march toward Kin-
ston, I received orders from Major Hoffman, chief of the staff of the
general commanding, to advance into the wood on the south side of the
Neuse liiver to support the troops of Wessells' brigade, then engaged
and said to be hard pressed. I was directed to act under General Wes-
sells' orders. In compliance with this order the regiment proceeded
along the road until directed by General Wessells to file to the right,

when it proceeded to enter a wood, which, as afterward appeared, was
exposed to a cross-fire from the enemy. Upon entering the wood the
regiment opened fire upon the enemy, who were found to be in front
and whose tire for a time was very sharp. The regiment continued to

advance, occasionally lying down to rest and to avoid the enemy's fire

when hottest, and finally, after penetrating the wood, it found that the
enemy had fled.

I should add that the Tenth Connecticut Kegiment, during one of the

l)eriods when this regiment was halted, advanced gallantly through the
^^•ood ty its assistance, and both regiments penetrated the wood at nearly
the same time.

The conduct of the troops was excellent throughout. The action con-

tinued for more than an hour, during which time the regiment suffered

a loss of 1 corporal and 12 men killed, or who have died of their wounds,
and 1 sergeant, 5 corporals, and 38 privates wounded.
On the IGth, in the battle near White Hall, this regiment was ordered

by (Jolonel Amory, commanding the brigade, to form upon the White
liall road, to acit as circumstances might require. By further order

from Colonel Amory the men were directed to lie down. The regiment

did not move from its place during the action except to take position a

few feet in the rear of the road, but uevertheless met with some casual-

ties, sustaining a loss of 1 sergeant and 3 imvates killed, and 2 ser-

geants, 2 corporals, and J 2 privates wounded. The conduct of the men
was in this instance also admirable.

1 beg to add that, from the statements of prisoners and frofti other

circumstances, I am satisfied that in the battle of Kinston it was the

fire of this regiment that first made untenable the position of the enemy
upon the road on the south side of the JSTeuse Eiver.

The present effective state of the eight companies now in camp at New
Berne is 2!) oflicers and 582 men, and of the companies at Morehead

City and Fort Macon 4 officers and 181 men ; a total of 33 officers and

7G3 men.
1 have the honor to be, respectfully,

CHAELES E. CODMAN,
Colonel, Comdg. Forty-fifth Massachusetts Militia.

Lieut. E. T. Tarkinson,
A. A. A. G., First Brig., Dept. of North Carolina.

No. 17.

Report of Col. Augustus B. B. Sprague, Fifty-first Massachusetts Infantry.

Hdqrs. Fifty-fiest Massachusetts Volunteees,
Foster Barraclcs, New Berne, N. C, December 21, 18G2.

In obedience to Department General Orders, No. 77, and Brigade

General Orders, No. 31, I reported, with my command, 778 rank and

tile, on the Trent road in light marching order at 7 o'clock on the morn-

6 E K—VOL XVIII
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iiig of Tliursday, 11th instant, remainiug with the brigade en route till

the afternoon of Friday, 'n'hen we were detached, in company with two
pieces of artillery, under command of Captain Eansom, to guard the

Beaver Creek Bridge, the main road to Ivinston, and the road to Tren-

ton, in rear of the advancing column.
Eeceiving orders from Major-General Foster at 1.30 o'clock on Sunday

morning to join the main force without delay, we.marched at sunrise,

having in charge 21 prisoners (taken by the cavalry on the main road

to Kinston), which were turned over to the provost-marshal upon our

arrival at Kinston on Sunday morning.
We advanced with the brigade on Monday morning, arriving at the

scene of action at White Hall about 11 a. m. on Tuesday morning, and,

though not narticipating in the engagement, were within range of the

enemy's guns x>')>t,he right of the artillery, which was engaged.
At this ])oint, .a obedience to orders of Major-General Foster, Lieu-

tenant Sanderson, with a detachment, was detailed to examine the river

below the bridge, to ascertain the practicability of fording it. .After a

careful examination of the river for nearly a mile he re])orted that it

was not fordable.

Triesday afternoon, passing up with the main column on the left bank
of the iSTeuse, we bivouacked at night about 12 miles from Goldsborough.
On W'eduesday we were detailed to guard the baggage train, f!rom

which duty we were relieved in the afternoon when the baggage train

and trooi)s were countermarched, after the burning of the railroad

bridge by the advance, keeping our place on the return on Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday.
We encamped on Saturday night near Deep Gully and arrived at

our barracks, on the Trent, at 11 o'clock on Sunday morning, my men
considerably jaded and foot-sore.

The orders in regard to pillaging and foraging were enforced, and the
men suffered in couseguencc of an insufficient supply of meat.
Taking into consideration the fact that this regiment had been but a

week in the field and received their arms only two days before they
received marching orders, I have the honor to report that they behaved
well duriug the entire march.
None were killed, 2 wounded, and none missing.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. B. K. SPEAGUE,
Colonel Fifty-first Massachusetts Volunteer Regiment.

Lieut. B. T. Parkinson, A. A. A. 0., First Brigade.

No. 18.

ICcport of Col. Thomas G. Stevenson. Tinentyfourth Massachusetts In-
fantry, commanding /Second Brigade, of engagements at Kinston, W/trte

llall, and Goldsborough Bridge, December 14, 10, and 17.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., First Div., Dept. op K C,
Neic Berne, N. C, Beeember 21, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to report the following as the result of the
part taken by the Second Brigade in the late expedition :

Agreeably to orders from headquarters this brigade joined the column
the morning of December 11 on the Trent road, being tbird in position.

Nothing of importance occurred until the morning of Sunday, Decem-
ber 11, when within a few miles of Kinston the advance was attacked
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by the enemy hi force. The Teuth Couuectieut and Forty-ioartb Mas-
sachusett.s wcie ordered into position on right of road in support of
battery; tlie Filtli Khode Island and Twenty-fourth Massachusetts on
lett ot road to support Belger's battery. Tlie Tenth Connecticut, Fifth
i.hode hsland, and Forty-fourth Massachusetts were then ordered for-
ward to the advance.
The Tenth Connecticut made a oallaut charge, under a very gallin"-

lire, on the enemy, who were raiiidly retreating over the brid'oe which
had been set on lire. The Teuth Connecticut poured in a verv destruc-
tive tire, capturing a rebel stand of colors and a number of prisoners.By the exertions anil gallant conduct of this regiment the bridge was
saved, they being the tirst to cross. As soon as the tire on the bridge
\vas put out our forces crossed, the enemy retreating in all directions.
Xo more resistance being offered, my brigade bivoua '-

;d' on the out-
skirts of the town.
Xext morning we recrossed the river, continuing the line of march

toward Goldsborough.
On the moruiug of December 16 the enemy made another stand atM hite Hall, occupying a strong i)osition on the other side of the river

having burned the bridge. The Forty-fourth Massachusetts and Tenth
Connecticut were ordered into position on the banks of the river, on the
left of the road leading to the bridge. JBelger's battery was then or-
dered to shell the woods, the enemy's sharpshooters being so com-
pletely concealed that the fire of our infantry had but little eflect. The
line of march was then taken up toward Goldsborough, the Fifth Ehode
Island and a few sharpshooters of the Tweuty-fourtli Massachusetts
being left behind to engage the rebel sharpshooters till the rear of the
column had passed.
At noon on the 17th arrived at railroad bridge over the Neuse Eiver.

Captain Belger's battery was ordered to the front, and did signal serv-
ice in repelling the charges of the enemy. I formed my brigade in line
of battle on the hill on the left of the road. The enemy having been
defeated, I was ordered to take up the line of march toward New Berne

;

had got but a few miles when I received orders to countermarch and
sui)port a piece of artillery posted on the Everettsville road, where i
remained about an hour. I then received orders to march on once more
toward New Berne, arriving here last evening (December 20).

I cannot close this report without referring, as I do with gratitude,
to the manner in which Col. F. L. Lee, commanding the Forty-fourth
Eegiment Massachusetrs Volunteer Militia; Lieut. Col. E. Leggett,
commanding the Tenth Connecticut Volunteers; Maj. E. H. Steven-
son, commanding the Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers ; Captain
Arnold, commanding the Fifth Ehode Island Volunteers, and Captain
Belger, commanding the Ehode Island battery (which was attached to

my brigade for the occasion), have seconded all my eflbrts through-
out the whole expedition. Their prompt and eflicieut action has facili-

tated every movement which has been undertaken.
The valuable services of the Teuth Connecticut Volunteers at Kin-

ston, as of Captain Belger's battery at White Hall and at Everettsvilh-,,

were not rendered, I regret to say, without heavy loss, as indicated by
the list of killed and wounded, which I transmit.*

THUS. G. STEVENSON,
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade, First Division.

Maj. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

* Embodied iu revised statement, p. 60,
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No. 19.

Report of Lieut. Col. Robert Legf/ett, Tenth Connecticut Infantry., of en-

gagement at Kinston, December 14.

I liavo tlie honor to report tlae part taken by tliis rcgimeut in the

iictiou of I )('t'einl)er 1 4 and the losses sustained by it. According to an
order received from General Foster I advanced my regiment over three

regiments already formed in line in the woods. On reaching the second

line the regiment came under a severe fire from the enemy, but went
steadily forward to the first line, which was engaged o'ith the enemy
and somewhat in disorder. The regiment formed in line with the ad-

vance and ojyened tire upon the enemy. After being under fire about

thirty minutes tljc fire of the regiment was directed to the bridge, across

which tlic enemy were retreating and which they were endeavoring to

burn. In some five minutes the enemy broke and my regiment moved
at a double(iuick down the road. A portion of the enemy formed in

line of battle in a corn field on the opposite side of the bridge and
opened fire on us as we came on. Immediately on taking the bridge,

where we cai)tured about 50 of the enemy, we extinguished the flames.

As soon as the enemy found we had taken the bridge they broke up
their line in disorder and opened on us from the ditches on each side of

the road. The regiment remained at the bridge about thirty minutes,
keeping np a continual fire upon the enemy, when we crossed the bridge,

taking ;i number of prisoners behind the iutrenchments and, pushing
forward, formed in line of battle opposite the city and awaited orders.

While in the woods the regiment sustained a loss of 90 killed and
woun<led, including a captain and lieutenant killed and 2 lieuten-

ants \\(mndea. At the bridge 1 lieutenant was killed, 1 severely
wounded, and (i or S rank and file wounded. In the action at White
Hall wc lormed line of battle and advanced to the river on the left of

the bridge, opening fire according to order received. The enemy made
no response, and one com]Kiny was detailed to go down the bank of

the river in search of a ford. Finding none, volunteers were called for

to swim tlie river and cut down two tall trees on that side, while two
were being felled on this side, and at the same time a company was
.sent to find lumber to build a bridge. The regiment was at work form-
ing a bridge when it received orders to fall back. No lass was suffered

by the regiment at this place.

K. LEGGETT,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Comdg. Tenth Regiment Connecticut Vols.

No. 20.

Report of Col. Horace C. JjCC, Ticenty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry,
commanding Third Brigade.

Hdqks. Tjiikd BuiGADE, Dept. of North Oakoeina,
]<!ew Berne, N. C, December 21, 1862.

Sir : 1 have the htnior to report the movements of the Third Brigade,
consisting of the Third, Fifth, Twenty-fifth, Twenty -seventh, and Forty-
sixth Eegiments, under my command, on the late expedition to Golds-
borough :

We were in line, as ordered, on Thursday, December 11, at 7 o'clock,

our position being with the baggage train in the rear. It was nearly
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10 before we were in column. The nature of t.lie roads for a few miles out
from New Berne was such that our progress was quite slow. We ar-
rived, however, at the camp assigned us, on the Trent road, at about
8 p. m.
Friday (12th) we inarched through the day, the roads through the

swamps gradually growing worse, the train being constantly delayed,
until 10 p. m. I had before leaving camp in the morning ordered Colonel
Itichmond, of the Third Regiment, to detail hve companies from his
regiment to march beside the wagons and assist the teamsters. Just
before dark I ordered the remaining five to fall back and assist in the
same manner, as the roads in many places were almost impassable.
Saturday (13th) were in column and moving by 8 o'clock, having, by

order from General Foster, detailed the Third Regiment, with a corps
of pioneers, to march as the day before and assist the train. Arriving
about 10 o'clock at a cross-road, up which the main body had passed,
the Forty sixth regiment, with a section of Lee's battery, was left so
posted as to command the approach from the main roail to Kinston.
We arrived soon after noon at a field near a creek within a few miles
of Kinston, where the advance had met and driven back a body of the
enemy. We encamped here for the night, and dealt out to the men two
days' rations and 20 rounds extra of ammunition.
Sunday (14th) leaving the Fifth Regiment to guard the baggage

train, we moved up the Kinston road, the Forty-sixth falling into their
position in line as we came, they having been, by order of General Fos-
ter, moved up from the post where they had been left and occupied one
near us through the night. We soon heard firing from the fiont and
learned that the advance had met the enemy near Kinston. When we
arrived we found General Wessells' and Colonel Amory's brigades en-
gaged and Colonel Stevenson's drawn up in two lines, sui>porting Bel-
ger's battery and one of the Third New York Artillery. We were soon
ordered to relieve Colonel Stevenson's command, which moved forward,
we occupying their position. While here the enemy retreated and we
went forward into Kinston, encam])ing for tlie night.

Monday (15th) we were tlie third in column. General Wessells having
charge of the train, following the First and Second Brigades. We re-

crossed the river, marched through the day, and encamped about 8
o'clock.

Tuesday (ICth) we were not fairly out of camp when firing was heard
in advance of us. We moved on as rapidly as possible and found* the
First Brigade engaged with the enemy at White Hall. The Second
Brigade was soon ordered to the front, and we, under orders from Gen-
eral Foster, moved immediately on toward Goldsborougli, having, as we
jiassed, 3 men wounded, leaving a small detachment of the Twenty-
fifth and Forty-sixth. Regiments as sharpshooters. We encamped at

sundown about 8 miles below Goldsborough.
Wednesday (17th) we were early in line. Colonel Ueckman, with

the Seventeenth Massachusetts and Ninth New Jersey acting as skir-

mishers, we moved forward and came within sight of the Wilmington
Railroad.
About 11 o'clock a small body of the enemy could be seen upon a

hill-side near by. Riggs' battery was put in position and a few shells

thrown among them, when they (lisap])eared. We immediately ad-

vanced. The Twenty-fifth and Twenty seventh Regiments were moved
ibrward in line on the left, the battery supported by the Third and
Forty-sixth upon the right, the Fifth, which had now come up with us,

remaining in column. Emerging from the wood 1 found Colonel Heck-
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man advancing up the railroad, and sent forward to support him the

Twenty-fifth and Twenty-seventh Begiinents, and subsequently the

Third. The Fifth I formed on the lett in the wood, commanding a

road running down from a mill on the other side of the railroad. Dis-

covering the appearance of troo])s near there, I sent forward a com-

pany of skirmishers from the Fifth Eegiment, wlio reported that <;av-

alry and infantry were in sight within the wood but retired as they

advanced. The bridge across the Neuse was soon seen to be on fire,

and orders came to destroy as much of the road as possible. This being

accomplished and the firing having ceased we received orders to form

column and follow the main column en route to New Berne. Four regi-

ments had already formed and passed, most of them across the creek,

in their usual and regular order of march, leaving the Fifth to support

the battery.

At this time a detachment of the Third New York Cavalry coming
up moved down toward the burning bridge, a few approaching its im-

mediate vicinity. The latter were fired upon apparently by a regiment

of the enemy from the edge of the wood near the bridge. The cavalry

then moved' quickly to the brow of the hill, followed by Captain Mor-

rison's battery, which had been stationed midway between the crest of

the hill and the bridge. Two or three regiments (three colors were
seen) then emerged from the wood and quickly formed a line of battle

just behind the railroad track. Captain Morrison's battery then opened
a rapid fire upon them with shell, grape, and canister. A portion of

the enemy instantly, with loud cheers, charged up the hill toward the

battery, and bore up- steadily in the face of a well-directed and most
destructive fire.

I immediately ordered the Fifth Massachusetts Regiment to support
Morrison's battery, and recalled the regiments that had retired across

the creek, and ordered up Belger's battery, which had been assigned
to me on account of its having more amnninition left than Eiggs'.

Warned by the rapid fire of the battery and by the cheers of the enemy
they can)e up rapidly, whereupon I posted the Twenty-seventh Massa-
chusetts Kegiment on the left to prevent a Hank attack in that direction,

and i)laced the Twenty-fifth Massachusetts in support, believing the
main attack of the enemy was in this direction, where he was supported
by artillery. On the right I disposed the Third Massachusetts Eegi-
ment to resist a flank movement in that direction, and the Forty-sixth
Massachusetts was held in reserve so as to be readilj- available to sup-

]iort the weakest portion of the line.

The enemy jneanwliile had been staggered by the crushing fire of the
batteries, and at sight of my supporting regiments broke and fled in

disorder to the wood. His retreat was covered by a heavy fire from the
battery on his right, which inflicted on my command a loss of 3 killed

and 19 wounded.
Hereupon I ordered the Twenty-seventh Eegiment to file into the

wood and to approach the enemy's left and open fire, which they did ac-

cordingly. At this time a section of Eiggs' battery opened fire from the
eminence near the building used as a hospital, and I received orders from
General Foster to retire under cover of this fire unless closely pressed
by tlie eneniy. The advance of the Twenty-seventh was checked by the
fire from liiggs' battery, but the regiment reached a point at which it

could put in a few effective volleys. Simultaneously Cai)tain Belger's
Ithode Island battery took position near my center and replied to the
enemy's battery with good effect, and also shelled the wood that covered
his infantry.
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The last effort of the euemy was made on my rif>iit. lie extended his

lines along the wood and threatened my flank, wlien I ordered the Third
Massachusetts to open lire. They did so, but soon discontinued as the
enemy retired.

The l);ittery on my left being silenced and the enemy making no
further demonstration, and having received information tliat the creek
in our rear was rapidly rising, I ordered my command to withdraw. In
crossing the creek the water was up to the waists of the men.
Before retiring the field was carefully searched and the bodies of our

dead were brought ofi'. Our position was such, being just at the crest

of the hill, that our loss was quite small.

My column slowly and in proper order now rejoined the main body.
We arrived at Kew Berne on Sunday.

It is perhaps unnecessary for me to say that the old regiments
(Twenty-fifth and Twenty-seventh) sustained their previous well-earned

reputation, officers and men doing their utmost not only to hold but to

add to their laurels acquired in the old First Brigade. The new regi-

ments did nobly, marching up steadily and firmly and maintaining their

line and position without flinching even in the most exposed situations.

I received great assistance from my acting assistant adjutant-gen-

eral, Bartlett, and my aides, Lieutenant Myrick, of the Fifth Eegiment,

and Lieutenant Marsh, of the Forty-sixth.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
H. 0. LEE,

Col. Twenty-seventh Mass. liegt, Gomdg. Third Brig.

Maj. SoTJTHAED Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 21.

Report of Maj. Josiah Picliett^ Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry.

Hdqes. Twenty-fifth Regt. Massachusetts Vols.,

Gamp Oliver, New Berne, N. G., December 29, 1802.

SiK : I have the honor to forward you the following report of the part

taken by the Twenty-fifth Eegiment in the late expedition to Kinston

and Goidsborough

:

Arriving from Plymouth late on the afternoon of the 10th with six

companies of my regiment, I found orders awaiting me to be ready to

march at 7 o'clock on the morning of the 11th and assigning ray regi-

ment to the Third Brigade, under command of Colonel Lee. I left New
Berne on the morning of the 11th with six companies of the regiment.

Captain Moulton joined me at the Harrison place (our outpost on tlie

Trent road) with the other four companies, making an effective fort^e,

exclusive of field, staff', and line oflicers, of 072 men. Is^othing occurred

in which, the regiment or any of it took part worthy of note tdl Sunday,

the 14th instant, when onr forces arrived in front of and commenced

the battle of Kinston. Eeceiving orders to support Battery H, Tliird

ISTew York Artillery, I formed my regiment in line of battle and took

position upon the left of the battery. Eeceiving orders shortly after-

ward to support Belger's Ehode Island battery I moved forward and

took position upon the left. In this latter position I renjained until the

battle was decided. I then moved forward, crossed the bridge, and

bivouacked my regiment that night in Kinston.
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Oa Monday, the 15tb, the march was resumed.
On the ICth our forces were engaged at White Hall. ]\Ty regiment,

though within rauge of the enemy's guns, was not engaged, but march-

ing by the flank through the fields in the rear of our batteries we took

up the line of march for Goldsborough. At this time 1 was called upon
to furnish sharpshooters for duty on the banks of the river in clearing

the woods on tbe other side of the enemy's riflemen. About 100 of my
men volunteered for this dangerous duty. After being ])oste(l they
rendered effective service. One man was hero shot through the head
and severely wounded.
On the 17th the line of march was resumed, the Third Brigade hav-

ing the advance. Late in the morning skirmishing with the enemy's
pickets commenced, which continued until we came upon their main
force posted this side of the railroad bridge crossing the ISTeuse Eiver.

I was ordered forward to be in readiness to support the (Seventeenth

Massachusetts and the Ninth New Jersey, who were sharply engaged
with the enemy. I moved forward in line of battle, taking i)Osition on
the right of the railroad in the rear of the Twenty-seventh Massachu-
setts and quite uear our batteries. I remained in this position till the
l)ridge was burnt and the railroad torn up, when my regiment was witli-

<lrawn from the field. In a short time the enemy again made his aj)-

pearance, advancing in two lines of battle with evident design of charg-
ing upon and taking one of our batteries.. Eeceiving orders to again
move into the field I advanced by the flank at double-quick and was
assigned position in the rear of the Twenty-seventh Massachusetts aiul

on the left and supporting Belger's battery. I ordered my men to lie

down, and though exposed to a severe fire from the enemy which we had
no chance to return yet the men behaved with perfect coolness. While
in this position we sustained a loss of 1 killed and .3 wounded. ^Niglit

brought an end to the contest, and we were withdrawji, and took u|) tlie

line of march for New Berne, which we reached on Sunday, tlie 21st,

and went into camj) on our old ground.
I cannot end without mentioning in terms of the highest praise the

conduct of both officers and men during the whole expedition. Oji the
march, in the bivouac, under fire, in everything that they were called
upon to perform they showed all the qualities of the true soldier, and
their conduct merits and receives my heartiest commendations.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

JOSIAH PICKETT,
Major., Commandituj.

Lieut. George W. Bautlett,
Acthifi Assifitant Adjutant -General., Third Brigade.

No. 22.

Iiej)ort of Lieut. Col. William S. Shurtleff, Forty-nliih Mansacliuneltf! In-

fantry.

Hdqrs. Forty-sixth Massaciitisetts Yolitnteer.^!,
New Jlernc, iV. C, December — , 18C2.

Sir: I have the honor to report that in pursuance of your Orders, No.
IS, dated December 10, 1SG2, the Forty-sixth Regiment of Mnssa(;husetts
Volunteer Jlilitia left its cami)ing ground find entered u])on its jjlaccin

line of march at 7 o'clock on the morning of Tluirsday, December 1 1, l.S(i2,
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f"'^'i"
c*^"P'^"y '"''tl^ the otherjegimeuts and being third in lino of yonr

continu-
I about

. ,, , jmarcli
in the same order at 9 o'clock on the morning of December 12, and noth-
ing of note having transpired again encamped with the other regiments
ot yours and the preceding brigades about 28 miles from New Berne.
Our march was again resumed on the morning of Saturday, tlie 13th,

at about 9 a. m., and continued for about an hoar, when our regiment
was detached from your brigade and left, with two pieces of IMggs'
battery, Captain Lee, to guard and hold certain cross-roads and the
approaches from the rear and front of the center road of the three roads
leading to Kinston.
The artillery having been placed with excellent judgment and skill

by Captain Lee in position to completely command the approach in front
from Kinston, the Forty-sixth was drawn up in line of battle behind
and in support. Pickets were thrown forward on the Kinston road and
one company (F), under Captain Conwell, was detached and ])osted at
two angles of a triangle, some 200 yards in our rear, formed by a cross
by-road connecting the road on which our main body was posted and
the road taken by the main body of the army, so that no approach upon
either road could be made by the enemy without our receiving timely
warning. We held this position until sundown, when I received orders
from Major Hoffman to advance my command 4 miles nearer to Kinston
up the road on which we were then posted, and to hold and occupy cer-
tain cross-roads indicated until further orders. This order we execu ted,
making the march after nightfall. I detached Company ]:> (Captain
Grimes), to march some 50 yards in advance, and then threw forward 10
men, under Lieutenant Knapp, as an advance guard against surprise.
Having arrived at the position indicated, the artillery was placed in

liositiou by Captain Lee, the infantry drawn up in line in support in the
edge of the woods skirting the crossroad ; the several roads thoroughly
picketed; the main road in front and a cross road leading to the riglit

by Captain Grimes' comj)any, divided so as to make tfirce i)OSts, in

charge, respectively, of Captain Grimes, Lieutenant Knapp, and Lieu-

tenant Bronson; the road in our rear picketed with two posts from
Captain Kingsbury's company (B), and the road leading to the left

and toward the x)Osition of the advance of the army, and the road in

our immediate right and left front by detachments from Captain Lin-

coln'.s company (G). Our baggage train I brought forward and placed
on our left, on the cross-road leading to the rear of the advance, and
of course between-our left and our pickets. The men were then ordered
to lie upon their arms, and of course no cam]) lires were allowed. This

position we occupied undisturbed until morning, our pickets bringing in

one prisoner, whom I delivered to the care of the rear guard; and then,

in pursuance of an order from Major Hoffman, received about midnight,

we proceeded at 7 a. m. of the next day to rejoin the main body, arriv-

ing just in time to take our proper place in line, where we continued

until, the advance becoming engaged near Kinston, we were sent by
your orders forward to support a battery, not then, liovvever, engaged.

After the engagement at Kinston was over we under your orders re-

sumed our former position in line, and entering Kinston encamped there

with the rest of yonr brigade.

Resuming our march on the following moi iiiiig (IMonday) we preserved

our place in line until, tlie advance being engaged at White Hall with

the artillery, under your orders W(! passed forward following the Twenty-
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flfth Massacliusetts and formed in line on its left, but were immediately
after by you ordered into line of march again.

At this time some 50 men were detached, under orders purporting and
believed to come from Major-General Poster, to remain at White Hall
as sharpshooters. We then proceeded in our proper place and en-

camped about 6 p. m. Our detachment of sharpshooters all reported
to the regiment before morning, with the exception of one, Ghapiii, of

Company I, who was wounded by a rifle-ball from the enemy's sharp-
shooters in the arm, not dangerously. Our march was resumed in place
on the following morning about half past 7 o'clock, and, upon arriving
near the line of the Wilmington Railroad, your brigade engaging the
enemy, we were ordered up and formed line in support of Belger's bat-

tery, in a position taken at first but at once changed before it engaged
tlie enemy, we following it and supporting it in its new position on the
brow of a liill commanding the railroad and woods around the railroad

bridge. This position we occupied until, the bridge having been burned
and the track torn up, the battery retired and we were ordered to fol-

low it en route for New Berne.
Pending, however, forming the line for the march, the enemy reap-

]ieariug to the right and front of our late position and threatening the
battery left to cover our retiring force as well as our tlauk, we were
ordered back and at once formed in rear of the Third Massachusetts.
In this position we remained, the men lying down, being subjected to

a somewhat annoying fire of the enemy's battery on our left, but with-
out having any opportunity to engage any portion of his force, until

under your orders (the enemy's batteries having been either silenced
or withdrawn and his infantry retired) we resumed our place in line en
route again for New Berne, having at the outset to ford a mill-stream
rendered swift and deep by the raising of the flood-gates by the enemy,
as we supposed. In tliis action, and while occupying our position after
the renewal of the engagement, I regret to state that we had 1 man
(one Wall, of Holyoke, Mass., a member ofCompany B) mortally wounded
and 3 others wounded by the shell of the enemy, the details of which
1 give in jjaper marked A, appended hereto.* Continuing our march, we
encamped with the rest of your brigade about 10 o'clock p. m. at our
camping ground of the previous night, and, resuming our march ou the
following morning at 8 o'clock, reached camp at about 11 o'clock p. m.
after a march toilsome and harassing to the men to the last degree.
Resuming our march at 8 o'clock a. m. on the following day, after a

comparatively easy march of some 12 miles we ejicamped about 6 miles
below Kinston, passing down the river road. Resuming our march in our
l)lace in line on the day following, at 8 o'clock a. m., we again encamped
at G o'clock some 13 miles from New Berne, on the Trent road, and from
this place our ambulances without halting were sent forward under
charge of Maj. James H. Waterman, surgeon of our regiment, then in
charge of the ambulance train, to New Berne, our wagons following at
early morning in advance of the brigade. Resuming our march at 7

o'clock a. m. we arrived at New Berne and our camping ground about
2 o'clock p. m., the men very foot-sore and weary, otherwise in good con-
dition and spirits. I am happy to be able to state that from my care-
ful observatiou of the men under my command, both under the trials of
toilsome marches and the excitement of anticipated engagement with
the enemy, I believe you have in them a body upon whom you may
with contidence rely should occasion require you to use them in any

* Nominal list omitted. See p. 60.
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of tbo ways that the exigeucies of the service may require. I am
hapi)y also to bear witness to the energetic and conscientiously careful

discharge of duty on the part of (Japlaiu Lee, with wl)om 1 was asso-

ciated, as I have stated, and to whom I am greatly indebted for valua-
ble assistance and counsel on our solitary night march and bivouac,
and who, I am glad to learn, on subsequent detached duty added to his

reputation and performed valuable service.

I should dei)rive myself also of a pleasure if I omitted to call to your
notice the fact that the adjutant of our regimeut, James G. Smith, com-
mencing the expedition suffering from a painful accidental shot wound
in the leg, still insisted upon accompanying the regiment, and though
having double duty to perform, in the absence of one of the field officers,

still manfully endured all the toils ot'the march and the held and ren-

dered me invaluable service in the management and control of the regi-

ment. I should also state that Colonel Bowler accompanied the expe-
dition until after the affair at Kiiiston, but was unable by reason of

indisijosition to assume command, and ielt constrained by increasing

illness to return to New Berne on the morning of the third of the ex-

pedition.

Very respectfullj', your obedient servant,
WILLIAM S. SHUETLEPF,

Lieut. Col., Comdg. Forty-sixth Mansnchusetts Volunteers.

Col. Horace C. Lee,
Commanding Third Brigade, First Division.

No. 23.

Report of Col. Charles A. Reel-man, Ninth New Jersey Infantry, First

Jirigade, Second Division.

Hdqrs. Ninth REGiarENT New Jersey VoLrNTEERS,
Camp Reno, Deeemher 21, 18G2.

Sir: 1 have the honor to report that in accordance with your order

I on the morning of the 11th with my regiment took my position on

the right of the'columu, which position it retained during the whole

inarch.

On the second day, December 12, we came up with the advance guard

of the enemy. I immediately deployed two companies as skirmishers,

and drove the enemy back without loss on our side.

On the morning of December 13, at 11 a. m., we came up with the

enemy, who had two guns in position on the west bank of Southwest

Creek, supported by infantry. I here found Captain Cole, Third New
York Cavalry, with his men dismounted, warmly engaged with the

enemy. Lieutenant-Colonel Mix had placed Lieutenant Day's section

of Morrison's battery in a good position and was sending shell into them

rapidly. I immediately ordered Companies C, II, and G to cross the

stream on the right, while with the remainder of the regiment I crossed

at a njill-dam about a mile above on the left. On arriving at tlieir

works from their rear I found it deserted and the guns withdrawn. My
whole command having joined me I stationed one company at the bridge

and with the balance, having sent you word of my intention, proceeded

up the road, and when about a mile from the creek was saluted by a

round of canister from a C-pounder and musketry. I charged on the
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double-quick aud Yaukee yell and secured one 0-pounder and caisson,

killed 3, wounded several, aud took 8 of tbe enemy prisoners. Skir-

mishing continued through the whole day, my loss being 1 wounded
aud 1 taken prisoner.

About .3 p. m. Gai)t:iin Cole, Third New York Cavalry, reported to

me, by order of Creueral Wessells, to recoimoiter forward. We had pro-

ceeded about three-fourths of a mile when our advance guard was fired

u])on by volleys of niiiskotry from both sides of the road, wounding 1

cavalryman. I ordered the cavalry to the rear and deployed as skir-

mishers tliree companies on each side of the road. The men advanced

steadily aud firmly under a heavy but wild liring of two regiments of

infantty and two C-pounders. Morrison's battery came to my assist-

ance and drove the enemy into their stronghold. We bivouacked for

the night.

On Sunday, December 14, the enemy was found posted about 1 mile

this side of the village of Kinston in strong force. Four companies (C,

1), E, and I) were sent forward as skirmisliers. They were opened on
l)y artillery aud infantry, but stood their ground admirably, and doing

great injuiy to the enemy by their well-directed fire. Again Morrison
came forward with a section of his battery and opened briskly, a regi-

ment having arrived to support the battery. With the remaining six

companies I moved to the right to prevent being flanked from that

direction. We came up with a regiment of them on our right front,

engaged them, and in a few minutes forced them to retreat precipitately.

1 uext discovered a regiment on my right flank. Captain ,

with a section of his battery (New York artillery), opened upon them
with splendid efiect, and prevented them from forming a junction with
their mnin column. Being re-enforced by four regiments of Wessells'
brigade (Eighty-fifth and Ninety-sixth New York, One hundred and first

Pennsylvania, and the Seventeenth Massachusetts) i formed tiie Eighty-
fifth, Lieurenant-Colonel Wellman, and the Ninety-sixth, Colonel Gray,
in line of battle to the right, the Ninth l^ew Jersey and Seventeenth
Massachusetts facing to our original fronts. The Eighty-fifth and
Ninety sixth advanced rapidly about 400 yards, discovered the enemy
behind a fence in the edge of the wood, and poured a volley into them, at
which they fled in confusion, exi)osed to our fire. I then ordered the
Ninety-sixth, su])i>orted by tlje lilighty-fifth, to advance, under cover of

the wood, upon the bridge, and the Ninth New Jersey, supported by
the Seventeenth Massachusetts, to advance in a direct line across the
open ground to the same })oint. The One hundred and first remained
to support the battery.

On arriving near the bridge, shell, canister, and musketry were opened
upon us from the opposite bank of the river. Firing continued from
both sides about twenty minutes.

I regret, sir, the necessity to report that at this point we lost the
gallant Colonel Gray.
After the enemy's guns had been silenced and their forces dispersed

the Ninth New Jersey, aided by the Seventeenth Massachusetts and
Eighty-fifth New York, extinguished the flames of the burning bridge
and crossed in the following order: Ninth, Seventeenth, ami Eighty-
fifth.

My regiment secured three 0-pounder brass guns, one stand of colors,

and a number of prisoners and small-arms.
Loss, 2 killed, '.'>'2 wounded, and 1 mis.sing.

I tnke ))leasuie in adding tliat the lamented Colonel Gray, Litniteuant-

Colouel Fellows, Lieutenant-Colonel Wellman, and Major Zabriskie,
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with their commands, without exception, tlisplaved iiiarlced bravery
and coolness, tiud proved efl'ectually their efliciciicv and gallantry.
As soon as the bridge was sufficiently rei)aired to ]ierinit tlic crossing

of the artillery I received the order forward. We iiiiuchcd through
the town, the Ninth having the advance and tlie Seventeenth Massa-
chusetts following. We marched along the bauk of tlie river, crossed
the railroad, and bivouacked for the night about 2 miles from Kiriston,
on the Goldsborough road.
At G a. m., the 15th instant, received orders to return to the bridge.

On arriving at the bridge we crossed and continued our maich in the
direction of White Hall. Nothing of interest occurred throughout the
day, and at night bivouacked 3 miles from White Hall.

At 7 a. m., 16th instant, we were again in motion, the Ninth New
Jersey in advance. Upon our arrival at White Hall my advance guard
drew the fire of the enemy, who were strongly intrenched and fortified

on the opposite side of the river, having previously burned tlje bridge
to prevent our crossing. .1 immediately ordered the fences thrown
dowu on each side of the road for the artillery to take their position.

In the mean time I had ordered four com])auies to deploy as skirmish-

ers, which they did, the entire length of our front, anil the engage-
ment soon became general. The remaining six companies of the Ninth
were immediately ordered forward to support the skirmishers and, when
an opportunity otfered, to engage the enemy. The Ninth warmly en-

gaged the enemy until their ammunition (00 ronnds) was expended.
The regiment was then ordered to retire and send for ammunition. The
Seventeenth Massachusetts relieved us on the left and the Twenty-third
Massachusetts on the right. While waiting for amn)unition the column
was ordered forward. We received orders to wait for our supply and
bring up the rear.

Our loss was 3 killed, 42 wounded, and 3 missing.

I then received orders to take the Seventeenth Massachusetts and
proceed in advance toward Goldsborough Bridge. Bivouacked the

night of the ICth about 5 miles from the bridge.

Morning of the 17th column again moving, Seventeenth Miissachu-

setts in advance, Ninth New Jersey following. About 2 miles from the

bridge commenced driving in the enemy's pickets. On coming in sight

of the bridge saw a regiment of the enemy i)assing along the railroad. I

immediately ordered the Seventeenth Massachusetts to send out skir-

mishers and advance on the left of the road and the Ninth New Jersey

to deploy and advance on the right as far as the railroad. Found the

enemy here in force on both sides of the river. The Seventeenth, on

reaching the railroad, by my order left one company where the country

road crosses the railroad and then marched down the railroad in the di-

rection of the bridge. The company left in jiosition on the country road

were charged upon by a squadion of cavalry whom they repulsed, and

captured 2 prisoners, without loss on our side. I'he Ninth advanced

on the right of the Seventeenth to within 30 feet of the river and

bridge. As soon as the artillery arrived <m the ground I withdrew the

Ninth New Jersey and Seventeenth Massachusetts to give the artillery

position. Torches were sent us and orders to burn the bridge. 1 rode

up to the Ninth New Jersey and called for volunteers to burn the bridge.

Numbers volunteered instantly, but as I wanted but three. Lieutenant

Graham, acting aide to me, and two privates, one of Company E, William

Lemons, and , took the port fires and started on their dangerous

mission. The enemy were thickly posted on both sides of the river and

all about the bridge, but the volunteers were successful, and we soon
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liad the gratification of seeing flames and smoke ascending in columns,

and the bridge was effectually destroyed. Our loss was 12 wounded.

The ohject of the expedition having been accomplished I received

orders to countermarch and return. Had proceeded about 1 mile when
tiring was heard in our rear, and word came forward that our rear had
been attacked. I immediately ordered the Ninth New Jersey into line

of battle on the left of the road and the Seventeenth Massachusetts on
the right. Soon after forming there I received orders to return to the

scene of action, which I did, and posted my regiments on the right and
left of the country road and left of Belger's battery, which was warmly
engaged with the enemy. Eemaiued in that position about thirty min-

utes, when Ave were relieved by a regiment of Wessells' brigade, and
we started on our return and arrived at New Berne Saturday evening,

20th instant, having marched the last day 30 miles.

Officers and men displayed great coolness and bravery. The color-

sergeant and color-guard behaved nobly.

I deem it my duty, however, to mentiort particularly Lieut. George
Graham, of Eocket IBattery, W. W. McChesney (citizen), volunteer

aides, for valuable services rendered throughout the expedition.

I, have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
C. A. HEOKMAN,

Colonel.

General J. G. Fostee,
Commanding Department of North Carolina.

No. 24.

Report of Maj. Abram Zdbrislcic, Ninth New Jersey Iitfantry.

IlDQRS. Ninth Kegiment New Jersey A'ols.,

December 21, 1862.

Sir : I respectfully forward to you the report of the part taken by
the regiment under my command in the expedition, under Major-Gen-
eral Foster, against Goldsborough :

We started from New Berne on the morning of December 11, this

regiment liolding the advance of the column, which position it retained
during the whole march.
On the second day, December 12, we came up with the advance guard

of the enemy. By your order two companies were sent forward as skir-

mishers, and continued steadily to drive the enemy back without any
loss on our side.

On the morning of December 13, at 11 a. m., we came np with the
eneraj- in a strong position on the west bank of Southwest Creek.
Two of the companies were ordered to cross the stream on the right,

while the remainder of the regiment crossed at a mill-dam about a mile
above on the left. When we arrived at the breastwork thrown up by
the enemy I found it deserted both by their artillery aiul infantry.

However, discovering the enemy half a mile farther np the road, the
regiment charged on them at a run, and succeeded in cajjturing a gun
and caisson, C-pounder, besides wounding 3 of the enemy and taking C
or 8 prisoners. Skirmishing with the enemy continued through the
whole day, our loss being 1 man wounded apd 1 taken prisoner.
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Ou Sunday, December 14, the enemy were found posted about 1 mile
this side of the village of Kinston in strong force. Four companies (0,
D, E, and I) were sent forward as skirmishers. They were soon opened
on by artillery and infantry, but stood their ground admirably, holding
the position they had taken and doing great injury to the enemy by
their well-directed tire. The remaining six companies were sent on the
right to tlank the enemy's position. We came up with a regiment of

them stationed in the wood ou the right, and after a half hour's fight

succeeded in forcing them to retreat precipitately. Then advancing
by your order across the field to the road 1 opened fire with the head
of column upon the enemy, who were retreating across the bridge, and
succeedctl in preventing their escape. After crossing the bridge we
look three guns, one stand of colors, and numerous prisoners.

Our loss in this battle amounted to 2 killed, 32 wounded, and 1 miss-

ing.

IJesuming our march, on the 16th we came up with the enemy on
the other side of the j^euse River, at White Hall, posted behind breast-

works and buildings. The whole regiment was deployed along the banks
of the river, kept up a brisk fire for about two hours, and were at last

relieved, our ammunition being expended and our loss being very

heavy—3 killed, 42 wounded, and 3 missing.

We again came up with the enemy December 17, posted ou the north

side of the Keuse, at the railroad bridge near Goldsborough. The right

wing of the regiment was deployed along the bank of the river on the

right of the railroad, while the left companies were held in reserve.

The whole regiment was at last drawn oft, after the firing of the bridge,

to make way for the artillery. December 17 we commenced our return

march, and arrived in Kew Berne on Saturday, December 20.

There were so many instances of individual courage shown in the

<lifierent battles that it is difficult to mention particular names. How-
ever, I cannot forbear mentioning with praise Captain Stewart, Lieu-

tenant Brown, Captain McChesney, and Lieutenant Townley, not only

for personal bravery but for their ability as commanders of their re-

siiective companies ; and also the names of Privates William Lemons,

Company E, and , who, with Lieutenant Graham, set fire to

the railroad bridge near Goldsborough.

I inclose a list of the killed, wounded, and missing.*

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' ' ABllAM ZABKISKIE,

Major, Commanding.

Col. C. A. Heckman.

No. 25.

Bevort of Brig. Gen. llenry W. Wessells, U. S. Army, commanding Third

Brigade, rede's Division, of operations Deccmher 5-21.

Headquaktees Third Brigade, Peck's Division,

New Berne, N. C, December 22, lS(i2.

Major: I have the honor to report that pursuant to instructions from

Maior-General Peck I left Camp Suffolk, Va., on the 5th instant with my
brigade, composed of the Eighty-fifth, Ninety-second, Ninety-sixth New

York and Eighty-fifth, One hundred and first, and One hundred and
"

* Embodied ia revised statement, j). 60.
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third Pennsylvania Volunteers, under orders to proceed to ISTcw Ferry,

on tbe Gliowan, near Gatesville, there to report to the commandin}? offi-

cer of the Department of jS"orth Carolina.

My command arrived at the point designated on the Gth iiiataut, where
i( was met by Major-General Foster with transports for the brigade.

The troops embarked on the following day, arriving at this station on
the 9th. An expedition having been planned and organized to move in

the directiou of Goldsborough, the column was put in motion on the

morning of the 11th, the advance taken by Heckman's Kinth New Jer-

sey Volunteers, followed by my own brigade, to which was attached

Morrison's battery Third 'New York Artillery.

No serious obs'tacles were interposed by the enemy until arriving

at Southwest Branch, G miles from the town of Kinston, where it was
found the main road crossing the creek was well watched and strongly

guarded both by artillery aiul infantry. A skillful feint having been
made toward tliis point, the main body moved by an upper road, cross-

ing the creek about half a mile below on a mill-dam. The bridge was
found to be ])artially destroyed and the enemy covering it with two guns
and a force of infantry.

This position was at once reconnoitered by the Ninth New Jersey Vol-
unteeis with their usual intrepidity, and a crossing was eflected by the
mill, threatening the enemy's right. At the same time, by directiou of

the commanding general, I detached the Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Vol-
unteers, Colonel ilowell, with orders to force a passage below the bridge,

by felling trees or fording, and engage him on the right. This difficult

duty was handsomely jjerformed. Howell's skirmishers, led by Captains
Hooker and Phillips, pushed boldly through the swamp, engaged the
enemy's battery under a shower of grape, and by a well-directed fire of
nuisketry drove the cannoneers from the ground, and Heckman's ad-
vance a]ii)earing simultaneously from the left the enemy fled, leaving
one of his guns in our possession.' The brigade in the mean time crossed
at the mill, and being joined by the Twenty-third Massachusetts Volun-
teers moved forward about 3 miles and bivouacked for the night, the
Ninth New Jersey Volunteers with Morrison's battery taking up a posi-
tion about 1 mile in advance.
On the following day (December 1-1) the line of march was resumed

at an early hour and in the usual order. Heckman's skirmishers were
soon engaged with the enemy's outposts, and to support him I directed
the l']ighty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers to move through the wood on
the left of the road with a view to act against the enemy's right.' A sec-
tion of ilorrison's battery was also ordered forward, supported by the
One hundred and third Pennsylvania Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel
Maxwell, with directions to take a suitable position and open fire.

The Eighty-fifth New York, Lieutenant-Colonel Wellman, was then
thrown forward and to the right of the road, with instructions to en-
gage the enemy on the liauk and press him vigorously toward the
left. This regiment was soon followed by the One hundred and first

Pennsylvania Volunteers, Major Taylor, aiid the Ninety-sixth New York
Volunteers, Colonel Gray, with similar orders. In the mean time being
informed that a portion of the Ninth New Jersey Volunteers were fail-

ing in ammunition I directed the Ninety-second New York Volunteers,
Colonel Hunt, to move down the road to relieve or sui)port Colonel Heck-
man as circumstances might require. All these movements were executed
by the several regiments with alacrity and precision, deservingthehighest
praise. My whole brigade was now in position before the enemy's line

;

the firing was heavy and almost incessant; the wounded were being rap-
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idly brouglit to the rearjand the enemy, concealed by the wood and ])osted
bebiud an almost impassable swamp, maintained his position with stub-
born obstinacy. At this time, and on my application to the majoriieii-
eral commanding, I was re-enforced in succession by the Seventeeuth,
Iwenty-third, and Forty-fifth Massachusetts Vohmteers. These flue
regnneuts took their positions with the coolness and precision of vet-
erans, and the whole line was then directed to advance and pusli tlie
enemy at every point. The major-general commanding having arrived
on the ground made further disposition of the troops and conducted the
aflair to a rapid and successful termination.
Under my orders to advance, the whole brigade, supported on the left

by other regiments, moved gradually forward, converging toward the
enemy's line of retreat, driving him from the church and throwing him
back toward the bridge, over which the main body escaped, leaving
several hundred prisoners in our hands.
The retreat of the enemy wa« closely followed by the Eighty-fifth and

One hundred and third Pennsylvania Volunteers on the Vft (the latter
suffering severely in crossing the open field), while the Ninetvsixth and
Eighty-fifth New York and One hundred and first, Pennsylvania Volun-
teers charged from the right ; the Ninety-second mc^ed along the road
in support of the battery. The bridge was fired in several places by
the enemy and exposed to a destructive fire of artillery and musketry
from the opposite bank, but every regiment, including those from other
brigades, seemed to vie with each other in emulation, and pressed for-
ward with unflinching determination.
That gallant oflBcer, Colonel Gfav. Ninety-sixth New York Volun-

teers, with his face to the foe and the colors of his regiment first on the
bridge, fell mortally wounded in the hour of victory.
The flames were extinguished without serious injury to the bridge,

and my brigade being reformed on the opposite bank of the river con-
tinued its march through the village of Kinston and bivouacked for the
night on the Goldsborough road.
The steadiness of the troops during this short conflict gave me full

confidence of success, and the conduct both of officers and men, with
rare exceptions , merits the highest pratee. For special acts of gal-

lantry and good conduct I have the honor to refer you to the reports of
regimental commanders herewith inclosed. Captain Stewart, assistant
adjutant-general ; Captains Webster and Hall, brigade quartermaster
and commissary, and my aides, Lieutenants Beegle and Foot, rendered
most important service. My orders were conveyed by these otficers to

every part of the field in the thickest of the fight with the most grati-

fying coolness and intelbgence. Acting Brigade Surgeon Rush also

deserves the highest commendation for the prompt and efficient man-
ner in which the onerous duties of his department were conducted.
A list of casualties accompanies this report.*

My brigade, having recrossed the Neuse, accompanied the expedition
toward Goldsborough, and its object having been fully accomplished by
the destruction of the railway and bridge, the whole command returned

to this station, amviug at New Berne on the 21st instant.

Kespectfully, vour obedient servant,
H. W. WESSELLS,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Maj. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of North Carolina.

' Embodied in revised statemout, ji. CO.

7 R K—VOL xvin
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^o. 26.

Bqport of Lieut. Col. AbijahJ. Wellman, Eighty-fifth New York Infantry,

of engagement at Kinston, December 14.

Hdqks. Eighty-fifth Kegiment New York Vols.,
Wew Berne, N. C, December 22, 1862.

Oaptain : I Lave the honor to report that at the eugagement before

Kiiistou, which occurred on the 14th instant, the Eighty-fifth New York
VoUinteers ijarticipated in the following manner:
Pursuant to an order received from General Wessells the aforesaid

regiment was led to the right of the position which was occupied by
the Union forces during the earlier stages of the battle, and reported to

Colonel Hecknian, of the Ninth New Jersey Volunteers, as his support,

at 11 a. ui. In accordance with instructions from Colonel Heckman my
regiment was then moved to the extreme right, for the purpose of a
flank demonstration. After proceediwg .500 yards, preceded by two com-
l)anies of my command deployed as skirmishers, 'a regiment of the enemy
was discovered 200 yards in advance, drawn up behind a fence at the

edge of the wood in which we were. My skirmishers moved quietly to

the right of the regiment and opened a brisk fire upon the enemy, which
was returned without effect. While the attention of the latter was thus
engaged my own line advanced quickly and poured in a \olley, at which
the enemy fled in confusion, some of them across an open field exposed
to our fire.

Subsequently my regiment was directed to support the Ninety-
sixtli New York Volunteers in au advance mpou the bridge, where the
lamented Colonel Gray received a mortal wound. My line was formed,
immediately on our arrival at the bridge, along the bank of the river
with the left resting at the bridge, which was being swept by grape and
canister together with musketry from the opposite bank. A hot fire

from both sides continued for twenty minutes. After the enemy's guns
had been silenced and their forces dispersed, men from Captain Jeiiney's
battery, the Ninth New Jersey Volunteers, and my own regiment extin-
guished the flames of the burning bridge. The Ninth New Jersey Vol-
unteers then crossed over closely followed by the Seventeenth Massa-
chusetts, which latter regiment had just at that moment arrived and
had not participated in the capture of the bridge. Immediately after
the latter regiment followed my own, which thus had the honor of be-
ing the first of General Wessells' brigade which gained the opposite
bank.
We captured between 20 and 30 i^risoners, besides a quantity of small-

arms.
I take pleasure in adding that both officers and men, without an ex-

ception, displayed much bravery and coolness.
I am, very respectfully and truly, your obedient servant,

A. J. WELLMAN,
Lieut. Col., Gomdg. Eighty fifth New Yorlc Vols.

Capt. Andrew Stewart,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Wessells' Brigade,
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N.o. 37.

Report of Col. Lncis G. Hunt, Ninety-second New Yorlc Infantry, of en-

gagement at Kinston, December 14.

Hdqrs. jninety-second New Youk Voluntkeks,
December 21, 1862.

Captain : I have the bouor to report that my regiiiieut took part ia
the battle of Kinston, on tlie 14tb instant, as follows

:

I was ordered by General Wessells to relieve the Ninth NeW Jersey,
which had for some time been engaged and their auimunitiou reported
as riinuing low. I found them iu a heavily-wooded swamp, passed
their line of battle, and deployed the regiment as skirmishers. This
was done under a heavy fire from the enemy, which, fortunately, passed
overhead for the most part on account of the i)ecuiiar conformation of
the ground and the usual tendency to overfire, but rained down the
leaves and branches ui)on us. The swamj) with its thick undergrowth
was next to impassable, but the men floundered through the bogholes,
sometimes up to their middle, delivering their fire as they advanced.
The point upon which we were operating seemed to be occupied by the

enemy in large force, and 1 moved three companies from the right flank

toward the right and fi'ont, hoping to find higher ground from which
I might make a diversion in support of the main body. I aceompanied
them, wishing to ascertain the nature of the ground toward the right

and whether other troops were assisting in the attack. I found higher

and more open ground but uo assisting forces. I then sent my adju-

tant. Lieutenant Ward, to General Wessells asking for re-enforcements.

Iteturning to the main body I found it had moved off toward the left

flank and had charged upon a body of the enemy near the junction of

the roads, but was received with such a volley as compelled it to fall

back. I then formed my men for another charge upon the enemy di-

rectly in front, hoping to gain a ditch near the fence which we might

hold until re-euforced. I directed my men to run up in line without

firing, which the enemy no sooner perceived than they poured in a

volley which indicated a force of five times our number, but which, as

before, passed mainly overhead.

My men were now completely exhausted with their two hours' work

in the swamp. We had tried to get a foothold to the front and on both

flanks' but had failed for want of numbers. The enemy were reported

to me by several as passing our right flank, and I judged it best to draw

back to the higher ground iu our rear where I knew the One hundred

and third Pennsylvania to have been posted. 3ere I received through

yourself authority from General Wessells to direct the movements of the

several regiments in the neighborhood. Having had the opportunity ot

gettin"- a good knowledge of the position and its requirements, I directed

Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell, whose regiment (the One hundred and third

Pennsylvania) was nearly twice as strong as mine, to advance through

the swamp directly to the front, occupy the ditch, and, if possible, pass

on beyond the fence. The men were fresh and went forward gallantly

to the task before them, which Ilightened as much as possible by send-

ing forward the Eightv-fifth Pennsylvania, Colonel Howell, lymgin the

wood near bv, and pointed out the direction of attack. I presumed that

my adjutant had returned to the right flank with the re-enforcements I

had sent him for, and so, while my men were resting in support of a sec-

tion of Morrison's battery and on the ground previously occupied by the
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One hundred and third, I sent forward four of my officers in different

directions toward the front with General Wessells' orders that every
regiment should press forward. They fulfilled their mission to my en-

tire satisfaction, contributing, I have every reason to believe, to the
flight of the enemy which soon after took place.

Mt officers behaved most creditably, with one exception, of which a
special report will be made, and the regiment, as a whole, sustained

the reputation which it earned at the Seven Pines as a part of Casey's
division. This is paying as high a compliment as the regiment could
desire.

Of the officers whom I happened to notice I would mention Lieuten-

ant-Colonel Anderson, Adjutant Ward, Captain Cleary, and Lieutenant
Cole for their coolness and gallantry. Captains Bice, Miller, and Merri-
man, and Lieutenant Babcock are highly spoken of. Sergeant Ball, of

Company — , was especially active and zealous, and deserves promo-
tion. Sergeant O'Neil and Private Pierce, of Company E; Private
Sheridan, of D, and Color-bearer Sergeant Thompson are especially

mentioned by their company commanders. Surgeon Edmeston fol-

lowed tbe regiment iuto the swamp and attended the wounded under
fire, and, for his zeal, energj', and consideration during the whole expe-
dition, deserves the highest praise.

A special report of the casualties, amounting to 3 killed, 10 wounded,
and none missing, is herewith forwarded.*

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. C. HUNT,
GoIotmI, Ninety-second New York Volunteers.

Capt. Andrew Stewart,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Wessells^ Brigade.

No. 28.

Report of Capt. George W. Hinds, Ninety-sixth New Yorh Infantry, of en-

gagement at Kinston, December 14.

HdQES. NlNETT-BlSTH NEW YORK STATE VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near New Berne, N. C, December 21, 1802.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 14th instant, when tlie

brigade engaged the enemy in front of Kinston, N. C, in compliance
with the orders of General Wessells, this regiment, under command of
Col. Charles O. Gray, moved down the road leading to the bridge in

front and filed into the wood and moved by the right flank several
hundred yards to the right of the road, where it was formed into line of
battle and rested lying down, while a company of skirmishers was sent
forward to feel the enemy's position. Finding him in the corner of the
wood to the right in some force we advanced in line of battle under
fire, the Eighty-fifth New York Volunteers being on our left and One
hundred and first Pennsylvania Volunteers as support, charging and
cheering, the enemy retreating. As we advanced wo commenced a
rapid fire, which was discontinued after a few moments, the enemy get-

ting out of range.
Soon receiving an order to advance we moved toward the river, feel-

* Emliodied in revised statement, p. 60,
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ing our way through the strip of wood leading to the road. Arriv-
iug at the road and seeing the enemy crossing the bridge in retreat
we charged rapidly toward it, delivering a rapid fire and receiving a
raking fire from artillery and musketry. Arriving near the bridge our
regiment was cut in two by the Tenth Connecticut crossing our line of
march. Col. Charles O. Gray, with two companies, charged up to the
bridge, arriving, with the regimental colors, first upon the end of the
bridge, where a portion of a rebel regiment was cut off, they throwing
their guns upon the burning timbers and retreating to the left. At
this moment our noble colonel was shot through the breast by a mus-
ket-ball, from which wound he soon died. Had it not been for' this sad
blow our regiment must have been the first to have crossed after the
fleeing enemy.

Respectfully,

GEORGE W. HINDS,
Captain, Gomdg. Ninety-sixth Regiment New York Volunteers.

Capt. Andrew Stewart,
Asst. Adjt. Oen., Third Brigade, Peelers Division.

No. 29.

Beport of Col. Joshua B. Howell, Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Infantry, of
operations December 13-17.

Hdqes. Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers,
Gamp near New Berne, N. C, December 22, 1862.

Captain : I have the honor to report that on December 13 instant,

while on the march on the recent expedition to Kinston. &c., at the
Southwest Creek, when the firing at that place began I was ordered
by the general to take my regiment to the right of the road leading to

the bridge, and on the right of the battery attached to our brigade, to

support the battery.

Soon after I had placed my regiment in the position ordered I was
ordered by the general to send forward two companies as skirmishers,

to examine the wood and sjs^amps as far as the creek, to see if a cross-

ing were practicable and to feel for the enemy. In obedience to the

order I sent forward Companies B and D, under command of Captain
Hooker (Company B), senior captain. Shortly afterward I was ordered

to move the regiment forward and cross the creek if at all practicable,

and attack and drive the enemy if we found them on that side of tbe

road. By felling trees across the creek and with much difficulty and
labor we effected a crossing. We had not only the creek to pass over

but swamps on both sides of it. While crossing the creek we heard

sharp and rapid firing in the advance of us, and on coming out on the

road ascertained that the two companies (B and D), under Captain

Hooker, on their approach to the road from the wood, had come in

contact with a party of the enemy (First Mississippi Light Artillery),

who had a piece planted on the road. They were promptly attacked by
Captain Hooker and driven from their gun—repulsed with a loss of 4

men kiUed.
In the conflict our men received two discharges of grape nnd canister

from the enemy before they were driven from their gnn. The enemy

were driven up the road, and in the earnestness of pursuit it was omit-
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ted, unfortunately, to leave any one in charge of the piece captured.
The Ninth New Jersey, coming up immediately thereafter, took the
piece into their possession, and from this circumstance might have the
entire credit of having captured it awarded to them ; whereas the credit

of the capture belongs to the two companies of my regiment exclusively.
I do not believe, however, that that gallant regiment would claim the
credit to the prejudice of my companies. I wish to state here that the
timely arrival of (Japtain Hooker with the companies and the gallant
achievement in capturing the gun and driving the enemy manifestly
e&ved that brave regiment (the Ninth New Jersey) from being seriously
cut UJ).

I desire, captain, to communicate to the general, in the very highest
terms of commendation and jjraise, the promptness and gallantry man-
ifested by the brave oflicers and enlisted men engaged in that affair;

and I also desire to do the same justice to the other gallant officers and
enlisted men of my regiment for their untiring zeal and indefatigable
indnstry and energetic efforts made and exhibited in effecting the cross
ing of tlie creek, overcoming difficulties that seemed almost insurmount-
able, and also for tlie rapid movement forward (exhausted as they were)
.after the crossing was effected.

On December 14 instant, at the battle of Kinston, I was directed by
tlie general, at the very commencement of the fight, to deploy my regi-
ment in line and move it forward through the woods and swampswhicli
lay on the left of the road leading to Kinston. That order was promptly
obeyed—as promptly as the almost impassable character of the ground
admitted of. After getting through we came to the open field on the
left of the road, on the line with the fire of the enemy and in advance ot
the fire from our side. We met with some of the enemy in our passage.
I sent my adjutant back to inform the general of our position (having
received an order to halt), and to ask for further orders. The adjutant
returne<l witli orders to return to the road and there support the bat-
tery which was under the command of Captain Morrison, which order
was obeyed. I found, however, a part of the left wing of the One hnn-
<lre(l and tliird Pennsylvania Volunteers directly in front of us. Our
]iOsition was on the left of the battery and left of the road.

Shortly afterward, in obedience to an order of Lieutenant Beegle,
aide to the general, I moved my regiment, deployed in line of battle,
forward, preceded by a part of the left wing of the One hundred and
third Pennsylvania Volunteers. On coming out of the wood and swamp
we came to an o]>en field in front of us, and there we received sharp,
rapid, and continuous fire from the enemy. I should think we were
under fire there for an hour. Wo returned their fire as rapidly. The
firing on our part was splendidly done. We then moved rapidly for-
ward across the field, driving the enemy from tlie wood in front of us
and from the church. We passed through the wood to a large open
field lying between the wood and the river.

Tlie fire of the enemy during this time was very heavy, but the gal-
lant oflicers and enlisted men of my regiment and of tliat part of the
One hundred and third Pennsylvania Volunteers whicli was with us
dashed forward, with a shout and with cheers, through the fire without
flinching. When about midway over tlie field 1 discovered, by ascend-
ing a shght elevation which we were apiiroaching, that my own regi-
ment and the One hundred and third would be cut to pieces by pursu-
ing that line, and that J could accomplish as much by moving to the
right, which 1 did. We succeeded, as I have before stated, in driving
the enemy from our front and from their position in the church.
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It gives me tlie greatest pleasure to refer the general to the gallant

conduct of my officers and enlisted men in this engagement and to be
able to speak in the very highest terms of their coolness, firmness, and
courage during the whole time of the fight.

In the engagement at White Hall and at the railroad bridge my
regiment was under the eye of the general, and, although not actually

engaged in the firing, it was in line of battle and within reach of the
enemy's fire, and behaved with coolness and firmness, and ready and
desirous to be led into the fights.

For the good conduct and soldierly bearing of my regiment on the

march, going and returning, we have already received the commenda-
tion of our general ; that, with the consciousness that we deserve it, is

our highest reward. There was no straggling from my regiment of any
account, and from all disgraceful acts and scenes done and perpetrated

on that march their skirts are free.

A list of the casualties has already been furnished you.*

I have the honor to be, captain, respectfully, vour obedient servant,

JOSHUA B. HOWELL,
Colonel Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers.

Capt. Andrew Stewaet,
Assistant Adjutant- General, 'WesselW Brigade.

No. 30.

Report ofMaj. Alexander W. Taylor, One hundred and first Pennsylvania

Infantry, of engagement at Kinston, December 14.

Hdqes. 101st Pennsylvania Volunteers,
Wew Berne, N. G., December 24, 1862.

Captain : As commander of the One hundred and first Regiment

Pennsylvania Volunteers during the engagement near Kinston, on Sun-

day, the 14th instant, I have the honor to submit the following as ray

When the firing commenced in the morning, by order of the general

the One hundred and first Eegiment was drawn up in line of battle on

the ri"-ht of the road near the wood. We remained in this position

until ordered by the general forward and to the right of the road in rear

of the Ninety-sixth New York.

Soon after, by order of Colonel Heckman, we were moved forward

and to the leift to the support of a battery of the Third New York Artil-

lery. We remained with this battery until the close of the engage-

During the entire engagement the conduct of the regiment was all

that could have been desired.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A - W . J-io- x LiO xiij

Major One hundred and first Pennsylvania Volunteers.

Capt. Andrew Stewart,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

'Embodied in revised statement, p. 60.
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No. 31.

Report of Lieut. Gol. Wilson C. Maxwell, One hundred and third Penn
sylvania Infantry, of engagement at Kinston, December 14.

Hdqes. 103d Regiment Pennsylvania Yoluntbees,
Gamp near New Berne, iV. C, December 26, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to report the action of the One hnudred and

third Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers in the engagement at Kinston:

Sunday, December 14, at 9.40 a. m., I was ordered to move my regi-

ment forward as a support to one section of Morrison's battery, having

the right wing rest on the right and the left wing on the left of said

section, with orders to direct our movement with the battery. After

advancing gradually for over 50 rods with said battery we halted, when
the Ninety-second New York Volunteers moved past us and filed off in

front of the right wing of the One hundred and third. After remaining

not more than one hour in advance they fell back across the right wing
and reformed their line in our rear.

At this time Captain Stewart, assistant adjutant-general, came up and
ordered me to move my regiment forward in advance of the battery.

We moved forward through a swamp of thick undergrowth and water

from 1 to 2 feet deep and about 20 rods wide. Immediately after cross-

ing said swamp we received a volley of musketry from the enemy's line,

which we then learned was but a few rods in our advance. We de-

livered a volley, lay down under cover of a small knoll, reloaded and
fixed bayonets, rose, delivered another volley, and charged up over the

bank. At this time an order from the Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania, which
was moving up in rear of the left wing, demanded us to cease firing, as

we were firing into our own men.
The enemy's fire in front of our left was lmmediat<ijy directed on our

right, making, in connection with the fire from the strong line in front,

a heavy cross-fire ; also we were in danger of a fire in the rear from
the Forty-fifth Massachusetts, whose line was immediately in rear of

our right wing. Under this combined fire I gave the order to lie down,
and from this position we again rose, charged after the enemy some 20
rods, when their fire was completely silenced. We were then ordered
to halt and await the arrival of the battery. During this time the
Ninety-sixth New York moved by the flank from our right and reached
the bridge. From the time we first formed our line as a support to the
battery until we reached the bridge was from 9.40 a. m. to 2 p. m. Our
loss during this time out of 430 actually engaged was 14 killed and 58
wounded, some of the latter mortally. During the whole of this time
all of the ofiicers and men of the regiment behaved in an exemplary
manner, showing entire coolness. I will mention that when we made
our first charge the Tenth Connecticut overlapped our extreme right

two companies ; from the second charge we moved past their line, pass-

ing their left.

Accompanying this you will find a complete list of the killed and
wounded, made from the surgeon's report.*

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

^ W. 0. MAXWELL,
Dieutenant-Oolonel, Gomdg. One hundred and third Pa. Vols.

Capt. Andrew Stewart,
Asst. Adjt. Oen., Third Brigade, PecVs Division.

' See revised statement, p. 60.
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l^.' 32.

Report of Lieut. Col. Sorace A. Manchester, First New Torlc Marine Ar-
tillery, of naval operations on the Neuse River, December 12-15.

HEADQT7AETEB.S MAHINE AkTILLERY,
New Berne, N. C, December 16, 1862.

Sir: In accordance with your instructions on the 12th instant, iifter

waiting until 4 p. m. at Willis' Jjanding and learning that your boats
could not reach me for want of water, I proceeded on board the steanier
Allison, accompanied by the steamers Ocean Wave, Port Eoyal, Wil-
sou, and North State, to ascend the Neuse Eiver on a reconiiaissiuici'
toward Kinston. At dusk I anchored in the neighborliood of Leo's
Liindiug, about 20 miles from New Berne by the river, making all dis-

])ositioii8 for defense in case of attack.
At daylight on the 13th got under way, and, with much difficulty

and labor, worked our way up to within 2 miles of Kinston, meeting
with but slight opposition from the gnerrillas on shore, by whose fire

1 man of the Allison crew was seriously wounded. About 2 miles
from Kinston, upon a turn in the river, we suddenly found our boats in
face of a 10-gnn battery, and penned up within the banks of the river,

about 100 feet wide. I immediately ordered the Pore Eoyal, Octam
Wave, and Wilson to retire, the North State not having arrived, and
interposed the Allison between the battery, which had opened fire, and
the boats. The boats had to be backed down, as the river would not
admit their turning, and it occupied twenty or thirty minutes. We
replied to the enemy's fire with one Parrott gun, the first tire being
within canister range. These shells were exploded within tlie batteries

with apparent efiect, as the enemy ceased their fire lor some time after.

It was sunset when the firing commenced, and it became dark so soon
that I was scarcely able to get the boats under the protection of tlie

trees before we were left to grope in total darkness. Tlie enemy's shell

exploded over and around us with but little damage. The Allison re

ceivetl three shots, one taking off the tip of the pilot-house ; the next
pnssiTig through the roof and through the smoke-stack, and the third

cutting away some fender and light work. Our boats were moved in

double line, hay, beef, bread, &c., being packed along the^sides. The
guns were put into batterj' on the decks and bags of oats spread over

the decks. In this position we awaited until morning in 'expectation

of the enemy's appearance. Several attempts were made to reconuoiter

our position in the early evening, which were promptly defeated by the

sentinel's fire. A reconnaissance was made on theirs by Lieutenant

Doane, but little information gained.

Soon after taking up our position for the night we heard heavy firing

a few miles to the westward of us, which continued about an hour.

At daylight in the morning, upon examination, I found the largest

boat on the bottom, and that the water had fallen during the night o\'cr

V.) inches. 1 immediately ordered a lighter boat to hitch on to the Ocean
Wave and drag her off and then drop down the river to deeper wiiter.

This was a slow operation, as we had to go stern foremost, and our

boats often grounded. The forenoon was consumed in getting 5 miles.

Ilerc, we found the North Stat*, and learned that a force of the enemy
was about 3 miles below to dispute our passage down. We winded all

our boats but the Ocean Wave and droi)ped down 2 miles farther when
we succeeded in turning her. The NortJi State was sent forward to find

the enemy's x>osition, the others following to shell them out. About a
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mile from an old dam, oa a turn where the water was swift, we found

the first ijarty, who fled after one of their number had been tumbled into

tbe river by a shot. Occasional firing was kept up by the enemy for 5

miles, wheii we came upon a party lodged behind a log house. They
stood but one fire from our Parrotts and ran, leaving, as we learned,

several of their number killed and wounded. Here we learned from a
contraband that a party of 70 had crossed early that morning to obstruct

tlie river at Oldfield Bank Landing, and that, by the addition of others,

we might expect to meet 140 men there.. We proceeded at once to the

])lace, the enemy keeping up an occasional shot at us. Here we found
them in possession of both sides of the river, and occupying the turn so

as to fire into the stern of our boats. They opened on the Ocean Wave
with a volley which was returned with interest, and the other boats,

seeing their position for the fire, opened with grape and canister with
such cfiect that the last boat coming up could find no one to fire at. The
boats, after a brief delay, passed on to Street's Ferry, where, meetiug
the boats of the navy, reported to you.

In the last flglit Edwin J. Perkins, of Marine Artillery, was killed, and
another of that regiment and a member of the Signal Corps were seri-

ously wounded.
Our loss was 1 killed and 3 severely and several slightly wounded.

Of tbe enemy, 1 was shot from the bridge and fell into the water, and 2
were blown to pieces on the bank. At the log house 30 men are said to
have been in it when two 30-pounder Parrotts, loaded with canister, were
fired tlirougl) it at a distance of 200 feet, and at the Oldfield Bank the
fire of tlie Ocean Wave, North State, and Port Eoyal was direct and
within 400 feet of the enen)y.

The Ocean Wave and Allison are somewhat disabled, both by shot and
contact with trees; the North State has lost her rudder. The other
boats are in good order for use.

Eespectfullv,

H. A. MANCHESTER,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Marine Artillery.

Commander A. Murray, V. S. Navy.

No. 33. •

Reports o/Maj. Gen. Gnstavm W. Smith, C. 8. Army, commanding Depart-
ment of North Carolina and Southern Virginia, of operations December
1.3-18'.

Petersburg, Va., December 13, 1802.

The force at Suffolk is believed to be still strong and threatening.
Evans has been fighting all day in advance of Kinstou, principally ar-

tillery. We were retiring slowly, and at night the enemy were near
the bridge at Kinston. Evans calls for re-enforcements. One regi-
ment started from here at 8 o'clock and one more will start at (i o'clock
in the morning from this place and one from the Blackwater. I will

I>robablj' not leave this place before;, to-morrow afternoon. Is there
anything from Fredericksburg?

G. W. SMITH,
Major-General.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War.
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GOLDSBOEOTJGH, N. C, December 15, 1862.

I arrived here at 3 p. m. The telegraph with General Evaus is cut
off. By latest information he was at Falling Creek, C miles this side of
Kinston. Enemy now estimated at 30,000, and scouts report re-enforce-
ments constantly arriving from New Berne. Governor Vance is here.
He tells me that all accounts agree in stating that our troops behaved
admirably in the engagement of yesterday.

G. W. SMITH,
Major- General.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War.

Weldon, K C, December IS, 1862.

Yonr telegram is received.* I have ordered three regiments of
Daniel's brigade, the three Mississippi regiments and two batteries from
Richmond, one regiment from Petersburg, and one from the Blackwater
and batteries to be sent as soon as possible to Goldsborough. Please
ask the Quartermaster-General to do everything in his power to expe-
dite their transportation. Evans retired this side the river about dark
and burned the bridge. General Beauregard will send 5,000 infantry
and three batteries.

G. W. SMITH,
Major-General.

Hon. James A. Seddon.

[Indorsement.J

Preparation has been made to send forward all the troops referred to
in this dispatch as soon as they can be ready today. The three regi-

ments of Daniel's brigade will march to Petersburg with the batteries
and take rail from there. The Mississippi regiments will go by rail all

the way ; start at 12 m.
Respectfully,

A. C. MYERS,
Quarterm aster- General.

Goldsborough, N. C, December 16, 1862.

My Deae Sie: Tour letter of Sunday reached me at this place last

night. I received your telegram of Sunday night at Weldon, and from
that place by telegraph ordered troops forward to thi's point—one regi

ment of infantry from the Blackwater, one from Petersburg, and six from
Richmond, with three batteries bf artillery, leaving on the Blackwater
two regiments of infantry, two of cavalry, and several battiaies; one
regiment at Petersburg, a small guard at Weldon, and a guard at the

battery at the obstructions in the Roanoke near Hamilton. I arrived

here after 3 p. m. yesterday, and sent you by telegraph a stiitemiint of

the condition of affairs. At 12 o'clock midnight it was reported tliat

the enemy were ])assing up the river on the south side toward Dudley
Station or this place. General Evans appealed strongly for cavalry,

reporting that he had but one company. I had none, nor troops of any
kind. I improvised, with the assistance of the Governor, who is here,

* See Confederate correspondence. Communication from Seddon to Smith, dated
December 14, 1862, post.
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the best means we could for obtaining information from the south side

of the river. There were no troops there whatever, the battalion pick-

eting on that side below Kinston having been enveloped by the enemy.
General French arrived about 7 o'clock this morning with one regiment
from Petersburg, and has gone down to Bear Creek, about 13 miles, to

join General Evans. During the night, not knowiug when the troops

from Petersburg might be expected to get here, I had ordered General
Evans to send one regiment to a bridge 6 miles below here and one to

this place to guard the railroad bridge and common-road bridge near
the city. We can get nothing through the telegraph from Wilmington.
Heavy firing is now heard distinctly upon the river below, supposed to

be ;it White Hall Bridge, 15 miles below, or i^erhaps near the Six Mile
Bridge. There is, as usual, great delay and diflBculty in the railroad

Transportation. I hope soon to obtain information of the enemy's move-
njeiits, and on the arrival of the troops from Richmond will endeavor to
strike au eflective bloxr. Banks' fleet is reported by General Whiting
lis certainly at Beaufort, but It is not known whether or not they have
landed. They are within ten or twelve hours' sail of him. Troops from
General Beauregard were to have arrived in Wilmington this morning
early, but I have heard nothing from there to-day. We have no cav-
alry, no transportation, and are laboring under some other difftculties.

My staff is not here. I am much pressed for time, and write in great
haste. The troops are in good heart. I shall do my best to give a good
account of the enemy.

Very respectfully and truly, yours,

G. W. SMITH,
Mcyor- General.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War.

P. S.—A good many of Evans' troops were cut off and are now coming
straggling in across the river. The heavy guns in the battery at the
obstructions below Kinston had to be abandoned when General Evans
fell back. They had previously beaten back the gunboats. The 200
men composing the garrison, with the field battery, retired toward the
north and arrived here with their pieces last night. General Evans has
not furnished me with an estimate of his losses.

GoLDSBOEOUGH, N. 0., December 16, 1862.

The enemy made this morning a serious attack at White Hall Bridge,
*on the right and r(5ar of our position, this side of Kinston. At 2 p. m.
a cavalry force, estimated at 500 or more, burned a turpentine stem at
Mount Olive, at the railroad, 14 miles from here; injured the track and
cut the telegraph poles. Extent of injury not known.

Later.—The enemy have been driven back from White Hall Bridge

;

his loss very severe, ours not so. They have abandoned Kinston. The
bridges below here are burned.- We are sadly in want of cavalry. None
of the troops from Richmond haA'e arrived.

G. W. SMITH.
Hon. James A. Seddon.

GOLDSEOEOTJGH, N. C, December 18, 1862.

The enemy yesterday made a sudden movement in large force upon
the two bridges near this iJlace, drove back our pickets, and succeeded
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in burning the railroad bridge. Several brigades were afterward passed
over the county bridge. They attacked and drove the enemy back and
saved the county bridge. The enemy were in verv large numbers;
tbeir second position was a very strong one ; night was at hand: only
a portion of the troops from Eichmond had arrived ; none of the artil-
lery and none of the cavalry from either Eichmond or Petersburg. I
did not consider it advisable to attack them again. The enemy retired
during the night. The few mounted we have (about 60) have been sent
out to ascertain their position and probable intentions. It was sup-
posed that the whole force of the enemy was present. The force was cer-
tainly over 15,000. Without cavalry it is almost impossible to obtain
accurate or prompt information of the enemy's movements or num-
bers. They are burning mills and houses and devastating the country
in every direction. We have not transportation sufficient even for
ammunition. I shall move as soon as possible.

G. W. SMITH,
Major- General.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War.

flEADQaAETERS,
Goldsborov^h, N. C, December 29, 1862.

GENEEAi: I have the honor to inclose copies of the reports of Briga-
dier-Generals Evans, Eobertson, and Clingman, giving an account of
the various affairs with the enemy in this vicinity in their recent bridge-
burning and pillaging expedition from New Berne.

Brigadier-General Evans, with 2,000 men, held them in check at South-
west Creek, beyond Kinston, on the 13th, and on the 14th delayed their
advance for some time and. succeeded in withdrawing his force with
small loss to the left bank of the Neuse Eiver at Kinston. He held
them at bay until the 16th, when they advanced on the opposite side of
the river and made an attack at'White Hall Bridge, about 18 miles be-

low Goldsborough, in which they were driven back by General Eobert-
son with severe loss. Small re-enforcements arrived from Petersburg
and Wilmington on the 15th, one regiment of which was placed in posi-

tion to cover the railroad bridge over the Neuse, near this place. A bat-

talion of artillery, which had made a successful retreat from the works
at the obstructions below Kinston after the enemy occupied the latter

point in force, was stationed on this side of the river at the railroad

bridge, and about half a mile above at the county bridge. On the 16th

a regiment arrived from Wilmington and one from Petersburg, both of

which were sent to the right bank of the river and placed under Gen-
eral Olingman's command to protect the two bridges.

On the morning of the 17th, having no cavalry and being unable to

obtain information by other means. I directed Lieutenant-Colonel Ste-

vens, of the Engineers, with two brigades and five pieces of artillery, to

make a reconnaissacce for the purpose of ascertaining the position and
numbers of the enemy. General Evans' brigade had then reached Golds-

borough by rail, and, remaining on board, only awaited the clearing of

the track and watering of the engines to move by rail to the position

already occupied by General Clingman with his three regiments, about

1^- miles beyond the railroad bridge. The ca])acity of the water-tanks

being inadequate for the amount of transportation accumulated here at

that time, the cars were delayed until after 12 o'clock for want of watei-,

pending which the enemy appeared in force before General Clingman's
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three regiments and he withdrew across the county bridge to this side

of the river. The artillery of the enemy was playing upon the railroad

bridge, and Evans' brigade had at last- to move forward by the county
load and cross, if at all, the bridge half a mile above the railroad.

About 2 o'clock in the afternoon one bold and daring incendiary suc-

ceeded in reaching the bridge, and covered by the wire wall of the abut-

ment, lighted a flame which soon destroyed the superstructure, leaving

the masonry abutments and pier intact. At that time re-enforcements
which I had ordered from Eichmond were hourly expected. It was very
important tor us now to save the county bridge, the only means remaiu-
iug of crossing the river iu this vicinity. Evans' and Clingman's bri-

gades were ordered to cross, supported by Pettigrew's brigade, and the
Mississi^jpi brigade, just coming iu, was ordered to move forward at

once.

Tlio enemy were driven back from their position on the line of the rail-

road, baton account of the lateness of the hour, the nature of the ground,
and the fact that our artillery, cavalry, and a large portion of the re-

enforcemeuts had not vet arrived, it was not advisable to attack their

strong second position that e\'ening. During the night the enemy made
a hurried retreat to their fortifications and gunboats, moving with such
celerity that it was useless to attempt pursuit Avith any other arm than
cavalry, of which at that time, unfortunately, we had none. I passed
over the railroad from the Neuse Bridge to Wilmington on the 24th and
returned last night. The bridge is fast being repaired. At ])resent we
are subjected to the temporary inconvenience of transshipment across
the county bridge, but in a very few days this will be remedied and
everything restored to the former condition.

I regret that this grand army of invasion did not remain in the in-

terior long enough for us to get at them. As it is, they burned the
superstructure of two bridges, which cost originally less than $10,000
and can be replaced at once, and have utterly failed to attempt to take
advantage of the temporary and partial interruption of our railroad line
for the purpose of striking a decisive blow at any important point before
we could thoroughly re-establish our communications with it.

I beg leave to call your attention to the reports of Lieut. Col. [W. H.]
Stevens, C. S. Engineers, and of Lieutenant-Colonel Pool, as well as to
those of the three brigadier-generals previously named.
Our loss is reported at 71 killed and 268 wounded, and about 400 miss-

ing. Most of the latter were taken prisoners at Kinston Bridge, and
have since been returned paroled.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. W. SMITH,

Major- General, Commanding.
General S. Coopee,

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.

No. 34.

Eeport of Lieut. Col. Walter H. Stevens, G. S. Engineers, of operations
December 16-17.

Hbadquaetees,
Goldsborough, N. C., December 19, 1862.

Geneeax, : I have the honor to submit the following report:
On the morning of Tuesday, the 16th instant, by your direction, I

posted Lieutenant-Colonel Pool's battalion of North Carolina Troops
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(armed as infantry) at the railroad and county bridges over the Neuse
near this place. Two pieces of artillery were placed commanding
the railroad bridge, one at the county bridge, and two a short dis-
tance ni the rear, enfilading a portion of the right bank of the river
which flanked the position immediately at the bridge. These disposi-
tions were completed at 7 a. m. About 10 a. in. I started with Colonel
Cunningham without an escort to reconnoiter the right bank of the
river from Dudley toward White Hall, having been led to believe that
the enemy were or might be marching in that direction with a view of
cutting the railroad. On arriving at Dudley, hearing nothing of the
enemy, in company with Colonel Collier, of the county militia, I pro-
ceeded 4 or 5 miles on the road to White Hall, seeing nothing of the
enemy. 1 soon saw a large smoke in the direction of Mount Olive. I
rode immediately to Dudley and found a train of cars that started for
Wilmington had turned back, finding the road was burned at Mount
Oh ve. L took the train to this place to report to you the cutting of the
road. On the way to Goldsborough I passed General Clingman's com-
mand on the roadside, near where the county road crosses the railroad.

Early the next morning I was directed to make an armed reconnais-
sance of the enemy with Generals Evans' and Clingman's commands.
My instructions were to find the enemy, to sweep the county, guarding
the flanks well, and if engaging the enemy the command should be so
pressed as to fall back before being re-enforced, to fall back fighting
and cross at the county bridge ; or if pressed too closely to try that, to
continue up the river, crossing higher up. A first-rate guide was fur-
nished me.
General Clingman's command being on the road to Dudley, I informed

General Evans that his command ought to go to Dudley by rail as soon
as they could be embarked. As soon as the troops were fairly aboard
I started with Captain Reinhart and a part of his cavalry company for
Dudley. On reaching the county bridge I heard a few cannon-shot east
of the railroad. On crossing the bridge I found a portion of General
Clingman's command. Colonel Shaw commanding. I was informed by
Colonel Shaw that the enemy were advancing in two columns, one by
the railroad, the other by the White Hall road, and that one regiment
(Colonel Marshall's) was posted at the railroad bridge on the right bant.
General Clingman then came upon the ground and I recommended him
to form his command with two pieces of artillery obliquely across the
county road, covering the head of the bridge. I then proceeded to the
front and right on the county road to a point where the road turns to

cross the railroad on the way to Dudley. A steady fire of artillery was
kept up by the enemy at the railroad bridge. I soon saw one regiment
of the enemy get on the railroad track, soon another, and finally four in

all ; these, with four or six pieces of artillery, were all the troops I could
see. They marched deliberately toward the railroad bridge, then dou-
ble-quicked for a few instants, and finally disappeared from my view
either in the woods or behind the railroad embankment. Immediately
a sharp fire of musketry ensued. This very quickly ceased. I rode back
to the county bridge and found General Clingman's command falling

back, one regiment double-quicking on the road from the railroad bridge

to the county bridge. I then met General Clingman, who said his men
would not stay at the railroad bridge, and asked me if I thought he had
better cross the bridge. I thought if the men would not stand they had
better cross, and told him so.

Lieutenant Fuller, of Starr's battery, placed his guns in position with

coolness and judgment, and worked them some moments with ability,



112 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Chap. :SXX.

only ceasing bis Are when all of liis coinmaiul, save his supijort, were
over the bridge. Captain Keinhart's cavalry were c(j<j1 and staid by me
until ordered over the bridge.

The command with the artillery were posted then ui)on tbe lelt bank.
I then joined General Evans, who was near the bridge, and in a lew sec-

onds discovered the railroad bridge on fire- At his request 1 iinniedi-

ately reported the fact to you. A short time after seeing you 1 accom-
panied you to the field. Oliugman had recrossed and was on the right
near the railroad. As I crossed in your company, Evans' command were
crossing. He was starting a regiment in toward the railroad bridge
when we crossed. I then accompanied you to the extreme right to

Clingman's position, from whence J had informed you you could see the
whole field. While with General Oliugman a ])ortion of his command
had charged the enemy and rejoined his line while we were in comjjany
with him. Clingman's whole line tlieu advanced, upon which we crossefl
to the left (General Evans' position). U])on reaching General Evans
we found our whole line up to the railroad embankn)ent. It was then
dark and the firing had ceased. Tlie large number of the enemy,
strongly posted, with numerous artillery, the darkness and extreme
coldness of the night, induced me to give my oi)inion in the council in
favor of withdrawing to the right bank of the river, which was effected
deliberately before midnight.

I have the honor to inclose the report of Colonel Pool.
Eespectfully submitted.

W. H. STEVENS,
Lieutenant- Colonel of Engineers.

Maj. Gen. Gtjstavtjs W. Smith.

No. 35.

Reports of Brig. Gen. N'athan G. Uvans, C. 8. Army, eommanding Brigade,
of operations December I'd-!!

.

KiNSTON, N. C, December 14, 1862.
General Foster attacked Kinston yesterday with 1.5,000 meu and nine

gunboats. I fought him ten hours. Have driven back his gunboats.
His army is still in my front. I have only four regiments, and will await
his attack this mornuag. I think I can hold my position.

K G. EVANS,
^ ^ Brigadier-General.

. General S. Cooper.

Headquarters Evans' Brigade,
Iflear Goldsborough, N. G., December 20, 1862.

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the action
of the troops under my command in the recent engagements near Kins-
ton, AVhite Hall, and at the railroad bridge near this place:
On Saturday, the 13th instant, the enemy approached Kinston in con-

siderable force and attacked the line of our forces under the immediate
command of Col. James D. Eadclifie, North Carolina Troops, who had
taken position on the west side of Southwest Creek. At 10 o'clock 1
arrived on the ground and assumed command, and ordered Colonel liad-
clifle to take command of the left wing at the crossing of the upper Trent
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road. The euemy theu was attacked at Hines' Mill while he attempted
to cross the creek. After a sharp eugagenieut of an hour I fell back to-
ward the ISTeuse Eiver, keeping line of battle aud arresting his approach
about li miles from Kinston Bridge. He then attacked in considerable
force, but retired after an engagement of ten hours. 1 rested on my arms
that night in this position, the euemy ceasing tire after nightfall.
On the morning of the 14th (Sunday), being informed by Colonel Itad-

cliiie that the enemy was approaching his position, I directed bim to open
tire while I would attack his left. 1 ordered an immediate advance, and
soon became engaged with my whole line with the enemy in heavy force-
supposed to be about 20,000. The action lasted three hours, when, as-
certaining his greatly-superior force, I retired with my command across
the Neuse Bridge, when the enemy pursued with heavy fire, stormed the
bridge, and drove me back to the town of Kinston, capturing about 400,
including no [number off] sick prisoners. Reforming my line, with the
additional re-enforcements of Col. [S. H.] Eogers' Forty-seventh Eegi-
meut ISTorth Carolina Troops, in a commanding position in rear of the
town, I again awaited the attack. About 3 p. m. Major-General Foster
sent his stafl' officer (Colonel Potter) to summon me to surrender, which 1

promptly declined. In an hour he commenced shelling the town, but
hesitated to renew his direct attack. Taking advantage of my position, I

retired in column to Falling Creek, where the major-general commanding
had forwarded me additional re-enforcements. At this point (a very
strong position) 1 encami)cd for the night. Hearing early next morning
that the enemy had recrossed the river and was advancing on White Hall
in my rear, 1 immediately dispatched one regiment (the Eleventh North
Carolina Troops, Col. [C] Leventhorpe) and GOO dismounted cavalry, the
whole under the command of Brig. Gen. B. H. Kobertson, to proceed in

haste and dispute his crossing at White Hall, while I would attack his

rear toward Kinston. The report of Brigadier-General Robertson is

herewith inclosed, marked A.* 1 here sent Colonel Rogers to march on

Kinston, and held my other forces in readiness to move in either direc-

tion. Finding the enemy had retired across the river and burned the

biidge, I ordered my whole command to Mosely Hall, a position where
1 could support General Robertson. At this point I met Major-General

French, commanding department, who immediately assumed command
iind timely re-enforced Brigadier-General Robertson. My force eugafted

at Kinston consisted of the Seventeenth, Twenty-second, Twenty-third,

and Holcombe Legion South Carolina Volunteers; Colonel Radcliffe's

Colonel Pool, cojnmanding North Carolina heavy artillery, commanded
the intrenchments at the obstructions below Kinston and attacked the

gunboats and held them in check while I regained my position in rear

of the town. My whole force amounted to 2,014.

Fr()U] Mosely Hall (after the repulse of the enemy at White Hall) 1

was directed by the major-general commanding the department to rejtorr,

to Goldsborough. On my arrival with my command was ordered by My j.

Gen. G. W. Smith to assume command of Brig. Gen. T. L. Clingman's

brigade and make an armed reconnaissance of the euemy approaching

the railroad bridge. I immediately ordered General Clinguian to ad

vauce his brigade over the river by the county bridge and engage him;

that 1 would support his left. On arriving beyond the bridge about a

* See report No. 39.

8 u E—VOL xmi
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mile Geuural Clingman became engaged with the enemy in heavy force.

1 directed Evans' brigade to advance to his support. On reaching the

raihoad I found the enemy drawn up in lino of battle marching up to

the railroad. I then directed my brigade to cross the railroad and en-

gage the enemy, which was done in a spirited manner. I also herewith

inclose General Glingman's report, together with a list of killed and
wounded.

In conclusion I would call the attention of the major-general com-
manding to the gallant conduct and admirable judgment of Colonel

Itadclifte, who had disposed his troops to dispute every advance of the

enemy, and regret to add that, holding his position to the last of the

fight, he was taken prisoner, but readily iiaroled. The following officers

were observed by myself as conspicuous in the battles of Saturday and
Sunday: Col. P. Mallett, North Carolina Troops ; Capt. [M. G.] Zeigler,

Holcombe Legion; Adjt. W. P. Du Bose, wounded while leading his

regiment ; Capt. [S. A.] Uurham, [Company 11], Twenty-third South
Carolina Volunteers, wounded severely leading his regiment in action

at the railroad.

To the ])romptness of General Clingman in obeying my orders I am
particularly indebted for there])ulse at the railroad uciirGoldsborougli.
To my personal staff (Capt. A. L. Evans and First Lieut. Samuel J.

Corrie, aide-de-camp) 1 am nuich indebted, both for the intrepidity
and alacrity with Avhich they obeyed my orders, both often leading
troops in action. I recojninend both to the especial attention oi' the
major-general commanding. Col. John A. Laker, Forty-fourth [Forty-
tirstj North Carolina Troops, deserv^es especial notice ; though suffering
with a slight wound, was very energetic as my assistant through the
engagemeuts of tbe two days.

<Jolonels Eadcliffe and Mallett being paroled prisoners, the reports
of their respective commands will be forwarded as soon as excbanged.
Herewith please find list * of killed and wounded in my brigade. Tlie

lists from the other commands have not been furnished me.
Very resi)ectful]y submitted.

N. G. lOVANS,
Brigndicr- General^ Commanding.

Maj. S. W. Melton,
Afisistant Adjutunl-GcH€r((l, Goldshoroiiifli, N. V.

No. 3G.

Report of Col. Peter Mallett, North Carolina Battalion, of engagement at
Kinaton, Dcccmher 14.

IIeadquauteks Evans' Luigade,
Wilmington, iV. C, March 2(i, 18(i3.

Genehal : I have the honor to forward the report of Col. P. Mallett,
commanding battalion, of the action of his command at the battle of
Kinston, N. C. I forward this report direct, as my report had been sent
in some time since.

Very respectfuUv, your obedient servant,

N. G. EVANS,
Brigadier-General , Commanding.

General S. Coopee,
Adjutant and Inspector General, liichmond, Va.

* Not found.
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[IncloRure.]

Fayettkville, ISr. C, February 20, 1863.

G^ENEBAL : Contineiueiit to my bed for the last two mouths will, I

trust, be apology sufiScient for the delay iu reporting to you the part
taken by my coiumand in the battle near Kinston, on Sunday, Decem-
ber 14, [18G2].

I arrived at Kinston by railroad Sunday morning at 7 o'clock and
immediately reported to and was ordered by you to take position with
my battalion (consisting of 19 officers and 460 men) in the rifle-pits on
the east bank of Neuse Eiver to support a South Carolina battery com-
manding the couQty bridge.

At 8.30 we were in position, and in a few moments musketry tiring

commenced on the left of the line of battle, which was formed on the
west side of the river, and at 9 o'clock the first gun was fired by the
artillery.

At 9.15 I received an order through one of your aides to march at

double-quick across the bridge. Having crossed, I met you on the west
side directing men pouring spirits of turpentine on cotton placed upon
the bridge. You ordered me to take my command tbrough the field on
the right of the White Uall road and engage the enemy. We passed
through the field under a fire of shell ftom the enemy (losing 1 man) to

the distance of a quarter of a mile to a fence on the edge of a swamp,
on the other side of which the enemy appeared to be iu force. Here
we engaged the enemy for some time, but the i)rjucipal point of attack

appeared to be the church known as Harriet's Chapel, on mj' left,

where was stationed a section of Starr's battery, supported by the Sixty-

first Regiment North Carolina Troops, under Colonel Eadclifl'e. At
length the firing upon my part of the line ceased almost entirely.

Being anxious to charge the enemy and drive him back, I sent Lieu-

tenant Little to the section of artillery on my left to ascertain the real

l)Osition of the enemy and of our forces, it being impossible to charge

through the swamp in my front. About the time of Lieutenant Little's

return (without any accurate information) I received by courier a writ-

ten order from you, as follows

:

Colonel: Let me knoTr if the enemy are in your front. If not, join mo at tlie

bridge.

At this time, there being no indication of the enemy in front, I drew

off in good order and returned to the bridge, but to my surprise you

were absent, leaving no order or instructions for me. Observing that

the South Carolina battery commanding the bridge had been removed

and the bridge apparently deserted, I concluded you were waiting for

me on the east' side, and retreating toward Kinston I proceeded across

the bridge. In a few moments after crossing I was met by an officer ol

your staff' with orders to go back. This order I promptly obeyed,

marching again at a double-quicl:; through the same field to my former

position under a heavy fire of the enemy's artillery, and was almost

immediately hotly engaged with his infantry. In about an hour I was

re enforced with 90 to 100 men from the Sixty-first North Carolina, com-

manded by Lieut. Col. [W. S.J Devane, who took position on my right.

The enemy made a vigorous charge at this time on my left, and was as

vi"-orously repulsed. Old veterans could not have met the foe with more

coolness and deternunatiou than these newly-tried men. He appeared

determined to ibrce his way through my lines. At the church I ordered

Lieutenant-Colonel Devane to re-enforce my left. He took his position

promptly and did good service, and I here take pleasure m testifying to
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his coolness and undoubted bravery. WitL his assistance and the com-

pany of my right tiank, commanded by Lieutenant McKae, also ordered

to the left, we held the enemy in check some time. My ammunition

now began to fail, and after sending repeatedly to the rear could not

be replenished. Apprehending an attempt to turn my right also Cap-

tain McEae, acting as my lieutenant-colonel, was directed to observe

closely and give me immediate notice of any advance iu that direction.

He reported the enemy in force, but no attempt was made to flank me
owing, I supjjose, to the impenetrable swamp between us.

At this time, having held the enemy in check for about three hours,

looking in vain for re-enforcements, the section of artillery near the

church retired, 1 since learn, for want of ammunition. Immediately

after, Lieutenant-Colonel Devane sent me word that the enemy were
flanking us on the left, and withdrew his men toward the bridge. Find-

ing myself alone and the enemy i)ressing upon us I ordered a retreat,

which was made iu good order, the men continuing their fire Avith effect.

At the bridge I intended to make another stand, but on approaching it

found it on fire and crowded with men endeavoring to cross. A i)anic

ensued. The enemy pressed upon us from two directions at double-

quick in large force and the bridge the only means of escape. The
greater portion of my command succeeded in crossing, while the other

was driven back by the flames.

While endeavoring to keep the men back, fearing the bridge would fall

every moment, I was wounded in the leg by a Minie ball and obliged to

relinquish the command to Captain Mcllae, whose self-possession and
bravery should not be left unnoticed. Being under a heavy cross-fire

from an overwhelming force, my men and ammunition exhausted, and
the bridge impassable, I advised Captain McRae to surrender. The
enemy now directed his fire upon the retreating troops on the Kinston
side, who spiritedly returned the fire with good effect, killing a colonel

(Gray) and others near the bridge.

The enemy's force was between 20,000 and 25,000 men, with seventy-
two pieces of artillery. General Foster admitted to me that we had re-

pulsed three of his veteran regiments with a loss of 100 men ; since as-

certained to be about 250.

I regret to report the loss of two of my best officers, who fell at the
close of the engagement: Lieut. J.J. Eeid, commanding Company A,
fell by my side near the bridge, and Lieut. J. H. Hill, commanding
Company C, while retreating on the Kinston side. Both led their com-
panies gallantly through the entire engagement. Braver or more gal-
lant young men never drew a sword.
Our loss was 7 killed, 22 wounded, 8 missing, and 175 taken prisoners.
After diligent search and inquiry for Adjt. E. N. Mann and Lieut. U.

K. Williams I am reluctantly forced to include them in the list of kdled.
Officers and men, nearly all of whom were under fire for the first

time, behaved with the coolness, determination, and bravery of veterans.
It would be almost invidious to discriminate, but I cannot refrain

from mentioning the conspicuous gallantry and bravery of Lieut. J. li.

McLean, commanding Company F.
Inclosed please find a list of killed and wounded.*
Hoping I may be allowed to engage the enemy under more favorable

circumstances, I am, general, your obedient servant,
PBTEE MALLETT,

Colonel, Commanding Battalion.
Brig. Gen. N. G. Evans.

* Nominal list shows 12 killed and 34 wounded.
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No. 37.

Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Clingman, G. S. Army, commanding Bri-
gade, of engagement at Goldsborougli Bridge, Beeember 17.

Headquarters Clingman's Beigade,
Beeember 21, 18G2.

Captain : Before detailing the particulars of tbo affair of the 17tli
(Wednesday) I ought perhaps to state that I arrived at Goldsborough
early on Tuesday morning, the ICth, aceonii)aiiied hy only the Eighth
jSTorth Carolina Eegirnent, commanded by Col. [H. M.] Shaw. From
Major-General Smith orders were received to pass to the south side of
the Neuse Eiver and take a position intermediate between Goldsborough
and Dudley's Depot, on the line of the railroad. 1 selected a point
where the railroad is crossed by the road from White Hall, along which
the enemy were expected to approach, and which is about 1^ miles
south of the railroad bridge. During the day I was re-enforced by the
Fifty-first North Carolina Eegirnent, of my brigade, commanded by
Lieut. Col. [William A.] Allen, just up from Wilmington. In the course
of the night following the Fifty-second North Carolina Eegirnent, of
Pettigrew's brigade, commanded by Col. [J. K.] Marshall, arrived with
orders to report to me, but to be held in reserve in the rear of the other
two regiments.
On the morning of the 17th, being informed by one of General Smith's

staff that he desired particularly to hear from me, I returned with him
on the locomotive to Goldsborough, and was instructed by General Smith
to report to Brigadier-General Evans and with my brigade to accompany
him in making a reconnaissance in force to ascertain the position and
strength of the enemy. Within a few moments after receiving this order
a dispatch was placed in my hands from my adjutant-general stating

that the enemy were reported by our scouts as being in 3 miles of my
position. This was read to General Evans while he was in the presence
of General Smith, and he at once ordered me to go on and fight the en-

emy, saying that he would follow with his brigade to support me. On
returning to my command I found that the enemy in heavy force, both
of infantry and artillery, were advancing from the southeast across the
open fields and also from the south along the line of the railroad, while

their cavalry were seen approaching along the county road which passed
iu my rear. It ought to be stated that the county bridge is about half

a mile above that of the railroad, and that the road crossing it was
nearly parallel with the railroad. Between the two is a swamp, but

infantry can pass along the bank of the river without much difliculty,

and 1^ miles from the river the two roads are connected by a cross-road

through a plantation. It being impossible with only three regiments

to hold both the bridges and at the same time fight a large army,

Colonel Marshall with the Fifty-second Eegiment was stationed iu front

of the railroad bridge and Colonel Shaw with the Eighth, supported

by a section of Starr's battery, was placed in the field in front of the

county bridge ; Colonel Allen with the Fifty-first was between the two

to support either in case of need. The enemy soon opened heavily,

both with artillery and musketry, against Colonel Marshall, evidently

with a view of reaching the railroad bridge. I therefore carried the

Fifty-first Eegiment to his support and placed it on his right flank. So

heavy, however, was the fire from the large force of the enemy that
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these regiments were broken and fell back. They were soon rallied and
taken back to their iiositions. The increasing volleys of musketry and
the rapid falling of shells from the numerous batteries of the enemy, in

spite of all my efforts to keep them longer in position, caused them to

give way a second time. It being obvious, indeed, that so small a force

could not long maintain a contest against such heavy odds, tliey were
formed in the rear an d carried back in good order to the county brid ge, and
with the force stationed there recrossed the river. To defend the bridge

thetwo guns of [J.B.] Starr's battery, [Company B, Thirteenth Battalion

North Carolina Artillery], under the command of Lieut. [T. C] Fuller,

were placed near it, and Colonel Marshall's regiment lined the river bank
below and Colonel Allen's occupied it above, while Colonel Shawns was
l)laced in the rear as a reserve. For the defense of the railroad there

was placed in position on the north side of the river Colonel Pool's

battalion with several pieces of artillerj'. After the above-stated dis-

position had been made, possibly an hour later, one of General. Evans'
staff informed me at the county bridge that he desired to see me. On
my going back to the field where he was posted he told me that it was
all important to hold the county bridge and that I must do it. I re-

plied that I was satisfied the dispositions made were sufficient, and on
my asking as to the defenses of the railroad bridge he declared that

all was secure there, but renewed his order to me to hold the county
bridge. Not long after my return to it I was informed that the railroad

bridge was on fire. After it was burned the cannonade of the enemy
ceased.

At a later period General Evans again sent for me, and on my going
back to his station he ordered me to advance across the bridge with
my entire command and attack the enemy and feel his strength. The
Sixty-first North Carolina Eegiment, of my brigade, commanded by
Lieutenant-Colonel Devane, having by this time arrived, it with three
already under my command and the two field pieces above mentioned
were moved across the river. Skirmishers were thrown forward in all

directions and the enemy was found to be posted from the river for IJ
miles along the railroad in line of battle, well protected by the high
embankment of the road in front of them. The regiments of Shaw and
Devane and the two guns were moved along the county road while I
carried as rapidly as possible the regiments of Marshall and Allen down
the river bank and placed them in line within less than 300 yards of

the enemy's right, but in a position where they were pretty well pro-
tected from the artillery. They were instructed to lie down, to make
no reply to the enemy, and no attempt to pass the open field between
tliem and the enemy until they should hear our attack on the riglit.

As soon, however, as tliat occurred they were ordered to rise and with
a shout to move forward at a run and carry, if possible, the embank-
ment behind which the enemy were posted.

Rejoining the other two regiments I led them along the county road
and from it by the cross-road through the open field against the enemy's
left wing. I formed them in line of battle, the right of Colonel Shaw-
resting on the cross-road while his left and Colonel Devane's extended
toward the enemy's center. One of the field pieces, unfortunately, from
the giving way of the bridge, fell into a ditoh and was not gotten out in
time to take part in the action. The other piece moved along the road
on the right of our line and was' itself protected on its flank by skir-
mishers who covered the ground for several hundred yards. Before
Ave reached tlie railroad, however,Jthe enemy abandoned it and we occu-
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pied it without a struggle. The two reginieuts stationed near the river
likewise advanced to it without loss, and, as I subsequently learned, Gen-
eral Evans' brigade soon filied up the center. After retreating from this
position the enemy occupied a higher field in our front with a large
number of cannon and heavy bodies of infantry drawn up in two lines
with an interval of 100 or 200 yards between them. As soon as Lieu-
tenant Fuller opened on them with his gun their artillery, which had
previously directed its lire agsiinst our left where the 'regiments of
-Alarshall and Allen were stationed, was shifted and its concentrated
volleys were poured upon our right. Their position approached within
400 yards there, while from our left it was more than a half mile distant.
With the large number of pieces they had in play it is a wonder they
did not succeed in disabling a single gun. Notwithstanding the dis-
parity of force and the loss of several of his men, Lieutenant Fuller,
with the greatest gallantry, continued to reply until darkness j)ut an
end to the contest. During the evening the regiments of Colonels Mar-
shall and Allen, by General Evans' order as I have since learned, made
a charge against the enemy's position on the hill. They advanced most
(;ourageously, but were repulsed by heavy showers of grape and mus-
ketry. As they had to move across an open space of 1,000 yards, swept
by heavy batteries supported by large masses of infantry, it was barely
possible that they could carry such a position. Their prompt and daring
attempt furnished the highest evidence of their courage and readiness
to obey orders. Immediately after dark the enemy retreated with his
entire army, and soon after we recrossed the river, the troops under my
c.immand following General Evans' brigade and bringing np the rear.
The entire force at my disposition that day was rather below 2,000 men.
Tiie loss was

:
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No. 38.

Report of Lieut. Col. Stephen D. Fool, G. 8. Artillery, of engagement at

Goldsborough Bridge, December 17.

GoLDSBOROUGH, B". C, December 19, 1862.

Colonel: Soon after daybreak the morniug of the 10th instant

my command, consisting of Companies B, G, and H, Tenth North Caro-

lina Troops, Company F, Fortieth North Carolina, and Starr's battery of

artillery, took the positions assigned them on the north side of Nense
River commanding the immediate approaches to the railroad and county

bridges.

Everything remained quiet until about noon of the 17th, when the

enemy, occupying the south side of the river and cast of the railroad,

opened fire with evident design of destroying the bridge. To effect this

their batteries emjiloyed for about two hours shell and solid shot, occa-

sionally discharging shrapnel along the north bank of the river to dis-

lodge any force there. The south bank of the river west of the railroad

was occupied by a portion of Brigadier-General Clingman's brigade,

the left of the Fifty-second North Carolina Troops, Colonel Marshall,

resting against the bridge. Orders were sent me by Colonel Marshall
not to open fire with the section of Starr's battery, commanding the
bridge, until his troops retired. About 2 p. m. the Fifty-second broke
and in confusion retired from the bridge, leaving the south of that im-

portant structure entirely undefended except by the forces on the north
bank of the Neuse. Orders were immediately sent by me to Captain
Starr to open fire with shrapnel on the mouth of the bridge to prevent
the enemy if possible from entering and destroying it. The order was
immediately obeyed. While the left of the Fifty-second was retiring I

saw a small force of the enemy running down the railroad bank, shout-
ing and yelling as if in pursuit. Suspecting their design to be to enter
and destroy the bridge, I cautioned my men to be on the alert and as
soon as they came within range to pour their fire into them. This was
done so effectually that two were instantly killed; the others fled pre-

cipitately. Our fire having disclosed our exact position, the enemy
opened upon iis with a most severe fire of canister, shell, and shrapnel
for about half an hour, our guns replying with rapidity and effect.

During this fire my men on the banks of the river remained perfectly
quiet, receiving the enemy's fire unflinchingly. Thinking they had dis-

lodged us, the enemy seat forward 2 men to effect the destruction of
the bridge by fire. I cautioned my men of the approach of the men,
and as soon as they broke cover for the bridge fire was opened upon
them. One fell back wounded, the other succeeded in reaching the
projecting brick-work, where he was enabled to complete his work in

perfect security from any fire from the north bank of the river. No
effort was spared by my men to reach him with their fire. Different
points of the bridge were selected, and shot after shot poured in in the
vain hope of killing him. His work proved successful, and in less than
ten minutes the entire southern and eastern faces of the bridge were in
flames.- Seeing the destruction completed, 1 gave orders to retire to
the rear of the section of Starr's battery posted on the railroad. Sub-
sequently my entire command was ordered to the county bridge; two
pieces of the battery were placed in position. Companies B and F
Avere posted on the west side of the bridge, while Companies G and H
took position on the east—all on the north bank of the river. Here we
remained during the night and until ordered to this point next day.
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Late ill the afternoon of the 17th one section of Sta,ri's battery, in

charge of First Lieut. T. C. Fuller, engaged the enemy south of the
river, near the point where the county road crosses the railroad. All
speak in terms of praise of the gallantry displayed here, and of the effi-

ciency of Lieutenant Fuller's fire. The details of this engagement do
not come within the scope of this report. Justice will be done by the
brigadier- general commanding at that point.

1 cannot close this report without expressing my admiration of the
coolness with which my ofiBccrs and n»en stood fire for more than two
hours without an opportunity of returning it, and of tlic gallantry dis-

played by all of Captain Starr's oificers and men engaged. Killed, 3;
wounded, 0. Captain Starr received a slight wound on arm from frag-

ment of spent shell.

I have the honor to be, colonel, yours, verv respectfully,

STEPHEN I). TOOL,
Lientcnavt-Coloncl, Commanding Battalion Artillery.

No. 39.

Report of Brig. Oen. Beverly H. Robertson, C. S. Army, commanding Bri-

gade, of engagement at White Hall, December IG.

Headquakteks,
Goldsborough, N' C, December 19, 18G2.

Captain : I have the honor to report that in accordance with your

order I left Mosely Hall, on the Goldsborough and Kiuston llailroad,

at 11.30 a. ni., 15th instant, and, witli Leventhorpe's regiment, portioTis

of Ferebee's and Evans' regiments, and a section of artillery from [J.

\V.] Moore's [Third North Carolina] battalion, commanded by Lieut.

[N.j McClees, proceeded to "White Hall, on the Neuse River, to burn the

bridge at that point and dispute the enemy's crossing should he attempt

to turn our right. Having no cavalry I impressed a citizen guide and

pushed forward to reconnoiter in advance of my command. Upon
reaching \N'hite Hall I learned that the enemy had not made his ap-

l)carance there. I then ordered my guide to scout toward Kinston to

prevent surprise. One hour later my force arrived and I made rapid

])re])arations for burning the bridge. Making a personal examination

some miles to the front without finding the enemy, I returned to White

Hall. Shortly afterward citizens, with jaded horses and apparently

much excited, announced the enemy was advancing. I ordered Major

Jackson and Lieut. [W. N.] Worthington to watch his movements, bat

they could not find him. 1 waited his approach until nearly dark and

determined to recross and burn the bridge, according to my orders.

The torch had scarcely been applied when the enemy's cavalry appeared

with artillery. They shelled the woods until late at night, destroying

the gunboat in process of construction on this side. Several men, tak-

ing- off their clothes, attempted to cross the river by swimming, but

were driven back by our sharpshooters. From the force displayed it

was evidently his intention to cross the White Hall Bridge.

About 9 a. m. on the 16th a brisk picket skirmish commenced. 1 visited

the bridge, and after giving the necessary instructions went back to

order up the Thirty-first North Carolina Eegiment, Col. [John V.] Jor-

dan which had arrived during the night, and which I placed in posi-

tion as much sheltered as circumstances would permit. I then posted

the artillery as well as the nature of the ground would admit and or-
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dered both shell and solid shot to be fired. For some time previous the

euemy had been firing from 12 to 18 pounders, some of immense cali-

ber. 'Owing to a range of hills on the White Hall side the enemy had

the advantage of position. The point occupied by his troops being

narrow, not more than one regiment at a time could advantageously

engage him. I therefore held Leventhorpe, Ferebee, and Evans in

reserve, leaving the artillery, Thirty-first Eegiment, and two picket

companies in front. The cannonading from the enemy's batteries be-

came so terrific that the Thirty-first Eegiment withdrew from tlieir

]iosition without instructions but in good order. I immediately or-

dered Colonel Leventhorpe forward. The alacrity with which the order

was obeyed by his men gave ample proof of their gallant bearing,

which they so nobly sustained during the entire fight, which raged witli

intensitv for several hours after they became engaged. Ko veteran

soldiers'ever fought better or inflicted more terrible loss upon an enemy
considering the numbers engaged. It was with difficulty they could be

withdrawn from the field. Three times did they drive the Yankee
cannoneers from their guns and as often prevent their infantry regi-

ments from forming line in their front. In spite of the four hostile

regiments whose standards waved from the opposite bank did these

l)rave men continue to hold their ground, and finally drove the enemy
in confusion from the field. More than 100 of their dead and wounded
were left upon the river bank. The conduct of this regiment reflects

the greatest credit upon its accomphshed and dauntless commander.
Colonel Ferebee, of the Fifty-ninth Eegiment, displayed the most sig-

nal coolness and courage. For several hours, with 18 men of the jiicket

guard belonging to the Eleventh Eegiment, ho fought the enemy at close

quarters, notwithstanding his own command was not in action.

The Fifty-ninth and Sixty-third Eegimeuts, although in reserve, were
nevertheless exposed to a galbng fire from the enemy's artillery. A
few were killed and a number wounded. Both officers and men behaved
admirably.

Tlie section of artillery was remarkably well served, Lieutenant j\Ic-

Clees and his men remaining cool and collected.

My thanks are especially due to Maj. George Jackson, Ca])t. Charles
II. Gordon, and Lieutenant Worthington, members of my stall', for their

eiUcieut services and their iirompt delivery of orders under the heaviest

lire.

The soldierly qualities displayed by Colonel Leventhorpe on the march
and during the action, to which I can be.ar witness, strongly recommend
him to the favorable consideration of the authorities.

About 70 stand of arms and a quantity of clothing were collected

from the battle-field.

I regret having to report the death of Lieut. [W. N. M.] Means, Com-
pany E, Eleventh Eegiment North Carolina Troops, and also First Ser-

geant Bristol, Company B, of the same regiment. They both Jell likti

brave men in the faithful performance of their duty.
The loss of the enemy, though not accurately ascertained, is known to

have been very heavy.
I herewith inclose a list* of killed and wounded on our side.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

B. H. EOBEETSON,
Brigadier- Oeneral, Commanding.

Capt. A. L. Evans,
Asst. Adjt. Ocn., Hdqrs. Evans' Brigade, in the Field.

"NoiuiDal li.st sbows 10 killed and 42 woniidcil.
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DECEMBER 22, 1862.—Skirmishes near Windsor and at Joyner's Ferry, on
the Blackwater, Va.

Report of Bri(j. Oen. Orris 6'. Ferry, U. S. Army.

Stjpfolk, December 23, 1SC2.

General: Lieutenaut -Colonel Onderdoak, with 200 of Dodge's cav-

alrj'', had a skirmish Avith a force of the enemy, consisting of artillery,

cavalry, and infantry, 4 miles beyond Windsor yesterday. Colonel On-
derdonk was conveying the ballot-boxes to Smithlield, and tliis force

was sent across fi'oni Zuui to intercept him. He sncceeded in extricat-

ing himself with the loss of 4 horses, but no men. He captured 2 of the

enemy, and believes that he killed a number with his rifles.

Lieutenant-Colonel Stetzel, of Spear's cavalry, yesterday made a re-

connaissance to Joyner's Ford with ibur companies. He found the enemy
there in considerable force, and had a sharp skirmish across the river.

He captured 4 of their i)ickets and 1 horse, without loss to himself.

O. S. PEREY,
Brigadier- General.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe.

DECEMBER 28, 1862.—Skirmishes near Suffolk and at Providence Church,Va.

Iicport of Brig. Gen. Orris S. Ferry, U. S. Army.

[December 29, 18G2.]

Colonel Gibbs, sent out by me at 3 o'clock p. m. yesterday toward

Carrsville to occupy the enemy while Spinola's column was moving

out, came in contact with the enemy's scouting parties a short distance

beyond our i^ickets. He drove them back, capturing 9 of them, and

bivouacked about 10 miles from here. The prisoners say that Pryor

was at Carrsville with two brigades of infantry, two regiments of cav-

alry, and nine pieces of artillery. Colonel Gibbs returned at daylight

this morning. I send the prisoners to the Portress to-day.

On the Windsor road an attack was made on our vedettes at Provi-

dence Church at 4 o'clock p. m. yesterday. The vedettes were driven

in, but the reserves attacked and repulsed the enemy, driving them

back several miles to a main body of about 300 cavalry.

O. S. PP]IIEY,
Brigadier- General.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe.
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JANUARY 7-9, 1863.—Expedition from Yorktown to West Point and White
House, Va.

Report of Maj. Gen. Erasmus I>. Keycs, U. S. Army, commanding Fourth
Army Corps.

IIbadqitaetees Fourth Aii^rr Corps,
Torlcto7ni, Va., January 10, 18G3.

SiK: I have tlie Jjonor to .snbmit tlie foUowiiijj ipporfc of a successful

raid nj) the country between tlie I'niuunkey and Matta]ioiiy IJivers and
at the White House.
A detachment of cavalry of the Fifth Pennsylvania and Sixth New

York Kegiments, under Maj. W. P. Hall, and another of the One hun-
dred and fifteenth New Y'ork Infantry, under Captain McKittrick, 300
in all, left Y'orktowu on the evening of the 7th instant in steamers co-

operating with the strong naval forces on this station.

It was concerted with Capt. F. A. Parker,* commanding the gunboats
on the York River, that he would clear out the Pamunkey and destroy
the railroad station, &c., at the AVhite House, while the infantry should
liold West Point with the aid of a gunboat and the cavalry sliouid sweep
the roads and countrj- on the left bank. Unfortunately, however, the
water was too low to enable the vessel to reach the White House. Ma-
jor Hall therefore crossed the river at that point in a skiff with a small
I)artj", burnt the ferry-boat, also a small steamfer called tlie Little Ma-
gruder, two sloops loaded with grain, two barges, four pontoon boats,
a storehouse containing a thousand bushels of wheat, &c., a quantity
of whisky, soap, salt, &c.
The torch was then ai)plicd to the railroad depot, which contained

freight for Pichmond ; the tank, the rolling stock, signal station, sutler's
buildings, &:g. When the destruction was comiilete the party recrossed
the river.

On the left bank of the Pamunkey the cavalry captured and brought
in wagons and _! carts, with 20 mules and S horses. Tlie M'agons were
laden with "blockade goods," such as salt, black-lead, gum-shellac,
buckles and rings, guttapercha belting, bars of tin and iron, brass wire,
CO ounces of qui}iiue, and a lot of gold lace, stripes, and stars for rebel
uniforms.

The expedition got off without its destination being known or sus-
pected by any person except Captain Parker and myself. The conduct
of ]\Iaj. W. P. Hall, Sixth New York Cavalry, entitles him to special
notice and praise. His success was complete, and he lost neither man
nor horse.

It will not, I trust, be deemed out of place to say that the success of
the land part of the expedition was largely indebted to Captain Parker's
admirable management of his vessels. On this and ma.ny other occa-
sions I have noticed the Zealand good judgment of that naval officer.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D. KEYES,

Major-General, Gominanding Fourth Army Corps.

Major-General Dix,
Commanding Department of Virginia.

* For Commander Parker's report .see Annual Report of the Secretary ol' the Navy,
December 7, 18fi3.
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JANUARY &-10, 1863.—Expedition from Suffolk toward the Blackwater, Va.

Eeport of Col Samvel P. Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry*

lIuQus. Eleventu Pennsylvania Vol. Cavaley,
Camp Suffolk, Va., January 12, 18G3.

SiK
:
I have tbe Loiior to transmit tlie following report of the recou-

uaissaiice made by me, in obedience to instructions dated Headquar-
ters, Suflblk, Va., January 7, 18C3:

I left Suflblk on the morning of the Sth instant in command of the
following force, viz : Howard's battery, six pieces; the One hundred and
flfty-lifth. One hundred and twelfth, and One hundred and thirtieth New
York Volunteers ; the One hundred and sixty-fifth Pennsylvania Mili-
tia, and GOO of my own regiment (Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry), am-
bulances, &c., for the purpose of protecting General Ferry's embarka-
tion on the river Chowan, some 37 miles from Suffolk. I encamped on
the night of the Sth near Holland's Corners.
Next morning I started toward Carrsville, as the spirit of my instruc-

tions was such as to "leave much to my discretion," relative to the
approach of the enemy from any quarter. At Carrsville I received val-
uable information from Mr. Whitehead, which afterwards proved to be
correct, that Pryor was down in the vicinity of Barber's Cross-Eoads
with a large force. I at once got into position, supposing that my
presence toward Somerton would no longer be necessary. After re-
maining here for about au hour a dispatch was received ordering me at
once to Somerton (as jjer original instructions). I obeyed the order,
countermarched, and had proceeded to the Quaker Chui-ch, on the Som-
erton road, when another dispatch was received directing re-enforce-
nients to report to me, and Maj. Samuel Wetherill, with three companies
of cavalry and the One hundred and sixty-fourth New York Volunteers,
re])orted.

I encamped at the Quaker Church, and the next morning the Thir-
teenth Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Hobbs, reported, when, according
to the dis])atoh, I proceetled with the entire force to Blanchard's Cor-
ners; thence lO McCleiina's Sti'ition; tlieiice, via Deserted House, West-
ern iSranch Church, &c., to Windsor. At Windsor my advance, com-
ijianded by Lieut. John L. lto])er, captured a disi)atch, directed to
General IJ. A. Piyor, in tlie hands of two Confederate cavalry. These
]ii isoiiers, with their horses, were immediately sent to headquarters, and
1 will here remark tliat great credit is due to Lieutenant liojier for his

prompt, energetic, and faithful i)erformaiice of the important duty of
leading the advanc(! of sucji a large body of troops.

At thi.s point (Windsor) I sent out detachments of cavalry in every
direction to ascertain the direction of tlie enemy, iind in about one hour
discovered that lie had retired on the road direct to Carrsville, passing
over the same ground I occupied the ])revious day, and crossed the

river at Franklin with his wagons, stores, troops, &c. 1 found Mr.
Whilehead's information, relative to the strength and location of the

enemy, to be correct, and wa.s of the following strength, viz : Fourteen

pieces of iirtillery, l,ij()0 to 2,000 cavaliy, and about 0,000 infantry. I

liave ])nt this at tiie lowest estimate ; some have estimated his strength

at 12,000 men, consisting of all arms.

At Windsor I encamped on the same ground occupied by Pryor the

day previous, and sent a dispatcli to headquarters for rations, forage,

* Seo also I'cck to Dix, January 10, iu " Corrcspoudouce, etc."
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and other necessaries, which call was quickly and correctly responded
to, which gave great comfort to both men and horses in a most tremen-

dous rain-storm.

After a bivouac of about three hours, and the return of my detach-

ments sent out in every direction, I had a consultation with all the com-
manders of the different arms which resulted in tlio determination to

return to Suflblk ; and it being in accordance with instructions I started

at 5.50 p. m. on the Petersburg road via Providence Church, draw- •

bridge, &c., on my return, and reported in person to the commanding
general at 8 p. m. on the night of the 10th instant. I found that the
new regiments of infantry lately arrived (One hundred and lifty-lifth and
One hundred and sixty-fourth) used their entire three days' rations in

two, and did. not take with them their shelter-tents. I find these shel-

ter-tents to be of indispensable use on reconnaissances, marches, «S;c., as
they do for both blanket, bed, or tent, as the weather might demand.

It gives me great pleasure to report the fact of the valuable assist-

ance rendered by Colonel Gibbs, commanding the infantry. Nearly the
entire three days and nights he was constantly in the saddle, first at
one point and then at another, encouraging his men, supplying their
wants, and exhibiting sound judgment iu all his orders, positions, and
maneuvers, ever ready at a moment's warning to ])laco the infantry,
without noise or confusion, at any place required. Cai)tain Howard,
chief of artillery, was prompt and untiring iu his duty and always ready
to cheerfully execute all directions and orders in a true, spirited manner.
He and his officers are all worthy of my best thanks. The cavalry, under
command of Major Wetherill, were all that could be desired, caring well
for their horses. They performed their arduous duty in such a manner
as to prove beyond a doubt that in case of greater emergency their
pride will always be " to horse," and their results a faithful execution of
existing orders. Major Stratton, who first led the cavalry before the
arrival of Major Wetherill, performed his duty in his usual thorough
manner, and is to my command a very uselul and valuable officer.

Colonel Dodge reported at the Deserted House with 200 cavalry, and
very kindly offered his services in any manner I iriight suggest. His
urbanity and politeness is worthy of emulation. The entire command,
through rain, mud, and water, are deserving of my warmest commenda-
tion iu expressing their readiness at any moment to execute any orders
and under any circumstances.

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c.,

S. P. SPEAli,
Col. Eleventh Fom.sylvania Vol. Car., Comdg. Expedition.

Maj. P. P. Foster,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

JANUARY 9, 1863.—Skirmish near Providence Church, Va.

lleport of Maj. Gen. John J. I'ccl; (T. S. Army.

Port MoNl^OE, Va., January 15, 1803.

The liichmoud papers are boasting that General Pryor reiiulscd our
troops near Providence Church on tlie !)th instant. The following dis-
])atch of the 10th from General I'eck gives the true version of the affair.
The attack was repulsed by our Mounted liifles, under ]\I:i j. [James N.]
Wheelan. It is due to the latter and to our troops that the truth should
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lie known, and if you see no objection I would bo glad to have tlie dis-
patcli published

:

om-
d

Slip-

iittorics.

JOHN J. PECK,
iIajor-Geite)-al.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General, Commandinn.

Maj. Gen. II. W. IIalleck,
General-in-Chief.

JANUARY 17-21, 1863.—Reconnaissance from New Berne to PoUocksville,
Trenton, Young's Cross-Roads, and Onslow, N. C, and skirmishes (19th) at
White Oak Creek and {20th) near Jacksonville.

KEPORXS.

No. 1.—Ci)l. Simon II. Mix, Third New York Cavalry.

No. 2.—Col. Augustus C. E. Spraguo, Fifty-first Massachusetts Infantry.

No. 1.

Report of Col. Simon IT. Mix, Third Neic Yorh Cavalry.

New Berne, N. 0., January 22, 18C3.

Siu : I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders I marched
from New Berne on the morning of the 17th instant with eight coni-

]ianies of my regiment and proceeded a distance of about 12 miles np
tlie south bank of the Trent Eiver to MUl Creek, near PoUocksville,
where a halt became necessary in consequence of the destruction of a
bridge across that stream. The bridge was expeditiously rebuilt and
my line of march resumed through PoUocksville a short distance on the
road toward Trenton, where, at an angle of a thickly-wooded road, three
shots in rapid succession were fired from an ambush on the advance
guard of my column. A halt was immediately ordered, when it was
discovered that the road was blockaded by trees felled across it for some
distance in front. I communicated the fact to Colonel Amory, acting
brigadier-general, in command of the expedition, who ordered me to

encamp my regiment for the night.

The obstruction being removed at this point, I moved my regiment
at 7 a. m. on the morning of the 18th, reaching Trenton, 13 miles dis-

tant from PoUocksville, about 11 o'clock a. m. Several points on the
route, about midway between PoUocksville and Trenton, were block-

aded by felled trees, and a large mill-dam, the llow from which crosses

the road within a half mile of Trenton, was found to be cut, with tlie

evident intention of flooding the road to prevent my passiige into the

town. The cut in the dam was repaired in season to pnjveut great de-

lay in my march.
At Trenton I discovered some rebel cavalry, who retreated uj) the

White Hall road toward Kinston. A strong blockade of felled trees

across the road, densely wooded, and swamps on both sides prevented
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my pursuit. Immediate preparations were made for removing tlie

blockade, and the bridge across the river at Trenton was burned and

destroyed to the water's edge. The blockade of the road in the mean

time having been removed I inarched up the White Hall road about C

miles and destroyed a bridge which crossed the Trent Eiver at that

point.

This accomplished and night arriving I counterm3,rched my regiment

to Trenton and encamped for the night. I countermarched to Tirenton

as a matter of necessity, inasmuch as the road leading to Comfort, as I

ascertained, was blockaded to such an extent as to defy all farther

progress in that direction.

On the morning of the 19th, at 7 o'clock, I marched from Trenton

without obstruction to Young's Cross-Eoads, taking a road southward,

which intersects the main road from Trenton to Polloeksville, 4 miles

irom the latter place.

The distance from Trenton to Young's Gross-Eoads by this route is

17 miles. I reached Young's Cross-Eoads about noon and found the

bridge across White Oak Eiver, 1 mile below Young's Cross-Eoads, on

the road leading toward Jacksonville, destroyed, and a strong barri-

cade erected on the. opposite bank to oppose its reconstruction.

From this barricade my advance was fired upon without effect as it-

iieared the stream. A howitzer was brought forward and the barricade

stormed with canister, which had the effect to silence the enemy's fire

and cause him to retreat from the position. In so great haste did the

enemy retire that he. left behind five sabers and a quantity of ammu-
nition.

Preparations were made to rebuild the bridge across White Oak
Eiver, and my regiment, after carefully reconnoitering the adjacent
roads, encami)ed at Young's Cross-Eoads for the night. During the

evening two contrabands came within our lines, who stated that they
were with the enemy at the time of my firing into the stockade at

White Oak Eiver, and that the rebel officer in command received three

severe wounds at the first fire of the howitzer. 1 retained these con-

trabands as guides, and procured from them reliable information.
The bridge across Wliite Oak Eiver was completed and crossed on

'

the morning of the 20th instant at 10 o'clock. Leaving all my trans-

portation behind at Young's Cross-Eoads with the infantry, I pressed my
regiment forward in the direction of Jacksonville with great rapidity.

Five miles from Young's Cross-Eoads my advance guard met and
surprised a com])any of rebel cavalry, about 50 in number, which was
l>ursued at a galloj) for nearl.y 12 miles by a portion of Major Cole's

battalion, my regiment being kept up at sui)porting distance.
When within about 5 miles of Jacksonville, and about 20 distant

from Young's Cross-Eoads, our pursuit was checked by the destruction
of a bridge across Big Northeast Eun, a stream about 20 feet in width,
which bridge had beeu previously arranged for speedy removal; a
stockade had been erected about 100 yards on the oi)posite side of this

stream, at the end of a deep, wooded gorge, from which a heavy volley

of buck-shot was poured back upon our ad\ance.
The howitzer was again brought to bear, the stockade cleared, and

the bridge repaired. At this point I had 1 man killed and 1 seriously

but not fatally wounded by the enemy's fire. My regiment again moved
forward and reached the intersection of the load leading from Comfort
to Jacksonville, o miles from the latter place, where 1 halted, after as-

certaining that the bridge across New Eiver at Jacksonville would be
destroyed by fire on our approach and all communication with the en-
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einy in that direction would be cut off, he having safely arrived ou the
opposite side.

After a short halt at this last-mentioned place, night approaching
and a terrible storm of rain and wind setting in, 1 countermarched my
regiment to Young's Oross-Eoads, which point was reached at 10 p m"
where I again encamped for the night. My entire return march was
through a heavy storm of wind and rain, which caused the road to be-
come very heavy and difficult to travel.

1 caikured 3 prisoners between Young's Cross-Roads and Jackson-
ville, and also took of the enemy's transportation three wagons with
three pairs of mules attached, and one mule-saddle, with holsters, pis-
tols, &c. With one of the prisoners a horse was captured.
BeUeving my orders had been obeyed and carried out to the full ex-

tent of my ability to perform the same, ou the morning of the 21st in-
stant I returned with my command to New Berne, N. 0., reaching that
place at 3 o'clock p. m.

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
[SIMON H. MIX,

„ , „ Gohnel, &c. I

Lieut. Col. SouTHABD Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Eighteenth Army Corps.

No. 2.

Report of Col. Angtistus B. R. Spragne, Fifty-first Massachusetts Infantry.

Foster Bakeaoks, January 21, 1863.

On the 17th instant, in conformity to Special Orders, No. 14, joining
a portion of the First Brigade and a detachment of artillery and the
Third New Y^ork Cavalry, I marched with seven companies of my com-
mand (Companies F, E, and G being on detached service) by Brice's
Creek and the south side of the Trent Eiver to Pollocksville, about 13
miles distant; arrived at 5 p. m. and went into bivouac for the night.
On the morning of the 18th two companies, under the command of Major
Harkness, marched with the main column toward Trenton, while I wa.s
ordered, with the five remaining companies and a detachment of cav-
alry, to guard the approaches and hold Pollocksville till the return of
the main force. This was successfully accomplished, and upon the re-

turn of the main body at noon of 19th instant, I received instructions
to move five comjianies to Young's Cross-Koads and hold that point till

the arrival of the main column.
.
Without a guide we passed the spot known as Young's Cross-Roads

(about 7 miles from Pollocksville), and coming suddenly upon White
Oak Creek my advance guard received the fire of the enemy's outposts
on the other side of the river, the bridge having been destroyed and a
breastwork of logs formed for their protection. The advance, under the
dirject command of Lieutenant-Colonel Studley, returned the fire and
the enemy retired.

In obedience to instructions we bivouacked at the crossroads, and at

evening were joined by the Third New York Cavalry. Soon after day-
light, 20th instant, crossed White Oak Eiver with a detachment and
established an outpost ou the Jacksonville road to guard the approaches
while the bridge over the creek was being rebuilt. The main force,

9 E E—VOL XVIII
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under Colonel Amory, arrived and a portion of the cavalry pressed for-

ward tp a point near Jacksonville and reported the enemy in force at

that place. The object of the expedition accomplished, we left Smith's

Mill on the morning of the 21st, passing through PoUocksville, and ar-

lived at Now Berne in the evening. A heavy rain during the preceding

night made muddy roads and overflowing streams. William P. Kent,

of Company I, who marched in apparent good health, was taken sud-

(Iciilv ill and died in an ambulance on the route.

I have the honor to be, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. B. E. SPRAGUE,
Colonel Fifty-first Massachusetts Regiment.

Lieut. E. T. PAHKiNSON,
A. A. A. G., First Brigade, Dept. of North Carolina.

JANUARY 19, 1863.—Scout from Williamsburg and skirmish at Burnt
Ordinary, Va.

Report of Maj. William G. McCandless, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Headquarters Fourth Army Corps,
YorJctoicn, Va., January 21, 1863.

General : I have the honor to forward the following report of a scout

made on the 10th instant by Major McCandless, of the Fifth Pennsyl-

vania Cavalry, sent out by Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, commanding that

regiment, under orders from myself

:

I left camp witli a scouting party, consisting of 120 men, at 9 o'clock a. m. When,
beyond the picket, at the point where the roads diverge, I divided my command,
sending one party by the York River with orders to join the main column at the Six
Mile Ordinary' and another party np the Jamestown road to the Chickahominy River
with instmctious to go by way of Centreville and join mo ,at the Burnt Ordinary,
while I proceeded with the remainder of my force directly up the Richmond road.

At tlio Six MileOrdinary the party reported having seen nothing of the enemy. My
strength was now about 80 men. With this number I went on up the Richmond road,

and when arrived at Mrs. Pickett's gate, 9 miles from Williamsburg, I came upon the
enemy's first post of 3 mounted men and at the brick church half a mile farther od dis-

covered their reserve of 16 men, who were at once chased by my advance guard, under
Lieutenant Vezin, as far as the I5urnt Ordinary, atwhich point they were met by a force

of the enemy's cavalry coming alongside the Centreville road, and who, dashing upon
the head of the advance guard with a sudden swoop, succeeded in cutting off and
capturing 4 of our men, who, in the excitement, had gotten 300 or 400 yards in advance,
and then began instantly to draw up in line of battle. Lieutenant Vezin, seeing the
fate of his men and perceiviug that an instant's delay would give the enemy time to

form, and notwithstanding tlio fact that he had but 13 men with him, ordered the
rest of the advance guard to "draw saber and charge," which was done in the most
gallant manner and in the face of a volley from the enemy's guns.
The flashing of our sabers in air and the shouts of the men as they charged upon the

foe was more than the enemy could stand, and breaking at once in every direction
they fled precipitately, about 20 returning np the Centreville road and the balance
taking the Diascund road, which party being the larger wo pursued and succeeded in
retaking 3 of our captured men, with their horses and arms, and in capturing 4 of
the enemy, besides wounding one other, who, however, escaped through the woods,
leaving his horse in our hands. I regret to have to report the loss by capture of Pri-
vate McNeill and the injury of Private John Brown, who was shot in the side. We
pursued the enemy 3 miles beyond the Burnt Ordinary, but tlieir horses being fresh
and fleeter than ours they all, with the exception of those above mentioned, 'ma,de
good their escape.
Having learned the force of the enemy to consist of one regiment of infantry and

500 cavalry stationed at Diascund Bridge I returned to camp by the Centreville road,
and was joined on the road by the party who went to the Chickahominy Elver. They
reported no enemy in sight on cither side of that river.
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The activity and energy of the oflcers and men of the Fifth Pennsylva-
nia Cavalry and the uniform success which has attended their numerous
scouts during the last three months are worthy of notice.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. D. KEYES,
Major- General, Commanding Corps.

Maj. Gen. John A, Dix,
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps and Dept. of Virginia.

JAmJAET 27-28, 1863.—Reconnaissances on the Neuse, Dover, and Trent
Eoads, N. C.

Report of Col. John Richt^- Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry.

Hdqrs. Outposts, Camp Fifty-eighth Regt. Pa. Vols.,
January 28, 1803.

Sir: I have the honor to report that in order to close our lines effect-
ually and at the same time to obtain information of the position of the
enemy on my front, I yesterday dispatched strong parties on the Neuse
and Dover roads; also on the railroad and on the Trent road. My di-

rections were to feel the enemy, capturing his small parties aud out-
posts but avoiding those which showed strength, and to obtain as much
intelligence as possible. My several parties returned this evening.
On the Neuse and Dover roads the bridges over Core Creek were

found broken down, and no posts on this side, and no parties met ex-
cept one of a few men near the creek on the Neuse road, who retired
hastily and escaped into the woods. There were no pickets on the
Dover road crossing or the railroad, but a very small one at the Neuse,
beyond the creek.

The railroad bridge at Core Creek was found standing, but the up-
rights are chopped nearly off close to the water, so as to fall readily.
From the information obtained the enemy seem to have retired to Sandy
Eidge, some 2^ miles beyond Core Creek, where they are fortifying them-
selves. They also have blocked up the cross-roads between the railroad
and the Dover road. The force at Sandy Ridge is reported by residents
of the vicinity to be two companies, and they also report that General
Evans is in command at Kinston, but with what force they do not know
or choose to say.

On the Trent road while a working party which I sent to finish block-
ing the roads on the flank of Deep Gully was thus engaged, the escort,

Company K, of the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, under Capt.
C^cil Clay, moved in advance. On the Trent road, near the 14-mile
post, a blockade was found obstructing effectually the passage of artil-

lery and cavalry, and continuing more or less complete to beyond the
eighteenth post. At the forks of the Trent road Captain Clay dis-

covered a post of the enemy, which, by judicious arrangements, he sur-

rounded and surprised, capturing the whole party—8 infantry and 2

cavalry. In this little affair. Captain Clay reports that good service was
rendered by Lieutenant Wells (Company F), who, being with him for

topographical purposes, had command of the squad which made the
actual capture; also that his men behaved admirably.
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The arms and horses taken will be turned over to the proper depart-

ment. The prisoners, 10 in number, I send to headquarters under charge

of Captain Clay.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. EICHTER JOKES,
Colonel^ Commanding Outposts.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Asst. Adjt. Oen., Eighteenth Army Corps.

JANUARY 30, 1863.—Engagement at Deserted House, or Kelly's Store,

near Suffolk, Va.

REPORTS.

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Jolm J. Peck, U. S. Army.

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Michael Corcoran, U. S. Army.

No. 3.—Col. Samuel P. Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry.

No. 4.—Col. William McEvily, One hundred and fifty-fifth New York Infantry.

No. 5.—Brig. Gen. Roger A. Pryor, C. S. Army.

No. 1.

Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army.

Headquarters United States Forces,
Suffolk, Va., February 4, 1863.

On January 29 information reached me that General Pryor had been
encamped at Holland's Corners, 14 miles distant, with a force of all

arms, the precedin<? night. Captain Ward, of the Eleventh Penusyl-
vauia Cavalry, was promptly dispatched to j^rocure reliable data and
watch his movements. Late in the afternoon this most valuable and
daring ofittcer reported that General Pryor had gone in the direction of
the Deserted House, with some 2,000 infantry, 500 cavalry, and a num-
ber of pieces of artillery. Parties were sent to the indicated point and
returned about 8 p. m. with information of his arrival there. I at once
organized a special force, consisting of the following : Eleventh Penn-
sylvania Cavalry, Colonel Spear; Follett's (Fourth U. S. Artillery) bat-
tery; Davis' (Seventh Massachusetts) battery; two mountain howitzers;
the Thirteenth Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Dobbs ; th<3 Sixth Massa-
chusetts, Colonel Follansbee; the One hundred and thirtieth New York,
Lieutenant-Colonel Thorp ; the One hundred and .sixty-seventh Penn-
sylvania, Colonel Knoderer ; the Sixty-ninth New York, Colonel Mur-
phy, and the One hundred and ftftyfiith New York, Colonel McEvily

;

Colonel Gibbs commanding the infantry (amounting, by the morning-
reports of tliat day, to some 4,800 total), and placed it under the com-
mand of Brig. Gen. M. Corcoran.
He left about 1 a. ni., with instructions to i)roceed cautiously, ascer-

tain the locality of the enemy and force him from his position, inflicting

all the loss possible. About o.20 a. ni. the cavalry came upon the rebel
picket, driving it in and back upon the enemy's main line of battle.

Follett's batterj', supported by the Thirteenth Indiaiia Regiment, and
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two sections of Davis' battery, supported by the One hundred and thir-
tieth New York Eegiment, were pushed forward to an open space in
Jront of the enemy by the light of the camp-fires. At 3.40 a. m. Follett
opened his lire and was immediately replied to by all the Confederate
artiuery. Davis' battery joined in and the cannonade was continued
without cessation until G a. m. General Corcoran ordered the infan-
try to advance at 5.15 a. m., but the order was not promptly executed
although given more than once. He says the One hundred and sixty-
seventh Pennsylvania became a confused mass, mixed ui) with other
regiments, and filled up the entire road, leaving it impassable and cre-
ating a temporary conlusion among some other regiments in the rearAt the request of the lieutenant-colonel it was sent to the rear to restore
confidence and reform.
About G a. m. one section of artillery was placed in the road, with the

ihirteenth Indiana on the right and the One hundred and thirtieth New
lork on the left, supported by the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry,
and the whole, under Colonel Spear, advanced upon the enemy. Other
regiments were formed in successive lines, supporting the movement.
Upon the approach of this determined mass the enemy faltered and
commenced his retreat. He was pursued vigorously until the troops
reached a thick wood and marsh. The One hundred and thirtieth New
York and cavalry were sent forward to reconnoiter and found the en-
emy well posted at the distance of 2 miles. A section of Davis' battery
and the Sixty-ninth New York took position on the road and opened
upon the enemy.
As it was now 10.15 a. ni. a halt was ordered to give the men break-

fast, while awaiting fresh supplies of ammunition and re-enforcements
called for after the opening of the engagement.
Soon after 11 o'clock Colonel Foster joined, with the One hundred and

twelfth New York and three pieces of the Second Wisconsin Battery,
and the ammunition, and was placed in command of the infantry. At
12 o'clock the plan of fianking by the Franklin road was given iij) and
an attack in front ordered. The One hundred and twelfth New York,
a section of Wisconsin guns, and two companies of cavalry were de-
tailed to hold the Deserted House, and the command moved on again.
The enemy had commenced his retreat, but all possible haste was

made to overtake his fleeing battalions. At Pecosin Creek a sharp
skirmish occurred between the Thirteenth Indiana and the rear guard.
The cavalry followed 2 miles beyond Carrsville, when pursuit was dis-

continued. It being evident that no further stand would be made a
return to Deserted House was ordered.
At Carrsville Major Wheelan reported with sis companies of Dodge's

Eifles and one howitzer and was assigned to duty. Later in the day a
section of the Second Wisconsin guns also joined. The whole com-
mand reached the Deserted House about 6 ji. m. and Suiiblk after mid-
night, having made a march of 32 miles in twenty-four hours and beaten
the enemy soundly.
Our loss was as follows :

*
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The rebel loss must have been more than ours, judging from the in-

dications of the field and roads and fi'om the fact that 1,140 rounds of

shot and shell were thrown from our batteries. Thirteen prisoners fell

into our hands.
The Thirteenth Indiana is spoken of in very flattering terms ; also

the Sixty-ninth, One hundred and fifty-fifth, and One hundred and thir-

tieth New York.
The demoralization of the One hundred and siity-seventh Penn-

sylvania, already spoken of, undoubtedly arose from a complication of

unfavorable circumstances rather than from any determination to dis-

obey orders. It had never been under fire, its position at the head of
the column near the artillery (exposed to the enemy's fire for near two
hours in the darkness without being engaged), and the fact that the
colonel was desperately wounded and the lieutenant-colonel and major
unhorsed were considerations well calculated to create temporary con-
fusion. Prom this it recovered, and no complaint was made during the
subsequent operations. This regiment should avail itself of the earliest

opportunity to wipe out any suspicion that may have attached to its

conduct at the Deserted House.
General Corcoran speaks in high commendation of Colonel Poster, of

the Thirteenth Indiana, in command of the infantry ; of Colonel Spear,
comu^nding the cavalry; of Captain PoUett, senior officer of artillery,

and of Surgeon Hand, medical director. These are all ofiicers of rare
merit, who have won high reputation by their bravery, prudence, and
fidelity.

Lieutenant-Colonels Dobbs and Thorp ; Captain Davis, Lieutenants
Hartwell, Devoll, and McCurdy (Seventh Massachusetts Battery); Lieu-
tenants Whitney and Wilkeson (Pourth Artillery) ; Surgeons Dwyer and
jSTolau, Assistant Surgeons Spencer andPawcett, Quartermaster Cooke,
Captain Blodgett (assistant adjutant-general), and Aides-de-Camp Tra-
cejf, Hughes, and Wiuterbotham are particularly noticed for zeal, gal-
lantry, and good conduct.
The troops that joined during the day are deserving of credit for the

alacrity with which they responded to the call of duty.
The wounded, in kind and skillful hands, are doing well. Especial

praise is due them for unflinching courage on the field and patient en-
durance of suft'eriug.

The dead fell in the performance of high and stern duties assumed
in behalf of a country menaced by the most cruel and wicked rebellion
recorded in history. Nobly have they discharged all obligations, leav-
ing bright examples of valor and fidelity for their fellow-soldiers and
countrymen. Their families and friends have the deepest sympathies
of the American people, and the precious and enduring recollections that
their blood was poured out in the defense of constitutional liberty.
The artillery of the enemy equaled ours, while he had a chosen posi-

tion and choice of ground in his retrograde movement. A flank move
early in the day would probably have been decisive, and the victory
full and complete. The action was prematurely brought on by the ad-
vance some two hours before' daylight, during which time the usual sup-
ply of battery ammunition was nearly exhausted and the temper of the
troops severely tried. Delays ensued and the enemy commenced his
retreat.

Under all the circumstances it was a handsome affair, and the enemy
will long remember his losses, disappointment, and narrow escape from
capture.
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General Corcoran and the troops are entitled to my warmest appro-
bation for the brilliant achievement contributed by them to the cause
of the Government.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-Oeneral.
Col. D. T. Van Bueen,

Assistant Adjutant- General, Seventh Army Corps.

[Addenda.]

Return of Casualties in the Union forces engaged at the Deserted House, or Kelly's Store, Va.,

January 30, 1863.

[Compiled from nominal list of casnaltiea, returns, etc.]

Comm^id.

13th Indiana Infantry
7tli Maasachnsetta Battery
Gth Massachosetts Infantry
69th New York Infantry [N. G. A.]
112th New York Infantry
130th New York Infantry
155th New York Infantry
lG4th New York Infantry
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry
165th Pennsylvania Infantry
167th Pennsylvania Infantry
4th TJ. S. Artillery, Batteiy D

Total.

Killed. "Wounded.
Captured
or missing.

3 1

12
10
11

17
2

29
5
4

2(1

5

10
ii;

OMcers tOUd.—Lieut. Edward D. Sawtell, Sixth Massachusetts ; Capt. Eowley P. Taylor, One hun-

dred and thirtieth New York.
, , , . i XI T, 1

MoTlaUy wounded.—Col. Charles A. Knoderer, One hundred and sixty-seventh Pennsylvania.

Suffolk, January 30, 1863.

Three of FoUett's guns have arrived ; two of tliem disabled by ina-

bility to get shells down ; one of his limbers exploded. Our loss about

100 My extra force had arrived at the latest ; also Colonel Foster.

The enemy had fallen back from 3 to 4 miles since daylight, contesting

different positions. I have repeatedly guarded against being led too

far away in case of success. It has been a- hard night and day, but 1

feel sure that we have a victory. One of the churches has been pre-

pared for the wounded.
Prisoners say that battery horses were nearly exhausted and the

guns were moved by hand at intervals. Some guns will probably be

^^^^^^- JOHN J. PECK,
Major-Qeneral.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe.



136 NORTH' CAROLINA' ANI> S. E. VIRGINIA. [Cimi-. xxx.

No. 2.

Report of Brig. Gen. Michael Corcoran, U. S. Army.

Headquarters Cokcoran's Irish Legion,
Suffolk, Va., February 1, 18G3.

Major : I have the honor to report that, in oompliance with orders

received from Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, at 9.30 p. m. on Thursday the

29th ultimo 1 proceeded to take coinmand of the troops designated for

tlje expedition to attack the rebel force under General Eoger A. Pryor.

Arriving at the point previously arranged for the rendezvous of our
troops at 12 o'clock I found most of the regiments already on the ground
or had passed them on their march thereto.

At 1 a. m. on Friday, the 30th, everything being in readiness I com-
menced the march in the order according to the annexed supplement.
I continued the march until, arriving near the jSTansemond County Poor
House, I ordered a halt for about ten minutes, after which we jiroceeded
on toward the Deserted House.
About 1 mile from the latter place our advance guard, at 3.20 a. m.,

met the enemy's pickets posted in strong force on the road and in the
woods. They were promptly charged^ some being killed and others
taken prisoners. The charge was continued by two companies of Colonel
Spear's cavalry up to the enemy's front, who were drawn up in line

of battle. I pushed forward Captain Follett's battery of the Fourth
U. S. Artillery, supported by the Thirteenth Eegiment Indiana Yolun-
teers, and two sections of Captain Davis' (Seventh Massachusetts) bat-
tery, supported by the One hundred and thirtieth New York Volunteers.
They gained an open space in front of the enemy, whose camp-fires were
burning. The other regiments of the command, which were in line of
battle along the south side of the road, were ordered to lie down when
the artillery firing commenced.
Captain Follett's battery first opened at 3.40 a. m. on the north side

of the road, and the enemy immediately replied with twelve pieces, some
of which were of a larger caliber than our own. Captain Davis took
])osjtion on the south side of the road, and our own guns and the en-
emy's kept up an incessant and very rapid fire until 6 a. m.
At about 5.15 a. m. I gave orders for the infantry to adyance. This

order, twice repeated, was not promptly executed, through cause which
I reported verbally to the major-general yesterday. On learning this
I immediately ordered an advance a third time and went in person to
the One hundred and sixty-seventh Eegiment Pennsylvania Militia and
sent orders to the regiments in the rear to advance in succession in the
order of battle previously assigned. I found the One hundred and
sixty-seventh without a single field ofiicer. The colonel, I afterward
learned with regret, was seriously, if not mortally wounded, and the
lieutenant-colonel and major had their horses killed under them apd
were temporarily hurt, i asked if there was any ofticer present who
would take command of the regiment. The adjutant promptly re-

sponded and used all exertions to get the men forward, but did not
succeed. They became a confused mass, mixed uj) with other regi-
ments, and filled up the entire road, leaving it impassable and creating
a temporary confusion among some other regiments in the rear. The
lieutenant-colonel came up to me about this time and requested per-
mission to take Ms regiment to the rear in order to restorp conflc^ence
and have them reformed. I became convinced this must be -done, and
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consequeutly ordered tbe Sixty-ninth Regiment New York National
(luards (who behaved throughout with admirable steadiness, although
sufiering severely from the enemy's shell) and the One hundred and
fifty-lifth New York Volunteers to take position in line of battle about
800 paces in the rear and stop any of the command from retiring be-
yond that point. One company of Spear's cavalry was placed on the
road for a similar purpose. I rode down to see this order executed, and
on returning to the front in company with Colonel Spear, at 5.40 a. m.,
determined to charge the enemy with the bayonet, and ordered two
pieces of artillery to be placed on the road and formed the Thirteenth
Indiana and One hundred and thirtieth New York on the right and left,

strongly supported by Spear's cavalry. These orders were promptly
attended to, and at G a. m. they all moved forward under command of
Colonel Spear. I ordered up the other regiments and formed them in
successive lines of battle.

The enemy rapidly retreated at our apparent approach, and were
vigorously pursued until our infantry advance was stopped by thick
woods and marsh. On the concentration of our forces at this point I

ordered the One hundred and thirtieth New York Volunteers to be
thrown forward as skirmishers on each side of the road and a portion
of Spear's cavalry to recounoiter on the road, who soon reported the
enemy's artillery strongly posted about 2 miles in front. Our skir-

mishers here were under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Thorp,
and continued to advance steadily. The enemy on perceiving them
came forward with their peculiar yell to dislodge them, but were quickly
driven back with much loss. They tried this three times with the
same result. Lieutenant-Colonel Thorp acted bravely and exhibited
much coolness and good judgment. Two pieces of Captain Davis' bat-

tery, supported by the Sixty- ninth New York National Guards, mean-
while took position on the road and opened on the enemy.

It may be necessary for me to state that from 5.30 a. ni. tiie re-

mainder of our artillery were almost entirely without ammunition.
The men of the command had eaten nothing up to this time, 10.15 a. m.,

and had made a rapid march. I therefore ordered a halt for the pur-

pose of giving them time for breakfast and awaiting fresh supplies of

ammunition. I consulted the colonels and chiefs of commands and
decided to endeavor to take the enemy in flank by moving along the

old Franklin road.

At about 11 a. m. Colonel Foster reported to me, and I immediately

placed him in command of the entire infantry. Soon after, the One
hundred and twelfth Eegiment New York Volunteers and three pieces

of tbe Second Wisconsin Battery, with a fresh supply of artillery am-

munition, reported. My thanks are due to these commands for the

prompt manner in which they marched to the scene of action and the

desire they manifested to join in the pursuit of the enemy. The two

howitzers attached to the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry were present

and were brought to bear on the enemy while on their retreat in the

morning.
At 12 m. everything was in readiness and I altered the former de-

termination and decided to attack the enemy in front, and again moved
forward for that purpose, leaving the One hundred and twelfth New
York Volunteers, two pieces of the Second Wisconsin Battery, and two

companies of Spear's cavalry to hold the Deserted House. The euemy

had commenced his retreat. We pursued with all possible haste toward

Carrsville. At Pecosin Creek the Thirteenth Indiana Volunteers, as

skirmishers, came up with their rear guard, strongly posted on the
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opposite bank, and a sharp skirmish ensued. Our artillery was quickly

placed in position and opened, receiving no reply. After a few min-

utes I ordered the artillery to cease fife and Colonel Spear to charge
the enemy across the bridge, which he did in his usual gallant and fear-

less manner. He continued on nearly 2 miles beyond Oarrsville and
returned, reporting the enemy entirely out of sight.

I then concluded that all attempts to get them to engage were useless,

and therefore farther pursuit unnecessary. Major Wheelan, with six

companies of Dodge's New York Mounted Eifles, reported at this time

and was immediately assigned to duty. We returned toward Suffolk,

halting at the Deserted House at C p. m. to give the men time for rest

and food.

Details were ordered to bury those of the enemy's dead who, in their

flight, were left on the field, and among whom was a lieutenant, as in-

dicated by his uniform.

We fired, according to Captain FoUett's official report, 1,140 rounds
of shot and shell, and the ground occupied by the enemy was strewn
with dead soldiers, horses, broken rammers, sponges, knapsacks, and
cartridge-boxes; and innumerable pools of blood on the roadside and in

the woods gave full proof of the immense havoc our artOlery created

during the night engagement. I ascertained, from information received

on the way to Carrsville, that 25 wagons were believed to have been
impressed for the purpose, and were driven off filled with their killed

and wounded. I visited a large farm house occupied by Mrs. Mulhol-
land, which they had used as one of their hospitals. Both floors of the
building were covered with blood and pieces of bone and flesh. My in-

formant told me that 40 wounded hadbeen there, among whom were 4 offi-

cers. A prisoner asserts that our first shell killed one of their colonels.

The Thirteenth Indiana Volunteers, with its accomplished lieutenant-

colonel, I found ever ready to obey all orders promptly and cheerfully,

and did signal service. Of the Sixty-ninth New York National Guards
and the One hundred and fifty-fifth New York Volunteers, as they be-
long to my own command, I do not desire to speak as flatteringly as
they deserve. What I have a right to say of Colonel Spear, command-
ing the cavalry, would scarcely add to his already high reputation as
one of the most accomplished officers in the service, a thorough disciplin-

arian, and one who does not know what fear is. He led every charge
in person, and I found him, his lieutenant-colonel, majors, adjutant, and
other officers and entire command ever ready to perform every duty
assigned them with the greatest alacrity. His perfect knowledge of the
country was of incalculable service to me.

Colonel Foster is also too well known to the major-general for me to
endeavor to elevate his military character beyond that very high stand-
ard he has already earned and attained. I must, however, state that
lie fully maintained this character and rendered me most efficient serv-
ice from the time of his arrival.

Captain Follett, as chief of artillery, acted with great judgment, and
liimself and officers, as also Captain Davis and officers and the men of
both batteries, cannot be spoken of too highly for their coolness and
indomitable courage during such a severe engagement.

I was most ably assisted by Captain Blodgett, my assistant adjutant-
general ; Lieutenant Tracey, my aide-de-camp, and Lieutenants Hughes
and Winterbotham, detailed on my staff'. They carried my orders and
messages everywhere under the most galling fire, and all are alike de-
serving of the highest praise and commendation. Captain Blodgett
was slightly wounded in the left knee by a piece of shell.

I also desire to mention the excellent soldierly qualities ofPrivateJames
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Collins, Company E, of Colonel Spear's regiment, who was detailed to
me as orderly.

For specific accounts of meritorious conduct of subordinate officers
who did not come under my own observation I beg leave to refer you to
accompanying reports.

Dr. Hand, the medical director at this post, was present and directed
tlie transportation of our wounded and relieved and prevented much suf
i'ering. Dr. Dwyer, surgeon of the Sixty -ninth, took charge of the build-
ing occupied as our hospital, and, with the assistance of Dr. Nolan, sur-
geon of the One hundred and fifty-fifth, and Assistant Surgeons Ewen,
Spencer, Fawcett and others, rendered good service in that department.
Quartermaster Cooke, of the One hundred and fifty-fifth New York

Volunteers, was placed in command of the transportation and gave
most perfect satisfaction.

The number of prisoners taken by us has not been generally men-
tioned in the official reports to me, but I believe them to be about 30.

Onr total loss is as follows :
•
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Evily ; train ; one section Seventh Massachusetts Battery, under com-

mand of Lieutenant ;
Sixty-ninth Eegiment Kew York National

Guards, under command of Colonel Murphy, and two companies Elev-

enth Pennsylvania Cavalry, under Major Cornog.

No. 3.

Report of Col. Bamuel P. Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Hdqrs. Eleventh Pennsylvania Vol. Cavalky,
Cam-p Suffolk, Va., February 1, 1863. •

Sir: Inclosed herewith I have the honor to ti-ansmit a list of the

killed and wounded in an engagement in which my regiment was en-

gaged for thirteen hours, being three hours and eleven minutes under

a most tremendous fire of shot and shell from the enemy's heavy guns.

This is the fifth heavy engagement that the regiment has taken an

active part in since October 1, 18G2, in the vicinity of Blackwater.

The recent battle took place on the morning of the 30th of January,

1863, at the Deserted House, 9 miles west of Suffolk, Va. The enemy
consisted of 16 pieces of heavy artillery, 1,200 cavalry, and 6 regi-

ments of infantry. Our force was 12 pieces of artillery, 5 regments

of infantry, and my regiment, the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry. The
cavalry opened the engagement by a charge on the enemy's pickets,

and was from that moment till the end, as before stated, constantly in

the hottest of the battle. Lieut. Col. George Stetzel and Majs. Samuel
Wetherill and George' T. Cornog were present with the regiment and
rendered prompt and valuable services during the entire engagement.
The non-commissioned officers and men performed their duty in excel-

lent style, and during a crashing fire they proved an ornament to the

service and an hoDor to their State. It will be seen by the inclosed list

that Capt. Albert J. Ackerly had his horse killed by a piece of a shell,

and that Capt. John B. Loomis and my adjutant, A. A. Menzies, had
their horses instantly killed by a heavy shot. My own horse was seri-

ously and perhaps mortally wounded by a shot in the breast.

Both otticers and men are worthy of the highest commendation for

their coolness, courage, and undaunted bravery.

I most respectfully rerjuest that permission may be granted to have
inscribed upon tlie regimental colors the words, "Blackwater" and "De-
serted House."

I am, sir, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. SPEAK,
Colonel, Eleventh Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry.

Hon. Eli ShWT^n, Secretary of State.

No. 4.

Report of Col. William McEvily, One hundred and fifty fifth New Yorlc

Infantry.

Suffolk, Va., January 31, 1863.

Sir : In compliance with Special Orders, No. 31, from general head-
quarters, I herewith furnish for the information of the brigadier-general

commanding a detailed account of the expedition in which the regiment
under my command was engaged on the 30th instant

:
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In accordance with orders received the regiment fell in at 12 o'clock
midnight and marched for the signal station on the South Quay road,
a short distance from which, farther on, it came up with the rear of the
rest of the forces composing the expedition, under command ofBrigadier-
General Corcoran, and proceeded with them to within about half a mile
of the place known as the Deserted House, where the regiment was
drawn up in line of battle, heavy firing in the front having announced
that we had got up with the enemy and that an engagement had com-
menced. In this spot we remained within range of the rebel artillery,

exposed to occasional danger from the discharge of shot and shell, the
men of my command behaving with a coolness and self-possession sel-

dom evinced by volunteers under a first fire.

Here a temporary confusion was created among the soldiers of my
command by the One hundred and sixty-seventh Pennsylvania and the
Sixth Massachusetts Regiments falling back in disorder upon them, but
Irom this they soon recovered and remained steady in line until 6 a. m.,

when an order was received to advance, which was complied with, and
the regiment was again formed in line of battle on the other side and
within half a mile south of the Deserted House. At this time the com-
panies were mustered to ascertain if any casualties had occurred, when
it was found that there was 1 man of the One hundred aud sixty-fourth

Regiment (two companies of which were attached to my regiment in

lieu of Companies D aud K on duty at the time the regiment was or-

dered out. Company K being on picket duty and D detailed to garrison

Fort Halleck) killed; 2 men of Company B, of my regiment, wounded,

and 5 reported missing.

From this position we then followed the enemy, who was retreating,

some 5 or 6 miles, when, in consequence of renewed firing in our front,

the regiment was once more formed in line of battle, soon after which,

the firing having ceased, I was ordered to return with my command
to the Deserted House, where I arrived about C p. m. and remained

till 9 o'clock, the mei^resting and refreshing themselves after the fatigue

they had undergone. From here I was ordered to Suflblk, for wbicli

place I marched with my regiment and arrived at 1 a. m. on 31st instant.

1 must particularly mention the valuable assistance rendered me
throughout the whole time the engagement lasted by Major Flood,

whose services principally conduced to the restoration of order and

confidence when the regiment had been thrown into coufusion by the

One hundred and sixty-seventh Pennsylvania and Sixth Massachusetts

Regiments.
1 would also make favorable mention of Captain Byrne and the sol-

diers under him, whose anxiety to get into action was such that it was

with difficulty they were restrained from charging on the rebel batteries.

I should do an injustice to the gallant men composing the two companies

of the One hundred and sixty-fourth Regiment attached to the One

hundred and fifty-fifth if I omitted to mention the brave and steady

manner in which they behaved.
^ . ,,

From the bearing of all the officers and men engaged in the aflair

and the coolness and intrepidity displayed by them during the time it

lasted I feel confident that they possess all those qualities necessary to

make good and efficient soldiers, and of their willingness to display the

same whenever occasion ofi'ers.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

WM. McEVILY,
Col, Gomdg. One hundred and ffty-fifth Begt. New Yorlc VoU.

CapL J. J. Blodgett, A. A. G.
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No. 5.

Report of Brig. Gen. Roger A. Pryor, C. S. Army.

Headquaetees Forces on the Blackwatek,
February 4, 1863.

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the

fight at Kelly's Store on the 30th ultimo

:

With the design of subsisting my command as largely as possible

within the enemy's lines, on the 25th ultimo I crossed the Blackwater

on a foraging expedition. The detachment consisted of the regiments

of Cols. [Robert C] Trigg, [J. J.J McMahon, and [Thomas] Poage ; 150

men of Col. [W. C] Claiborne's [Seventh Confederate] Cavalry
;
[Capt.

J. C] Coit's, and a section, respectively, of [Capt. S. T.] Wright's and
Capt. Louis H.] Webb's batteries. Subsequently I directed Maj.

S. P.] McOonnell to join me with a part of [H. A.J Edmundson's bat-

talion and a section of S. Taylor Martin's battery. The entire force

did not exceed 1,800 of all arms.
The evening of the 25th I bivouacked at Somerton. Informed of the

presence of the enemy's cavalry at Gatesville, some 12 miles distant, I

dispatched Lieut. Col. [V. H.] Taliaferro that night with 100 mounted
men to beat up their quarters ; but they were appraised of his ap-

proach, and despite the (iclerity of his march they continued to escape

by a circuitous route to Suffolk.

The 26th I moved from Somerton to Holland's Store, where I was
detained three days by inclement weather.
On the 29th I resumed my march, and that evening about 5 o'clock 1

reached Kelly's Store, on the direct road from Franklin to Sufi'olk, dis-

tant from the former 12 miles, from the latter scarcely 9. Apprehend-
ing a probable attack, I disposed ray force in such manner as to be pre-

pared for any contingency. I preferred to approach Kelly's by the road
from Kinsale Swamp, because it conducted toward the enemy by a direct

instead of an oblique march, and because, being covered on either side by
an extensive and impenetrable jpogr/tosia, it protected nve against the pos-

sibility of a flank attack, except through certain obscure pathways, which
a small force would suffice to block up. At Kelly's the road divides

—

one fork leading directly to Suffolk, the other turning almost i)erpendic-

ularly to the left and sweeping around by Ely's and Providence Church.
A hundred or two paces from the store both roads are intersected by a
swamp, but it opposes scarcely any obstruction to the passage of troops.

The store stands In an open field ofconsiderable extent, inclosed on either

side by a thick pine growth reaching to both roads at the point where
they traverse the swamp. The wood in rear of the field, about 1 mile
from the swamp, I occupied with the regiments of McMahon and Poage,
deployed on both sides of the road. One battalion of Trigg's regiment
was in the pines on the left, a little in advaitce of Poage's, the other on
the right, a little in advance of McMahon. The batteries I destined to

sweep the field in case the enemy should cross the swamp. A section
of 6-i)ounders I advanced to within 300 yards of the store, one gun being
on either side of the road. Some 400 yards to the rear and on either side
of the road I placed a rifled piece and howitzer. This was Coit's battery.

Wright's section, consisting of a rifled gun and howitzer, was in position

on the left of the road and in line with Coit's rearmost pieces. Edmund-
son's battalion, with a section of Martin's and a section of Webb's bat-

teries, were held in reserve some three-quarters of a mile in rear of the
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main body, and were so posted as to observe the two by-paths which there
intersect the Kelly road, the one communicating with the railway and
the other with the Carrsville road on the left. The cavalry were em-
ployed in outpost duty, a strong picket being stationed on both roads
some distance beyond the swamp. A company of infantry was also
placed on each road immediately at the swamp. Hardly were these dis-
positions completed when the vedettes in advance of the cavalry outposts
encountered and drove back a small scouting party from Suffolk. An-
ticipating an attack during the night by a large force of cavalry, I pre-
pared au ambuscade by posting 100 sharpshooters on the direct road a
mile beyond the swamp. As was expected, about 3 o'clock the enemy's
cavalry approached the men in ambush and received a volley which
emptied many a saddle and threw the column into confusion. They
rallied, however, and were saluted with another destructive fire. The
infantry behind then engaged my skirmishers, who, being overpowered
by numbers, were obliged to recross the swamp. Here they were again
placed in ambush, and again theypoured a deadly volley into the enemy's
cavalry at a distance of 10 paces. Meanwhile the enemy's whole force
pressed on across the swamp.
At this moment I reached the spot and immediately directed Captain

Coit to open with his advance section. He was anticipated by the enemy,
who had already gotten a couple ofmountain howitzers in position . The
ground being favorable to the action of the enemy's cavalry, I appre-
hended some peril to the pieces in advance, and accordingly after a few
rounds I retired them on a line with the other sections. All my artillery,

except the reserve under Captain Martin, was nowengaged. The enemy,
too, had brought up his batteries, and there ensued and was maintained
for two hours as furious a cannonade as I have ever witnessed. It was
now 4 o'clock precisely; by 6 o'clock the enemy's advance was decisively

checked and all his guns silenced, except a single piece which discharged
an occasional shot with feeble effect.

At this moment word was brought me from various sources that the

cars were running and were accumulating troops in rear ofmy rightflank.

This information obliged me to move my main force to the point occu-

pied by the reserve in order to prevent the enemy debouching on my flank

and rear. Accordingly 1 directed the infantry to retire by successive bat-

talions and the artillery by alternate sections. The movement was exe-

cuted with perfect deliberation and without the least annoyance. The
reserve,now become the advance, was re-enforced and arranged in a skirt

of woods behind the field, about 400 paces in width, which the enemy in

his approachwould be obliged to traverse. Skirmishers werethrown for-

ward to the right and left. The artillery was disposed on the edge of a

field in such order as to rake the road and sweep every foot of the field.

The position was sufficiently strong, and we awaited the approach of the

enemy if he should prove in a mood to renew the fight. After the lapse

of nearly an hour their cavalry appeared in the woods on the opposite

side ofthe field. A single dischargeof spherical case sent them scamper-

ing away. Next they brought up a howitzer, but after three rounds that

also was disabled and withdrawn. Their infantry then issued from the

woods across the field with the evident design of charging our batteries,

but being confronted by our skirmishers and assailed by storm of case

and canister they broke and ran in the utmost confusion, nor did they

rallv again. My line of skirmishers was advanced and scouts were sent

forward to ascertain the enemy's presence, but they were not to be

found. They were beaten and had fled toward Suffolk. Despite our

inferior force and deficiency in cavalry I resolved on pursuit, and had
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issued orders accordingly, when I received the embarrassing informa

tion that the artillery ammunition was exhausted. In this circum-

stance no alternative was left me but to return toward our base of

supply. After remaining on the field from 8 until 1 o'clock (five hours)

without seeing or hearing of the enemy we retired leisurely, marching
3 miles in so many hours, and exempt from all interruption until we
reached Kinsale Swamp, when the enemy's cavalry attempted a dash
on our rear guard. He was promptly repulsed and severely chastised.

We proceeded to Carrsville and bivouacked 6 miles from the field of

battle.

The fortunate issue of this engagement, maintained against such su-

]>erior force (the enemy's force being fully 8,000), I attribute to the

favor of Providence and the superb valor of the troops ofmy command.
For four hours the infantry lay under a terrific storm of shell, case, and
canister, and yet hardly a man abandoned his place in the ranks. But
the chief glory of the fight must be accorded to the artillery. To the
rapidity and effect of their fire, the firmness with which they held their

l)osition and maintained the fight against more numerous and heavier
batteries and under the menace of a charge by cavalry and infantry,

is due the decisive repulse sustained by the enemy.
When all discharged their duty so admirably it is difficult to distin-

guish particular merit in individuals ; but I could not acquit myself of

injustice if I omitted to recall the services of Captains Coit, Martin, and
Wright. By their gallantry and judicious conduct these ofBcers im-
))arted tbe noblest spirit and the greatest efficiency to their respective
commands and contributed chiefly to the successful event of the day.
The casualties in the command were few, but among them I have to

lament the death of Colonel Poage, of the Fiftieth, and Capt. [Thomas
P.] Dobyns and Lieut. [John S.] Lacy, of the Fifty-fourth Virginia Vol-
unteers, all courageous and capable officers. Persons with the best
opportunities of information report the enemy's loss to exceed 300 in

killed and wounded. My own dead and wounded were brought from
the field, except the few who fell in the fight across the swamp and who
were lost in the thickness of the woods and the darkness of the night.

In conclusion I have to commend the conduct of my staff: Of Capt.
[W. H.] Whitner, assistant adjutant-general, whose zeal, gallantry, and
intelligence are worthy of all praise; of my aide, Lieut. [C] McOann,
who exhibited his usual activity and reckless audacity of courage, and
of Messrs. McMuUen and Barnes, who were equally fearless anil ener-
getic, in communicating my orders and directing their execution.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
liOGER A. PEYOR,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Capt. Geoege G. Gakeison,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Indoraemont.]

Headquarters Department of North Carolina,
Goldshorough, N. C, February 10, 1863.

I have the honor to forward the report of General E. A. Pryor, in-

closing with it the list of killed and wounded. It is with pleasure 1 call
the attention of the War Department to the successful defense' of the
lines of the Blackwater. Although I have never been able to place an
adequate force on the line, yet by defensive works and constant vigi-
lance it has been held since July last against a force often five or six
times our numbers. Three times in heavy columns they have tried to
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force a passage and have in each instance been repulsed, and our forceshave constantly traversed the counties on the left bank and drawn there-from most of their own supplies. Col. C. Leventhorpe, the former com-mander of the lines, and General Pryor both deserve commendation
lor their successful defense of that frontier with their small commands

S. G. FEENCH,
Major-General, Commanding.

[Addenda.]

Return of Catualties in the Brigade commanded by Brig. Gen. Roger A. Pryor, in engagement
at Kelly's Store, Va. j ' y y

[Compiled from nominal lists on file]
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likely to be brought against them, and that they arc most earnestly de-

sired by Major Bartholomew. I would also recommend a further supply

of axes and shovels, as the want of these tools prevents Major Barthol-

omew from availing himself fully of the services of the contrabands in

his command.
Upon the Long Acre road the picket is stationed at the ditch, about

three-quarters of a mile from the custom-house, with an outer picket of

5 men half a mile in advance at the junction of the road with the Lee's

Mill road. At this point there is a blockade of trees fallen across the

road.

Upon the Columbia road the picket is established just west of the

bridge, crossing Coneby Creek, about two miles from the custom house.

This bridge is taken up each night and' affords an easy and sure de-

fense, as the creek is very deep.

Upon the Jamesville road the picket is at the ditch, about 1 mile from

the custom-house, and a cavalry vedette is stationed about half a mile

in advance.
Upon inquiring as to the probable force and location of the enemy,

I learned from Major Bartholomew that he, in company with Commo-
dore Flusser, had, on January 30, made a reconnaissance as far as

Jamesville on the gunboat Commodore Perry, shelling the woods at

various points but finding no signs of the presence .of the enemy. It was
the opinion of Major Bartholomew that the position and strength of the

enemy was as follows: Two companies of the Seventeenth ]Sorth Caro-

lina Eegiment at Eainbow Bluff witJi two field pieces; the remainder
of that regiment, with four field pieces, in the vicinity of the bluff, any-
where between Hamilton and Williamston ; four companies of infantry

some 7 miles northwest of Washington, and the remainder of their regi-

ment at or near Greenville ; three companies of cavalry scouting any-
where between the Tar and Eoanoke Rivers.
A cavalry scout to Ward's Bridge, some 4 miles from town, failed to

discover any signs of rebel scouts, though they learned that jiarties of
two or three cavalrymen had been seen in that vicinity within a week.
Commodore Flusser arrived on the evening of the 2d of February,

and after consultation I arranged to go with my regiment on his three
gunboats to Williamston, starting the next morning at 7 o'clock and
landing at Williamston or Jamesville as might be thought best—the
landing party to be supported by three boat howitzers and their crews,
under command of Lieutenant Furness, of the Valley City. On the fol-

lowing morning a drifting snow-storm rendered any advance by land
or water impossible; the impassable state of the roads also prevented
an expedition to Windsor to confiscate bacon packed for rebel use.

On Friday, February G, finding that no coal could be furnished to our
transport by the Navy and that my pioneers were unable to supply the
requisite quantity of wood, I was obliged to send out some 3 miles to
buy and draw some dry wood belonging to Mr. Harrison, a loyal man
living on the Long Acre road. Before starting the wagons Major Bar-
tholomew told me that he had good reason to believe that many of the
inhabitants upon that road had abused their protection papers by smug-
gling out salt in larger quantities than they needed for home consump-
tion; that they had packed large stores of bacon intended for the use
of the rebel troops; that he thought an examination and confiscation of
a portion of their bacon, if found in such large quantities, would be de-
sirable. I therefore took four of my companies and went some 13 miles
out, taking on the way the horses, mules, and carts to transport the
pork if found. I examined the farms of the persons suspected, and
finding from two to three tons of bacon took from four of them 3,385
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pounds, leaving much, for want of transportation, which I think would
I)roperly have been brought away. This bacon, with 22 horses and
mules and 16 carts, I handed over to Major Bartholomew, leaving it to

his judgment to return any of the horses and carts to persons in whose
loyalty he had confidence, and directing him to see that quartermaster's
receipts for the property taken should be given to the parties, in ordei

that if they could rebut the testimony with regard to their sympathy
and aid for the rebel cause they might receive payment from the Gov-
ernment.
On Sunday morning, being informed by the captain of our transport

that unless we started then he would be obliged to lay at Plymouth until

coal was found him, and my rations not being sufficient for over two days
longer, I left Plymouth that afternoon, and after anchoring at Roanoke
for coal, arrived here on the evening of Tuesday, February 10.

Yours, with respect,

FEANCIS L. LEE,
Colonel, Comdg. Forty-fourth Regt. Mass. Vol. Militia.

Capt. Andbew Stetvaet,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

P. S.—Inclosed please find instructions received from headquarters

relative to the movement above stated.

[Indorsement.]

Headquaeteks Eighteenth Aemy Cokps,
JVew Berne, N. G., February 15, 1863.

Approved and respectfully forwarded.
' H. W. WESSELLS,

Brigadier- General Volunteers, Commanding.

[Inolosure.]

Hdqks. Dept. of Noeth Caeolina, 18th a. C,
New Berne, January 31 , 1863.

Col. Feancis L. Lee,
Comdg. Forty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia :

Colonel : You will embark your command to-morrow morning at

7 o'clock on the steamer Northerner and proceed directly to Plymouth,

"V C
^
The Massasoit will be at the wharf at the foot of Middle street for

the purpose of transferring your regiment to the Northerner.

Open your arrival at that place you will assume command of the

post, and immediately after consultation with Captain Flusser, U. S.

Navy, and Major Bartholomew, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volun-

teers, take the necessary steps to drive in the enemy's pickets.

It is reported here that the enemy is in force (about 1,000) at James-

\ille. Should you find this report corroborated by the information you

may receive at Plymouth, you will advance on that place and whip the

enemy ; and if upon consultation with the above officers it should be

deemed advisable you are authorized to advance as far as Williamston.

It is necessary that the advance should be made very shortly after

your arrival, so that the enemy may not receive information of your

arrival at the place, and you are therefore advised to close the lines.

Captain Flusser, U. S. Navy, will furnish you with some boat howit-

zers and prews, and he, as well as Major Bartholomew, are strongly lec-

omciend^4 to yon frpni tbeir long experience at the post.
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Much of course must be left to your own discretion, and the greatest

confidence is placed in your judgment and abilities. The general's de-

sire is to drive the enemy back and prevent their annoying our forces

at Plymouth.
Yours, very respectfully,

SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

FEBRUAEY 2, 1863.—Destruction of Salt-Works at Wale's Head, Currituck

Beach, N. C!

Report of Gapt. Francis E. Porter, Eighth Massachusetts Infantry.

Headquarters,
Boanolce Island, February 5, 1863.

Captain : Pursuant to information received from you in your com-

munication of December 29, 1862, of there being salt-works im operation

on Currituck Beach, I on the 2d instant went -with a force of 90 men
on the United States steamer Halifax and succeeded in destroying the

same, together with about 100 bushels of salt, without opposition. These
same works are located at a place called Wale's Head and have before

been destroyed by our forces, but were rebuilt and in fall operation and,

1 should say, were manufacturing salt at the rate of about 50 bushels

per day. My expedition was a perfect success.

Trusting my actions may meet your approbation, I am, captain, re-

spectfully, your obedient servant,
F. E. PORTER,

Captain, Commanding Fast.

Capt. John F. Anderson,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, New Berne, N. C.

FEBRUARY 5, 1863.—Skirmish near Olive Branch Church, Va.

Report ofMaj. Christopher Kleinz, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Camp Magruder,
Near Williamsburg, February 5, ISe."!.

Colonel : I have the honor to report that in obedience to instruc-

tions I proceeded this morning in command of the second and third

squadrons, numbering in all 156 men, to make a reconnaissance of the
country as far as Twelve Mile Ordinary. Arriving at Fort Magruder 1

was joined by 26 men, under Lieutenant Williamson, and from thence
to William and Mary College; here I detached the third squadron, under
Captain Stetson, with orders to take the Jamestown road and scout that
portion of the country around by Green Spring farm ; to come in by
Centreville, and send me word as to his arrival down to the junction of

the Centreville and Richmond roads, where I, "with the remaining part
of my force, was waiting.

During the interval I sent Lieutenant Williamson on with bis com-
mand toward York River, some 5 miles, who on returning reported no
sign of an enemy. On receiving word of Captain Stetson's arrival at

Centreville I marched to Six Mile Ordinary, where I was joined by Cap-
tain Stetson, who reported no traces of the enemy in the direction from
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which he came. With my whole force I now proceeded up the Eich-
mond Boad to Mrs. Pickett's gate, where the advance guard came on the
enemy's pickets, which they gallantly drove in, capturing 1 prisoner^d

I
who] in their hasty retreat left part of their arms, blankets, and a

Virginia dinner at Olive Branch Church, where their reserve of 8 men
was posted), and pursued them 2 miles beyond Twelve Mile Ordinary.
In accordance with instructions I halted my main force at the Ordi-

nary, and finding no force near, and from information received believ-
ing none to be nearer than Diascund Bridge, I returned with my com-
mand and prisoners to camp.

I am, colonel, your obedient servant,

C. KLEINZ,
Major.

Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, Comdg. Fifth Pa. Cav.

FEBRUARY 6-21, 1863.—Transfer of Ninth Army Corps from the Army of
the Potomac to Newport News, Va.

Itinerary of the Ninth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. William F. Smiiii,, U. S.
Army, commanding, February C-28.*

Fehruury 6.—In accordance, with orders from corps headquarters the
Third Division struck tents on the Eappahannock Eiver, near Falmouth,
and proceeded by cars to Aquia Creek and thence by transports to Fort
Monroe, where it arrived on the 10th ; thence it proceeded to Newport
News.
February 9.—The Second Division struck tents near Falmouth ; took

cars for Aquia Creek, and transports from thence to Newport News,
where it arrived on the 11th. The artillery of this division, having been
landed at Hampton on the 15th, joined at Newport News on the 21st.
February 10.—The First Division left camp on the Eappahannock and

iroceeded by cars and transports to Newport News.

FEBRUARY 7, 1863.—Skirmish at Olive Branch Church, Va.

REPORTS.

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, U. S. Army, commanding Fourth Army Corps.

No. 2. —Maj. Christopher Kleinz, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

No. :i.—Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, C. S. Army.
No. 4.—Col. William B. Tahh, Fifty-ninth Virginia Infantry.

No. 1.

Reports q/" Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, U. S. Army, commanding Fourth
Army Corps.

Headquarters Fourth Corps,
Torlctown, February 8, 1803.

General : A squadron of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, which
left on a reconnaissance yesterday afternoon, encountered a force of

' From Corps Return for February, 1863.
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rebel cavalry and infantry at Burnt Ordinary, about 25 miles above

here. After a short conflict our squadron retired, having lost several

ofiacers and men. I will report in detail as soon as I learn the facts.

E. D. KETES,
Major- General.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, Fort Monroe.

YoEKTOWN, February 9, 1863.

The report of particulars has not come in. I would rather delay a

little than report an exaggerated loss before the stragglers return.

Rumor now places it about 23. The of&cer in command exceeded his

instructions by going to Burnt Ordinary when he was directed to go

only to Six Mile Ordinary. I am going up to examine in person before

I give the facts.

E. D. KEYES,
Major-General.

Major-General Dix.

Headqtjaetees Fotjeth Coeps,
YorMown, February 10, 1863.

Lieut. George Smith and 5 privates reported missing in the recon-

naissance of the 7th instant have come in.
,
Lieutenant Williamson was

killed and Captain Hagemeister and Lieutenants EeinmuUer and Little

were taken prisoners. Five rebel deserters have just come in.

Jjee's brigade of cavalry is reported, on pretty good authority, to be
in l^ing William County, opposite the White House.

B. D. KEYES,
Major- General.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe.

No. 2.

Report of Maj. Christopher Kleinz, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Camp of Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry,
Near Williamsburg, February 8, 1863.

Colonel : I have the honor to make the following report : That dur-
ing your absence yesterday from the regiment—the command having
been turned over to me by you before leaving—three deserters from
enemy came into our lines and delivered themselves to our pickets.
They stated that several more were outside who desired to come in, but
in consequence of the enemy having sent out patrols for the purpose of
discovering and arresting them they were afraid to venture.

Shortly afterward two other deserters came in and delivered them-
selves up, and who corroborated the statement of the others, saying
furthermore that 16 of their men likewise disposed were at Walker's
Mill, 3 miles beyond and to the right of our pickets, on the Kichmond
road ; also that they had heard of 20 of their own men patroling in
front of our lines and in the immediate neighborhood in search of de-
serters, and of whom the men at Walker's Mill were in fear.
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I deemed it necessary to send out a scout to ascertain if there was
any truth in these statements. Accordingly a squadron, composed of
Companies L and M, numbering 84 men, and commanded by Captain
Faith, was sent out with instructions to take the road leading to Walker's
Mill to the right at the Eichmond road picket post, and from Walker's
Mill to proceed to Six Mile Ordinary, and then return to camp via the
Richmond road; in the event of meeting with the enemy's patrol, as

previously mentioned, to capture them if possible.

I have been informed that Captain Faith proceeded as far as Six
Mile Ordinary without discovering any trace of the enemy. He then
ordered his advance guard to proceed 300 or 400 yards beyond, on the
Eichmond road, and halt. This the advance guard proceeded to do,

when they discovered a small patrol in their front. The lieutenant

commanding advance guard sent back to Captain Faith for orders.

Captain Faith, in violation of orders received from me, ordered the

lieutenant to charge and capture them if possible, and that he would
support him.
The enemy fled on the approach of our men, and after being pursued

for 2 miles they took a road leading to the right, our advance guard in hot

pursuit. At this point Captain Faith threw out another advance guard,

upon the direct road, endeavoring to cut off the enemy's retreat. An-
other body of rebels, being either infantry or dismounted cavalry, and
secludedby aravinealongthispartoftheroad, allowed ouradvance guard

to pass them, and as the column was passing poured into them two or

three volleys, emptying about twenty saddles. At the same time a small

body came out of the woods and charged the rear of the column, throw-

ing our main body into confusion, and owing to the unexpectedness of

this fierce attack they could not be rallied until they had retreated to

Six Mile Ordinary, a distance of from 2 to 3 miles. Here they rallied,

charged, and dispersed the pursuing enemy; but in consequence of

their horses being completely worn-out they were unable to take ad-

vantage of the change in our favor.

The number missing at present is 5 officers and 33 men; some of the

latter are supposed to be in the woods, their horses having been shot

and disabled. The enemy's loss, so far as I can ascertain, appears to be

5 killed and 15 wounded.
^^ ,- ,

Immediately on hearing the firing I ordered out one battalion under

Major McCandless to support Captain Faith. On reaching WilUams-

burg they met the retiring party and there halted for further orders.

In the mean time you had arrived in camp and resumed command.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. KLEINZ,
Major.

Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis,
Commanding Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

[Indorsement.]

Headqxtaetees Pennsylvania Cavalky,
Yorlctown, February 9, 18C3.

Eespectfully forwarded to Major-General Dix, commanding depart-

™Captain Faith, who commanded the scouting party, is wounded iu

the face and speaks with dif&culty.
^ r .„

The reconnaissance was not conducted properly, and was in violation

of my general instructions. Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, commanding
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Fifth Pennsylvauia Cavalry, had left for Yorktown on business but a

short time before the party was sent out by Major Kleinz in consequence
of the representations of the deserters. I have heretofore regarded Cap-

tain Faith as an enterprising ofacer, but he and Major Kleinz have in

this instance both allowed themselves to be deceived.

Captain Faith was led into an ambush at a point near Nine Mile Or-

dinary, which is about 21 miles from Torktown.
E. D. KETES,

Major-Oeneral.

No. 3.

Report of Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, G. 8. Army.

Brigade Headqxjaetees,
Ghaffin's Farm, Va., February 10, 1863—12 m.

General : The report of Col. [William B.] Tabb, [Fifty-ninth Vir-

ginia Infantry,] is fully confirmed. On Saturday, the 7th instant, at

about 5 p. m., the enemy advanced in force (about 85 cavalry) up the

Telegraph road and approached near the Olive Branch Church, below
the Burnt Ordinary. Colonel Tabb had about 100 infantry and about
150 cavalry. When the enemy came within short range he fired one
volley of infantry and charged with his cavalry, killing some 7 or 8 and
wounding some 2 or 3, which were captured, and capturing 35 prisoners,

with their horses, arms, accouterments, &c., and pursuing the enemy
down to the Six Mile Ordinary, and there firing severely into them and
putting them to rout. Probably their wounded who escaped amounted
to some 10 or 20 more. Thus the colonel, without the loss or injury of

a mau or horse, succeeded in killing, wounding, and capturing some 50
or GO of the enemy's cavalry—from a fifth to a fourth of bis whole num-
ber. I send to you 35 prisoners, among whom are 1 captain and 2
lieutenants. One lieutenant was killed. These men are chiefly Ger-
mans, of the rascally Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, who destroyed the
records of Charles City County and who burned the buildings, library,

&c., of the venerable William and Mary College. I trust they will be
dealt with accordingly.
Accompanying this is a note from Colonel Tabb. I have approved

of his request to retain the horses, arms, &c., for his cavalry. They
ueed them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY A. WISE,

Brigadier- General.
Major-General Elzet, Commanding, <&c.

No. 4.

Report of Gol. William B. Tabb, Fifty-ninth Virginia Infantry.

Headquaetees,
Biascund Bridge, Va., February 7, 1863.

Gbneeal : I left my encampment here at 10 a. m. to-day and with a
detachment of six companies of cavalry and four of infantry (an aggre-
gate force of 235) moved down the Telegraph road in the direction of
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Williamsburg. At Olive Branch Charch, 1 mile below the Bvirnt Or-
dinary, my advance guard came upon a detachment of the enemy's cav-
alry. The position being favorable I immediately disposed my force in
ambush and awaited their approach. When they had come within
close range I ordered a volley of musketry, and taking advantage of
their confusion charged th^m with my cavalry. They were easily
routed. The pursuit was continued as far as* the Six Mile Ordinary.
The enemy lost 7 killed, 2 wounded, and 36 captured, with their

horses, arms, and equipments. In my command there are no losses or
casualties to report.
My original object was to penetrate the enemy's lines and gain the

rear of the guard force in Williamsburg. My intention having been
discovered, I decided to abandon it for the present and returned to my
intrenchments.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. TABB,
Colonel, Commanding.

Brig. (Jen. H. A. Wise, Commanding, <S;c.

[iDdorsement.]

Febeuaey 8, [1863]—7.30 p. m.

I respectfully forward this excellent report of a successful skirmish
with the enemy without the least loss. Colonel Tabb deserves more
than a word of approval.* May I not send another battalion to re-

enforce him ?

HENEY A. WISE.

FEBEUAEY 12-13, 1863.—Expedition from Batchelder's Creek and skirmish

(13th) at Sandy Eidge, N. C.

Reports of Col. John Bichter Jones, Fifty eighth Pennsylvania Infantry.

Hdqes. Outposts, Camp Fifty-eighth Pa. Vols.,
Batchelder's Creelc, February 14, 1863.

SiE : I have the honor to report the result of an expedition made yes-

terday and the night before in order to ascertain the force of the enemy
on my front and also to abate their audacity.

At 8 p. m. Thursday evening I moved my effective men, leaving this

post in charge of those not capable of severe duty assisted by a com-

pany which I ordered up temporarily from the railroad crossing.

At Tuscarora I dispatched Captain Brown, of the Fifty -eighth, with

two companies, to move on the Neuse and Dover roads and scour the

country near the Neuse Eiver, and also to co-operate generally with my
movement.
At " Jones' Clearing," 1 mile short of Core -Creek, I dispatched one

company to seize the railroad bridge at the creek and to remain there in

order to co-operate with me when necessary; and at the same point 1

moved by a road crossing the railroad sonthward; with seven companies.

Under guidance of an intelligent negro, on route partly over wood-paths

and through swamps, I reached the enemy's jwsition on Samdy Eidge
at daybreak. Unfortunately, from the difficulty of the route, which was
almost impracticable even to infantry, it was later than I contemplated,

and before the camp was completely surrounded the enemy was alarmed,

* See report No. 3, p. 156.
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rushed from their quarters and opened an irregular fire. I had ordered
my men to capture the enemy with the bayonet, but my iiank companies
and some of the others fired also and a short action ensued. When
the enemy ran, which was very soon, the proximity of the woods and
the incompleteness of my arrangements saved most of them, but we cap-
tured 43, of whom 4 were wounded, and in addition one of them also was
killed and left on the ground. Providentially none of my men were
hurt, though for a time the enemy's fire was sharp.
After burning the tents, quarters, &c., and destroying the stores, &c.,

I returned by the Dover road. Their pickets behind Core Creek on the
railroad and other roads being alarmed made their escape. Bridging
Core Creek at the Dover road I reached my camp in the afternoon.
Meanwhile Captain Brown, with his two companies and a detachment

of Company E, Third New York Cavalry, under Captain Jacobs, whom
I had previously ordered to co-operate, had scoured the country along
the Neuse, discovering a body of the enemy, 40 or 50 strong, whom they
followed briskly but were unable to catch.
The enemy at Sandy Eidge were Companies C, Captain Davis, and D,

Captain Eobinson, Eighth North Carolina, and are reported as 180 or
200 strong. The party pursued by Captains Brown and Jacobs was
Captain Avirett's company.
As soon as an inventory of the arms and property captured can be

made I will order a return of them to the proper department.
As a general result, this expedition has swept away the enemy's posts

on our front and enables us to occupy without opposition the line of
Core Creek, ifjudged expedient, as in my opinion it is. In the march
over an almost impracticable route, the distance made in twenty hours
being at least 32 miles, and in the short action which ensued the con-
duct of my men was all that could be expected from soldiership of the
highest grade.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. EIOHTER JONES,

Colonel Fifty-eighth, Commanding Outposts.

Lieut. Col. SouTHAED Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

If not already ordered, please send me some cars to transport the
prisoners to New Berne.

Hdqes. Outposts, Camp Fifty-eighth Pa. Vols.,
Batchelder's Greelc, February 19, 1863.

Sm
:
I have the honor to report that I have ordered to be turned in

to the proper department captured ordnance and ordnance stores as per
the annexed inventory. Also that I have on hand fourteen captured
shot-guns, in more or less serviceable condition, or injured, which not
falling under the classification of ordnance as known to the service, I
propose distributing among the captors as a reward and an incitement,
with the assent of headquarters, of course.
Also that I have turned into the proper department and taken a re-

ceipt therefor, as in my hands for the public service, captured horses,
mules, and wagons, as per inventory.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. EICHTEE JONES,

Colonel Fifty-eighth, Commanding Outposts.
Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,

Assistant Adjutant- General, Eighteenth Army Corps.
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[Idclosure.]

Inventory of ordnance and ordnance stores captured from the Confederates at Sandy Bill,
N. C, February 13, 1663, by Col. J. B. Jones, commanding Fifty-eighth Regiment Penn-
sylvania Volunteers.

No. DescriptiOD. Condition. Caliber of
gnn.

United States mnskets, Harper's Ferry and Springfield.

.

United States muskets, Harper's Ferry and Springfield.

.

Belgian rifie

North Caxolina rifle

Gnn-alings
Bayonets
Bayonet-Bcabbarda
Cartridge-boxes
Cartridge-belts
Cap-poncli
"Waist-belts
Waist-belt plates

Serviceable . .

.

Unserviceable

.

Serviceable
do

Unserviceable

.

Serviceable
do
do
do
do
do

.09

.54

The above is a correct inventory of ordnance and ordnance stores

captured as above stated.

M. J..HADLEY,
Acting Ordnance Sergeant Fifty-eighth Begt. Pa. Vols.

FEBEUAEY 13, 1863.—Skirmish near Washington, N. C.

REPORTS.

No. 1.—Lieut. Col. Luke Lyman, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry.

No. 2.—Capt. George F. Jocknick, Third New York Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Lieut. Col. Luke Lyman, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry.

Headquaeteks,
Washington, N. C, February 16, 1863.

Deae Sie : I have the honor to report that on Friday last, 13th, the

cavalry company stationed at this post crossed the bridge, drove in the

enemy's vedettes, surprised their picket headquarters (where some 40

cavalry were stationed), and captured 7 men and 12 horses ; one of the

men was dangerously wounded and is now in our hospital. The horses

I turned over to the post quartermaster (a poor lot) ; the saddles were

retained by the cavalry company. The prisoners I will send to ]^ew

Berne by the first opportunity, unless ordered to parole, and send them

out the lines from this point. They belong to the Sixty-second Georgia

State Troops, but are North Carolinians. If you wish me to parole them

here please inform me.
Have I the authority—if not, will you give it to me—to appoint a

board of appraisers ? The surgeons would like to purchase of the Gov-

ernment one or two of the captured horses.

"AH quiet along the lines."

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' "^

' LUKE LYMAN,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Post.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hoffman, A. A. G.
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No. 2.

Report of Gapt. George F. JocJcnicJc, Third New YorTc Cavalry.

Washlngton, N. C, February 14, 1803.

Colonel: The monotony of the daily routine of military duties here

ior the last few weeks has at last been interrupted' by a little aifair

which reflects much credit on all concerned.
Having ascertained that the enemy kept a picket station on the other

side of the river, some 3 or 4 miles from this post, and were in the habit

of pushing their vedettes close up to our lines, I sent yesterday First

Lieutenant O'Erien with a detachment of 20 men of my company to in-

tercept them and thns check their boldness for the future.

The command left here at 1 o'clock p. m. yesterday, and returned in

less than two hours with 7 prisoners and the following amount of cap-

tured property : Twelve horses, 12 saddles, 5 bridles, 8 Enfield muskets,
1 Harper's Ferry musket, and 1 saber.
Lieutenant O'Brien reports that after proceeding about a mile the

enemy's vedettes were discovered some distance in advance, when he
immediately charged, determined to overtake them. The enemy after

firing their pieces put spurs to their horses and retreated up the Green-
ville road at their utmost speed. A 3-mile race was the result, at the

termination of which our lieutenant found himself with only a small
part of his command in the very nest of their main guard—a troop of

some 30 or 40 mounted and dismounted cavalry. Our men in the rear,

retarded by gullies in the road, were pressing up rapidly. But so com-
plete was the surprise that the enemy at once broke for the swamps,
where they fired volley after volley, but without any effect whatever.
One of the prisoners captured is mortally wounded, and how many more
were left on the field cannot be ascertained.
We had no casualties on our side except the wounding of a horse

rode by First Sergeant Eichards.
Among the prisoners is a color-sergeantaud an orderly-sergeant, both

very intelligent men. The latter states that the troops engaged be-

longed to the Sixty-seventh Georgia Eegiment, being a detachment
of Captain Thompson's company, 'under command of Lieutenant Holt.
Our men, I am told, all behaved well and are much pleased that we at
last have been able to retaliate in the open field for the many outrages
committed on our pickets by skulkers in the swamps.
The horses captured are of pretty good breed, but in a miserable,

worn-out condition ; their backs covered with sores and ulcers. I shall
turn them over with the rest of the property to the quartermaster at
this post.

EespectfuUy submitting the above report, T have the honor to be,
your obedient servant,

G, F. JOCKNICK,
Captain, Comdg. Company I, Third 2few Yorlc Cavalry.

Col. S. H. Mix,
Comdg. Third New Yorlc Cavalry, New Berne, N. 0.

' Company E, Sixty-second Georgia.
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MARCH 1-6, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne to Swan ftuarter, N. C,
and skirmishes (3d and 4th) near Fairfield and Swan Quarter.

Report of Capt. Colin Bichardson, Third New Yorh Cavalry.

Wew Beene, N. C, March 6, 1863.

Colonel : I have the honor to report that I left this place Sunday,
March 1, at 5 p. m., on board the steamer Escort with my company (F,
Third New York Cavalry) and the first.howitzer of the battery attached
to the same regiment, also Company G, First North Carolina Volun-
teers, and proceeded to Eose Bay Bridge, not, however, without a great
deal of delay for the want of a pilot, as there was no one on either of
the two boats who was sufficiently acquainted with the place. I then
ordered Captain Brinkerhoff to make a reconnaissance with his boat
North State, who after a delay of four hours reported that he had found
the bridge. I ordered the scow alongside and disembarked the infantry
and howitzer and a portion of the cavalry, placing Lieutenant Joy in
command until my arrival.

On arriving with the balance and having resumed the command I

ordered a small guard on board the North State, with orders to the
c;iptain of the same to destroy the bridge; I in the mean time pro-
ceeded along the north side of the lake for a distance of about 5 miles.

With much difiQculty and delay we marched, the crossings of the road
having been torn up by the negroes, under the orders of one Henry
Cradle (whom I have brought back a prisoner), and having a protection

from Governer Stanly. I encamped for the night at the cross-roads.

Next morning at daybreak I resumed my march, encountering and
driving in the enemy's pickets. About 3 miles from Fairfield we drove
more of the enemy, and on arriving at the place I found it nearly de-

serted. I passed on about 2 miles farther, when I discovered a boat on
the lake ; hailed it, but no attention was paid to the hail. I ordered

Lieutenant Burke to throw a shell across the bow of the boat, which
brought it to shore. I found in the boat two men without protections,

whom I ordered out of the boat, and placed in it a squad of infantry

under tharge of a non-commissioned ofiicer, to sail around to Lake Land-
ing, with orders to save the bridge if possible. I then moved on and
encamped for the night 9 miles from Lake Landing.

The next morning (Wednesday) I resumed the march. After moving
about 5 miles 1 was fired upon by guerrillas from some houses on the

right of the road. Our men drove them from the houses into the woods.

I then deployed the infantry to the right and threw out cavalry skir-

mishers in front and rear and covered the infantry with the howitzer,

shelling the woods and dispersing the enemy in all directions. Having
rallied my command, I moved on toward Lake Landing, leaving Lieu-

tenant Morse, with a party of cavalry, to burn their headquarters. I

proceeded without further interruption until arriving at the bridge,

which I found destroyed. I ordered the fences to be torn down and

used to rebuild the bridge. I then moved on and drove in mounted
pickets during the whole march from Lake Landing to within about IJ

miles of Swan Quarter, when I was attacked from the swamp on the

right of the road in front and rear by about 80 guerrillas and ordered

to surrender. A deep canal about 8 feet wide ran between me and the

attacking party. As my vedettes were passing, the guerrillas fired one

shot. Lieutenant Benson immediately charged with the first platoon

of cavalry and received a volley, killing 3 of my men and wounding
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the lieutenant and several others. Six horses were killed and many
wounded. I ordered the infantry to deploy into the woods as skir-

mishers, not, however, without some difficulty, and ordered Lieutenant

Burke to unlimber his piece and give the enemy a few rounds of can-

ister, supported by the second platoon of cavalry. Here Lieutenant

Burke was wounded in the face, breast, and hand. The remainder of

the enemy were dispersed and fled, having sustained a loss of many of

their number, among whom was their captain killed and a lieutenant

taken prisoner. After having my killed and wounded taken care of and
placed in wagons and carts which I had captured, I moved on to Swan
Quarter, and having learned that a force of 250 or 300 guerrillas was
lying in ambush about 3 miles from Swan Quarter, on the road to Eose
Bay, and deeming it inexpedient to encounter it with my weakened
force, I dispatched Corporal Kent, Company F, Third New York Cav-
alry, and 3 men to sail in a small boat to the gunboat North State, or-

dering Captain Brinkerhoff to steam around to Swan Quarter Landing.
The next morning, he having arrived, I embarked on board the steamer
Escort, which had accompanied the gunboat. I arrived here at 4 p. m.
to-day.

I beg leave to make honorable mention of Luther H. Farnsworth , Com-
pany I, Fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, who accompanied the infantry.

He was cool and courageous, jumping through the canal and taking the
extreme right, leading the platoon of infantry into the fight; also Lieu-

tenant Morse, of the Third New York Cavalry, who was o£ great service

in the rear, returning the fire of the enemy with effect and holding them
in check.
My loss is as follows : Killed, 3 ; wounded, 2 lieutenants (Benson and

Burke) and 12 men of my company and 1 of the First North Carolina
Volunteers. One sergeant of my company has since died of his wounds.

I am, sir, respectfully, yours,
COLIN EICHAEDSON,

Gapt. Company F, Third New TorJc Gav., Comdg. Expedition.

Lieut. Col. SOTJTHAED HOFFMAN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

MABCH 6-8, 1863.—Demonstration on Kinston, N. C;, including skirmishes
(7th) at Core Creek and near Dover.

RKrORTS.*
No. 1.—Col. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry.

No. 2.—Col. J. Eichter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry.

No. 3.—Capt. Ferris .Jacobs, jr., Third New York Cavalry.

No. 4.—Capt. James E. Chamberlin, Third New York Cavalry.
No. 5.—Brig. Gen. Junius Daniel, C. S. Army, commanding at Kinston.

No. 1.

Report of Got. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry.

Hdqks. Twenty-fifth Eegt. Massachusetts Vols.,
Camp Oliver, New Berne, N. G., March 12, 1863.

Colonel : I have the honor to report that in compliance with orders
issued by you on the 5th instant I proceeded with my command on the

* See also Capt. David A- Taylor's report, p. 170.
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Gth to the forks of the Trenton and Kinston roads, 17 miles distant from
this place.

We reached our destination about 4 p. m. I immediately secreted
my force from the observation of the enemy, between Jumping Eun
and j*fethercutt's, my purpose being to make a demonstration on their
outposts during the night. The expedition, consisting of three com-
panies of infantry, under command of Captain Denny, with Captains
Jacobs' and Chamberlin's companies of the Third ISew York Cavalry,
left our bivouac at midnight, proceeding rapidly up the Kinston road
a distance of 4 miles. The cavalry, leading the advance, encountered
and were fired upon by the rebel i)ickets. They immediately made a
most gallant charge of over a mile, the infantry following at double-
quick, reaching Jones' house (their reserve picket post). Captain
Jacobs succeeded in capturing two of the enemy's scouts, and in so
doing was fired upon from an ambush, seriously wounding a sergeant
and private of his company.
Ascertaining that their camp was alarmed, Captain Denny ordered

the infantry in the advance and pushed on, receiving and returning
their fire from various points. When within a short distance of their

camp the infantry were deployed as skirmishers on each side of the
road. The line moved up speedily, passing the barricade of trees, and
when within a few rods of the rebels (intrenched by another barricade)

received a heavy volley of musketry ; this was returned, and after a
sharp skirmish the rebels were routed and pursued for some distance,

but escaped into the woods.
• Pursuit beiug useless, and perhaps under the circumstances impru-

dent. Captain Denny ordered his men to return—burned their camp,
destroying twelve tents, several log barracks, a large number of new
knapsacks, arms, equipments, blankets, several boxes of new clothing,

and in fact everything left by the rebels in their hasty departure.

Owing to their superior speed only 5 prisoners were taken, whom I

forwarded under guard to headquarters. The force reported back to

our bivouac with no loss, and only 2 wounded, at G a. m., having marched
a distance of 16 miles and within 12 miles of Kinston. From muster-

rolls found in the enemy's camp their force was estimated at 190 effect-

ive men. Ours numbered 130 infantry (which was the only force en-

gaged after leaving Jones' house) and 80 cavalry,

I desire to acknowledge the gallantry, bravery, and endurance of

both of&cers and men engaged in the affair. Considering their fatiguing

march of the previous day, to march 8 miles after midnight, whip the

rebels handsomely, and return by daybreak, very much credit is due
them. Captain Denny is entitled to great praise for the able manner
in which he conducted the expedikon. The Third New York Cavalry

sustained its brilliant reputation. To Captains Jacobs and Chamber-

lin I am under great obligation for their valuable co-operation and
assistance. They left us on the morning of the 7th. During our stay

at Nethercutt's scouting parties were sent out occasionally to observe

the movements of the enemy.

On the morning of the 8th, Captain O'Neil discovered them in Tren-

ton and exchanged shots across the river. Captain Harrington, from

a reconnaissance on the Kinston road, returned with the intelligence

that a large body of rebel cavalry had approached to within 1 mile of

our pickets.during the night. Eeceiving orders from you at 10 a. m.

on the 8th to fall back to a more defensible position, I retired to the

forks of tUe Trenton aod Pollocksville roads, remaining there wtil the
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10th at 2 p. m., wheu, by your orders, I returned to New Berne, leaving

the four companies, under Captain Denny, in their former position, near

Deep Gully.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOSIAH PICKETT,
Colonel Twenty-fifth Regt. Massachusetts Volunteers.

Col. HoEACE C. Lee,
Comdg. Second Brig., First J)iv., Eighteenth Army Corps.

No. 2.

Reports of Col. J. Richter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry.

Hdqes. Outposts, Camp FiPTy-EiGHTH Pa. Yols.,
March 8, 1863.

SiE : I have the honor to report that conformably to instructions I

made a movement in connection with the general reconnaissance, but
as the orders were not received in time, not in fact until the 7th, I was
unable to o])erate in exact connection.

I left my camp at 8 o'clock the evening of the 6th (Friday) with the
eflEicient men of the Fifty-eighth (about 500) and reached the neigh-
borhood of Core Creek about 2 a. m. of the 7th, haxing also ordered
a small detachment of Comjiany H, Third New York Cavalry, to fol-

low. Ascertaining that the line of the creek—relinquished after my
expedition to Sandy Eidge—was again occupied by the enemy, I en-
deavored to cross at some unobserved point, but owing to the darkness
of the woods and tlie depth of water in the swamps was unable. Be-
ing obliged to force a passage, I did so at the Dover road, just before
daylight, by opening a heavy fire on the crest of the breastwork
which defended the crossing, while a party rushed over the single
string-piece, a round log, which remained on the bridge. The enemy
fired sharply at first, but their fire was soon silenced, when they cried
out that they surrendered, but on the consequent cessation of our fire

they took the opportunity to retire under cover of the darkness before
my men could reach their works.

i then rebuilt the bridge, which detained me until full daylight, and
leaving a company in charge of it I moved forward, but the various
posts of the enemy had been put on the alert by the firing, and the
alarm had been propagated, perhaps, to Kinston by signal-rockets sent
up immediately afterward.
About a mile beyond the creek my advance was tired on from a

swampy thicket and woods flanking tlie road on both sides, and as the
enemy stuck closely to cover it cost my skirmishers time and labor to
dislodge them. In my subsequent advance at the forks of the Dover
and ibe railroad depot roads I captured a camp recently and suddenly
abandoned, apparently by two companies, containing rough shelter
blankets, knapsacks, spare clothing, &c., the blankets, &c., being good
and new ; but I could find no enemy in force, and being informed by the
negroes that they knew of none nearer than Eouse farm, 12 miles from
the creek, and the driving of fugitives from thickets and swamps with-
out definite object being useless labor, I concluded to return.
From the marks on the captured property the enemy whom I encoun-

tered belong to the Forty-third North Carolina and the Sixty-third North
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Carolina Cavalry, but what numbers of either regimeut were in front
dill not ajipear, the enemy keeping closely under cover and the countiy
being thickly -wooded. They are a different class of troops from those
I liavc liitherto met, contesting successively every strong position and
giving way only to my superior numbers. Their arms are also different,

being, from the whistle of the bullets, the Miuie or others of similar tone.

From the information of negroes it would seem that some general ofli-

cer (General French, some of them say) visited their posts on Wednes-
day last, ordered the line of Core Creek to be reoccupied, and brought
re-enforceuieuts. Also yesterday, while I was on my return, the whistle

of a locomotive was heard some distance up the railroad toward Kiiiston,

and on the supposition that fresh troops might be brought up I took a

strong position and awaited a couple of hours, but no show of increase

of force being made I resumed my march.
On the whole, my movement effected nothing beyond driving back

some of the enemy's posts and accustoming our men to la petite guerre.

As to capturing their men, that will be difficult while they hold the line

of Core Creek and impose on us the necessity of forcing a passage every

time we cross.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. EICnTER JONES,
Colonel Fifty eighth Pennsylvania Voh., Gomdg. Outpostn.

Lieut. Col. SOUTHAKD HOFFMAN,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Eighteenth Army Corps.

IIdqks. Outposts, Cajmp Fifty-eighth Pa. Vols.,
March 10, 1803.

Sir : In reference to the surrender of the enemy's picket in the breast-

work on the Dover road beyond Core Creek I have the honor to report

the following facts

:

As soon as the sentinel at the enemy's works fired T opened a rapid

fire from the two companies which had been previously placed under

cover along the near bank of the creek. Our tire was answered imme-

diately by about twenty pieces, and for a few minutes there was a brisk

exchange of shots. Then the enemy's fire suddenly ceased. Standing

a few yards from the bridge, which my storming party was endeavoring

to cross, I heard my officers on the right and left give the command,

"Cease tiring; they've surrendered," and our fire almost immediately

ceased. On inquiry afterward I was informed by ofiicers and noncom-

missioned ofBcers that they distinctly heard from the enemy's side of

the creek the words, "We surrender; don't fire," several times repeated.

It was very dark at the time and the passage of the bridge on the single

remaining string-piece difficult, so that it cost my men some time to

cross and form beyond the creek, and when they entered the enemy's

works they were empty. As the ground rises rapidly to the rear of the

breastwork it would have been hazardous to leave them if our fire had

not ceased, and I attribute the escape of the picliet to the cessation of

our fire, consequent on the supposition of the surrender.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servaut,
•^ ^ J. EICHTEE JONES,

Colonel, Commanding Outposts.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Eighteenth Army Corps.

IX E E—TOL xvni
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No. 3.

Report of Gapt. Ferris Jacobs, jr., Third New Yorh Cavalry.

Eed HouaE, March 1, 1S03.

Col. J. llicn'i'EE Jones,
Commandimj Outposts :

Colonel: I Lave the honor to report tliat pursuant to your per-

mission I proceeded yesterday with my own and Captain Chamberlin's

company up the Trejit road, joined Colonel Pickett, Twenty-hfth Mas-
chusetts, encamped at a concealed point near jSTethercutt's, and at 12

o'clock at night marched with the two companies cavalry, and three

companies infantry furnished by Colonel Pickett, to the Kinaton forks

(4 miles beyond Nethercutt's),"the cavalry keeping pace with the in-

fantry.

On the knoll immediately beyond the Kinston forks my advance ve-

dettes were flred upon, whereupon I set the whole cavalry column in

motion, charging at full speed up the Kinston road with the intention

of capturing the reserve picket station of about 30 men. Not finding

them at the place specified I continued the charge, without halting, to

the house of one Jones, being about 3 miles from the place where we
niet the first picket. The Infantry followed at double-quick and in a
few minutes joined me.
At this place it was ascertained that we were within 1 mile of the

enemy's camp, which was near the house of one Green. After a mo-
ment's consultation the line of march was again taken up, with cavalry
in advance. At this moment, and while I was giving instructions to

the vedettes, two mounted men approached, and upon being appre-
hended purported to have been sent out to ascertain the cause of the
disturbance. About a quarter of a mile farther, on encountered a party
of six infantry, who surrendered, and while the sergeant (Mosier) in

charge of the advance was receiving their arms, four of them fired upon
him, wounding him severely in the liip and 1 man in the arm. Four of

six escaped. At this i)oint I drew in the cavalry, threw out lines of

skirmishers upon the fiauks, and advancing quickly upon their camji
received a se^•ere fire from their barricaded camp in the direction of

the skirmishers.

The skirmishers escaped by falling tt) the ground and covering them-
selves in a ditch a few rods in front of the enemy's breastwork of trees.

Captain Denny, in command of the infantry, then i)ushed forward in

fine style and after a few minutes' sharp firing entered the camp, the
enemy escaping in a sort of cha])arral so dense that a footman unoj)-

posed could barely have passed through.
The infantry companies under Captain Denny behaved exceedingly

well. The enemy in their haste had left everything, even their knap-
sacks (which were new, having been issued to them three days pre-

vious), and 15 or 20 Enfield ritles which they had just received.

There were two streets of tents, about ten in each, and two officers'

tents, and a commissary tent in addition. In short, they abandoned
everything. After an examination of a few minutes I ordered the camj)
and its contents burned, which was done, producing quite a smart ex-

plosion of fire-arms, which had been concealed or overlooked.

Only one prisoner was captured here. The camp was exceedingly

strong by natural position and artificial defenses, and could have been
held by the same number of resolute men for hours against an army
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without artillery. There were two companies of the Forty-fifth IJ'orth

Carolina, commanded by Captains Eankin and Scales, and both 'were
said by the prisoners to have been in charge of a major.
After the destruction of the camp I moved back to the house pre-

viously occupied as a reserve picket station, but since the late desertion
the station had been removed to the woods near by, where a large picket-
fire was burningwhen we advanced. The enemyhad between theircamp
and the outpost from which we were fired upon 40 men on duty each
day, all of whom, with the exception of the outpost vedette, were driven
in, and escaped us without firing a shot or in any way alarming the
main body. The reserve picket-station house was burned.
Eeached the camp of the Twenty-fifth Massachusetts, at Nethercutt's,

at daybreak. It is sufiScient to say that the cavalry detachment be-
haved with more than the usual spirit and promptitude.
The affair is of but little importance except for the information gained

or confirmed. It is also worthy of mention, perhaps, that the movement
penetrated farther into the enemy's country in that direction than any
other reconnaissance with exception of General Foster's advance on
Goldsborough.
Trusting that you will pardon the particularity and difi'usiveness of

this report, I remain, with great respect, your obedient servant,

F. JACOBS, Jr.,

Captain, Commanding Detachment.

[Appendix.)

Colonel: I should have mentioned in the body of my report that

the success of the movement mainly depended upon the accuracy of the
information derived by Captain Chamberlin from the late deserters and
other sources, and that it was upon Captain Chamberlin's suggestion

that the attempt was made.
Yours, respectfully,

F. JACOBS, Je.

[ludoraement.]

I have the honor to forward Captain Jacobs' report of his spirited

movement, made under my authorization in connection with the gen-

eral movement.
Very respectfuUv,

J. EICHTEE JONES,
Commanding Outposts.

No. 4.

Report of Capt. James B. Chamberlin, Third New York Cavalry.

IlDQRS. Company A, Third New York Cavalry,
Trent Boad, N. C, March 10, 1803.

Colonel: I have the honor to submit the following report:

From information which I deem reliable I ascertained there were two

companies of infantry (picked men), belonging to the Forty-fifth North

Carolina Eegiment, encamped on the Einston road some 12 miles this

side of Kinston, and I determined to surprise them.

After making a map of the country, with which I was somewhat

familiar, I opened ray plan to Capt. F. Jacobs, jr.. Company E, Third
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'Sew York Cavalry, and proposed tliat we unite our two companies (A

and E) and make an attempt on the rebel camp, to which he acceded.

We accordingly provided our command with two days' rations, and left

camp at noon on March 7, our whole command numbering 102 men, all

told, Company A furnishing 48 and Company E 54 men.

At Major Nethercutt's (secesh) house we came across the Twenty-fifth

Eegiment Massachusetts Volunteers, commanded by Col. J. Pickett,

which was acting as a corps of observation at that point. We biv-

ouacked with them for a few hours. From a contraband whom I picked

up I learned that the enemy had changed their camp and had received

additional re-enforcements. Upon consultation with Captain Jacobs we
determined to ask of Colonel Pickett two companies of infantry, and he

very kindly assigned us three companies (A, C, and K), commanded by
Captain Denny, Company K, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts- Eegiment,

numbering about 130 men.
With this additional force wo left Nethercutt's house at 12 o'clock

that night. Upon reaching the Trenton Cross-Eoads, a distance of 4

miles, we halted for the infantry to close up and then made our prepa-

rations for the attack, for it was only some one-fourth of a mile beyond
this point that we expected to meet their first picket, and our plan was,

after drawing his fire, the cavalry was to commence a charge at once

and endeavor to capture their reserve picket station of 25 men, said to

be some half a mile beyond. We placed some of our fleetest horses

with the advance guard, which was commanded by Lieutenant Gibbs,

of Company E, Third New York Cavalry, and after allowing a few mo-
ments of rest the column was again put in motion. Slowly and silently

we moved along, every man intent on doing his duty, and determined
]iot to be outdone by another. Presently we saw a flash, and then the

sharp, shrill report of the rebel picket's rifle, with his ball whistling

over the heads, unharmed, of our entire column. Hardly had the flash

died away when the command "charge" was given, and instantane-

ous'ly the whole column started like one man. On we flew, like the
wind, the ground fairly quaking beneath our feet. The picket station

reached, but not a rebel was found—they had heard the alarm and fled

like thieves in the night. On we dashed to Hoble's house, a mile be-

yond, and again to Jones' house, still another mile, but found nothing.

So impetuous had been our charge that we had completely cut through
and cut off their advance guard, which I afterward learned was com-
posed of 40 men.
While waiting here for the infantry to come up, which were to follow

us at double-quick, and while Captain Jacobs was giving some instruc-

tions to the advance guard, up rode two rebel cavalrymen, evidently mis-

takiug us for friends, and inquired, "What's the matter below?" Before
these words had hardly left their lips several of Colt's "Love me quicks"
were presented to their heads and they were "gobbled." One of them,
in utter astonishment, remarked, "That's another damned Yankee
trick." We learned from our prisoners that the rebel camp was about
1^ miles beyond, but nothing definite as to its situation. After the in-

fantry had arrived we determined to attack them with our combined
force. Accordingly, Companies A and C, of the infantry, were placed
in rear of our advanced guard, followed by the cavalry, while Captain
Denny's company (K) was held in reserve, and in this order all again
pressed forward. We had gone but a short distance when our advance
guard met six rebel infantrymen, who had been sent out to ascertain what
had become of their two mounted men. They all immediately surren-

dered, and while the two first were in the act of giving up their arms their
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comrades jumped into the woods and fired, wounding Sergeant Hosier
and Private Morenus, of Company E, Third New York Cavalry. The
infantry were then thrown out on the flanks as skirmishers, while the
cavalry kept in the road. In a very few minutes we met the enemy's line
of skirmishers and a brisk fire commenced. Wo adopted the " drop
game" on them—that is, we fell down immediately after firing, loadiu"--
our pieces on the ground; and after drawing their fire, which invariably
passed over our heads, we would up and charge them again. In this
manner we kept gradually pressing forward and soon reached their
camp, which we found strongly barricaded on three sides. The rebels
here attempted to make a final stand, but it was of short duration, for
we carried their works by storm, they retreating in hot haste toward
Kinstou. In their camp we found several fine tents and any quantity of
clothing, camp and garrison stores, arms and accoutermeuts, and sev-
eral packages (sent by express), containing coflee, tea, sugar, ham. and
other delicacies of camp life, evidently showing that some of our ciaim-
iug-to-be Union friends within our lines not only sympathized with but
contributed to our enemies. We hastily gathered everything togetlier
and burned all, together with their camp, to the ground.
Not deeming it safe to remain long in such close proximity to Kistonn

with such a small force we commenced our homeward march, reaching
camp at daylight, having marched 10 miles and done our fighting in
six hours, our entire casualties being the sergeant and private of Com-
pany E, as before mentioned.

I must not omit to say that both officers and men behaved themselves
with great credit to their country, and never have I seen men fight with
more determination or bravery.
We took 5 prisoners. Of the loss of the enemy I had no means of

ascertaining, as the night was cpiite dark and we had no time to look
after bereaved friends.

I have the honor to be, colonel, your verv obedient servant,
JAS. ]t. CHAMBEELIN,

Captain, Gomdg. Company A, Third New Yorh Cavalry.

Lieut. Col. Geoege W. Lewis,
Commanding Third Neic Torlc Cavalry.

No. 5.

Report of Brig. Gen. Junius Daniel, C. 8. Army, commanding at Kinsion.

nEADQTJAKTERS,
Einston, N. C, March 10, 1863.

Geneeal : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of

yesterday.
In the different skirmishes with the enemy on Saturday there were two

infantry lost, supposed to be captured. I have since learned that there

are two couriers missing, supposed to be captured. Major Winston lost

a few tent-flies and a few blankets. I have learned from citizens that

the enemy buried men on their retreat on the lower Trent road

and that they had others wounded. On the Dover road citizens say

liiere were several killed and some wounded. These rei)orts come from

citizens below and I think are reliable.

I would have made these statements sooner but my pickets are so far
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apart and on so many roads that I could not bave done so sooner. 1

forgot to mention that one of my men deserted and made known to the

enemy my signals, and it was in this way that they got upon the two
infantrymen. Nothing of the enemy this morning. Generals Eobert-

son and Pettigrew are here.

Very respectfully, &c.,

JUNIUS DANIEL,
.Brigadier- General.

Miij. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding, Goldsborough, N. C.

MARCH 6-10, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne to Trenton, PoUocksville,

Young's Cross-Koads, and Swansborough, N. C.

REPORTS.

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Hemy Prince, U. S. Army, commanding Expedition.

No. 2.—Capt. David A. Taylor, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief Signal OfiScer,

of operations March 5-15.

No. 3.—Lieut. Joseph Fricker, Eighth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry, Acting Signal

Officer, of operations March 6-15.

No. 4.—Surg. Pitkin B. Rice, One hundred and thirty-second New York Infantry,

Chief Medical Officer.

No. 5.—Lieut. Francis U. Farquhar, U. S. Corps of Engineers, Chief Engineer Eight-

eenth Army Corps.

No. C.—Col. Silas P. Eiehiuond, Third Massachusetts Infantry.

No. 7.—Col. Augustus B. R. Sprague, Fifty-flrst Massachusetts Infantry.

No. 8.—Lieut. Col. George W. Lewis, Third New Y'ork Cavalry.

No. 9.—M.ij. Jeptha Garrard, Third New York Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, U. S. Army, commanding Expedition.

Hdqes. Fii'Tn Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
New Berne, N. G., March 11, 1863.

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the reconnaissance in

force, which I was directed to make by your letter of the 5th instant,

Avas completed last evening by the return to New Berne and distribution

to former quarters and commands of all the parts of my column. The
instructions I received have been entirely carried out and the objects

of the expedition fully accomplished.

It gives me pleasure to say that the most admirable spirit was mani-
fested by every portion of the command. The desire to carry out the
views of the Government, as made known through orders from time to

time, was made strikingly axjparent in all ranks, as was also the desire

to bave their determination to do so tested in the face of opposition,

even to the death. At the same time their feeling toward the enemy
was self-possessed and magnanimous, as was illustrated by instances
of personal conduct. I will give a narrative of the expedition for the
records of the department. A copy of my orders is subjoined (A).

The column formed as it passed over the bridge at Brice's Creek, at

8.30 a. m. on the 6th. We crossed the bridge, which we had to con-
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Struct over Mill Greok, at 2.15 p. m., and bivouacked on Creek
at McDaniel's plantation, at 4 p. m., at wbich place the train did not get
iully up till near V2 o'clock at night. Leaving the train parked here
guarded by the Third Eegioient Massachusetts Volunteers and a sec-
tion of Eiggs' battery, the column marched at G.30 o'clock next mornin"-m the same order. The cavalry arrived at Trenton at 8.45 a. m., fob
lowed by the voltigeurs, where 1 joined them immediately, sending back
lo halt the main body '2 miles in rear.
At 10 a. m. I sent from Trenton to General Spinoia and Colonel

Jourdan, commandmg brigades, thd message that "the bridges we were
ordered to destroy have not been rebuilt since their former destruction
the enemy's cavalry have been scattered by a charge of ours: there is
no body of the enemy on this side the Trent, and consequently the
column will face-about and return to the wagons." Tlie column marched
in returning at 10.15 a. m.
At 11.45 a. m., having obtained all the information I could at Tren-

ton and created the indefinite impression that I was going to Kinston
or toward Kichlands to look up their cavalry, I withdrew the cavalry
to ieed, without the limits of the town, and then continued the return
march.

I arrived with the main column at McDaniel's at 1.30 p. m., and hav-
ing previously sent orders to the train to hitch up, marched at 3.15
p. m. by a direct route to Young's Cross-Eoads. The cavalry pushed on
rapidly with its howitzer, followed more moderately by the voltigeurs.
When nearing Young's Cross-Eoads Colonel Lewis, befng with the ad-
vance of the cavalry, discovered, as he supposed, the enemy's picket
of two mounted men, and he charged to capture them. They proved to
be one Lieutenant Sharp, aide-de-camp to General Whiting, and an-
other lieutenant. Their start being a long one, they got off by plung-
ing into and swimming the White Oak Eiver, to the bauk of which
they wei-e followed, where they fired upon their pursuers from the op-
posite side.

A party of cavalry, being sent up the Pollocksville road, drove some
foot pickets into the swamp. Darkness came on before the infantry
came up. W^e had withdrawn all but a small guard from the river to
liiy out the camp, which was to be on ground about a mile distant from
the river, and a sentinel at the river being approached in the darkness
from the direction of camp by six men, hailed them, at which they
halted and cocked their guns. He called, "Turn out the guard," anil
instantly the persons scattered in the cover. This party was Captain
Harris and five of his men, as we afterward learned. As soon as the
infantry came up 1 sent two companies to deploy, under the guidance
of Captain Farquhar, United States Engineers, who was directed by me
to recounoiter the river thoroughly in the neighborhood. He ascer-
tained that a log below the bridge was the means that footmen had of
crossing. The river was carefully watched for the rest of the night,
that no more of the rebels should get back to tlieir quarters. On the
opposite side of the river there was a steady light of a small camp
bearing soiithwest by the compass. I could not tell whether it was a
bright camp light 5 miles off or a lesser one a mile. The train did not
come up till 2.30 o'clock in the night, owing to holes wearing in the
road over which the howitzer and caisson charged with the cavalry.

One of my permanent orderlies, who happened to be stationed to show
the way that the wagons should turn out, reports seeing, during the
hour of intensest darkness (perhaps 7 o'clock), previous to the coming
up of the infantry, bearing southwest, a light, probably a fire balloon.
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•wliicb rose and stood awhile, dipped several times, moved horizonlally

back aod forth several times, then descended. Presuming from all

these indications that a picket guard of the enemy intended to annoy
the constructors of the bridge which I had to make here, I did not com-

mence it till I had crossed a regiment, which I did soon after daylight

in the morning.
Having deployed a company of skirmishers on the immediate bank

of this side, I placed two JSTapoleon guns in positidn to command the

opposite bank, and sent a regiment, across in single file on the log. The
regiment which performed this duty and formed its line beyond the

swamp was the One hundred and thirty-second New York, Lieutenant-

Colonel Hitchcock. The commander was ordered not to cross till three

companies were over, and quite an emulation was excited among the

captains as to who should go over first. Colonel Hitchcock ordered the

left flank company forward, and its commander, Capt. George Micha,

Company A, One hundred and thirty-second Kegiment New York Vol-

unteers, was first on the log and on the opposite bank. No opposition

was made till the verge of the swamp was reached, when half a dozen
shots of small-arms were exchanged.
At 10.30 a. m. the bridge was ready, and the column, with three days'

rations, moved over it, leaving behind to guard the bridge and train

the Third Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, a battalion of the One
hundred and sixty-eighth Pennsylvania Militia, two sections of Parrott

guns, ojie section of Napoleon guns, and a company of cavalry. Colonel
liichmond. Third Massachusetts, in command.

It being open country for the 4 miles to the next defile. Colonel Lewis
was permitted to go on rapidly to it with the cavalry, followed within
supporting distance by the voUifjeurs of Major Garrard. The cavalry of

the enemy were seen ujion all flanks and in rear by these forces, cut olf

and scattered by our movements, and they were either left behind us or
lound some course other than the road we traveled to get away by.

We marched a mile or so beyond where the road forks off to Snead's
Ferry, which the guide-post there says is 20 miles distant, and, finding

a good position, bivouacked at 6.15 p. m.
In the morning I detached the cavalry to go back to the forks, take the

Snead's Ferry road, and proceed on that route and toward Swansbor-
ough, taking into consideration the imminent prospect there of unfavor-
able weather, as far as he thought he could, and join or communicate
with me in the evening. At 12 m., presuming that the cavalry were at
or near Swausborough, I marched back to and halted at the forks of the
road to Swausborough till 4 p. m., at which time the cavalry joined me.
Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis' report of this scout is appended. It was now
evident from our reconnaissance that all the forces of the enemy in this

region were withdrawn behind the New Eiver ; that the bridge at Jack-
sonville had been destroyed and not yet rebuilt, and that there could be
no ]ioint whatever in marching my column any farther away.
No enemy could be met with without going farther than the organi-

zntion and supply of the command contemplated. There was nothing
left undone which the expedition set out to do; nothing more whatever
v.hich my imagination could suggest as within our reach to bo done. I

therefore returned from this point at once to Young's Cross-Eoads,
leaching there at G p. m., and on the following day, the 10th, pursued
the route to New Berne. Of course there were many incidents occurring
having an interesting bearing on the personnel of our troops. At a time
^vhen I was in the front with the advance guard of the cavalry I saw a
corporal and two vedettes, who were 100 yards out beyond me on the
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road, hail and receive the surrender of tliree mounted rebels, uniforjiiedand armed. A bend in the road concealed from the rebels the dano-er
tuey were approaching, and the corporal and vedettes, thoug-h ready,made no attempt to fire. It could not have been performed quieter onthe stage, and the balanced self-possession which it indicates I regard
as a quality of the command. Beyond this I am satisfied by this march
1 nat there is neither corruption of politics nor infamv-of-peace notions
to taint the pure patriotism of the command. It is glowing with a d(;-
sire to enforce, as the country's true soldiers, a decided policy of tlie
Irovernment for suppressing the rebellion.
Inclosed herewith please find (marked A, B, C, D, E, and F)* a codv

ot my instructions; report of Lieut. Gol. G. W. Lewis, Third New YorJc
"^ ,^'°^ ^^""* ^<'^^r<i tli« seaboard ; receipt of department provost-

marshal tor seven prisoners, including a commissioned officer, sergeant,
corporal and four privates; report of property captured by the cavalry

;

report ot property captured by the voltigeurs; copy of my orderst relat-
ing to the expedition.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY PRINCE,

Brigadier- General of Vohinteem, Omnman^ng.
Lieut. Col. SotiTHAED Hoffman,

Asat. Adjt. Gen., Eighteenth Army Gorpa, Keic Berne, K C.
I

[Inclosnre A.]

Headquartees Eighteenth Army Corps,
'New Berne, N. C, March 5, 1SC3.

General: By direction of the major-general commauding I have the
lionor to submit, for your guidance, the following points:
You will proceed with your command to Trenton by the road on

tlie south side of Trent River. On arriving there you are to destroy
the Trenton Bridge and the White Hall Bridge. The enemy in this
direction will be carefully observed. You will then countermarch your
command to Pollocksville and Young's Cross lioads. Erom this latter
point, after leaving a strong rear guard for tlie protection of tlie wagon
train and such force of artillery and infantry as you niaj- deem need-
ful to hold that point, you will push on toward Onslow. Observing
the enemy in this direction you will take a strong position with the
infantry and batteries of your command, and send all the mounted
force at your command to scour thoroughly the country between the
Wliite Oak and New Rivers. From the information you may be able
to obtain yon will be able to determine as to the expediency of pushing
1 he reconnaissance as far as Snead's Ferry, near the mouth of the New
River.

The object of this expedition is to make a strong reconnaissance in
llie dii'ection of Wilmington, to ascertain the roads, tlie crossings of
llie rivers and creeks, the position of the enemy, &c., and if possible to

capture or break up two companies of cavalry sujiposcd to be between
llie White Oak and New Rivers.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,
Assistant Adj-nfant-Gciicral.

Brig. Gen. Henry Prince,
Gomdg. Fifth Division, Eighteenth Army Corps.

* Inclosurea C, D, and E are Reports Noh. 8 and 9.

tThey relate solely to the routine duties of troops on the march and are therefore

omitted.
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[In closure C]

PkOVOST-MARSHAL'S OliTlCE,

I^^ew Berne, N. C, March 10, 18C3.

Eeceived from Colonel Lewis, Tbird New York Cavalry, 7 prisoners,

viz: William B. Prin<rle, Tenth North Carolina Volunteers; T. li.

Suii)es, Lieut. L. B. Williams, Josiali Tyson, and Wesley B. Mews,
Sixty-third North Carolina Volunteers ; Joseph Grey, deserter, and Z.

M. Caston, citizen.*

GEOEGE E. WOODMAN,
Department Provost.

No. 2.

Report of Capt. David A. Taylor, Third Ifew Yorlc Lifjht ArliUery, Chief
Signal Officer, of operations March 5-15.

Hdqks. Signal Detachment, Eighteenth A. C,
JVew Berne, N. C, March 10, 1803.

Sir : In i^ursuance to your orders, on the 5th instant I detailed two
officers (Lieuts. Joseph Fricker and E. E. Blagden) to accompany the

force commanded by Bi-igadier-General Prince on the late reconnais-

.sance to Swansborough. At the same time I detailed Eirst Lieut. N.
S. Barstow to accompany the force under Colonel Sprague, at Newport
Barracks, which was to advance on Swansborough by soutliern route,

and Second Lieut. Henry T. Merrill to accompany the command of

Colonel Pickett, who covered the right flank of Geiieral Prince's move-
ment.
That the different forces might have a ready and certain mode of com-

munication I drew up a rocket code of signals for the use of tlie ofiScers

on this ex])editiou. The command of General Prince bivouacked near
Pollocksville on the night of the lirst day's march ; the command of
(Colonel Piclcett bivouacked at the Trenton Cross-Eoads, with a heavy
])icket force of the enemy in front, for tlie reason that Colonel Pickett
was going to attempt a surprise of tlie enemy. Lieutenant "JkTerrill did
not answer the rockets sent up by General Prince, as the rockets would
reveal tlie position of Colonel Pickett's force which it was necessiiry to
Iceep concealed. At 3 a. m. of the Gth instant Colonel Pickett surprised
a rebel picket, taking o prisoners and destroying their camp.
On tlie 7th instant Colonel Pickett fell back to the Pollocksville Cross-

Eoads to await the return of General Prince. General Prince marched
directly to Swansborough, Colonel Sprague at the same time advancing
to the same point and reaching there nearly the same time, when com-
munication between the two commands was immediately opened by
Lieutenants Pricker and Barstow.
On the return of the different forces there was no occasion for any

signal communication between them. All parties arrived at New Berne
in time to take part in the skirmish at Port Anderson on the 14th. On
the morning of March 14, immediately after the attack on Fort Ander-
son, Lieutenant Merrill and party was placed on board gunboat Shaw-
sheen, Lieut. E. E. Blagden and party on the Hunchback, and Lieut.
Joseph Fricker, on the evening of that day, on board the gunboat

'Discharged soldier from Thirty-fiitli Nortb Carolina Volimteers; lias Lis discliargc
with him.

G. F. W.
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Hetzel. As soon as the attack commenced Lieutenant Barstow signaled
to Lieutenant Fncker that the enemy were in front of the fort in large
force, with artillery, and asked for re-enforcements, to which was re-
plied, 'Hold out as long- as you can; re-enforcements will come as
quickly as possible." When the gunboats got into position their lire
was directed by means of signals by Lieutenant Barstow, stationed at
h ort Anderson, and Lieutenant Merrill, on board the Shawsheen. Lieu-
tenant Merrill, from the paddle-bos of the boat, was ajjle to obtain a

. -ii^^iy^*^^
^ *^ movements of the enemy than any one else. He so

skillfully directed their lire that one of the enemy's pieces was for a time
abandoned and their infantry driven back some distance. Had the
garrison ot Fort Anderson been strong enough to have made it safe a
well-conducted sortie would have easily captured one or more of the
enemy's guns.
On the morning of the 15th three boats went up the Nease, accom-

panied by Lieutenants Fricker, Merrill, and Knox, who, by their signals,
kept up a constant communication between the different boats to the
entire satisfaction of the officers in command, who expressed themselves
in terms of admiration at the ease, rapidity, and certainty with which
every message was transmitted.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAVID A. TAYLOE,

Captain and Acting Signal Officer in Charge.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Fostee,
Commanding .Eighteenth Army Corps.

Xo. 3.

Report of Lieut. Joseph Friclcer, Eighth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry,
Acting Signal Officer, of operations March 5-15.

Hdqrs. Signal Detachment Eighteenth Army Corps,
New Berne, March 18, 18C.'>.

Sir : I ha^e the honor to submit to you the following report of the
expedition under the command of General Prince

:

In obedience to your orders of March 5, 1863, 1 reported to General
Prince for signal duty. Left New Berne at 8 o'clock, March 6, and pro-
ceeded 3 miles beyond Pollocksville ; bivouacked for the night. Ac-
cording to arrangements made previous to starting I sent up two red
rockets, the first at 9 o'clock p. m., the second at ten minutes past 9.

The rockets were to indicate that " the advance of our column is here,
and all quiet," but I received no reply from the other parties.

On the morning of the 7th we started and advanced on Trenton.
We remained in Trenton a few hours, then started and bivouacked
about G miles from Trenton that night. There was nothing of any ac-

count took place, with the exception of taking a few of the enemy's
pickets along the march.
On the 9th I received an order from General Prince to accompany

the advance cavalry to Swansborough, a distance of IC miles, which I

did, accomi)anied by Flagmen W. J. Lindsay and H. P. Baker. When
within 1 mile of Swansborough the cavalry charged into the town, my-
self and flagmen in the advance carrying a red signal flag. I immedi-
ately went down to the water's edge and called attention from the party
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on the opposite side of Bogue Inlet. It was replied to by Lieutenant
Barstow, signal officer, who accompanied a party under command of

Colonel Sprague, of the Fifty-tirst Massachusetts Volnnteers. We sent

several oiBcial messages; Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, who was in com-
mand of the cavalry and to whom I was ordered to report by General
Prince, sending messages across the inlet and receiving reply in return.

There was nothing worthy of note on our return to New Berne.
Immediately on returning to New Berne I went to my station on the

south side of the Neuse Iliver, a short distance from General Foster's

headquarters. I remained there, communicating with Licntonant-Col-
onel Anderson on the opposite side.

On Saturday, March 14, at 6.45 a. m. I received the following official

message from the fort

:

To Geueral Foster :

The enemy have attacked our pickets with artiJlery and infantry. -They are in

large force. The colonel wants more men.
BARSTOW.

I immediately sent the message to General Foster. In a few minutes
the general came and told me to send to Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson,
who was then in command of the Ninety-second New York, to hold out
as long as he could and not surrender unless he was compelled to.

I also received and sent a large number of messages from the fort

asking for more troops and re-enforcements, which I replied to, by
order from General Foster, that re-enforcements would be there in a
short time and that the gunboats were getting in position. I also re-

ceived messages directing the fire of the gunboats and stating the loca-
tion of the enemy. I also received messages from the gunboats riuncli-
back, Lockwood, and Shawsheen.
On the evening of the 14th I was ordered on board the commodore's

boat netzel; remained there until 9 a. m., March 15, when I was or-

dered on gunboat Allison to proceed up the Neuse Kiver on a recon-
naissance.

We went up the river to Street's Ferry, a distance of 12 itiiles. The
enemy had retreated beyond this point. We found four of the enemy's
pickets ; they skedaddled. We then shelled the woods for an hour,
and returned to New Berne the same day.

With great respect, I remain, your obedient servant,

JOSEPH FEICKEE,
First Lieut, Sth Pa. R. Y. C, and Actg. Sig. Officer IStJi A. G.

Capt. D. A. Taylor,
Vhief Acting Signal Officer, Eigliteenth Army Corps.

No. 4.

Ueport of Surg. Pithin B. Rice, One hundred and thirtg-sccond Few York
Infantry, Chief Medical Officer.

Hdqrs. First Brig., Yivttl Uiv., Eighteknth A. C,
Iteic Berne, March 12, 1803.

Captain: I have tlie honor to make the following report of tlie ex-
pedition just returned

:

The division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, comprised of
the two brigades commanded, respectively, by Brig. Gen. F. B. Spinola
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and Col. James Jourdaii, together with two batteries of artillery, under
the comuiaiid of Jlajor Stone, and four companies of cavalry, under
the coinniaud of Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, left New Berne on the morn-
ir.ff of the Cth instant, and after marching over good roads with no
diliicult streams to cross, making IS miles, bivouacked for the night m
a large open field on high dry ground contiguous to an abundance of
wood and excellent water.
The men of the several infantry regiments, viz, the One hundred and

seventy-first, One hundred and fifty-eighth, One hundred and sixty-
eighth, and One hundred and seventy-fifth Pennsylvania Militia, com-
prising Lrigadier-General Spinola's command, and the One hundred
and filty-eighth and One hundred and thirty-second New York Volun-
teers, together with the Third Massachusetts Militia, commanded by
ColouelJourdan, bore the march exceedingly well; none sick: a few
coniplaiuing of sore feet, occasioned by ill-fitting boots.
The second day the regiment left camp in light marching order,

traveled miles and returned to the camp of the ])revious night, the
route being over a dry sandy road with no formidable streams to pass.
After a halt of two hours, to enable the men to rest and prepare their
rations, the march was resumed over a road about 3 miles of which was
through low swampy ground. At 8 o'clock p. m., after accomplishing
2:i miles, encamped on high dry ground adjacent to wood and running
water. On this day's march the men suffered considerably from blis-
tered feet ; none, however, reported sick.
The next morning, March 8, at daybreak broke camp, and leaving

the One hundred and sixty-eighth Pennsylvania and Third Massachu-
setts Militia as a guard to the wagon train, crossed White Oak Eiver
and traveled 1-i miles; bivouacked in a pine grove 5 miles from the junc-
tion of the Swansborough and New Berne Cross-Eoads, near to a full
supply of good water. Next day at 1 p. m. resumed the line of march
and returned to our former camping ground at White Oak Eiver.
At 7 o'clock on the morning of the 10th the columu took up its direc-

tion homeward. During the early part of the day the roads were ex-
cellent, but heavy rain setting in about noon rendered them heavy and
the march very fatiguing; nevertheless the various regiments reached
tlieir cainps about 8.30 p. m., and no stragglers reported.
The entire marcih was performed in good order and unattended with

any casualty ; very few men were sufficiently sick to be conveyed in
ambulances; the principal complaint was sore feet, the result of chaf-
ing, confined almost entirely to those who wore heavy boots. The con-
trast in this respect between the boot and Government shoe was very
marked and exhibited the superioritj' of the latter and absolute neces-
sity of every infantry soldier substituting it for the boot on the march.
J'^iequent bathing with cold water aftbrded great relief, and on the last

day's march of 22 miles but little complaint was heard. The rations
j)rovided for the regiments were abundant and of excellent quality.

I'resh beef was furnished three days out of five.

This report is w^ritten on the second day after the return of the troops,

and the effects of the march on the physical condition and health of the
men appear to be more beneficial than otherwise. The sick repoi ts

from the various regiments this morning are even less than usual.

Eespectfullj' submitted.
P. B. EICE,

Surgeon.

Capt. S. W. Waldeon,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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No. 5.

Report of Lieut. Francis U. Farquhar, U. S. Corps of Engineers, Chief

Engineer Eighteenth Army Corps.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps d'Armee,
l^eio Berne, March 12, 1863.

Sir: I liave the honor to report that in accordance with your orders

I joined the command of Brigadier-General Prince on the 6thinstant.

The command moved along- the Pollocksville road on the south side

of the Trent. After passing Brice's Creek the general direction of the

road was a very little north of west. As far as Mill Creek the road was
only tolerable, but after the rain it was very bad. We found it neces-

sary to build the bridge across Mill Creek, which occasioned a halt of

the advance guard of two hours. After passing the creek the road was
llrm and good. From Pollocksville the road bore nearly west. Our first

day's march ended at the Mill Creek, near McDaniel's plantation. On
the 7th the march was resumed toward Trenton. With theexception of

the crossing of the creek near McDaniel's the road was good. The creek

near Trenton could not well be forded by field artillery when the creek

is high. The Trenton Bridge was destroyed, as was also the White Hall
Bridge. From reliable information we learned that there was a bridge
known as the Quaker Bridge, and another bridge above White Hall and
below Tuckahoe Creek. There is also a small neighborhood bridge
known as Wilcox's Bridge, about 6 miles from Trenton. However, these
bridges are not absolutely necessary, as at the ordinary height of water
the stream is fordable in many places above Trenton.
The road from New Berne to Trenton affords many good places for

camping, especially after passing Mill Creek, water and wood being abun-
dant. At Trenton the command countermarched and returned toMcDan-
iel's plantation, where we had camped the previous night. From thence
we took a road bearing south by east for 5 miles and southeast for 3,

which brought us to Young's Cross-Eoads. This road passed for the
greater part through an extensive pocoson. The road was bad in some
places. About Young's Cross-Eoads the ground was good for camping.
Here our day's march ended. The bridge across White Oak Eiver was
destroyed, and would have been rebuilt during the night, but the troops
and negroes were very tired, having marched nearly 22 miles, and the
enemy's pickets were on the other side of the stream. On the morning
of the 8th instant the troops crossed at C.45. By 9.30 the bridge was
finished. Tlie general direction of the road toward Jacksonville south
by one-half east. The country is slightly undulating. On the west side
of the road for 8 or 9 miles is an extensive pocoson, from which flow
many small tributaries of the White Oak Eiver. Through this semi-
swamp run many roads, at most times imjiracticable for wagons, but
through which with great toil infantry might march. About 4J miles
from White Oak Eiver there is a church known as "The Tabernacle,"
near which the road forks, the left fork leading direct to Swansborough,
the distance to latter place being 13 miles; the right-hand road leads to
Jacksonville, the distance being 16 miles. About 4 miles from this fork
the road again forks, the right-hand fork leading to Jacksonville, the left

direct to Snead's Ferry, passing through Piney Green. Near this latter
fork the command bivouacked for the night.
The next morning, with the cavalry for an escort, I made a recon-

naissance to Swansborough. We took the Snead's Ferry road as far
as Piney Green ; then we turned to the left toward Swansborough.
From Piney Green to Swansborough the distance is 12 miles, and to
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Snead's Ferry 15 miles. The roads are quite good, being of sand, but
the country is flat, and in wet seasons would not aflbrd good camping
grounds. Swansborongh is a small place, easily defended, and can be
approached by vessels drawing 8 feet of water. After spending two liours
at 8wansborough, during which time communicated with General Potter,
we countermarched for lif miles, when we took the right-hand road and
joined the iTifantry at Morton's, near " The Tabernacle." Wo tbeii
marched on to Young's Cross-Eoads, where we bivouacked for tlie niglit.

The next morning we marched for New Berne via Pollocksville.
Accom{)auying this report is a sketch of the roads passed over.*
Hoping that the information gained may be useful, I ha^-e the houor

to be, general, vour obedient servant,

PKANCIS U. FAEQUIIAll,
Second Lieut. U. S. Engrs.. and Chief Engr. IHth Corps d'Armee.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Fostek.

Xo. C.

Ileport of Col. Silas P. Richmond, Third Massachusetts Infantry.

Hdqks. Thikd Eegt. Massachusetts Vol. IMilitia,
Gamp Jourdan, New Berne, If. C, March 13, 1803.

Colonel : I have the honor to make the following report of the part
taken by myself and command in the recent expedition under the com-
mand of General Prince

:

On the evening of the 5th instant I received orders to march at C

o'clock on the following morning with three days' cooked rations.

March (i.—Formed regimental line at C a. m., and almost immediately
after joined a cohmm consisting of Prince's division and took up the hue
of march toward Pollocksville. I marched 24 officers and 529 men. After

crossing the Trent Eiver I received an order detailing myself and com-
mand to the responsible and'laborious position of escort to the subsist-

ence train, which consisted of nearly 100 wagons heavily laden. I made
the following distribution of my regiment: Two companies in advance,

four companies in the center, and three companies in the rear of the train.

\Vc made good progress for about G miles, after which we encountered

bad places in the road, which caused much delay and hard labor, but
we finally succeeded in bringing the whole train to the place of bivouac

at about 1(1 p. m. This was on the McDaniel's plantation, 4 miles beyond
Pollocksville. The distance marched this day was said to be 18 miles.

March 7.—Early this morning I received orders to j)ark the train in

the best possible position, and with my regiment, a section of Morrison's

battery, and a platoon of cavalry remain and defend it. 1 sent out the

cavalry as patrols and five of my companies as pickets in different direc-

tions, holding the remainder of mj' command in a position near the train,

which I had parked near the center of a broad field. During the morn-

ing the main column marched to Trenton and returned without meeting

any oi)posing force. Nothing of importance happened at the place of

bivouac during the absence of the commanding general. At 3 p. m. the

whole force took up the line of march toward Young's Oross-Eoads.

My regiment was detailed to march in the rear of the train and a com-

pany of cavalry in my rear. The roads were exceediugly bad, and I

had to detail a large number of my men to go forward and assist in get-

ting the wagons over the bad places. The train moved very slowly,

* Omitted as unimportant,
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the teams beiug frequently stuck. We arrived at tlie place of bivouac

(Young's Cross-Eoads) Tcith the -whole train at 3 a. m. on the morning

of the 8th, having marched about 10 miles.

March 8.—My regiment with the One hundred and sixty-eighth Penn-

sylvania Volunteers, Belger's battery, and a small company of cavalry,

the ^?hole being under my command, were detached from the column

and ordered to hold this place while the main column moved on toward

Swansborough. The larger portion of the subsistence train was left with

us. My whole force amounted to 1,120 men. I immediately i)arked the

train in a large field near White Oak Kiver, threw out strong infantry

l)ick('ts with cavalry patrols beyond on the different roads, disposed of

tlie remainder of my force to the best of my judgment for defense, and
awaited the result. The remainder of the day passed very quietly.

J[a rch y.—The uiglit i)assed without any occurrence of importance, as

also (lid the day until j). m., when the main column returned, the ad-

\ance reporting to have been to Swansborough without meeting the

enemy Ju force. During the absence of the general my cavalry patroled

the roads as far as Pollocksville in the rear and some miles to the right

on the o])posite side of White Oak Eiver, and also about 15 miles on tlie

road to I'eletier's Mill, meeting no opposing force or signs of the enemy.
The whole column again bivouacked here for the night.

March 10.—Had the train straightened out and my regiments in line

before 7 a. m., but had to wait some time for the First Brigade, they
having the advance, my regiment coming next in column, the train fol-

lowing, nnd the remainder of the Second Brigade in the rear. The col-

umn moved at about 8 a. m., taking the direct road to Pollocksville. On
arriving at the last-named place, in accordance with orders 1 halted my
regiment and the train until all the force in the rear had passed on; we
tlien moved on. Colonel Jourdan destroyed the bridge after we crossed.

It now commenced to rain very heavily and continued to do so about
two hours. This rendered the roads very bad indeed. My regiment
was distributed through the train in the same manner as on the first

day out. We moved very slowly and with much hard labor in assisting
the train. The head of the train reached New Berne about 9 o'clock,

but the rear did not get in until after 11 p. m. The distance marched
this day was 22 miles.

Both my officers and men were very much exhausted with their con-
stant exertions to assist the train along. There were no severe casual-
ties in my command during the expedition. 1 am pleased to say that
although my command occupied the hardest and most responsible posi-

tion during the entire expedition, yet there was but very little com-
plaint, the men, with but few exceptions, doing their duty nobly.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

S. P. EICHMOND,
Colonel, Commanding Third Massachusetts.

Col. J. JOXJKDAN, Comdg. 2d Brig., 5th Biv., ISth A. C.

No. 7.

Report of Col. Avgvstus B. B. Sprague, Fifty first Massachusetts Infantry.

Udqes. Fipty-pirst Massachusetts Eegiment,
Beaufort, N. C, March 11, 18G3.

Colonel : In obedience to instructions from department headquar-
ters I left Newport Barracks op the morning of the 7th instant with
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Companies B, C, D, H, and I, of my regiment, a section of Lee's battery,
Lieutenant Cady, and Captain Moschell's company of Third New York
Cavalry.

Passing through the pocosou around the head of Big Broad Creek
we arrived at Cedar Point, opposite Swansborough, some 18 miles from
Z^ewport, about 4 o'clock on the afternoon of the 7th.

The steamer Wilson did not make her appearance at the mouth of
the White Oak Eiver as arranged, and as no other transportation could
be procured to cross the river (about IJ miles wide at this place) the
troops went into bivouac in the woods at Cedar Point. On the morn-
ing of the 8th, the Wilson not having arrived, I accompanied Captain
Moschell's company of New York cavalry on a reconnaissance up the
east side of White Oak Creek to a point called Dorton's Ferry (about
16 miles distant from the Point by road), about 6 miles from Smith's
Mill, or Young's. Un route we passed over Pettiford's, Hadnot's, and
Hunter's Creeks; examined Dorton's Ferry, long since abandoned' as a
thoroughfare and entirely impracticable as such in consequence of the
extended marsh over which a road must necessarily be built to the river

bank. The marsh which borders the river at this point is nearly a mile

in width and the river in the vicinity about 200 feet broad.

There is no ferry or ford between the Point and the mouth of the

White Oak Eiver. We returned to Cedar Point, arriving at the camp
soon after dark.
On the morning of the 9th communicated with Lieutenant-Colonel

Lewis, who had reached Swansborough, coming down on the other side

of the river with a detachment of Third New York Cavalry.

At 6 o'clock a. m., 10th instant, left Cedar Point and returned to

Newport Barracks.
Saw nothing of the enemy during our advance and absence, and am

convinced that they do not cross White Oak Eiver in force, and that

Swansborough has only been occupied by some 15 or 20 of the enemy
as an outpost.
Brigadier-General Potter, chief of staff, joined me in the expedition,

and I respectfully refer to him in the matter of details, relative to ferry,

fords, depth and width of rivers, &c., in conformity to original instruc-

tions.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. B. E. SPEAGUE,
Colonel Fifty-first Massachusetts Regiment.

Lieut. Col. SouTHAKD Hoffman, •

Assistant Adjutant- General, Eighteenth Army Corps.

No. 8.

BepoHs of Lieut. Col. George W. Lewis, Third New TorTc Cavalry.

Headquaetees Thied New Yoek Cavalet,
Neic Berne, N. C, March 11, 1863.

Geneeal : I have the honor to report that in obedience to the follow-

ing order, viz

—

Headquakteks Fifth Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
Bivouac in Field, March 9, 1863—6 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, with the cavalry and voltigeurs, will reconnoiter upon

the road leading from this point to Snead's Ferry, and will pass from it toward

12 E E—VOL xvni
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Swansborough, going as far on both routes as he may consider prudent, taking into

consideration the threatening state of the weather, so as to join the main body by
uight or communicate with it.

By command of Brigadier-General Prince

:

S. W. WALDRON, Jr.,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General—

I started with four companies of my regiment and one mounted howit-
zer and 150 mounted men, under Major Garrard, in the direction of

Swansborough, which road intersects the road to Jacksonville via
Snead's Ferry at Piuey Green, 11 miles from Jacksonville and 13 from
Swansborough. Halting at Piney Green I sent a detachment up the
road to Snead's Ferry, 2 miles or more ; they reporting nothing in that
direction, I moved on to Swansborough, arriving there at 11 a. m., com-
municating with General Potter, at Hill's plantation, directly opposite
Swansborough, through Lieutenant Fricker, the signal officer accom-
panying my command. General Potter immediately crossed to Swans-
borough in a small boat.

After remaining at Swansborough nearly three hours I took up the
line of march and joined the left of the column, under your command,
at the forks of the road, 5 miles from Young's Cross-Eoads, at 5 p. m.
During the march we captured three Confederate soldiers, one a pa-

roled prisoner named Caston, who was not yet exchanged ; one by the
same name who claims to have been recently discharged, and Private
William B. Pringle, Tenth North Carolina Volunteers, who was visiting
Swansborough on a furlough.

On my advance I captured several citizens, taking them to Swans-
borough, but returning them to their homes on my return. I ascer-
tained by inquiries all along the route that the rebel pickets had left

the day before for Jacksonville.
I am, general, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

G. W. LEWIS,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Third New York Cavalry.

Brigadier-General Peince,
Commanding Fifth Division, Eighteenth Army Corps.

Headqtjaetees Thied New Yoek Cavaley,
• New Berne, N. C, March 12, 1863.

Geneeai. : I have the honor to report the following list of property
taken by my command during the recent march, viz :

Horses 6
Light wagons 3
Cavalry sabers and belts 3
Jack I
Jennies 2

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. W. LEWIS,
Commanding Third New Yorh Cavalry.

Brigadier-General Peince,
Commanding Fifth Division, Eighteenth Army Corps.



Chap. XXX.] SKIEMISH NEAR WINDSOR, VA. 17&

No. 9.

Beport of Maj. Jeptlia Garrard, Third New York Cavalry.

Headquarters Voltigeurs,
, — , 1863.

List cf property taken on march made b.y General Prince's division

by Maj. Jeptha Garrard, commanding voltigeurs:

Horses 2
Colt 1

Buggies 2
Harness for buggy 1

JEPTHA GAREAED,
Major, Third New TorTc Cavalry, Comdg. Voltigeurs.

Captain "Waldron, Jr.,

Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral, Prince's Division.

MABCH 7-9, 1863.—Beconnaissance from Snffolk and skirmish (9th) near
Windsor, Va.

Beport of Col. Charles C. Dodge, First Battalion New Yorlc Mounted
Biftes.

Headquarters Mounted Elfles,
Suffolk, Va., March 9, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of a late recon-

naissance at Smithfield, Blackwater, &c.

:

In accordance with instructions from general headquarters I started

with about 450 of my command and one field howitzer on the evening

of the 7th instant for the Isle of Wight Court-House, and thence to

Smithfield, where I remained till about 9 a. m. on Sunday, the 8th in-

stant. No enemy were discovered, although the day before Lieutenant-

Colonel Taliaferro was reported there with a small party. He had un-

doubtedly returned across the river by Broadwater or Proctor's Bridge.

Making the cross-roads my headquarters, strong scouting parties care-

fully reconnoitered the vicinity for a circle of 10 miles, but met no en-

emy. The inhabitants of this district assured us that since Fryer's raid

there some two months ago no large force has visited the town. A few

mounted rebels occasionally appear, but do not remain any time. I am
confident all that district, including Surry Court-House, may be safely

considered free from them. From Smithfield we proceeded via Benn's

Church to Chuckatuck, where we spent the night. Every effort was

made to gain information as regards the enemy and their visits to this

place, and our exertion satisfied me that, excepting on one or two occa-

sions never more than two or three Confederate soldiers had dared to

enter the peninsula. These persons came to see their relations, &c., and

seldom have done any one an injury. I believe, however, forage, bacon,

&c. have been sent from there to Zuni and Petersburg in times past,

but' none whatever can be found now, and the disadvantage of this

therefore exists no longer. The guerrillas have burned down the only

bridges leading direct from Chuckatuck toward Suffolk or Windsor.

On the n. m. of the 9th instant we were obliged to make a detour of

some miles, improvise a bridge, and proceed toward Barber's Cross-



1§6 KORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Chaf. XXX.

Eoads and Windsor, arriving about 10 a. m. Parties were at once sent

out toward Blackwater Bridge and Zani. The former had not pro-

ceeded far when its advance guard, in turning a sharp bend in the road,

suddenly came upon the advance of a small force of the enemy en route

for Windsor. Shots were exchanged, and my advance at once ordered

to charge. This they did well, the main column supporting them at as

close a distance as possible. At our first fire, however, the enemy,
whom we learned to be some 50 of Claiborne's Corifederate cavalry

^(Seventh Eegiment), turned and fled precipitately. Lieut. Thomas
Freeborn, with Squadron D, pursued them at his utmost speed, driv-

ing them vigorously, the entire column following at the gallop ; but as

they had some half a mile the start of us and fresh horses it was im-

possible to come up with them, although we followed to within half a
mile of Blackwater Bridge at the most rapid gait in our power. They
crossed the river at once upon the pontoon bridge there. Lieutenant
Freeborn and Major Wheelan succeeded, however, in capturing four

men and horses, with several rifles, shotguns, &c., which the enemy
had thrown away in their flight. The prisoners are in the hands of the
provost-marshal, awaiting such examination and disposition as you may
decide. Believing it imprudent to attempt to force the bridge, consid-

ering the force we knew to be there and the wearied condition of our
men and horses, we returned with our captures to Windsor. The party
going toward Zuni went to within sight of the river banks, but met no
force on this side, although pickets, as usual, were discovered on the
other.

Thus the entire section of country which I guard has been most care-
fully reconnoitered, and, I trust, to the general's satisfaction. The con-
duct of my men has been everything that could be desired, and all of
the regimental officers and men are but the more eager from the experi-
ence of to-day to meet the enemy in a fair fight, that they may then
prove, as they have often before, the injustice of late reports circulated
by malicious parties concerning the demoralization, &c., of the Mounted
Rifles. Not a man has been lost, nor, I can safely say, a pennyworth
of property destroyed.

I have the honor to remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient

CHARLES C. DODGE,
Colonel, Commanding.

Maj. B. B. FosTEE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

MARCH 7-14, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne to Mattamuskeet lake,
N. C.

Report of Col. David B. Morris, One hundred and first Pennsylvania In-
fantry.

Hdqes. One hundeed and fiest Regt. Pa. Vols.,
New Berne, N. C, March 17, 1863.

Slit : I have the honor to submit the following as my report of the ex-
pedition under my command around Lake Mattamuskeet, Hyde County,
North Carolina.

In obedience to instructions from corps headquarters of.March 7 I
embarked the troops under my command, viz. One hundred and first
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and One hundred and third Eegiments Pennsylvania Volunteers, Com-
pany P, Third New Tork Cavalry, and one piece and caisson Third New
York Artillery, on the afternoon of 7th instant, on board the North-
erner and Escort. Accompanied by the North State and two scows, we
proceeded to Swan Quarter, Hyde County, arriving at 7 o'cloc|£ a. m.,
8th instant, and the gunboat Allison at once proceeded to Eose Bay
Bridge to prevent its reconstruction.
After eight or ten hours delay, caused by the captain of the steamer

Northerner failing to go nearer than about 13 miles to the landing, we com-
menced debarking the troops in the afternoon of the 8th instant. Seven
companies of infantry and one platoon of cavalry, with howitzer, under
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Armor, One hundred and first Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers, were debarked and marched to Swan Quarter, IJ miles
from the landing, arriving about 5 o'clock p. m. The remainder of the
troops debarked at 11 o'clock on the morning of the 9th and proceeded
to Swan Quarter. Acting on the advice of Captain Eichardson, Third
New York Cavalry, we then advanced in two columns, one in a south-

west direction, under command of Colonel Morris, the other in a north-

west direction, under command of Lieutenant Colonel Armor, forming a
junction at Mason's house at the earthwork, distant about 8 miles from
Swan Quarter, where we bivouacked for the night, after posting our
picket. During the night our picket captured 1 man (Thomas Voliva),

attempting to fire upon the picket.

We resumed the line of march at 6.30 o'clock a. m., 10th instant, pro-

ceeding around the lake from north to east, marching 25 miles, and
bivouacked for the night on Spencer's farm. At 6 o'clock a. m., 11th

instant, resumed the march; arrived at Swan Quarter about 6 o'clock

p. m., having marched 30 miles. During the 10th and 11th it rained

almost incessantly, consequently the roads were very bad. No armed
force at any point was to be seen.

A few stragglers, whose names were on the guerrilla muster-roll, were

captured and brought to l^ew Berne. A few others, supposed to belong

to the company, were also brought with us—11 in all. They are now
in the hands of the provost-marshal at New Berne.

About 60 citizens were made prisoners, but released at Swan Quar-

ter upon taking the oath of allegiance. From the best information

that could be obtained the band of guerrillas in this county were scat-

tered about in small parties of from 6 to 8, through the almost impass-

able swamps.
Quite a number of horses, oxen, and carts were captured, but the

greater part were abandoned, not deeming them of sufBcient value to

warrant the delay of transportation and expense of subsistence. On
the morning of the 12th instant Captain Eichardson, with 300 men and

all available transportation, was sent out 7 miles, to the farm of Judge

Donald, for the purpose of bringing in a quantity of cotton, corn, and

bacon.
The following is an approximate list of all the property turned over

to the proper authorities : Seventeen horses; 13 buggies; 1 yoke oxen;

1 schooner, Snow Squall, of Washington, of about 35 tons burden
; 8

,

cart-loads cotton (small portion unginned), not baled
;
about 1,500

pounds bacon ; about 400 bushels corn ; about 40 slaves, who followed

us to the landing. We embarked on the 13th instant and arrived at

New Berne on 14th instant. The only buildings burned by my order

were the outbuildings of a farm-house near Fairfield, in which we

found a rebel oflcer's coat, ammunition, &c. I regret to state that a

small mill' at Swan Quarter was fired and burned, and also a barn filled
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with corn adjoining Spencer's farm was burned by an unknown party;

also a number of stacks of fodder on the farm of Judge Donald was
burned without my order.

I would also call attention to a lack of proper discipline among the
line officers of the One hundred and third Eegiment Pennsylvania Vol-
unteers. They seem to have little or no control over their commands,
and lack energy to enforce proper discipline. To this there are some
exceptions.

The One hundred and First Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers also

lacks discipline, which I attribute to my long absence from it, but which
in the course of time I will bring about again. As an instance of in-

subordination in the One hundred and third Eegiment Pennsyl<rania
Volunteers, while embarking on board the Northerner from the steamer
Escort the officers and men, contrary to repeated orders, rushed forward
before the boat could be made fast to such an extent as to endanger
life and to render it impossible for the officers of the boat to manage
her. Having repeated the order for the men to remain in their places
and await orders, and all to no effect, I seized a gun and fired down the
side of the boat for the purpose of deterring the men, but with no in-

tention of injuring any one. At the moment of firing a man rushed
forward and was slightly injured.

My thanks are due the officers of the Escort, North State, Lockwood,
and Allison for their valuable assistance.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. B. MOEEIS,

Colonel, Commanding Expedition.
Liettt. Col. Southard Hoffman,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Addenda.]

New Berne, March 28, 1863.

Major-General Foster, Commanding, &c.:

Geneeai. : 1 deeply regret to be compelled, in the last hours of my
stay here, to distress you by complaints of the outrages of our forces in
the last expedition to Hyde County. In numerous instances, well au-
thenticated, they entered and robbed the houses of loyal men, destroyed
furniture, insulted women, and treated with scorn the protections which
by your advice 1 had given them. Can I give to people whose loyalty
is not and has never been questioned any assurance that you can see
them protected ?

As matters now stand the loyal men and women, aged and infirm, out-
side of our lines are the most unfortunate and oppressed in our country

;

both sides pillage and rob them. I know you have uniformly rebuked
these atrocities, but your words have been treated like my protections.

I invoke for the people referred to such interposition as your sense of
dutj^ and humanity will suggest.

With high respect and regard, yours, &c.,
ED. STANLY.

[Indorsement.]

Eeferred to Colonel Morris for report.

March 29, 1863.

J. G. FOSTEE,
Major-General.
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MABCH &-16, 1863.—Expedition against ITew Berne, N. C, including skir-

mishes (13th-14th) at Deep Gully, and attack (14th) on Fort Anderson.

REPORTS.*

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of

North Carolina.

No. 2.—Capt. David A. Taylor, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief Signal Officer.

No. 3.—Lieut. Nathaniel S. Barstow, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Infantry, Acting

Signal Officer, of attack on Fort Anderson.

No 4.—Itinerary of the First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, Brig. Gen. Innis

N. Palmer, U. S. Army, commanding, March 7-15.

No. 5.—Col. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, Second Brigade,

of skirmishes at Deep GuUy.

No. 6.—Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, U. S. Army, commanding Fiftti Division, of opera-

tions March 15-16.

No. 7.—Maj. Gen. Daniel H. Hill, C. S. Army, commanding Expedition.

No. 8.—Maj. John C. Haskell, C. S. Army, commanding Artillery.

No. 9.—Brig. Gen. John J. Pettigrew, C. S. Army.

No. 10.—Brig. Gen. Richard B. Gamett, C. S. Army.

No. 11.—Brig. Gen. Junius Daniel, C. S. Army.

No. 12.—Brig. Gen. Beverly H. Eobertson, C. S. Army, commanding Cavalry.

No. 1.

Reports of Maj. Gen. John O. Foster, U. 8. Army, commanding the De-
partment of North Carolina.

Headqtjaeters Eighteenth Aemt Coeps,
New Berne, N. C, March 15, 1863.

Geneeax. : The enemy are retiring from an attack on this town, which

-was intended to have been strong, but was feeble, very feeble, in all

places except on a work on north side of Neuse Eiver, directly opposite

the town. At that point the enemy opened a brisk artillery fire from

seventeen pieces, which continued about three hours. They retired a

short distance and remained threatening the work till this morning,

when they retired. The whole force of the enemy, from deserters, was

13 000 infantry and cavalry and thirty-nine pieces of artillery. I am
sending parties out in all directions to harass the enemy's retreat. The

attack was on tlie Uth, the anniversary of the taking of the town, anil

the supposition is that they intended to recapture the town on that day.

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
'

J. G. FOSTER,
Major-Oeneral, Commanding.

Major-General Halleck,
General-in- Chief.

Headquaetees Eighteenth Aemy Coeps,
New Berne, N. C, March 15, 1863.

Geneeal : Referring to my telegram of this date I have the honor to

report that on the evening of the 13th the enemy appeared in force on

the Trent road, driving in our picket posts on that road ; the force on

* For reports of Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee and Commander A. Murray, U. S.

Navy, see Annual Eeport of the Secretary of the Navy, December 7, 1863.
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the road was heavily re-enforced and ordered to retire slowly, and fl^t
if they were pressed.

At daylight of the 14th General Pettigrew, with a force of 7,000 men
and seventeen pieces artillery, attacked a small work on north side of

the Neuse Eiver, occupied by the Ninety second New York Volunteers,

Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson.* They opened a fire from all their pieces

on the work and held their infantry in reserve for assault. Colonel

Anderson was summoned to surrender several times,'which he declined

doing. Referring to me for orders, I instructed him to defend and bold

the work. The Navy gunboats were in an unfortunate position to be of

much assistance at iirst, owing to one being aground and the other two
damaged. They were, however, towed to position by tugs, and, assisted

by a battery of rifled guns on this side of the Neuse, compelled General
Pettigrew to withdraw his artillery and infantry, merely remaining in a

threatening position till this a. m., when he finally retired. On south

side of Trent Kiver the enemy advanced to within 6 miles of New Berne,

but have witihdrawn. The attack was to have been made with vigor

enough by General Pettigrew to have taken Camp Anderson, which
would have enabled him to have planted rifled batteries at that point,^

whence he might have driven the gunboats from the river and shelled

the town, during which a strong attack was to have been made on Trent
and Neuse roads. Our i)ickets held them on Trent road, although they
were ordered to fall back to my defenses where 1 proposed making the
fight.

The whole affair, meant to be effective and strong, was ineffective and
weak, inflicting no damage and accomplishing no object.

The force of the enemy was about 13,000 to 14,000 infantry and cav-

alry and thirty-nine pieces of artillery. Our loss was only 2 killed and
i wounded.

Keferring to my letter of March 2, I beg to say that recent informa-
tion shows General Longstreet with his corps to be on the Blackwater,.
and not southwest, as reported.

I am, general, very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
J. G. FOSTER,

Major- General, Commanding.
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,

Oeneral-in- Chief U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.

No. 2.

Report of Capt. David A. Taylor, Third Neic Toric Light Artillery, Chief
Signal Officer.

Headquarters Signal Detachment,
New Berne, March 18, 1863.

Sir : Inclosed I forward you copies of the reports of Lieutenants Mer-
rill t and Barstow, containing an account of their signal operations at
and in the vicinity of New Berne during the late movements, and of
the action which took place here on the 14th instant.

I can truly say that both Lieutenants Merrill and Barstow are by far
too modest in describing their own share of the work.

* The casnalties in the NiDety-second New York Infantry were 3 men wounded and
3 men missing ; 1 man reported as killed, March 13.

t Not found.
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The position occupied by Xieuteiiant Barstow was odc of extreme
danger; every tent and house within the works at Fort Anderson was
riddled by shot and shell, and the parade literally blown up by the ene-

my's artillery. Both Lieutenant Barstow and his flagman (Marsh) were
struck by spent pieces of shell, but fortunately received no injury of any
account. 1 1 is but justice to Lieutenant Merrill to state that but for him
the gunboat on which he was placed would have done more damage to
our troops than the enemy, as either through the stupidity, excitement,
or drunkenness of its commanding officer they were going to open fire

on the only place where the garrison of the fort were covered from the
fire of the enemy. Lieutenant Merrill having taken position on the pad-
dle-box had a fine view of the field and the roads by which the enemy
must come to assault the place, and the moment the head of their columns
showed themselves gave directions, distances, and elevations to the gun-
ners, and that so accurately that some of the rebel guns were for a time

abandoned and their infantry driven back. He and Lieutenant Barstow
together directed the fire of the gunboat Hunchback and the batteries

on shore on the south side of the Neuse.
With a corps of such officers as Lieutenant Merrill I would be willing

to undertake anything.
It was impossible for these officers to get their reports ready in time,

or these copies would have accompanied my own report of the same
transaction, lately mailed to you.

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID A. TATLOE,
Captain and Acting Signal Officer.

Maj. A. J. Myee, Signal Officer, V. S. Army.

No. 3.

Bepori of Lieut. Nathaniel S. Barstow, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts In-

fantry, Acting Signal Officer, of attack on Fort Anderson.

Headquartees Signal Detachment,
New Berne, March 16, 1863.

SlE : On the 13th instant, in pursuance to orders of Captain Taylor,

I reported for signal duty to Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson, at Fort An-

derson, on the north side of the Neuse Kiver, New Berne, N. C.

On the morning of the 14th instant, just before daylight, the fort was

attacked by General Pettigrew with two brigades of infantry and sev-

enteen pieces of artUlery.

By order of Colonel Anderson I sent the following message to Major-

General Foster

:

The enemy are in front of us in large force, with artiUery ; we Tvant men.

Answer:
Ke-enforcements shall be sent as soon as possible.

After sending this message, by the severity of the enemy's fire I was

compelled to change my position, and took a more sheltered place.

From Colonel Anderson to General Foster:

Send more men ; send them quickly.

Answer:
Hold out as ]ong as you can ; lie close; men are coming.
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This message was several times repeated, each time by order of

ColoDel Anderson in bis extreme anxiety for re-enforcements. I sent

several messages to the gunboats, directing their fire, such as, " Fire

higher," "Fire to the left," "Fire to the right," &c., but having no blank
book with me at the time could not record them.

I wish to recommend to your notice my flagman, Timothy S. Marsh,
Company D, Twenty-first Massachusetts Volunteers, who throughout the
whole affeir behaved with admirable coolness under a fire the severest

I ever saw.
I have the honor to remain, yours, very respectfully,

N. S. BAESTOW,
Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer.

Capt. D. A. Taylor,
Chief Acting Signal Officer.

No. 4.

Itinerary of the First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, Brig. Qen. Innis

N. Palmer, TJ. S. Army, commanding, March 7-15.*

March 7.—In accordance with orders from Headquarters Eighteenth
Army Corps, five companies of the Fifty-first Massachusetts Volunteer
Militia, of the First Brigade, marched from Newport Barracks to Cedar
Point, opposite Swansborough, on White Oak Eiver, where they biv-

ouacked. Here the infantry remained while a reconnaissance, under
General Potter, chief of staff Eighteenth Army Corps, was made some
16 miles farther on into the enemy's country. On the return of the re-

connoiteriug party the infantry returned to Newport Barracks, arriving

on the 10th instant.

March 13.—In anticipation of an attack upon New Berne three regi-

ments of the Second Brigade, viz, the Fifth Massachusetts Volunteer
Militia, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, and the Forty-sixth
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, were sent to Deep Gully, on the Trent
road. On arriving at the Gully it was found that the enemy had crossed
and were strongly posted. Bivouackiivg for the night, preparations
were made for a morning attack. At daylight the movement com-
menced and the fire of the skirmishers had just opened, when orders
were received to retire to New Berne, leaving one regiment, the Twenty-
fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, to hold the enemy in check. This was
done.
March 14.—The regiment at Deep Gully was re-enforced this a. m. by

the Forty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, of the Second Brigade.
An attack on New Berne being apprehended, the Forty-third Massa-
chusetts Volunteer Militia and other forces, under command of Col. T.

J. C. Amory, marched 18 miles on the Kinston road on a reconnaissance,
but, the enemy having retired, returned on the 16th to camp.
March 15.—The enemy commenced falling back, closely followed some

15 miles by the Forty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia ; but the
road being rendered impassable at this point by the retreating force the
Forty-sixth retraced their steps toward New Berne.

' From Returns of the Division and First and Second Brigades for March, 1863.
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S^O. 5.

R^ort of Col. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachmetts Infantry, Second
Brigade, of skirmishes at Deep Oully.

HdQES. TWENTY-FrFTH EeGT. MASSACHUSETTS VOLS.,
Vamp Oliver, New Berne, N. C, March 15, 1863.

Sir : I haTe the honor to report that on the 13th instant, at 5.30
p. m., I started with six companies of my regiment for the ontpost near
Deep Gully, that place being attacked by the enemy and being held by
the other four companies of my regiment with a part of the Third New
York Cavalry. I arrived at the disputed ground soou after dark and
learned that the enemy were in strong force in our front, with infantry,
.cavalry, and artillery, a distance of half a mile. By order of Colonel
Lee, commanding the brigade, I divided my regiment, placing a wing-
on either side of the Trent road, throwing out a strong picket to guard
against surprise, and remained on our arms until morning.
At daybreak I moved forward a company as skirmishers and they

immediately engaged the enemy's line. General Palmer taking com-
mand, I was ordered forward with my regiment, supported by the
Fifth and Forty-sixth Eegiments Massachusetts Volunteers, with a
section of Riggs' and one piece of Belger's batteries. Musketry firing
was kept up for nearly three hours. The city being attacked iu our
rear, the regiments supporting me were withdrawn for its defense, and
i was left, with my regiment and two pieces of artillery, to take care of
the enemy as best I could. Having special orders from General Pal-
mer not to expose the pieces, I blockaded the road and fell back to a
better position at the Jackson House and awaited their advance. They
soon began to shell the woods around and kept it up at intervals during
the day, but did not advance. At 4 p. m. I sent out one company, under
command of Captain Harrington, to observe the movements and posi-

tion of the enemy if possible. He went as far as Deep Gully and found
them falling back and exchanged shots with them at that place. I was
relieved by the Forty-third Eegiment Massachusetts Volunteer Militia

at 6 p. m. on the 14th, and returned to camp at New Berne with a loss

of 1 man wounded and 1 missing.

Eespectfully submitted.
JOSIAH PICKETT,

Colonel Twentyfifth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers.

Geoege W. Baetlett,
A, A. A. G. Second Brig., First Biv., Eighteenth Army Corps.

No. 6.

Report of Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, JJ. 8. Army, commanding Fifth Bi-

vision, of operations March 15-16.

Hdqes. Fifth Division, Eighteenth Aemy Cokps,
New Berne, N. C, March 16, 1863.

Colonel : Pursuant to orders, verbally communicated to me by the

commanding general, my division moved out yesterday on the road

south of the Trent River to feel the enemy, who had just then been
reported from the front to have probably crossed iu large force to that
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side. At half past 1 o'clock the regiments left their camps, and at
twenty minutes to 6 the command bivouacked 3J miles this side of Mill
Creek. The ground and road being very bad and wet for 3 miles for-

ward and the moon being absent made it impracticable to go farther.

We found a picket of the enemy 2 miles in front, and our own jjicket,

a mile in front, reports three shots fired into it in the night.
We advanced at daylight to-day. We approached Mill Creek as if

to find it occupied. Meeting no opposition we took possession of the
oi>posite bank at 8 a. m. 1 pushed on at once with the infantry to Pol-
locksville and there learned that Robertson with his cavalry left that
place yesterday at 1 o'clock p. m., going toKinston.
Having a picket on the Trent, this side of Mill Creek, I communicated

by it with the gunboat North Star, the captain of which placed himself
under my orders. This was prior to the advance from Mill Creek. 1

directed the boat to proceed to Pollocksville, where she arrived soon
after the troops, when I ordered her to return to New Berne.

Satisfied that the enemy were beyond reach and that no troops were
left in that vicinity, I marched my command back to their quarters at
New Berne.
The One hundred and fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Militia was detailed

last evening for the advance guard in the morning, and Colonel Mc-
Kibbin commanded it, although after being detailed his horse had fallen

upon him and fractured the fibula of one of his legs. He returned in
the gunboat from Pollocksville. He expressed himself as ably seconded
in the duties of the morning by Lieutenant-Colonel Troxel and Major
Hale, of his regiment.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HENRY PRINCE,
Brigadier- General Volunteers, Commanding,

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
A. A. 0., Hdqrs. Eighteenth Army Corps, New Berne.

No. 7.

Report of Maj. Gen. Daniel E. Hill, C. S. Army, commanding Expedition.

GoLDSBOEOUGH, N. C, March 16, 1863—1(» p. m.
Have just this moment arrived from below. Our expedition was

partly successful. I went with Daniel's brigade on the lower Trent
road to New Berne, and sent Robertson around on the upper Trent
road to cut the railroad. Pettigrew was to bombard the shipping and
barracks from the other side. The result was highly satisfactory on
our road.

On Friday we drove them to their first line of works at Deep Gully,
8 miles from New Berne. This was a very strong position naturally,
and strengthened by earthworks. It was defended by five companies
and two pieces of artillery. General Daniel in person charged it and
captured it with four companies. We held it that night and I sent an
order to Robertson to cat the railroad the next day.
At daylight Saturday morning the Yankees made a feeble attempt

at a recapture of Deep Gully. General Pettigrew opened at the same
time, but I soon discovered that he had been repulsed, as the firing
was plainly that of the heavy guns of a gunboat. After repulsing the
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Yankees at Deep Gully I would have pursued them to their next strong-

hold, at Rocky Eun, 3 miles nearer New Berne, but as Pettigrew had
been silenced, and there were three shorter roads to Kinston than the
one I was on, I fell back to a point opposite Trenton. Eemained there

Sunday and until noon to-day. No pursuit by the Yankees. Our loss

has been slight.

General Pettigrew reports

:

The absence of the Whitworth ruined us. The 20-pountler Parrotts are worse than
TiselesB. One burst, killing 4 men and wounding 4 ; another broke its axle. The
shells of all of them burst just at the njouth of the guu. I hope never to see them
again.

Eobertson sent me out a lieutenant, who partly cut the railroad. He
sent out a colonel, who saw some Yankees and came back. Eobertson
did not go himself. We must have a better man. Garnett did not

start until Sunday. I have sent Pettigrew to Greenville to protect

him if necessary. I propose to go over there myself in a few days. I

fear Garnett has seriously compromised himself by his long delay. If

it be true, as your scout reports, that the Yankees have been so heavily

re-enforced at New Berne they may attempt to cut Garnett ofi. Had
the Whitworth been sent the gunboat would have been beaten and
New Berne would have been at Pettigrew's mercy. Then if my origi-

nal plan had been carried out of moving Eansom on the Sound road to

the rear of New Berne I think we would have gained the town, or at

least have caused a very salutary alarm. The spirit manifested by
Whiting has spoiled everything. My order of assignment says :

" Gen-

eral D. H. Hill is assigned to the command of all the troops in North

Carolina." If I am to be cut down to two brigades I will not submit to

the s"windle.

So far as I can judge there will be no movement at Charleston until

Hooker gets out of the mud. Then there will be a general movement

on Fredericksburg, Petersburg, the North Carolina Eailroad, and Wil-

mington. We ought to have been clearing out North Carolina while

Hooker was mud-bound. This I urged three months ago, but I was

unheeded. It is not yet too late to do something and I am anxious to

go to work. I started out with my throat in a terrible fix and thought

it might cost me my life. Thank God, I am no worse.

Foster ought to be ashamed of letting one brigade run him into his

xat-hole. ^ „ ,,. , ,

I have received nothing but contemptuous treatment from Eichmond

from the very beginning of the war, but I hope they will not carry mat-

ters so far as to perpetuate a swindle.
^ ^ 4.

You were greatly mistaken in supposing that I was inditterent about

the Whitworth. I told you that it was too late to get it, but that it was

worth all the guns I had. I had tried the Parrotts, and their sheUa all

burst prematurely. ^ ,

If the Yankee re-enforcements are as large as your scout represents

them they will establish an inland communication between New Berne,

Washington, and Plymouth, and thus have their cordon of forts com-

plete from Suffolk down. A glance at the map will show how seriously

this would embarrass us. For my part I could get no information from

New Berne.
With great respect,

. jj^gi^L,
Major-Oeneral.

[General Longstreet.]
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No. 8.

Report of Maj. John C. Haskell, C. 8. Army, commanding Artillery.

Headqtjaktees Aetilleet,
March 16, 1863.

Captain : I have tlie lionor most respectfully to submit the following

report of the artillery under my command

:

1st. Ha\ingon March 8, in obedience to orders from Maj. Gen. D. H.
Hill, marched from Goldsborough -with a portion of the reserve artillery,

I bivouacked at Falling Creek, 26 miles from Goldsborough, 8 from

Kinston.
2d. On the night of the 8th at this place I received orders to report to

Brig. Gen. J. J. Pettigrew, and from him orders to move on to Kinston
with the rifle guns of my command, which consisted of four 20-pounder

Parrott guns of the Macon Light Artillery, under command of Lieut.

[C. W.] Slaten, and one 3-inch rifle of the Montgomery Light Artillery,

under command of Lieutenant Davis. Having reported there with the

above-mentioned guns, I was joined by the following batteries : Captain
Wyatt's, with two 12-pounder Napoleons (bronze), one heavy 12-pounder
(bronze), and one 10-pounder Parrott ; Capt. [J.J Graham's, of one 3-

inch rifle, one 12-pounder howitzer, and two 6-pounders (bronze), and a
section of Captain Graham's battery (attached to Daniel's brigade), of

two 3-inch rifles. With this artillery I marched in rear of the brigade
and trains about 21 miles from Kinston and halted for the night. About
a mile from the camping ground I was delayed for over three hours by
a portion of the brigade wagon train, and when they moved out, one
of my guns, a 3-iuch rifle, broke through a corduroy bridge, letting the
piece down into the water ; all the other guns of the command escaped.
Two being behind this were delayed until this gun could be pried out
and the bridge repaired. All the guns then crossed except the last two.
The horses of the first of these took fright and pulled one side of the
gun-carriage over the edge of the bridge. The water underneath being
some 4 feet deep, with great difficulty the wheels were taken off the car-

riage and the gun dismounted. ,To do this, however, it was found
necessary to cut away part of the bridge, and before it could be repaired
and the guns gotten to camp it was near daylight and the men and
horses were much jaded.

At 7 a. m. on the 10th the artillery resumed the march in the same
position as the day before and marched as far as Palmetto Creek, which
was crossed by all the artillery except the 20-pounder battery, the first

gun of which crushed in the bridge and was drawn out by hand with
great difficulty. The bridge was then repaired in about three hours
and the rest of the train j^assed over and moved on, allowing the brigade
commissary wagons to pass in front. In this order the march was con-

tinued until within about 3 miles of the camping place for the night, when
the artillery was stopped by the brigade wagon train, which had stalled

in the middle of a stream. The wagons were removed by about 10
o'clock that night, when all the light guns and one 20-pounder crossed,

I getting over about 11.30 o'clock. The rest of the 20-pounders were
behind the commissary wagons, which did not cross until about 2 the
next evening, as the stfeam was impassable and had to be bridged.
If this battery had crossed the night before I do not think they could
have advanced farther, as the horses were broken down. After cross-

ing, the artillery again moved forward and arrived within about 2 miles
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of Bafrington's Ferry and halted with all the guus except the 10-

pounder Parrott of Captain Wyatt's battery, which I had placed in

position under Lieutenant Eives at Pettiford's Ferry to enfilade the work
at Barrington's Ferry and fire at the gunboats when expedient. This
gun fired a number of rounds at the encampment and redoubt, the effect

of which could not be seen, and eight at a gunboat, four of which Lieut.

[Charles M.] Eives thinks took effect, when she hauled off out of range.
The artillery, with the exception of this piece, was moved forward just

about daybreak, and I was directed by General Pettigrew to place them
in position so as to play upon the earthwork at the ferry and the gun-
boats upon the river. In obedience to this order I placed the guns of

Captains Wyatt's and Graham's batteries in position about 400 yards
from the work, and directed them to open fire.with shell and case-shot,

which they did, throwing the shell and case-shot with great precision in

the work. After some rounds Captain Wyatt commenced firing sohd shot

from some of his guns to batter down the breastwork. It was soon found
unavailing and stopped. As soon as the batteries of CaptainsWyatt and
Graham commenced firing I ordered up the rifle guns and placed them
in position on the right and left of these batteries, giving them orders

to direct their fire against the gunboats, except a section of 3-inch rifles

under Lieut. Aldon Alexander, which was placed upon the extreme

right, with orders to fire upon the earthwork at a point where it seemed
weakest. Though the guns were worked well and fired accurately the

effect was small. The rest of the rifle guns fired at the gunboat, which

was distant If miles, with but little effect. Although they struck her

several times it was impossible, with the very inferior ammunition with

which they were supplied, to shoot accurately enough to strike any vital

pari unless by chance. After the firing had continued about an hour

the first piece of the 20-pounders burst, mortally wounding 1 man and

severely wounding 2 others. About half an hour after this, by the di-

rection of General Pettigrew, the guns were gradually withdrawn and

taken back about 1 mile, with the exception of the smooth guns of

Captains Wyatt's and Graham's batteries, which were kept close to be

moved up if necessary. About 3 p. m. they were withdrawn and moved

back to the halting place of the night before and halted there until

about 12 o'clock at night of the 14th, when the artillery moved again

until it arrived at the ground where I had encamped the night of the

12th, and halted there until about 12 m. on the 15th; then again moved

to Swift Creek and took position to repel an attack which was antici-

pated.
Daring the march it was found necessary to dismount and leave one

of the 20-pounder Parrotts, as the axle, which had an old crack in it, was

found on examination to have broken in two during the fire of the 14th

and could not be replaced. It was hidden, so that it might be sent for

hereafter. I would most respectfully recommend that the 20-pounders

be taken from the Macon Light Artillery, as it is a good company and

deserves better than to have its members wounded and killed by defect-

I wouid beg leave, most respectfully, to call to the favorable con-

sideration of the general, Lieut. Aldon Alexander, who on the march

down gave invaluable aid by his skill as an engineer and untiring energy

in commanding, which would without him have been the cause of much

greater delay than was experienced. All the men and oflicers behaved

coollv and well. ^ , . •„ , , i

The following were the casualties: Macon Light Artillery had 1 man

mortally wounded, 2 severely; Lieutenant Alexander's section had 1 man



192 NOEIH CAEOLINA AND S E. VIRGINIA. [Chap. XXX

wounded by a shell from the enemy, not dangerously. The remaining

batteries lost none killed and none wounded. From Captain Graham's

battery there is 1 missing.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN C. HASKELL,

Capt. [S. C] Hughes,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Major, Commanding Artilery.

No. 9.

Report of Brig* Gen. John J. Pettigrew, C. S. Army.

Headquaetees Pettigeew's Beigade,
Greenville, N. C, Ilarch 17, 1863.

Geneeal : The expedition intrusted to me having failed in accom-
plishing the hoped-for result, I submit the following statement of the

causes

:

I left Goldsborough on the 9th instant (Monday) with the portion of

my brigade there stationed and arrived at Kinston on Tuesday after-

noon. That night I received your instructions to take the two rifled

guns of General Daniel, the four 20-pounder Parrotts of the reserve

artillery, and the Whitworth gun in case it arrived, and to proceed
to Barrington's Ferry ; to get my guns in position without observa-
tion if possible ; to open a concentrated fire upon the enemy's work,
which it was thought would so demoralize the enemy as to induce an
almost bloodless surrender. I was then to open on the Yankee ship-

ping and barracks. It was important that the bombardment should
begin on Thursday. The distance was 57 miles, and the heavy rain of

Tuesday and Wednesday had swollen the swamps and put the roads in

very bad condition. Many of the bridges broke down under the 20-

pounders, all causing great delay, but I wrote you that I hoped to carry
the work by moonlight on Friday morning with the bayonet, which I

preferred, as the enemy in New Berne then would not know the result
and I might thus be enabled to intrench the guns before the gunboats
attacked. The infantry reached the camp, 8 miles from Barrington's,
at dark, and I intended to start at midnight for the ferry, but a swamp
some 3 miles in rear of the halt changed under the train into a quick-
sand. The men vainly worked all night in the freezing water to repair
it. It was necessary to bridge the whole swamp in a new place, which
was done under the superintendence of Lieutenant Koerner, of the Topo-
graphical Engineers, who ofl'ered his services and greatly aided me.
About 3 p. m. Friday the bridge was finished. The infantry arrived at
the ferry early in the night, but the 20-pounders having mired, the ar-

tillery was detained until late in the morning.
In a reconnaissance made by me and Major Haskell and my aides

during the afternoon, Pettiford's Ferry had appeared a suitable point
for attacking the gunboats and perhaps for enfilading the work. A
rifled gun, under Lieutenant Eives, was placed there before daylight.
The Twenty-sixth Eegiment (Col. [H. K.] Burgwyn), assisted by Cap-
tain Whitford's Bangers, were to capture or drive in the enemy's pickets.
The Twenty-sixth supported by the Forty-fourth Eegiment, if necessary,
were to carry the work. I hoped then to intrench the 20-pounders and
drive away the gunboats and the enemy from his intrenchments in front
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of New Berne. The first part of this programme was excellently well
carried out; 3 of the enemy's pickets were captured; the bridges within
the enemy's lines were repaired. At 400 yards we came for the first
time in view of the work. The result of what I had heard of the char-
acter of the work and learned from my reconnaissance of the previous
day, and from what I now saw before me, was as follows

:

It was a simple pan coupe, situated on a slight elevation, the height of
the interior crest being 8 or 9 feet and the ditch in front C by 8 feet.
It was flanked by a swamp of 3 or 4 railes on the right and a swampy
creek on the left, so that it could only be approached in front. The
road ran down to its center and then along the ditch of the left half.
The garrison was composed of a two-years' regiment, about 250 or 300
strong.

It was now broad daylight. The presumption was the garrison would
fire one round, costing us 50 or 100 men. I therefore decided to display
my force, demoralize them by a heavy fire, and demand a surrender, thus
saving my own men and not unnecessarily killing theirs. The light bat-
teries deployed finely into battery at 400 yards from the work and opened
upon it a rapid and well-directed fire. After a few minutes I demanded
a surrender by Lieut. [Louis G.] Young, my aide-de-camp. This was
a mistake on my part and I regret it very much, but it had no effect upon
the principal object of the movement. They declined surrendering with-
out consulting General Foster, &c. The firing was then recommenced.
I now de^'oted my attention to the 20-pouuders. I regret to say that
their performance was execrable—fully as bad as the experiments at
Goldsborough led us to fear. A gunboat lay opposite us at the wharf
in New Berne, about IJ miles distant, getting up steam and firing upon
us, in which she was aided by field guns, probably Whitworths from
the sound of the missiles. Half of the shells from the 20-pounders
burst just outside of the guns. They turned over in the air and were
perfectlj' harmless to the enemy. At length the axle of one of these
guns broke and it became unserviceable. Then another burst, wound-
ing 3 men, 1 of them mortally. These four 20-pounders were our sole

agents for accomplishing the object of the expedition. It was now
painfully evident that they were worse than useless. Of the six guns
composing the battery two had burst at Fredericksburg, one here, a
fourth was disabled by the breaking of an axle-tree. The ammunition
was fully as bad as the guns. The light guns would have been efiective

against gunboats in an ordinary-sized river, but the Neuse at New
Berne is so wide as to enable them to remove a mile or two distant.

Other boats with heavy guns were coming round from the Trent. The
principal object of the expedition having then utterly failed it seemed
to me folly longer to expose the men and materiel of the artillery. The
only question was whether I should carry the work before withdrawing.
The Twenty-sixth had been in waiting ever since daylight and would
have done it in five minutes. The advantage of so doing would have
been the capture of some 300 two-years' men, with their arms. The
work we could not hold. The disadvantage was the ])robable loss of

a certain number of men 60 miles from our hospitals. I decided against

it. It cost me a struggle, after so much labor and endurance, to give

up the edat, but I felt that my duty to the country required nie to save

my men for some oi)eration in which sacrifices would be followed by
consequences, not in capturing two-years' men and holding temporary

possession of breastworks, however brilliant the operation might be. I

therefore withdrew the wliole command except the Twenty-sixth Eegi-

13 R E—VOL XTIII
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ment, which remained within about 600 yards of the place in order to

cover the withdrawal of Captain Whitford's men. I cannot too highly

express my admiration of the manner in which they stood the furious

shelling of the enemy without iJinching. The rest of the command was
about a mile distant.

In the afternoon, the enemy having received re-enforcements, I

thought he might sally out, so I drew up in line parallel to the fire of

the gunboats, the right resting some three-quarters' of a mile from the

work. While in this position the enemy's scouts were perceived ad-

vancing, doubtless to discover our position, but they disappeared as

soon as our skirmishers showed themselves. The shelling of the gun-

boats continued all day. The two rifled guns at Pettiford's Ferry re-

plied, and, I have every reason to think, disabled one.

Later in the afternoon I withdrew to my camp. During the night

the sounds of drums, bugles, and bands in ISTew Berne announced that

their forces had retreated from General Daniel's front; but as we heard
nothing from his guns after 12 m. I concluded that he had not pursued.

The whole force in New Berne could thus be thrown upon my rear at

very short notice, so the next day (Sunday) I fell back 8 miles, within

striking distance of Swift Creek. I then received your order to proceed
to Greenville.

It will thus be seen, general, that the not capturing of the fort was
owing to myself, for which I have given my reasons, good or bad. The
failure of the effort to drive the gunboats out of New Berne and the
troops from their intrenchments was owing solely to the utter worth-
lessness of the 20 pounder Parrotts, which had hung around our necks
like a millstone during the march and failed us in the vital moment.
My attack was ijartly effective in withdrawing the troops from General
Daniel's front, and had I been supplied with four Whitworth guns I

firmly believe you might have slept in New Berne that night.
For details of the artillery I refer to the report of Major Haskell, who

discharged his whole duty.
I was greatly indebted throughout to that gallant and efficient ofiQcer

Captain Whitford.
I cannot refrain from bearing testimony to the unsurpassed military

good conduct of those under me. In seven days they marched 127 miles,
waded swamps, worked in them by night and day, bivouacked in the
rain, sometimes without fire, never enjoyed a full night's rest after the
first, besides undergoing a furious shelling, and discharging other
duties. All this without murmuring or even getting sick.

The loss of the enemy I have no means of ascertaining. Several
boat-loads of apparently dead or wounded men were sent over to New
Berne.
Our casualties were caused by the bursting of the 20-pounder and by

the shells from the gunboats. The fort did not return our fire at all.

Including concussions and other trivial injuries they amount to 23, dis-
tributed as follows

:

Killed 2
Seriously Tvouuded (2 mortally, since died) 7
Slightly wounded 14

Total 23

Among the wounded is the adjutant-general of the brigade, Capt. [N.
C] Hughes, whose face was injured by sand thrown into it by the strik-
ing of a shell upon the ground nearly in front of him.
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We left the fragments of the 20-pounder that burst on the field in
front of the work at Barrington's Ferry. They could not have her taken
off without a wagon.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. J. PETTIGEEW,
Brigadier- General, Provisional Army, Confederate States.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hlll,
Commanding Department of Korth Carolina.

[Inclosnre.]

GoLDSBOEOTJGH, N. C, March 10, 1863.

[Brig. Gen. J. J. Pettigrew:]
I wish you to take all the rifled guns in your own brigade, Daniel's,

and the reserve artillery, and the Whitworth gun from Wilmington (if

arrived) and move with your brigade to the neighborhood of Earring-
ton's Ferry. Get all your gnus in position, if possible, without observa-
tion and open a concentrated fire upon the enemy's work at the ferry.

It is thought that this can be reduced ; if so, push up your guus to it

after its fall and open upon the Yankee shippiug and barracks. It is

important that this bombardment shall begin on Thursday, and your
brigade must move part of the way to-morrow. It is proper for you to

know that there is to be a combined movement from the James to the

Cape Fear, and you are to begin it. Upon your success depends very
much the success of the scheme. The condition of Contentuea Creek
or the roads below may prevent your march, or there may be other ob-

jections which I do not understand. If so, wait until you see me;
hope to be down to-morrow. I most earnestly hope, however, there

will be no obstacle in the way. I have written to General Garnett, at

Greenville, that you would begin on Thursday. Everything is in-

trusted to j'our skill, prudence, and good management.
With great respect,

D. H. HILL,
Major- General.

No. 10.

Report of Brig. Gen. Richard B. Garnett, C. S. Army.

Headquarters Garnett's Brigade,
Tarborough, Jf. C, March 11, 1863.

General: I have the honor to make the following report, which I

deem important you should be in possession of

:

My last regiment has just arrived. My troops have been very much
delayed on the route, owing to want of concert among the railroad

agents. I did r.ot receive your letter of instructions until about 1 o'clock

to-day which was the first reliable information I had of my destination.

Being entirely ignorant of the country in which I was ordered to oper-

ate I consulted with the post quartermaster, Captain Brown, who in-

formed me that he had done business in Hyde County for many years.

He was of the opinion that it had been very much stripped by the

Yankees and introduced to me a Mr. Blount, of the Forty-first North

Carolina' Eegiment, whom he represented as a very trustworthy man
and a native of Beaufort, the adjoining county to Hyde. Mr. Blount
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gives me the following information, which he obtained in Hyde County
while endeavoring to get out a horse belonging to him?
The Yankee troops have destroyed the following bridges: Puugo

Bridge, 100 yards long ; Wilkersou Oreek Bridge, 40 yards long ; Broad
Creek Bridge, GO yards long, and Rose Bay Bridge, 20 yards long. (All

of these except the first are in Hyde County, and must be rebuilt before

wagons can pass over the only accessible road through the county.

This last fact is confirmed by Captain Brown.) Mr.'Blonnt was told by
Dr. Milton Selby and Mr. Davis (gentlemen of high standing in Hyde)
that the Federal troops had lately made several raids into the county

(one about a week since), destroying and carrying off large quantities

of bacon (about 15,000 pounds from a Mr. Bell), besides wantonly killing

beef-cattle and other stock. The number of the enemy in their last

expedition was about 1,500, Mr. Blount reports ten gunboats on the

Sound, two of which he saw in Pungo Eiver.

I have but few mechanics iu my command and no building-tools ex-

cept axes. It would be almost impossible to build a bridge over the

Pungo River if attacked by the gunboats, which would probably be the

case, as the water is some 20 feet deep and the work would necessarily

occupy several days. With regard to the other bridges I can form no
idea, being ignorant of the facility for getting timber, &c., in their neigh-

borhood. You canjudge, seeing the distance I would have to march and
the detention I would meet with from the causes above stated, whether
the concert you mentioned with other troops could be carried out.

I shall leave for Greenville to-morrow morning, which place I cannot
reach until the next day. As the information may modify your views,

I am desirous of hearing from you as soon as possible. You will there-

fore oblige me very much by replying by the bearer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. B. GAENETT,
Brigadier- Genera I, Commanding.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding.

No. 11.

Report of Brig. Gen. Junius Daniel, C. S. Army.

Headquartees,
Kinston, ^^. C, March 11, 18G3.

General : Your letters of instructions have been received and de-
livered. General Eobertson left yesterday; General Pettigrew this

morning ; Major Haskell is about leaving. 1 am very anxious that you
should come down to-day. You are aware that there are four roads
from this place to New Berne besides the railroad. I do not think I can
advance in any force or with wagons over any other than the lower
Trent. The bridges are destroyed on Neuse aud Dover roads and it

will require a day or two to build them. You are also aware that un-
less General Eobercsou operates between the Trent and White Oak that
the upper Trent road will be left open to the enemy. I think I under-
stood from General Eobertson that his orders were to operate on
south side of Trent, allowing him to go beyond the White Oak I pre-

sume.
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The only nevra from the enemy is that of the 8th. The enemy's cav-
alry went to Swansborongh from Smith's Mill, where they met some
of their men in boats. The cavalry returned to Smith's Mill on the 9th.

Very respectfully, &c.,

JC:N"IUS DANIEL,
,, . ^ Briffadier-OeneruL
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,

Commanding at Goldshorough, iV. G.

ISio. 12.

Report of Brig. Gen. Beverly H. Rohtrtson, C. 8. Army, commanding
Cavalry.

Headquarters Cavalry Brigade,
March 21, 18C3.

Major: I have the honor to report, for the information of the major-
general commanding, that on Monday, the 9th instant, in obedience to
his written instructions, and immediately after their receipt, I moved
with six squadrons of my command—three from the Fifty-ninth and the
remainder from the Sixty third Regiment JSTorth Carolina Troops, in all
about 500 men—to the south side of Trent River; thence toward Jack-
sonville, the enemy having been reported advancing in that direction.
Upon my arrival at Huggins' farm I was informed by Capt. [T. W.j

Harris, [Company E, Sixty-third North Carolina Troops, or Fifth Cav-
alry], ou picket duty in that vicinity, that the Yankees had recrossed the
White Oak River and probably returned to New Berne. Learning next
morning (Thursday) that they were reported in force at Trenton, I at
once started for that point via Comfort, iu the vicinity of which I en-
camped the same night.
Early ou the following day, in order to protect Daniel's right and re-

connoiler the country, 1 proceeded to Pollocksville, where it was stated
the enemy had their pickets stationed and were strongly fortified. Upon
my arrival there I ascertained the Yankees had crossed Mill Creek
several days previous and destroyed the bridge over that stream, which,
on account of the recent rains, I found impassable for cavalry, at least

iu that vicinity. I therefore returned to McDaniel's Mill and encamped,
lea\ing Mclntire's squadron on picket at Pollocksville and Mill Creek,
with orders to hold those places at all hazards. With a view to carry-

ing out the instructions of the major-general commanding, I detached
a party under command of Lieut. W. J. Wiley, Company F, Sixty-third

Regiment, with directions to move rapidly and cut the railroad between
Sheppardsville and New Berne. I provided the party with a few axes

and sent with it the only good guide I had—Private Dennis, Forty-first

Regiment North Carolina Troops. With the bulk of my force I deter-

mined either to head Mill Creek and operate iu the enemy's rear nearer

New Berne or move upon Sheppardsville. Upon reaching Richard Old-

field's I was informed by a most res[)ectable, intelligent, and loyal citi-

zen (well known to many of my officers), and perfectly familiar with

that section of country, that but few cavalry could be advantageously

used there. I therefore decided to detach a good squadron, with instruc-

tions to strike a blow at or near Evans' farm, about 7 miles from New
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Berne. With bis usual alacrity Col. [P. G-.J Evans, [Sixty-third North
Carolina Troops, or Fifth Cavalry], who is perfectly acquainted with

that neighborhood, volunteered to command it and selected Capt. [B. F.]

Shaw's squadron. With the remainder of my command I moved on to-

ward Sheppardsville, reachin g Peletier's Mill, 20 odd miles distant, before

sunset. After gaining from reliable sources all the information I could

relative to the enemy's strength, position, &c., 1 made arrangements to

attack Sheppardsviile early next day (Sunday), or, at least to occupy
the enemy's attention at that point while Colonel Ferebee, who promptly
ottered bis services for tiie purpose, would destroy the railroad above
is'ewport Creek, taking the left-hand road beyond Kennedy's Mill.

During tlie night official dispatches were received, both from the major-

general commanding and from Colonel Evans, whose contents induced
me to abandon my plan. By reference to the map you will perceive

that I had reached a poiut 25 or30 miles iu front of Smith's Mill, on White
Oak, following the only road by which it was possible for me to return.

C()lonel Evans having been compelled to fall back over Mill Creek my
position was by no means desirable, since in the event of the enemy's
advance to the fork of the road at Smith's Mill I should bave been forced

to cut my way through or swim the White Oak at Swansborough. Some
time before day Lieutenant Wiley's party returned and reported they
had torn up tbe railroad track at a point 3 miles above Sheppardsviile.
From the proximity of the enemy's forces they were compelled to wait
until after night to commence operations. I was highly gratified with
the promptness and efiUciency displayed by Lieutenant Wileyand party.

Colonel Evans had not advanced more than 6 or 7 miles beyond Mill

Creek before he encountered a large force of the enemy's cavalry, with
which he skirmished awhile, resulting in the loss of one horse killed on
our side and disabling one of the enemy's. The colonel then ordered a
charge, but the road was in such condition that the horses mired down
and two men were dismounted. The shouting, however, had the eft'ect of

routing the Yankees, but the colonel did not deem it prudent to pursue,
as his rear was much exposed. A prisoner whom we captured reported
a large force iu that vicinity, as did also a loyal citizen.

Colonel Evans speaks in tbe highest terms of the coolness and gal-

lantry of Captain Shaw and Lieut. John C. Hines, of Company C. He
also mentions the good conduct of Sergt. Lewis H. Darden, whose horse
was killed under him; Privates Thomas O. Bunting, Richard H. Lee,
Charles Butler, Thomas Isl. Fenill, Walter J. Moore, George M. Tatum,
George Vaun, Coruehus Timothy, Isaac W. Grist, and Corpl. W. F.
Culbretb, all of whom volunteered to go to the front and watch the
enemj\

I am pleased to state that my whole command during the march con-
tinued in excellent spirits despite the weather, and seemed anxious to
engage the foe. My movements were seriously interrupted and impeded
by the scarcity of forage, of which there is not sufficient to supply the
wants of the few citizens remaining in those counties.

I am greatly in need of a good battery, and respectfully ask that one
be ordered to me without delay.

Very respectfullv, vour obedient servant,
B. H. EOBERTSON,

Brigadier- Qeneral.

Maj. Aecher Anderson,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Dept. of N. C, Goldsborough.
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MARCH 10-13, 1863.—Demonstration on Plymoutli, N. C.

Report of Maj. Walter G. Bartliolomeic, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts
Infantry, commanding Post.

Plymouth, N. C, March 13, 1863.

Genekal : I have the houor to report that ou the 10th instant, at
about 3 o'clock j). m., the enemy made their appearance, about 50 strong,
^vithiu rifle-shot of our outpost. I immediately ordered the garrison to
take position in line of the inside pickets and sent a company out as skir-

mishers, who proceeded about 2 miles and found they were in force one-
half mile farther on. I re])orted to Captain Flusser, of the gunboat
Perry, but the enemy not malcing any further demonstrations at that time
did not open upon them. After standing an hour in a drenching rain
another alarm was given. As the enemy advanced and fired upon our
pickets the gunboats commenced to shell them, and they retired. They
made their appearance again about 10 in the evening so close to our
lines that we could hear them speak distinctly. At a signal from the
boats the pickets were drawn in, and they were again shelled, as I learn,

with good effect, as several were reported killed and wounded. We
were under arms the remainder of the night but were not molested. In
the morning I sent a party to reconnoiter, who went as far as (Jorpeur's

blacksmith's shop, which had been used as a picket post, and burned it

in sight of the enemy, and ascertained their strength to be about 800
men of the Seventeenth North Carolina Eegiment.
This morning (the 13th), about 2 o'clock, three rockets were sent up

by the enemy and were answered by two blue ones several miles up the

river. Thus we are still in doubt as to what they intend to do, but ex-

pect to meet them with determination whatever way they come. Both
officers and men behaved with their usual gallantrj', and expressed much
disappointment that the affair should end so quietly.

I am, general, your very obedient servant,
W. G. BARTHOLOMEW,

Major, Commanding Post.

MARCH 17, 1863.— Skirmish near Franklin, Va.

REPORTS.

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army.

No. 2.—Col. Samuel P. Spear, Eleventli Pennsylvania Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Maj. Gen. John J. Peel, TJ. 8. Army.

Suffolk, Va., March 17, 1863.

Dear Sir : Colonel Spear was delayed from four to five hours, and

reached the vicinity of Franklin about 9 o'clock. He charged with

cavalry, capturing one lieutenant, but his men failed to get over the

earthworks, ditches, &c. He made a second charge with like results.

He shelled them with effect. He went down toward South Quay and is

now returning. Major Stratton led a charge and was twice wounded,
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but only slightly. Lieut. [G. B.] Knight and one man missing. Lieut.

[S. L.] Monday is badly wounded. It was a bold dash for cavalry, and

impressed the rebels with the idea that our men were in earnest.

JOHN J. PECK,
2Iajor- General.

General Dix.

Xo. 2.

Report of Col. Samuel P. Sjiear, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry.

IIdqes. Eleventh Pennsylvania Vol. Cavalry,
Camp Suffolk, Ya., March 18, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of a reconnais-

sance made by me in the direction of Franklin, &c.

:

On the evening of the 16th I received orders from the commanding
general, through his assistant adju cant-general, -to make a thorough in-

vestigation of the ground occupied by a supposed force on the Black-

water, and opposite to, on this side of the river from Franklin. I ac-

cordingly left Suflblk in command of 350 cavalry and four pieces of

Davis' battery, and, proceeding very cautiously, arrived at and found
the enemy's outer pickets at Hebron Church, half a mile from Carrsville

and 4J miles this side of Franklin. They at once fled to the woods»
and undoubtedly, by a pathway, gave information of my approach. I

advanced, and at a point 1 mile this side of Franklin found a small

picket; captured a first lieutenant in charge and sent him at once to

your headquarters. Here I ordered a charge of three comy^anies, under
Maj. F. A. Stratton, and he gallantly made the same, in which, imme-
diately under the breastworks of the enemy, he lost his horse and full

equipments. Some of his men were wounded and Lieut. Samuel L.

Monday was badly wounded in the abdomen. The party under command
of Major Stratton, after examining the enemy's defenses, &c., and in

accordance to orders, returned and joined my main body. Captain Davis
was then directed and threw about eighteen shells directly into the en-

emy's lines, which must have done great destruction.
1 then ordered cease firing and made a second charge of three com-

panies, under Maj. George T. Cornog, which was done in such a man-
ner as to merit my thanks. The enemy's intrenchments, masked bat-
tery, and rifle-pits were so constructed as to be impassable for cavalry,
and while no results could be gained by me, enabled him to a very
great advantage.
The fortifications, rifle-pits, &c., are about 200 yards from Blackwater

Eiver and running nearly parallel with it, and it is estimated, by a
minute examination, that one regiment of infantry, about 250 cavalry,
two lOpounder rifled guns, and one section of rocket battery is the
strength of the enemy on this side of the river at that point.

Inclosed please find a list of wounded and missing,* and see note of
some since returned. Lieutenant Knight must, I think, have been
thrown from his horse, and is probably now a prisoner unhurt.

It gives me pleasure to commend highly the conduct of Majs. Frank-
lin. A. Stratton and George T. Cornog for their promi^t, energetic,
and spirited manner in conducting their respective charges, and unless

'Not found. Regimental returns report 1 ofScer and 2 men wounded, aud 1 officer

and II men missing.
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these movements had beeu made it would have been impossible to liavo
given a correct or even a slight account of the enemy's defenses
streugth, &c.

'

Lieut. Samuel L.Monday was seriously wounded* while in the per-
formance of his duty, and I regret exceedingly this serious injury to an
excellent and promising officer.

Gapt. Phineas A. Davis is deserving of great credit for his portion of
duty in the reconnaissance, and officers and men all behaved well.
Having performed the duty assigned me, 1 returned to camp at 7 last

evening.
While I regret exceedingly the loss in missing I am positive that I

could not have carried out my instructions with less casualties.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. SPEAE,
Colonel Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Maj. B. B. Foster,
Amstant Adjutant-General

MAECH 23, 1863.—Skirmish at Winfield, N. C.

RBPORXS.
No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of Virginia.

No. -2.—Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of North
Carolina.

No. 3.—Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Array.

iS^O. 1.

Report of Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. Army, commanding the Depart-
ment of Virginia.

Poet Moneoe, Va., March 29, 18G3.

On the 23d the enemy, with three companies Forty-second North Car-
olina and a guerrilla force, under command of Colonel Brown, Forty-
second North Carolina, attacked the post at Winfield, on the Chowan,
below Gatesville. Lieutenant McLane, with part of a company of the
First North Carolina Volunteers, took refuge in a block-house, and after

an hour and a half's fighting repulsed the enemy. The next day Gen-
eral Foster came up from Plymouth with three companies, which were
landed and sent in pursuit. Four companies of the Eleventh Pennsyl-
vania Cavalry were sent from Suffolk the same day by General Peck.

Some of Colonel Brown's command succeeded in crossing the Chowan.
The residue were overtaken by General Foster's companies, and after a
skirmish were dispersed and scattered in the swamps. Our troops were
trying to hunt them up at last accounts. This morning the enemy
attacked Williamsburg with infantry and cavalry, and were rei^ulsed

by the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, under Colonel Lewis. They had
retreated an hour ago. All was quiet at Williamsburg, and Colonel

Lewis had re-established his pickets.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief.

'Died of his ^-ouuds March 18, 1863.



202 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Chap. XXX.

No. 2.

Report of Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. 8. Army, commanding the Depart-
ment of North Carolina.

Chowan Eivee, Steamer John Faeon,
March 25, 1863.

General : The rebels attacked the post at Winfleld on the morning
of the 23d at daybreak. Lieutenant McLane, with the portion of his

company (of the First North Carolina Volunteers) that had not left him,

took refuge in the block-house, and after one and a half hours' fighting

repulsed the enemy, whose force consisted of three companies of the

Forty-second North Carolina and a guerrilla force, all under the com-
mand of Colonel Brown, of the Forty-second North Carolina. I was at

Plymouth at the time and ran up with three companies, landed them,
and started them in pursuit, at the same time patroling the river with
my boat to prevent their recrossing and also sending for some cavalry
to General Peck, at Suffolk, to scour the country and pick up stragglers.

Some of Colonel Brown's command succeeded in recrossing, but the re-

mainder were overtaken by our companies at Eocky Hock Creek yes-

terday morning and attacked, and after a short skirmish scattered into

the swamps.
Four companies of your fine regiment, the Eleventh Pennsylvania

Cavalry, arrived at night, too late to do much scouting, but will to-day
try to force out these fugitive rebels. You can, if you choose, send a
brief epitome of this small affair to General Halleck.

If you still entertain the idea of holding the country north of the
Albemarle, now garrisoned by very small parties, I shall be happy to
vacate whenever you find it convenient to replace my small garrisons
or to establish others more convenient for you. I think the post at
Winfield should be maintained to intercept smuggling across the
Chowan Eiver.

With great respect, very truly, yours,

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General, Volunteers.

General John A. Dix,
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.

No. 3.

Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, V. S. Army.

Suffolk, Ya., 3Iaroh 23, 1863.

The post at Winfield, N. C, was attacked this morning by a consid-
erable force of guerrillas in the absence of the gunboat. One of the
pickets came in. I at once ordered Major Stratton to go down with a
party of cavalry and render any assistance in his power.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

General Dix.

Suffolk, Va., March 24, 1863.

A communication from General Foster's headquarters reached me
this morning. The gunboats bad arrived at Winfield from Plymouth
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and relieved the garrison after all their barracks were burned Thev
crossed 8 miles below. Yesterday I sent a strong party, under Major
Sr'i"."^,'

^"•^ ^^P® ^® '^ay be able to cut off and capture some of them
bliall follow them up.

JOHN J. PECK,
/-, , T^ Major- General.
General Dix.

Suffolk, Ta., March 25, 1863.
Major Strattou reached Winfield at 8 a. m., in excellent time The

gunboat had been back with four companies of infantry and left again
prior to his arrival. The infantry were in pursuit. The rebels moved
oft toward Edenton. Some heavy guns were heard in that direction

JOHN J. PECK,
,r . ^ , ^ Major- Oeneral.
Major-General Dix.

MARCH 29, 1863.—Skirmish at Williamsburg, Va.

REPORTS, ETC.*
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Richard Busteed, U. S. Army, commanding at Yorktown, and

orders.

Kg. 2.—Lieut. Col. William Lewis, Fifth Pennsylvania CavaJry.
No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, C. S. Army.
No. 4.—Col. William B. Tabb, C. S. Army.
No. 5.—Capt. G. A. Wallace, C. S. Army.

No. 1.

Eeport of Brig. Gen. Richard Busteed, V. S.Army, commanding at Yorlc-
toicn, and orders.

YOEKTOWN, March 30, 1803.

I .sent you this morning the report of Colonel Lewis, who is now here.
Our casualties were 5 wounded, 6 missing, and 2 murdered. The boots
were stolen from ofl^ our dead.
The enemy's loss in killed and wounded, according to the most reli-

able accounts, is at least 18. He came with a train of wagons and four
held pieces, and was guided into the town by citizens of Williamsburg
at three different points.

I will send you to-morrow three of the enemy's force, who deserted to

us. I have the pleasure to report evervthing quiet now.
EICHAED BUSTEED,

Brigadier- Genera I, Commanding.
General Dix.

Headquarters Fourth Army Corps,
Yorktoicn, Va., March 29, 1863.

Colonel Lewis:
I received on Thursday from General Dix a telegram that Williams-

burg must not be destroyed unless actually taken possession of by the

* See also Dix to Keyes, May 26, 1863, iu " Correspondence, etc.," ^osA.
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enemy, and then not unless absolutelj^ necessary for our own safety.

You must be guided by these rules in all that you do.

RICHAED BUSTEED,
Brif/adier-General, Commanding the Forces at Yorktown.

Orders.! Fourth Army Corps,
YorMoicn, Va., March 29, 1863.

OoJiMANDiis'G Officer,
Williamsburg, Va. :

The attack of the eneni j' on our lines at Williamsburg this (Sabbath)
morning was accompanied by circumstances of so aggravated a char-

acter as to call for prompt and severe punishment to those most impli-

cated. Conclusive evidence has been furnished to the commanding
general that the attack was aided, if not planued, by citizens of Will-

iamsburg and canied to a successful end by them and their abettors

outside the lines; that the enemy were led into the city by one or more
citizens, and that ^^•heu once in they were enabled by the aid of the
citizens and their own overwhelming-force to occupy the most advan-
tageous points for attack and defense ; that upon their occupation of

the city they were assisted by the citizens in their attack upon our
forces, who were fired ui)on from the houses lining the streets, the
dead bodies of the murdered being despoiled and stripped, their boots
pulled olf their feet ; that the stores of their sympathizers within the
city were thrown o])en to their advantage and their horses loaded with
packs prepared for their arrival. To provide against a repetition of
the outrage, the commanding general directs :

1st. That all the privileges to all store-keepers in the city of Williams-
burg to purchase and sell goods are revoked.

2d. That all citizens iu the city of Williamsburg and vicinity who are
willing to take the oath of allegiance to the Government of the United
States will present themselves to the provost-marshal of Williamsburg
for the purpose of taking such oath on or before the 1st day of April,
1863.

3d. That all citizens in the city of Williamsburg and vicinity who are
not willing to take the oath of allegiance to the Government of the
United States, excepting the servants and employes of the Eastern
Lunatic Asylum of the State of Virginia, will prepare themselves and
their families to be placed beyond the lines now occupied by the armed
forces of the said Government by the 2d day of April, 1863.

4th. The greatest publicity possible will be given to this order and
the cause leading to its issue, and the end to be accomplished by its

enforcement will be communicated to all concerned.
By order of Brigadier-General Busteed, commanding post:

C. C. SUYDAM,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

YORKIOWN, Ya., March 30, 1863.
Col. William Lewis,

Commanding Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry :

General Dix directs that the order 1 issued to you to-day shall not
be enforced. You will therefore consider it as revoked. iS^otify the
provost-marshal at Williamsburg.

RICHARD BUSTEED,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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Hdqrs. Dept. of Yikginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, March 31, 1863.

Maj. Geu. E. D. Keyes,
Commanding, Yorktoicn, Va. :

General : lu view of the raid ou Williamsburg on Sunday last, and
rumors of complicity on the part of tlie inhabitants with the assailants,
you will give orders as follows

:

1st. ]^o persons will be allowed to go to Williamsburg from any point
south of Fort Magruder without taking the oath of allegiance.

2d. No citizen of Williamsburg will be permitted to go to Yorktown
or to any place south of Fort Magrudef without taking the oath of alle-

giance.

3d. Xo person will be allowed to trade in Williamsburg without first

taking the oath of allegiance.

4:th. ISo further supplies will be allowed to be taken to Williamsburg
for the use of the inhabitants, except the produce of the neighboring
farms, until further orders.

An investigation will be made into the circumstances alleged to have
occurred at the time of the attack, and if the parties accused of aiding
and abetting it are detected and reasonable presumption of their guilt

is shown they will be brought before a military tribunal and punished
according to the laws of war.
The objections to the order issued by General Busteed are

:

1st. If the enemy should come in overwhelming force and dispossess

us of Williamsburg the order would be an idle threat.

2d. It assumes without investigation that the reports of complicity

with the enemy are true and that all the inhabitants are implicated,

whereas we must ascertain who is guilty and leave the innocent undis-

turbed.

3d. It has not been the policy of the Government in towns which are

occupied as outposts, and which may only be temporarily held as such,

to apply the tests imposed by General Busteed's order ;
but on the con-

trary to leave the people unmolested if they continue in the quiet pur-

suit'of their customary occupations and give no aid or comfort to the

enemj'.

4th. An order of such extensive scope as that of General Busteed, who
was only temporarily in command in your absence, should not have

been issued without authoricy of the commanding general of the de-

partment.
Should it be found that any house in Williamsburg was occupied by

the enemy with the consent of the owner for the purpose of firing upou

our troops it will be razed to the ground.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

No. 2.

Report of Lieut. Col. William Lewis, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Headquarters Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry,
Near Williamsburg, Va., March 29, 1803.

Colonel: I have the honor to report that at aboat 5 a. m. this day a

body of infantry, 100 strong, drove in our pickets near Lipscomb's farm

and advanced iuto Williamsburg while a large force of cavalry, esti-
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mated at 1,000 ia uumber, advanced on tlie Richmond road, having with
them four pieces of artillery and a number of wagons. The cavalry en-

gaging the attention of Lieutenant Wenzel, of Company C, who with 26
of his men were stationed on the Eichmond road, the infantry succeeded
in getting in his rear. Lieutenant Wenzel, finding himself cut off, drew
saber and charged through their infantry to join Captain Stetson, in

command of reserve pickets, but in so doing had 2 men killed and
himself and 3 others wounded; 9 men additional were dismounted and
are missing. Lieutenant Wenzel behaved with great gallantry. He
gives a very clear account of the whole afiair, and is positive as to the
strength of enemy, as he allowed them to approach within 500 yards
before retreating. Their battery was ])lanted at the college ready for
action. On ascertaining their strength Captain Stetson, with picket
reserve, fell back and joined the regiment in line of battle near Fort
Magruder under my command. Before receiving contrary orders from
your headquarters I ordered Captain Bayley, in command of Fort Ma-
gruder, to shell the enemy out of the town, which was accomplished after
firing about 12 rounds from a 6-pounder. Our picket line was then re-

established, the enemy still holding a position in the woods about one-
half mile beyond Williamsburg. One 24-pounder was then run from
Fort Magruder and preparations made for an advance, with the idea of
clearing our picket line, whereupon the enemy retired. In this affair
we lost 7 horses besides the men previously named. The enemy lost in
killed and wounded 12 men, whom they carried away in their wagons,
and 4 deserters.

After quiet was restored I returned to camp with my command, and
arrived here at 11 a. m.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. LEWIS,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.
Lieut. Col. C. C. Sutdam,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Fourth Army Corps, Yorktown, Va.

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters Fourth Army Corps,
Yorktown, Va., March 29, 1863.

Eesjjectfully forwarded.
The within report is furnished to the major-general commanding the

department for his information. I am, however, not satisfied with its
completeness, and have directed Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis to report to
me in the morning that I may obtain a more full and detailed account of
the occurrences of this morning.

EICHARD BUSTEED,
Brigadier- General.

No. 3.

Eejjort of Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, C. S. Army.

March 31, 1863.

Colonel Tabb, on March 29 instant, made a descent upon the Federals
at Williamsburg. The result of the expedition was the capture of the
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town and the kUling and capturing of about 15 of the enemy without
loss on the part of Colonel Tabb. Some time since, as has been reportedalready Colonel Tabb captured some 36 Federal cavalry. The cavalrvon the Peninsula are doing good duty and are actively employed. Thevare doing all that can be done with them.

^
Very respectfully,

HENET A. WISE,
Brigadier- General.

No. 4.

Report of Col. William B. Tabb, C. S. Army.

Headquaeters,
Diascund Bridge, Va., March 30, 1863.

Captain : I have to report the failure of my attempt to capture Fort
Magruder. My plan of operations was as follows

:

The whole command moved together to Petitt's farm, between 3 and
4 miles from Williamsburg, on the Telegraph road. Here 100 infantry
under Capt. G. A. Wallace, were detached. Captain Wallace was di-
rected to gam the rear of Fort Magruder by a detour to the left through
Petitt's and Lipscomb's farms, passing between the pickets at Capitol
Landing Bridge and Williamsburg, and to surprise the fort before day-
break. The main body moved t^ within IJ miles of Williamsburg.
The report of Captain Wallace's guns was to be the signal for a general
ad%-ance. Signals were concerted by which I could be apprised of the
success or failure of the assault. Had the fort been carried Captain
Wallace would have been re-enforced there and a detachment sent to
King's Mill ; if he failed the main body was to form in line of battle at
the east end of the town, and Captain Wallace, falling back over ground
protected from the guns at the fort and inaccessible to cavalry, would
come up by the Capitol Landing road, enter Williamsburg in my rear,
and so rejoin the main body. Partly through the blunders of guides,
in whose efficiency I have every reason to rely, and partly through
straggling among the men by which the command was divided and
time lost in getting it together. Captain Wallace's detachment was two
hours going not quite 4 miles. They reached Capitol Landing road
after daybreak and came in full view of the enemy's pickets. All
thought of capturing the post by surprise had now to be abandoned,
and an open assault would have involved a sacrifice altogether dispro-
I)ortionat« to the advantage to be gained. Captain Wallace prudently
forbore to make the attack, and, signaling me to that effect, moved up
toward Williamsburg on the Capitol Landing road. The main body
moving rapidly forward drove the picket and provost guard back on
Captain Wallace, who, without loss, killed and wounded 4 and made 11

prisoners. I will forward Captain Wallace's report.

The failure to capture Fort Magruder involves the failure of the expe-
dition to King's Mill. The most direct road looking from Williamsburg
to King's Mill passes over two mill-dams, both of which have been cut,

making the road impassable for cavalry. The only other road passes
within close range of Fort Magruder. The citizens of Williamsburg
inform me, however, that nothing could be gained by going there ; the
negroes have all been removed.
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Large smokes were observed at Fort Magruder and Whittaker's Mill.

Mr Douglas, the superintendent of the lunatic asylum, who was watch-

ing from the tower, reported that the enemy were burning their stores.

I am still confident that the enterprise is easily practicable, but in this

connection I will write again.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B. TABB,

Gohtiel, Commanding.

Capt. J. H. Pearce,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 5.

Report of Capt. G. A. Wallace, C. 8. Army.

DiAscuND Bridge, Ya., March 30, 1863.

Sir : I beg to hand you here my report of the expedition intrusted

to me :

The object being the capture of Fort Magruder by surprise, I left you
at a point on the Telegraph road about 3 miles from WiUiamsburg at 2

a. m. yesterday. I took with me two guides, Companies F and A, Fifty-

ninth Virginia Eegiment, and Capt. [J. C] Hill's company, of Forty-
sixth Virginia Regiment, numbering 102 muskets. It was thought by
your guides that we could reach the point from which I was to make
the assault on the fort before daylight, but the guides whom you gave
me, though they knew the direction, seemed to know nothing of any
path. We were led over a very rough country—through ])loughed

fields, over fences, deep and wide ditches, through a swamp that took
the men over knee-deep, and through some timber with very thick un-
dergrowth. Owing to all this our progress was very slow ; as it was,
the darkness caused Company A, Fifty-ninth Regiment, and Captain
Hill's company to be separated from my command, and at daylight 1

reached the open countrj^ about 1 mile from the fort with Company F,
Fifty-ninth Regiment, only. I sent back one of the guides to find the
two lost companies and when he returned with them it was so light

that we could be seen, and were undoubtedly seen from Williamsburg.
I determined therefore to push on. On reaching a point near the Cap-
itol Landing road we discovered three of the enemy, mounted, coming
from Williamsburg. They having discovered who we were turned their

horses, and I ordered a volley to be fired on them. I then determined,
being discovered, to make my way through Williamsburg to form a

junction with you on the Telegraph road, if not at WiUiamsburg itself.

A few minutes after the first I fired the second volley, as the signal
agreed on, and was proceeding over the old field toward the town when
we were threatened by a body of cavalry on our left. I immediately
formed line of battle and advanced at double-quick and in good order.

They seeming to advance, I halted and tired several rounds. Having
dispersed them I marched by the flank to the town. Another large

body of cavalry in the mean time was discovered in a field on our left,

who followed us to the town. When I struck the main street, up which
I filed my force, this last body followed. In the mean time we captured
4 prisoners, horses, arms, «S:c., and fired on several who would not sur-
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render. I tlieu discov^ered about 30 or 40 cavalry forining ahead of us
at. College Place. Having thus the enemy to contend with at each end
of the street I formed my men on the right side of Main street, when
the body at College Place advanced in a charge. We held our fire until

they were close to us. Our fire broke and confused them. Wo killed 3
meu at this fire aud wounded several and took 7 prisoners who were
not wounded, besides killing aud capturing the like number of horses,

arms, &c. I continued to move, but made another stand immediately
at College Place upon discovering that the enemy in ii)y rear moved
after us. While in this position the enemy in the rear retired and your
force then appeared.
This ends my report except to say I feel sorry your main object

iailed.

The enemy's loss in killed and wounded will be at least 13 and pris-

oners 11. We did not lose a man. Our meu acted very bravely.

I am, colonel, verv resi)ectlul!v, your obedient servant,

G. A. WALLACE,
Captain, Gommanding.

Col. W. E. Tabb,
Commandinn Forces near Diasound, Va.

MABCH 30, 1863.—Skirmish near Deep Gully, N. C.

Extract from " Record of Events " of Second Brigade, Fifth Division,

Eighteenth Army Corps.*

Five companies of this brigade picketed that jiortion of our lines

running from red house to Treut River, in the vicinity of Deep Gully,

at which place, on March 30, a slight skirmish with the enemy's pickets

occurred, on which occasion Private Fosdick, Company C, One hun-

dred and fifty-eighth New York Volunteers, was wounded aud captured

by the enemy.

* From Return for month of April, 1863.

14 E E—VOL xvni
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MARCH 30-APRIL 20, 1863.— Siege of Washington, N. C, and pursuit of

the Confederate forces.

STJMMiVRY OF THE FRIN-CIP^L EVENTS.

Mar. 30, 1»63.—Skirmiali at Roiiraan's Point, Pamlico River.

Wasliington invested by the Confederate forces under Maj. Gen.

Daniel H. Hill.

April 1, 1863.—Engagement at Rodman's Point.*

2, ISfiS.—Engagement at Hill's Point, Pamlico River.*

4- 5, 1863.—Engagement at Rodman's Point.*

0, 1863.—Action at Blount's Creek.

13-21, 1863.—Expeditions from New Berne to Swift Creek Village.

15, 1863.—Siege raised.

16, 1863.—Affairs at Hill's and Rodman's Points.

16-21, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne toward Kinetou.

17-18, 1863.—Skirmishes at Core Creek.

17-19, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne to Wasliington.

19, 1863.—Skirmish at Big Swift Creek.

20, 1863.—Skirmish at Sandy Ridge.

REPORTS, ETC.t

jjo. ].—Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of North

Carolina.

-Capt. David A. Taylor, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief Signal Officer.

-Brig. Gen. Edward E. Potter, U. S. Army, commanding at Washington, of

operations April 16-17.

-Itinerary of the First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, Brig. Gen. Innis N.

Palmer, U. S. Army, commanding, April 7-25.

-Brig. Gen. Henry M. Naglee, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division, of

Expedition from New Berne to Washington, April 17-19.

-Brig. Gen. Charles A. Heckman, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of

Expedition from New Berne to Washington, April 17-19.

-Itinerary of the Fourth Division, Brig. Gen. Henry W. Wessells, U. S. Army,

commanding, March 15-April 13.

-Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, U. S. Army, commanding Fifth Division, of oiiera-

tions on the Pamlico, April 4-6, and Expedition from New Berne toward

Kinston, April 16-21, with resulting correspondence.

-Col. Silas P. Richmond, Third Massachusetts Infantry, of oi)erations April 7-

10 and April 16-21.

-Capt. John M. Willson, Third New York Cavalry, of skirmish at Sandy

Ridge, April 20.

-Col. J. Kichter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, of skirmish at

Sandy Ridge, April 20.

—Brig. Gen. Francis B. Spinola, U. S. Army, commanding Provisional Division

and First Brigade, Fifth Division, of operations on the Pamlico, April 1-4
;

action at Blount's Creek, April 9, and Expeditions from New Berne to Swift

Creek Village, April 13-21.

No. 13.—Itinerary of the Second Brigade, Fifth Division, Col. James Jourdan, One
hundred and fiftieth New I'ork Infantry, commanding, April 7-22.

No. 14.—Brig. Gen. Eohert Ransom, jr., C. S. Army, of skirmish at Sandy Ridge,

April 20.

' Between Uuiou gunboats and Confederate batteries.

t For reports of Actg. Kear-Admiral Lee, Commanders Davenport and Renshaw,
Lieutenant-Commander McCann, Acting Volunteer Lieutenants MacDearmid and
Graves, and Acting Masters Saltonstall and Boomer, U. S. Navy, see Annual Report
of the Secretary of the Navy, December 7, 1863. See also D. H. Hill to Beauregard,
April 20, 1863, in "Correspondence, etc.," poal.

No.
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No. ].

liejMrtu ofMaj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. ^'. Army, commanding the Depart-
ment of North Carolina.

FoET Washington,
Washington, N. C, April 5, 1863.

General: I Lave the honor to rei)ort that hearing of an ap])roacli-
iijg attack oil this place by D. H. Hill's corps d'armee, I started from^ew Berne at 2 o'clock on Sunday, March 2'J, ordering re-enforceinents
to follow at ouco.

In consequence of the transport getting aground at the mouth of the
river the troops did not arrive before the enemv succeeded in investiu"-
the place by placing batteries on the river banks and on tlie roads lead"
iug from the town.

1 found here a garrison of only sixteen companies of infantry, one
company of artillery, and L'5 cavalry—l.liOO men in all. The enemy
opened fire on our advance ]tosts on JMoiiday night and on Wednesday
morning at daybreak opened from batteries of rilled guns on the oppo-
site side of the river.

One gunboat, the Commodore Hull, received ninety-eight shots from
a battery of Whitworth guns. I put up batteries on this side of the river
to reply to and draw the fire of three guns from the gunbout ; at the
same time I sent word to General Palmer to send troops to take the
batteries on the river by landing and attacking the batteries, while the
gunboats (also to be sent) attacked them in front.
Owing to the lack of transports—the most of our vessels being absent

at Hilton Head—the force brought and which arrived under General
Prince on Tuesday and Friday, below the Hill's Point Battery, was not
sufiicient to cope wit h the enemy's force supporting the battery. I there-
fore directed liim to send a regiment or two through the lilockade in

boats and then return to New Berne and march across to this place, at-

tacking the enemy in the rear and raising the siege. I am, however,
anxious lest the disposable force now left in New Berne may not be sufii-

cient to eflect this object, and therefore ask, respectfully but earnestly,
that re-enforcements be sent immediately to New Berne in force not less
than 5,000 men. It will also aid me very much to have General Dix and
a force from Suffolk to join two regiments at Plymouth and make a
demonstration from that jilace. This should not, however, interfere with
the rai^id sending of troojis to New Berne, as their want is very urgent.
I am quite confident that I can hold out here till the place is relieved.

I shall not leave until that time, as I consider my jireseuce absolutely
necessary. The firing on both sides has been continued at intervals

since Wednesday, but without material injury or effect.

I would most respectfully but earnestly renew my application to have
the detachment of the Eighteenth Army Corps now at Hilton Head re-

turned to this department to replace the troops that now may be sent

from General Dix's department to meet the present emergency. I

can effect more with those men than with superior numbers of other

troops, and their discipline and efficiency are fast being impaired by
the inactivity and unfortunate circumstances surrounding them at Port
Eoyal.

i am confident that heavy operations will be necessary in this State,

and that the most desperate efforts are and will continue to bo made
to drive us from the towns now occupied. I trust therefore that you
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will regard my application for the immediate return of this detachment

as tending to meet a iiecessity of the war.

Eeferriug to the pressing necessity for immediate re-enforcements to

relieve me at this place, I would respectfully suggest that the 5,000 men
be sent temporarily from General Dix's command and with the utmost

exi)edition.

I understand, from an officer who came through the blockade, that

General Palmer has already made the above request in substance of

General Dix.
I have honor to be, xevy respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTEE,
Major-Genera I, Commanding.

, Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Commander-in-Chief U. IS. Army, Washington, D. C.

New Beene, N. 0., via Foet Moneoe, Va.,
April 23, 18G3—3 p. m.

I left New Berne on the morning of the 18th with a force to raise the

siege at Washington. Our advance of cavalry, with Brigadier-General
iSTaglee, came upon the enemy's rear-guard of cavalry near Washington,
and, after driving it several miles, routed it, capturing their battle-flag

and taking a surgeon and 5 men prisoners, killing and wounding sev-

eral. The cavalry were still following their retreat yesterday. I found
that the main body withdrew from before Washington with the artillery

on the night of the 15th. General Potter immediately leveled their

batteries in front of the town, and after occupying Hill's and Eodman's
Points made a dash after the retiring force^^capturing 13 offlcers and a
drum-major. Everything is now secure.

J. G. FOSTEE,
Major-General.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haxleck,
General-in- Chief.

Hdqes. Dept. op Noeth Caeolina, 18th Aemy Coeps,
Neic Berne, IV. C, April 30, 1863.

Geneeal : I have the honor to make the following rei)ort in relation

to the siege of Washington, N. C.

:

Learning an attack was to be made upon Washington I left here,
with several members of my staff, for that place, arriving there at 7.30

a. m. on March 30. The garrison of the place was eight companies of
the Forty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, eight companies of

the Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, two companies of the
First North Carolina (Union) Volunteers, one company of the Third
New York Cavalry, and one company of the Third New York Artillery.

After making an examination of the works and giving necessary orders
as to strengthening them I at once sent out a reconnaissance of one
company of the Forty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, one
piece of artillery, and a few cavalrymen to ascertain if the enemy held
the cross-roads 3 miles from Washington. When about IJ miles from
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the town the party was fired upon by the enemv in some force. Thev
returned and reported.

I also sent one company of the First North Carolina (Union) Volun-
teers, Captain Lyon, and one 12-pounder Wiard to occupy Eodman's
Point, on the south side of Pamlico River and 1,^ mjies below the town
This company landed at the Point, and, having thrown out pickets
erected an earthwork in which they placed the field piece. That night
their pickets were driven in and the company driven to their boats. At
daylight the next a. m. the enemy advanced to the beach aud forced
the boats off, wounding Captain Lyon and 9 men. At sundown our
jiickets on the Jamesville road were driven in by the enemy's cavalry.
Tuesday, March 31, a cutter of the United States gunboat Commo-

dore Hull was sent down the river after a scow upon which were some
men of the First North Carolina who had been driven from Eodman's
Point the previous night. When opposite Hill's Point it was opened
upon by a battery of four rifled guns. It was also fired upon by a bat-
tery at Swan's Point. At 12 o'clock midnight a schooner, in charge of
Mr. Gilbert, was dispatched to New Berne with orders for re-enforce-
ments. The enemy sent in a flag of truce to open communication with
the commanding officer. I refused to receive any flag of truce.

April 1.—At daylight this morning the gunboat Commodore Hull
was opened upon by a battery at Eodman's Point (opposite which she
was lying in order to prevent the erection of a battery) and from one a
little above which had been thrown up during the niglit. The Hull got
aground opposite the battery, but maintained a gallant fight during
the day, though with no result. At night she floated off and returned
to town.
April 2.—The gunboats below the barricade were seen engaging the

Hill's Point Battery. The movements of the enemy indicating the erec-
tion of his siege batteries, 1 caused traverses to be erected along the line
of our intrenchments, merlons to be placed on the fort, the door of the
magazine to be casemated, the ditches to bo enlarged and flooded by
means of dams, and the whole garrison generally was steadily kei)t at
work strengthening the defenses ; 10,000 rations were ])ut in the fort,

with the intention of holding it to the last extremity even were other
portions of the line forced by the enemy's column. A redoubt was built
on the right flanli of our works, near Block-house No. 4, bearing on Eod-
man's Point, upon which were mounted three guns. Another redoubt
was erected, covering the marsh on the right of the fortifications. At
night a schooner loaded with ammunition and commissary stores ran
the batteries, as small boats had previously done.
April 3.—At daylight the enemy opened fire upon tlie gunboats from

a battery abreast tlie town and near the New Berne road, which they had
erected during the night. This battery was silenced by the gunboats.
A redoubt was erected at the end of the bridge crossing the Tar River
and in the town, for the purpose of sweeping the bridge and also the
streets of the town in case the enemy should succeed in forcing an en-

trance, and in it was placed one G-pounder gun. The work was erected

and to be manned by Captain Jocknick with his company of cavalry,

dismounted. I ordered a party of this company of cavalry, under Lieu-

tenant O'Brien, to cross the river in boats and endeavor to capture the

gun on the marsh opposite the steamer Louisiana, which liad been si-

lenced by the gunboats. It was found impracticable to reach its })osi-

lion, owing to the intervening swamps.
April 4.—This morning the gunboat Ceres, Lieutenant MacDearmid,
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ran the blockade with a good supply of ammuuitiou. At noon General

Potter embarked ou the gunboat Ceres, with two companies of the

Twenty-seventh Massachusetts and one company of the Third New York
Cavalry (dismounted) for the purpose of driving the enemy from Rod-
man's Point and occupying the position ourselves. The Ceres got

aground nearly opposite the battery, and it being impossible to accom-
plish the desired object the men were landed in small boats ou the Wash-
ington side of the river, below Block-housfc No. 4, and thence returned

to the town.
April 5.—The Ceres, after being exposed to the fire of the battery for

twelve hours, to which she gallantly replied until her ammunition was
exhausted, floated oft" at night and came up to the towu.

April G.—An abatis was placed in front of our battery on the Ply-

mouth road and on the borders of the creek bounding our rigiit flank.

April 7.—A battery of two guns opened from the woods beyond the

creek upon Fort Hamilton. A batterj' (Fort Ceres) was built on the left

of Block-house No. 1 and one 30-pounder Parrott mounted upon it and
manned by ofQcers and men from the Ceres for the purpose of com-
manding tlie approach to the town by way of the river from above, it

having been heard that the enemy intended coming down in scows
I)rotected by cotton bales.

April S.-r-The enemy tired all day at the gunboats and Fort Hamil-
ton, to which the fort did not reply for want of ammunition. One gun
was placed iu battery on the south side of the river opposite the gun-
boats, but was silenced by tlicm. At dark I commenced works on Castle
Island, situated in the middle of the river opposite the town.
April 1).—This morning I discovered the enemjr had built four bat-

teries, Nos. 1, -, 3, and 4, in front and to tlie right of the fort, and were
mounting guns. We opened fire on them to disturb the working par-

ties. I was obliged to abandon the attem])t to continue the work on
Castle Island by daylight, owing to the fire of the enemy's batteries
across the river. Two small s(;hoouers, with Lieutenant-Colonel Mc-
Chesney, First North Caroliua (Union) Volunteers, and Master Mc-
Keever on board, arrived from below, bringing ammunition.
April 10.—At 8.30 a. m. the enemy opened fire upon the fort from

Batteries Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, one guu in each. The fire was returned by
three 32-pounders from the fort and by a 32-pounder in the battery on
the Jamesville road. After firing for somewhat over an hour the enemy
withdrew their guns from sight and ceased firing.

April 11.—The enemy opened fire upon the fort and the lines at 7.30

a. m. from all their batteries. The fort and the gun on the Jamesville
road replied.

April 12.—At 9 a. m. the enemy opened fire from Batteries Nos. 1, 2,

3, 4, and from a new one (No. 5) at the right of their former batteries.
We replied, and the enemy withdrew their guns from sight after an
hour's firing. The gunboats Hull and Eagle, discovering the enemy
repairing the battery opposite them with cotton bales, opened upon it,

set the (;otton on fire, and drove the gunners from their posts.
April 13.—The enemy endeavored to replace a gun iu the work on

the cotton battery, but were forced by the gunboats to abandon the
uTidertaking. Learning the enemy had small armed boats and scows
iu the river for thepurjjose of capturing our dispatch boats and in-

terrui)ting communication between the town aiul the gunboats below,
Captain MacDearmid, of the Ceres, and Captain Gouraud, aide-de-camp,
started upon a schooner with a boat howitzer to clear the river. The
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schooner was fired into by the enemy's boats ; she replied, and drove
the boats ashore. The batteries at Eodman's and Hill's Points opened
upon her also, striking her, but without damage.
That night the steam-transport Escort, with hay bales placed on her

guards and decks as a protection, ran the batteries. There also arrived
two small schooners with ammunition and commissary stores. The
Escort had on board the Fifth Ehode Island Volunteers, Ool. H. T.
Sisson, and a plentiful supply of ammunition and commissary stores.
She had 60 shots fired at her from the batteries but was not struck.
April 14.—The Fifth Ehode Island Volunteers were properly placed

on the line of works. At 12 m. the enemy opened fire with all their
batteries and were replied to by all of ours. After an hour's firing
they withdrew their guns from sight. Eegarding everything as safe in
the town, and the re-enforcements and men, with the supplies of am-
munition and provisions, as ample until I could raise the siege, I deter-
mined to run the blockade and place myself at the head of the reliev-
ing force in order to insure more efficiency in its conduct. I therefore
embarljed on board the Escort for the purpose of running the batteries
at night, but the pilot could not distinguish the necessary marks to pro-
ceed by and therefore waited for daylight. I left Brig. Gen. E. E. Pot-
ter, chief of staff, in command of the place in my absence.
April 15.—At daylight the Escort started and ran the batteries. She

was fired at one hundred times by the Eodman's and Hill's Point bat-

teries and struck forty times, but with no material injury. The pilot,

Padrick, a brave and skillful man, was killed by a rifle-shot. At G a. m.
all the enemy's batteries (Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and G, the last opening for

the first time) opened and continued a heavy firing for an hour.
April l(i.—At daylight 5 deserters from the enemy (conscripts of the

Eighth Virginia) arrived in Washington and reported that the enemy
had retired from our front and were retreating on Greenville. General
Potter immediately sent out the entire force of cavalry (one company)
to harass their rear and at the same time a force of contrabands was
employed to level the enemy's batteries in front. Fort Hamilton fired

a number of shots into the Eodman's Point Battery. There being no
reply it was surmised that the battery had been abandoned. The gun-

boats Eagle, Ueres, and Hull thereupon steamed down and opened upon
the battery, which eliciting no response, the Geres, without orders, sent

a boat on shore to take possession. As the boat neared tlie land three

volleys of musketry were fired into her by the enemy concealed in the

intrenchments. The engineer of the Geres was killed and 2 men were
wounded. The gunboats then renewed the attack, rapidly shelling the

battery. The gunboats below were now seen shelling the Hill's Point

Battery, which they soon passed, and reported it to be evacuated.

At this time the enemy having also retired from the Eodman's Point

Battery, it was taken possession of by a party from the gunboat Eagle.

Five companies of the Fifth Ehode Island Volunteers, under Lieuten-

ant-Golonel Tew, with one 12-pounder and one G-pounder, were sent

down in the Geres to occupy the batters'. They immediately com-

menced the construction of intrenchments to hold the position. There

was found in one of the batteries at Eodman's Point the carriage of a

32-pounder barbette gun in perfect order; also fragments of several

exploded guits. Toward evening three companies of the Forty-fourth

]\Iassachusetts Volunteer Militia, with one 12-pounder Wiard and one

G-pounder, were sent to occupy the Hill's Point Battery in connection

with three companies of the Forty-third Massachusetts Volunteer Mili-
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tia from below. They intrenched themselves there. The pickets of

the enemy occasionally appeared through the night, but in the morning
they had entirely disappeared from the vicinity.

In the meantime I returned to New Berne and proceeded to organize

operations so as to efl'ectually raise the siege. To distract the enemy
I directed General Prince to march up the railroad as far as he could

toward Kinston and make a vigorous attack, continuing it for several

days. At the same time I crossed the Neuse with all my available

force and marched directly toward Blount's Creek, the point where
General Spinola was repulsed in the first attempt to relieve the siege,

sending at the same time General Spinola, with his brigade, to make
an attack on the enemy at Swift Creek, which is on the direct road be-

tween New Berne and Washington. The movement toward Kinston
with this latter movement, together with the enemy's information of

the accession of strength of Heckman's brigade and the fact that after

fourteen days of close siege of Washington General Hill had failed to

obtain a single advantage or to advance one step nearer his object, in

all probability caused him to retreat.

On arriving at Blount's Creek I found it abandoned. General Naglee,
with detachments of two companies of cavalry, pushed on in advance
toward Washington. He succeeded in cai)turing 5 of the enemy's rear

guard by a brilliant dash on them made by himself, (^aijtain Johnston,
assistant adjutant-general; Captain Cochen, and Captain Gouraud,
aide-de-camp.
The next morning, April 19, he pushed on, with the cavalrj', and

fought the enemy's rear guard, driving them from breastwork to breast-

work and finally forcing them to retire, taking some prisoners, killing

and wounding some, and capturing the battle-flag of the Seventh Con-
federate Cavalry (Georgia).

The column iiushed on, arriving at Washington Sunday evening,
April 19. After making necessary dispositions at Washington I re-

turned to New Berne to make general dispositions for the defense of
the department, which I will report. General Hill has returned up
the country with his forces and all our posts are now relieved from
pressure.

I take advantage of this opportunity to say that the garrison of Wash-
ington—the Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, Forty-fourth
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, two companies of the North Caro-
lina (Union) Volunteers, one compauy of the Third New York Cavalry,
and one company of the Third New York Artillery—behaved nobly

;

and regarding the intrenchmeuts which by their cheerful and zealous
labor 1 had been enabled to throw up, together with the courage shown
in all cases, I believe they could have successfully resisted au assault
of all the forces under General Hill at the Point. 1 must also acknowl-
edge the timely assistance of the Fifth Ehode Island Volunteers,
brought np on the Escort by Colonel Sisson.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General, Commanding.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haxleck,
Qeneral-in-6hi»f,'U. S. Army, Washington, D. G. •
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Return of Caaualtiea in the Union forces during the siege of Washington, N. C, March 30-
Jpril 16, 1863.

[Compiled from nominal lists of casnaltics, returns, etc.]
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house at WashingtoB, Private Eeed, standiDg on the parapet of the

battery, flagged three messages of some leugth under a very severe fire

of shell and shrapnel from the enemy's batteries at Eodman's Point and
P>louut's house. Many of the shell and shrapnel burst very close, drop-

])ing pieces immediatelj' around him, but Eeed never once left his posi-

tion until I had done signaling. Eeed has several times before thi«

behaved in an equally admirable manner, and I take pleasure in again

recommending him to your favorable notice, and hope he may receive a

suitable promotion. He is sober, intelligent, discreet, and brave, and
has been kept in the ranks solely for the reason that he has been de-

tached from his company and serving in a separate command.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID A. TAYLOE,
Captain and Acting l:iignal Officer.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster,
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps.

No. 3.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Edward E. Potter, U. 8. Army, commanding at

Washington, of operations April lG-17.

Washington, IS. C, Ajyril IG, 18C3.

General: The enemy evacuated the batteries in our front last niglit

and retreated toward Greenville by the Jamesville road. Five deserters

came in this morning at 5 o'clock, who brought the information. They
stated the force under General Garnett on this side of the river to be
about 4,000 men and that they received orders last night to withdraw
in order to re-enforce the army in Virginia.

I sent Captain Jocknick out on a reconnaissance to learn the where-
abouts of the enemy. He followed them 4 or 5 miles, but they had
crossed Tranter's Creek at Gainer's Bridge. Suspecting that there was
a general movement I requested Captain Eenshaw this morning to send
a gunboat to Eodman's to discover whether any of the guns had been
left there. The Ceres and the Eagle went down and shelled the Point
but received no reply. A sergeant of the Forty-third Massachusetts
volunteered to go down and ascertain the condition of affairs. He went
with lOor 15 men of tliatregiment on a schooner. When they hadreached
the Point a small boat put off from her to land as did also one from the
Ceres. This was contrary to my wish and instructions. When they had
got quite close to the shore the rebels opened a sharp fire of muiketry,
killing the third engineer of tlie Ceres and wounding 2 men of the Forty-
third. The boats were all got off. Being convinced that the force at
the Point was very small I determined to send five companies of Fifth
Ehode Island to occupy it this afternoon.

In the mean time the gunboats had come up from below and threw a
large quantity of 9-inch shells into Eodman's. I sent the five companies
on the Ceres and in a fiat protected by hay bales. On the flat was a 0-

pounder. Master McKeever went down on a schooner armed with a boat
howitzer. He was the first to laud. The whole force landed without
opposition. Hill's Point is also evacuated. I shall send three com-
panies to occupy it along with the two comi)anies of the Forty-third
Massachusetts now below.

I have had all the batteries on the ridge in our front leveled to-day.
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I have just received intelligence that the rebel cavalrj^ have appeared
on the Jamesville road.

Please send me word wliat other disposition you wish made of the force
under my command, and what will be your plans under the altered cir-
cumstances.

Very respectfully,

EDWARD E. POTTEK,
Brigadier-General, Comm(mding.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster,
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps.

Off Hill's Point, April 18, 1863—2 p. m.
General: We occupied Eodman's Point last evening with five com-

panies of the Fifth Ehode Island, a G-pounder smooth-bore, and a navy
howitzer. There was some skirmishing between the rebel pickets and
our own ; one of them (the rebels) was killed and 3 prisoners taken—

a

captain, drum-major, and a private. Later I sent three companies of the
Forty-fourth with a field piece to Hill's Point. Here they were to be
joined by the detachment of the Forty-third lying in the river. I have
visited both places to-day. They have commenced throwing- up works
at both places and will soon be in an excellent condition for defense.
A gunboat lies off each Point. At Rodman's the rebels left behind them
a 32-pounder carriage. Their cavalry came down on the Jamesville road
yesterday evening only with a view of jncking up stragglers, as I was
told by 5 deserters who came in this morning. The enemy are iu full re-

treat, and their show of resistance yesterday was to enable them to get
offtheir guns which were probably troublesome in the muddy roads. Our
pickets have been out to-day nearly to the cross-roads, as I am told by
the lieutenant-colonel of the Fifth Rhode Island, and have seen nothing
of them. If we had had sufficient force to pursue them I think some
of their guns might have been taken. I shall continue the work on the
castle, and also those laid out between Block-houses Nos. 3 and 4. A
large supply of ammunition came up this morning.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD E. POTTER,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Major-General Foster,

Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps.

A dispatch from General Naglee^ addressed to you arrived yesterday,

which I opened.

No. 4.

Itinerary of the First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, Brig. Gen. Innis

N. Palmer, U. 8. Army, commanding, April 7-25.*

April 7.—The Forty-third and Seventeenth Massachusetts Regiments,

of the First Brigade, and Fifth Massachnsctlts,"6f the Second Brigade,

together with other troops of the Eighteenth Army (Jorps, crossed the

Neuse River, and under General Spinola marched to the relief of the

besieged garrison at Washington, N. C
* From Division Return for April, I8C3.
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April 9.—Arrived at Blount's Creek, found tlie enemy strongly in-

trenched; engaged tbera, but finally withdrew, and returned to New
Berne. Immediately after the return of the column the Forty-third

Massachusetts, of the First Brigade, went on board of transports and
proceeded toward Washington, N. C. After lying off the rebel bat-

teries in the Pamlico Eiver for seven daj's returned to New Berne.
April 17.—The Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers, of the First

Brigade, and the Fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia and two com-
IKXuies of the Forty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, of the Second
Brigade, forming a part of the force under the immediate command of

General Foster, crossed the Neuse Eiver and marched on Washington,
N. C, arriving there ou the iiOth instant, without meeting the enemy

;

distance 35 miles.

April 2'2.—Eeturned to New Berne by transports.

Ajml 25.—The Forty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia (First Bri-

gade) relieved from duty as provost guard of the city of New Berne,
complimented by Major-General Foster for the efficient and soldierly

manner in ivhich the duty had been performed.

No. 5.

Report of BrUj. Gen. Henry M. N'aglee, U. 8. Army, commanding Second
Division, of Expedition f'rom New Berne to Washington, April 11-1^.

Headquarters Naglee's Division,
Neic Berne, N. C, April L'l, 1S03.

Colonel: I would respectfully report that the advance, consisting
of Heckman's brigade, a detachment of the Third New York Cavalry,
and one light Irowitzer, crossed Blount's Creek on the afternoon of the
18th of April, after a march of 22 miles.
Here I learned that the forces of the enemy under General Hill had

retired in the direction of Greenville; that a rear guard still held the
crossing of this road with that leading from New Berne direct to Wash-
ington, and that the road was picketed and held by the Second Geor-
gia Cavalry. We proceeded without opposition until we were about
crossing the Chocowinity Creek, where, by a bold cavalry dash, we cap-
tured 5 of the enemy, and it being night withdrew to "the right bank
and held the bridges at the milla, that at the main road having been
destroyed. Our pickets at both bridges were fired upon repeatedly
during the night; returning the fire, killed several of the enemy at the
main-road crossing.

On the morning of the 19th we were under arms by 4 a. m., and at
found thj3 enemy occupying the field works commanding the bridges

and mill-dam. A force was sent across the dam while a mounted one
was pushed across the bridges, and both attacked in a spirited manner
and drove the enemj' from the breastworks.
Again they formed and occupied another line of works about 1 mile

from the last, and again were dispossessed of them.
At the long line of Wbtks crossing the New Berne and Washington

roads, o miles from the latter place, they again showed a determination
to resist our progress. We approached cautiously and determiuatelv,
and without hesrlatiou attacked them. The horse of an officer was shot
and threw his rider, and a charge was ordered, which resulted in the
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capture of the captain of the SecoDd Georgia Cavalry and the speedy
retreat of his men and soon after of all the force. It now became a
spirited race nntil near the crossing, where the enemy turned into the
road toward Greenville, and where the howitzer was ordered into bat-

tery and opened with such effect that all organization was abandoned
and the Second Georgia Cavalry threw down its colors and scattered
in confusion. General Foster having ordered that I should not pursue
beyond this point I ordered the cavalry to bivouac,' that Heckman's
brigade should do the same as soon as he should come up. and that all

should await further orders.

I am happy to notice the services and gallant conduct of my assist-

ant adjutant-general, Capt. George H. Johnston, and that of Capts.
George E. Gouraud and Cochen, who assisted in a charge which cap-

tured more of the enemy than the number of those that engaged them
on our side.

The efficient conduct of Lieutenant Beechei', of the TUird New York
Cavalry, attracted my attention.

We killed several of the enemy and made a number of prisoners.

Very respectfully, &c.,

HENliY M. NAGLEE,
Brigadier- General.

Lieut. Col. SouTHAKD Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Eighteenth Army Corps.

No. 0.

Report of Brig. Gen. Charles A. Heckman, U. 8. Army, commanding First

Brigade, of Expedition from Ncto Berne to Washington, April 17-19.

Headquaiiteks Heckman's Brigade,
New Berne, N. C, April 21, 1803.

SiK : I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken

by two regiments of my brigade during the recent expedition to AVash-

iugton, N. C:
Friday (17th instant) having received orders to cross the Neuse

Kiver with my command and take the advance, I proceeded on tLe road

toward Washington as far as Penify's plantatiou, distance from New
Berne 7 miles, the road for a great part of the way being of the most

horrid character.

The column not having closed up, I placed Belger's battery, com-

manded by Lieutenant Simpson, in position, and my two regiments of

infantry and a squadron of cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant Beecher,

in line to support them. I then ordered the troops to bivouac for the

At daylight on the morning of the 18th formed line and commenced

the march without interruption until we arrived at Swift Creek road at

10 a. m. Learning that the road to Swift Creek was blockaded for a

number of miles I continued on the direct road to Blount's Creek Mill.

At 12 m., the main column being some distance in the rear, I halted to

rest and allow the column to close up. After a halt of about two hours

I was joined by General Naglee and staff, when we immediately pushed

forward and reached Blount's Creek about 3.30 p. m .
Found the bridge

over the creek destroyed, but with very little labor the pioneers con-

structed a passage through the mill. Received orders from General
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Naglee to halt tlie column when it arrived, bivouac, and move forward

early in the morning, the general proceeding-in the direction of Wash-
ington, accompanied by his staff. As soon as the cavalry arrived and

had fed their horses I ordered them to follow, which they did, coming

up with the general about 8 miles from our encampment.
At 5.30 a. m., column again in motion, received orders that upon ar-

riving at the road leading to Hill's Point to take one regiment of in-

fantry and ascertain if the fort w^as occupied, and, if so, by whom. Ac-

companied by my staff and followed by the Ninth New Jersey Volunteers

I rode into the Ibrt and found it occupied by detachments of the Forty-

third and Forty-fourth Kegiments Massachusetts Volunteers.

At 12 m. received orders to continue the march toward Washington,
leaving the Ninth New Jersey and Twenty-third Massachusetts at Hill's

Point. Placed the Seventeenth Massachusetts in advance, and arrived

at Washington at 3 p. m. The Ninth New Jersey Volunteers arrived by
boat from Hill's Point at 5 p. m. Left on steamer Escort for New Berne,

N. C, on the iiOth and reached here at 6 a. m. 21st.

I am. general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

0. A. HEGKMAN,
Brigadier- General, Commanding Brigade.

Lieut. (Jol. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Mghtcenth Army Corps.

No. 7.

Itinerary of the Fourth Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, Brig. Gen.
Henry W. Wessells, U. S. Army, commanding, March 15-April 13.*

March 15.—Tbe Forty-fourth Eegiment Massachusetts Volunteer Mili-

tia received marching orders and proceeded to Washington, N. C, by
transport, where they remained until April 22, when they returned to

New Berne.
March 30.—Companies A and Gr went on a scout, and, falling into an

ambuscade, returned to Washington, with a loss of 3 men wounded and
prisoners and Captain Eichardson wounded. The rebels the next day
blockaded the Pamlico Eiver and laid siege to the town, keeping up a
continuous firing until the 16th, when they withdrew their forces and
abandoned the siege.

April 13.—Colonel Sisson, with the Fifth Ehode Island Eegiment,
succeeded in running the enemy's batteries, re-enforcing the garrison at
Washington without loss.

No. 8.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, U. S. Army, commanding Fifth Divis-
ion, of operations on the Pamlico, April 4-6, and Expedition from New
Berne toicard Kinston, April 16-21, with resulting correspondence.

Hdqes. Fifth Division, Eighteenth Aemy Coeps,
New Berne, N. C, April 13, 1863.

Colonel : My last formal dispatch was dated April 3, at which time
I was present at department headquarters here. I left next morning

* From Division Keturn for April, 1863.
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(4th inst.) for the Pamlico Eiver and arrived at Blount's Bay at 8 ]). m.
lu addition to the gunboats which I left there—the Lockwood, Allison
and sloop Granite—I found the Southfield, Whitehead, and Seymour!
The Geres, which arrived on Thursday evening, had during that night
buoyed out the passage through the barricade, and. while encaging the
battery about 3 o'clock the same night, passed through. The enemy
probably withheld their fire supposing that the Ceres would be impaled,
and must have been surprised to see her steam ofl' up the river. On tlie
following night they removed the buoys placed by Captain MacDearmid.
The evening of the 4th Dr. Eice left in a row-boat with dispatches for
General Foster. By him I informed the general of my views of tlie
state of things at the barricade, and the impossibility of taking tbe
battery by landing.
On the morning of the 5th I had Colonel Dyer's regiment (One hun-

dred and seventy-fifth Pennsylvania) on board tlie scJiooner Annie L.
Edwards (with part of Eansom's battery), to be towed to Washington
by the gunboat Lockwood, Captain Graves, who volunteered for the
purpose. They were under way, approaching tbe barricade in gallant
style, when Dr. Eice's boat and another belonging to tbe Southfield
arrived from Washington, and the officers of the Navy on board of them
said that there was not water enough above for the Lockwood, so I
stopped them and turned them back.
The Northerner arrived with the following trooi)s on board: The One

hundred and first Pennsylvania, Colonel Morris, 350 strong; the Fifth
Massachusetts, Colonel Peirson, 500 strong; making the whole number
here, artillery and infantry, 2,500 men. In tbe afternoon the Hunch-
back, Captain McCann, arrived, having been detained by boisterous
weather. The Hunchback, Southfield, and Whitehead made a com-
bined attack on the battery at G p. m. The battery replied with bu(
three shots, which passed near the Hunchback.
As soon as dark came on (in order that the enemy might not observe)

I began preparing the Emilie steamer, by disposing bales and boxes of
clothing and three bales of cotton to protect the boiler, for the recei)tion

of a regiment, intending to place her in charge of Captain Wells, of tbe
Seymour, who said he would make the eflbrt to run her up to Washing-
ton. Later, toward 10 p. m., a dispatch arrived from General Foster.

The dispatch in the morning directed as follows

:

If you find it to be too risky to land and take the batteries, content yourself with
sending me through two regiments, with a plentiful supply of ammunition for the
guns (3'2-pounder8, 6-pounder Wiards, 6-pounder smooth-bores, and 3-inch guns) ; then,
leaving the gunboats to take caro of Hill's Point battery, return at once to New
Berne and, taking every man that can possibly be spared (five regiments are enough
for tbe safety of New Berne), march across the country from Fort Anderson to Wash-
ington. I am quite sure that you will only meet ten regiments on the way, and
them you can overcome. The road from Fort Anderson to Swift's Creek is bad hut
tbe rest is good. You can also go by tbe way of Street's Ferry, but it involves the
bridging of Batcbelder's Creek and the crossing of the Neuso Eiver and Swift's Creek.

It is better to corduroy 5 miles of the road from Fort Anderson.

And the dispatch of this evening says

:

If you cannot send the two regiments through without delaying the main demon-
stration and attack from New Berne send only one, or leave it to be sent, and push
the other matter. It is my belief that the battery at Hill's Point will be abandoned
when our force approaches the cross-roads 3i miles from here on the road to New
Berne.

The project of sending a steamer crowded with men was proposed for

discussion between the higher navy officers and some of my staff, and

as my ideas of its impropriety were not shaken I countermanded the

orders pyen to the Emilie and ordered the One hundred and fifty-
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eighth Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Troxel, to embark at once in

the schooners Annie L. Edwards and Flambeau, these vessels to be
towed to Washington by the Allison and Phoenix, commanded, re-

spectively, or guided, by McKeever and De Camarra, of the Louisiana

and Hunchback, both of whom volunteered for the pnrpose.

The following is a copy of the orders to the troops

:

Special Orders, ^
Headquarters,

No. 1. i
Blount's Bay, April 5, 1863—12 p. m.

The One huDdred and lifty-eightli Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers will embark
to-night in the two transports, in -which it is to run the batteries of the enemy, to

join the commander of the Eighteenth Army Corps in the defense of Fort Washing-
ton. The steamers Allison and Phoenix will tow the transports through.
Bv order of Brig. Gen. Henry Prince:

ALBERT ORDWAY,
i'irst Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

The plan was as follows : When the vessels were ready they were to

run up to the Hunchback and there receive the orders to start from
Captain McCann, who was to have the passage through the barricade
marked and was to engage the battery with all the gunboats.
Myself and stafl' were up all night attending to this, and at 4 o'clock,

having called General Spinola for the purpose, we stood on the upper
deck of the Escort to see them pass.

At this hour they had reached the Hunchback, near the barricade,
and were stopped by Captain McCann, because, as he afterward reported
to me, he thought it would be daylight when they would be passing the
ui)per (Rodman's Point) battery.

At C o'clock on the morning of the 6th I left for New Berne, having
given orders to each transport that was to accompany me and each one
that was to remain. At evening 1 arrived at New Berne.
On the 7th I appointed Major Praukle chief of staff for an expedition

which I expected to conduct, and I x'assed the day with my staff exam-
ining persons who knew the country between the Neuse and Washing-
ton and endeavoring to form a plan of operations conformable thereto
and to General Foster's wishes.

During the day I was quite ill and constantly retching, to the inter-
ruption of the investigation. This was increased about 9 p. m. on
learning that the Allison and Phoenix had arrived here and brought
the schooners witli the regiment I hoped had reached General Foster.

I received from department headquarters a list <5f the troops that
would be over the Neuse in the course of the night and available for a
march, and I organized them into brigades and constructed an order ol
march.
Early on the 8th I awoke with a blinding headache and sickness, and

sent an officer of my staff with the organization and order of march at
once to General Palmer, with the message that I was too ill to attend
to any duty.

Indisposition has prevented my making this report before.
I have the honor to be colonel, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,

HENEY PRINCE,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
A. A. G., Hdqrs. Uitjldeenth A. C, New Berne, N. G.

N. B.—I have inadvertently omitted to say that in the night of the 5th
instant I sent through the barricade in an open boat all the G-poundei
and 3-inch guns' ammunition which arrived in the Northerner.
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April 16, 1863—7.30 p. lu.

I am 4 miles from Core Creek, having stopped at dark, workiug till
that time bringing along rails and laying them down. I shall drive in
the pickets on this road to-night with a company, reconnoiterius? to the
bridge.

Colonel Jones, with his own and the Eighth Massachusetts, will go
to the crossings on the Dover road and beat up the eneipy's quarters
on the other side of the creek, if possible, in course of the night.

In the morning early I shall go ahead. It is thought the enemy's
pickets are watching us.

Yours,

HENEY PKmCE,
Lieut. Col. SouTHAKD Hoffman,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Hdqrs. Fifth Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
Neio Berne, JST. C, April 22, 1803.

Colonel : Pursuant to instructions, dated Headquarters Eighteenth
Army Cor])S, New Berne,' April 16, 1863, I advanced on that day in the
direction of Kiuston with Col. J. Jourdan's command, consistiu'-- of five
companies of the One hundred and fifty-eighth liegiment New York
Volunteers, nine companies of the One hundred and thirty-second IJe"-
iment New York Volunteers, nine companies of the Tliird Eegiment
Massachusetts Volunteers, and four comijanies of the Eighth L'egiinent
Massachusetts Volunteers, with four pieces of liiggs' battery, and with
Col. J. liichter Jones' command, consisting of the Fifty-eighth Iteginient
Pennsylvania Volunteers and 21 enlisted men of Company H, Tliird
New York Cavalry.

In the evening I re-enforced Colonel Jones with a battalion of the
Eighth Massachusetts Volunteers and directed him to follow the Dover
road and take possession of its crossing of Core Creek. The main col-

umn followed the railroad, which required some repairing as we went
along, and encamped about 4 miles from Core Creek. Camping i)luoes

being very sparse, the route does not admit of much choice in tLis re-

spect. I sent forward immediately Captain O'Connor, of Company G,
One hundred and fifty-eighth Kegiment New York Volunteers, witli his

company, to reconnoiter to the railroad crossing of Core Creek. He
found a picket there of about 25 men ; exchanged a volley with them
and drove them to the other side. Colonel Jones marched his command
in the night to Core Creek and endeavored to cross at a blind ford, but
failed on account of the depth of water-from repent rains. He then
bivouacked near Dover Crossing.

The next morning Colonel Jourdan advanced over Core Creek, at the
railroad crossing, with all the force not already stated to be with Colonel

Jones, excepting the Third Kegiment Massachusetts Volunteers and the
battery held in reserve and some companies ou"°picket. He extended
to theVight, after crossing, to the' Dover road. Colonel Jones,' findiag

Nethercutt's men opposed to his crossing, forced the passage, and in a

smart skirmish, -in which he followed them 3 miles, drove them beyond
reach.

In this skirmish we lost 1 man killed and 4 wounded, all of the Fifty-

eighth Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. Three of tke enemy left

15 K E—VOL XVUI
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on the grouud were buried by the victors. A large party worked all

this day npoii the railroiid bridge and layiug down sleepers and rails

beyond to a considerable distance.

in the course of the day I received the further instructions to " assume

an oUeusive and strongly defensive position on the line of Core Creek

and hold the same until further orders." At night the troops were

withdrawn to tbe right bank, on the railroad and on the Dover road,

with pickets out on the left bank.

On the 18th Colonel Jourdan with the same forces crossed the rail-

road bridge and advanced something over a mile to the Core Creek

Switch, whence a road leads to the Dover road, intersecting it at three-

quarters of a mile from the Dover Crossing and about IJ miles from the

switcli. He extended his command to the Dover road and held the

point of junction with it in force. At the same time Colonel Jones
passed down Core Creek on the west side to take in rear any party at

the Neuse road crossing of Core Creek. This operation occupied tbe

whole day, tbe troops not getting back into their camps till some time
after dark. Four rebel cavalry only were found at the Neuse Cross-

ing, wlio were captured, witli their arms and horses. The party then
crossed the creek, having to construct means of crossing for their

ambulance, and returned, by the road on the east side, to the Dover
Crossing. Tlie next day, Sunday, the troops were not disturbed in

their bivouac.
On Monday morniug, having fully concerted the operation with

Colonel Jones and Colonel Jourdan, I directed these zealous and ener-

getic officers to advance, maintaining a constant communication with
each other until the long sand ridge should be fully explored. Tlie

troops of the two camps moved at the same time. The left wing ex-

tended to the Dover road and scoured to the right and left of the rail-

road througli most ditticult ground ; the riglit advanced by the oi)en
countiy bordering the Dover road and dashed tirst into the Sandy Ridge
region, when they were opposed by skirmishers. The noise of this con-
liict was the tirst communication the left was able to obtain with the
right, although nearly abreast with it. The enemy's pickets on the
railroad retired along the track, firing, thus giving distant notice of our
))rogress there. Arriving at the Biddle road, an avenue 1 mile long
troin the long sand ridge to the railroad, while the skirmish was going
on. Colonel Jourdan moved rapidly to the right u])on it, with a bat-
talion, and in sujjport. The affair concluded on t!ie Dover road about
a mile in advance of the avenue. At that jdace the Sandy Ridge de-
clines into a swamp, and the last end of it was roughly intrenched.
The rapid movement and severe fire of the excellent skirmishers of the
Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania and gallant chargeof 17 cavalrj'of comjiany
n, Thiid New York Cavalry, under Sergeant Dow, leaping the intrench-
ments, drove the main body of the rebels into the swan>p, and detained
a commissioned officer and 27 enlisted men of the Forty-ninth North
Carolina Regiment in our hands as prisoners.
Our loss in this skirmish was 7 enlisted men of the Fifty-eighth

Pennsylvania \'olunteers and 1 of Company H, Third Regiment New
York Cavalry, wounded. Three horses of the same cavalry party were
killed.

On Tuesday, pursuant to orders from Headquarters Eighteenth Army
Cor[)s, my column returned to the New Berue lines and resumed their
former positions.

i have to acknowledge myself under obligations to Colonel Jones,
of the Fifty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Colonel
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Jourdau, commaiidiug the Secoud Brigade of my division, for their
uutiriug energy and intelligence; also to Major Fitz Simmons and Lieu-
teuaut Greig, Third Eegimeut New York Cavalry, who joined my staff
for the expedition, the former as chief of staff and the latter as aide de-
camp.
No opportunity offered for the use of artillery ; but in it, and, I may

add, throughout the entire command, the very best kind of spirit was
made evident to me.

Inclosed please find a report of Colonel Jones.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HENEY PEINCE,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Lieut. Col. SouTHAED Hoffman,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Highteenth Army Corps, New Berne, N. C.

Hdqks. First Division, Eighteenth Aemy Coeps,
New Berne, N. C, April 24, 1SG3.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Fostee,
Comdg. 18th Army Corps, Bept. ofN. C, New Berne, N. C. :

Geneeal : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of yesterday, in which you inquire whether, during your
recent absence at Washington, N. C, the question as to your power to
give commands from that place was raised by any one, and, if so, by
whom and under what circumstances.

It is natural for one to infer from this interrogatory that you La\'e
heard that the question was raised, and I think it but Justice to my-
self and others to state that in no official manner was this done. Eut
as you inquire if this matter was spoken of in " such consultations and
conversations between commanding officers as would naturally under
such circumstances take place and influence actions," 1 think it proper
to add that the only remark that came under my own observation, and
that could be considered by any one as at all calculated to raise the
question of your power, was a remark uttered in private conversation
by General Prince on the morning of the 10th instant (I think), and this

occurred in this way: Several officers, including myself, were standing
on the pavement near your quarters. General Prince said :

Here is a question. General Foster is shut ui) iu Washington with a small com-
maad. He is unable or unwilling to leave there. Is he then in coniuianJ of the
department, or who is then in command?

The above is the substance of the remark, as I understood it. I paid

no attention to it at the time, as I was very much occupied iu getting

ready to leave for the blockade. I left the place where tbe conversa-

tion was going on while General Prince was conversing, and I do not

even now recollect the persons who were there but I think General
Wessells was. This w^as not calculated to " influence (my) actions."

General Prince certainly never advised with me, officially or privately,

as to the power of the commanding general while iu Washington, and
the remark was simply an idle one, which I thought it better not to

make at that time, and I regret the necessity foi* ever speaking of it.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yours,

I. N. PALMER,
Brigadier- General, Gom.manding First Division.
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Headquaeteks Disteict op the Pamlico,
WasMngton, N. C, April 26, 18G3.

Maj. Geu. J. G. Fostee,
Comdg. MgMeenth Army Corps, Dept.o/N. C.

:

Geneeae : Your letter of the 21st instant* was received by me on the

22d. You say

:

The siege of Washington being raised, my duty to onr country, to yourself, and to

myself requires some explanation of past events.

I will endeavor to answer seriatim the queries which follow this pas-

sage satisfactorily to our country, to yourself, and to myself.

The passage which I will first consider is as follows

:

Learning that an attack -was to lie made on Washington, I left on March 29 for that

place and arrived there on the 30th. April 1, I wrote to General Palmer suggesting
three -n-ays of raising the siege and expressing my prefercncafor the first, which was
to land a strong force .it a point below Hill's Point Battery, t.ake that battery in

reverse, march up in rear of Eodman's Point, and join me at Washington Bridge.

What eifort, if any, was made to carry out my orders as above quoted ? Was any re-

connaissance made by your order for the purpose of learning the strength and position

of the enemy, on the result of which you reported to me that it was impracticable to

land and take the batteries?

On the 1st day of April the following letter from General Palmer, com-
manding the department in your absence, was received by me

:

IIeADQUAOTEES ElOnTEENTIt AlIMY CORP.S,
Ncu' flirtie, April 1. 1803.

Brigadier-General Prince, New Berne, N. C. :

General : Information in just received from General Foster from W.ashington, N. C.,

th.it that place is about to be attacked by the enemy in force. The re-euforce-
nicnts under General .Spinola have not been able to get to Washington, .as 1bo rebels
have established a battery at Hill's Point, near the blockade below th.'it city. Gen-
eral Foster has directed that you proceed immediately to that vicinity to t.ake such
measures for the reducing of this battery as your good judgment ni.'iy dictate, .and you
will get the re-enforcements to their destination if possible.

The gunboats from hero arc ordered to proceed immediately to that point and they
will be under way iu an hour or two. TIio steamer North Shore will be placed at
your disposition. She takes .a supply of ammunition for 32-poun(ler and Wiard guns
Av ith her. The gunboats from Plymouth have also been sent for, and they will be down
a.s soou as possible.

I senil you the letter of General Foster for your iuformatioii.
General, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

I. N. PALMEi;,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

With the above came ;i letter from General Potter, of which the fol-

lowing is a copy:
Washington, N. C, March 31, ly03—12 m.

Brigadier-General Palmei;, Commanding :

Gener.\i,: The rebels are about to attack us in strong force. They sent in a flag of
truce this morning for the purpose of having the women and children removed. The
Hag was not received. The regiments and b.attery that were to follow us have not
arrived

;
cause supjiosed to bo the fire from a battery which the rebels have pl.-uitcd

;it, Hill's Point where thoy formerly had one. We cau hold out for two or three days,
(icncral Foster wishes you to send up at once all the gunboats that can bo s])ared, and,
if possible, 4UU rounds of 32-pounder shot and shell, and 200 rounds of 12-pounder
Wiards. He also wishes cither yourself or General Prince to come up and to act
according to your own discretion in attacking the battery at Hill's Point.

If the gunboats cannot succeed in silencing the b.attery in questiou it will rest
with you or General Prince to decide as to the advisability of landing your infautry
and Hanking the battery. .

I am, very respectfully, vour obedient; servant,
EDWARD E. POTTER,

Chief of Staff.

* The only copy of this letter found is in lettcrprcsB-hook, and is illegible.
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I remember reading also a letter from you stating that there were
three means of relieving Washington.

I left New Berne, on the North Shore, at 2.45 in the afternoon of
that day and arrived at the fleet, off Bath in Pamlico River, at 2.45 the
following morning. (The 2d, not the 4th.) General Spinola was in
command there. I sought him immediately and talked with him of the
situation of matters. He instantly showed me an order he had issued
for landing some troops at daybreak for the purpose of storming the
Hill's Point Battery. No reconnaissance had been made, and I did
not see that his plan contemplated one, and asked him if he proposed to
make it without finy. He replied that he had no intention to attempt
his plan without one and should make a reconnaissance first in the
morning. I then approved this course and directed the reconnaissance
to he made. This M'as done according to my detailed instructions. The
officer in command of the party that made it reported verbally to my
satisfaction. There were present about 3 ,C00 men, artillery and infantry,
and the two little armed steamers, Lockwood and Allison, and a sailing
sloop with a heavy gun on board, which vessels vainly endeavored to
interest the Hill's Poiut Battery.

I informed myself, by the examination of many different persons and
by personal observation, of the precise nature of the situation of Hill's
Point Battery and of all the ways by which it could be approached
and all the places where landing was not naturally obstructed and
where it was obstructed by nature. And, as enjoined so forcibly in my
instructions, I permitted myself to be governed solely by my judgment
in deciding that a landing could not be effected with any means at my
coinniand. Nothing has occurred to shake this opinion or modify it.

Time and light airconfirm it. When I had formed it fully I did all I
conkl to make it immediately known to you and to General Palmer.
At evening on the 3d of April I left the river for New Berne, to go and
return as quickly as possible, for the i)urpose of conferring with General
Palmer, i carried the following dispatch with me to General Palmer,
having written it to send :

Pamlico Eiver, N. C, Jpril 2, ISCn.
C'ul. Southard Hoffman,

Aunt. Adjt. Gen., Eighteenth Army Corps, Kcio Berne, X. C. .

Colonel: Tbe battery on Hill's Point is very strong. The giuil)oats wo liavo (tLe
Allison and Lockwood) make no impression on it. Its geometrical position, consid-
ered with tbo relative situation of the enemy's forces, make it unassailable except
by gunboats.
Wliothor •'1,000 troops landed on this river or marched from New Berne would be

immaterial ; no less would bo able to reach the battery and get away again if unsuc-
cessful.

Lauding therefore with me is out of tbe question as things stand. Blount's Creek
is imjiassabli', and at tbe bridge is a camp of 1,000 men. There ia no way of my com-
uiuud glutting out of the triangle formed around the battery by the water and the

road. I shall lie here and threaten, and if a strong force of gunboats conies the bat-

tery can be fully tested.

Large vessels (gunboats) cannot find their way through the blockade, the buoys
being up and t he piles being cut off 2 feet under water, and while they are beleaguered

the well-served eight guns (some Whitworths) could destj-oy them. I shall attempt to

.send some ammuiiitiou to Washington to-night in a small boat, hugging the northern

shore.; but it will be atrifle, I know. The ofQcers of the gunboats will consider well

while near the battery the feasibility of one running through, but I feel confident

they will decide adversely to the attem]>t. If General Dix sends 5,000 men we may
relieve V/ashingLon. If the lar^e gunboats come they may succeed.

In order to remain here, coal is necessai-y. I send a tug to bring us a schooner

oontaining it. As every steamer will be out of coal in thirty-two hours, whatever

else fails let the tugs bring some coal-vessel.

Yonra, respectfully,
HENRY PEINCE,

Brigadier-General, Volunteers.
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And on the same day I endeavored to express myself better and
more clearly in a communication to your headquarters, a copy of which

I sent tlirough the barricade to you, which is as follows:

New Berne, April 3, 1803.

Liouteuaut-Colonel Hoffman :

Colonel: The above sketcli (for correction of wliicli 1 refer to the map of North

Carolina by Topographical liureau) is to indicate the relative situation of points re-

fcncrt to in the foUowiii!,' statement : General Foster, with twQ regiments, a company
ofcavalry, and a company of artillery (1,200 men), and three gunboats is at Washing-
Ion, lle'is invested ou the north side of the river by the brigades of Pettigrew and
(Jiirnett, as he states in bis letter to General Prince of April 2,.18U3. On the south

side is D. H. Hill with two brigades, according to General Foster's information, same
letter ; but other information, to which he probably has not access, indicates a stronger

force.

The eucmv have at Rodman's Point a battery with which they are destroying the

gunboats. At Hill's Point the enemy have a line battery of six or eight guns. A
barricade formerly constructed by the enemy extends from Hill's Point to Swan Point

;

the barricade consists of a double row of piles cut off 2 feet under water. Instead of

destroying the barricade our vessels made a passage through it 60 feet wide, and
marked the passage with buoys. The enemy having removed the buoys, it is not

possible ill the expanse of the river to know where the passage is running. The bat-

tery therefore jicrfects tlie blockade and also the investment of the small force of

ours at Washington.
Having been u]i myself to the front of the Hill's Point Battery and felt it with some

small gunboats, and having reconuoitered the slioro there and obtaine<l carefully

silted information, I can add something to the above statement.
lilouut's Creek has a long bridge where the road crosses, and is impassable below.

The bridge is partly removable, and at it is a force 1,000 strong of the enemy ever
since these operations commenced. Above the bridge the swamp is impassable. In

reeonuoiteriug the shores of Blount's Bay I found the enemy's x^ickets of infantry on
its west shore, all along, and infantry and cavalry on its east shore. This shows the
enemy to bo on the alert there ; and having seen lying there transports filled with
troops two nights and a day before I arrived there they are in anticipation of a
landing. The enemy therefore on the south side of the river at-e in force to defend
the Hill's Point Battery.

It is believed by me from my reconnaissance that the nature of the position west
of Blount's Creek does not admit of the gunboats rendering any assistance to troops
that have landed save wbilothey are on the immediate shore; theentirebank is high,
rugged, and wooded. Any force landed there places itself at once in a state of siege

from which there is no retiring excepting under most adverse circumstances. A
march uptpu the shore itself would expose the troops to a fire from the blnii' which they
could not I'aiily return.
As I am about to return to the jiositiou I shall iise all the means I can to obtain

furtbci- knowledge of the enemy, and if an opportunity to land occurs I shall do it.

Up to this time since the first arrival of the troops near Blount's Bay the high wind
and low water would have prevented any descent before as well as after my arrival.

Ifaiiytliing can be done by the combined forces of army and navy assembled at the
liiirricadc you may be assured that no pains will be spared to do it.

It is understood at the headquarters of the Kighteenth Army Corps tliat the en-
emy's regiments in this region are full, and it is not unlikely that two brigades of
U. H. Hill's command numiier ten regiments.

'Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY PRINCE,

Brigadier-General, Volunteers.

I returned to Blount's Bay the next day. In the trip I had seen the
Southfleld and two other gunboats from Plymouth on their way to

Blount's B;iy, where they arrived before me, antl I left the Hunchback,
fiom New Berne, detained by the weather in the mouth of the Neuse.
Tiie passage of the Sound was rendered very difficult, and was con-
stantly being interrupted during the most of the time I was up in the
Pamlico Kiver by the high wind. The first re-enforcements arrived on
the 5th. There were then in all 2,500 men there ; clearly not enough
to attempt the operation of forcing the crossing of Blount's Creek, which
cannot be more correctly described now that our troops have it in pos-
session than it was by me then.
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Tlie instructions contemplate a fair trial of the large class of gun-
boats. The Huucbback did not succeed in rcacliing Blount's Bay until

tlie afteruoou of the 5th. On that day I received your instructions to
leave the river to the care of the gunboats, and left^arly the next morn-
ing. I do not think a full test of what the gunboats could do with the
battery had then been made, but supposed it would be. There were no
means of landing troops at Blount's Bay under fire, and it was of no
use to collect theai unless the troops could get there. It seems not to
have been possible up to the time I quit there to get a sufBcieut force

from jSfew Berne to fight the brigade of 4,500 men, which was the least

force that could be reasonably deemed to be supporting the Hill's Point
Battery.

To recapitulate : I arrived at the forces on the Pamlico Eiver at 3

o'clock on the morning of the 2d of April. An order had been issued

for troops to land at daylight and storm the Hill's Point Battery. I

countermanded this order—my greatest service yet rendered to the

coiuitry in anj' one act. I ordered an armed reconnaissance, in which
I explained every detail of the mode in which it should be conducted
in the events that 1 imagined might occur. It was completed to my
satisfaction. I recounoitered the region carefully myself. I ascer-

tained the nature of it with the most irrefragable accuracy, as well as

the position of the enemy, whose force I correctly estimated. I sifted

justly the mass of information I obtained on all these subjects, and thus

saw the situation clearly and positively. The stormy night of the 3d of

April and the day of the 4tji I traversed the waters of Pamlico Sound to

New Berne and back. On the 5th of April I received your orders to

quit the river with the 2,500 men that were there in my command, ex-

cepting one regiment to be sent by the naval force to you, and I ac-

cordingly left early on the morningof the Gth of April for IN^ew Berne.

And now as to the question of landing. The notes written by you

from Washington, such as I saw, cannot be regarded technically as

orders. Their style suggested the idea to me that you did not so re-

gard them yourself, as they are not sufficiently coherent with each other

or sufficiently definite in themselves, it seems to me, to be considered

such. In the paragraph of your letter which I am now considering you

said: " I wrote to General Palmer suggesting three ways," &c., and "ex-

pressing my preference for the first," &c. You then said :
" What efl'ort,

if any, was made to carry out my orders as above quoted f I think

from 'this that you do not always regard them as orders. They are in

fact, as you style them yourself, your suggestions and preferences from

your point .of view at the moment of writing. Undoubtedly you would

not consider them orders in the case of failure of anything done in pur-

suance of them.
In one addressed to General Palmer you say that the first plan was

described to be " to land a strong force below (no place being par-

ticularized) Hill's Point Battery, take that battery in reverse, march up

in rear of Hodman's Point, and join me at the bridge."

In one addressed to me, dated April 2, you say :

Tlic batteries mn.st be taken in succession, to do wbich it is necesKary to land mi-

ller corer of tbe Kunboats and to assail tbe battery in its ilauk or n^ar at tlie same

time that tlie -nnlioats assail it in front. The battery will probably be supported

by a l)ri"-ade, Which you mu.st whip. If you have not troops enongli send at onee to

Palmer with orders from me to load any steamer or sail-vessel with troops enongb to

do the business surely

—

At this Stage 1 visited General Palmer, who said that he was using

all the transportation

—

If the gunboats arrive before more troops arrive you can make the atlempt 1o laud

under their cover.
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But the class of gunboats that -were expected to affect tLe battery

did not arrive till the 5th April.

lu another addressed to me you said that after tlie Hill's Point Bajt-

tery was taken the troops ought to re-embark in order to proceed to the

Eodman's Point Baftery on transports.

The letter of General Potter, chief of your staff, says

:

He (General Foster) also -wishes oitlier yourself or General Prince to come np and
to act accordinf; to your own discretion in attacking the battery at Hill's Point. If

the jjiiuboata cannot succeed in silencing the hattoiy in question it will rest with
vow or General Prince to decide as to the advisability of landing your infantry and
liankiug the battery.

Tlius I have shown most clearly that it rested solely on my judgment
and responsibilitytodecide whether the landing of troops near the Hill's

Point Battery should be made, and I shall proceed to show that I

decided correctly.

B. H. Hill was known to be on the south side of the Pamlico Eiver
with at least two brigades of rebels. I derived this knowledge not only
from you but from other sources of information. From yom* headquar-
ters I learned that the "rebel regiments about here were all full, each
brigade consisting of live regiments, numbering, say, 4,500 men.
But as the Hill's Point Battery was the key of the whole investment

it would be taking a short-sighted view of the generalship of the rebels

to suitpose that they could not concentrate all their force that was south
of the river in its defense; and when we were nearest to being able to

land, when we had in all 2,500 men at Blount's Bay, I knew, by ocular
observation, that they were concentrated for' the defense of tliat bat-

tery against a landing. The indications were conclusive. This is now
rendered a demonstrated certainty by our troops having marched over
the ground and witnessed their fi-eshly-vacated camps there since the
raising of the siege of Washington.
To land west of Blount's Creek would have been to place one's self

where the formation of the shore line refused to permit the gunboats to
render any assistance to the infantry landed. ISIo point juts out u^jon
which the gunboats might lire without firing over (that is, into) our
troops. iS'o place whatever can be named west of Blount's Creek below
the battery where the gunboats could assist the retreat. The troops
therefore would have to depend upon themselves and the intrenchments
tlH^v might make after landing. From the mouth of Blount's Creek to
Hill's Point Battery is 2i miles of shore line, forming a uniform and gentle
curve of which Hill's Point is the culmination merely. The general
level of the land along there is 40 feet above the river, the bank ofwhich
i.s blufl'. A landing west of Blount's Creek would be on this curve of
2i miles in length. Inside of it lies encamped the supporting brigade
of rebels—tiieir pickets everywhere on the curve ; their main body not
over 2 miles distant from any part of it.

I will suppose that the other brigade south of the river is distributed
at Blount's Creek Bridge, Swift Creek Village, Rodman's Point, the
cross-roads, and a point between the cross-road and Swift Creek.

I will suppose that we could land 500 men in row-boats, stern-wheelers,
&c., at a tiuie. Let us see how the landing would proceed

:

Tbe transport full of troops draws as near to the shore as she can.
She is then half a mile off (or she remains beyond the range of mus-
ketry, which would make the time longer). Each trip to land 500 takes
twenty minutes, and, if no contingency prolongs it, the transfer of the
whole to land takes one hour and two-thirds. Meantime the rebels
have been called to arms by the fire of tlieir pickets, and being not over
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2 miles distant they are at the landing place in an hour after the land-mg begins and besiege it before the landing is complete. The two
principles, without the observance of which the operations should not be
attempted, are, first, a secure retreat, and, secopd, some prospect of
taking the battery. Any one can decide the question.

I should have been willing with 5,000 troops, having assured myself
of your clearly expressed approbation of doing so, as my letters already
quoted show, to have attempted what I have described, because 1 think
our soldiers, with a superior morale arising from the holiness of their
cause, are superior in battle to the rebel rank and file, more steady and
persevering, more coolly determined on retaining a reserve of energy
and a few unwasted cartridges for final exhibition, and to sweep the
field.

To land east of Blount's Creek would have been safe and under the
cover of the gunboats ; but then there would have been between the
column and the battery the obstacle of an unfordable creek, watchfully
guarded, with a single bridge partly removable and occupied in force.
It is evident that 2,500 men would not have forced the crossing of
Blount's Creek if they had landed on the east side of it and remained
in a condition to go farther. In fact the entire available force of this
department, all the infantry, cavalry, and artillerv that could be marched
from New Berne, in precise total 6,400 men, went there on the 9th of
April, and after experimenting on it marched back to Kew Berne again
with their killed and wounded, because they could not force it without
a too great cost of men. As landing or marching there would have
brought the forces to the same identical place, it is therefore demon-
strated that my judgment was correct in pronouncing it to be out of
the question to get on the flank or rear of Hill's Point Battery by land-
ing east of Blount's Creek, for there is no way of turning Blount's'Creek,
as a swamj) at the head of it, beginning at the bridge, 'covers an area
10 miles long and G miles wide, and the only pocoson road through it

is impassable.
Landing east or west was, as I wrote to you, out of the question, then,

with my forces. I sincerely hope I have rendered it as plain to the coun-
try and to yourself as it has long been to me.
The next paragraph of your letter is as follows:

Xothing being done on the Pamlico River in accord.nnce with my plan No. 1, 1 wrote
(»i the 5tli of April ordering you to take command of all the available forces and
march acro.ss the country to Washington. Why did you not go in command?

This question is answered, I think, fully in my re])orts to your head-
quarters of April 13, 1863, rendered for the purpose of answering it. If

you will suggest any deficiency in the explanation as there given I will

supply it with jjleasure. I believe, in preparing myself for the march, I

foresaw every difficulty likely to occur in the march and all the places

where it was possible there would be any opposition, and made up my
mind how I could persistently endeavor to meet the one and overcome
the other.

Was any counsel of war held as to the expediency of marching acro.ss the country?

None that I have heard of. But this extraordinary question is enti-

tled to more consideration than is supplied by a full answer. I did not

ask the opinion of any of&cer or ofBcers whatever in respect (o march-

ing to Washington. At one time General Palmer, Colonel Hofimaii

(the assistant adjutant-general of the department) at another, and Gen-

eiiil Spinola at another timewere in my quarters, afew moments each,

at the time when myself and my confidential personal staff were gath-
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eriug and collating information fiom persons of all colors respecting

tlie country between New Berne and Washington and were discussing

in the most perfect privacy whatever subjects in connection therewith

it pleased us to mention, it having been stated by me to them that

nothing which was uttered that day by them or by me should be con-

sidered an opinion, but as a mere suggestion to thought and memory.
No reserve was observed when the persons named were in, and no other

j)erson was treated with any part of such confidence. I am forced to

suppose that this working with my stall' is the foundation of the ques-

tion, if it has any, strange as it may seem, because I cannot imagine
any other.

Did yon, publicly or privately, In consultation witli the commanding officer, give
yonr opinion, similar to that expressed to me in a letter, that the gas-rison at Wash-
ington were in an eel-pot aud the month closed, and so convey the imjiression that it

Tvus inexpedient to incur much risk in endeavoring to raise the .siege, accepting the
snrreuder as a foregone conclusion, and that the troops that should march to my res-

cue would in all jirobability be cut ott'?

I have never held such opinions, and have never expressed any such
to you or to any one. 1 ner\'er had impressions resembling such as you
mention above and never conveyed any such to any one, publicly or

privately. If I had done so publicly, as I have no right to do, the in-

formation would be at yonr service ; if privatelj', as I have the most i)er-

fect right to do to a commanding officer, it would be sacred with him.
There were two commanding officers whom I consulted with, General

Palmer, commanding the department in yonr absence at Washington,
with whom I was bound to consult as the commaniling officer; the
other was General Spinola, whom I relieved in command on the Pamlico
Eiver, which fact placed me on similar terms with him to a certain de-

gree. I was habitually frank with them, and if my frankness is partly
exposed I subratt to you that it is not my fault. They are proper per-

sons for mj' freest intercourse on i)ublic matters. The ideas 1 may have
expressed on those matters to the commanding-officer of the department
in the form of advice, crude surmises, or partly conceived tho'ughts for

the purpose of eliciting an exchange of impressions, or for persuasion, or
conversation merely in that intercourse, the freedom of which is equally
sanctioned by discretion and honor and the good of the service, are not
subject to interrogatories, in which they are liable to misconstruction, lor

the public eye. It is my freedom to express myself according to the incli-

nation of the moment or the final decisionof my judgment to the officer

in command, with whom I am in customary association, on tlie current
affairs which engage us, nutrammeled by the supposition that either
he or his confidential staff officer will expose my remarks anywhere. I

shall only hold myself responsible to the public for what I so say when
it is properly imi)arted to the public, and then I will substantiate the
correctness of the motives actuating my words in the broadest, highest,
and purest meaidng of a motive; for I will never speak by any other,
however agreeable it might be for me to do so. I shall not, therefore,
here review my and their ideas exchanged in private conversations.
Doing so imi)crfectly would be as unjust to them as it would be to me.
1 may say in general, however, that in discussing a proposed military
operation I habitually make every supposition of success or failure,

and more especially of failure, that my ingenuity can devise, as the
only means of preparing myself or assisting any one else to prepare
properly and fully to conduct it.

The eel pot simile I used only in the sense in which I used it to you,
viz, as suggesting the manner in which I presumed the rebels regarded
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Washington. I never so regarded it myself, but on the contrary always
expressed as my firm opinion, in the most public manner and with the
intention to diffuse it, that you could come out whenever you pleased
and also bring your command, with perhaps some loss, and that I fully
shared your confidence of success. I used this simile discreetly with
some of those persons interested in running the barricade for you, in
connection with such remarks as that the enemy let the Ceres go by
without firing at her and probably would let anything else go in, to en-
courage these persons in making the passage of the blockade.

AVas the question raised regarding my authority to give orders? If so, when, by
whom, and under what circumstances 1

The question was not raised that I know of regarding your authority
to command the troops in North Carolina. If I had any talk on the
topic it was in private with General Palmer or General Spinola, and
was either for my own or their amusement and not for any other pur-
pose. If in your meaning of the words of the inquiry you are of the
opinion that the circumstances in which you were at Washington of

themselves raised the question, you must admit that I would have been
absent-minded not to think of it.

Trusting that 1 have fulfilled the promise with which 1 began, I am,
general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HENRY PRINCE,
Brigadier- General, Volunteers.

Headquaeteks Eighteenth Aemy Corps,
JVew Berne, May 8, 1863.

^rig. Gen. Henry Prince,
Comdg. District of the Pamlico, Washington, W. C.

:

General: I have the honor to acknowledge' the receipt of your letter

of April 26 in reply to mine of the 2Ist.

It is of course desirable in all military operations that the i)ros and

cons should be fully weighed and the operation contemplated be made
as certain as possible ; that as a rule. But exigencies do occur when it is

a duty to act even though the risk of failure is greater than the cbauce

of success; this as an exception; and under this latter hypothesis I con-

sider the attempt to relieve Washington to have been. I can therefore

only regret that the attempt to storm Hill's Point was not made, the

more so, as a reconnaissance made by Captain Douglas, of the Fifth

Rhode Island Volunteers, showed that Hill's Point might have been

can-ied. Information shows that only one brigade was within near

reaching distance of that Point.

I fear that yourjudgment against the feasibility of attacking the place

was too generally disseminated, and that the efi'ect on subordinate offi-

cers and men was to discourage and seriously impair the morale so essen-

tial to success.

This is written, general, to acknowledge your report, and to express

my regrets that your views were not mine; or, rather, that you did not

recognize the emergency as one justifying and calling for some risks

and greater efforts than were made.

I remain, general, respectfully, yours,
' '

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General, Commanding.
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Headquaeteks District of the Pamlico,
Washington, N. C, May 10, 1863.

Maj. Geu. J. G. Fostee,
Commanding Department of North Carolina :

General : Perfectly coinciding with you in the generalities of your

letter of May S, 18C3, respecting the subject of landing at Hill's Point,

tbe reasons 1 have assigned in my letter to you ottbe 2Gth of April,

1803, forbid my drawing the same special inference from them, and the

hypothesis wliich you there state that you consider applicable to the

case needs no other commentary than is furnished by the result of the

siege.

There is no manner in which my judgment could have affected the

morale of the troops. I am confident that it was never otherwise than

well aflected by me. After the fleet returned from the Pamlico, when
tlie troops were crossing the Nease for the purpose of marching to

Washington, in which expedition they expected me to lead them, no
regiment passed my house that did not rend the air with unanimous
cheers. Xo cause whatever has existence for the fear you ex])ress, and
I do most solemnly avow before my Maker that no valid reason can be
assigned ibr it.

As I believe that an examination of the reconnaissance referred toby
you as made by Captain Douglas, Fifth Ehode Island Volunteers, will

dejtrive the remark yoa predicate upon it of all force, I beg that you
will cause me to be furnished with an account of it.

liespectingthe "onebrigade" immediately in supportof the battery it

is but just to say that it was Pettigrew's, containing six full regiments,
nominally 5,400 men, and that it was re-enforced by Claiborne's cavalry
and by artillery. But D. II. Hill had two brigades on the south side

of the river besides three unattached North Carolina regiments. Hill's'

Point Eattery was the key of the investment. All military men will

agree that he could therefore concentrate his main body in its defense.

jSIo doubt can exist of it. But this is of no moment in the argument.
I'ettigrew's brigade is sufiicient for my purposes.

I have in vain endeavored to reach with my perceptive faculties the
object of this correspondence. Has the interest of the country suffered ?

Or, on the other hand, has everything terminated according to the ut-

most blessing of the Almighty 1 The siege of Washington is raised in

the best possible manner. The enemy acquired no advantage whatever
over us in the course of it. Everything has resulted in the utter defeat
and overthrow of his i^lans. Nothing could be better. Your name is

tbe theme of every newspaper correspondent. And yet this correspond-
ence is entered upon with me, in which there seems to be an elaborate
effort to give currency to facts which have no existence by asserting
them interrogatively, ajid in which, notwithstanding the favorable re

suit of tbe siege, you now even go so far as to say "I can therefore only
regret that the attempt to storm Hill's Point was not made," plainly
regretting that an unnecessary and imminent risk of another Ball's

Bluff' was not run by landing 2,500 men in the face of Pettigrew's bri-

gade, although such landing would have been in opposition to your
own instructions given in writing to me. In this regret, which is ut-

tered witli such poetical sincerity, neither our country nor myself can
I>ossibly ])articipate.

(ieueral, it is clear to the most common apprehension that tbe " hy-
pothesis," tbe "fear," and tbe "regret" expressed in this letter have no



Chap.xxX] siege of WASHINGTON, N. C. 237

«hiwtT !."r?n'?''^'-°?5o''°^ ^ ^"^ ^"^"^ ^^'^^ tl^<^ reconuaissance whichshows that Hill's Point Battery could have been taken by my 2 500 men
will prove equally fictitious. ^ '

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant,

^, . ,. HENRY PRINCE,
hrigadiei-- General Volunteers, Commanding District.

No. 9.

Eeports of Col. Silas P. Richmond, Third Massachusetts Infantry of op-
erations April 7-10 and 10-21.

'

Camp Jouedan,
N'ew Berne, N. C, April 11, 1863.

Sir : The following is a correct report of the part taken by myself
and command in the recent reconnaissance in force under Briradier-
General Spinola.
April 7, 6.30 p. m.—Received orders to march immediately with three

days' cooked rations, and seven in bulk to follow. My command left
camp at 7 ]). m., marched to Foster's Wharf, and there embarked on the
steamer Allison, which took us across the Neuse River. We landed
near Fort Anderson and bivouacked for the night. I had with me 24
officers and 517 men.
April 8.—Waited during the morning for the remainder of the troops

to cross over. The troops were temporarily brigaded anew, my regiment
being put in the First Brigade, under comm.'indof Acting Brigadier
Amory. The whole column was under General Spinola, and consisted
of three brigades of five regiments each with a small force of cavalry
and artillery. The column moved at 1.30 p. m., my regiment having
the left of the First Brigade. We marched in a northerly direction^
The roads for the most part were very good and the column inoved fast.
We made no halts for rest. We passed l<!ew Hope School-House about
sunset, taking the road to the left. We marched until 9 p. m., then
bivouacked by the road side. Distance marched, 15 miles.
April 9.—Our brigade moved at G.30 a. m., in the same order as yes-

terday. Marched back on the same road about 1 miles ; thesi took a
crossroad, which led into the main road to Core Point, and continued
on in the latter; halted a short time for dinner and then marched on
until 3 p. m., when we got in close proximity to Swift Creek, and the
enemy's pickets were met—2 of them captured and the rest driven in.

The enemy almost immediately opened on us with batteries on the
other side of the creek. Our batteries moved to the front and engaged
the enemy for about two hours, without any apparent effect. The en-
emy's shell, though few in number, were excellently aimed, every one
causing some loss on our side. Ammunition being nearly all expended
the order was given to retire, which we did in good ordc, marching
back to the cross-roads near New Hope School-House and then biv-

ouacked for the night, it being then about 9 p. m., and having marched
during the day about 30 miles.

April 10.—The column was put in motion at about 7 a. m., Colonel
Amory's brigade having the lead and marching left in front, which
brought my regiment in advance. Reached the ferry near Fort Ander-
son at 10.30 a. m., and after a little delay we were transported across the
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river, reaching Kew Berne at 12 m., having marched in all about 55

miles in less than forty-eight hours from the time of leaving Fort An-
derson. I brought my men all safely into camp although they were

more completely tired out than at any previous time during the cam-

paign.
Eespectfully submitted.

S. P. EIOHMOND,
Colonel, Commanding Regiment.

S. A. Ilsley,
A. A. A. G., Second Brigade, Eighteenth Army Corps.

Hdqes. Thied Eegt. Massachusetts Vol. Militia,
Camp Jourdan, New Berne, N. C, April 23, 1863.

Colonel : On the morning of the 10th instant I received orders to

have my command formed ready to march, with three days' cooked ra-

tions, seven in bulk, and 100 rounds of ammunition per man. The nec-

essary preparations were immediately made and line formed.
A large number of both of&cers and men were on the sick list, con-

sequently the column marched was less in number than at any previ-

ous time. I was too unwell to leave camp, and the regiment went
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Barton.

The following is a copy of report to me

:

Camp Joukdan,
New Berne, N. C, April 22, 1863.

Col. S. r. Richmond:
Coi.oxEL : I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken hy the

Third Regiment in the late expedition under General Prince toward Kinston, N. C.

:

I'ormed regiment line at 10.30 on the morning of April 16 and marched with 448 men
and 23 officers to the depot at New Berne ; embarked on the cars at 2.45 p. m.

;
pro-

ceeded to a point 4 miles heyond Batchelder's Creek and bivouacked for the night.

On the morning of the 17th formed line at 7.30 and embarted on the cars and pro-

ceeded up the railroad and halted at the Jones plantation, a point near Core Creek
;

disembarked and formed line of battle. Three companies were ordered to report to
Colonel Jourdan. Sent forward Companies C, B, and H. Regiment rested on their
arms during the day and bivouacked here for the night.

l'<//i.—All (]uiet through the night. Three companies were ordered to report to

Colonel .Jourdan. Sent forward Companies D, F, and A. Orders received to hold
the regiment in readiness to act as a reserve. Sent out Company E on picket. Reg-
iment halted here for the night.
VMh.—All quiet through the night. Company G ordered on the cars to guard the

train and ammunition. Regiment remained inactive through the day and bivou-
acked here for the night.

20(/i.—All quiet through the night. Three companies wore ordered to report to
Colonel Jourdan. Sent iorward Companies K, E, and G. About 9 o'clock firing was
heard at the front. Received orders to go on board the cars as a support to the bat-
tery. Moved forward to Core Creek and halted. At 2 o'clock returned to our former
position and bivouacked here for the night.

21s(.—All quiet through the night. Regiment remained inactive until 3 o'clock
Avhen orders were received to prepare to march. Embarked on the cars at 6 o'clock
and returned to New^ Berne, teaching camp at 7 p. m. Whole distance traveled, 34
miles. No casualties.

All of wh'ch is respectfully submitted.
JAMES BARTON,

Lieutenant-Colonel Third Regiment Mass. Vol. Militia.

During the absence of the main portion of the regiment those re-

maining in camp improved in health considerably, but I am sorry to
say that our sick list is still very large. Company I returned from de-
tached service on the 20th instant, and last evening we had a dress-
parade in which all the companies belonging to the regiment partici-
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pated. It was a very pleasing reunion to us, it being- the first time at
which all the companies have had an opportunity to form on the same
line since the first day of our arrival in this department.

I remain, colonel, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. EICHMOND,
Colonel, Commanding Hegiment.

Col. J. JOURDAN,
Comdg. Second Brig., Fifth Div., Eighteentli Army Corps.

No. 10.

Report of Capt. John M. Willson, Third Neto York Cavalry, of skirmish
at Sandy Ridge, April 20.

Picket Station, Neuse Eoad,
A'pril 22, 1863.

Sir : I have to report to you that in the skirmish with the enemy
April 20, 1 man was wounded and 3 horses killed and 1 revolver lost.

Seventeen of my command were engaged, under the command of Sergt.

Henry Dov.'. I was sick "and could not take command.
I am, respectfullj', vours,

JOHN M. WILLSON,
Captain, Third New York Cavalry, Commanding Station.

Col. S. H. Mix,
Commanding Third Neic York Cavalry.

No. 11.

Report of Col. J. Richter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, of

skirmish at Sandy Ridge, April 20.

Hdqrs. Fifty-eighth Eegiment Pennsylvania Vols.,

Camp at Core Creek, April 20, 18G3.

Sir: I have tlje honor to report that I advanced ou the Dover road

this morning according to arrangements. No enemy were found this

side of Sandy Eidge, but at the junction, or just beyond the causeway

running froui the railroad, tire was opened on my skirmishers. I had

three companies deployed, which drove the enemy gradually back, they

making a stand at every strong position. Near the upper end of the

lido-e wliere it is not more than 100 yards wide, they had a breastwork

of lo'-'s and earth reaching across to the swamps on both fianks, whicli

thev°endeavored to hold and defended with great resolution. I indiiig

theVront likely to cost me many men, I deployed two more companies

on the right and left flanks, with directions to force their way through

the swamps. Those swamps were barely passable by woodmen, but my

men succeeded in advancing on the flank of the breastwork, when they

raised a shout, at which the enemy abandoned it, and fled into tue

swamp to the rear of the ridge.
, ^ ^ i „ ^+-

[ cannot speak too highly of the conduct of my ofiicers and men, ot

their coolness and steadiness under fire, and of their perseverance in

pushing the enemy. The enemy opposed to us were one company ot
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Nethercatt's battalion aud three companies of the Forty-ninth North

Carolina, Lieutenant-Colonel Flemming, and they numbered, one of the

prisoners says, 225. We found one of the enemy dead on the held (whom
we buried decently), 2 wounded and took 27 prisoners.

Our loss is 8 wounded, one of whom belongs to Company H, Third

New York Cavalry, which company behaved gallantly and lost 3 horses.

The breastwork where the enemy made their final stand is at the upper

end of the ridge, about G miles by the Dover road from Core Creek

;

beyond, that road runs principally through swamps to its junction with

the railroad.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
^

•

'

J. EICHTEE JONES,
Colonel Fifty-eighth Begiment.

Captain Waxdron,
Assistant Adjutant- Gerieral.

No. 12.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Francis B. Spinola, U. S. Army, commanding Pro-

visional Division and First Brigade, Fifth Division, of operations on
the Pamlico, April 1-4; action at Blounfs Creel:, April 9, and of Ex-
pcditions from New Berne to Sicift Greek Village, April 13-21.

Headquarters Spinola's Brigade,
Washington, N. C., May 12, 18C3.

Colonel : lu obedience to verbal orders, received at 4 o'clock on the
morning of March 31, for me to have two regiments of my brigade ready
to embark from the wharf at Fort Spinola at daybreak and for myself
and stafl' to accompany them to Washington, N. C, where I would re-

port to General Foster, I have the honor to report, viz

:

1 iiuiuediately proceeded to execute the order. The One hundred and
seveuty-tirst and One hundred and seventy-tifth Eegiments Pennsyl-
vania Militia, the first commanded by Colonel Bierer and the second
commanded by Colonel Dyer, were at the wharf at the appointed time.

At a. 11). ttie steamer Emilie, with a schooner in tow, started with the
One Imndred and seventy-fifth Eegiment and the right wing of the
One hundred and seventy-first Eegiment, and at 10 o'clock the same
morning tlie steamer John Farron started, with schooner in tow, the
left wing of tlie One hundred aud seventy-first Eegiment being on the
Farron and tliree pieces of Eansom's battery, with caissons, limbers,
and 200 rounds of ammunition for each gun, together with Captain
Kansom and his company, being on the schooner; myself and staff on
the Faron.

I jnoceeded down the Neuse Eiver and at 2 j). m. came up with the
steamer Sylvan Shore, lying at anchor insicte of the light-house at the
mouth of Neuse Eiver. 1 gave the captain orders to ])roceed at once
to the steamer Thomas Colyer, then aground on a shoal abont 8 miles
from the lighthouse, and take the One hundred and fifty-eighth Eegi-
ment Pennsylvania Militia from on board of her and proceed with it to
Washington, N. C, with all dispatch.
The One hundred and fifty-eighth Eegiment had started for Washing-

ton on March 29 under orders from Headquarters Eighteenth Army
Corps. I subsequently ascertained that the steamer Sylvan Shore could
not accommodate all of the regiment, and at 3 o'clock of the same day
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I overtook tbe steam-tug Alert aud sent her, together with the steru-
wheel steamer Wilson, after the remainder of. the One hundred and
fifty-eighth Regiment. After the regiments had all been taken from
the Colyer I put part of them on the John Parron and a portion of them
on the schooner with the artillery, and directed the tug to take the
schooner in tow and reach Washington with her as soon as possible.
At 4,30 p. m. passed Brant Island Shoals Light-House, and at 7 o'clock

passed the light-house at the entrance to Pamlico River. At 7.20 o'cloclc
met the steamer North Shore. The officer aboard infcrmed me that ho
was bound to New Berne with dispatches from General Foster to Cieu-
eral Palmer, and that the rebels had erected batteries on Mull's and
Hill's Points, on the Pamlico River,, and that it was General Foster's
orders not to proceed any farther up the river until gunboats should
arrive to convoy the transports by the batteries. I proceeded to within
about 5 or 6 miles of Mull's Point, and at 9.30 o'clock came to anchor.
Our approach was signaled by the enemy from a point about 10 miles
below Mull's Point. The signals were very distinct aud continued at
intervals throughout the night.
On Wednesday morning, April 1, the gunboat Lockwood passed by

a little before daylight, and proceeded to within 1 mile of Hill's Poiiit
and came to anchor.
At G o'clock on the morning of April 1 I got the steamer Farron and

other transports under way and i)roceeded up the river, and at 9 o'clock
again anchored within 2J miles of the Hdl's Point Battery.
At 10 o'clock I visited the gunboat Lockwood and learned from Mr.

Hicks, who commanded her, that there were five guns mounted on tbe
battery on Hill's Point; that he had been directly under the battery
and had seen and counted the guns. Mr. Hicks expressed his willing-
ness to do anything in his power to assist the transports in running by
tbe batteries, whereupon I requested him to i)roceed within range and
open fire upon it, which he did, taking his vessel_directly under it aud
continuing to fire for an hour and a half withoiit any replj^ from the
enemy.
At 2.30 p. m. Captain Gouraud, of General Foster's staff, and Lien

tenant Cole, of my staff, volunteered to run by the blockade in a small
boat and proceed to Washington with dispatches for General Foster.

They got safely by the Hill's Point Batterj% and after proceeding a few
miles up the river met Master's Mate McKeever, of the gunboat Louis-

iana, who was on his way down with dispatches from General Foster.

Cajjtain Gouraud and Lieutenant Cole returned again to tbe steamer.
Master's Mate McKeever said that no boat drawing G feet of water

could reach Washington, as the tide was lower than it had been for a
year. This statement was also confirmed by the i)ilot of the gunboat
Lockwood, who asserted to his knowledge that it had never before been
so low ; all the transports required more than G feet of water ; while

Mr. Hicks, commanding the gunboat, gave it as his opinion that he be-

lieved it impossible for any of the transports to pass the batteries, as

the channel was only about 80 feet in width and all the buoys had been
removed by the enemy.
At 7.30 p. m. I sent the steamer Sylvan Shore to New Berne for ad-

ditional gunboats and ammunition of the kind required for the guns
at Washington, that aboard of the transports not being of the character

required for the gunboats and artillery at that place. The stern- wheel

steamer Wilson arrived and reported at 9.30 p. m.
Lieutenant Cole, of my staff, and Master's Mate McKeever started in

a small boat to run the blockade, with dispatches for General Foster,

16 B K—VOL XTIU
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aud got safely through, aud returned at 7.15 o'clock on the morning of

April 2 with dispatches from General Foster.

After arriving in front of the rebel batteries and remaining there all

day, aud lindiug it qnite impossible to run the transports by the batteries

at that time or until Additional gunboats should arrive so as to hold

tlie eu<;my's guns in check while the vessels were passing, aud after

having carefully examined in person the shore from the mouth of Blount's

Creek to within a short distance of Hill's Point, having likewise made
the necessary soundings along the shore to ascertain the depth of water
between the above-named points with a view to select the most suit-

til)le i)lacc to laud, 1 decided to have the troops put ashore and storm
the works on Hill's Point, and to that end issued the following orders
on tlie afternoon of April 1, 18G3 :

Si'EciAi> Orders,
\

Headquarters Aboaed John Faron,
Nil. 1. \

Famlico River, jY. C, April 1, 1863.

1- ColoiiL-l Dyer, coiumanrtiuj^ tbe Odo hundred and seventy-fifth Regiment Ponn-
sylv;iin:i Militia, will disembark liis regiment on the steamer AVilson aud land them
near the mouth of IJlonnt's Creek and storm the battery on Hill's Point at daylight
to-iiiorrow" morning.

11. Colonel IJierer, commanding the One hundred and seventy-first RegimcntPenn-
sylvania Jlilitia, will bold that portion of his command that is now aboard the steamer
Eiuilie in readiness to disembark at daylight to-raorrow morning to support Colonel
Dyer, who is lo storm tlie battery on Hill's Point.
HI. Lieutenant-Colonel Troxel, coumianding the One hundred aud fifty-eighth

Regiment Pennsylvania Militia, will hold that portion of his command that is now
aboard llie steamer Emilie, and a sufficient number in addition from aboard the
schooner to make his command 300 men in all, in readiness to disembark at daylight
to-morrow To act in conjunction with Colonel Eicrer's command as support to Colonel
Dyer, who is to storm the battery ou Hill's Point.

IV. Lieut. Thomas Low, in command of three guns of the battery, now aboard the
scbooner Annie L. Edwards, will be ready to go into action with his guns at daylight
to-morrow morning. He will act in concert Avith the captain of the gunboat Lock-
wood. The schooner will be towed into action by a propeller.
By command of Brigadier-Ueaeral Spinola:

L. HANLEY,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

I also made a thorough and careful examination on the evening of
April 1 of the approaches by water to Bath, on the north side of the
liver, with a view of landing there and marching to Washington in
case 1 failed in taking the batterj" ou Hill's Point.
At '2 o'clock on the morning of April 2 the steamer l^orth Shore ar-

rived with Brig. Gen. Henry Prince and staff aboard. The foregoing
orders were not executed, as General Prince took command of the
lorct's, aud all movements from that time until he left again for New
Berne were under his direction and will, I presume, be embodied in his
rei)ort.

At G p. m. on the 2d instant the steam-tug Alida left for New Berne,
aud at 8 o'clock the same evening General Prince and staft' started for
New Berne on the steamer North Shore, which again left me in com-
mand.
April 3 I loaded eight small boats with ammunition, and although

it was blowing almost a gale of wind, which rendered the undertaking
of running the blockade extremely hazardous in addition to passing the
enemy's batteries, yet I experienced no difficulty in finding a sufficient
number of volunteers from aboard the gunboats to man all the small
boats, and at 9 p. m. tliis little fleet started, under the command of Lieu-
tenant Williams, of my staff, and reached the garrison in safety. Upon
cousultation with Captain MacDearmid, of the gunboat Ceres, he volun-
teered to buoy out the channel and run his boat past the batteries.
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Accordingly at 10 o'clock on the night of April 3 ho started to place
the buoys, and at 12 o'clock reported that he had succeeded and was then
ready to run his boat through if I desired it. I accordingly had the
Ceres brought alongside of the Farron and put on board of her all the
ammunition her magazine could hold.

At 2.45 o'clock on the morning of April •ICaptain MacDearmid started
with his gunboat and passed all the batteries in safety, the Dill's and
Swan's Point Batteries firing at him as long as he was within range of
their guns.
At i o'clock on the morning of April 4 I received a dispatch from

General Foster for General Prince. It was of an important character,
and I concluded to forward it at once to General Prince at New Berne.
Accordingly I had the GOO troops on the Farron transferred to the two
schooners that had Ransom's battery aboard, and started the steamer at

G o'clock in the morning forNew Berne with a letter to General Palmer,
asking that all the small boats, together with the surfboats and launches
that could be procured at New Berne, might be sent down by the steamer
on her return, as I had become satisfied that the garrison could be re

enforced by passing the blockade with these boats in the night, in ease

all other plans failed. The steamer returned but the boats did not
come.
At 2 o'clock three additional gunboats arrived, the Southfleld, White

head, and Seymour. Their several commanders expressed a desire to

render all the assistance in their power toward relieving the garrison,

and wished to know my desires in the matter; whereupon I requested

that they would at once engage the battery on Hill's Point, which they

did at a distance of about 1,000 yards, and nothiug could have been

more accurate than the firing of the Southfleld and one or two others of

the boats, from the effect of which I became entirely satisfied that the

battery could be passed in safety.

After ascertaining that the buoys put down by Captain MacDearmid
had not been disturbed, and as soon as dark set in, 1 had the whole of

Ramson's battery, including officers and men, transferred to the schooner

Nellie D., and the six guns placed in position on the schooner's deck. 1

likewise transferred the whole of the One hundred and seventy-fifth

Regiment Pennsylvania Militia, under command of Colonel Byer, nam
bering GOO men, on the same schooner, and had made arrangements for

the gunboat Lockwood to take aboard the ammunition that had reached

me for the gunboats and batteries at Washington, and also to take the

schooner in tow and run the blockade with her before daylight on the

following morning. The above arrangements were made by the regi-

mental and battery commanders in pursuance of the following orders:

Speciai- Orders, } Headquarters Aboard the Thomas Colter,

j^Q_ 2.
'

^
FanUico River, near Hill's Point, N. C, April 4, 186;',.

I. Col. Samuel A. Dj-er, commanding One hundred and seventy-fifth Regiment

Pennsylvania Militia, will immediately transfer his command from the schooin'i-

\„ the schooner Nellie D. that has Ransom's battery aboard, for the jjurpobc

of ruunio-' the blockade by the rebel batteries on Hill's .and Swan's Points aud Hod-

man's Quarters a^d re-enforcing General Foster at Washington.

II. The utmost caution must be exercised in keeping the men between decks while

passing the batteries. ^ „ < i i ^4^

HI Captain Ransom, commanding battery, will transfer the guns of liis buttery,

together with caissons, ammunition, andmen, from the schooner to tlio schooner

Nellie D and have all his guns placed in position and ready for action ou the deck ot

the schooner Nellie D., so as to assist in fighting his way past the batteries.

IV. The captain of the schooner Nellie D. will receive aboard his vessel Colonel

DvePsregimeut of jnfantrv and the balance of Ransom's battery.

V. Captain Graves, of the gunboat Lockwood, is requested to receive aboard his
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boat the ammnuition sent from New Berne for Geueral robl.nr, aud lay his vessel

alongside the schooner Nellie D. for tlie purjiose of towing her past the batteries and
through the blockade to Washington between now and daylight.

By command of Brigadier-General Spiuola, conuiiandiug:
L. HANLEY,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Everything was iu readiness to make the move under the above
orders when Gener;il Prince and staff arrived in the steamer Escort at

about 11 p. m., April 4, and assumed command, after which the execu-

tion of the foregoing orders devolved upon him. The arrangements for

running the blockade with the gunboat and schooner were not carried

out, although the schooner had weighed anchor and the gunboat had
made fast to her and both were under way when General Trince coun-

termanded the orders and the schooner again came to anchor. I had
made all the above arrangements under the belief that the favorable

moment to re-enforce thegariison had arrived, as there were 2 or 3 feet

more water iu the river than there had been at any time since my arri-

val. I ascertained this fact by soundings made under mj' own per-

sonal supervision. The reason for countermanding the orders under
which the arrangements had been made for the schooner ISTellie D. and
gunboat Lockwood to run the blockade 1 have no doubt will be fuUj^

esi)laiued in General Prince's report.

All the officers and men of my brigade were both willing and anxious
to incur any risk or to encounter iiny danger necessary to relieve the
beleaguered city, and no troops iu the army could have manifested a
greater williugness to make any necessary sacrilice to re-enforce the
garrison and to relieve it from the perils that surrounded it.

I cannot close this report without bearing testimony to the gallant

conduct of the Navy while acting in conjunction with my command,
particularly Captain MacDearmid, of the gunboat Ceres. The conduct
of the several commanders of the gunboats engaged was all that could
have been expected of them. They manifested great braverj', coupled
with a willingness to do all iu their power to relieve the garrison.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. 13. SPmOLA,
Brigadier- General.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General, JEiyhteenth Army Corps.

Hdqrs. on Field at Little Swift Creek,
April 8, 1863—Wednesday night, 11 o'clock.

General: In jjursuance to your instructions of to-day the column
under my command started at 3 o'clock p. m. and arrived at this place
at 8 o'clock p. m.. The advance guard met the enemy's pickets about 7

miles from Fort Anderson. They retreated without returning lire, and
about half an hour later we heard their alarm guns. From information
entirely reliable I learn that tlie enemy, (i,000 infantry and 1,000 cav-
alry, are iu a strong fortified ])osition at Walter Kuff's farm, on the road
leading to Blount's Creek. 1 also learu from the same source that the
enemy occupy both sides of Swift Creek Bridge. There are other forces

on the road leading to Kinston, but I could not learn their position or
strength. It is to be presumed that the enemy is in strong jjosition and
force at the cross-roads near Washington. Should 1 proceed to Wash-
ington on the Switt Creek road I feel assured that I will be attacked
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in the rear by the forces above named on Euff's farm, and would also
be harassed on my left flank by the forces stationed on the Kinston
roads. In case I fail to drive the enemy from the cross-roads near Wash-
ington and am compelled to retreat it can only be done with a large
sacrifice, if at all. From all the information I have received it estab-
lishes the strength of the enemy not less than 20,000, under Hill, Petti-
grcw, and Garuett. The majority of the information fixes the enemy's
strength at 22,000, and it is therefore supposable that we will have to en-
counter at least 10,000 under Hill at the cross-roads near Washington,
that being the main position of the enemy. It appears to mo now that
the only possible successful way to relieve the garrison is to take the
battery at Hill's Point, and in that way raise the blockade.
AVe are constructing the bridge over Little Swift Creek to-night.
I shall have a consultation to-night with the brigade commanders, ar-

tillery, and cavalry. It is my intention to start from here in the morning
for Blount's Creek, and engage the enemy there, and drive them, if
possible, beyond the battery on Hill's Point with a view of taking it.

Should I not be successful I shall retreat to Fort Anderson, as 1 am
satisfied it is utterly impossible to march on Washington by the Swilt
Creek route without endangering my entire command. In the event of
having to retreat it will be necessary that transportation be ready to
convey the command across the ISTeuse Eiver. Send forward immediately
the forage wagons and wagons with ofScers' baggage ; the other wagon's
leave till you hear further from me.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. B. SPINOLA,
Brigadier- General.

Brig. Gen. I. N. Paljiee.

Headquaetees Geneeal Spinola's Command,
jSTeae New Hope School-House,

Thursday Evening^ April 9, 1863—11.30 o'clock.

Geneeal : I have the honor to communicate that I started at 7

o'clock this morning from Little Swift Creek with my command and
marched to Enff's Mill, at the head of Blount's Creek, a distance of 15
miles. Two miles from this place we met and exchanged fire with, the
enemy's picket, which was continued till we reached the cross-roads, 1

mile from Euff's Mill. I followed the enemy with the intention of

crossing Blount's Creek, in order to make my way to Washington, as I

have already indicated in my last letter to you. I found, however, the

enemy's position almost impregnable, owing to the thickness of swamp
woods on the north side of Blount's Creek, and also to the strong earth-

works on the south side of the creek, behind which the enemy were
2,000 strong. I will also mention that these earthworks are thrown up
close to the bridge, which was destroyed by the enemy previous to my
arrival there. The earthworks were partly dug in the ground and partly

thrown up, so that they could only be reached by depressing our pieces.

In the enemy's works were six pieces mounted, which I judge to be 12-

l)ounder howitzers, [which] were served with great skill. Behind these

fortifications, at a distance of about a half mile, were also 3,000 of the

enemy, the whole 5,000 being under the command of General Pettigrew.

I also learn from reliable sources that the roads from Blount's Creek to

Washington and Hill's Point are entirely occupied by the enemy, and

I learn by positive evidence that there are two brigades encamped at

and near the cross-roads in front of Washington, under the immediate
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command of General Hill. The engagement was commenced by a com-
pany of tbe TLird ISTew York Cavalry -witti a mountain howitzer. The
lio\^ itzer, under command of Lieutenant Burke, and the company of
cavalry, under the command of Captain , were under the direc-

tion of Major Garrard, Third New York Cavalry, temporarily detailed
on nij- staff. The cavalry detachment constituted part of Colonel
Amory's brigade, who engaged the enemy at the bridge for nearly
two hours. Owing to the condition of the ground it was impossible to
develop a large force against the enemy, and therefore only two regi-

ments of infantry, the Sev^enteenth and Forty-third Massachusetts
Volunteers, two sections of Captain Belger's battery, and one section
of .32-ponnder howitzers, under command of Lieutenant , together
with the cavalry above named, were actually engaged. Though we suc-

ceeded in silencing the enemy's battery, yet we were unable to drive
tbcni from their position, as our infantry and artillery fire were without
much effect upon them, owing to the nature of their earthworks and the
position of our guns. It was equally impossible to enfilade their works
or to cross or ford the creek at any other point, and, as stated above,
the bridge being destroyed we were unable to charge the enemy or
build the bridge uuder their heavy musketry fire. Seeing that it was
imjjossible to cross the creek, I was obliged to return, and did so at 5
o'clock this afternoon, in regular order, without being molested in any
way by the enemy.

1 take pleasure in stating that Colonel Amory's conduct during the
march and engagement was of the most creditable character, as was also
Major Frankle's, Major Garrard's, and Major Stone's, temporarily de-
tailed on my staff. The Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers, under
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Fellows, is especially deserving of
notice ; while all the officers and men of the command manifested an
anxious determination to reach Washington at all hazards and relieve
the garrison there, but failed to do it for the reason that they could not
perform impossibilities.

1 deplore the necessity of stating the casualties of officers and men
during the engagement, which was very slight considering the nature
of our engagement. Captain Belger was wounded in the hip, the ball
])assing through his thigh and killing his horse; Lieutenant Roberts,
Seventeenth Massachusetts, left arm broken by a Minie ball ; 2 men of
Battery F, First Ilhode Island Artillery, 1 sbghtly, the other severely; 5
men of Seventeenth Massachusetts, 1 severely.

I shall leave this plaje for New Berne to-morrow morning, feeling
conscious that I have done all that was in my power to comply with the
requests of General Foster as well as to carry out your instructions.

I aoi, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. B. SPINOLA,

Brigadier- General.
Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer.

Camp at New Hope ScnooL-HousE,
Tuesday, April 14, 1863.—5 p. m.

General: Pursuant to instructions received last night I left Fort
Anderson with my command at 10.30 a. m. and arrived at this place at
4 p. 111. At the forks of the road, about S miles from Fort Anderson,
I sent the whole detachment of cavalry (but 10) and the cavalry howitzer
on the road leading to the right, which terminates at the road leading
to Blount's Creek and about 1 mile from the school-house. I expected
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the enemy's pickets to be posted at this place iu strength, and therefore
instructed the commandant of the cavalry to march quickly over the
road iu order, if possible, to cut them off from their main force ; in the
mean time our main column marched on the direct road here. I am
hapi>y to inform you that Captain Chamberliu, commanding the cav-
alry, has faithfully performed the duty assigned him by succeeding iu
cutting off and capturing two cavalry pickets stationed here. From our
prisoners we have received information that the enemy occupied Blount's
(.'reek with 0,000 infantry and one regiment of cavalry, and from that to
tlie cross-roads leading to Washington they have 15,000 infantry and
three regiments of cavalry stationed. They are fortified in every avail-

able position with about one hundred and fifty i)ieces of artillery.

I also learn that the stringers of the bridge across Blount's Creek are
cut, which, if so, will prevent our crossing there.

The prisoners belong to Colonel Claiborne's regiment. Seventh Con-
federate Cavalry, newly arrived from the Blackwater. They state that
there are 50,000 rebel soldiers stationed around Washington. I have
sent the cavalry in two parts to scour the roads leading to Blount's
Creek and Swift Creek. The latter road I have our pioneers employed
in clearing what we blockaded in our last march here, as I intend leav-

ing here at daylight in the morning and march toward Swift Creek,

leaving a portion of my command to occupy our present position until

we return.

I am, general, verv respectfully, vour obedient servant,

F. B. SPINOLA,
Brigadier- General.

Brigadier General Wessells,
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps.

Headqtjaeteks Spinola's Brigade,
Washington., If. C, May 15, 1803.

Colonel : In obedience to orders received from Headquarters Eight-

eenth Army Corps, directing that my brigade should be at Foster's

Wharf at 2 a. m. on April 8 for the purpose of crossing the Ncuse River,

I have the honor to submit the following report

:

The brigade reached the place designated a quarter of an hour before

the time specified, and in two hours were all over the river. They

bivouacked near the old rebel fort on the road leading to tlie New
Hope School-House.

At between 1 and 2 o'clock on the morunig of April 8 I called upon

Brio-. Gen. Henry Prince at his headquarters to ascertain if there were

any^'specific instructions to be issued in regard to the exi)edition and to

learn what time he had fixed on for the column to commence moving.

I believe that General I'rince was to command the expedition, as he

had been ordered by General Foster to proceed with it to the relief

of the garrison at Washington, N. C, whicli was then invested by tlie

CDCIDV.

I found General Prince in a state of mind denoting that he was very

much exercised in regard to the propriety of making the contemplated

march and he freely^expressed his opinion to me that the expedition

could not succeed, that it must be a very great failure, for he did not be-

lieve that any of those who accompanied it would return, as we would

all be captured, and that it was like making the rebels a present of all

the artillery.
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General Prince at this interview also invited me to volunteer to take

the command of the expedition, which I declined in the most positive

and unmistakable language. I was entirely willing to take my chance
with others of either falling upon the field or being taken prisoner, but
my own good sense promptly told me that the size of the expedition

and the imi)ortance of its trust forbade one of my limited military ex-

]ierience from assuming its command, except under positive orders

from my superior oiJicers, and then, in obedience to a willing heart, I

could only promise to do the best I could to accomplish the object of

the exj^edition.

At about 10 a. m. on April 8 a messenger called at my room and
tohl me. that General Palmer desired to see me at once. I immediately
proceeded to his headquarters, when he informed me that the command
of the exi)edition would faU upon me. This was the first intimation'*!

had received that this important trust would be placed under my
charge. I expressed my astonishment at it, and told General Palmer
that 1 could not assume the command unless I received a written order
to tJiat effect, which he assured me I should have before starting.

1 have deemed it due to truth and the interest of the service that
these facts shoukl be stated in this report, as they form a link in the
history of the efforts made to relieve the invested garrison.

I then crossed the river, and shortly after reaching,the other side was
handed tJi© following order :

Fort Ander,9on, Neuse River,
Jpril 8, 1863.

Brig. Gen. F. B. Splnola,
U. S. Volunteers, New Berne, A". C.

.

General: The forces for the relief of Washington are hereby placed nnder your
commaud, and a list of them is furnished to you. General Foster, commanding this
department, has given positive instructions that all the available force at New Berne
shall march to Washington to his relief. You will perceive that this order has been
implicitly obeyed as far as placing the troops at your disposition is concerned.
You have informed me that you have read the orders sent to General Prince by

General Foster. As these are the only instructions I have seen I can only direct you
to bi'ar in mind the letter of General Foster and exercise your best judgment in carry-
ing out his views. The sole object of the expedition is to get the troops into Wasli-
iugton, now invested by the enemy, and I feel confident that everything.that can be
done will be ctfected.^
riease to keep me infoi-med of the state of affairs as you proceed. Look ivell to the

roads leading into your route from the direction of Kinstoii. Should you be obliged
to build a bridge at Swift Creek it should be protected, for the supplies for your com-
ma n<l may not lie able to start until to-morrow.

1 will not anticipate a failure to get through, but should you bo obliged to return
(lor I shall send for you if this place is attacked by any force that I think will be able
to overcome the force left hero) let the return movement be conducted with order au<l
great care.

I am, geuer.al, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

I. N. PALMEE,
Jjrigadier-Oarcral, Commandkig.

on.tlie receipt of which I directed the column to be ready to move at 3
o'clock that afternoon. I organized the several regiments comprising
the command into three brigades, of five regiments each, and assigned
to each brigade its proper portion of artillery, and also gave the cavalry
the necessary instructions to govern them on the march.
The First Brigade was put under the command of Colonel Amory, of

the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers, and comprised the follow-
ing infantry and artillery: The Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers,
two 32-ponnder howitzers, Forty-third Massachusetts Volunteers, One
liundred and first Pennsylvania Volunteers, Ninety-sixth New York
Volunteers, Third Massachusetts Volunteers, and'Belger's battery.
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The Second Brigade was commanded by Colonel Lee, and consisted
of the following-named infantry and artillery : The Eighty-fifth New
York Volunteers, One hundred and third Pennsylvania Volunteers,
Eiggs' battery, Fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, Eighth Massachusetts
Volunteers, and One hundred and thirty-second New York Volunteers.
The Third Brigade was under the command of Colonel Bierer, and

included the following regiments of infantry and pieces of artillery :

Two pieces of artillery, One hundred and seventy-fifth-Pennsylvania
Militia, One hundred and fifty-eighth New York Volunteers, One liun-

dred and seventy-first Pennsylvania Militia, One hundred and fifty-

eighth Pennsylvania Militia, and Fifth Ehode Island Volunteers.
The following official statement, purporting to show the true strength

of the command, was also furnished me by General Palmer on the day
the expedition was to leave, and it is the one referred to in General
Palmer's order

:

Official ftatement of troopa that can be furnislied Brig. Gen. H. Prince, U. S. Volunteers,

commanding Expedition, April 8, 1863.
Men.

Eighty-fifth New York lufantry 445
Cue hundred and third Pennsylyania Infantry 471
Fifth Massachnsetts Infantry 593
Eighth Massachusetts Infantry 271
Due hundred and fifty-eighth New York Infantry 245
One hundred and thirty-second New York Infantry 555
Third Massachusetts Infantry 674
SeTenteenth Massachusetts Infantry 591

Forty-third Massachusetts Infantry 701

One hundred and first Pennsylvania Infantry 395
Ninety-sixth New York Infantry 278
One hundred and seventy-first Pennsylvania Infantry 600

One hundred and fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry 600

One hundred and seventy-fifth Pennsylvania Infantry 600

Fifth Rhode Island Infantry ' 388

Total infantry 7,407

Artillery, 16 guns.
Cavalry, two squadrons, 400 men.

By command of Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer, commanding

:

J. A. JUDSON,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

It is evident that this statement was prepared with the understand-

ing that General Prince was to command. It represents the strength

of the expedition to be 7,807, exclusive of the artillery, which was 310,

as shown by a field report made at the time of starting, which would

make the whole force 8,123 ; while the field report received from each

brigade, together with the artillery and cavalry, half an hour before

starting, showed the whole force to be but 0,405, instead of 8,123, a

difference of 1,658 less than that shown by the official statement.

The column moved promptly at 3 o'clock, and reached Little Swift

Creek at 8 o'clock the same evening, having, marched between 14 and

15 miles. The advance guard met the enemy's picket about 7 miles

from Fort Anderson. They retreated without returning fire. Half an

hour later three heavy guns were heard in the direction of Swift Creek

Village, which I took for alarm guns of the enemy. From information

of a character that seemed entirely reliable I learned that six regmieuts

of infantry (about 6,000 men), under command of General Pettigrew,

and one regiment of cavalry, under command of Colonel Claiborne,

numbering about 1,000 men, were encamped at Walter Eufl's farm, on
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tlie road leading to Washington and Hill's Point, wliere it crosses

Blount's Creek. From various sources I learned that the enemy were
also in large force at Swift Creek Village and occui)ied both sides of

the bridge, as well as the roads leading to Kinstou and Greenville;

but I could not learn their exact strength, except that they occupied
five or six diflerent camps. The fact that the enemy were in force at

the cross-roads in front of Washington was also confirmed by both
contrabands and prisoners in a manner that left no doubt in my mind
that the strength of the enemy on the south side of Pamlico Eiver and
vicinity, and all of which were within supporting distance of each other,

could not have been less than 12,000 or 15,000 men, although it was
fixed by all the information received at a much greater number. With
these facts before me, and after a consultation with the brigade com-
manders together with the chief officer of artillery, who were unanimous
in their expressions of opinion that the column had better return to New
Berne, as in their judgment an absolute failure would be the result of

the expedition if we proceeded by this route, I thei'efore concluded not
to go by the way of Swift Creek Village.
The infantry of the enemy at this place was stronglj' intrenched and

had thrown up earthworks for their artillery which commanded all the
direct approaches to the village, although from the evidence received
their strength in the village proper was not as great as mine, and if I

had attacked them there and driven them out of the place they could
have retreated toward the cross-roads in front of Washington and joined
the forces located at that point. Still, to have pursued this course and
pushed on toward Washington by this route would have exposed my left

tiank to the assault of the enemy, who were encamped in considerable
force on the roads leading toward Kinston and Greenville, while Petti-
grew would certainly have crossed Blount's Creek and attacked my rear,

for I had no way of protecting it except by dividing my force and it

was not large enough to admit of that being done, particularly so as I

would have been compelled to have met at the crossroads and in my
front a force very much larger than my own and well intrenched.
Thus hemmed in on three sides by an active foe, with an impenetrable

swamp on my right, it would have left me but a small chance of success
and uo opportunity whatever of falling back in the event of a repulse
at the cross-roads, the consequence of which would have been either the
annihilation of my command or its capture, to avoid which I decided to
try and reach Washington by the way of Blount's Creek road, and if

possible drive the enemy back, so as to reach Hill's Point and capture
that battery and thus raise the blockade. In making this march I could
completely cover my rear and flanks by removing the bridges across
Little Swift Creek and blockading the roads over which I was to pass
before reaching the main road leading to Blount's Creek, all of which
I did, although 1 could not have protected iny rear and flanks by the
same means if I had taken the Swift Creek road, as it would have cut
ofl' my only means of retreat in the event of a repulse, as well as to hav(^
completely destroyed all communication with New Berne, which I was
directed to i)rotect and keep open for the accommodation of the wagon
and ammunition train, which could not start until one day after "the
main body of the troops.

I further deem it of interest that the following communication, re-
ceived from General Palmer while on the march, should be introduced
in this report, as it is confirmatory of my own information in regard to
the strength and position of the enemy

:
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New Berne, N. C, April 9, 1863-8 a. m.
Brig. Gen. F. B. Spinola,

United States Volunteers

:

General : Youra, written at 11 p. m. yesterday, I hiive received. Au liour before I

received your letter I heard from Captain McCaun, commanding the gunboats on tho
liver near the blockade, the same information conceruiug the force anil position of the
enemy. Your suggestions as to the mode of relief for Wasliington, taking all things
into consideration, appear to be good. I cannot trammel you with orders. Yourown
good judgment must dictate your course. Your suggestion concerning the transporta-
tion and the wagons to he forwar(Jed shall be adopted.

Very respectfully, yours,
I. N. PALMER,

lirigadier-Oeneral , Commanding.

On the morniug of April 9 I moved back from Little Swift Creek to-

ward the New Hope School-House, which I reached at 9 o'clock, halted

the column, fed the artillery horses (the forage having just reached me
at this point), and at 10 o'clock started for Blount's Greek, a distance of

11 miles, which place I reached at about 3 o'clock in the afternoon.

After marching 2 miles we met and exchanged fire with the enemy's

pickets, which was continued until we reached the cross-roads 1 mile

from Euff's Mill, which is located near the head of the creek. I here

halted the column for about fifteen minutes while I made a reconnais-

sance of the approaches to the bridge which led over the creek. I here

found the enemy in forcte and strongly intrenched. I moved forward

Colonel Amory's brigade, with two 32-pounder howitzers under the com-

mand of Lieutenant Folk, and the 12-pouuder Napoleon battery under

command of Captain Belger. The approaches to the creek by the main

road were through a dense wood with marsh on the left, the ground to

the right being a little higher but heavily timbered, while the edge of

the stream could not be reached owing to its swampy nature, together

with the growth of heavy timber and underbrush whicli rendered it mi-

passable, so that it was impossible to reach the creek below the bridge

except toward its mouth, a distance of 5 or C miles, and there it could

not be crossed without the aid of pontoon bridges or flats decked over,

neither of which I had been provided with.

As we approached, the enemy opened fire on the column trom tlie op-

posite bank of the creek and the engagement was immediately com-

menced by Company — , Third New York Cavalry, Captain Pond, which

was dismounted and deployed as skirmishers, with a mountain howitzer

under command of Lieutenant Burke, the howitzer and cavalry being

under the direction of Major Garrard, Third New York Cavalry ihe

advance line of skirmishers was also engaged at the same time with the

cavalry and howitzer companies.
, . , • . f in.

The enemv on the opposite bank of the creek, which is not fori able

and crossed" only by a bridge which they had rendered impassable by

tearing off the planking, were concealed on the higher ground occupied

bv them. I accordingly had the skirmishers, the howitzer, and cavalry

companies withdrawn, and opened fire with ^^"i^ter^^^^.'" «'^ t,7i;:t
pounder howitzers, to which I soon added four pieces ot Be gei s bat^

terv the enemy replying in the same manner with grape, canister, and

sS. TheTngagement continued for an hour and thrce-iuarters m

^'^HSg silenced the enemy's guns and •ii^'^o'^'^ted one of theni, a.^

finding it utterly impossible under the circumstances to cross te creek,

1 ordered the infantry to fall back and the artillery gradually with-

drawn with a squadron of cavalry in their rear,

^property of any description was left behind. The return march
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was made without the least confusion or interruption of any kind and
without any molestation from the enemy. The column proceeded as

far as the New Hope School-House and bivouacked for the night, and
leturned to New Berne the next day.

The casualties of ofijcers and men were 11 Avouuded, none killed, which
was very slight considering the nature of the engagement. Captain
Belger was wounded in the leg, the ball passing through his thigh and
killing his horse under him ; in the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volun-

teers, Lieutenant Roberts and 7 men ; in the artillery, 2 men besides

Cajjtain Belger.

It is impossible to ascertain the loss of the enemy. Several prisoners

were taken. As our fire was well sustained, it doubtless did good exe-

cution.

The Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers and the Forty-third Mas
sacliusetts Militia were the only part of my infantry engaged, and the

conduct of both ofBcers and men was all that could be desired, as was
also that of the artillery and cavalry engaged.

1 take great pleasure in stating that the conduct of Colonel Amory,
commanding brigade; Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, of the cavalry; Lieu-

tCTiant-Colonel Fellows, commandin^g Seventeenth Massachusetts, to-

gether with Captain Belger, of the artillery, during the march and en-

gagement, was not only cool and brave but of the most creditable

character, particularly while under fire; as was also that of Major Gar-
rard, of the Third New York Cavalry; Major Frankle, of the Seven-
teenth Massachusetts Volunteers, and Major Stone, of the Third New
York Artillery, the last-named officers having been temporarily detailed
on my staff'.

I am, colonel, with respect, your obedient servant,

F. B. SPINOLA,
Brigadier- General.

Lieut. Col. SouTHAED Hoffman.
Assistant Adjutant General, Eighteenth Army Corps.

Headquaetees Spinola's Beigade,
Washington, N. C, May 18, 18G3.

Colonel : I have the honor to submit the following report

:

: At 5 p. m. on April 13 I received the following order

:

New Bekne, N. C, Jpril 13, 1803.

Brigadier-General Spinola,
Commandivg Brigade :

General: You -will cross the Neuse with your brigade with as muoh expeflitionas
]prncticablo, and make from Fort Anderson a careful reconnaissance in the direction
of Washington, for the purpose of ascertaining the condition of the couutry and to

divert the attention of the enemy from their attempt on our position at Washington.
A squadron of cavalry aud a section each from Belger's, Riggs', and Ransom's batteries
are ordered to accompany you.
Major Garrard, an officer of intelligence and familiar with the country, will report

to you in person for such duty as you may reqiaire.

The road to the New Hope School-House and that toward Swift Creek Tillage
should be carefully examined, and in all movements care should be taken to secure
your flanks and rear by occupying strong and unassailable positions. Much is left to

your discretion, it being understood that General Foster's desire is for us to occupy or
divert the attention of the enemy from his front.

The (luarterraaster's department is ordered to furnish the necessary transportation.
Three days' rations will be taken in the haversacks, and additional supplies sent to
you at Fort Anderson on your requisition.
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It is desirable that yon move with all yonr effective force and issue strict orders
against straggling, marauding, destruction of property, and the wanton practice of
firing the woods along the line of march.
Communicate frequently with these headquarters.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

H. W. WESSELLS,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

I immediately ordered the necessary rations prepared for the march,
and at 8 o'clock on the evening of April 13 reached Foster's Wharf, and
the brigade crossed over the JS^euse Eiver. At 11 o'clock we reached
the old rebel fort 1 mile beyond Fort Anderson and bivouacked for the
night.

At daybreak on the morning of April 14 the brigade took up its line

of march toward the New Hope School-House, which place we reached
early in the forenoon. Having marched 10 miles I halted the column
to allow the men to rest and prepare their dinner, after which I care-

fully examined by strong detachments all the roads leading to this place
for a distance of 7 or 8 miles, except the one leading to Swift Creek.
After the return of the various detachments, it being late in the day

and the men considerably fatigued, I ordered the brigade to bivouac for

the night.

There was no enemy in any force on any of the roads examined ex-

cept pickets, 5 of whom I captured, 3 of them belonging to Claiborne's

cavalry and 2 of them to Whitford's battalion. It was my intention to

have moved on toward Swift Creek Village and attack the enemy at

that place, but before reaching Little Swift Creek I received the follow-

ing explanatory. instructions from the general commanding:

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Coups,
New Berne, N. C, April 14, 1863.

ISiigadier-General Spinola :

.Sir : I am directed by the general commanding to inform yon that it will be im-

liossible to send you more cavalry. The general is afraid that you may have misun-

derstood his orders. His desire is that you should simply make a thorough recou-

naissauce, not an attack, and that you should be particular to keep your roar strongly

protected .so in case you want additional supplies it will not be necessary to send a

guard with the train. Each road in your rear should bo left strongly guarded. The
general desires you to communicate with him in writing as often as possible.

I am, ceneral, very respectfully, your obedient servant,"" ' '
r

JOHN F. ANDERSON,
Major and Assistant Adjuiant-Ganeral.

At daylight on the morning of April 15 the brigade moved toward

Swift Creek by the old road across Little Swift Creek. I found the

road blockaded and the bridge over the creek destroyed. I commenced

a reconstruction of the bridge, but before I had completed it I received

an order from General Wessells to return to New Berne, which I did that

night.

I gained on this reconnaissance no additional information in regard

to the position and force of the enemy, all the proofs establishmg their

strength, as heretofore reported, from 18,000 to 25,000, and chiefly en-

cami)ed at and near Swift Creek Village, the cross-roads m front of

Washington, at Blount's Creek, and on the north side of Washington.

The brigade on reaching Fort Anderson bivouacked for the night aud

remained there until April 18.
, -, .

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient

'*^^^^°*'
F. B. SPINOLA,

Brigadier- Genera I.

Col. SOUTHABD HOFPMAN, A. A. G., Eighteenth Army Corps.
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Itinerary of the First Brigade, Fifth Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,

March 31-April 21, 1863.*

March 31.—The One hundred and seventy-first, One hundred and fifty-

eighth, and One hundred and seventy-fifth Kegiments Pennsylvania

Militia, of this brigade, left New Berne on steamboats and transports, to

re-enforce General Foster at Washington, N. G. Found the river block-

aded by rebel batteries on both sides, which were attacked by our gun-

boats, but failed to raise the blockade, and we had to return to New
Berne, where we arrived April 6.

April 8.—The same three regiments left New Berne on another expe-

dition by laud to Washington, and went as far as Blount's Creek, where

we had an artillery engagement. The bridge over the creek being torn

up and the creek not fordable, we returned to New Berne, where we
arrived on the night of the 10th instant. _ .

Aprii 13.—The whole brigade crossed the iNeuse River and went on a

reconnaissance.
April 14.—Marched toward Swift Greek and Washington, N. G. At

New Hope School-House we captured 2 rebel cavalry pickets. We then

marched toward Little Swift Greek, but by orders of General Wessells

we returned to Fort Anderson on the night of the 15th and bivouacked

there uutil the 18th, when the brigade again left for Swift Greek Village,

clearing the blockade on the roads and building three bridges on our

march.
April 19.—In the afternoon we met the enemy's pickets and drove

them across Big Swift Greek that night.

April 20.—We crossed into the village. Finding no rebels there we
returned to New Berne, where we arrived on the night of April 21.

No. 13.

Itinerary of the Second Brigade, Fifth Division, Col. James Jourdan, One
hundred and fiftieth Xew Yorh Infantry, commanding, April 7-22.*

The i)riucipal incidents of the history of this brigade during the month
ending April 30 are as follows:

Ajnil 7.—The regiments of this brigade, under the immediate com-
mand of Gol. F. J. Gofiin, of the Eighth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia

(1 being absent from the department by authority of the major-general
commanding), formed a part of the force which marched under command
of Brig. (xen. F. B. Spiuola for the purpose of relieving the garrison at

Washington, N. G. ; said force failing to accomplish the object for which
it marched, returned to New Berne April 10. Nothing worthy of special

mention occurred on the occasion referred to.

April 17.—This brigade again moved in the direction of Kinston, un-
der my immediate command, together with other forces under the gen-
eral direction of Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, commanding Fifth Division,
Eighteenth Array Corps, and after passing Gore Greek scoured the
country to within about 10 miles of Kinston, skirmishing continually,
and, by proper co operation with other forces, succeeded in compelling
the enemy to retire precipitately from an intrenched camp on a place
know o as Sandy Eidge, leaving in our hands between 30 and 40 pris-

oners, and after accomplishing the object for which it marched, returned
to New' Berne on April 22.

' From Brigade Return for April, 1863.



Chap. XXX.] SIEGE OF WASHINGTON, N. C. 255

No. 14.

Report of Brig. Gen. Eobert Ransom, jr., G. S. Army, of skirmish at

Sandy Ridge, April 20.

Headquaetees,
Kinston, N. G., April 21, 1863.

General : Your uote of today is received. I have started five differ-

ent parties to vicinity of Morehead City and New Berne. Whitford
reports tbe Yankees retiring from Swift Creek ; says Foster declares he
will give you a hard tight, which will do to write in the history of the
war. In an hour after your telegram came I started a regiment and
four pieces of artillery to Coward's Bridge. I have now here sixteen

field pieces. I kept [A. D.] Moore, [Company E, Tenth North Carolina
Volunteers, or First Artillery], as I deemed his battery of importance.
Yesterday there was another skirmish on Sandy Eidge; three compa-
nies of the Forty-ninth and about TO of [Maj. J. H.] Nethercutt's men,
[Eighth North Carolina Battalion]. The enemy was first driven back,

out got a strong re-enforcement and in turn we had to retire. We had
1 killed, wounded, and 32 or 14 missing. Three horses were killed by
our men belonging to the field ofticers. We went forward to in sight of

Core Creek after the fight. To hold Core Creek would require at least

two regiments.' I cannot afford to fritter away strength. We shall

soon know if the enemy is going to pome this way. I should have to

fight him on Southwest [Creek] or not at all until he gets to the river.

We are working on Southwest. If I have time will destroy the works
over the bridge. For three days I have been getting sick, and am now
hardly able to write this. If morning finds me no better this place will

need your presence or some one else. I have no horses. Where are the

Wheeler horses '? I heard that the men were permitted to sell them or

send them home. If an attack be made here we cannot well have too

many guns. I am almost ill.

Yours, respectfully and truly,

E. RANSOM, Jr.,

Brigadier- Genera I.

General D. H. Hill.

P. S.—I have just heard (9 p. m.) that the enemy is rebuilding the

railroad; finished to Core Creek, and were working this side with very

large force.
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APEIL 1, 1863.—Expedition from Yorktown to Smith's and Byrd's Planta-
tions, "Ware River, Va.

RKPORTS.

No. 1.—JIaj. Gen. Erasmus D.Keyes, U. S. Army.

No. 2.—Second Lieut. William S. Andrews, Ninth New York Infantry, Acting Signal

Officer.

E'O. 1.

Eeport of Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, U. S. Army.

Headquaeters Fourth Army Corps,
Fort Torldown, Va., April 7, 1863.

General : I have the honor to forward the following extract from the

report of Lieut. Com. J. H. Gillis, commanding United States steamer

Commodore Morris, to Admiral Lee, of an expedition into Gloucester

County by the land and naval forces on this station. Commander
Gillis iiad on the 31st ultimo made an examination of the country bor-

dering on Ware Eiver and found stored there large quantities of grain

for the Southern Army. I extract from his report as follows

:

I therefore embarked my men, aud with Mr. Smith as prisoner retnrned to York-
town ; immediately communicated with General Keyes, informed him of the circum-
stances, and, his views coineidinj; with liiine as to the necessity of either bringing off

or destroyintj the grain, I determined to return to Ware Eiver on the following morn-
ing, the ist instant, and on informing General Keyes that a rebel cavalry force was
stationed at Gloucester Court-House, and that our operations, if wo went without a

considerable force, would not be likely to remain undisturbed, he immediately placed
at my dispcsal as many men, cavalry or infantry, whichever I thought would be best,

as I thought would be necessary. I took 100 infantry, and with these and the Delaware,
which I fortunately met on my way down York River and directed to accompany me,
I yesterday morning returned to the plantation of Mr. Smith and commenced remov-
ing a quantity of wheat, of which there was about 1,000 bushels, but had not gotten
ott more than 2.'30 bushels before the alarm was given that the cavalry were approach-
ing. The men were immediately formed and we prepared to give them a warm recep-
tion as they charged down upon us, and a few well-directed shots cau.scd a wavering
in their ranks, and a cheer and a charge on the part of both sailors and soldiers turned
an attack into a retreat, aud they fled until out of range of our muskets, when they
halted aud appeared to be holding a consultation, but just at this time a shot was
iirocl from the 100-ponnder riUe on board this ship, which struck right in their midst,
and they again took to flight and disappeared around a bend of the road. On going
down the road some distance I discovered indications of the effect of our firing, there
being quite a quantity of blood in the road, showing that some of the party had paid
pretty dearly for their temerity.

I would state that when we were seen approaching, the overseer's son was sent off,

and I had not the least doubt, when I learned that such was the case, that he had been
sent to bring a force sufficient to cut us off, not expecting to meet any more than had
landed the day before, and they were doubtless very much surprised on seeing so large
a force. They succeeded in capturing 2 of our pickets in their charge, but had not
time to taI<o them off, when they in their turn were charged upon, aud the consequence
was that wo did not lose a man. Knowing that it would take me a long time to re-
move the grain, and that the enemy would hav<i ample time to bring down a strong
force upon us, I determined to destroy it, and therefore set fire to all but one of the
buildings, iu which there were at least 1,500 bushels of corn; that I left for the use of
the family and the hands on the plantation.

After seeing the fires Vf ell under way I embarked my force without further molesta-
tion and started to return. Arriving opposite to the house of a man by the name of
Byrd, who is an officer in the rebel army, and who had left his property in charge of
an old ni'gro ser\aut, I landed a party, who found that there was a large quantity of
corn stored in liis l>arus, and these wore also set fire to; and, although the party wore
on shore but .a few inouu'uts, they came very ne:ir being capl ured, the cavalry making
:i dash dowu upon them under cover of the sniolie of the burning buildings; but I dis-
covered them in time t.i throw a shell from one of the howitzers, which exploded iu
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their midst and they fled without accomplishing their obioct. I destroyed iit this
latter place, as near as could be estimated, 1,000 bushels of wheat and J,()00 bushels
ot corn, making altogether some 22,000 to 23,000 bushels of grain that the rebels have
thus been deprived of.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D. KEYES,

Major- General, Commanding Fourth Army Corps.

Brig. Geu. Lorenzo Thomas,
Adjutant- General, U. S. Army.

No. 2.

Report of Second Lieut. William S. Andrews, Ninth New York Infantry,
Acting Signal Officer.

On Boaed U. S. Steamer Commodore Morris,
Off Torktown, Va.; April 3, 18G3.

Captain : 1 have the honor to report to the Signal Oflacer of the
Army, having directed the fire of this vessel (from the shore) by sig
uals on a small body of the enemy at head of Ware Eiver, near Glou-
cester Court-House, Va., on the 1st instant.

On the 31st of March, Captain Gillis, of the Commodore Morris, dis-

covered a large quantity of grain stored in barns at the head of Ware
River. It was determined either to remove it or destroy it, and on the
next day, tlie 1st, we returned to Ware Eiver with two companies of
infantry on board the Morris, and the gunboat Delaware in company.
Gaptain Gillis expected interruption from the rebel cavalry that infests

Gloucester and Matthews Counties to the number of about 20(». 1

accompanied him ashore for the purpose of communicating with the
Morris in case of necessity, relying on one ofmy flagmen. Private George
H. Walker, whom I left on board, to read the signals.

The party landed ; soldiers and sailors numbered about 200. The
men all landed between 11 and 12 a. m. and set to work carrying the

grain to the boats and loaded a schooner brought for that purpose. The
infantry posted pickets and made the usual preparations for defense in

case of attack. A number of messages were sent to gunboat between
that time and 1 p. m. At aboiit that time a cavalry force of the enemy
were seen approaching our pickets. I immediately signaled the Mor-

ris that the enemy approached, and by Captain Gillis' order directed

them how to fire. The first shot fired from the boat fell in the midst of

the rebels, emptying one saddle. They retired precipitately several

hundred yards, leaving two of our pickets, whom they had already cap-

tured, and whom in their flight they attempted to kill. The gunboats

continued to fire ; constantly directed by signals as the enemy changed

] )ositions, the Delaware firing in the same direction as the Morris. Our
men now advanced up the road at a double-quick, firing one or two

^'olleys. The enemy retired into the edge of a piece of woods, about

1,000 yards distant from our position, which the gunboats continued to

shell, still directed by signals. In consequence of the interruption by

the enemy the plan of removing the grain was abandoned and the bams

17 R R—VOL xvni
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were fixed. When they were burned we returned to the Tcssels, all the
force being embarked by 3.30 p. m.
The following is an extract from the report of Lieutenant-Commander

Gillis, commanding United States steamer Morris, to Acting Eear-Ad-
miral Lee, commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, which I

am permitted to make:

I would state that I received most important aid from Lieutenant Andrews, of the
Signal Coryis, as by his assistance I was enabled to direct the aiming of the guns on
board this vessel. All njy messages were transmitted with the greatest celerity, al-

most as rapidly as they could have been given had they been delivered orally,- and
with entire accuracy, and this, too, during the excitement of a sudden attack.

I desire to call especial attention to the coolness and efficiency of

Private George H. Walker, signal flagman. For some months I have
known of Walker's capacity to read. He obtained the code over a year
ago through the negligence and carelessness of an officer instructed at

Annapolis. For a long time I promised the severest punishment to my
men if caught attempting to read or to obtain any portion of the code,

but finding that officers senior lo myself not only tolerated but encour-
aged their men to do so, I spoke to them of it, and was informed that
the matter was well known to Major Myer. Since being at Yorktown,
therefore, I have allowed Walker to read, and have been astonished at
his intelligence, superior to that of some officers I have worked with.
Lieutenant Benson and myself abbreviated all ordinary messages to at
least one-fourth their length if sent in full; but Walker seldom has
trouble to read them. In directing the fire of the Morris on the 1st in-

stant I at first partially spelled out the messages, using only the more
suggestive abbreviations, such as euy, enemy ; ai)ch, approach, &c.
But desiring to work more quickly I used the abbreviations fll, ef, of,

fo, ect, and was somewhat astonished at Walker's receiving them all

instantly and correctly without once calling for a "repeat." He has
never heretofore received the olBcial abbreviations from me, but I have
now given them to him, as I deem myself justified in doing, as I am
liable at any time to have occasion to use them with him.

I desire to recommend Private Walker for promotion. I intended to
have recommended Mm for appointment as sergeant under the new
organization of the Signal Corps, and now I consider that he has doubly
earned his chevrons. Walker has been with me since June 25, 1862,
and I have had ample opportunity of knowing his capacity.
The accompanying plan * will explain the relative positions of the

forces engaged in the affair of the 1st instant. The outline of the sketch
was enlarged from a chart.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. S. ANDREWS,

Second Lieut. Ninth N. Y. Vols, and Acting Signal Officer.

Capt. Leonard F. Hepburn,
Acting Signal Offi^ber, Washington, D. C.

4

P. S.—Since this report was written information has been received
at Major-Geueral Keyes' headquarters that during the firing from the
gunboats, directed by signals, on the 1st, the enemy lost 4 killed and 3
wounded.
Our forces sustained no loss whatever.

* Not foond.
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APEIL 6, 1863.—Skinnish at Nixonton, N. C.

Report of Capt. Ems C. Sanders, First North Carolina {Union) Infantry.

Washington, ¥. C, May l, 1863.
I started on the steamer Massasoit for New Berne and arrived at

midnight. Took the same boat on the 2d instant for Plymouth Imade application for transportation at New Berne, and the quartermas-
ter, Lieutenant-Colonel Biggs, ordered the Massasoit to go the whole
trip with me; but as his orders did not reach the captain of the steamer
1 went to Plymouth, where I arrived on Sunday, the 3d instant. SawCommander Charles Flusser that evening; he was to send a gunboat
as convoy to the steamer Massasoit, which I had already procured the
use of, to go as far as Eoanoke with me.
After getting the men that I was after (but afterwards the general

decided to send a gunboat and a company of infantry), on the mornincr
of the 4th I started at 5 a. m. on the United States gunboat Southfleld,
Captain Behm commanding, with a company of the Eighty-fifth New
York Infantry, Lieutenant Whitney commanding. Arrived at Halley's
Landing at 9 a. m. ; the wharf had been burned by the Confederates.
1 landed with the company, and, on making inquiries, found that the
men ot Company E were encamped in the woods 10 miles from that
place, and as it was uncertain about the force of the enemy in that
vicinity I did not think it prudent to go into the country. We then
started for the Pasquotank Eiver, where we arrived at 5 p. m. We
landed at the mouth of the river and marched to Shiloh, a distance of
10 miles, where we went aboard of the gunboat at 10 p. m. I sent word
to the men to be ready the next day to go with me.
On the morning of the 5th we went to Elizabeth City ; landed and got

the family of William Wright; went to Shiloh; the schooner Patty
Martin had arrived; went to Jones' Mill; landed; marched to Old
Trap ; found some of the men collected there, but the others, not know-
ing of our presence, could not be found. We stayed till morning, and
then went on board with 7 of my men, as follows: Peter, Stephen, Cor-
nelius, and Nicholas Burgess, Ithean and Wilson Duncan, and Demp-
sey Wright. We crossed over to the Pasquotank side ; landed and got
the family of Joseph Morgan. There were four men in that county be-
longing to my company; one, John Cartwright, came with us; one could
not be found, and the other two were, one sick and one wounded. We
went aboard at dark.

On the morning of the 6th the Southfleld started for Eoanoke at 2
a. m. I started for Nixonton, on Little Eiver, at daylight with the
schooner Patty Martin and my men, numbering 17. We arrived at the
landing of Thomas Moss' place at 6 p. ma.; came to anchor ; sent a boat
ashore with 6 men, with orders not to land till they found all right ; a
large flat at the landing looked suspicious. As the boat approached
the land they saw a handkerchief waived in the window of Mrs. Moss'
house. They put about and pulled for the schooner, when they were
flred upon by the guerrillas. They returned the fire from the boat, and
we commenced a brisk fire from the schooner, which was kept up till

the boat came alongside, when we got under way and headed down the

river.

We had used nearly all the ammunition we had. There was no one
hurt on our side, although the boat was within 40 yards of the shore

when flred upon. The vessel was struck several times. We got to the

mouth of the river at sunset, where we found the United States steamer
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Whitehead, Captain French commanding. We went back to Nixonton
in the morning; got the family of Mr. Moss, and started for Eoanoke
Island. I landed at Croatan for the family of J. W. Harrison, but the
weather was so heavy he could not get on board. Stopjied at Eoanoke
till 10 p. m.; got under way and sailed for Washington, where we
arrived at 6.30 a. m., on Sunday, May 10.

I labored under the difficulties of having a gunboat of too much
draught of water, whose commander was very anxious to get to Eoa-
noke, and therefore would not give me time to do my business as 1 could
if 1 had had the command of the expedition myself.

I left 11 men in Camden, 3 in Pasquotank, and 2 in Elizabeth City.

It was impossible to get word to them in so short a time, as they have
to keep hid in the woods most of the time.

Yours, respectfully,

E. C. SANDERS,
Captain, Company D, First North Carolina

(
Union) Vols.

APRIL 7, 1863,—Expedition from Gloucester Point to Gloucester Court-

House, Va.

Report of Col. A. H. Grimshaw, Fourth Delaware Infantry.

Camp Gilpin,
Gloucester Point, April 9, 1863.

General : I have the honor to report that in obedience to your
order of — instant I left this post at 7 a. m. on Tuesday, the 7th in-

stant, with a detail from the Fourth Delaware Volunteers and three
companies of the One hundred and sixty-ninth Pennsylvania Drafted
Militia, the squadron of the Second Massachusetts Cavalry attached to
this command, and a detachment of cavalry under Major Hall, of the
Sixth New York. The party proceeded up the main- road to Gloucester
Cotirt-House. At Abingdon Meeting-House I left one company of One
hundred and sixty-ninth Pennsylvania Drafted Militia to prevent any
communication with the enemy's pickets.
Beyond Hickory Fork Major Hall was ordered to proceed to the

right, and after destroying any grain he might find, to join the column
at or near Gloucester Court-House. With regard to the particulars of
the destruction of grain I refer to Major Hall's report, which I have
directed him to send directly to your headquarters.
No mail was found at Gloucester Court-House ready to be sent south.

A few letters, which I have handed to General Keyes, were found.
These confirm the account of the late fight with and defeat of Lee's
cavalry.

In accordance with the instructions of the general commanding the
Fourth Army Corps I made preparations to return to Gloucester Point
on the 7th, since the re-enforcements from the gunboat had not landed,
ar,d the signal—one rocket—was not received by the boat. The dis-

tance to the station of the boat being evidently greater than we had
supposed. Major Hall proceeded by the Bell Eoy road, making a detour
toward the York River, so as to destroy a quantity of grain in a barn
beyond Gloucester Court-House, of which we obtained information at
Gloucester Court-House. The major rejoined the column at Hickory
Fork. The force marched during thirteen hours 32 miles. The men
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and liorsea returned in good spirit and condition. The roads were
muddy and obstructed by numerous collections of water.

I inclose a report of Lieutenant Toner, quartermaster of Fourth Del-
aware Volunteers, of the amount of material seized and placed in his
charge ; also a note from Major Crowninshield.*
Allow me to speak of the good conduct of the men and the prompt-

ness of the officers accompanying the expedition. Major Hall was act
ive and efficient and rendered me especial service by his advice and
experience. Lieutenant-Colonel Tevis, Fourth Delaware, and Major
Crowninskield, with Captain Paul, all contributed, each in his position,
to the success of the movements.

I did not destroy the grain at Tabb's farm, because it is within such
a sliort distance that a very small force can transport it to this post.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. GEIMSHAW,
Colonel, Commanding Post.

Major-General Keyes, Yorlctown, Va.

APEIL 9-14, 1863.—Operations against Gloucester Point, Va.

Report of Col. D. J. Godwin, C. 8. Army.

Headquaetees,
King and Queen Court-Eouse, Va., April 15, 1803.

Gemeeal : In obedience to your order of the 7th instant I proceeded
on Thursday, the 9th, with all the force undermy command then armed
and equipped, to the enemy's fortifications at Gloucester Point. I ar-

rived in the neighborhood of the Point Thursday evening. By daybreak
on Friday morning I appeared in front of his works and remained there

during the day, making demonstrations at several different points. I

appeared alternately as infantry and cavalry, and so maneuvered my
troops as to represent a heavy force. I drove in his pickets early on
Friday morning, killing 1, wounding another, and captured 2 unhurt.

I had 2 men wounded, 1 badly, the other only slightly. I kept up
these demonstrations Saturday, Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday until

13 m., at which time I returned to my camp, leaving behind, however,

two full companies to watch the enemy's movements. The enemy's

force at the Point consisted of two infantry regiments, one battalion ot

cavalry, and two field batteries. I am satisfied thatmy demonstrations

had the efl'ect of diverting his force from the Peninsula. I found it ut-

terly impossible to attack him behind his works with success, and there-

fore decided not to do so. His fortifications at the Point are strong and

thorough.
My officers behaved with great gallantry and my men with marked

(innness.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
D. J. GODWIN,

Colonel, Commanding.

Maj. Gen. Aenold Blzet,
Commanding Department of Bichmond, Va.

P. S.—Capt. Eobert Tomlin, a volunteer aide, who behaved with dis-

tinguished gallantry, I regret to say, was severely wounded in the leg.

*Not found.
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AFBIL 11, 1863.—Skinnish at Williainsbiirg, Va.

REPORTS. ETC.

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, U. S. Army.

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Eufoa King, U. S. Army, commanding at YorktoTvn, with resnlt-

iDg correspondence.

No. 1.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, U. S. Army.

FoET Monroe, Va., April 11, 1863.

Our communication with Fort Magruder is re-established. The en-

emy have retired beyond. They destroyed some camp and garrison

equipage of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry and a small amount of

hospital stores. No other loss reported. Wise and his whole force are
near Williamsburg. I have ordered Colonel West to hold the strong
line of defense below the city at all hazards. It would be very injurious
to give it up.

E. D. KEYES,
Major- General.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok,
General-in- Chief.

NoBFOLK, Va., April 11, 1863—8 p. m
The enemy was fairly repulsed at Williamsburg to-day. Our pickets

are in the edge of the city, and the line of Fort Magruder, strengthened
by another regiment, is now guarded from York Eiver to James Eiver.
We lost no men. Found two dead rebels, but they had time, when our
shots fell, to carry off dead and wounded. While the affair at Williams-
burg was closing the rebels attacked Peck's pickets at Suffolk, and a
deserter just in from there reports that 50,000 men are close upon our
lines. I have ordered all our troops to hold their ground without re-

gard to the number of the enemy.
E. D. KEYES,

Major- General.
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, .

General-in- Chief.

No. 2.

Seports of Brig. Gen. Rvfus King, U. 8. Army, commanding at TorJctown,
icith resulting correspondence.

YoEKTOWN, April 11, 1863—7.45 a. m.
The enemy appeared in front of Williamsburg this morning about 6

o'clock. Our pickets fell back in good order to Fort Magruder. Colonel
West has opened fire on the town and is now firing. Force of the enemy
not yet known.

EUFUS KING,
Brigadier- General.

Major-General Ketes, Fort Monroe.
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TOEKTOWN, April 11, 1863—8.20 a. m.
The enemy in large force, cavalry, artillery, and infantry, have passed

through Williamsburg and are moving on Fort Magruder. Another
force of infantry, reported 600 strong, have got on this side of the fort.

They haye captured and destroyed the camp of the Fifth Pennsylvania,
burned the hospital, and paroled the patients. I have ordered the Sixth
'Sew Tork to fall back toward Torktown. All communication with
Colonel West is cut off. The troops here are under arms. If it be pos-
sible I shall send re-enforcements to Colonel West; not, however, so as
to endanger this post. Can a boat be sent up at once?

EUFUS KING,
Brigadier- General.

Maj 01 -General Ketes, Suffolk.

YOEKTOWN, April 11, 1863—12.30 p. m.

I have just received a letter from Colonel West. He is all right and
safe in Fort Magruder. He reports Wise in front with his entire com-
mand. The road is open between this point and Fort Magruder. I have
sent cavalry up to patrol the road and keep me advised of all move-
ments. Except the camp and property of the Fifth Pennsylvania and
some hospital stores we have lost nothing.

EUFUS KING,
Brigadier- General.

Major-General Keyes, Fort Monroe.

YOEKTOWN, April 11, 1863—2.30 p. m.

We have reopened communications with Fort Magruder. Colonel

West has just telegraphed that everything is safe there; that the enemy
are retreating, but still occupy Williamsburg, and that we have lost noth-

ing but what was captured in the cavalry camp. He asks for a fresh

regiment of infantry. I shall send him Colonel Johnson's regiment,

and will bring over the Fourth Delaware to replace them, if need be.

EUFUS KING,
Brigadier- General.

Major-General Ketes, Fort Monroe.

Headqtjaetees Depaetment of Vieginxa,
Fort Monroe, April 11, 1863.

Brigadier-General King,
Commanding, Yorktown :

If the enemy are in rear of Williamsburg he can only be there in

very small force, so I wish you to send up Colonel Johnson's regiment

to clear them out and communicate with West. If there be two gun-

boats on the station yon can bring over the Fourth Delaware, who

are plucky. If West has provisions and ammunition he can hold

against 10,000 men, and the enemy can't spare that number ; so he must

hold on. I have asked Admiral Lee to send a gunboat up James Eiver.

During the day the gunboat should move up and down between York-

town and West's Landing.
E, D. KEYES,

Major-General.
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Headquaetees Department op Vieginia,
Fort Monroe, April 11, 1863.

Brigadier-General King, TorUown

:

I have directed a stern-wheel steamer for West to be sent up if one-

can be had. .

If West does not waste his ammunition he ought to do five times as

much damage to the enemy as he receives. I cannot understand how
the 500 got below Fort Magrader. Did they cross the James Eiver ?

Do all yon can to supply West and to encourage him and his men to

fight.

E. D. KEYES,
Major-General.

Headquaetees Depaetment of Vieginia,
Fort Monroe, April 11, 1863.

Brigadier-General King, YorUown :

Order Colonel West to cease firing on Williamsburg unless he knows
the enemy are present there in arms. He will waste his ammunition.
That town must be held as a shield, and it must not be destroyed ex-

cept in accordance with my orders.
E. D. KEYES,

Major-General.

[Apeil 12, 1863.]

Brigadier-General King:
The line of defense at Fort Magruder ought not to be given up lightly.

You ought not bring away anything fi-om Gloucester Point. You may,
however, use your discretion about sending another regiment of infantry

toward Williamsburg.
E. D. KEYES,

Major-General.

YoEKTOWN, April 12, 1863—9 a. m.

Colonel West telegraplis that all is quiet as yet at the front ; that the
enemy are in large force on the other side of the town. He recommends
abandoning the town and establishing his pickets on this side, as his

force is not strong enough to guard the Peninsula. We have taken 10
prisoners, one of them an officer, who corroborates the rumor of yester-

terday that Wise has issued orders to take the forts at all hazards.
RUFUS KING,

Brigadier- General.
Major-General Ketes, Fort Monroe.

YoEKTOWN, April 12, 1863—11.35 a. m.
Major Chamberlin, who has just come in from Fort Magruder, brings

me a verbal communicat'.on from ColonelWest to the effect that he thinks
his position insecure and the line too extended to be successfully de-
fended. From prisoners and deserters he learns that Wise, who is in
command of the enemy's force, has 4,000 infantry, 500 or 600 cavalry,
and 6 or 8 pieces of artillery ; that his orders from Eichmond are to
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take and hold Williamsburg and Fort Magruder, and that he expresses
his determination to do so. The prisoners say that their attack yester-
day would have succeeded if the infantry that came around in rear of our
cavalry camp had not been too late. They also report that Longstreet
was to have attacked Suffolk and Fitzhugh Lee Gloucester at the same
time that Wise assailed our front. Colonel West thinks that it will be
diificult to hold his position without more infantry. He would also like
two more 12-pounders. Unless he can be thus re-enforced he advises
an abandonment of the present line and the establishment of a new and
shorter one, say in the neighborhood of the brick hospital. A tug-boat
came down James Eiver as far as King's Mill Landing yesterday and
went up again. Wise, with his troops, is still at Williamsburg await-
ing re-enforcements, as is said, though the attack may be renewed at
any moment. All quiet thus far to-day.

EUFUS KING,
Brigadier- General.

Major-General Keyes.

ToEKTOWN, April 12, 1863—4 p. m.
Colonel West telegraphed an hour ago that the enemy were reported

to be advancing, and that his troops were under arms; but as we have
heard no firing, the report was probably unfounded.
Fourteen rebel prisoners, two of them lieutenants, have arrived here

from Fort Magruder. They will be sent to Fort Monroe in the morning.
Are we to continue to supply the patients in the insane asylum at

Williamsburg?
EUFUS KING,

Brigadier- General.
Major-General Ketes, Norfolk.

HEADQTJAETEftS DEPAETMENT OP ViEGINIA,
April 12, 1863—4 p. ni.

Brigadier-General Kjng, YorMown, Va.:

Until you receive further dispatches from me, do as circumstances re-

quire; but I do not cdvise sending up any artillery to Williamsburg. I

tliink it will be far more dangerous to withdraw from that line than to

hold it.

E. D. KEYES,
Major-General.

P. S.—Keep me advised by telegraph.

YoEKTOWN, Va., April 12, 1863.

I do not think the line of defense now established will be given up.

Colonel West is confident that he can hold his ground. No change will

be made at Gloucester Point unless unforeseen circumstances require

it. I shall keep a gunboat lying off Queen's Creek, which will communi-
cate with Colonel West.
Three more prisoners were brought in to-night and others on tlie way.

Evervthing quiet.
EUFUS KING,

Brigadier- General.

Major-General Ketes.
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YOEKTOWN, April 12, 1863—10.20 p. m.

I have just received a dispatch from Fort Magruder. AH quiet there,

but an attack on the redoubts is expected in the morning. Colonel
West suggests that a gunboat stationed off College Creek, in James
Eiver, would prevent the enemy from turning his left and thus proba-

blv enable him to keep his line unbroken.
RUJFUS KING,

Brigadier- General.

Major-General Keyes, Norfolk.

YoEKTOWN, April 12, 1863—9 a. m.
Colonel West, Fort Magruder :

Do as you think best about drawing your pickets in closer to the forts.

Keep me advised of any change in the situation of affairs and of your
wants. General Keyes telegraphs from Norfolk that the line between
Williamsburg and Torktown must be held at all hazards.

EUFUS KING,
Brigadier- General.

FoET Magruder, April 12, 1863.

Lieut. Col. C. C. Suydam:
I did not understand by your last dispatch whether Colonel John-

son's regiment is to remain here or return. He wants to know so as

to provide himself and fix camp where they are. There are no bridges
on King's and College Creeks. The enemy did not cross the creek

;

they stole down along College Creek and so around by the Brick
Church road. They cannot doit again without my knowledge.

EOB'T M. WEST,
Commanding Advance Brigade.

Apeil 12, 18G3.
Colonel West :

Coloffel Johnson's regiment wiU remain with you for the present.
He had better get five days' supplies.

C. C. SUTDAM,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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APRIL 11-MAY 4, 1863.—Siege of Suffolk, Va.

stjmm:ae,y of the t>rincifa.i^ events.
April 11, 1863.—Confederate forces, under command of Lieut. Gen. James Long-

street, advance upon Suffolk.

Skirmish on the South Quay Road, near the Blackwater.
12-13, 1863.—Skirmishes on the Edenton, Providence Church, and Somerton .

Koads.

14, 1863.—Engagement at the mouth of West Branch and near the Norfleet
House, Nansemond Eiver.

15, 1863.—Engagement near the Norfleet House.
Skirmish on the Edenton Boad.

17, 1863.—Skirmishing generally along the lines.

19, 1863.—Capture of Battery Huger, HUl's Point.
23, 1863.—Affair at Chuckatuck.
24, 1863. —Skirmish on the Edenton Boad.

May 1, 1863.—Skirmish at South Quay Bridge.
2- 4, 1863.—Confederate forces retire from Suffolk.

3, 1863.—Skirmishes near HiU's Point and Beed's Ferry, Nansemond Eiver.

Skirmish at Chuckatuck.

Beconnaissance on the Providence Church Boad.

4, 1863.—Skirmish at Leesville.

REPORTS, ETC.*

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of Vir-

ginia, with congratulatory orders.t

No. 2.—Abstract from "Record of Events" in the Department of Virginia, April

ll-May 4.

No. 3.—Capt. Charles L. Davis, Eighty-second Pennsylvania Infantry, Chief Signal

Officer.

No. 4.—Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army, commanding at Suffolk.

t

No. 5.—Eetnrn of Casualties in the Union forces.

No. 6.—Brig. Gen. Michael Corcoran, U. S. Army, commanding First Division, Sev-

enth Army Corps.

No. 7.—Maj. Alexander G. Patton, First New York Mounted Rifles, of skirmish on
the Edenton Road, April 15.

No. 8.—Itinerary of the First Brigade, Brig. Gen. Henry D. Terry, U. S. Army, com-

manding, April 11-30.

No. 9.—Col. Robert S. Foster, Thirteenth Indiana Infantry, commanding Second

Brigade.

No. 10.—Lieut. Col. John McConihe, One hundred and sixty-ninth New York Infantry.

No. 11.—Itinerary of the Third Brigade, CoL Mathew Murphy, One hundred and

eighty-second New York Infantry, commanding, April 9-May 3.

No. 12.—Col. WiUiam McEvily, One hundred and fifty-fifth New York Infantry.

No. 13.—Itinerary of the Reserve Brigade, Col. David W. Wardrop, Ninety-ninth New
York Infantry, commanding, April 24-May 1.

No. 14.—Brig. Gen. Charles C. Dodge, U. S. Army, commanding Southeast Front.

* For reports of Actg. Bear-Admiral S. P. Lee, Lieuts. W. B. Gushing and E. H.

Lamson, and Actg. Master C. H. Brown, U. S. Navy, see Annual Eeportof the Secre-

tary of the Navy, December 7, 1863.

t See also dispatches between Keyes, Dix, Hooker, and Feck, April ll-May 4, and

Dix's and Peck's telegrams to HaUeck, in "Correspondence, etc.," poat.
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-Brig. Gen. George W. Getty, IT. S. Army, commanding Third DiYlsion, Ninth

Army Corps.

-CoL Harrison S. Fairchild, Eighty-ninth Now Yorli Infantry, commanding

First Brigade.

-Col. William R. Pease, One hundred and seventeenth New York Infantry.

-Brig. Gen. Edward Harland, U. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade.

-Col. John E. Ward, Eighth Connecticut Infantry, of the capture of Battery

Hiiger, April 19.

-Col. Griffin A. Stedman, jr.. Eleventh Connecticut Infantry.

-Col. Arthur H. Dutton, Twenty-first Connecticut Infantry, commanding

Third Brigade.

-Maj. Hiram B. Croshy, Twenty-first Connecticut Infantry.

-Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon, U. S. Army, commanding Reserve Division, of

operations May 1-4.

-Maj. Gen. Samuel G. French, C. S. Army, commanding the Department of

Southern Virginia.

-Maj. L. M. Shnmaker, C. S. Artillery, Chief of Artillery, of the capture of

Battery Huger, April 19.

-Maj. F. J. Boggs, C. S. Artillery, of the capture of Battery Huger, April 19.

-Maj. James Dearing, C. S. Artillery, of the capture of Battery Huger, April 19.

-Capt. Robert M. Stribling; Fauquier Artillery, of the capture of Battery

Huger, April 19.

-Lieut. Col. John A. Jones, Forty-fourth Alabama Infantry, of the capture of

Battery Huger, April 19.

-Col. John K. Connally, Fifty-fifth North Carolina Infantry, of the capture of

Battery Huger, April 19.

—Maj. Gen. George E. Pickett, C. S. Army, commanding Division, of skirmish

on the Edenton Road, April 24.

No. 1.

Reports of Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. 8. Army, commanding the Depart-
ment of Virginia, with congratulatory orders.

FoET MoNKOE, Va., April 19, 1863.

I deem it due to the forces at Suffolk to notice briefly their gallant
conduct during the last six days. On Tuesday General Peck's right was
attacked and the enemy's advance was gallantly met by Colonel Foster's
light troops, driving him back to the line of his pickets; Anderson's
division was engaged at the same time on the water front with onr
gunboats and batteries, and suffered materially. On Wednesday a
rebel battery of 20-pounder rifled guns was eft'ectually silenced, and
an attack on the Smith Briggs, an armed quartermaster's boat, was
repulsed. Eepeated attempts have been made on our lines but have
all been foiled. The storming of the enemy's battery near the West
Branch of the Nansemond by General Getty and the gunboats under
Lieutenant Lamson of the Navy, and the capture of six guns and 200
prisoners closes the operations of the six days against the enemy's
large force very satisfactory.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief.

No.
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Hdqks. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Coups,
Fort Monroe, Va., May 23, 1863.

GENEEAi
: lu the latter part of September last the town of Suffolk

was threatened by the enemy, who liad concentrated a large force on
the Blackwater. Brigadier-General Ferry, who commanded at Suflolk,
made the best practicable arrangement of his troops to meet the enemy's
advance, but the place was entirely without intrenchments. It had
been occupied from the time the enemy evacuated Norfolk, but without
any definite purpose, except as an advanced position from which the
country east of the Blackwater and Chowan and between the James
River and Albemarle Sound might be watched and the land communi-
cation be kept up between Norfolk and North Carolina east of the
Dismal Swamp.

I suggested last autumn the relinquishment of this position on account
of some inherent objections to it, since explained in my letter of May
10th instant, and the occupation of a more defensible line nearer Nor-
folk. It was decided at that time to hold it, and Major-General Peck,
whom I ordered to take command at Suffolk on September 22, and in
whose experience, discretion, and mihtary skill I had entire confidence,
immediately commenced the execution of a system of intrenchments
I)lanned by himself, which the physical conformation of the place and
the contiguous country necessarily rendered very extensive. For six
months a portion of the troops under his command were dDigently en-
gaged in the construction of these works.
With a view to have them fully occupied and to inure them to more

active service I directed him to keep about one-third of his force con-
stantly in motion and to harass the enemy on the Blackwater by all

practical means. My directions were carried out with good judgment
and with very satisfactory results. Frequent expeditions were made

;

the enemy was repeatedly attacked. In nearly every renconter the
advantage was on our side; prisoners were taken, munitions of war
were captured, and a rocket battery fell into our hands. While engaged
in these labors and active movements General Peck, by constant atten-
tion, brought his command to an excellent state of discipline.

On April 11 the enemy suddenly advanced with a large force, com-
manded by Lieutenant-General Longstreet, which had been quietly as-

sembled on the Blackwater, intending to take Suffolk by assault; but
finding the place well prepared for defense, after repeated unsuccessful
attempts on our lines in all of which he was signally repulsed, he sat

down before it and commenced an investment according to the most
approved principles of military science. The details of all the opera-

tions of the siege, which terminated at the end of twenty-two days by
bis retreat in the night, are fully given in the report of Major-General
Peck, which I have the honor to transmit herewith.

When the enemy appeared before Suffolk I was in the city of New
York with leave of absence for a few days on a surgeon's certificate of

disability.

On the following day (Sunday, April 12) I received a dispatch in-

ibrming me of the enemy's presence and I left the same evening, i'each-

ing Suffolk on Tuesday morning, the 14th. From this time I was every

alternate day at Suffolk and on the Nansemond Eiver, where the gun-

boats belonging to the blockading squadron of Admiral Lee were en-

gaged with the enemy's batteries, being thus enabled to bear testimony

from personal observation to the good conduct of all concerned in

resisting the enemy's advance. The large force of the enemy, amount-
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ing to some 35,000 men, and the character of the Upper Nansemond

—

running bact to the rear 7 miles with a very narrow channel and afford-

ing very extraordinary facilities for cutting off our communications with
Norfolk—rendered incessant vigilance necessary to defeat his purpose,
and unremitting labor to cover weak points with additional works. The
successful termination of the investment is due in a great degree to

the industry of Major-General Peck in putting his position in a state

of defense, the judicious arrangements made to repel attacks upon his

works, and his unslumbering vigilance from the advance of the enemy's
forces to their final retreat; and I desire to acknowledge his great prompt-
itude in carrying out all my suggestions and orders and his good judg-
ment in the far more numerous exigencies in which he acted on his own
discretion.

To his ofi&cers and men the highest praise is due for their gallantry
in the face of the enemy and their zealous devotion to all their duties,

including the construction of extended and heavy intrenchments—the
least attractive but often the most essential service of an army in the
field. Particular reference is due to Brigadier-General Getty, who was
placed in charge of the Kansemond, the most vulnerable part of our line,

and under whose direction a portion of our force was thrown across the
river and a battery of five guns carried by storm.
My thanks are due to Admiral Lee, who co-operated by means of his

gunboats in preventing the enemy from crossing the Nansemond, and
to Lieutenants Gushing, Lamson, and Harris, who displayed great cool-

ness, gallantry, and good judgment in the managementof their vessels.

Lieutenant Lamson deserves particular mention as having suggested
the capture of the battery on the river and having aided General Getty
in carrying the plan into execution. I desire to refer to the report of
Major-General Peck for a more particular mention of the services of his
officers and men.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,

General-in- Chief.

General Oedees, ) Hdqes. Dept. of Vieginia, Seventh A. C,
No. 32. S Fort Monroe, Ya., May 6, 1863.

The major-general commanding congratulates Major-General Peck
and the troops under his command at Suffolk on the sudden retreat of
the enemy to the Blackwater, after a close investment of the place for
more than three weeks by a superior force led by some of the most dis-
tinguished generals in the service of the insurgents. The enemy has
sustained a loss of five guns, and not less than 1,500 men in prisoners,
killed, wounded, and deserters, while ours is limited to a comparatively
small number of killed and wounded. For this result the highest praise
is due to Major-General Peck, through whose untiring industry and
good judgment during the last six months the place has been strongly
fortified, and through whose watchfulness it has been held during the
investment. The same high praise is due to the troops under his com-
mand and to their ofBcers. Their courage and vigilance, their firmness
in resisting the enemy's attacks, their gallantry in assaulting him in his
works on repeated occasions deserve the heartfelt thanks which the
major-general commanding hereby tenders to them.
The major-general commanding avails himself of the occasion to ac-
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knowledge the gallant and eiflcient co-operation of the gunboats sent
by Admiral Lee into the I^lansemond, under Lieutenants Gushing and
Lamson, in silencing the enemy's batteries, in resisting the enemy's
attempts to cross the river, and especially the assistance lent by the
latter to General Getty in capturing five of the enemy's guDs.
By command of Major-General Dix:

D. T. VA2^ BUEEN
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 2.

Abstractfrom ^^ Record of Events" in Department of Virginia, April 11-
May 4.*

April 11.—The enemy advanced upon Suffolk, Va., from Blackwater,
drove in our pickets, capturing the outpost of cavalry on South Qua}'
road, and was not checked until within artillery range, when he was
driven back.
April 12.—He advanced on the Somerton road, but was repulsed,

retiring hastily, and our infantry pickets were posted on the original
lines.

April 13.—The enemy concentrated along the Nansemoud, erected
heavy batteries, and succeeded in blockading the river; he failed in all

his attempts to effect a crossing. The gunboats and our batteries were
almost incessantly engaged and several times silenced the enemy's
batteries.

April 19.—The enemy opened on the gunboats from Fort Huger. A
plan was immediately agreed upon by General Getty and Lieutenant
Lamson, U. S. Navy, to cross the river and attack the fort. The gun-
boats and batteries opened upon it impetuously. In the mean time a
detachment from the Eighty-ninth New York Volunteers and from the
Eighth Connecticut crossed on the gunboat Stepping Stones and stormed
the fort, and were highly successful, capturing five pieces of artillery,

two 20-pounder Parrotts and three 12-pounder howitzers; also 129 pris-

oners, including 9 officers.

April 20.—Major Stratton, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, visited

Elizabeth City, N. 0., and found it abandoned by our forces.

April 27.—A reconnaissance in force was made upon the enemy's right

flank on the Edenton road, also on the Somerton, and after some skir-

mishing the enemy was driven from his rifle-pits back upon his main
line. Two transports ran the blockade under the volunteer pilotage of

Lieatenants Eowe and Horton, Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers.

Many shots were fired by the enemy, but little damage was done to the

steamers.
April 28, 29, and 30.—Skirmishing on the river between our gunboats

and the enemy.

The following re-enforcements arrived during the month:

April 12.—Ninth New York Volunteers, assigned to Getty's division.

April 14.—Nineteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, assigned to Getty's di-

vision (transferred April 28).

Avril 16 and 17.—Two brigades assigned to Abercrombie's division,

consisting of eight regiments ; one regiment transferred to General Cor-

coran's division.

April 18.—One hundred and seventeenth New York Volunteers, as-

* From Ketnm8 of Seventh Army Corps for April and May, 1863.
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sigued to General Getty, aud One hundred and sixty-ninth New York
Volunteers, assigned to General Corcoran.

April 19.^—Detachment of the Third New York Volunteers and the

First Delaware, Sixteenth and Nineteenth New York Batteries.

April 17.—The Ninth Vermont was assigned to General Getty and
transferred, April 24, to the Reserve lirigade. The Twenty-sixth Michi-

gan and One hundred and fifty-second New York assigned to General

Corcoran.
April 22.—The Tenth New Jersey was assigned to General Corcoran

aud the One hundred and eighteenth New York assigned to Eeserve

Brigade.

The following ofiQcers were killed and wounded during the month

:

April 8.—Captain Bowdish, commissary of subsistence; killed by ac-

cideiit on the railroad.

April 12.—Lieut. Col. Edgar A. Kimball, Ninth New York Volun-

teers; killed by Brig. Gen. M. Corcoran while on duty.

April 23.—Capt. John E. White, Ninety-ninth New York Volun-
teers ; wounded by rebel sharpshooters.

April 24.—Surg. James Wilson, Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers;
wounded by rebel sharpshooters. Second Lieut. B. Conron, Thirteenth
IiidianaVolunteers; killed in skirmish on Somerton road. Col. C. Buell,

Onehuucred and sixty-ninth New York Volunteers; wounded in skir-

mish on Somerton road. Maj. Alonzo Alden,One hundred and sixty-

jiiutli New York Volunteers ; wounded in skirmish on Somerton road.

April 15.—Capt. J. McAnally, One hundred and fifty-fifth New York
Volunteers; wounded in the skirmish on Edenton road.

April 24.—Second Lieut. T. J. Cantwell, One hundred and sixty-fourth

New York Volunteers ; wounded in the skirmish on Edenton road.

May 1.—The Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers had a skirmish with
tbeenemyonSouthQuayroad,nearSuffolk. Loss: killed,4; wounded, 42.

May 2.—Two companies of the Third Pennsylvania Artillery reported.

May 3.—Eecouuaissance on the Petersburg road by General Getty;
eueiuy driven from their rifle-pits on their main line. Loss, killed and
wounded, 60. After dark the enemy abandoned the siege of Sufiblk, re-

tiring ill haste toward the Blackwater.
May 4.—Colonel Foster commenced pursuit after the enemy, coming on

the rear guard at Leesville, which were dis[)ersed and most of them cap-
tiux'd. General Corcoran pursued them on the Edenton road. General
Terry on the South Quay road, and a cavalry detachment on the Peters-
burg road, but all were unable to come across any force. Many prisoners
were captured, mostly stragglers (about 250), including 4 ofiBcers. One
hundred and thirty signified their willingness to take the oath of alle-

ffiance aud were sent North.

No. 3.

Report of Capt. Charles L. Davis, Eighty-second Pennsylvania Infantry,

Chief Signal Officer.

Office of Chief Signal Officer, Dept. of Va.,
Fort Monroe, Va., May 9, 1863.

Colonel: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of the Signal Corps in the siege of Suffolk, lasting from
April 11 to May 2:

For some months past I have had a signal station on a tree near the
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crossing of the Seaboard and Eoanoke aud Norfolk and Petersburg Rail-
roads, to wliicli the pickets on the South Quay and Garrsville roads were
instructed to report for orders in case of attack. Through this station
the commanding general at Suffolk was kept informed of movements on
the Irout toward the Blackwater.
This station stood at the jnnction of two roads, ou each of which a

couij^any of cavalry was stationed 1,200 yards in advance.
At 3.30 p. m. April 11 a contraband reported to the ofQcer (Lieuten-

ant Thayer) ou duty at this station that the enemy was advancing in
i'orce on both roads and only a few mUes distant. Through the extraor-
dinary promptness of this ofiScer this information was immediately
transmitted to General Peck by Lieutenant Strong, who received it by
signals at Suffolk. A few minutes afterward Lieutenant Thayer (notic-
ing the cavalry soldiers coming in at a furious rate, riding bai'cbacked)
sent to General Peck by signals the message, "Pickets driven in.

Ee-eni'orcements needed."
In the absence of a commissioned officer to command the infantry

piclcets Lieutenant Thayer took command and made such disposition
of them as he thought necessary to check the advance of the enemy's
^vanguard and prevent the cutting off of the cavalry i)ickets on the
South Quay road.

This action he immediately reported by signals to General Peck, aud
while so doing the enemy opened fire 'vjith their sharpshooters ou Lieu-
tenant Thayer and his flagmen (Privates A. H. Eames and W. J. Mott),
who were located in the top of a high tree performing their duty, and
so remained until the arrival of a regiment of cavalry, when Lieutenant
Thayer was ordered to abandon his post and come in.

On the 12th I was notified by telegraph that signal supplies and offi-

cers were needed at Suffolk. The supplies were promptly sent, aud I

received orders from the commanding general of the department to

proceed there at once, taking with me sucli officers as could be spared

from elsewhere.
Communicationwas immediately opened by Captain Tamblyn between

the signal tower (which had been previously erected in the town of Suf-

iblk for this very emergency) and the fronts, commanded by Generals

Terry, Corcoran, and Dodge. These lines of communication were con-

stantly employed in transmitting intelligence as to the movements of

the enemy.
On the morning of the 13th a message was received from Lieutenant

Strong, on General Terry's front, that the enemy had established a sig-

nal station at the junction of the Seaboard and Eoanoke and Norfolk

and Petersburg Eailroads and were signaling. This information I im-

mediately gave to General Peck, and was directed by him to ascer-

tain from Captain Lee whether he could shell the enemy from their

position, and if so, direct him to do it. Captain Lee, from his gunboat

in the Nansemond Eiver, immediately opened his fire', and being en-

tirely unable to see where his shot struck on account of the intervening

woods he was directed in his firing by signals. The point where each

shot struck, with directions as to change of range, was given him through

signals by Lieutenant Thayer, who noted the effect of each shot from

the tower in Suffolk and transmitted the same to Captain Lee by sig-

nals. After firing a number of shots, most of which struck well. Lieu-

tenant Thayer signaled to Captain Lee that the enemy's signal station

was abandoned.
On the 14:th Lieutenant Young, stationed at headquarters of General

Corcoran, at Fort Union, together with numerous other messages, trans-

18 E 11—VOL XVIII
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mitted the information from General Corcoran "to General Peck that the

enemy had attacked on the Somerton road. Promptly orders were
returned to General Corcoran to open fire. These messages were trans-

mitted -while the shells of the enemy were falling around them and evi-

dently directed at the signal flag of Lieutenant Toung, who, with his flag-

man (Private J. W. Brown), exhibited great coolness during the attack.

These lines of communication were kept open and transmitting much,

\ aluable information until the IGth, when, the enemy threatening to

cross the Nansemond Eiver and attack our right and rear, General Peck
directed communication to be opened with General Getty's front and
tlie forces on the Nansemond. Captain Tamblyn was therefore directed

to break up communication with the other fronts, as of less importance,

and open a line down the Kansemond Eiver. This was accomplished

in a very short time, and the line was constantly used in transmitting

important, and, iij some cases, confidential messages between the dif-

ferent stations. This line was composed of four stations, and the offi-

cers and men operating them were all so constantly on duty, night and
(lay, sleeping and eating only when a short leisure would permit, that

witliout relief some of them must have succumbed had not matters
taken a change.

This line of communication was kept open and (until the raising of

tlie siege and departure of the enemy) was continually useful.

A field telegraph train would have been of eminent utility in this

locality, and I shall have one or-more of these trains at my disposal in

a few days.
In closing this report I wisk to state that officers and men all stood

up to tlieir duty nobly and when nearly worn-out with fatigue by
watching and working night and day and under fire of the enemy. To
Capt. W. Tamblyn, acting signal officer, the senior officer of that part
of my detachment at Suffolk, great credit is due for his faithful super-
vision of affairs.

Lieuts. A. M. Thayer, E. P. Strong, George F. Young, and H. E.
Murray, acting signal officers, deserve special mention for having stood
faithfully to their duties under the fire of the enemy's sharpshooters.
Flagmen A. H. Eames, W. J. Mott, C. H. Treadwell, and J. W.

Brown performed their duties faithfully, even when the flag they held
in their hands was the special mark of the enemy.

I inclose herewith a map, showing the different lines of communica-
tion had by signals. The small red flags indicate the stations and the
dotted lines the lines of communication had at different times.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
I have the honor to be, colonel, very- respectfully, your obedient

servant,

CHAELES L. DAVIS,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, Department of Virginia.

Lieut. Col. LoTJiS H. Peloube, Assistant Adjutant- C>eneral.

No. 4.

Reports of Maj. Oen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army, commanding at Suffolk.

Headquarters United States Forces,
Suffolk, Va., May 5, 1863.

Colonel: On September 22, 1862, I was ordered to Suffolk, with
about 9,000 men, to repel the advance of Generals'Pettigrew and French
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from the Blackwater, with 15,000 men. No artificial defenses were
found nor had any plan been prepared. Situated at the head of the
Nansemond Eiver, with the railways to Petersburg and Weldon, Suffolk

is the key to all the approaches to the mouth of tlie James Eiver on the

north of the Dismal Swamp. Regarding the James as second only in

importance to the Mississippi for the Confederates and believing that

sooner or later they would withdraw their armies from the barren wastes
of 2forthern Virginia to the line of the James and attempt the recovery

of Portsmouth and Norfolk as ports for their iron-clads and contraband
trade, I prepared a system, and on the 25th commenced Fort Dix. From
that time until the present I spared no pains for placing the line of the

river and swamp in a state of defense. My labors alarmed the authori-

ties at Richmond, who believed I was preparing a base for a grand
movement upon the rebel capital, and the whole of the Blackwater was
fortified, as well as Cypress Swamp and Birchen and Chipoak Eivers.

This line rests upon the James near Fort Powhatan.
About February 26 Lientenant-General Longstreet was detached from

Lee's army and placed in command of the Department of Virginia, with

lieadquarters at Petersburg. Of his corps, 15,000 were ou the Black-

water and 15,000 between Petersburg and the river, near the railway.

This distribution enabled him to concentrate in twenty four hours within

a few miles of Suffolk and looked threatening. Reports were circulated

and letters written to the effect that Longstreet was in South Carolina

and Tennessee with all his forces with the view of throwing me off iny

guard.
ily information was reliable, and I fully advised the department of the

],resence of this force, and on March 14 Getty's division (Ninth Corps)

reported for duty. Early in April deserters reported troops movmg to

the Blackwater, that many bridges were being constructed, and that a

jiontoon train had arrived from Petersburg.

On the Cth I was advised that General Foster was in great need ot

troops and asked to send him 3,000. I replied that no soldiers ought

to leave the department, but I would spare that number provided they

could be supplied at short notice.
, t

Ou the 10th, at 4.30 p. m., as the troop train was leaving, 1 was iii-

lormed of the contents of a captured maU by General Viele to the eflect

that General Longstreet would attack me at once with from 40,000 to

(".0,000; that he had maps, plans, and a statement of my force, and that

General Hill would co-operate, ^ r

On the 11th Hood's division followed up my cavalry, returning Irom

Blackwater on the South Quay road, and about 4 p. m. captured, with-

out a shot, the cavalry outposts. Others foUowed on other roads and a

surprise in open day was attempted. The signal officers, under Cap-

tain Tamblvn, rendered most signal service. Lieutenant Thayer held

his station for a long time in spite of the riflemen about him.

On the 12th, about noon, Pickett's division advanced on the Someitou

and Jenkins' on the Edenton road, and a large column on the river by

ihe Providence Church road. Much fine skirmishing took place on al

cse roads, but the pickets were pressed back and the enemy was not

checled until he came within artUlery range. He sustained some loss

•ind fell back a few miles to his line of battle.

On the 13th the enemy skirmished with our light troops on all the ap-

proaches On the Somerton, Colonel Foster handled him very roughly

rivinrhim back and restoring his picket line at sundown. On the

rivS the contest was sharp and long, but the batteries and gunboats

held the pnemy at bay.
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On the 14tli Lieutenant Gushing, U. S. Navy, was liotly engaged for

several hours with a large force at the mouth of the West Branch. His
loss was severe, but the enemy suffered much and had some artillery dis-

mounted. The enemy opened a ten-gun battery near the i^orfleet house
for the purpose of destroying the gunboats and of covering a crossing.

Lieutenant Lamson, with the Mount Washington, West End, and Step-

ping Stones, engaged the battery for some hours in ,the most gallant

manner, but was compelled to drop down to the West Branch. The
Mount Washington, completely riddled and disabled, grounded, as did
the West End, and both were towed off by the Stepping Stones. The
rudder of the Alert was broken. Several batteries on the river were
opened with fine effect and others were pushed with all dispatch toward
completion. More or less skirmishing and artillery fire on all portions

of the lines. In the night the Smith Briggs, lying near my headquar-
ters, was attacked, but Captain Lee and the guns of the draw-bridge
repulsed the enemy.
On the 15th the force between Suffolk and West Branch was reported

by the best authorities at 10,000, with a pontoon train under the inime
diate command of General French. About noon our batteries, undei
the direction of General Getty, below the mouth of Jericho Greek, were
warmly engaged with the Norfleet battery. Four of the rebel 20-pounder
rifles were dismounted and the battery was silenced. A party sent out
on the Edenton road captured the camp equipage of one regiment. Fear
of an ambuscade prevented taking of many prisoneirs.

On the 17th Major Stratton, with a force of cavalry, held South Mills,

wljich is the key to nearly all the approaches from North Garoliua on
the south side of the Dismal Swamp. There was much skirmishing on
all the avenues of approach with some field artillery. General Terry's

front was much annoyed from the first day by the near approach of

riflemen. Under his orders the enemy was signally punished.* Gen-
eral French's engineer was taken prisoner by Lieutenant Gnshing's
pickets. He was laying out works and had a map of Suffolk, wliich he
tore to pieces.

On the 18th the enemy was very active in throwing up new batteries

and rifle-pits along the river. A heavy one was in progress near the
mouth of West Branch on Hill's Point. Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, or-

dered all the boats out of the Upper Nansemond, lest they should be
destroyed, leaving the whole defense of the river to the land forces.

Tlie admiral was urged to reconsider his orders. Upon my representa-
tion the order was temporarily suspended.
On the 19th, about dusk. General Getty and Lieutenant Lamson ex-

ecuted most successfully a plan which had been agreed xipon for cross-

ing the river and capturing Battery Huger at the mouth of the West
Branch. The Eighty-ninth New York and Eighth Gonnecticiit were
taken over on the Stepping Stones. Five pieces of artillery, 9 officers,

and 120 soldiers were captured. It was well conceived and ably con-
ducted, and reflects great honor on the combined arms. Lieutenant
Liimson suggested the enterprise, landed with four of his howitzers,
and i)layed a brilliant part. Gaptain Stevens was conspicuous for his
gallant conduct in this affair and deserves mention; also Lieutenants
McKechnie and Faxon, aides of General Getty.
Un the 20th Major Stratton visited Elizabeth City,N. C., and found

* Return of Terry's brigade, First Division, 8evcnth Army Corps, for April, 1863,
gives the following casualties in this .affair of the 17th : Three privates killed and 10
^^0UIldcd.
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it abandoned by our troops. He found General Longstreet's pickets in

the vicinity of Sandy Cross.
On the 21st the command was highly honored by a visit from Major-

General Halleck, Commander-in-Ohief, accompanied by Major-General
Di.x.

On the 22d a heavy rain-storm commenced, suspending all fatigue

labors, bat adding materially to the strength of the swamp on tlie left

think.

On the 24th a demonstration was made upon the enemy's right flank,

on the Edenton road, under General Corcoran and Colonels Foster and
Spear, wliile a feint was made on the Somerton by Colonel Buehler. The
enemy Avas driven in confusion from all his advance points and rille

])its Itack upon his main line of defense behind the dam and swamp at

Dardeu's Mill. A force estimated at about 1,500 was believed to be
massed on that front. The object of the move was attained and the com-

mand withdrawn. Colonels Beach, Drake, and Murphy had provisional

brigades, aud handled them extremely well ; Captain Simpson com-

manded the artillery.

On the 25th information was received of the arrival of heavy artillery

from Petersburg. Troops were reported on this side of the Chowan, ou

the way from General Hill, under General Garnett.

Ou the 27th Major Stratton occupied Camden Conrt-Houso and

burned a ferry-boat of the enemy's. Itebels were very active at night,

chopping, moving troops, and signaling. A new battery of three gnus

was opened by them below the Norfleet Battery. Chopping parties

were broken up by the Eedan and Mansfield Battery. They reoccupied

the Hill's Point Battery in the night. The steamers Commerce and

Swan, under the volunteer pilotage of Lieutenants Eowe and Horton,

of the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers, ran down past the batteries

In the night, but not without many shots. These officers are entitled to

much credit for this service.

On the 2Sth Suffolk was visited by a heavy storm. A rebel work for

several guns was discovered on the river.

On the 29th the Hou. Secretary of State, W. H. Seward, paid a visit,

ill company with Major-General Dix, to this command.
On the 30th, early in the morning, the enemy opened with one Whit-

worth, one 30 and one 35 pounder Parrott. Toward night they opened

fire upon the Commodore Barney, and the battery was silenced by the

Barney (Lieutenant Gushing, U. S. Navy) and Captain Morns, battery

in Fort Stevens.
, .• .. i ..

May 1.—There was a sharp skirmish on General Terry's Iront about

5 p m> The enemy, re-enforced largely, was held in check from the gnus

of Nansemond, South Quay, and Kosecrans with considerable loss.

Auother brigade from North Carolina was reported to have joined Jjong-

May 3.—A reconnaissance in force was made by Generals Getty and

Harland on the enemy's left flank. The troops crossed at 9 a. m iit

" " "' -^-'^ ^'- Onoiulagii,

vance was slow, every inch being hotly contested.

suited in bringing heavv re-enforcements for the euemy. His unuihers

and artillery failed to check the troops . By night the enemy was massed

May 186:f, gives the loss in this affair as follows: Four killed and 42 wounded, all of

the Ninety-ninth New York Infantry.
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on bis strong line of intrenchments and under the fire of a numerous
artillery. The purpose of the movement having been attained, the

troops were directed to remain on the ground awaiting events.

In conjunction with the above, Major Crosby crossed the Nansemond
near Sleepy Hole with the Twenty-first Connecticut, a section of the

Fourth Wisconsin Battery, and eleven mounted rifles. At 4 a. m. pushed
on and occu])ied Chuckatuck, driving out 300 rebel cavalry. He skir-

mished all the way to Eeed's Ferry, capturing 10 prisoners, and then

returned to the river under cover of the gunboats. At the same time

Colonel Button crossed in boats and occupied Hill's Point with the

Fourth Ehode Island, a portion of the One hundred and seventeenth

New York, and a detachment from the Commodore Barney. He ad-

vanced some distance, but was met by a superior force posted strongly

in the woods, and after much skirmishing returned upon Hill's Point,

from which the enemy could not dislodge him.
I again take pleasure in acknowledging the valuable services of Lieu-

tenants Cushing, Lamson, and Harris, U. S. Navy. These officers ren-

dered every assistance in their power in crossing the river. Lieutenant
Cushing sent a boat howitzer and detachment with the Fourth Ehode
Island, under Colonel Button.

I regret to state that Colonel Eingold, of the One hundred and third

New York, lost his life from two wounds while leading on his men in

the most gallant manner. He was a meritorious officer.

May 4.—About 9 p. m. on the 3d the enemy commenced retiring

upon the Blackwater. His strong line of pickets prevented deserters

and contrabands from getting through with the information until he had
several hours the start. Generals Corcoran and Dodge were promptly
in pursuit on the Edenton road while Colonel Foster followed upon the
Somerton. By G a. m. Colonel Foster was pressing the rear of a formida-
ble column on the old road near Leesville. He was compelled, from the
smallness of his force, to wait for the command under General Corcoran
and could not again strike the column before it reached the river.

The cavalry of Colonels Spear and Onderdonk were pushed on numer-
ous roads, and rendered valuable services in procuring information and
capturing prisoners.

Thus ends the present investment or siege of Sufiblk, which had for

its objects the recovery of the whole country south of the James ex-

tending to the Albemarle Sound in North Carolina, tbe ports of Nor-
folk and Portsmouth, SO miles of new railroad iron, the equipments of

two roads, and the capture of all the United States forces and property
with some thousands of contrabands.
General Longstreet finding that an assault at the outside upon works

defended by one-half his own force would be expensive and uncertain,

and having failed in turning either flank, decided to besiege the place
and asked for re-enforcements

;
probably not less than two divisions

joined from General Hill. The works constructed are on the most
extensive scale and in the most approved manner.
The rules and regulations iirescribed by military authorities for the

conduct of siege operations have been observed. Some idea may be
formed of this so-styled foraging expedition when I state that not less

than 10 miles of batteries, covered-ways, and rifle-pits have been
thrown up; most of the artillery was protected by embrasures ; the
])arapets were from 12 to 15 feet in thickness and well revetted, while
tlie covered-ways were from 8 to 10 feet. Longstreet had a wire laid

from the Blackwater, and telegraphed arrangements throughout his

lines.
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EESXJLTS.

We have taken five pieces of the famous Fauquier Artillery, about
400 prisoners, some rifles, and camp equipage. Probably 500 or 600
have been killed and wounded and 500 have deserted, ma'kinjr a total
loss of at least 1,500.
Our own killed is 44 ; wounded, 202, and missing, 14. Total, 200.*
All the morale, prestige, and glory belong to the patient and brave

omcers and men of the Federal Army.
Besides these brilliant results, this command has held the masses of

the enemy around Suffolk in order that General Hooker might secure
the crowning victory of the war, and it is entitled to a share of the glory
that may accrue to his arms. My thanks are due all officers and sol-
diers who have worked cheerfully and patrioticaUy on these fortifica-
tions. They now see that their labors are not in vain.
The truth of history requires that I should state that a small portion

of the One hundred and twelfth Kew York became homesick and dis-
contented, and said that they came to fight and not to dig. This feel-
ing was seized upon by politicians, and since the adjournment of the
Senate I have been advised that efforts were made to defeat my con-
firmation in consequence thereof. Soldiers who love their country will
cheerfully perform any duty assigned them ; men who know how to
build fortifications will know how to defend or assault them. It should
not be forgotten that the principal rebel successes have been behind
intrenchments, as at Manassas, Fredericksburg, Eichmond, Vicksburg,
Charleston, &c.

It is an unpleasant duty to state that most of the Ninth New York,
Colonel Hawkins, left this command on the 3d, by expiration of their
term of service, while their comrades were actively engaged with the
enemy. It can be regarded only as an unfortunate termination of a
hitherto brilliant career of service.
To Generals Corcoran, Terry, Dodge, and Harland, and Colonels

Button and Gibbs, commanding fronts or lines ; Colonels Spear and
Onderdonk, of the cavalry ; Colonels Gnrney and Wardrop, command-
ing reserves, and Captain FoUett, chief of artillery, I am under very
great obligations for the able, faithful, judicious, and cheerful discharge
of every duty incident to their important positions.

General Getty was intrusted with the river line below the Onondaga
Battery, the key of the position and about 8 miles in length—a verj,diffi-

cult line to defend against an enterprising enemy acquainted with every
by-path and gaided by owners of the soil. His responsibilities were of

the highestorder, and the labors of his troops were incessant. Under his

vigilant supervision everything was done that could be for the security

of the right flank, and the enemy was foiled in all plans for crossing.

Col. li. S. Foster, of Indiana, commanding brigade and a portion' of

the front, added fresh laurels to the high reputation which he estab-

lished in West Virginia and on the Peninsula. He was at home in grand
skirmishes, and the enemy always recoiled before him.

General Gordon reported three days before the conclusion of the siege

and was assigned to the command of the Eeserve Division. His long

and varied experience rendered his judgment of great value, and I re-

gret that he has been called to another field.

My thanks are due General Viele, of Norfolk, for the prompt trans-

mission of important intelligence and for the alacrity with which my
calls were responded.

* But see revised statement, p. B88.
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Captain Ludlow, quartermaster at Norfolk, deserves mention for his

untiring- efforts in forwarding the main bulk of supplies for the army.

The medical department, under the able management of Dr. Hand,
was in excellent working order and equal to every emergency. The
wounded were promptly cared for and spared all unnecessary suffering.

The commissary de])artment was admirably managed by the late Ca]>

tain Bowdish, and since his death by Captain Felt.

Colonel Murphy commanded brigade; Colonel Drake, Fort Union;
Colonel Hawkins, Fort Nansemond; Captain Sullivan, Fort Halleck;

Colouel Davis, the Draw-Bridge Battery ; Colonel Worth, Battery Mans-

field; Colonel Thorp, the Eedan andEosecrans; Captain Johnson, Bat-

tery Monday; Colonel England, Battery Montgomery; Colonel Pease,

Battery Stevens, and Colonel McEvily, Fort Dix, with ability, and their

troops were always ready for the enemy.
Major Strattou, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, was at South Mills

watciiiug the operations of the troops from Carolina. By his discretion

and energy the rebels were prevented from penetrating the Dismal
Swamp.
Captain Tamblyn, Lieutenants Seabury, Young, Thayer, Strong, and

Murray, of the Signal Corps, have been indefatigable day and night and
of the greatest service in their department. Captain Davis shares the

above commendation for the few days he was here.

The conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Nixon, Ninety-ninth New York

;

of Captain Morris, Lieutenants Hasbrouck, Hunt, Whitney, and Beecher.
of the artillery; Lieutenants James, Grant, Macardle, Soederquist, and
Burlesoii, on engineer duty; of Lieutenant Buttz, assistant provost-

uiarshal, and of Major Wetherill, was conspicuous. Major Stewart, of

the Engineer Corps, joined for a few days, evincing the same lively

interest which characterized his valuable services on the Peninsula.
The command is mainly indebted to the provost-marshal, Major Smith,

of the One hundred and twelfth New York, for the good order and
cleanliness which has prevailed in town and camp.
The co-operation of the gunboats, under Lieutenants Cushing, Lam-

son, and Harris, U. S. Navy, sent by Admiral Lee, has been very
efl'ective, and I take great pleasure in acknowledging the gallant serv-

ices of their officers and crews. The army gunboats Smith Briggs and
West End, commanded by Captain Lee and Lieutenant Eowe, proved
invaluable. The Smith Briggs was for many days the only boat above
the West Branch, in consequence of the order of Admiral Lee.
My personal staff have all earned a place in this record by their zeal,

fidelity, and unremitting labors day and night, increased by injuries

which I sustained from the fall of my horse. Their claims to promotion
were established long before the siege of Suffolk. Maj. B. B. Foster, as-

sistant adjutant-general ; Capt. George S. Dodge, quartermaster; Lieuts.
Charles E. Stirling and James D. Ontwater, aides-de-camp ; Lieut. A. B.
Johnson, ordnance officer, and Lieut. James D. Mahon, judge advocate.
Doubtless many names have been omitted, but discrimination is im-

possible where all have done so well.

For the conclusion is reserved the agreeable duty of testifying to the
cordial and efficient support I have ever received from Major-General
Dix. No request or suggestion has ever escaped his attention, and
most of my requirements have been anticipated by his liberal and com-
prehensive policy.

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.
Col. D. T. Van Bueen, A. A. G., Dept. of Va.
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Headqtjaetees,
New Berne, N. C, December 18, 1863.

General : My excuse for this trespass upon your most valuable time
is that I have been unoflBcially advised that Admiral Lee has endeav-
ored to depreciate the importance of Longstreet's campaign against me.
This is very singular, for he did not visit Suffolk during the nine

months I was in command, and saw nothing of my system of fortifica-
tions or of Longstreet's, the development of which was from 9 to 10
miles. Uia headquarters were at Newport News, some 30 miles from
mine. Ilis views were based entirely upon the impressions ol, young
nud inexperienced subordinates, .whoso vision was limited to short dis-

tances beyond the gunboat decks.
On April 20, thirteen days before the conclusion of the siege, he

ordered all the boats to Hill's Point for safety, 7 miles from Suffolk,
against which I protested, and some sharp correspondence ensued.
Besides the distance the densely-wooded banks of the Nansemond were
unfavorable for forming a judgment of the numbers and labors of the
enemy, everywhere screened in timber. The whole country was one vast
forest, out of which I had to cut a field of fire for my artillery. Admiral
Lee thinks that Longstreet brought a force of negroes for building liis

extensive line of works. On his arrival the negroes ceased to come into
my lines, and parties were sent out to bring them in for information,
but without success.

After his repulse on May 3 and night retreat some blacks escaped
from Franklin and informed me that all the contrabands, except servants
and drivers, were left at Franklin, across the Llackwater, to i)reveut

their escape. They also stated that they prayed very loud that " Massa
Longstreet might be whipped by you folks."

Captain Lamson, one of the most gallant oflBcers in the U. S. Navy,
commanded the flotilla in the Upper Nansemond, and was on the staff

of the acting admiral. He says he made a complete examination, during
two days, of Longstreet's lines after his retreat, and changed his opinion

and so told the admiral ; he estimated the rebel force from 35,000 to

r)0,000. Major-General Dix was over my lines, including the Nanse-

mond, every alternate day, and had favorable opportunities for judg-

ing; he says some 35,000. General Gordon states that the works lie

examined could not have been made by less than 30,000.

Major-General Keyes concluded my situation was so critical that I

ought to evacuate the lines to save the troops from capture. On my
positive refusal he called for two corps. He estimated 40,000 prior to

Hill's arrival.

A mail, with several hundred letters, was taken, showing that Hill

was to co-operate, and that they had a statement of my force, artillery,

and a map of the works.
General Hooker telegraphed that his reliable s]>yin Kichmond ad-

Vised that Jeff. Uavis had ordered Hill to leave North Carolina and

join Longstreet at Suffolk. All prisoners, deserters, and Union peojile

agreed as to this co-operation.

About April 20 a division arrived from Little Washington, having

crossed the Chowan near Gatesville. General Hill joined with his en-

tire command on May 1, by way of Weldon, Franklin, and Holland's

Comers. Hill's letter to Longstreet, asking orders, is in my possessiou.

General Dix employed a spy to visit the armies of Longstreet and

Lee in February and March. He was two weeks in Longstreet's lines

and longer in Lee's. Through a friend in the War Office in Richmond
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he was allowed entire freedom in the camps and sold his goods to ofiScers

and men on credit. He reported 28,000 to 30,000 in March in my gen-

eral front and one hundred and nine regiments, of some 84,000, in the

army of Lee. Then 28,000, with the forces of Hill from North Carolina,

represent generally the mass opposed to me. My effective force for

some days was 14,928. I asked for one division only. For a few days
I liad about 29,000 effectives on a line from below HilFs Point, on the

river, extending across to the Dismal Swamp of at least 15 miles in

length, with a detachment of the same at South Mills, 30 miles distant,

the key to the southern approaches of the swamp.
The campaign will be clear when it is stated that Hill was to make

noisy and furious demonstrations in Carolina, for the purpose of induc-

ing General Foster to call for troops from Virginia. Accordingly,

Pettigrew appeared in the vicinity of New Berne and Hill attacked or

cannonaded Washington.
Our casualties were 6 at New Berne, -but I have failed to learn that

any occurred at Washington. Ten thousand were asked for General
I'oster, and I was called upon to contribute from my 15,000 on the

10th April. Against my judgment I consented to send 3,000, and they
were on the troop train. Longstreet was advised of this detachment
in a few hours and advanced that very night. With your approval I

brought back the 3,000 at dusk, and very luckily for our affairs in that

<|uarter.

The operations about Suffolk, ending May 4, were suddenly eclipsed in

the night of general gloom and painful anxiety which attended Hooker's
great disaster at Chaucellorsville. Attention was not again awakened
upon that field, and the campaign has been imperfectly understood by
the public.

I desire to thank you for the liberal support sent me at Suffolk.

With sentiments of respect, your obedient servant,

JOHN J. PECK.
Major-General Hai.leck:,

Commander-in-Chief, Washington, D. G.

[nxclosnre.]

From the Philadelphia Enquirer, April 24, 1863.

THE GALLANT CAMPAIGN AT SUFFOLK.

Having in our recent articles 'traced the progress of the war in the
Southwest, in Tennessee, and in North Carolina, we follow them up
this morning by a review of the short and exciting campaign about
Suffolk. This campaign, in presence of some of the vast events of the
war, appears to be nothing more than an episode, but in our judgment
it is entitled to considerable prominence. It must be remembered that
the military authorities charged with the occupation of Norfolk estab-

lished an important post at a considerable distance to the southwest of

that city—at Suffolk, where the Petersburg and Norfolk Railroad in-

tersects the Seaboard and Eoanoke Railroad, leading to Weldon, N. C.

Suffolk is also at the head of navigation on the Nansemond River,

which empties into the James River near its mouth. From this post
the National troops were enabled to operate to a distance in the inte-

rior of the south side of Virginia, keeping the country comparatively
clear of guerrillas, contraband traders, and spies, and thus more effect-

ually guarding Norfolk.
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For a long while the rebel leaders at Eiohmond permitted this occu-
pancy by the Union forces to pass without interference, although it was
exceedingly unpalatable to their adherents in the country occupied.
Within the last two or three weeks, however, for reasons that may ap-
pear in the sequel, they detached a heavy force, under their pet gen-
eral—Longstreet—to recover Suffolk and to bring Norfolk once more
under the sway of the rebellion. The movement commenced about the
same time with that of General Hill against General Foster's garrison
at Washington, N. C, and the two were unquestionably intended to
co-operate with each other.
Having massed some 38,000 men behind the Blackwater Eiver (^^en-

eral Longstreet began the execution of his plan on the 10th instant by
crossing his grand army over that stream by means of Ave pontoon
bridges.

On the next night his advance drove in our pickets in front of Suf-
folk, and the situation of our forces began to look serious.
The rebel plan was to cut the Nansemond River some 6 miles or so

below Suffolk, on our right flank, while another force was to be thrown
against the Norfolk Eailroad, on our left flank and rear, and, thus sur-
rounded, General Peck's entire army and the city of Norfolk were to
fall a ricli and easy prize into the hands of the enemy. It so happened,
however, that two matters over which the rebel chieftains could exer-
cise but little control interfered to defeat the scheme. In the first place
General Peck, who was in command of the National force, was entirely
too vigilant, tioo active, and too enterprising for General Longstreet;
and in the second place General Foster's resolute resistance agauiKt
Hill at Washington, N. 0., where the latter stubbornly persisted in

holding out after his adversary claimed that he was hopelessly cut oiV,

prevented Hill from coming up in time to execute his share of the grand
achievement. Nevertheless, General Longstreet went at bis plan with
energy, and from April 11, when he first drove in our pickets, until

Tuesday last he kept up an incessant series of attacks of the most
harassing and vexatious character to General Peck's troops. He lushed
his squadrons of cavalry against our lines in one place and established
batteries of field artillery to sweep the Nansemond Eiver at others. He
maneuvered to overwhelm us here and flank us there, and in every way
endeavored to jienetrate our lines, but was baffled in every attempt by
the watchfulness, activity, endurance, skill, and courage of Geneiai
Peck and his brave companions in arms.
Among those who were conspicuous on our side General Getty,

Colonel Foster, of the light troops, and Lieutenant Lamson, of tiic,

Navy, are mentioned by General Dix ; Colonel Foster having repelled

an assault upon the right, and General Getty, with Lieutenant Lamson,
having stormed, in the most gallant manner, a troublesome battery of

six guns, which they captured, with 160 prisoners.

Thus repulsed at every point, Longstreet appears to have abandoned
his enterprise, at least for the present, for the latest advices state tliat

skirmishing ceased on the 21st.

Now, what is the importance of this defeated movement of l^ong-

street's? To get an intelligent answer to that question we have only

to look at contemporaneous operations on the James Eiver. For sev-

eral weeks past the rebels have been quite busy fortifying its banics

just as they have fortified the Mississippi. They are casemating Fort

Powhatan, and have three batteries thoroughly finished. Tliey iire

taking up the obstructions at Fort Darling. They know the value of

water communication to us, and ofwhat priceless advantage it is to them
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to be able to prevent onr passage. This is tlie lesson they have learned
at Vicksburg, Port Hudson, Fort Pemberton, and at Charleston.

If they fortify the James down to its mouth it is closed for our ])ur-

poses and left free for theirs. It brings their iron-clads, now lying idle

at Eichmond, clear down to Hampton Eoads, where they may lie in

wait and have their opportunities always in sight. To complete thi.s

grand scheme of operations Norfolk is wanted, and then, with their

ironclads, that city would bo an open port until we could complete
another fleet of monitors to close it up again. We tried to develop all

this some days ago. Moreover, there are indications that the rebel

leaders intend to defend Eichmond with a much smaller army than
that hitherto devoted to that purpose, and upon a line much nearer to

that city than the Eappahannock. That is the reason why there is so

much activity in strengthening the works immediately in front of Eich-

mond. They know that we can scarcely assail that city by the land
route, for that compels a long line of communications, which experience
tells them they can break up with a small and active body of cavalry

;

hence another reason for fortifying the James and closing the water
approaches against our iron-clads. All these considerations make the
campaign about Suffolk a rather important feature of the war and not
a mere episode. It appears to be over for the present, but we trust that
the vigilance, activity, and skill which have thus far baffled the enemy
will continue to be exerted, and that General Peck will have supports
at hand. Longstreet's withdrawal may only be temporary, to wait the
tardy arrival of Hill from North Carolina.
The Eichmond Examiner of November 27, 18C3, has the following in

its leading editorial upon Lieutenant-General Longstreet and his Knox-
ville and Sufiblk campaigns, which are pronounced as parallel failures.

The liberal admissions by the rebel press at the time and now respect-

ing the Suffolk operations are highly creditable to the command of
Major-General Peck, and ought to satisfy those who sought to under-
rate that campaign

:

Perbaps the result mip;lit have been different if Longstreet and hia corps of tlie Vir-
Siuia army bad been in line. Hia operations in East Tennessee afford little compen-
sation for tbo reverse at Chattanooga, nor have the late bare and scanty news from
tlijft quarter sustained the high hope -which the public justly based on the first intel-
ligence briskly forwarded by General Bragg. His telegram declared that Longstreet's
cavalry had pursued the enemy into Knoxville, that the infantry was close up, and
it was natural to suppose that the next news would be that of KnoxviHe's recapture;
but the next news from Longstreet contained a mention of intrenching, which sug-
gested disagreeable reminiscences of Suffolk. Since then little or nothing has been
heard from Longstreet unless we are to receive the unofBcial story of the telegraph
this morning to be trustworthy. Oh, that it may be so! His preaaure on Burnside
has nndoubtedly quickened Grant's attack on Bragg, while the abaonce of his whole
corps from the Confederate line at the time of Sherman's arrival in the Federal host
has given the enemy a great opportunity. It was during the parallel campaign of
Longstreet against Suffolk that Hooker made his coup at Chancellorsvillo ; but he
found there .Jackson, while Grant had to do with Bragg alone.

Hdqes. Army and District of North Carolina,
New Berne, JV. C, December 25, 18G3.

General : I have the honor to make the following supplementary
report as a part of my report of operations during the siege of Suffolk
in Aj)ril and May last

:

The name of Col. J. P. McMahon, One hundred and sixty-fourth New
York, should have been in the paragraph commencing with "Colonel
Murphy, commanding brigade."
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My right flauk rested upon the Upper Nansemond for some 8 miles,
a narrow, shallow, and tortuous stream, offering great facilities to au
euterprisiug enemy for crossing and cutting the communications with
Norfolk. Including this the whole line extending to the Dismal Swamp
was from 12 to 15 miles iu length; besides a force in observation was
requisite at South Mills, 30 miles distant, the key of the southern ap-
proaches to the swamp. In view of these and other objections I advised
the withdrawal of the troops to a new and short line near Portsmouth
after the reduction of the rebel and Union fortifications.

The advance of Pettigrew toward Hew Berne and of Hill upon Little
"Washington were only feints (our casualties being less than a dozen at
both places) made by order of Lbngstreet some days before the date
fixed for his own advance upon Suffolk for the purpose of inducing the
authorities in North Carolina to call on Virginia for re-enforcements.
As designed, 10,000 were asked for North Carolina, of which I was con-
tributing 3,000 on the 10th. The information reached Longstreet at
Franklin, and he crossed the Blackwater that night.
Major-General Hooker kindly telegraphed that he had advices that

General Hill would join Longstreet. The time when the North Caro-
lina troops arrived is material. Major Stratton, of the cavalry, re-

])orted the fact on the 20th, and I did the same on the 25th, some of
them being captured. Major Stratton was correct, for Major-General
Foster advised that the enemy retired from Little Washington on the
evening of the 15th, and that the deserters said the cause was that they
were ordered to re-enforce the army in Virginia.
May 4, while in full pursuit of the columns of Longstreet and Hill

toward the Blackwater, an order was received to dispatch General Gor-
don with a large force to West Point. Ten thousand additional were
also ordered to be held in readiness to move at a moment's notice, leav-

ing but the ordinary small garrison intact at Suffolk and of course end-
ing offensive operations.

On May 4 i)risoners were taken representing forty odd regiments and
iudei»endcnt commands, which gives some idea of the organization and
masses of the enemy. The many miles of earthworks thrown uj) by the

rebels were constructed by the troops. Lest the contrabands should

come into my lines the bulk of them were left on the other side of the

Blackwater.
It is proper to remark that the forces under my command from Sep-

tember to April, 18G3, were rated by the public at twice and even thrice

the actual numbers.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

'
^ '

JOHN J. PECK,
Blajor- General.

Brig. Gen. Loeenzo Thomas,
Adjutant- General, U. tS. Army.

[Iiidorscnicnt-]

Headquakteks Department of the East,
Netp Yorlc City, January 21 , ] 861.

liespectfuUy forwarded.
The withdrawal of the troops to a line nearer Norfolk was suggested

by me after the investment of Suffolk and was ordered by the General-

in-Chief.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.
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by the enemy on the Somerton road. He opened upon us with artillery.
The guns of Forts Union, Nansemond, and McClellan replied with such
efl'ect as to very soon silence theirs and drive the enemy back. Some
skirmishing ensued, in which detachments from the Thirteenth Indiana
and One hundred and twelfth Kew York Volunteers and One hundred
and sixty-tiftk and One hundred and sixty-sixth Pennsylvania Militia
took part and deserve great credit for their actions on that occasion.
Our picket lines were re established that afternoon.
On Wednesday, the 15th, Col. J. P. McMahon, of the One hundred

and sixty-fourth Eegiment New York Volunteers, went out on the
Edenton road for the purpose of reconnoitering the enemy's position.
He brought with him three companies of Infantry, one from the One
hundred and sixty-fourth. One hundred and fifty-fifth, and One hundred
and seventieth Eegiments respectively, two companies of cavalry of
the First New York Mounted Rifles, under the command of Major Pat-
tou, and one howitzer. They started out just before daylight, drove in
the enemy's pickets, and engaged the Seventeenth Virginia Eegiment,
capturing i prisoners and killing and wounding several. They found
that the enemy were in considerable force a short distance from his
outposts.

On the same day Colonel Spear, of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cav-
alry, went out on the Somerton road with a small force, consisting of
four companies of infantry, two from the One hundred and sixty-fifth

and One hundred and sixty-sixth Pennsylvania Militia respectively, two
pieces of the Seventh Massachusetts Battery, one company of his own
regiment, with guns, and three companies of cavalry, and made an at-

tempt to charge their rifle-pits, but this movement was not as success-

ful . as was anticipated it would be. Small parties were from time to

time afterward sent out on the several roads, also in the direction of

the Dismal Swamp and along the Jericho Canal, but nothing of interest

occurred. The object of the parties sent in the latter direction was to

discover if the enemy were endeavoring to get through in that locality,

but no evidence of any such attempt could be discovered.

On A])ril 24 an expedition, which had been for some time in contem-
plati(tu, went out under my command on the Edenton road. It con-

sisted of about 5,000 infantry, 500 cavalry, and 10 i)ieces of artillery.

I assigned Col. E. S. Foster to the command of the infantry ; Colonel

Spear had charge of the cavalry, and Captain Simpson of the artillery.

A small party went out at the same time on the Somerton road to en-

gage the attention of the enemy there and co-operate with us on the

Edenton road if necessary. We advanced about 4 miles and met the

enemy's outposts. The pickets retired, and we found the enemy's ad-

vance behind rifle-pits. Our artillery opened, and after considerable

firing on both sides the enemy was driven from his position and our

skinnishers occupied it. The firing still continued a short time, and
finally the enemy fell back some distance and ceased firing. In accord-

ance with my instructions I gave instructions not to follow, and we
slowly returned to camp. As full reports of this and the other affairs

above alluded to have already been furnished I refrain from giving any

extended or detailed account of them.

On the 2d instant, about 11 p. m., we received information from two de-

serters that the enemy was retreating from our front, and 1 immediately

went in person to the major-general commanding and reported the in-

formation and that I had ordered a force out on the Edenton and

Somerton roads. The major-general having approved of my action I

started out myself, ordering an additional force to follow. Colonel Fos-

19 E K—^VOL xvin
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ter went on the Somerton road and General Dodge on the Bdenton. I

accompanied the latter. He crossed over to the Somerton and met the

force under Colonel Foster at Leesville; we advanced some distance

farther, and as it was then apparent that the enemy were beyond reach I

ordered the troops to return, except a few cavalry left for the purpose
of picking up the enemy's stragglers. On the march we captured a large

number of prisoners, arms, &c.

From the commencement of the affair the officers and men evinced

the most commendable disposition to do their whole duty, always on the

alert and ever ready to obey all commands of their superior officers.

The works, which at the beginning were unfinished, by unceasing ex-

ertions were soon completed, while other works of defense were also as

rapidly and cheerfully erected. The woods in front were cleared to a
great extent by slashing parties, who were at work at times night and
day. The pickets maintained their ground, except upon two or three

occasions when they were forced to retire bj' overpowering numbers,
and deserve great praise for their courage and vigilance; in fact the

desire exhibited by the troops to meet the enemy either inside or outside

tbe works gave undoubted assurance that the enemy would have been
encountered, had he attempted to carry out his intention of attacking
this place, with as courageous and determined a resistance as could pos-
sibly be made by gallant men. I feel called upon to state that I was
ably assisted throughout the whole time by General Dodge and Colonel
Foster, who, respectively, commanded i)orti5ns of my front, and that
they were always at the post of duty and carried out their instructions

upon all occasions promptly and cheerfully. I send their reports here-

with.

I remain, major, your most obedient servant,

MICHAEL COECOEAN,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Maj. B. B. Foster,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Division,
Fairfax Gorirt-Eousc, Va., December 14, 1863.

Major: 1 beg leave to state that I understand I inadvertently
omitted to give in my report of the operations at Suffolk, Va., an esti-

mate as to the probable strength of the enemy during the investment,
and therefore request that the following supplement may be appended
to said report

:

From information received from deserters the strength of Longstreet's
forces at his approach ranged between 32,000 to 45,000, none under the
lormer, which was corroborated by the statement of a man claiming to
have been in the commissary department, who reported that 34,000
rations had been issued at the Blackwater when Longstreet was pre-
])aring to cross.

During the first three days not less than 40 prisoners and deserters
were examined, whose statements convinced me that the strength of
the enemy at that time was not less than 32,000. The deserters from
Pickett's division established the fact that many of the regiments had
just been filled up to 900 men; some were very weak, but the average
seems to have been about 500.

Many of the deserters had run great risks to reach our lines, and,
being either of isTorthem birth or Irishmen, were anxious to give accu-
rate information.
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It is certain that the whole of Longstreet's grand corps, comprising
the entire divisions of Pickett, Hood, and French, Tcere engaged in the
first advance on Suffolk, as well as Jenkins' division, of the Blackwater
troops, who took position on the Edenton road on the fourth day of the

siege.

The disposition of the rebel force during the first two weeks of the
siege was, in my opinion, as follows: Jenkins' (i)robably 4,000 strong)

mainly in iwsition on the Edenton road near Darden's Mill ; Pickett's

division (of four brigades) on the Somerton road, his right meeting
Jenkins' left in the woods between the Edenton and Somerton ; Hood's
division on the South Quay, connecting with Pickett opposite Fort
Nansemoud; French on the Providence Church road and river line.

Daring the pursuit of the enemy, on the morning of their retreat

(May 4), we ascertained beyond the possibility of a doubt that on May
1 or' 2 two brigades of North Carolina troops (Garnett's and another)

Joined Pickett, and encamped with him on the Somerton. During that

pursuit nearly 300 prisoners were captured from forty different regi-

ments, all of which had been encamped on the Edenton and Somerton
roads, and were from Jenkins' and Pickett's divisions and the two North

Carolina brigades exclusively.

These prisoners rather increased than diminished the previous esti-

mates of the enemy's strength and confirmed fully the statements of

deserters and people residing in the vicinity.

The vast and formidable lines of the enemy's works could not have

been constructed in twenty-three days by less than 35,000 troops, con-

sidering the constant state of activity in which they were kept by the

movements of our forces. Our own troops were incessantly engaged in

fatigue duty, and certainly performed less than one-fourth of the labor

done by the enemy.
1 am convinced by the foregoing facts that the enemy under command

of Longstreet during the investment of Suffolk was not less than 34,000

men, exclusive of Hill's re-enforcements.

I am, maior, yours, very respectfully,
' "^ ' MICHAEL CORCORAN,

Maj. B. B. FoSTEE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Brigadier- General.

No. 7.

Report of Maj. Alexander G. Patton, First New York Mounted Rifles, of

sTcirmish on the Edenton road, April 15.

Catvtp First Mounted Rifles,

Suffolk, Va., April 18, 18G3.

General • I have the honor to report that at 3 o'clock on the morn-

in'T of the 15th instant I left this camp to make a reconnaissance on the

Edenton road, to attack the enemy, and, if possible, to ascertain his torce.

Mv command consisted of Company E, Captain Gregory
5
Company M,

Captain Masten, and one howitzer, in charge of Corporal McConnoll, o

Company D, all of this regiment. At Fort Dix I was joined by Colonel

McMahon with two companies of infantry.

We proceeded cautiously for some 2J miles, when, having approached

near to the enemy's pickets, I directed one shot to be fired from the
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howitzer ; Captain Gregory to charge down the road with his company,
Captain Masten supporting him, the howitzer party having directions

to advance at quick-time with the infantry, supported by a detail from
our picket guard under Captain Poor commanding Company D. The
road was found to have been barricaded no less than eight times, but
such was the rapidity of our movement that the outer sentry at the
eiieniy's camp was captured.
Charging upon the right of the enemy they were found to be drawn

HI) in line of battle in the woods, and the advance fell back to await the
arrival of the remainder of the party, which on coming up was formed
in ail open field on the right of the road and in front of the enemy.
Coin])any D was then deployed as skirmishers on the edge of the woods
to cover our right and a charge made upon the right of the enemy,
which was met by a galling fire and we were forced to fall back. At
about the same moment the infantry rushed forward, cheering, and at-

tacked their left, and by their rapid and effective fire, in conjunction
« ith that of the howitzer opening on their right, forced them to fall

back through their camp on the cross-roads leading just miles to
the Soraerton road. At this point we charged again, driving the enemy
some distance, but losing 2 men of Company t), whom (the enemy at
length having received re-enforcements of infantry and artillery) we
w eie forced to leave in their hands.
Having accomplished the object of the movement and destroyed the

camp of the enemy we fell back leisurely, without annoyance, the en-
emy api)earing to be too much crippled to attempt any offensive opera-
tions.

Our loss in the affair was 2 men wounded and prisoners from Com-
pany 1), and 1 wounded; and 1 man wounded in the howitzer party,
and 18 horses killed and wounded.

1 have to acknowledge the efficient aid rendered me by Colonel Mc-
.Alahon and the infantry under his command, and to present to your
notice Corporal McConnoll, who handled the howitzer in the most effi-

cient manner.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully' your obedient

servant,

A. G. PATTON,
Major, First New York Mounted Rifles.

Erig. Gen. M. Coecokan.

ISo. 8.

Itinerary of the First Brigade, Brig. Gen. Henry D. Terry, U. 8. Army
commanding, April 11-30.*

AiyrU 11, Saturday.—The enemy appeared before and invested Suf-
folk. The brigade immediately took position in the trenches and have
remained there ever since.

April 17, Friday.—A reconnaissance was sent out, consisting of six
coiii])anies of the One hundred and thirtieth New York Volunteers two
companies of the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers, and one company
of the New York State Sharpshooters, for the purpose of ascertaining
the force of the enemy in front. They were found in force in rifle-pits
with large reserves. The loss sustained was as follows: Killed, 2 pri-

* From Return of Brigade for April, 1863.
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vates of the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers and 1 private of the
One liundied and thirtieth New York Vohinteers ; wounded, 4 privates
<ff the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers, 5 privates of the One hun-
dred and thirtieth New York Volunteers, and 1 private of the eighth
company New York State Sharpshooters.

No. 9.

Report of Col. Robert 8. Foster, Thirteenth Indiana Infantry, command-
ing Second Brigade.

Headquaetees Fostee's Beigade,
Suffolk, Va., May 9, 1863.

Captain : In pursuance of circular from your headquarters I have
tlio honor of submitting the following report of the part taken by my
command during the twenty-three days of the investment of Sufiblk :

Upon receiving information on Saturday, April 11, of ih^ approach
of the. enemy 1 immediately visited my command and found them occu-
pying their respective positions previously assigned. Every arrange-
ment was made to secure as strong a defense as possible. No evidence
of the enemy's api)earance on my front until Sunday.
On Monday, the 13th, the pickets on the Somerton road were driven

in by a force of infantry and cavalry, the pickets maintaining their

ground as long as possible. The enemy opened on us with artillery,

and immediately the guns from Forts Union, Nansemoud, and McOlel-
lan responded and silenced their guns. At 3.30 p. m. I sent out a party
of skirmisliers, accompanying them myself, consisting of details from
the Thirteenth Indiana, One hundred and twelfth New York Volun-
teers, and One hundred and sixty-fifth and One hundred and sixty-sixth

Pennsylvania Militia. They advanced rapidly and drove the enemy's
skirmishers back to their reserve at Brothers' house, on the Somerton
road. I then established nay old picket line, extending from the right

of Fort Union to Fort Nansemond, and have maintained said line

throughout the siege.

Too much praise cannot be given to the detachments from the above-

mentioned regiments in their skirmishing on that day. At the earnest

solicitations of Colonel Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, I sent

out two pieces of the Fourth Wisconsin Battery, under Captain Vallee,

supported by one company of the One hundred and sixty-tifth Pennsyl-

vania Militia. After having fired a few rounds I recalled them. In the

morning I ordered the houses on the Somerton road near the reserve

picket station burned, which was accomplished. The enemy used the

white house of Brothers as a shelter, and I was anxious to destroy it if

l)ossible. To this end I dispatched on several occasions a party of

skirmishers to effect this object, but the overpowering force of the

enemy prevented.
On Wednesday Colonel Spear (with orders from General Corcoran)

took command of a small party, consisting of two companies of the One
linndred and sixty-fifth Pennsylvania Militia, two companies of the One

hundred and sixty-sixth Pennsylvania Militia, two pieces of the Sev-

enth Massachusetts Battery, one company of his own regiment, with

guns, and three companies of cavaky, and made an attempt to charge

their rifle-pits at Brothers' house, but without success.

On Thursday, April 16, a party of skirmishers, under Lieutenants
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Wallick and Conron, of the Thirteenth Indiana, were sent out. They
exchanged a few shots with the enemy, but found them too strong to

make any advance. •

On the succeeding day I sent Lieutenants Zent and Conron with a
party of the Thirteenth Indiana to flank the works at the white house
if possible. After a sharp engagement they were obliged to withdraw.
In this encounter Lieutenant Conron received a wound from which he
died a few days after. He was a brave and gallant X)flBcer, and sacri-

ficed his life in his zeal to accomplish my desire. In all these skir-

mishes the men and officers from the different regiments behaved in a
gallant and praiseworthy manner, and one name I wish particularly to
mention : Private Bircham, Company F, Thirteenth Indiana Volunteers.
On Saturday, the 18th, an unusual quietude prevailed on the picket

lines. The pickets of the One hundred and twelfth Kew York ex-
changed newspapers with the enemy's pickets and received the assur-
ance they would not be fired on as pickets. The Thirteenth Indiana
was ordered to report to General Getty at the smaU-pox hospital.
On Sunday a portion of my command was ordered to be in readiness

to form a part of an expedition oh the Edenton road, and I also organ-
ized a party to push out on the Somerton road to co-operate with the
former party. Said expedition was postponed and did not go out until
the succeeding Friday.
The forces from my front consisted of the Eleventh, Fifteenth, and

Sixteenth Connecticut and the Thirteenth Indiana, under command of
Colonel Beach, Sixteenth Connecticut ; the One hundred and sixty-
ninth iSfew York and five companies of the One hundred and twelfth
New York forming a part of Colonel Drake's command. I was intrusted

"

with the command of infantry. A report has already beeu furnished of
the result of the expedition.* I have kept large details from the dif-

ferent regiments at work during the whole time building new works
and strengthening the old, chopping the trees on the front, and in
every way doing all I could to make our means of resistance as suc-
cessful as possible. Upon hearing of the enemy's departure, early on
Monday morning, and under General Corcoran's dii'ections, I started
in pursuit of the enemy, the result of which has already been furnished
you officially.

During the time, I have had the following regiments on my front

:

The One hundred and sixty-ninth New York was added to my brigade
on April 17. In addition to my brigade the Eleventh, Fifteenth, and
Sixteenth Connecticut and One hundred and forty-third, One hundred
and twenty-seventh, and One hundred and eighteenth New York have
occupied a portion of my front at different periods." The Seventh Mas-
sachusetts, First Delaware, Sixteenth New York, and Fourth and Sec-
ond Wisconsin Batteries also constituted at different times a part of
my command. All the above commands exerted themselves to the dis-

charge of their duties in an acceptable and praiseworthy manner, at all

times meeting every detail with promptness and in every way discharg-
ing their duties in a soldierlike manner. During the tJime, in the dif-

ferent expeditions and skirmishes, the enemy met with a heavy loss, as
subsequent events prove.

EOBT. S. FOSTER,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Capt. J. J. Blodgett,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

' Eetnm of tlie Second Brigade, Third Division, Seventh Army Cori)s, for the month
of April, 1863, shows a loss in this affair of 3 killed and 11 wounded.



Chaf. XXX.] SIEQE OP SUFFOLK, VA. 295

Ko. 10.

Report 0/ Lieut. Col. John MeConihe, One hundred and sixty-ninth New
York Infantry.

Headqtiaetees 169th New Toek Volxjwteees,
Camp Griswold, Suffollc, Ya., May 8, 186.3.

Adjutant
: In parsaance of your circular, dated May 7, reqniriu<r

commanders of regiments to prepare and send in an ofBcial report ol'
tue part taken by their respective commands in the scenes of the past
twenty-three days, I beg leave to report that the One hundred aud
sixty-nmth Eegiment New York State Volunteers left Martindale Bar-
racks, Washington, D. C, on the morning of April 15, with orders to
go to JS^orfolk, reporting en route at Port Monroe. We were transported
by the steamer John Warner to Norfolk, Va., arriving there on the 16th
instant. The same day we were transported by rail to Suffolk, Va.,
arriving there late in the night, and on the morning of April 17 we
were, by order of General Peck, attached to Acting Brigadier-General
Foster's brigade, and occupied a camp near the breastworks on the
Somerton road. Prom this date up to April 24 we continued to furnish
fatigue parties to work on the fortifications.
On April 24 the regiment was placed in the Second Provisional Bri-

gade, Col. J. 0. Drake commandiug, and moved out on the Bdenton
road with the other forces, and took part in the reconnaissance iu force
made by General Corcoran on that occasion. The regiment was placed
far in advance of all others in support of Captain Follett's battery (D,
Fourth TJ. S. Artillery), and unflinchingly faced a continuous and un-
abating shower of shell, grape, and canister from the well directed fire
of the enemy until orders were received to retire, the object of the re-

connaissance having been accomplished. The colonel (Clarence Buell)
was severely wounded by a piece of shell, and Lieutenant Hughes, of
Company A, was badly injured in the leg by a shell ; E. H. Brock, of
Company H, was instantly killed, the back and top of his head being
carried away by a shell ; Major Alden's horse was wounded in the neck
by a shell and the major bruised; Corporal Noyes, Privates Falen,
Fogarty, and Kennely were wounded.
On April 28 Captain Vaughn, of Company F, was detailed for the

purpose of making a reconnaissance through tlie Jericho Canal, which
expedition was eminently successful, being made through an overflowed
swamp, almost impenetrable on account of the depth of the water and
the nature of the vinps, brush, and timber, and at a time when the rain
fell unceasingly for the two days (the 28th and 29th) that the said com-
pany was absent.
On May 3 the regiment stood under arms on Main street during the

day, being ordered to a«t as a reserve, in conjunction with the Thir-

teenth Indiana Eegiment, under Colonel Dobbs, to a forcewhich crossed

the Nansemond at the foot of said street, and attacked the enemy on
the Providence Church road. During the night the regiment occuiiicd

Fort Peck and the rifle-pits on the left of said fort at the foot of Main
street.

Monday, the 4th, the regiment returned to camp, and has been en-

gaged in doing picket duty and furnishing fatigue parties.

I am, very respectfully,
JOHN McCONIHE,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

Lieut. S. E. Maevin,^. A. A. G., Gen. Foster^s Brigade, Suffolk, Va.
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ISTo. 11.

Itinerary of the Third Brigade, Col. Mathew Murphy, One hundred and
eighty-second New YorTc Infantry, commanding, April 9-May 3.*

In accordance with General Orders, Ko. 22, from Headquarters dnited
States Forces, Suffolk, Va., issued Ajjril 9, 1863, Brigadier-General Cor-

coran assumed command of the First Division, Se^venth Army Gorijs;

whereupon the senior colonel, Mathew Murphy, assumed, by right of

rank, command of the Irish Legion, and immediately issued his General
Orders, No. 5, to that efiect, appointing Lieut. J. Townsend Connolly, of

the Sixty-ninth Eegiment, his acting assistant adjutant-general, and
established his headquarters at Fort I)ix, on the soiitheast front of our
lines, facing the Edenton road.
April 11.—The enemy invested Suftblk and soon after (the next day

or so) worked around gradually from the South Quay, ^vhen our pickets
were first driven in to the Jamestown and Edenton roads. Immediately
on the first alarm the long roll was beaten, and the troops deployed in

line along the breastworks, running right and left from Fort Dix. Their
relative conditions continued as follows until the siege was raised: The
Sixty-ninth Eegiment defending works in front of its camp, on the right
of the line ; the One hundred and sixty-fourth Eegiment next in line and
first on the left of the said fort; the One hundred and fifty-fifth at first

marched up from their camp in reserve and formed along the works,
bivouacking at night between the One hundred and sixty-fourth and
One hundred and Seventieth Regiments, and on the left of the One hun-
dred and sixty-fourth.

April 15.—No action was taken offensively on the part of this Legion
against the enemy until the 15th instant, when a small force was sent
out on the Edenton road to reconnoiter. This force consisted of one
company from the One hundred and fifty-fifth Eegiment (Company I),

one company from the One hundred and seventieth, and one company
Irom the One hundred and sixty-fourth (Company C), together with a
sijuadrou of cavalry from the First New York Mounted Eifles, and one
(J-pounder, the whole force under the command of Colonel McMahoo, of
tlie One hundred and sixty-fourth Eegiment, Major Patton having charge
of the cavalry and gun. It started from Fort Dix at 2.30 a. m., and,
after marching 2J miles out on the Edenton road, drove in the enemy's
mounted pickets, followed them as rapidly as possible to Mill,
where they found a rebel regiment drawn up in line of battle to receive
them. The enemy were posted in the rear of a large field, on the right
of the road covering a cross-road, which led across the mill-dam to the
Somerton road. Here a conflict ensued of half an hour's duration, when
the enemy retreated, taking up his second position on the opposite side
of the mill-pond. A few well-directed shots from the 0-pounder gun
drove him from this place, when re-enforcements arrived to the enemy.
Colonel McMahon, after advising with Major Patton, deemed it best to
retire, the object of the reconnaissance being accomplished, the entire
camp equipage of the enemy captured, besides some provisions and
;> prisoners. Our loss was 9 men wounded and 3 killed—12 in all. A
list of casualties that have occurred in the entire brigade has been for-

warded through the proper channels, witli names, nature, &c. ; hence it

will be better not to recapitulate here, as our space is limited. From
this date (15th), until the 24th the brigade was engaged night and day

*Froui Return of the/ Corcoran Irish. Legion, Seventh Army Corps, for month of
April, 1863.
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in building intrenchments, digging and slashing, cutting trees to give
full range to the guns, &c.
April 23.—The Tenth New Jersey was assigned to this Legion, when

the One hundred and fifty-fifth returned to camp in reserve and the
Tenth New Jersey took its place between the One hundred and sixty-

fourth and One hundred and seventieth Eegiments.
Ajyril 24.—The brigade accompanied General Corcoran on the grand

reconnaissance in force of that date. Marching from Fort Dix down
the Edenton road, double column closed in mass, it brought up the rear
of the column and marched with it until halted in a large field on the
right, and formed line of battle to the right, while the artillery, cavalry,
and skirmishers in front carried on the affair. Only one regiment was
inarched from this line (the One hundred arid sixty-fourth, Colonel Mc-
Malion) previous to halting and forming line; it was sent to the front,

under orders of General Corcoran, to support a line of skirmishers. lu
this regiment occurred our only loss. While occupying the enemy's
rifle-pits 15 men were wounded (1 mortally) and all borne off' the field,

when the order was given to fall back. The remaining regiments did

not engage the enemy, and consequently lost none. The column started

from Fort Dix at about 2 p. m. and returned about 6 p. m. From this

date until May 3 none of the regiments were engaged on other duty than

fatigue, picket, &c.
May 3.—The One hundred and seventieth Eegiment accompanied

General Getty on his reconnaissance in force across the Nansemond
Kiver, on the Smithfield road. An account of the proceedings in May
will be deferred to the report of that month.

No. 12.

Report of Col. William McEvily, One hundred and fifty-fifth Neio lorh

Infantry.

Hdqes. 155th Eegt. N. Y. State Vols.,

CoKCORAN Legion, 1st Div., 7th Aemy Corps,
Suffom, Va., May 11, 1803.

lu compliance with orders received I here forward, for the informa-

tion of the brigadier-general commanding southeast front during the

time of the investment of Suffolk by the enemy, a detailed account of

the operations of the One hundred and fifty-fifth Kegiment New York

Volunteers, under my command

:

An alarm from the"apprehended approach of the rebels in force com-

menced in the afternoon of April 11, and five companies of the regi-

ment were sent to man the breastworks and four ordered to garrison

Fort Dix. ^ ,.

From April 11 to 19 the regiment remained doing duty on the line ot

lircastworks, on which latter date all but three companies returned to

(•amj), where an order was received to be in readiness for an advance

against the enemy, but this order was not carried into effect as antici-

pated. „ ,,

On the morning of April 14 Company I, with detachments Irom other

regiments under the command of Col. J. P. McMahon, One liundrcd

and sixty-fourth Eegiment New York Volunteers, had a skirmish with

the enemv, and behaved with great gallantry, coolness, and deternnua-

tioii, driving the rebel forces, tliough superior in number, back on tiieir

line of intrenchments. Captain McAiially and Privates Michael Den-
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nison, John Glennon, John Gallivan, and John Leary were wounded in

this fight.

On the 21st the regiment was ordered out for a reconnaissance, and
l)roceeded as far as the breastworks, where it remained from 10 a. m.
to 1.30 p. ni., when the order was countermanded, and the regiment,

after relieving the companies then in Fort Dix, with others returned

to camp.
Nothing of importance transpired until April 24, when the regiment

]irepared to move to Fort Halleck, according to an order received the
day previous, but did not go on account of a second order countermand-
ing it and requiring the regiment to at once get ready to go on a re-

connaissance, which it did, starting at 2 p. m. and returning at 6 p. m.,

having marched out about 3 miles on the Edenton road. No casualties

occurred, the regiment not being called into action. The regiment re-

mained in camp till the 2Gth, on which day Colonel McEvily received
an order from Brigadier-General Dodge charging him with the defense
of Fort Dix and the battery adjoining.

Until May 2 nothing momentous occurred. At 10 o'clock in the even-
ing of that day the long roll was beat, and the regiment marched up to

Fort Dix, when, under command of General Corcoran, it went out on
the Edenton road and re-established our pickets that had been driven
in, went close to the enemy's lines and then returned, arriving in camp
at 2 a. m.
At 3.45 o'clock on May 4 the regiment, with other troops, started

out in pursuit of the enemy, who were retreating, marching past their

fortifications on the Edenton road and turning off on the Somerton
road, and was ordered to halt and hold the cross-roads known as Hol-
land's Corners ; the remainder of the force, the One hundred and sixty-

fourth New York Volunteers, Sixty-ninth New York National Guard,
and Company A, Thirteenth Indiana, together with a number of other
regiments, went ahead in pursuit. Quite a number of prisoners here
gave themselves up into our hands, and many were captured and sent
back by the forces ahead. Toward evening all the troops returned to
the Corners, and reported the enemy across the Blackwater River, since
which the usual routine of regimental and garrison duties have been
resumed.
During the period of the investment of Suffolk by the enemy, unfor-

tunately no opportunity occurred for the regiment to distinguish itself,

although both officers and men showed by their cheerful discharge of
every duty their willingness and anxiety to render every possible aid
toward the discomfiture of the enemy,

I am, lieutenant, respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM McEVILY,

Colonel, Commanding Regiment.

Lieut. J. T. Connelly, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 13.

Itinerary of the Reserve Brigade, Col. David W. Wardrop, Ninety-ninth
New York Infantry, commanding, April 24^May 1.*

This brigade was formed and Colonel Wardrop assigned to the com-
mand by Special Orders, No. 106, dated April 24, 1863, from Head-

*From Returns of the Reserve Brigade, Seventh Army Corps, for themonths qfApril
and May, 1863.
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quarters, Suffolk, Va., Major-General Peck commandiug. It then con-

sisted of the Ninth Vermont Volunteers, Nineteenth Wisconsin Volun-
teers, Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers, One hundred and eighteenth
New York Volunteers, and the One hundred and fifty-secondNew York
Volunteers. By Special Orders, No. 109, dated April 26, 1863, from
Headquarters, Suffolk, Va., the One hundred and fifty-second New York
Volunteers was detached from the brigade and attached to General
Terry's brigade. During the siege of Suffolk all the regiments have
been actively employed in manning the rifle-pits and strengthening the
fortifications and other duties of the defense. The following officers

Lave been wounded by sharpshooters during the month, but before the

formation of the brigade

:

April 23.—Capt. John E. White, commanding Company G, Ninety-
ninth New York Volunteers; thigh and arm, slightly.

April 2i.—James Wilson, M. D., surgeon Ninety-ninth New York
Volunteers ; chest, slightly.

May 1.—At the beginning of the month the various regiments com-
posing the brigade were posted in different parts of the defenses, under
the immediate orders of the commanders of the several fronts on which
they were stationed.

On the afternoon of the 1st the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers,

then under orders of Brigadier-General Terry, was sent out to recon-

noiter the enemy's rifle-pits. The enemy was found in strong force and

the regiment was obliged to retire. Loss, 13 killed (or died of wounds)

and 31 wounded. Two officers, Capt. James H. Hart and Capt. Charles

E. Cartwxight, were wounded; both slightly.

No. 14.

Report of Brig. Gen. Charles G. Bodge, U. 8. Army, commanding South-

east Front.

Headquaetees Southeast Feont, Foet Dix,
Suffolk, Va., May 7, 18C3.

Captain : In accordance with circular just received I have the honor

to submit the following report of operations upon this (southeast) front,

extending from Forts Union to Halleck, inclusive, since Saturday, April

11, when I first assumed command

:

As at that time the enemy were already in our immediate front and

the general disposition of our force complete, it only remained for me

to carry out the orders received from Brigadier-General Corcoran, com

manding front defenses, to watch closely, and, if advisable, counteract

any movement of the enemy; to make every preparation in my power

for the defense of my line; to keep the troops constantly on the alert

and ready for immediate service; to finish as rapidly as possible the

various works then in process of erection, or which thereafter might be

decided upon, including a large amount of slashing, &c. These orders

were diligently complied with.
, . , ^. ^^u «™,r

It seeming advisable to ascertain the force and intentions of the enem j

upon this immediate front, a detachment, under command of Colonel

McMahon, One hundred and sixty-fourth Eegiment New York Volun-

teers, and consisting of three companies of infantry, a squadron ot cav-

alry (the First New York Mounted Rifles), and a mountain howitzer.
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was advauced at daylight on the morning of the — ultimo, and vigor-

ously engaged the rebel outposts, driviDg them quite back upon their

reserves, who retired nearly a mile to the old mill, about 5 miles from
this place. At this time about 3,000 men were reported on the Edenton
road and vicinity.

The rebels at once commenced throwing up a redan and strong breast-

works completely commanding the road and approaches to their posi-

tion, liifle-pits tor the protection of their outposts were also con-

structed. It was not considered advisable to attempt to prevent this

as our forces were at that time too much engaged upon important duty
under General Getty. Slight skirmishing between the outposts con-

tinued daily, with, however, but 2 casualties upon our part. Scouts
were continually out, and every exertion was made to keep us fully

informed of whatever the enemy might be attempting. Occasional de-

serters from their ranks aided us greatly in this respect.

On the — a force of some 200 infantry and an equal number of cav-

alry, under the command of Col. S. P. Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania
Cavalry, endeavored to again feel the enemy on our front, but was
unable to drive them from their rifle-pits, which were uncommonly de-

fensible.

On tbe — most of the troops along this front were detailed by the
brigadier-general commanding for a reconnaissance in force under his

own coniniand. During his absence it became my duty to dispose, as
advantageously as possible along General Corcoran's front, such fresh
troops as had been ordered up to defend the line in place of those re-

lieved, aud to prepare for any emergency that might occur upon either
the Edenton or Soinerton roads, upon which our forces were engaged.
General Corcoran reported the enemy re-enforced to about 6,000 or 8,000
men aud eight pieces of artillery on the Edenton road.
From the — ultimo to the 2d instant nothing of moment occurred

along this front, and our men were kept most busy at the various fatigue
work necessary.
About 11 o'clock on the evening of the 3d instant the ofilcer of the

day rei)orted with two deserters, who informed us that the enemy were
rapid! J' withdrawing their forces and en route for the Blackwater. The
troops were at once ordered under arms and the report forwarded to
headquarters south front. Investigation and additional deserters soon
confirmed the tirst report, and with a column of about 150 cavalry, four
l)ieces of light artillery, and three regiments of infantry I started, by
couiniaud of Brigadier-General Corcoran, in pursuit. Advancing rap-
idly but cautiously we soon arrived at the enemy's earthworks, which
were f(jund quite deserted. Pushing on, a small cavalry detachment
was sent to Cypress Chapel, on the Edenton road, where several rebel
officers aud men were secured, and with the main body we moved by
the first available road over to the main Somerton road, and leaving
a force at the cross-roads pushed on to Leesville, where we united with
Colonel Foster's column, which, starting simultaneously with ourselves
and having some 5 miles less distance to travel, had reached that point
in advance of us and succeeded in picking up large numbers of strag-
glers and a ]>ortion of the enemy's rear guard as prisoners.

Brigadier-General Corcoran then assuming command of the united
forces, we advanced some distance toward Holland's Comers, where, upon
consultation, it was decided that no advantage could be gained by push-
ing the infantry farther, as our advanced scouts dud others reported
the main force of the enemy already over the river and occupying their
strong earthworks there. Cavalry, however, was thrown forward to
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Holland's Coiners, Carrsville, Deserted House, t&c, and succeeded in

bringing: in some 40 or 50 prisoners. The entire column was then re-

turned to Suffolk and the troops resumed the usual regimental and
general duties.

louring the time that 1 have been in command of this part of General
Corcoran's front occasional but immaterial changes have occurred in the
troops and their dispositions.

1 have but few casualties to report, a list of which has been forwarded.
]\Incli arduous labor has been accomplished, which can but prove satis-

factory to the general commanding.
1 am happy to say in conclusion that with scarce an exceirtion oflQcers

and men, under every circumstance of exposure, fatigue, and danger,
have exhibited such cheerful endurance, earnest faithfulness, and eager
desire to meet the enemy as must always insure them success, while it

merits the admiration and gratitude of the commanding generals.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHAELES 0. DODGE,

Capt. J. J. Blodgett,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Brigadier- General.

No. 15.

Report of Brig. Gen. George W. Getty, U. S. Army, commanding Third

Division, Ninth Army Corps.

Hdqbs. Thiud Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Suffolk, Va., May 12, 1863.

SiE: On April 11, the alarm of the enemy's approach being given,

in compliance with the orders of the major-general commanding, the

troops of this division were called out under arms. The pickets along

the northeastern front were strengthened ; two companies of the Tenth

New Hampshire were placed in Fort Halleck, where they remained

until May 10 ; the troops under Colonel Dutton engaged in fortifying

the river; the Twenty-first Connecticut and five companies of the Thir-

teenth New Hampshire at Fort Connecticut; the Fourth Ehode Island,

One hundred and third New York, and the remainder of the Thirteenth

New Hampshire at Fort Stevens were called in. Three companies,

however, of the Thirteenth New Hampshire were ordered to remain at

Fort Connecticut, with orders to observe the river, resist any attempt

of the enemy to cross until the last moment, and then to fall back to

Suffolk over the corduroy bridge across Broer's Creek, taking up the

brido-e. The troops remained under arms and on the alert during the

ni"-ht. The Second Brigade strengthened the south front between

Forts Union and McClellan, and remained in this position until April

liS with the exception of the Eighth Connecticut Volunteers, which, on

the 14th, was ordered to the river front, where it has since remained.

On the ISth General Harland was assigned to the command ot the

front from Fort Halleck to Battery Onondaga, and on the 28th the

Eleventh and Fifteenth Eegiments Connecticut Volunteers, and on the

29th the Sixteenth Connecticut Volunteers, reported to him.

On the 12th Col. A. H. Dutton, commanding the Third Brigade,

was placed in command of the line of defenses included between Forts

Jericho and Halleck, and at once set to work throwing up nfle-pits
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and fortifying his position. Under Colonel Button's supervision the

front between Fort Halleck and Battery Onondaga was verj' materially

strengthened. Eifle-pits were thrown up, covering all the approaches
by the Portsmouth road, and a second line on the west bank of Jericho

Creek and Fort Button, on the left of Fort Jericho, was thrown up. Ee
was relieved on AprU 18 by Brigadier-General Hailaud and assigned to

the command of the river defenses between the mouth of Jericho Creek
and Br. Council's. The Eighty-ninth Regiment New York Volunteers
was placed in Fort Montgomery, where it remained until May 6 with

the exception of temporary absences.
On the 13th the Fourth Regiment Ebode Island Volunteers was or

dered to report to Brigadier-General Corcoran aud was stationed by
him behind the breastworks on the left of Fort Union. It occupied this

position until May 1, when it was relieved by the Ninth Vermont and
placed on the line of river defenses near Fort Connecticut, where it now
is. The One hundred and third New York was stationed on the 13th
instant behind the breastworks to the left of Fort Union, a position

which it held until May 6. The Ninth Eegiment New York Volunteers
was placed in Fort Nansemond, where it remained until relieved and
sent North on May 3.

It is my painful duty in this connection to animadvert upon the course
]>ursued by the Ninth Regiment New York Volunteers, who for the first

time in their military history turned their backs upon the enemy, and,
deaf to the appeals of the commander of the department, persisted in

returning home, when every consideration of patriotism, honor, and
])ride called upon them to remain and share the dangers of battle with
their comrades in the field. Most deeply do I regret that a regiment
whose career since they entered the service two years ago has been
most brilliant should at the close sully their glorious reputation by such
an act; but it is due to truth to say that in my opinion the fault lies

cbiefly with the oflBcers, and most of all with the commanding oificer,

whose whole course in this affair seems to have been actuated by per-

sonal pique and caprice.

On April 14, reconnoitering along the river, I discovered a battery of
the enemy at Norfleet's farm, which in an engagement that morning
with our gunboats had disabled the Mount Washington and repulsed
tbe remainder. I found that this battery mounted four guns—two
20 pounder Parrotts and two brass 12-pounders; that it commanded
completely a point directly opposite and extending out some distance
fiom this side, and that a large party of the enemy was at work strength-
ening the battery and throwing up additional works and rifle-pits. I
immediately sent for guns and troops, negroes and tools, which arrived
in the course of the afternoon.

Buring the night I filled the point with sharpshooters to dispute the
passage of the enemy in case he attempted to cross, and posted the
Tenth New Hampshire and a section of artillery to check his farther
advance in case he succeeded in driving our sharpshooters and effecting
a lodgment on the point. Their position was strengthened with rifle-pits
during the night. Two positions were selected for batteries, one near
the base of and a little to the right of the point, since named Battery
Kimball, distant some 1,200 yards from the enemy's battery, the other
on the left side of the point, at the mouth of Broer's Creek, distant 900
yards from the enemy's battery, and since named Battery Morris.
The works were pushed vigorously during the night. Battery Mor-

ris, constructed by Captain Beger, Second Wisconsin Battery, who
with three guns of his battery (lO-pounder Parrotts), had been sent to
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me by the order of the commanding general, was completed and the guns
placed in position before 2 a. m. Battery Kimball was completed about
midnight. Two 20-ponnder Parrott guns, under Captain Morris, Ninth
Eegiment New York Volunteers, and oue 3-inch gun of the Fourth Wis
cousin Battery, also under his charge, were placed in position. Both
batteries were screened by trees and underwood.
At daylight the next morning Captain Beger, cutting away the trees

which intercepted his fire, opened on the enemy's battery, firiug percus-
sion-shell from one gun, fuse-shell from a second, and case-shot from
the third. In a few moments the enemy replied, firing briskly. Several
of the 20-pounder shells passed through and through the frail parapet
of Battery Morris. As soon as his whole attention was engaged with
Battery Morris and the position of his guns ascertained from their fire,

the screen was thrown aside from Battery Kimball and Captain Morris
opened fire from all his guns, directing his whole firo on one piece of
the enemy, and successively on two others, silencing all tliree in turn.
Captain Beger meanwhile keeping up a hot and well-directed fire from
his three guns in Battery Morris. At the end of two liours the enemy's
fire slackened and became very feeble. In another hour he was entirely
silenced.

During the action our sharpshooters, who had been placed on the
point and on an island in the marsh to the right, kept up a fire which
must have proved very annoying to the enemy's gunners, since it pro-
voked one or two discharges of canister. The following night he with-
drew his guns.
The only casualties were 3 drivers of Battery A, Fifth Uyited States

Artillery, wounded, 1 mortally. One of the 20-pounder Parrot ts threw
off its muzzle after firing twelve rounds and was replaced by a 3-inch

gun from the Fourth Wisconsin Battery, a section of which had been
sent to me and was kept in reserve.

The three days following every nerve was strained to put the river in

a thorough state of defense. The military road already completed to

Fort Connecticut was extended to Fort Stevens. Batteries and rifle-

pits were thrown up on all the exposed points. The troops, as fast as

they arrived, were sent into the trenches, and on the 18th the following

was the disposition of the troops along the line of the river:

Lieut. Gr. B. Easterly, Fourth Wisconsin Battery, at Battery Kimball,

with one 20-pounder Parrott and two 3-inch gunsj Thirteenth New
Hampshire Volunteers, with one company of sharpshooters, holding

position next below the mouth of Jericho Creek ; Captain Beger, Second

Wisconsin Battery, with two guns, in Battery Morris, supported by one

company ofthe Twenty-fifth New Jersey Volunteers ; Lieutenant Crabb,

with one section of light 12-pounders ; Lieutenant Schulz, with one sec-

tion of lO-ponnder Parrotts ; the Tenth New Hampshire Volunteers,

Ninth Vermont Volunteers, one company of the Twenty-fifth New Jer-

sey Volunteers, and four companies of the Nineteenth Wisconsin Vol-

unteers, under the command of Colonel Donohoe, Tenth New Hampshire

Volunteers, holding position of Fort Connecticut, from Broer's Creek to

Dr. Council's; Captain Morris, with two 20-pounder Parrotts in Battery

Stevens, supported by Colonel Pease, One hundred and seventeeutli

New York Volunteers; Major Wheelan on the right of Colonel Pease,

with four companies of Mounted Eifles, and five gunboats between the

mouth of Broer's Creek and a point half a mile below Dr. Council's land-

ing. Gunboats below West Branch; number not known. Two regi-

ments of infantry, the Eighth Connecticut and Nineteenth Wisconsin

Volunteers, six companies, and one section of artillery in reserve.
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On the 14tli iustaut tbe PDemy had plauted a battery iu the earth-

works on Hill's Point, aud, in the engagement that ensued between

them and our naval forces in the river, almost entirely destroyed the

gunboat Mount ^Vashington. After this action five gunboats returned

to the Upper Nansemond, above Hill's Point, and it became evident

that their safety required that this battery should be silenced, for the

channel of the river runs within 50 yards of Hill's Point, and the action

of the 14:th showed conclusively that it would be almost certain de-

struction for any boat to attempt to run past. It was therefore with

a view to deliver our gunboats from a dangerous position, as well as to

annoy the enemy and to gain possession of an important point for

future operations, that an expedition to cut out the battery was under-

taken. The plan of operation, as arranged with Lieutenant Lamson,
U. 8. Navy, commanding flotilla, was as follows: Five hundred men
were to embark on the gunboat Stepping Stones at ]3r. Council's land-

ing, proceed down the river, land on Hill's Point just above the bat-

tery, and charge the works with the bayonet. Lieutenant Lamson
volunteered to land four boat howitzers to co-operate in this movement,
and at his request was furnished with 40 men to man the drag-ropes.

At 5.30 p. m. on April 19, detachments of 130 men from the Eighth
Connecticut and 140 men from the Eighty-ninth New York embarked
on the Stepping Stones at Dr. Council's landing. A canvas screen,

which effectually concealed the men, was drawn up all around the deck,

and the boat pushed off and steamed rapidly down the stream. As she
ap])roached the battery not a shot was fired or a sound heard to indi-

cate the presence of the enemy. He was waiting, with all his guns
double-shotted .with canister, until the vessel should come abreast and
within 50 yards of his battery. At 300 yards above the battery Lieu-

tenant Lamson headed his boat inshore, but striking on a spile she
glanced off", and, borne on the ebb-tide, was on the eve of shooting in

front of the battery, when Lieutenant Lamson, with admirable presence
of mind, reversed the paddle-wheels and backed her aground. The
men jumped olf from both ends of the boat up to their waists in mud
and water, scrambled hastily ashore, and with a cheer dashed for the
battery. In an instant Lieutenant Lamson had landed his howitzers
and followed. The enemy, apprised of our approach by the cheers,
opened a hot fire of musketry, and was enabled even to reverse and
fire one of his guns ; but seeing himself cut off, and receiving one or
two discharges of canister from Lamson's howitzers, he surrendered.
The capture of 5 guns, 7 officers, and 130 men, the liberation of the five

gunboats above, and the occupation of a point of vital importance to
the enemy and an admirable point of operations for us were the results
of one of the most brilliant achievements of the Avar. Our loss was 4

];illed and 10 wounded.
The batt-ery taken, our whole attention was turned to fortifying the

jiosition and ])reparing for attack. The boat howitzers were placed iu

battery just above the landing place in a position to sweep the plain iu

Jront over which the attacking party must ijass, rifle-pits were com-
menced, and pickets thrown out. Col. A. H. Button was placed in com-
mand. Five companies of the Tenth New Hampshire Volunteers, a
detachment of CO men of the Ninth Vermont, Colonel Pease, One hun-
dred and seventeenth New York, with four companies of his regiment,
and Lieutenant Crabb, Battery A, Fifth U. S. Artillery, with gun de-
tachments to man the captured pieces, were sent over to re-enforce the
position, aud by morning a formidable line of rifle-pits and batteries was
erected.
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Tbe boat howitzers were withdrawn and re-embarked on the arrival
of Lieutenant Crabb. Contrary to expectation the morning dawned
without an attack. A section of Battery A, Fifth TJ. S. Artillery, under
the command of Lieutenant Murray, and the remainder of the One hun-
dred and seventeenth New York were sent across. The day was spent
iij fortifyiug and strengthening the position. No demonstration was
made by the enemy during the day with the exception that in the
morning a line of skirmishers advanced across a field and afterward
withdrew.

In compliance with the order of the major-general commanding, given
upon my representations, the position was evacuated on the night of
the 20th. The movement began soon after dark. The artillery, in-

trenching tools, surplus ammunition, &c., were embarked on the Step-
ping Stones, and the troops ferried across and landed on the marsh op-
posite by the West End and by small boats. The picket line was held
to the last moment, and at 12.30 o'clock the last load crossed over un-
disturbed by the enemy, who during the whole evacuation scarcely fired

a shot or gave the least annoyance.
After the capture of Hill's Point Battery nothing of special impor-

tance occurred until May 3. The enemy's sharpshooters caused consid-

erable annoyance to our pickets and working parties; nevertheless tbe

works were pushed vigorously, every available man being sent into the

trenches.

On the 18th the enemy opened fire from two heavy guns in sunken
batteries on the West Branch, a few hundred yards above Hill's Point;

but the capture of Hill's Point on the 19th exposed them to a similar

f;ite and necessitated their withdrawal. They were withdrawn on the

night of the 19th.

On the 24th the Ninth Vermont, Eighth Connecticut, aud the Nine-

teenth Wisconsin Volunteers were ordered by the major-general com-

manding to report to General Dodge to take part in a reconnaissance

under direction of General Corcoran. They returned the following

morning.
On the 27th instant a new battery of the enemy was discovered some

distance west of Norfleet's house, and on the morning of the 28th it

opened fire on the Swan and Commerce, two unarmed steamers which

jijissed down the river from Suffolk.

On April 30 the enemy opened fire from a battery of three heavy guns

at Le Compte's house on the West Branch. After a short engagement

with the gunboats and the two 20-pounder Parrotts, under Captain

Morris, in Port Stevens, the battery was silenced.

On May 2 I received orders to make a reconnaissance on the Provi-

dence Church road the following day.

The operations of the 3d instant constituted a reconnaissance designed

to a.scertain the number and position of the enemy's force and his move-

ments. They were threefold. The main force was to advance on the

Providence Church road, while two expeditions were to cross the Nanse-

mond below at different points, seize Keed's Ferry, and feel the enemy's

left. Tiie One hundred and third and Eighty-ninth Regiments New
York Volunteers, supported by the Twenty-fifth New Jersey and Thir-

teenth New Hampshire, crossing the bridge over the river, deployed as

skirmishers on the right and left of the road and advanced, driving the

enemy back from position to position until he took refuge m his rifle-

pits and batteries. Hasbrouck's battery followed along the road, and,

with the assistance of Davis' battery, kept silent the enemy's artillery.

Major Wheelan, with four companies (rf' the Mounted Eifles, followed

20 E E—VOL XVIIT
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Uasbrouck's battery but was not brought into action. The Connecticut

regiments, Eleventh, Fifteenth, and Sixteenth, under General Harland,

Ibilowed and supported the advance, relieving: the advance regiments

as they exhausted their ammunition and holding the ground already

gained; Colonel Onderdonk's cavalry, the One hundred and forty-third,

One hundred and forty-fourth, and One hundred and seventieth Eegi-

ments Kew York Volunteers, constituted the reserve, under the com-

mand of Colonel Mclvor, of the One hundred and seventieth Kegiment

New York Volunteers.

The enemy was found strongly posted at the forks of the Providence

Church and' Reed's Ferry roads. An earthwork on his left rested on a

swamp, from which strong rifle-pits extended across his whole front

and rested on his rigbt on a branch of the river. It will be seen that

the position could not be turned, and to carry it a direct assault had to

be made on the front, which, even if successful, must inevitably have

resulted in a great sacrilice of life. It was determined, therefore, on

consultation with the major-general commanding, that the objects of the

reconnaissance, in revealing the position and force of the enemy, were

attained as far as was possible under the circumstances, and therefore

nothing remained but to withdraw with as little loss as possible. Ac-

cordingly, the rifle-pits on the enemy's side next the draw-bridge were

manned by the One hundred and seventieth New York Volunteers, and
the whole force was rapidly and quietly withdrawn without the loss of a

man. The movem'eut was completed by (3 p. m. and the bridge taken up.

We lost in this engagement Col. Benjamin Ringold, of the One hun-

dred and third Eegiment New York Volunteers, a most gallant and val-

uable officer, who fell at the head of his regiment late in the afternoon.*

Meanwhile the Fourth Rhode Island Volunteers crossed in boats at

Hill's Point at daylight and advanced across the field toward the woods,

but, encountering a superior force of the enemy advantageously posted

in the woods, they were comjielled, after considerable skirmishing, to

withdraw upon Hill's Point, from whence they were withdrawn to

this side the following night. The Fourth Rhode Island was assisted

by a boat howitzer from the Commodore Barney and by a detachment
of the One hundred and seventeenth New York Volunteers. The
Twenty-lirst Conuecticut, a section of Vallee's battery. Fourth Wiscon-
sin, and a sergeant and 10 men from the Mounted Ritles, under command
of Major Crosby, of the Twenty-first Connecticut, crossed the river near
Sleepy Hole, with the assistance of the gunboats, and advanced to

Chuckatuck, where they drove out some 300 of the enemy's cavalry,

part of which retreated on the route leading to Isle of "Wight and the

remainder on the road leading to Everett's iJridge, some 3 miles above
Reed's Ferry. Skirmishing all the way, they pushed forward to Reed's
Ferry, which they occupied after a brisk skirmish, in which they cap-

tured a lieuteiuint and 15 men. Being unable to comnmnicate with our
forces on the left, the Fourth Rhode Island, or the main advance. Major
Crosby, moved dov/n the left bank of the West Branch to the Nause-
mond and took up an intrenched camp, from which he was withdrawn
the following day. He lost 2 killed and 4 wounded.
On May 5 the commanding general published General Orders, No. 31,

announcing the retreat of the enemy.
On the 7th, Field Orders, No. 14, were issued, disposing the troops of

this division as follows, which positions they now occupy: The Second

* Return of the Seventh Army Corps, Department of Virginia, for the month of May,
1863, gives the following casualties in this affair: Sixty killed and -wounded.
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river,

The ainomit of work performed by troops on this line, taken in con-nection with the great amount of picket duty necessitated by the extent
,it the hnc and the incessant watchfulness imposed by the' presence of
Jie daring and enterprising enemy in great force, is astounding. On thenont from Fort Halleck to Battery Onondaga, there have been thrown

7

something over 10 feet on top, were constructed. In addition to whicJisome 10 miles of entirely new roads, including several bridges over
impassable creeks and marshes and miles of corduroying, were made.Much of the work was done under the fire of the enemy's sharpsliooters,who proved exceedingly annoying during the whole course of the siege,
ihese results could not have been obtained had I not had the efficient
support ol Colonels Button and Pease, commanding tiie upper and lower
defenses respectively, and their officers and men. Eoth of these offi-
cers worked day and night.

Colonel Dntton, in addition to his duties as a commanding officer, was
also obliged to assume those of an engineer, and personally laid ont and
constructed many of the most important works on this line.
Lieutenant Murray, of Battery A, Fifth U. S. Artillery, was also of

great serNice in constructing works. Fort Lamson and a battery next
below Dr. Council's was laid out by him.
The services of Colonel Derrom, in constructing roads and bridges,

were of the utmost value. Without the bridge constructed by him
across Broer's Creek it is doubtful whether the line of the river could
have been held with the small force at my disposal.

Colonel Stevens, also, of the Thirteenth New Hampshire, is deserving
of credit. Both Colonels Stevens and Derrom displayed zeal, judg-
ment, and courage on the 3d instant.
The whole deportment of the troops was excellent; with a single ex-

ception there was no complaint. Every order was obeyed with the
utmost cheerfulness, and the same men who came oft' picket duty in.the
morning went on fatigue duty at night without a murmur.
The artillery is especially deserving of great credit. Captain Morris,

Ninth New York Volunteers, with a battery of 20-pounder Parrotts,
with the assistance of three lOpounder Parrotts of Captain Beger's
battery, silenced most effectually the enemy's battery at Norfleet's, and
afterward rendered good servicein silencing his batteries at LeCompte's.
The services of the signal officers, Lieutenants Thayer and Murray,

were great, and rendered always cheerfully and promptly.
I cannot close this report without acknowledging the important serv-

ices rendered by the naval forces co-operating in the river, a tribute

which they have richly merited. Lieutenants Cushing and Lamson
and the officers and men of their commands have shown that in their

country's service they know no fear, and that the old breed of naval
heroes is not extinct; but to Lieutenant Lamson in particular, whose
gallantry exhibited in his engagements at Norfieet's and at Hill's Point
has been fully equaled by the willingness and desire he has shown on
all ocxjasions to co operate with the land forces and to do everything
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for the good of the service, my thauks are clue. But in ackiiowledgiug
the services of meritorious ofBcers I must not oinit those of my own
staff. To their services I am myself a witness, and with great pleasure
am I able to state that in every emergency they have responded to the
call made upon them with alacrity and willingness. Captain Gardner,
assistant adjutant-general ; Lieutenants McKechnie and Faxon, aides-

de-camp; Dr. Humphreys, medical director, and Lieutenant Ilerbert,

ordnance officer, did their whole duty, and in this -is comprised every-
thing.

Capt. Hazard Stevens, assistant adjutant-general, whose distinguished
services and conduct have been acknowledged in previous reports, was
particularly conspicuous throughout the operations above recited. On
all occasions, whether in the discharge of his legitimate duties in the
trenches, reconnoitering, or on the field under the enemy's fire, he
evinced an earnestness and devotion worthy of emulation and deserv-
ing the highest praise.

1 append lists* of officers and men of the Eighty-ninth New York
and Eighth Connecticut Volunteers, who participated in the storming
of the enemy's battery at Hill's Point ; also reports of brigade, battery,
and regimental commanders. Lists of casualties already transmitted.

t

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. W. GETTY,

Brigadier- General, Commanding Division.
Maj. B. B. Foster,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Suffolk, Va.

No. 16.

Report of Col. Harrison S. FaircMld, Higldy-ninth Jsfew Yorlc Infantry,
commanding First Brigade.

Hdqes. First Brig., Third Div., Ninth Army Corps,
Near Sufollc, Va., May 1, 1803.

Sir : In compliance to circular orders from Headquarters, Third Di-
vision, dated May 5, 1863, I have the honor to submit the following re-
port:

On the evening of April 11, by your orders, I sent two companies of
the Tenth New Hampshire to Fort Halleck, and on the morning of the
12th the remaining eight companies of this regiment were sent to relieve
the Eighty-ninth New York Volunteers, on picket at the Jericho Canal,
and the Eighty-ninth Regiment ordered to Fort Montgomery.
On the 13th the Tenth New Hampshire Volunteers was relieved bv

the Thirteenth New Hampshire Volunteers and returned to camp. On
the afternoon of A]iril 13 the One hundred and third Regiment New
lork Volunteers was sent to the front, on the right of Fort Union, and
the Ninth New York Volunteers was held in reserve between Forts
Union and McClellan until evening and then sent to Fort Nansemond.
On the same afternoon the eight companies of the Tenth New Hamp-
shire Volunteers were sent to the Nansemond River, below Jericho
Canal, near the small-pox hospital. This disposition of the regiments

• Not found. tEmbodied in revised statement, p. 286.
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Of the brigade, and subsequently placed under different commanders
otlier than tbe brigade commander, remained so until April 23, when
V ^l;v'^-,^,[^^,^"is assumed command of this brigade by Special Or-
ders, No. 100, dated Headquarters Third Division, April 23, 1863

rr,-\
Saturday, May 2, by Sjiecial Orders, No. 109, dated Headquarters

Ihird Division, May 2, 1863, 1 again assumed command of the brigade,
but having no command assigned me on the front with any portion of
the brigade, consequently not being in a position personally to observe
the actions of the several regiments, I can only submit reports of the
regimental commanders, giving an account of their operations, and a list
ot casualties in each regiment, which are herewith inclosed.*

General, I have the honor to be, j'ours, very respectfully,
H. S. PAIECHILb,

,-, , ^ Colonel, Commandinq.
General George \V. Getty,

Commanding Third Division, Ninth Army Corps.

No. 17.

Reports of Col. William R. Fease, One hundred and seventeenth New York
Infantry.

Hdqes. One hundred and seventeetnh N. Y. Vols.,
Calhoun's Point, Va., April 19, 1863—11.30 a. m.

General : I have the honor to report about 10.15 a. m. to-day a new
rebel battery, opposite Stevens' battery at this Point, opened fire on the
g-unboat below here. They fired two or three shots before the boat
replied. The boats from above moved down to a point opposite this
camp and oi)ened fire. Stevens' battery opened as soon as possible and
very satisfactorily. A new battery of the enemy, heretofore unknown
to us, below the old battery, oi>ened the fire, and we believe that it has
been j)rctty eflectually silenced. I filled the rifle-pits, dug last night,
with t-har])sliooters, and a brisk fire has been kept up on their sharp-
shooters. Tlie enemy have not replied to the fire of the battery on this
Point. Tliey have not fired for the last forty minutes. The gunboats
are firing occasionally. All is well. No casualties known.

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant,

W. E. PEASE.
General Getty,

Commanding Third Division.

Headquarters,
Calhoun's Point, Va., April 21, 1863.

Caftain: I have the honor to report that at o'clock p. m. yester-

day 1 received an order from the commanding general to hold the One
liundred and seventeenth New York Volunteers and a section of the
Fourth Wisconsin Battery in readiness to march to the landing at Dr.
Council's house and embark for Hill's Point in case the party sent
against the enemy's work at that place were successful. The place was

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 286.
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carried about 7 o'clock p. m., and this command marched immediately.
On arriving at Dr. Council's no boat was ready to take the command
over. About 10 o'clock p. m. Captain Vallee received an order to return
with his section of artillery to Calhoun's Point. The One hundred and
seventeenth New York Volunteers, 720 stroug, remained in the road
until about 12 p. m., and received an order to report to Colonel Donohoe,
Tenth New Hampshire Volunteers, about IJ miles above Dr. Council's.

The regiment reported as ordered, and about 2.30 p. m. on the 20th an
order was sent to send four companies of the One Iiundred and seven-
teenth New York Volunteers back to Dr. Council's house to embark for

Hill's Poiut. A s])ecial order was received from the commanding gen-
eral for the colonel of the One hundred and seventeenth New York Vol-
unteers to take command of the four comjianies of his regiment and
accompany them to Hill's Poiut. Companies D, F, H, and K were the
companies sent over; they arrived at 4 o'clock p. m. and began to in-

trench. A detail was made from the companies to furnish skirmishers.
The skirmishers were deployed and exchanged shots with the enemy, in
which First Sergt. William Casselman, Company D, One hundred and
seventeenth New York Volunteers, was severely wounded in the right
leg by a rifle-ball from the enemy's skirmishers. The first fire applied
to the building on Hill's Point was set by Second Lieut. D. B. Magill,
One hundred and seventeenth New Y'ork Volunteers, who volunteered
to perform the service. At 10 o'clock a. m. on the 20th the remainder
of the regiment arrived and reported and were set to work intrenching.
At 3 o'clock p. m. the order to evacuate the Point was issued. The em-
barkation commenced on one of the gunboats, and after landing about
400 men on the marsh opposite Hill's Point the small boats were substi-
tuted, and the crossing of all was completed about 12.30 a. m. on the
morning of the 21st. All reached their old camp in safety.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. R. PEASE,

Colonel, Comdg. One hundred and seventeenth N". Y. Vols.

Capt. Hazakd Stevens,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Ninth Army Corps.

Hdqes. One hundred and seventeenth N. Y. Vols.,
Calhoun^s Point, Va., April 22, 1863—8.30 a. m.

Captain : I have the honor to report all quiet on this end of the line.
No movement of the enemy discovered last night ; no evidences of any
parties working during the night. If we could have the use of a 12-
l>ounder boat howitzer it would be very eflective indeed in preventing
the enemy from placing artillery in the battery on the opposite shore.
Captain Morris informs me that the howitzer can be obtained from Cap-
tain Cushing, on the gunboat. I have a four-gun battery nearly com-
pleted, and respectfully request that the remainder of Captain Vallee's
pieces be sent down. Tixeve was no movement of the gunboats during
the night.

Very respectfully, captain, your obedient servant,

W. E. PEASE,
Colonel, Comdg. One hundred and seventeenth N. T. Vols.

Captain Stevens,
Assistant Adjutant- GeneraJ,
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HEADQUAETEKS CALHOtlN'S PoiNT, VA.,
May 1, 18G3.

Captain: L have the honor to report the gunboats all below Hill's
Point. They were fired upon while moving down about 7 o'clock p. m
yesterday. The officer in command of the picket at Hill's Point last
night reports that about 9.40 p. m. his sentinels saw men approaching
in small parties of 2 and 3, and our men who were on guard in advance
of the rifle-pits opened fire upon them. The enemy returned it and con-
tinued to advance, increasing in numbers. Our sentinelsfcll back, firing
and the men behind the rifle-pit opened lire; but the enemy still ad-
vanced and greatly outnumbered our party. Our men took to the boats
and on reaching the boats not a piece was loaded to give the signal
agreed upon in case they were obliged to retreat. The officer in com-
mand, Lieutenant Magill, then fired three shots from his revolver, which
was the signal, and aU put off. They reached the opposite bank in
safety a few minutes past 10 o'clock p. ui. There was no firing from the
enemy after the boats reached the shore, but in going they fired several
volleys. There is nothing in reference to the enemy's batteries since 7
o'clock p. m. yesterday. The 30-pounder Parrott has not arrived.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. R. PEASE,
Colonel, Commanding.

Capt. Hazard Stevens,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Ninth Army Corps.

Headquaetees Caxhoun's Point, Va.,
May 1, 1SG3—8.45 p. m.

Captain: I have the honor to report that I this morning sent Lieu-
Tenant Eisley, of the One hundred and seventeenth ISfew York Volun-
teers, with 30 men of his regiment, across the river with orders to ad-
vance as far as possible, and gain such information as he could of the
movements of the enemy. He landed and sent a party of his men out as
skirmishers, advancing slowly; seeing some indications of the enemy, 1

ordered him to return to the rifle-pits until I could send f(jr one of the
gunboats to come up and protect his left ilank and rear. At 1.30 p. m.,

there being no indications that we were to receive any assistance from
the gunboat, I directed Lieutenant Eisley to advance slowly and go as
far as he could. He started and found no iiiijx'diment to his progress;
he passed four batteries in the woods along the marsh on the riglit bank
of the West Branch all bearing on the river. He reports that the enemy
ke])t the right bank of the West Branch very strongly picketed. He
passed on to the battery on the hill at Le Compte's house. The position

is a very strong one; an excavation made behind a fence, revetted with
timbers and two embrasures; rifle-])its on the right and rear of the

buildings. Lieutenant Eisley sent a citizen and a negro, both of whom
I sent to headquarters of the division.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P.. PEASE,

Colonel, Commanding.

Capt. Hazard §tevens,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Ninth Army Corps.
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No. 18.

Report of Brip. Gen. Edicard Ilarland, U. S. Army, commanding Second
Brigade.

Hdqks. [Second Beig.,] Third Div., Ninth Army Corps.
Suffolk, Va., May C, 18G3.

Captain : I have tlie honor to submit the following report of the

movements of the troops of this brigade from April 11 to the present

time:
On the afternoon of April 11 the brigade was placed under arms in

consequence of the approach of the enemy. I received orders from
General Peck to hold my command in readiness to support either Gen-
eral Terry or Colonel Foster, who had commands, respectively, on the

rijrht and left of Fort Nansemond.
The troops remained under arms during the night, and on the morn-

ing of the 12th, by order of General Peck, I sent the Eighth and Six-

teenth Eegiments Connecticut Volunteers to occupy a portion of the

breastworks on the right of Fort Union. About noon of the same day
I received verbal instructions from Brigadier-General Corcoran to take
command of the line of defenses between Forts Union and McOlellan.

On the morning of the 14th the entire brigade was posted along the

line of breastworks under my command. That evening, by order of

General Peck, I sent the Eighth Connecticut to report to General Getty
for instructions, since which time the regiment has not been under my
command.
On April 18 1 was ordered to take command of the line of defenses

extending from Fort Halleck to Battery Onondaga. The Eleventh and
Fifteenth Eegiments reported to me on April 28 and the Sixteenth on
the 29th.

Nothing of any importance occurred imtil May 3, when, with the
Eleventh, Fifteenth, and Sixteenth Eegiments, I took part in the re-

connaissance on the Providence Church road. The regiments crossed
the Nansemond at the draw-bridge at about 9 o'clock on the morning of
May 3. Immediately after the brigade liad crossed the bridge the One
hundred and third and Eighty-ninth New York, in the advance, engaged
the enemy's pickets. The brigade halted, and remained in this posi-

tion until about 12 m., when I crossed the river to confer with General
Getty, and received .orders from him to send one regiment to support
the One hundred and third New York, which was reported to be with-
out ammunition, and also to return and take the general direction of
the movement.

I recrossed and sent the Sixteenth Connecticut, under command of
Colonel Beach, up to the support of the One hundred and third Eegi-
ment, and having reached said regiment relieved it. After relieving
the One hundred and third the Sixteenth engaged the enemy and
moved forward a short distance until the right of the regiment rested
on the bank of the river. This position was held by the regiment until
night, when the troops were withdrawn to the other side of the river.

Soon after sending the Sixteenth Connecticut to support the One
hundred and third Now York I received word fron^ Colonel Derrom,
commanding the Twenty -fifth New Jersey, on the right of the road, that
he needed support ; also word to the same effect from Colonel Stevens,
commauding the Thirteenth New Hampshire, which was op the left of
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the road. I sent tbe Fifteentli Connecticut, under Ooloucl Upham to
re-enforce the right, and the Eleventh Connecticut, under Colonel St'ed-man, to re-enforce the left.

The reports of the commanders of these different regiments are here-with forwarded, by which it will be seen that their positions did notvary materially during the rest of the day. The general position re-mained the same throughout the day, with the exception that part ofthe artillery took up a more advanced position about 5 p. m., by order
of Genera Getty About the same time I placed the One hundred and •

lorty-third ]Sew \orlc, one of the regiments held in reserve in the or-
chard, on the left of the road. The regiment was deployed in a direc-
tion i)arallel to the line of battle, the right resting about 100 yards in
rear of the left of the advance while the left of the regiment rested ona bay that set back from the river.
About sunset Captain Stevens, of General G-etty's staff, informed me

that General Getty wished me to withdraw the troops to the other side
ot the river as soon as I could, under cover of night; that he desired
the pickets withdrawn last, and that he wished one section of Howard's
battery and one of Davis' battery to remain until the bulk of the troops
had crossed. Captain Stevens indicated the positions which General
Getty desired those sections of batteries to occupy. He also stated
that General Getty wished me to direct Colonel Derroni, of the Twenty-
fitth New Jersey, to make a detail of men from his regiment to take
up the bridge after the troops had all crossed, and to superintend the
work himself. I sent one staff officer to give the necessary orders to
the troops on the right of the road and another to those on the left.
Before these staff' officers returned Lieutenant Faxon, aide-de-camp of
(General Getty informed me that General Getty wished to see me at
General Peck's headquarters. I found General Getty, who told me that
he had given orders that four pieces of Davis' battery instead of two
were to remain to protect the troops in falling back, and that Colonel
Davis, of the Eegiment, would sjiperintend the taking of the
bridge instead of Colonel Derrom, and that he wished me to have a
detail of men sufficient for that purpose report to Colonel Davis at the
bridge. General Getty further directed me to place one of the regi-
ments which had been held in reserve during the day in the rifle-pits on
the left bank of the river, to serve as a rear guard. I went to the other
side of the river to superintend the withdrawal of the forces.
After the troops had all crossed the river except the One hundred

and seventieth New York, which was then marching from the rifle-i)its

(where it had been placed to serve as a rearguard to the bridge), I saw
Lieutenant Faxon, who informed me that it was not General Getty's in-

tentions that the troops should be withdrawn until further orders were
received from him; that he had heard that the enemy were retreating,
and if so he wished to be in a position to follow them up in the morning.
The movement had then been conducted so far that in a few minutes all

the troops would be across. I therefore did not order the crossing to
cease, but waited until the last had crossed and then reported in person
to General Getty that the troops were across and that Colonel Davis
was commencing to take up the bridge. General Getty repeated what
Lieutenant Faxon had informed me—that it was not his intention to

have the forces withdrawn until ordered by him. As the rumor that
the enemy were retreating proved to bo true it is to be regretted that
this singular misunderstanding should have arisen.

I forward herewith regimental reports of tbe movemeutis of tlje (Jif-
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fereut regimeuts in this brigade from April 11 to April 30, and rejiorts

of the commanders of the Eleventh, Fifteenth, and Sixteenth llegi-

uients of tiie part taken by their respective regiments in the recon-

naissance of the 3d instant. Lists of casualties have already been
forwarded.*

I am, cai)tain, very respectfallj', your obedient servant,

EDWAED HAKLAND,

CnAELES T. Gaednee,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Brigadier- Oeneral, Commanding.

No. 19.

Report of Col. John U. Ward, FAghth Connecticut Infantry, of the capture

of Battery Ruger, April 19.

Hdqes. Eighth Eegiment Connecticut Vols.,
Suffollz, Va., May G, 1863.

(Jeneeal : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part

taken bv my regiment in the capture of the rebel battery at Fort Huger,
April 1<J, 1803.

On the afternoon of April 19, in accordance with orders from General

Getty, I marched from my bivouac with six companies (130 men) of my
regiment and embarked on the gunboat Stepping Stones, in company
with Lieutenant-Colonel England and about 150 men of the Eighty-ninth

New York Volunteers. We were landed at Hill's Point, in the rear of

Fort Iluger, a little before sunset, immediately charged upon the works,
and after a very short struggle captured the fort, with five pieces of

artillery, a large quantity of ammunition, and about 130 prisoners, in-

chuling 7 ollicers. Having taken possession we immediately proceeded
to ])lace the ca])tured guns in position to resist any attempt of the enemy
to retake the Point, and commenced intrenching ourselves as well as
possible with the means at our disposal.

Ilc-enforcements, including the other four companies of my regiment,
s(jon arrived, and all were cnqjloycd during the night in constructing rifle-

])its, removing ammunition from the fort, and performing picket duty.
At about 10 o'clock our pickets stationed a short distance outside the
iort were attacked and driven in, but were immediately reposted and
held their position until the regiment was relieved at noon the follow-

ing day.
The loss of my regiment in this affair was I killed, 4 severely wounded,

and several others very shghtly injured. A list* of the names of the
killed and wounded is forwarded herewith.

Very respectfully, yours,

J. EDWAED WAED,
Colonel Eighth Regiment Connecticut Volunteers.

Brig. Gen. J. D. Williams,
Adjutant-General State of Connecticut.

' Embodied in revised statement, p. 287.
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No. 20.

Reports of Col. Griffin A. Stcdman, Jr., Eleventh Connecticut Infantry.

Hdqes. Eleventh Connecticut Volunteees,
May 3, 1803.

Sir : I liave the honor to report that the Eleventh liegiment Connec-
ticut Volunteers crossed the Kanseinond Eiver at the draw-bridge this

morning, lieing part of the Second Brigade, Third Division. About
midday it was ordered to the front to support the Thirteenth New
Hampshire Volunteers, which was skirmishing on the left of the new
Providence Church road. By order of Colonel Stevens, in charge of

the troops in that place, the regiment was deployed and became a part
of the line of skirmishers. After advancing some distance into the
woods (oO rods) the line halted, by command of Colonel Stevens, and
remained in that position until withdrawn by command of Brigadier-
General Hariand. During this time the line was within 20 yards of the
enemy and exchanged shots constantly.

Casualties : Capt. Randall H. Eicc, Company A, wounded in leg and
in the arm; both wounds serious. Private John Bracken, Company
F, wounded in the abdomen ; Private Samuel Bassett, Company A,
wounded in the knee; and Private Auguste Didier, Company I, missing;

he was sent forward and did not return ; supposed to have been shot

or captured. The regiment marched with 220 enlisted men and 20

oflScers, and returned to camp without a straggler.

Eespectfullj', your obedient servant,
GEIFFIN A. STEDMAN, Jk.,

Colonel Eleventh Connecticut Volunteers.

Lieut. H. P. Gates,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Brigade.

Hdqes. Eleventh Connecticut Volunteers,
Buffollc, Va., May 5, 1863.

Sir : In compliance with Special Orders, No. 78, dated Headquarters

Second Brigade, Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, May 1, 1863, I

have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of this

regiment from April 11 to April 30

:

At the time of the alarm the regiment was ordered under arms and

remained so until the evening of April 12, when the men were allowed

to go to their quarters for the night.

On the morning of the 13th it was ordered to the parapet, on Foster's

front, between Forts Union and McClellan.

On April 24 it composed a part of a reconuoitering force on the Eden-

ton road, under Brigadier-General (Jorcoran. During this reconnais-

sance the regiment was deployed as skirmishers. Casualties were 1 man
killed and 1 wounded.
On the 28th ultimo it was relieved from duty on Foster's front and

leceived orders to report to Brigadier-General Hariand, on the river

front, where it still remains.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
GRIFFIN A. STEDMAN, Jr.,

Colonel Eleventh Connecticut Volunteers.

Lieut, n. P. Gates,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General,
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No. 21.

Report of Col. Arthur H. Button, Twenty-first Connecticut Infantry, com
manding Third Brigade.

Hdqrs. Third Brig., Third Div., Ninth Army Corps,
Suffollc, Va., May — , 1863.

Captain: I have the honor to submit the followiug report of recent
operatious

:

Early in the month of April my command was constituted as follows:

The Fourth Khode Island and Thirteenth New Hampshire Volunteers,
stationed on the Norfolk and Petersburg Kailroad, three-quarters of a
mile north of Suffolk ; the Twenty-fifth New Jersey Volunteers, on Jericho
Creek, three-quarters of a mile northwest of the above, and the Twenty-
first Connecticut Volunteers, on the Nansemond Eiver, 3 miles below
Suffolk. The latter regiment had just commenced the work now known
as Fort Connecticut, and on April 8 was joined by three companies of

the Thirteenth New Hampshire, under Major Storer.

Ou the lOth ultimo, information having been received that the enemy
was advancing from the Blackwater, I was ordered to proceed, with the
Fourth Rhode Island, the Thirteenth New Hampshire, and the One hun-
dred and third New York, to a point on the Nansemoud opposite the
mouth of Western Branch, fortify the position, open direct communica-
tion with the Twenty-first Connecticut, and hold the entire line between
the said point and the mouth of Jericho Creek, to prevent any crossing
of the enemy. Below this point the river was safely held by gunboats.
The command arrived at the point designated about midnight. At sun-
rise the work ou the fortifications commenced; trees were felled, rifle-

])its made. Battery Stevens commenced, and Lieutenant Bruce, of my
staff, reconnoitered a site for a military road to the camp of the Twenty-
first Connecticut. A road was already iu progress from tiie latter camp
direct to Jericho Creek, and only awaited the completion of a trestle
bridge over Broer's Creek, under charge of Colonel Derrom, Twenty-fifth
New .Jersey.

On the evening of tlie 11th, however, orders were received to return
instantly to Suffolk. No means of transportation being at hand, it be-
came necessary to leave a considerable quantity of baggage and a small
guard. The battalion of Major Storer was retained at Fort Connecticut,
with instructions to maintain a strict watch on all sides to prevent a
crossing of the enemy, if possible, and, if forced to retreat, to do so by
way of the new road, destroying camp equipage, &c., and demolishing 1 he
trestle bridge. No attack being made, ou the lollowing day our i)osition
was strengthened. I was assigned to the command of the line of defense
included between Forts Halleck and Jericho. On this line I threw up
rifle-pits and posted the troops in the most advantageous manner for con-
centration upon any given point, while at the same time I held myself
iu readiness to support General Corcoran, ou my immediate right, should
his be the line attacked. Not thinking it safe to send a train of wagons
for the abandoned baggage, I dispatched two or three at a time to Bat-
tery Stevens, aud by thismeaus transferred everythingin safety from that
point to my headquarters. Six men from the Fourth Rhode Island re-
mained there permanently to observe the enemy. The baggage of the
Twenty-first Connecticut was transferred by hand over Broer's Creek
and thence by wagons to its camp.
On the 12th the Fourth Rhode Island was assigned to the command

of Brigadier-General Corcoran,
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Ou the 13tL tbo Niueteentli Wisconsin was assigned to my command
and on the day following the Ninth Vermont also reported to me. '

On the 15th my line of defense was extended to Battery Onoiida"-a
at the mouth of Jericho Creek. It may sufacc here to remark that all
])oints of the defenses have been constantly strengthened each day since
the commencement of the siege, all soldiers, including pickets, being
required to labor day and night on the intrenchments.
On Tuesday, the 14th, the enemy having, from a battery nearly op-

posite the small-pox hospital, engaged and damaged the naval forces on
the river, I was ordered to reconnoiter positions for counter batteries
and superintend their construction. Under the supervision of the gen-
eral commanding division I constructed Batteries Kimball and Morris,
the Tenth and Thirteenth New Hampshire and Eighth Connecticut biv-
ouacking near at hand as supports.
Early on the morning of the 15th these batteries, consisting of two

20-pounder Parrotts, two 3-inch rifled guns, and three 10 pounder Par-
rotts, bemg detachments from the Second and Fourth Wisconsin and
Jlorris' Independent Batteries, opened fire, and by 10 o'clock the rebels
ceased to reply.

On the 17th the Ninth Vermont Volunteers i)roceeded to Fort Con-
necticut. Meantime the military road from Suflolk to Fort Stevens had
been completed by the Twenty-fifth New Jersey Volunteers, five com-
panies of which regiment were in camp at Broer's Creek.
On April 18 General Harland superseded me in command of the troops

on the Jericho, and I was assigned to duty on the 19th on the line of the
Nansemond, making my headquarters at Fort Connecticut.
On the evening of the 19th the rebel battery of five guns at Hill's

Point was captured by detachments from the Eighth Connecticut and
the Eighty-ninth New York. The following is an account of the capture
of the Hill's Point Battery on the Nansemond Eiver

:

Shortly before sunset the gunboats on the river and the four rifled

guns at and near Battery Stevens (two 20-pounder Parrotts, Captain
Morris, and two 3-inch ordnance guns. Captain Vallee) 0])ened a terrific

fire upon the rebel battery. Meantime detachments from the Eighty-
ninth New York, Lieutenant-Colonel England, and the Eighth Connec-
ticut, Colonel Ward, embarked on the gunboat Stepping Stones, Lieu-
tenant Lamson, at a point about a mile above the battery. Protected
by the artillery fire the gunboat boldly steamed down the river and ran
close to the shore, about 200 yards above the rebel work—the shore at
the point being an abrupt bluff. Immediately the troops disembarked,
wading to their waists in water, ascended the bluft', and with loud cheers
charged on the rear of the fort. Meantime the gunboat's crew had landed
four boat howitzers, placed them in position, and opened on the fort.

The enemy, taken completely by surprise, were able to discharge but
two or three volleys of musketry and one gun, when our troops entei-ed

the work and captured the entire party, consisting of 7 oflicers and 130

n)en, with five brass guns and a large supply of ammunition.
I was now directed by Brigadier-General Getty to assume command

of the post and put it in a state of defense during the night. The force

at my disposal for this pur|)ose consisted of detachments of the Eighth
Connecticnt, Eighty-ninth New York, Tenth New Hampshire, and Ninth
Vermont, in all about 700 men. The soldiers, although fatigued and
fasting, worked with a most commendable zeal to intrench themselves,

as wo fully expected an attack in the morning.

To the two detachments first named especial credit is due. They
had been under arms nearly all day ; had Tnost gallantly captured the
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battery in the eveuiug; liad beeu a considerable time witliont food,

and were drenched with the water through which they were forced to

wade in landing, yet not a murmur was heard from them throughout.
I forward herewith a sketch from memory, showing the location of

the rebel battery and the works thrown up for our own defense. Half
an hour before daylight our preparations were nearly complete and the

troops in position. The artillery was massed on the left, covering the
point of disembarkation, three guns being in Battery A and one how-
itzer in Battery D. All were loaded with canister and directed to

sweep the plain by which the enemy must approach. One howitzer

was disabled, the trail of the carriage being broken. My design was
to defend the entire line if possible, and if forced to abandon a portion

to withdraw the troops on the right across the ravine and concentrate

my entire force upon the left, which, besides being the strongest posi-

tion, also covered the communication with the naval forces.

At early daylight a line of the enemy's skirmishers was discovered

advancing about 1,000 yards distant. They covered themselves behind
trees and fences and a few were observed entering a house a few hun-

dred yards in front of our left.

About this time the One hundred and seventeenth New York, Colonel

Pease, and a section of Gilliss' battery (A, Fifth U. S. Artillery) arrived

and were duly posted, the latter in Battery C and subsequently in Bat-

tery B.
It now became apparent that the enemy did not meditate an attack,

but contented himself with annoying our pickets by occasional scatter-

ing shots. I accordingly gave direction that the house above alluded
to should be fired and the woods shelled. This being accomplished we
were troubled no more.
During the day (20th) our troops continued to strengthen the defenses,

but in the afternoon orders were received to evacuate the place. This
was done by the assistance of the naval forces. The intrenching tools,

artillery, limber-chests, &c., were placed aboard the gunboat Stepping
Stones before dark, quakers being substituted in the batteries; but
(luring the process the ebbing tide left the steamer aground, and fears
were entertained that the enemy might attack us before she floated
again, in which event the destruction of the vessel and the loss of much
material might have resulted. Immediately after dark, however, the
process of ferrying the troops across the river in row-boats commenced
and was safely accomplished by midnight; meantime the steamer was
got oft' ill safety. The evacuation was thus completed without the loss
of a man or a single article of property.

In this connection I cannot forbear paying a tribute to. the valor and
energy of the naval forces under Lieutenant Lainson. This gallant
ofBcer has at all times shown himself most willing to render invaluable
assistance to the land forces with men and material, tearlessly imperil-
ing the safety of himself, his men, and his vessels.
The day following the evacuation of Hill's Point I was assigned to

the command of all the troops on the Nansemond from Jericho Creek to
Dr. Council's place. They consisted of the Tenth New Hampshire Vol-
unteers, the Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers, the Thirteenth New
Hampshire Volunteers, the Eighth Connecticut Volunteers, the Twenty-
second Connecticut Volunteers, the Ninth Vermont Volunteers, Gilliss'
battery (A, Fifth U. S. Artillery), three guns of Beger's (Second Wis-
consin ) battery, four guns of Vallee's (Fourth Wisconsin ) battery, one 20-
pouuder Parrott (unassigned), and four guns captured from the enemy.
The Thirteenth New Hampshire replaced the Nineteenth Wisconsin,
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wliich regiuient, by command of General Getty, has been sent to Suffolk
for disgraceful conduct. The infantry and artillery was advantageously
posted along the river and the fortifications advanced daily. No action
occurred previous to May 3 except continual firing between opposing
batteries and pickets.

On the night preceding May 3, as a part of a combined movement,
I was directed to send the Fourth Ehode Island Volunteers across the
Nausemond at Hill's Point in row-boats, to march thence at daybreak
and occupy the Suffolk and Smithfield road near its junction with the
Providence Church road, communicating with the Twenty-first Connec-
ticut at Eeed's Ferry, on the West Branch; also to cross the Twenty-
first Connecticut some 3 miles lower down with a section of Vallee's bat-

tery and a squad of cavalry. This force was to advance to Chuckatuck
and communicate with the Fourth Ehode Island at Eeed's Ferry.

The latter force crossed, as directed, under command of Major Crosby,

and marched to Chuckatuck, his progress being constantly impeded by
the enemy's skirmishers, who resisted his advance with tenacity although

in small force. Eeachiug Chuckatuck he did not consider it safe to send

a detachment to Eeed's Ferry, and therefore proceeded to that place

with his entire column. Not meeting the Fourth Ehode Island at that

point, as exi)ected, and having no other means of communicating with

co-operative forces—the Eeed's FeiTy Bridge being burned—he marched
down the West Branch to the Nansemond, losing some half a dozen

men. His march was impeded from beginning to end by the enemy's

skirmishers, but his movements were continued regardless of obstacles.

His regimetit behaved with great gallantry. While already nearly ex-

hausted with fatigue and picket duty it performed in twelve hours a

march of 18 miles, 8 miles of which were through an enemy's country,

drove its opponent before it, and brought in 10 prisoners, including 1

officer. For further details of Major Crosby's march I refer to his graphic

report, herewith forwarded.

Meantime Lieutenant-Colonel Buflum, with the Fourtli Ehode Island,

250 strong, occupied the opposite shore before daybreak, but not bemg

familiar with localities disembarked by mistake half a mile above Hill's

Point. I had urged upon him the importance of taking a guide, which,

however, he declined to do, pleading a perfect understanding of the

position. I joined his command at daybreak and instantly saw the

misfortune that might have resulted from his error had the enemy

occupied Hill's Point in any force, as, by holding the intrenchmcnts

there thrown up by me on April 20, they might have easily kept us

awnv Wc, liowever, immediately occupied the place, driving out about

a dozen rebels. I now formed line of battle, threw out skirmishers, and

advanced. Immediately the enemy opened fire from behind fences and

trees We drove them about three-quarters of a mile, to the edge ot

a forest which completely environed the position from shore to shore.

Here their fire was so rapid that I halted to study the position. I drew

their fire in volleys two or three times to determine their force, whicli

I estimated at from 200 to 400. Between me and them there was a

quarter of a mile of open ground, over which we could not have ad-

vanced without tremendous loss. I then threw skirmishers into the

timber on the right and there also discovered the enemy in greater or

less force. It seemed therefore that to advance fartlier would insure

my being cut off from Hill's Point and perhaps captured. I there ore

foil baclc and proceeded to the gunboat Barney to consult with Cai)tain

Cusliin-. Here it was reported that the enemy had 500 men at Le
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Compte's house, about half a mile to the right of my advauce, between
me and Eeed's Ferry.

It now occurred to me that if the main advauce from Suffolk was
successful the force opposed to me would be intercepted between Gen-
eral Getty, the West Branch, and myself, and I accordingly resolved
to attract their attention by continual skirmishing. Captain Gushing
kindly supplied me with a boat howitzer and a detachment of sailors.

Colonel Pease, One hundred and seventeenth New York, also sent me,
at my request, 100 men, and I once more advanced, driving the enemy
to the skirt of the woods. Skirmishing continued for a couple of liours,

when the enemy brought artillery and opened fire upon me. My how-
itzer having expended its ammunition 1 again retired with slight loss.

During the engagement the officers of the regiment behaved with
great coolness and bravery, and there Avere individual instances of gal-

lantry among the men, but I regret to state that the mass of the men
exliibited an aversion to exposing themselves, a willingness to retreat,

and a contempt for good order that I scarcely expected in a regiment of

two years' experience and which has five battles inscribed upon its flag.

At about 3 p. m. I received a dispatch from Major Crosby announc-
ing his success. I therefore meditated a joint movement of the two
regiments upon the enemy Dear Le Compte's house, which I was as-

sured would result successfully though involving considerable loss;

but learning that the Twenty-first Connecticut was utterly exhausted
and without food for man or horse I concluded to await orders from the
general commanding. After dark, by order of General Getty, I with-

drew the troops from Hill's Point, bringing over also some valuable
pieces of timber, which I found useful the foUowiug day.
On the 4th the enemy retired altogether from our front, and I with-

drew Major Crosby's force. The horses and artillery were embarked
by the aid of an improvised floating wharf which I constructed out of
row-boats and loose timber.

ICver since the commencement of the siege I have been generally well
seconded by the officers and soldiers under mj' command. All have
nobly done their duty, but some have done more. Among these I take
])leasure in mentioning Maj. H. B. Crosby, of the Twenty-first Connec-
licut, who has always shown himself a zealous, industrious, brave, and
trustworthy officer. I would also specially commend Colonel Derroni,
Twenty-fifth New Jersey, to whose ability as an engineer tlie service is

)iiuch indebted ; Colonel Donohoe, of tlie Tenth New Hampshire, to
whom 1 am indebted for valual)]e co-operation in superintending tbe
river defenses; Major Storer, of the Thirteenth New Ilampsliire; Ca])-
taiiis Brown and Keed, of the Fourth Rhode Island, and Lieutenant
Bruce, of my staff, for their faithful and soldierly deportment in the
various trying scenes in which they separately parti(;ii)ated. I am in-
debted for repeated and valuable favors, to Lieutenants Gushing and
Larason, U. S.-Navy, commanding flotilla. I also take prjde in calling
the attention of the general commanding to the general admirable be-
havior in action of the three new regiments of my brigade. I transmit
herewith a list of casualties in my brigade*

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. H. DUTTON,

Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. Charles T. Gardner,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

*Embo(Uotl in revised st.atement, p. 287
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No. 22.

Report of Maj. Hiram B. Crosby, Twenty-first Connecticut Infantry.

Hdqes. Twenty-first Eegt. Connecticut Vols.,
Suffolk, Va., May 5, 1863.

Lieutenant : I have the honor to report that in compliance with
orders from the general commanding 1 crossed the Nansemond on Sun-
day, at 4 o'clock in the morning. May 3, having under my command the
Twenty-first Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, a section of the Fourth
Wisconsin Battery under Lieut. Martin McDevitt, and a sergeant with
10 men of the First New York Mounted Eifles. My orders were to

march to Chuckatuck and from thence to JJeed's Ferry, opening com-
munication with the Fourth Ehode Island on my left.

The troops were under way for Chuckatuck at 4.30 o'clock Sunday
morning, the distance being 2J miles. My skirmishers came upon the
line of rebel pickets about half a mile from the Nansemond, their fires

still burning. The rebel pickets fell back to Chuckatuck as we ad-

vanced. , When within half a mile of the village we saw a company of

rebel cavalry drawn up in the main street leading into the village. I

ordered Lieutenant McDevitt to open fire upon them with artillery, and
the rebels, after a few rounds, retired to the farther side of the village,

at the junction of the Eeed's Ferry and Isle of Wight roads. I advanced
the skirmishers to the village and moved up the column. Appearances
indicated that the enemy would make a stand at that point, but they

again retired, a portion of their force taking the Isle of Wight road,

but the greater number retiring by the Eeed's Ferry road.

.As soon as my command were in the village I sent Sergeant Trow-

bridge, of the Mounted Eifles, and his detachment of cavalry to recon-

noiter the road leading to the Isle of Wight, and also ordered Captain

Spittle, acting major of the Twenty-first, with Companies A and K, to

skirmish along the Eeed's Ferry road. From the accounts given by

contrabands at this point the enemy's cavalry were estimated at about

300 strong, and that they had a camp at Isle of Wight and also on the

Eeed's Ferry road. I ordered Lieutenant McDevitt to put the artillery

in ])osition to command both roads until they could be reconnoitered.

On discovering that the enemy intended to make no resistance at this

point the column was moved ahead on the Eeed's Ferry road. Captain

Spittle came upon the camp on this road about half a mile beyond

Chuckatuck. The enemy had but just left; their camp-fires still burn-

ing. About a mile beyond Chuckatuck the roads branch off, one leading

to Eeed's Ferry the other to Everett's Bridge. The foot-prints indicated

that the enemy's cavalry had retired by the latter road, but as the two

roads ran near together for quite a distance I halted the column at this

point put the guns in position commanding both roads, and ordered

Captain Spittle to reconnoiter them. The enemy were then reported

nowhere in sight.
., ti j, i-. a

The column was at once set in motion along the Eeed's b erry road,

with the exception that Lieutenant McDevitt, with one piece of artillery

and a sufficient support, was left behind to command the Everett's

Brid"-e road until an advance was secured. The column had moved

but an eighth of a mile in advance when I ordered Sergeant Trow-

bridge to make a reconnaissance on the Everett's Bridge road for about

21 R R—VOL XYIII
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50 roils, i)assiug over the same ground whicli our skirmisliers bad pre-

viously gone over. The cavalry had gone but a short distance when
the enemy, who had suddenly returned, opened fire upon them, killing

1 and wounding 2 of their number. Lieutenant McDevitt opened upon
theiu at once and shelled them back toward Everett's Bridge.

The column was delayed at this iK)int about hall' an hour, but there

being no signs of the enemy's returning I advanced the skirmishers

rapidly on the Eeed's Ferry road, and again set the column in mo-
tion.

Our march was necessarily slow, owing to the thick underbrush

through which the skirmishers were obliged to make their way. On
approaching the West Branch we again discovered the enemy's pickets.

The skirmishers, under Captain Spittle, Captain Shepard, and Captain

Belden, advanced gallantly and were soon engaged. The artillery was
moved up with supports and opened fire at once, commanding the oppo-

site bank of the creek, where the enemy had two companies of sharp-

shooters as a support. The skirmish at this point was short and
spirited, resulting in our capturing 1 lieutenant, 3 sergeants, 2 cor-

porals, and 10 privates of the enemy. Our loss was 3 wounded, 1 of

whom died some two hours afterward as we were without surgical

aid.

We encamped Sunday night on the Nanseniond, near the ferry, and
under protection of the gunboats. On the next morning Captain Spittle

was sent out with Companies A and K to reconnoiter, and returned,

bringing 2 deserters, who were dispatched to the general commanding.
He farther reported that the enemy, on the opposite side of the West
Branch from us, commenced their retreat on the evening previous at

S o'clock, and that the most of their forces had retired before midnight,
burning behind them the bridge at Page's Mill.

I am under great obligations to Flag-Of&cer Captain Cushing and
also to Captain Lamson. Acting Master's Mate Lawrence rendered me
great assistance in giving information where to post the artillery so as

to be of service to our troops engaged with the enemy on the other side

of the creek, and also took quite an active part in the skirmish. My
thanks are duo to the officers of the regiment for their prompt and
hearty co-operation.

The patience and courage of the men, after the fatigue of the past
ten days, is deserving of especial praise.

I take pleasure in mentioning the gallant conduct of Lieutenant Mc-
Devitt, of the Fourth Wisconsin Battery, and the prompt and efficient

manner in which both he and his men performed their ddty.
The detachment of New York Mounted Eifles, under Sergt. [James

L.] Trowbridge, are also deserving of great i)raise, for, though few in
luimber, they were of the greatest assistance.
The casualties are as follows : Company K, killed^ Private Alfred

J. Freeman; Company A, wounded, Private Hiram C. Loomis; Com-
pany K, Private Lyndes C. Bushnell.

I am, lieutenant, ^'ery respectfullv, your obedient servant,
HIEAM B. CEOSBY,

Major, Commanding.
Lieut. G. A. BuucE,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Third Brigade.
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No. 23.

Report of Brig. Gen. George R. Gordon, U. 8. Army, commanding Reserve
Division, of operations May 1-4.

Headquaktees Goedon's Division,
Folly Island, 8. G., October 21, 1863.

General : Constant service in the field has delayed a report of my
participation in the memorable siege of Suflolk, Va., during portions of
the months of April and May in the present year. Eeporting to Major-
General Dix, commanding the Department of Virginia, on April 29,

1

was ordered to join you at Suffolk, Va., to assume command of a division
of troops within the almost closely-invested town. I reported on May 1
and was assigned to the command of the Reserve Division, consisting of
two brigades, the Second and Third, of what was formerly Abercrombie's
division, the Second, commanded by Col. Burr Porter, of the Fortieth
Massachusetts Eegiment, consisting of his own regiment, the Twenty-
second Connecticut, One hundred and forty-first New York, and Elev-
enth Ehode Island Eegiments; the Third, commanded by Col. William
Gurney, of the One hundred and twenty-seventh New York Eegiment,
consisting of that regiment and the One hundred and forty-second, One
hundred and forty-third, and One hundred and forty-fourth New York
Eegiments; in all, eight regiments, numbering over 5,000 ofQcers and
men. The siege had continued for some days before my arrival. I found
the enemy holding a belt of woods that surrounded the town in front

and flank from the Nansemond on the right to the Dismal Swamp on
the left. His rifle-pits covered his line far to the front, while his shar|>-

shooters annoyed not only our gunners at their pieces but the men in

their encampments.
All had been done that skill could suggest to strengthen your posi-

tion. An outer and inner line of forts protected the front; strong

inclosed works defended the flanks, the whole connected by a line of in-

trenchments for infantry protected by ditches and abatis. The woods
cleared from your front gave a full sweep to the artillery. Every pre-

caution by artificial works, by the advantages of strong natural sites,

and by a judicious disposition of the troops to repel an assault, seemed

to me to have been taken. The sudden flight of the enemy from the

front on the night of May 3, thus raising the siege, placed my division

at the disposal of the commander of the department, by whom I was

immediatelv ordered on the important duty of occupying, holding, and

fortifying West Point as a military base for future operations. The

removal of the enemy from our front developed the whole of his opera-

tions and gave me a good opportunity of judging, from the extent and

character of his works, the force which threatened your position.

It was well known that Generals Longstreet and Hill, of the rebel

service, had united their forces in front of Suflolk. Without taking

into consideration the reports of deserters and facts revealed by recon-

naissances, special as well as in force, but simply judging from the

amount of labor performed in completing their lines of investment, the

besieging force could not have been less than 30,000. Everywhere in

front, from the Nansemond to the swamp, they had thrown up heavy

intrenchments for infantry. On all the roads batteries for artillery, in

embrasure, well revetted, with ditches wide and deep, and abatis skill-

fully laid and thickly interwoven, rendered a sortie almost hopeless.

Not only one line of such defenses covered the enemy's front but on

some roads three, four, and even five parallel lines of formidable works
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were formed, indicating in the clearest manner a strengtbeued base from
which the approaches were to be made and upon which the enemy could

retire if forced back in their attack.

These works were made with great skill and of great strength. The
parapet for infantry defense could have resisted the heaviest rifle caliber,

being not less than 12 feet thick. Apart from lines of earthworks for

offensive operations there were also temporary structures in process of

erection, covered sheds to protect supplies, and every evidence of prepa-

rations for the reduction of the fortifications of Suflolk.

While thankful for the movement of the Army of the Potomac, which

gave the disappointed rebel commanders an opportunity of withdrawing

from your front, as every humane soldier should be at being spared the

sacrifices of an unnecessary conflict, regret will mingle with triumph

that he who came strong in the conviction of an easy victory did not

try your metal, but, satisfied with a glance, turned from the offensive to

the defensive and finally stole away in the night, under pressure of a

strong reconnaissance of your forces, which drove him from his rifle-

pits back to his first line of defenses.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. H. GORDON,
Brigadier-General of U. S. Volunteers.

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck,
Commanding, North Carolina,

Ko. 24.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Samuel G. French, C. 8. Army, commanding the De-
partment of Southern Virginia.

Hdqes. Department of Southern Virginia,
Near Suffolk, Fa., April 22, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully submit to the lieutenant-general commanding the
following report respecting the loss of the guns of Stribling's battery:
On the morning of the loth instant I started from my camp on the

South Quay road, at the request of Lieutenant-Gen eral Longstreet, to
endeavor to destroy the gunboats of the enemy in the Nansemond liiver.

Stribling's, Bradford's, and [J. C] Coit's batteries were taken down.
Only one gunboat could be seen, and she was lying behind the point of
land below the mouth of the Western Branch of the Nansemond. The
batteries were put in position in the hope she would move up, but a
storm coming on and the near approach of night induced me to withdraw
the guns. The engineer informed me that he and other oflicers had
selected two sites for batteries—the one near the left of General Hood's
line of battle, in which there was in a work constructed a battery of
field artillery and an infantry force for protection; the other was the
work built for the defense of the river when we held Suflolk, and that
in it was an infantry force, but no artillery. I directed Maj. L. M. Shu-
maker, my chief of artUlery, on the night of the 16th to take from some
houses on a farm near by materials to construct platforms, and before
morning to put the guns of Stribling's battery in the work. This he
accomplished.
The next morning three gunboats attempted to pass uj). One suc-

ceeded, but was severely damaged, when the other two turned back. I
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had selected the site for pits for two 32-pouuders, aud ou the night of
the 18th they were completed and the guns placed in position. For
the protection of these guns in the pits I asked that three companies
of infantry be sent, designing to use them, however, to guard also the
road where all the camps were, but the lieutenant-general ordered down
the Fifty-fifth North Carolina Eegiment, Colonel Coiinally commanding.
On Sunday, the 19th, the situation of affairs was thus: Bradford's bat-

tery was in the new work, with instructions from my chief of artillery
while the work was defended by troops from Hood's division, and by
his officers they were posted, relieved, and got their orders. In the
Hill's Point Battery were Stribling's battery, with my instructions;
the work defended by two companies of infantry, under instructions
from the officers placing them there. The 32-pounders were in position
and a company of the Fifty-fifth North Carolina near by, while the other
companies were a snpporting force to either of these last two batteries.
All the batteries were to receive farther support from General Hood's
command if required, and all my officers were so informed, and couriers
were left there to communicate such intelligence to General Law, who
was on the extreme left, if his aid should be required. The river as
low down as the mouth of the West Branch was guarded by the troops
of General Hood, and reported, of course, to their commanders. I was
ill on Sunday and could not ride down the river, but sent Col. G. A.
Cunningham. There were four gunboats above the work on Hill's Point
and three below, and five or six land batteries and sharpshooters on the
opposite side of the river.

About 10 a. m. the four gunboats above and the land batteries opened
a sharp fire on the Hill's Point work, and two gunboats from below
moved up to aid them, when the 32-pounders opened fire on them, and
after a spirited engagement one was slightly injured and both were
driven back. The fire on the work, however, continued until near 4
]t. m., when it ceased. Major Shumaker then communicated with Captain
Stiibling, and although it was reported that the gunboats had troops
ou board his note does not intimate that he apprehended an attack by
a force of the enemy landing for that purpose.
About 4 p. m. Colonel Cunningham instructed Colonel Connally to

support the batteries, and this was, as he states, about an hour and a
half before the guns were lost. In that time he might have been near
the work, so far as distance is concerned, but I have my doubts if any
regiments could have passed the wide plain and rendered any real sup-

port under the fire that was or could have been brought to bear on their

approach. The manner of attack appears to have been to have sent one
gunboat down as though she was going to pass the work to engage the

attention of the men in the fort, while from the other boats a force of

about 500 men was landed. It a])pears to me that if the garrison was
surprised, they were negligent ; if not surprised, they did not offer a

sufdcient resistance.

I inclose herewith papers marked

—

A—Older detailing Colonel Connally's regiment, by direction of the

general commanding.
B—Copy of orders given Colonel Connally.

C—Colonel Connally's report.*

D—Maj. L. M. Shumaker's report.t

E and F—General French's orders to Major Shumaker.
G—Major Shumaker's note to Captain Stribling after the cannonade

ceased.

"See lifeport No. 30. t See Keport No. 25.
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H Captain Stribling's answer ; shows he apprehended no land at-

tack.

,T_Keport of property lost by the capture.

K—Keport of Major Boggs, of the artillery.*

As before stated, I was ill in camp, which was some 9 or 10 miles

distant from Hill's Point. As soon as I heard that the attack had been

made and the report that the guns had been captured by the enemy I

started for the purpose of retaking the work. On arriving there, about

lam on the morning of the 20th, I found on the ground Major-General

Hood, General Law, and General Robertson, with his brigade. The night

was dark, the ground unknown to the troops, the enemy's pickets out in

advance of the work, and to have retaken the work by crossing the open

idain under the fire of seven gunboats stationed near the fort, that of

the land batteries, and that of the enemy in the work was believed would

involve a sacrifice of men of more value to us than the fort if recaptured.

The enemy, as you are aware, the night following evacuated the work.

The report shows that 93 men, all the horses, harness, running-gear ot

cannons, limbers of guns, fuse, wagons, &c., were not in the work, and

that the loss was only the five guns and most of the ammunition chests.

You are perhaps aware that on neither of those works could any labor

be performed in the day-time, owing to the opposite bank being strongly

occupied by the enemy, and I do not think the parties in the fort had

time to prepare embrasures for the guns looking to the rear in anticipa-

tion of a land attack.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. G. FRENCH,
Major- General, Commanding.

Maj. G. MOXLEY SOEEEL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Indorsement.]

Heabqxjaetees,
Near Suffolk, Fa., April 25, 1863.

Respectfully forwarded.

There seems to have been a general lack of vigilance and prompt
attention to duties on the part of most of the parties connected with

this affair. General French seems to be under the impression that

General Hood's command was expected to protect the batteries. Such
was not the expectation, and his conclusion that General Hood's com-

mand was expected to protect them seems strange, as the batteries

were under his control exclusively, and he was twice ordered to take

the Fifty-fifth North Carolina, the largest in this army, for that pur-

pose. General Hood naturally and properly considered himself re-

lieved from responsibilities with the river batteries when they were
especially assigned to the charge of General French. His (General

Hood's) (livisiou was on our left, and was ready, of course, to resist any
general attack of the enemy; but the staff officers of General French
should have made all of their reports to General French, that he might
have made the necessary arrangements to resist any landing by the en-

emy. The slight loss of Colonel Connally's regiment while lying within
000 yards of the old fort will hardly justify the conclusion that nothing
could live through the enemy's artillery fire. The attack was made about
sunset, or a little later. The cannonade being more brisk than any that

we had previously had with the gunboats, I took out my watch and

• See Report No. 26.
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counted the number of shots per minute. In no instance did they exceed
thirteen to the minute ; the average, I think, was about eight. Of the
thirteen shots that could have been fired at a command charging across

the field after night it is not likely that more than four could have taken
eli'ect, and those ought not to be expected to destroy more than 2 men
per shot. So I think it reasonable to conclude that the fort and battery

could have been recaptured with the loss of 75 men. Many of the offi-

cers were of limited experience, however, and 1 have no doubt acted as

they thought best. I do not know that any of them deserve particular

censure. This lesson, it is hoped, will be of service to us all. The com-
mand at the fort seems to have been completely surprised, and is prob-

ably less excusable than other parties in the affair.

JAMES LONGSTRBET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

[luclosuro A.]

Special Oeders, t Headquaetees Feench's Command,
]S"o. 3. I

^pril 17, 18C3.

I. Brig. Gen. J. E. Davis will detail three companies of the Fifty-fifth

jS^orth Carolina Troops, Col. J. K. Connally, to proceed immediately to

JS'orfleet's house, on the Reed's Ferry road, to report to Maj. L. M. Shu-

maker for duty in guarding the batteries located in that vicinity. One

day's rations will be taken. The remainder of the regiment will march

to the same place to-morrow morning for permanent duty on the river.

By command of Mai. Gen. S. G. French

:

^ GRAHAM DAVES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

General J. R. Dayis, Commanding, &c.

[Inclosure B.]

Special Oedees, ) Headquaetees Feench's Command,

•j^^j_ y_ I
April 18, 18G3.

T Col J K.Connallv, commanding Fifty-fifth North Carolina Troops,

will detail two companies from his regiment for picket duty to-nigtit,

one to take post near the fish-house (Le Compte's) to prevent a landing

by the enemy. In case a landing should be attempted, the boats will

be permitted to reach the shore before being fired upon. This company

wil furnish a picket force of 4 men (in charge of a corporal) to take

OS t on on the Reed's Ferry road half a mile below Le Compte's house.

Prompt information will be given of an advance of the enemy in force,

binrrVwrn be taken not tS give false alarms. Jhe second company

will take post near the battery now erecting (S°^°f.f„.,^,^'l,,^„rj'^°J
will furnish a party to assist in loading ^^^^ ^^ f«fp^'*„\'

.f.^^^^^^
provisions from Riddick's farm. In case ot attack Colonel Connaiiy

wnihoMhC^ regiment in readiness to support the artillery and will

inaiutain his position until the last. ^

By command pf Maj. Gen. S. G. French
: ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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[Inclosnre E.]

Apeil 19, 1863.

Major Shtjmakee:

I will have this matter of forage attended to. I hope you may suc-

ceed in sinking those infernal gunboats that have shown no considera-

tion for women or children. If you cripple one and can use the field

batteries against her do so. I felt too ill from the medicine I took to

come down this morning. Keep me advised.

Yours, truly,
S. G. FRENCH,

Major-General.

[Inclosuro F.)

Headquarters, April 19, 1863.

Major Shxjmaker:

Let me know what the result of the heavy cannonade now going on.

Show this to Colonel ConnaUy and have him post his regiment to repel

any landing of infantry against the batteries. They had better move

down near the battery of Stribling. The countersign is "Morgan" for

tonight.
Yours, truly, „' '

S. G. FEENCH,
Major- General.

[Inclosnre G.]

Moore's House, April 19, 1S63.

Captain: Let me know the result of the enemy's fire to-day. We
have information that the boat you disabled day before yesterday has

been towed down the river, sunk about to her gunwales. Citizens from

the other side of the river saw her. She will not trouble you again soon

.

I go up to headquarters to-night and wish to take a report to the general.

L. M. SHUMAKEE,
Major and Chief of Artillery.

[Inclosnre n.]

Battery at Hill's Point, Va.,
April 19, 1863.

Major : The enemy has shelled us steadily for about three hours
from gunboats lying up the river. There are four of them, and from
their movements L think they are preparing to run down at least one of

them. The lower boats have been otherwise occupied. There are no
casualties, and we will be prepared to give them a warm reception should
any attempt to run down. Our embrasures are now widened, so that we
will be able to give the boat three shots from each gun as they run by.

With respect,

E. M. STEIBLING,
Captain, Commanding Battery.

[Indorsement.]

This note was written just before the work was attacked by the partj"

that landed and carried the work.
S. G. FEENCH,

Major- General.
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[Inclosure J.]

Camp near Suffolk, Va., April 20, 1863.

Maj. L. M. Shumakek:
SiE : Id obedieuce to your order, received this moruiug, I have the

honor to make the following report of the condition of Stribling's bat-
tery. The battery was captured by the enemy yesterday evening, when
the loss was as follows

:

Commissioned officers 4
Non-commissioned officers 8
Privates 47
12-j)0under guns 3
24-pounder howitzers 2
Cliests -n-ith 12-pounder ammunition 9
Chests with 24-pouuder ammunition 6

The present condition of the battery is as follows:

Commissioned officers present for duty 1

Non-commissioned officers present for duty 7
Privates present for duty 83

Aggregate present 91

Public horses 93
Wagons - 3

Ambulances 1

Forges 1

Limbers to guns 5
Running-gear to caissons , 5
Chests of 12-pounder gun ammunition 3

Chests of 24-pounder howitzer ammunition 2

Eemakk.—In addition to the number of men stated above as present

I'or duty there are 6 privates absent sick, who may reasonably be ex-

pected to join their company within a few weeks.
With respect, your obedient servant,

GEAY CARROLL,
Lieutenant, Commanding Stribling's Battery.

Headquaetees Depaktment of Southeen Vieginia,
May 25, 1803.

Geneeal : During the three weeks that Lieutenaut-General Long-

street kept the enemy confined within Suffolk there was an eflbrt made
to remove the iron from the Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad. Com-

mencing near Suffolk, the engineer department succeeded in taking up

about 3 miles of the rails and removed it toward Franklin and depos-

ited it at or near a place known as Beaver Dam, where it could be pro-

tected by the forces near Franklin. After we withdrew from Suffolk

the enemy discovered the effort made to secure the iron on our part,

and soon marched to Carrsville with a force of between 9,000 and 10,000

infantry, 30 pieces of artillery, and cavalry, and immediately fortified

their ])osition and commenced taking up the track and removing it

toward Suflblk. General Jenkins assembled all the available forces,

and with about 3,000 men crossed over and drove in all their advanced

lines behiiKl tlieir intrenchments and ke]>t them there for near three

days, causing them to abandon the road this side of Carrsville, and

thus enabled our forces to save the road to that point, except a few

hundred yards, and the iron brought from near Suffolk. The enemy
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would not leave liis works to attack us, aud with our small force bad
we driven him from his intrenchments it would have been a victory

barren of results and involving a heavy sacrifice of men on our part.

All this time while confronting him we were removing the iron as rap-

idly as possible. The road destroyed, the enemy fell back and imme-
diately with his whole force assumed a position at Windsor, on the

Norfolk and Petersburg Eailroad, and simultaneously moved up the

Chowan with gunboats above the Nottoway Eiver.
,

Leaving some force to attack the gunboats in case they came up I

assembled about 3,000 men and on Saturday afternoon crossed the

Blackwater at the Blackwater Bridge by means of pontoons and moved
in the direction of Windsor. I found the enemy again with all his force

in a thick woods, his lines running from the railroad to across the Black-

water road. His outposts and advanced lines were rapidly driven in,

and I assumed a line of battle in hopes he would move to the attack.

This he did not do, and after dusk I withdrew to the right bank of the

river. There were no results that seemed in anywise attainable that

would have instifled me in attacking the enemy, outnumbering us four-

fold.

While over the river information was received that the enemy's gun-

boats had moved up the Meherrin and taken possession of Murfreesbor-

ough, N. 0. General Jenkins the same night moved to Franklin, and
with his forces was directed to operate against the gunboats. I do not

know what forces Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill has in North Carolina to guard
those streams.

It is to me a source of great regret that so little of the iron from the

two railroads referred to was taken up during the time General Long-
street was at Suffolk. I am sure had there been any concert or a proper
coDcert of action in the departments the bridge over the Blackwater
could have been built, and by constructing a small curve at the cross-

ing of the roads near Suffolk trains could have been run from Peters-

burg to Franklin via Suflblk and both roads taken up. Had a bridge
been thrown across the Zuni before General Longstreet moved and
during the month he was making preparations, every bar of iron could
have been secured while we were there at Sufiblk.^

Yours, very respectfullj',

S. G. FEENCH,
Major-General, Commanding.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

[Indoraemont.J

Engineee Bureau, June 9, 18G3.

Eespectfully returned to the honorable Secretary of War.
No eftbrt was spared to remove the iron from the Norfolk and Peters-

burg road and from the Seaboard road while General Longstreet was in
command; but his efforts, assisted by the engineers, under his control,
Avere given to the collection of supplies for the army, these being con-
sidered of the first importance. Everything possible with the engineers
has been done to save the iron in question, and I am now able to report
that a large part of the iron from the Seaboard Eailroad is on the right
bank of the Blackwater.

., ,,,,,, ,
J. F. GILMEE,

Colonel of Engineers and Chief of Bureau.
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Ko. 25.

Report ofMaj. L. M. Shumaker, G. S. Artilley, Chief of ArtiUery, of the
capture of Battery Euger, April 19.

Headqtjaktees,
N'ear Ely>s, Va., April 21, 1863.

Geneeal : In obedience to your order I have the honor to report that
on the morning of the 19th I directed Major Boggs to send Capt. [D L 1

Smoot, [Alexandria Light ArtiUery, or Company E, Eighteenth Eattai
ion Virginia Artillery], with his two 30-ponnder Parrott guns, into the
works constructed for him to the west of Hill's Point Battery, occupied
by Captain Striblmg. Captain Smoot got into position just before day
light, and I directed Major Boggs to order him not to unmask or fire
until the boats above Hill's Point attempted to come down or those be-
low attempted to pass up. I also directed him to send Captain Brad-
ford, with his four heavy 12-pounders, to relieve Capt. [S. T.] Martin,
[Battery B, Twelfth Virginia Battalion], then occupying Major Henry's
position with four 12-pounder howitzers, and to instruct him not to iire
at anything but a gunboat, and ouly then when they came within short
range, stating that your orders to me were to sink tiie boats if possible.
Captain Stribling's battery was placed in the work at Hill's Point after
I had explained the position and character of the work to both General
Longstreet and yourself.
On Thursday night, the 16th, I had thoroughly inspected the work,

and, finding the platforms burned away, took the heavy siding from a
corn-crib on the Eiddick farm to make floors for the carriages. These
floors did not raise the guns suflaciently to fire over the parapet, con-
structed originally for guns of heavy caliber, mounted on barbette car-
riages. I ordered Captain Stribling to cut embrasures for all his pieces,
which was done as far as could be that night and finished the succeeding
night, so that on the morning of the 19th I had three batteries in posi-
tion on the Nansemond Eiver, to wit : Bradford's at Norfleet's Landing,
Major Henry's position ; Captain Stribling's, consisting of two 24-pounder
howitzers and three 12-pounder Napoleons, at Hill's Point, in a very
strong earthwork ; and Captain Smoot, with two 30-pounder Parrott
rifles, to the west of and about two-thirds of a mile from Hill's Point,
where the river widens and a semicircular bluff bounds a large marsh.
On the morning of the 17th there were three gunboats above Hill's

Point and below Isorfleet's Landing, and five below Hill's Point lying

below the mouth of the West Branch of the Nansemond Eiver. About
10 o'clock three of these attempted to pass up by the battery at Hill's

Point, and one of them succeeded in passing ; the others were driven
back, one of them severely damaged, as she was towed down the river

afterward, disabled, and thought by the citizens to be sinking.

Thus, on the morning of the 19th there were four gunboats above
Hill's Point and three below. About 10 o'clock Colonel Cunningham
came down from headquarters (as I understood from himself and Lieu-

tenant Etting) to relieve me, and he at once took charge and went around
to Smoot's position. Shortly afterward the 30-pounder guns opened,

and then commenced a general firing from all the gunboats and two of

the enemy's land batteries, four of the boats and two batteries firing upon
Hill's Point, the others directing their fire upon Smoot's position and
occasionally shelling the woods where our sharpshooters were. About
4 o'clock there was a general cessation of firing, and I sent a messenger
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to Captain Stribling with a note inquiring into the casualties, a copy
of which is herewith inclosed, with Captain Stribling's indorsement
thereon.* About 1 o'clock Major Boggs informed nie that the gun-
boats above Hill's Point had moved farther ui> the river, their decks'

covered with troops, and Captain Martin also reported to me that a large

body of infantry (he thought a regiment, if not more) had passed his

position (Norfleet's Landing) the day before, moving down the river.

These facts I mentioned to General Law immediaitely after being in-

formed of them, he having come to Moore's house where I then was.
Shortly after receiving Stribling's reply to my note I received a note

from you giving me general directions, and I determined not to return
to camp. About sunset I saw the boats in motion' above Hill's Point,

and from the signal whistles I judged that one or more of them intended
to try to pass the batteries. I dispatched a messenger to Captain Smoot
to hold himself ready, and held Coit's two 3-inch rifled guns to dash
out whenever I could make them available in sinking any boat that we
might disable. In a short time I heard a volley of musketry, then a
few scattering shots, and then loud and continued cheering. In a few
moments a messenger informed me that the enemy had lapded a large
body of infantry from three boats above Hill's Point, and had charged
and taken the position. I immediately sent Major Boggs to inform
Colonel Counally, who at once moved his regiment down. I then sent
a courier to General Law, one to General Hood, and one to yourself.
The courier to General Law returned, bringing me word from him that
he could not send us assistance, and I at once directed Major Boggs to
order Captain Bradford out from his position and sent Captain Smoot
an order to get his guns and ammunition out into the road as soon as
possible. I then ordered Coit's two light guns forward and went to-
ward tlie fort or work as far as the farm-houses to ascertain the position
of aftairs. I soon became satisfied that any attempt to retake the guns
with the force we had must fail, and that neither infantry nor artillery
could cross the plateau under the cross-fire of seven gunboats and two
land batteries, with an unknown body of infantry filling the work and
lining the river bank. I therefore returned to the Eeed's Ferry road
to await your coming and to direct the movements of the remaining
batteries. Your note directing me to have Connally post his regiment
to support Stribling's battery and to prevent the landing of troops was
not received until 8 o'clock, an hour or more after the position had been
taken.

I herewith inclose Major Boggs' and Lieutenant Carroll's t reports, and
copies of the various notes, directions, &c., referred to above.

In conclusion, general, I have the honor to ask for a court of inquiry
as well to verify the facts stated in the foregoing report as to have a
record answer to any charge of neglect of duty, either expressed or im-
plied.

Very respectfully.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French,
Commanding Division.

L. M. SHUMAKER,
Major and Chief ofArtillertj.

P. S.—It may be proper to state that the work is a hcaw earthwork,
Iroutiug down the river, witli heavy traverses between the guns, the

' Seelnclbsares G and H to Major-General French's report, No. 24.
tbee inclosure J to Major-General Fiench's report, No. 24.
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right gun being the only one able to fire across the river at right angles.
The guns could not be tired to the rear, as there was rising ground im-
mediately in rear of and higher than the work itself, and it was behind
this in rear of the work that the landing was efiected, there being no
pickets, as I understood, on the river above to give information.

No. 26.

Report of Maj. F. J. Boggs, C. S. Artillery, of the capture of Battery
JIvger, April 19.

rnoviDENCE Chuech. Va., April 21, 18C3.

INIajor : 111 response to your call for a detailed report of the occur-
reoces on the 19Mi I regret to say I have but an imperfect recollection
of more than general affairs. Captain Smoot went into battery on the
ni>:lit of the l.Sth. On the lOtli 1 went to the point below liim, in view
of the gunboat, to watch the eflect of liis shot if he should open. The
instructions I gave him as received from you were to wait until a boat
attempted to pass Stribling's position, or, if no attem])t was made to

pass, to wait for the boat to take a nearer position, as on the day before.

1 was not a little surprised to hear Smoot's guns open, as the boat, I

thought, had not gone up far enough. The shots, however, were good.

One, I am confident, struck on the starboard side in front just under the

hurricane deck. During the night succeeding you ordered Smoot, in

my presence, to come out cautiously, removing his guns iirst by hand,
wiiich he did, and last night succeeded in getting out his caissons. The
orders given by me and from you to Stribling were to fire at nothing
but a gunboat on attempting to pass or within short range, which order

was strictly obeyed.
On the 18th, about 8 o'clock, three boats from below came up in line

of battle and opened a terrific fire on Stribling's position, the rear boats

continuing the fire while the first boat passed. Lieutenant Marshall in-

formed me in the evening that two shots were fired at the leading boat,

one taking a damaging effect. Seven shots were tired at the second

boat, five taking eflect and the sixth striking down the llag-staff. Sev-

eral citizens of my acquaintance informed me that she was towed below

in a sinking condition. I witnessed this fight also, and heard the crash

of timber from the shots on the second boat.

On the evening of tiie 10th, about sunset, I was standing with you and

i\lr. Waterbury in Mrs. Moore's yard when we heard heavy tiring and

cheering, which, on investigation! we found to be the shout of the enemy

in tiie capture of Stribling's battery. I immediately communicated your

order to Colonel Connally to carry down his regiment, which order was

exc(^ute(l. Coit's section was also carried in. The shelling was territic,

an<l 1 do not believe a dog could have made the trip from Eiddick's

quarfers to the fort. Tn the morning of this day, while I was watching

the effect of Smoot's battery, I observed three boats above the fort, oiie

a large side-wheel vessel, this one, at least, loaded with troops. This

information I communicated to you, and expressed my fears to several

ofiBcers (I think to you) that there would be an effort to land troops.

Capt. f
James A.] Shingleur was there and saw the vessels and troops.

Just after the report reached us of the capture of Stribling's battery you

remarked that you had sent to General Law, but that he informed you

he had not the troops to spare. I think you remarked you had also sent
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to General Hood. Without delay, as I thought, Gcuerals Hood aud

Law and shortly after General French, were at the cross-roads and

dispositions of infantry made. Bradford's battery was occupying the

works above Henry's, and were ordered out by you through me, and i

liad succeeded in getting out all the pieces but one. General Hooa

ordered it back again, where it remained until last night, when every-

thing was brought out in safety. The orders given to and obeyed by

Captain Bradford were to fire at nothing but boats in passing or the

enemy at short range. One wheel in this battery was shattered and the

muzzle molding of one gun struck by the shot of the enemy. This bat-

tery, as well as the Hill's Point Battery, was commanded, the tormer by

three the other by two, land batteries over (he river, and both by large

bodies of sharpshooters.
F. j. BOGGS.

Major, Commanding.

Maj. L. U. Shumaker, Chief of Artillery.

No. 27.

Report of Maj. James Bearing, C. 8. Artillery, of the capture of Battery

Huqer, April 19.

April 21, 1SC3.

General: Your letter recommending me a quartermaster was re-

ceived just as we were starting on to Suflblk, and this is the first op]>or-

tunity i have had of replying. I sent up a recommendation approved

by General Pickett and General Longstreet about a week or ten days

before receiving your letter, and hope every day to see the "phiz" of

my qoartermaster. I have two medical officers witli my battalion, one

ordnance officer, one adjutant, and a lieutenant acting as quartermaster.

I had just succeeded' in getting Capt. [M. C.] Macon four Napoleons,

giving him a battery of four Napoleons and two Parrotts, and also get-

ting him 50 conscripts. Capt. [W. H.] Caskie was in a fair way to get

four Napoleons, and I was hard at work to obtain a rifle Parrott bat-

tery, if possible, for Capt. [J. G.] Blount, when we were ordered to tliis

side of the Blackwater. Soon after getting here—that is within H
miles of Suffolk—Major-General French came down, and having no

command (though being the ranking major-general here), General

Longstreet finally gave him the command of all the artillery. General

French immediately took two of my batteries—Ca])tain Stribling's and
Captain Bradford's, which had been assigned me at Petersburg, com-

posed of four 12-pounder brass pieces—and sent them away down on
Nansemoud River, some 15 miles from me, putting Captain Stribling

between two streams just where they unite and both of iliem navigable

for gunboats, giving Captain Stribling only two comi)anies of infantry

as a supi)ort. The enemy came up in front, on both flanks, and in rear,

and captured Captain Stribling, his battery of three Napol?ons, aiul

two L'4-pounder brass howitzers, and SC of his men. The caissons, with
the chests taken off, and the horses were half a mile back and escaped.
Lieut. [G.] Carroll also escaped, not being present. He lias some 90 odd
men and the horses yet remaining. All of the best of the horses General
French has turned over to some other batteries. I do think it very trying
to have one's command thus split up and captured, esi)ecially in such a
way as this has been done. If it is a military necessity to separate bat-
talions no one will more cheerfully acquiesce than myself; but this has
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proven itself not to be such an one, for General French lias hastened
to remove all batteries remaining near that point to some safe inland
position.

I have been working ha-rd and straining every point to fully equip
and man my battalion, and was flattering myself that I was succeeding
pretty well when this drawback comes upoii me. It does seem that it

is but a poor inducement for one to get a fine battalion if he is to have
nothing to do with commanding it in times of penl—if it is to be placed
in traps to be captured without fighting. I had hoped that I might
have the honor of commanding my own battalion on a battle-field, there
to share its honors, victories, or defeats ; but it seems otherwise. I had
no idea of accepting a sinecui-e when I became a field ofQcer of artil-

lery, and when my battalion is needed I wish to carry it into battle
myself.

I have received both of the papers recommending officers for Caskie's
battery. He has one vacancy for a lieutenant, and I should much pre-
fer Lieut. [S. F.] Chapman to [L.] Booker. I sent Captain Caskie him-
self back to Richmond to see if he could hasten the filling of the requisi-

tion for his guns. I have written to him on the subject and am expecting
an answer daily. Some charges against Lieut. [T. B.] McCurdy, of the
same battery, came down to-day, and I have just ordered him back to

report to Colonel Crutchfield for trial. He appears to be an indifferent

and worthless officer and talks of resigning. I hope he may, if my im-

])ressions prove true.

I hope, general, you will allow me to have the Parrott gun Captain
Caskie turned over to Colonel Crutchfield. I am greatly in need of

rifles, and wish much to have a rifle battery, and besides really think

1 am justly entitled to that gun. The battery was sent to me without

horses or guns, though it had both, and both ought rightfully to have
been sent—at least all he had. My horses are doing well, and if Cap-

tain Stribling had his battery and I bad the Parrotts for Captain Blount

I would be satisfied.

Believe me, general, your obedient servant,
JAMES BEARING,

Major, Commanding Battalion.

Brig. Gen. William X. Pendleton,
Chief of Artillery, Army of Northern Virginia.

p. s.— I forgot to mention that Lane's Whitworth gun burst in North

Carolina, and that both of his 20-pounder Parrott guns have been dis-

abled down here; one, elevating screw was broken ; the other gun was

cracked, I believe.

(Indorsement.]

Hdqes. Aetilleet Coeps, April 27, 18G3.

Respectfully forwarded to the commanding general for his information,

and to express the anxiety of the undersigned lest much care in adjust-

ing our artillery organization be frustrated by change of system in those

temporarily serving elsewhere. Major Dearing's viewsandfeelings seem

reasonable and soldier-Uke. It is hoped they may be in the main ap-

proved by Geueral Lee and Lieutenant-General Longstreet.

Respectfully submitted. ^ _^^ -^

W. N. PENDLETON,
Brigadier- General and Chief of Artillery.

.1 .. ,.

^

P. s.—No reflection whatever upon General French is intended by

the undersigned, who has a favorable and very kind recollection of Gen-
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eral F. Unaware, however, of the difBculties iucident to the rupture

and readjustment of recent battalion organizations, he may not quite

fully appreciate the importance of not permanently weakening a bat-

talion as such. To encourage these efBcient young battalion com-

mandery seems practically wise. The other points mentioned by Major

D. are attended to.

EespectfuUy, ^ ^ ^

No. 28.

Report of Capt. Robert M. Stribling, Fauquier Artillery, of the capture

of Battery Buger, April 19.

Peteesbiteg, Va., May 6, 1SG3.

General : In reply to your request of this morning I have the honor

of making the following report of the capture of my battery on tlie Nan-

semond liiver on the evening of April 19 :

About 11 p. m., April IG, my battery was placed in position in tlie

old fort on mil's Point by Major Shumaker, chief of artillery, with-

orders from him to fire upon any boats running up or down the river

tjjat might attempt to pass the fort, and to fire under no other circum-

stances except when the fire would bo undoubtedly with effect, but to

keep the men under cover as well as xjossible. Lieutenant-Colonel

Coleman, of General Law's brigade, was in the fort with some infantry

wlien I went into position. The next morning the enemy opened upon
the fort from gunboats below and above, and also from a land bat-

tery upon the opposite shore. About 11 a. m. three boats attempted
to run by the fort—one ran aground about 600 yards below, and only

one succeeded then in passing ; we fired upon it and made several holes

through it. Toward sunset the boat which had been aground got off'

and passed by ; we made seven holes through her, and I understood
permanently disabled her. Saturday was a day of comparative quiet,

no shots of any consequence being fired at the fort and we not firing

at all.

Early Sunday morning firing commenced from the gunboats and
about 1 p. m. became quite furious and continued so until between sun-
down and dark, when, upon a signal, all firing ceased, and immediately
one of the boats above ran near the shore and rapidly landed two or
more regiments about 400 yards above the fort. They double-quicked
by the flank across the neck of land, thereby cutting off all communi-
cation. They then faced to the front, discharged their pieces, and
charged upon the fort. The pieces which had been turned toward the
land and the infantry supports (two companies, numbering about GO
men, and commanded by Captain Bozeman, of Forty-fourth Alabama
Regiment, General Law's brigade) opened upon them and held them
in check. They soon, however, flanked the fort on either side and
entered it through a swamp and over the parapets on the river side and
in rear of the guns. We were hastened off' with the greatest rapidity
and put on board the boat.
About 2 o'clock on the night of the 16th the pickets stationed up the

river fell back to the fort, reporting that the enemy had landed in large
force above. Notice was immediately sent through one of my sergeants
to General Law. In the mean time Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman ad-
vanced his skirmishers up the river and found no enemy at the points
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ludicated. Tbey Lad re-embarked, as I learned after my capture. My
sergeant returned and reported tliat a regiment was in tlie woods, about
three-quarters of a mile distant, baving been sent down to our support.
Wlien tbe enemy landed on the evening of the 19th there was no picket
or lookout up the river ; no gun was fired or no notice whatever served
of their approach, and as the shore was heavily wooded we could see
nothing from the lort. 1 had been led to suppose that the banks of the
river were picketed and that I would receive notice of the approach of
a land force, and also that there was a regiment in supporting distance.
The construction of the fort was of such a nature that I could not use
my guns with full effect against a land force, though it was admirably
adapted to resist an attack from the gunboats and to blockade the river
at that point.

1 neglected to state that while the gunboat was aground during the
morning of the 17th no gun in the fort could be brought to bear upon
it on account of the narrowness of the embrasure which had been hastily
cut out the night before. That night they were widened sufficiently to
give command of the point.

I am, general, with great respect, your obedient servant,
E. M. STEIBLING,

Captain Fauquier Artillery.
[Maj. Gen. S. G. Feench.]

P. S.—It might be well to add that on the night of the 16th, when
the alarm was given, Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman told me that he had
orders to notify General Law should any force cross the river, and that
he had no courier. As my sergeant had a horse I offered him to the
colonel, and he was sent by his order.

[Indorsement.]

Stribling's guns were lost because the infantry placed in the work
as a garrison by Generals Hood and Law, and from whom they received
all orders, were captured. When Hood's infantry garrison surrendered
the guns were captured. Why not inquire how it was the garrison
found in the fort was captured °i

S. G. FEENCH,
Major-Oeneral, Commanding.

No. 29.

Report of Lieut. Col. John A. Jones, Forty-fourth Alabama Infantry, of
the capture of^ Battery Huger, April 19.

Names of the comjianits and th-eir strength captured in the fort at HilVa Point, on the Nan
semond liiver, April 19, all from the Forty-fourth Alabama Regiment.
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No. 30.

Report of Col. John K. Connalb/, Fifty-fifth isorth Carolina Infantry, of
the capture of Buttery Ilvrjcr, April 19.

Apeil 22, 1803.

SiE: 1 have the honor to state that in compliance with Special Orders,

No. 3, Headquarters French's Command, dated A])ril 17, three compa
nies from my regriment marched on Friday night, the 17th, to Norfleet's

house, on the Reed's Ferry road, and on Saturday morning, the 18th,

reported to Major Shumaker for duty, as specified in the order. The
fort intended for tlie reception of the two 32-pouuder rifled ])ieces which
my regiment v.-as to sup])ort not having heen com])leted, a detail of (50

men was, hy order of jVIajor Shumaker, made from the three companies
to iinish it. This having been done on Saturday- e\"ening, the 18th, the
guns were jjlaced in position during the night.

On Saturday morning, the 18th, I moved with the seven remaining
companies of my regiment to Norfleet's house, and some time during
the evening communicated with Major Shumaker, who advised me to

' place 4 men and a corporal at Le Comi)te's house, 4 men and a cor|)oral

at Eeed's Ferry, 4 men and a corporal at a point nearly equi-distant
between Le Oompte's house and the ferry, and a company at Moore's
house to support the three points mentioned. He also advised me to
place a company near the gate at the entrance of the field in which the
battery of 32-pounder pieces was situated to su^jport it. In addition to
this advice I received an order from General French in exact accordance
with the major's advice, except that the comi)any ])laced at Moore's
should be i)laced at Le Compte's house. In posting my men J obeyed
General French's order to the letter except as to placing a company at
Le Compte's house. This I did not do because Major Shumaker told
me that ho was thoroughly acquainted with the posts mentioned, and
that it was better to place the company at Moore's, which I did.
On Sunday evening, the 19th, Colonel Cunningham rode up to my

quarters some time between 4 and C o'clock and told mo in substance—
1 do not remember his language—that General French wished me to
sup])ort the batteries. The order was general, and I immediately or-
dered Lieutenant-Colonel Smith and Maj. fA. H.] JJelo to go and ascer-
tain the po.sition of the batteries, the number of mim necessary for their
support, the ground to be occupied by the support, and to report to me
as early as possible. They had not been gone more than an hour or an
hour and a half when I heard loud cheering in the direction of the river.
A few moments afterwards an ofticer (I know not who) rode up and
reported that Stribliug's battery had been charged by the enemy and
captured. I immediately ordered my regiment under arms, left one
eomi)any at Moore's house to supi>ort the three ])OSts mentioned above,
two companies at the gate referred to to support the battery of 32-
pounder pieces, and with the seven other companies proceeded as raj)-
ully as possible to the house nearest Stribliug's battery, which was in the
fort known as the Old Fort. There I came up with' Capt! [L. E. Ter-
rell, General Law's assistant adjutant-general, with two companies from
the Forty-eighth Alabama Eegiment. 1 inquired of the captain what
he was doing there, and learned that he had been sent by General I^aw
with the two companies mentioned to relieve the two companies which
were m the fort when it was captured. He stated that be had arrived
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too late—that the fort had been taken before he could render assist-

ance. 1 liad never been to the fort, knew nothing of its position or the
grounds aiound it, and asked Captain Terrell if he conld {jive me any
information conccrnin'; it, telliuj>' him that ] intended to charge and
retake tlie {;iins. lie stated that he had been to the fort and knew all

abont its (losition ; that it was situated on a point of land extending'

down to the river, and tiiat there was a deep ravine; or marsh in its

front o\er which my men could not possibly charge. In addition to

this the fort was dciended by six gunboats— tiiree above and thiee

below—and two laud batteries across the river. I intended to charge
and retake the fort, if possible, but upon learning its position and de-

lonse from ( 'a]itain Terrell knew that it would be worse than folly to

make the attempt. AYishing, however, to ascertain if it was still occu-

pied by the enemy I moved u]) to within some 500 or (iOO yards of the

lort, formed line of battle, aTid ordered the men to lie down. I then

ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, with two companies deployed as

skirmishers, to advance until fired upon, then to fall back ni)on the regi-

ment. He had not advanced more than 50 or 00 yards before he was
fired upon by the enemy's skirmishers, and, as ordered, fell back. The
lire of my skirmishers discovered to the enemy the position of the reg-

iment, wiien they opened upon me a heavy cross-fire from the six gun-

boats and two batteries. 1 immediately withdrew my regiment out of

range of their grape-shot, and, thiuking they would probably advance

with the intention of capturing the battery of 32-]>ounder pieces in my
rear, formed a second line of battle about half a nnle from the Old Fort,

threw forward skirmishers under command of Major Belo, and, although

shelled from the gunboats, awaited patiently the enemy's advance until,

1 suppose, about 1 a. m., when General Law came up and told me that

I was too far in advance and to fall back upon the skirt of woods some

(puirter ot a mile in my rear; also to draw in my line of skirmishers.

1 obeyed General Law's orders. This, as stated above, was about 1

o'clock. At daylight, or very soon thereafter, General Hood came up

and placed me under command of General Eobertson, with whom I re-

mained until near sundown, when I was ordered by General Hood,

through General Eobertson, to rejoin my brigade. General Law not

attempting to retake the fort during the night of the 19th, and General

Hood not attempting it on the 20th, establishes the fact that the attempt

would have been injudicious, and that I was fortunate in meeting with

Captain Terrell, whose statement relative to its position and defense

alone prevented my making it.

It will be seen, major, from this report that 1 did not have any men

in or near the fort when it was cai>tured; that it was attacked so soon

after Colonel Cunningham left me that I could not possibly have placed

men in position for its support; that when cai)tnred two companies from

General Law's brigade were moving forward to relieve the two com-

panies which were in it, and that I moved with all possible dispatch to

recapture the fort, had it been possible.
, ^ , , ^ ^, , . , i„o„, ^t-

As 1 was the commanding ofdcer on the field at the time, I aeem it

my duty to give Captain Terrell's statement concerning the action ot the

two companies under his command, which was that all the men m the two

companies deserted him except nine. 1 do not know tl'e oames ot the

nine men who remained with the captain or I would give them, thinking

they deserve favorable notice.
. ,„. n^avrv

The fire upon my regiuient, as you may well imagine was very hea%y

indeed, yet both ofQcers and men received it untlinchingly and with
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veteran-like steadiness. Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, Major Belo, and
Adjt. [H. T.] Jordan behaved with the utmost coolness and gallantry.

I had 10 men wounded (1 mortally) and 1 man missing, snp2)osed to have
been killed.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. K. GONNALLY,
Colonel Fifty-fifth Begiment North Carolina Troops.

IMiijor Daves.

[ludorsementa.l

Camp near Stiffolk, Va., April 22, 18G3.

I do not know the precise hour the instructions were given Colonel

Connally, bnt think it was earlier than 4 p. m. They would have been
delivered in tlie forenoon, but Colonel Connally was absent from camp
with (ieneral Law. I had left the batteries and arrived at camp before

the attack was made.
Kesi)ectfunv,

GEO. A. CUNNINGHAM.

Headqxjaetees,
Near Suffolk, Va., April 22, 1863.

Colonel Connally is in error, perhaps, in regard to the time be saw
Colonel Cunningham and received his instructions.

S. G. FEENCH,
Major- General.

No. 31.

Report of Maj. Gen. George E. Ficlcett, G. 8. Army, commanding Division,

of skirmish on the Edenton Road, Va., April 24.

Ueadquarteks Tickett's Division,
April 2C, 1863.

Major : I liave the honor to inclose report* of Col. [J. B.] Magruder,
of the Eifty-seveiith Virginia, commanding on the Wliitemarsh road, of

the skirmish which took place on his front on the 24th instant. Since
his report has been Landed in 4 of tlie pickets thought to be prisoners
have returned. Tliey took refuge in the swamps upon the atlvance of
the enemy. They report from wliat was overheai-d that the officers had
great difficulty in making their men come up to the mark. Simultane-
ously with the attack on the Whitemarsh road the enemy advanced in
my immediate front, opening fire from one of their redoubts near the
])oiut of the pond witli three rifled guns; also from a redoubt in our right
tront, and from a section of artillery which they brought out in front of
my advanced pickets. Their picket line, which was re-enforced, tried to
advance under cover of this heavy artillery fire, bnt were easily rejiulsed
by my pickets, who maintained their position and did not call on the
reserve regiment which I had sent up to support if necessary.

I am sorry to report that two very valuable officers of the Fourteenth
Virginia were very seriously wounded—Capts. [William D.] Tompkins,
[Company B], and [P.] Poiudexter, [Company I]. They were shot while

* Not found.
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in the execution of their duty with the most advanced of the scouts.
Also two men of the Twenty-ninth Virginia, Corse's brigade, slightly
wounded.
The ofiBcers and men engaged all acted with great coolness and readi-

ness, and it is evident the enemy was badly hurt.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

GEO. E. PICKETT,
Major-Oeneral, Commanding.

Maj. G. MOXLEY SOEEEL,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of Virginia and North Carolhia.

APRIL 12, 1863.—Reconnaissance from Gloucester Point to the vicinity of

Hickory Forks, Va.

Report of Lieut. Col. Charles C. Tevis, Fourth Delaware Infantry.

Camp Gilpin, Gloucester Point, Va.,
April 12, 1863.

Colonel : In pursuance of your orders I marched a detachment of 150
men (infantry), taken from the Fourth Delaware Regiment, to the points

indicated in your instiuctions to me. I felt all the woods between York
River and the main county road as far up as Timber Neck Creek, and
then took what is called tbe Pine Swamp road until its intersection with
the Bell Roy road, about IJ miles above Hickory Fork.

All the country was carefully examined by my line of skirmishers,

and indications of the recent presence of the enemy witc lound, particu-

larly at a small Methodist cbapel called Providence Clia])el, about 3

miles beyond our lines. All the inhabitants concurred in stating that

about 200 cavalry (Captains Littleton's, Clopton's, and Allen's compa-

nies), under Colonel Godwin and Major Vauglian, had been down since

Friday morning, and had returned about p. ni. to-day to King and
Queen's Court-House, where they are encamped. I found a consider-

able quantity of grain in the mill belonging to Coleman Roberts, on the

Bell Roy road, and as the rebels are in the habit of picketing there to

bait their horses, and as the owner confessed to correspondence with

their leaders, I burned the mill. My detachnient returned by the main

county road, only halting to destroy a grist and saw mill belonging to

Prosser Tabb, near Hickory Fork, in which large quantities of flour have

been lately ground for the use of the Richmond army. I would espe-

cially call attention to Charles Curtis, at Wilson's Creek, who receives

sfores for the rebels and who had rented the last-mentioned mill.

I have the honor to forward, too, the papers taken from two cavalry

soldiers belonging to the Fifth Virginia Cavalry, whom I captured, and

who were empowered by the rebel general, Stuart, to collect horses for

his regiments. The men and officers of my command did their duty well.

i would speak particularlv of the services of Lieut. John J. Toner, regi-

mental quartermaster, and of Dr. Hopkins, regimental surgeon, wlio

were of material assistance to me in the capture of the prisoners.

Very rcspectfullv,
CHARLES CARROLL TEVIS,

Lieutenant-Colonel Fourth Delaware Volunteers.

Col. A. H. Gkimsiiaw,
Fourth Delaware Volunteers, Commanding Post.
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APRIL 16, 1863.—Affair on the Pamnnkey Eiver, near West Point, Va.

Report of Maj. Peyton Wise, Forty-sixth Virgmia Infantry.

Headquarters,
White House, Va., April 19, 18G3.

General: I Lave just returned fi'om Taylor's Quarter, 2 miles from

West Point, to which place I was called on Thursday evening last by oc-

currences of which the following shall be a report. Permit me only to pre-

mise that this should have been sent to you earlier, but that a dispatch

which reached me at the place just named, and other reports which came
to me tending to show that you had retired from Williamsburg, left me
in ignorance of your whereabouts. On Thursday evening last a dis-

patch reached me by courier from Capt. [G. W.] Abbitt (stationed at

Taylor's Quarter, on the Pamunkey Eiver, with his own company and
that of Capt. [G. D.J Huffman and a section of artillery under Lieuten-

ant Hudgin) that two gunboats were descried in York Eiver slowly

approaching West Point. I immediately telegrai>hed this fact to Gen-

eral Elzey, aud then, after sending an order to Captain llaynes (sta-

tioned at Canton, in King William County, near Mattapony Eiver, with

a company of cavalry) to scout the Mattapony Eiver down to its mouth,

with a view to watch out for and prevent, as far as possible, any at-

tempted landing of the enemy above us on that river, or any raid of

gunboats, I i)roceeded directly to Taylor's Quarter. This was the scene

of the little action which I shall relate to you. The two gunboats re-

ferred to were steam proi)ellers, one of large size, the other of dimen-
sions not so great but respectable, and both conveying troops. The
fact that they bore troo])s is distinctly vouched for by citizens at West
l^oiut, who were not only close enough to both to see with ease whiit

was on board of them but were not so far removed from the smaller oi'

the two as that they could not hear voices on it. The larger of the gun-
boats lay oft' abreast the point afld near the opposite shore, on which
is the "brick house." Tiie smaller one passed West Point up into

1 lie I'auuuikey about half a mile. At this distance she was o])ene(l upon
by our artillery, which consisted of two small guns (of the Blakely pat-

tern) with round shot. The hrst shot was ineffectual, but the second
and third, following in quick succession, went tearing and crashing
right through her. it is t-ui)posed that she was struck twice afterward,
but certain it is that after an action of about three-quarters of an hour
she retired, evidently with the greatest difficulty and very badly dam-
aged. As she repassed West Point groans and screams of the most
heart rending descri])tion, heard with the utmost distinctness at the
Point, told not only of damage done to vessel but that her crew had ex-
perienced the eftect of the iron bail. When this gunboat rejoined her
consort they both steamed down York Eiver and have not been heard
of since. Next day at as early an hour as possible General Elzey was
informed of what had been done. Col. [E. T. W.] Duke was informed
of it with equal promptness by his pickets (Capt. [J. C] Hill's comjiany)
at Eitham, who were witnesses of the whole transaction. 1 shall leave
yon to judge, sir, what was the destination of the troops on board of
these vessels, but to enable you to form as correct a judgment as possi-
ble permit me to state that 1 am now firmly (convinced that the only ob-
ject of the small gunboat in enterijjg the l*aniunkoy Eiver was the cap-
ture of a large schooner which was pushing its way down the river and
was near Ellham. The larger one, too, went toward the 13rick House
Landing and lay near it. Can these troops have been destined to flank
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yonj If niy comniaad, while performing the special seiviee assiffued
to It, has been indeed mstrumeutal in proteetiug your rear, you need
scarcely my assurance that no one is more grateful for it than your
obedient servant, "^

PEYTON WISE,
Major, Commanding, &c.

Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, Commanding, &c.

APRIL 27, 1863.—Expedition from Yorktown beyond Hickory Forks, Va.

Extract from ''Record of Events" of Seventh Army Corps*

April 27.—Lieutenant Colonel Tevis, Fourth Delaware Volunteers,
with a detachment from his regiment and a detachment from the Sec-
ond Massachusetts Cavalry, went some distance above Hickory Forks,
destroyed a large amount of stores of the rebel army, consistintj of grain,
cotton, bacon, fiour, salt, coffee, sulphur, powder, flints, percus"sion-caps,
and quinine

; also collected and drove within the lines 57 head of horned
cattle, 2G0 sheep, and 8 horses and mules.

APEIL 27-MAY 1, 10G3.—Expedition from New Berne toward Kinston,
N. C, and skirmish (28tli) at Wise's Cross-Roads.

RHIPORTS.

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Iniiis N. Palmor, U. S. Army, commajiding Expedition.
No. 2.—Col. George II. Tcirsou, Fiftb Miissacliu.setts lufantry.

No. 3.—Lieat. Col. Luke Lyniau, Tweuty-seventU Massachusetts lufaotry.

No. 4.—Col. Cbarles L. Holbrook, Forty-third Massachusetts lufautry.

No. 5.—Col. Ch.arles R. Codmau, Forty-fifth Massachusetts lufantry.

No. G.— Col. J. liichter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry.

No. 1.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Innis N. Palmer, U. iS. Army, commanding Expe-
dition.

Hdqes. First Division, EiGHTEENin Army Corps,
Core Creel; Dover Road Crossing, N. C, April 28, 18G3— !) p. m.

Colonel : About midday to-day the weather cleared uj) a little and
a demonstration was made, having for its object principally the capture
of any of the enemy who might be on Sandy Eidge. Colonel Amory,
with two regiments (the Seventeenth and Forty-fifth), was ordered to

march up the railroad as rapidly as possible to the jiaiut where tlie rail-

road and Dover road cross. Colonel Jones, with liis own regiment (tlic;

Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania) and the Twenty-seventh Massachusetts, was
ordered up the Dover road. The arrangement was that the two columns

* From Return for Tiiouth of April, 1803.
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slionld meet at the junction mentioned. I recollected what General

Foster had told me about making the demonstration with infantry, and

also about giving Colonel Jones a command. All the other forces were

held in readiness to move in any direction. Nothing was found on the

ridge, the intrenchments nearest Core Creek having been abandoned.

The forces arrived at tlie junction nearly at the same time and there

found intrenchments with a force to defend them. A sharp skirmish

took place, when the enemy were driven out, leaving 2 men dead and 1

wounded. Tliey retired up the railroad in the direction of Ivinston.

Their line of retreat they had taken care to keep open and it was im-

possible to get behind them.
The wounded man found in the enemy's works is with Colonel Jones

command, which has not yet arrived in camp. I will get all the infor-

mation I can from him as soon as lie arrives here and communicate

further with you to-morrow.

Our loss is 1 man killed and C wounded.
This skirmish took place some 10 miles this side of Kinston. The

only information I ha^e been able to obtain thus far in regard to the

enemy's position, &c., at Kinston is from a negro, who says, " They have

plenty men, plenty guns, plenty forts."

We have provisions enough for to-morrow. If more provisions are

sent some wagons should be sent to transport them, for the roads are

very bad between here and the railroad. 1 have had them repaired as

far as possible to-day.

Very resiiectfullv, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMEll,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Lieut. Col. SouTHAED Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Eighteenth Army Corps.

Hdqus. Fikst Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
Core Creelc Railroad Grossing, April 29, 18G3.

Colonel : The rebel works carried yesterday are 8 miles from Kin-

ston. They command the i-ailroad and the Dover road. They were
erected last week and liave four embrasures. General Eansom, with his

brigade (six regiments), is 2 to 4 miles nearer Kinston. General Hill

has another division in that vicinity, at different points, where there

are other defenses. I cannot tell the condition of the bridge at Kinston;
the wagon-road bridge is good. I think we have impressed them with
the belief at Kinston that the whole Union force in this vicinity is to be
hurled on them. I send down 2 wounded men and 2 dead (one of the
Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania and one of the Forty-fifth Massachusetts)

;

both the wounded are of the Forty-lifth. One Confederate Avounded
also goes down. It was a hard day's work yesterday. The commands
returned at midnight. The roads are dreadful.

Very respectfully, yours,

» I. N. PALMER,
Brigadier- General.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Eightccnih Army Corps.

P. S.—Yours of C a. m. to day received. The ])osition of the forces
around Kinston are undoubtedly as I have given above.
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Hdqrs. Fiest Division, Eighteenth Akmy Corps,
New Berne, N. C, Hay 2, 1863.

Colonel : In accordance with instructions from department head-
quarters of April 20, 1SG3, on the morning of the 27th instant I embarkedmy division upon the cars, and at 3 p. m. all the command were at Batch-
elder's Creek. The First Brigade, Colonel Amory commanding, was
sent forward on the railroad to Core Creek. In accordance with my
orders ho took possession of the bridge at that point and sent a force
immediately across the creek to the switch but found nothing. His
command bivouacked on the railroad Immediately behind the creek,
while the remainder of the command, consisting of the brigade of Colonel
Lee, the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Colonel Jones, one sec-
tion ot Eiggs' battery, and a company of the Third New York Cavalry,
moved up a cross-road to the Neuse road, and from thence to tbe Dover-
road Crossing of Core Creek, behind which we encamped. Thus was
the command posted on two different roads, some 2J miles apart, with
a good cross-road connecting.
immediately after my arrival at the Dover-road Crossing I sent a force

across the creek and beyond to feel the enemy's pickets, but the party
found nothing.
At midnight it commenced to rain very heavily and continued until

noon of Tuesday, the 28th instant. At the conclusion of the storm the
whole country seemed flooded—the roads in a horrible condition ; still

I determined to make a movement on Sandy Eidge so that the enemy
might at least be kept on the alert, even if we effected no captures or
fought no fight. I felt confident, however, that we should find some of
the enemy's troops at the crossing of the Dover road with the railroad,
and perhaps some few in the iutrenchments at the easterly portion of
Sandy Eidge. I therefore ordered the following movements

:

Colonel Amory, with two regiments (the Seventeenth Massachusetts
Volunteers and the Forty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia), was.
ordered to march up the railroad as rapidly as possible to the point
where the railroad and Dover road cross. I will here say that Colonel
Amory, who has been ill for some time, was not able to go with the
brigade, inasmuch as it was impossible to march horses on the railroad.

He therefore returned to the bivouac, leaving Colonel Codman, of the
Forty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, in command.

Colonel Jones, with his own regiment (the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania)
and the Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel
Lyman, one company of the Forty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteer Mi-
litia, and two companies of the Third New York Cavalry was ordered
lorward on the Dover road, the understanding being that the two col-

umns should join hands at the above-mentioned crossing. In accord-
ance with orders from the commanding general the artillery was not
taken beyond Core Creek. All the other troops were held in readiness

to move in any direction. Colonel Jones moved cautiously, and finding

the iutrenchments on Sandy Eidge abandoned he pushed on with his

column beyond the ridge, seeing nothing of the enemy until the Lead
of the column arrived within 100 yards of the crossing, when be was
suddenly saluted with a volley of musketry from the opposite side of

the railroad. Supjwsing that there was a chance the party might be a
portion of Colonel Amory's column he took measures to discover the

truth, and found the enemy posted in rifle-pits, several hundred feet in

length, and entirely concealed in the thick brush. Some 75 yards in

rear was found another line of heavy earthworks of some 500 or COO
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foot i'roiit, witb an eiiibraHUie looking down ILc Dover road, but without
a gun. Both tLese lines were parallel to the railroad and strongly pro-

tected on the Hanks by marsh and thick underbrush, which was takeu
advantage of by the enemy's sharj^shooters.'

Colonel Jones immediately opened fire upon the enemy's works, grad-

ually advancing, and was making preparations to turn both flanks of the
position at the same moment, when a brisk fire was opened from down
the railroad from the column of Colonel Amory's brigade under Colonel
Codman. After delivering one volley two companies dashed down the
track with fixed bayonets and took possession of the work. This de-

cided the affair, the enemy retiring in disorder up the railroad toward
Kinston, leaving 4 killed and 2 wounded (1 mortally) on the ground.
One of the wounded was brought in.

The force of the enemy is variously estimated
;
probably about 300

men. He had no artillery. It was impossible to get in the rear and
capture this force, for they had taken care to keep the line of retreat

perfectly clear. After destroying the enemy's camji, both columns re-

turned to their respective camps.
The following day (the 29th instant) I directed that one regiment of

Colonel Amory's brigade be sent up the railroad beyond Core Creek to

support, a fatigue party, which was to make a show of repairing the rail-

road. The Forty-third Massachusetts was sent upon this duty, and on
this and the day following succeeded in putting the road in good con-
dition for a distance of 2i miles beyond the creek.
During the day of the 2t)th two cavalrymen, with some of the infantry

and artillery, went out a short distance from camp, when they were at-

tacked by a party of guerrillas. The two cavalrymen were killed. They
had permission from their commanding officer to leave camp. The other
men, 1 have no doubt, were on a pillaging expedition, and I am rather
sorry that they were not the sufferers. Cavalry and infixntry were imme-
diately sent in pursuit. They brought in several prisoners, evidently
citizens. A carefnl examination of these men convinced me that they
could not be the perpetrators of the deed. 1 therefore released them,
with the admonition that if anything of the kind again occurred in their
neighborhood they would be held responsible.
On the 30th a general move was made on different roads in such a

way as 1o create the impression that all the roads leading to Kinston
were filled with troops advancing on that place, and I have no doubt
that the enemy at Kinston believed it. The column on the railroad
worked at the repairs with a will, while the occasional whistle of the
cars undoubtedly conveyed the idea that troops were coming up from
New Berne. Colonel Lee, with a portion of the Twenty-seventh and
Forty-sixth Massachusetts Regiments, was sent to reconnoiter the road
leading from a point a mile or two across Core Creek (Dover-road Cross-
ing) to the Neuse road, while Colonel Jones, with the cavalry only,
moved by still another path to strike the Neuse road higher up. The
Fifth Massachusetts, Colonel Peirson, of the Second BJFigade, moved
down the Dover road toward the point at which the skirmish took place
on the 2Sth instant. Colonel Lee went through to the Neuse road, a
distance of about 6 miles, and returned, finding nothing but the traces
of a small party which had been in the neighborhood a day or two
beiore. Colonel Jones, with the cavalry, moved to a cross road iu front
ot the one followed by Colonel Lee and struck the Neuse road at Bid-
die's, a ])oint some G miles from Core Creek. Here he expected to find
a picket, which he hoped to capture, but on arriving he found they had
fallen back, lie then pushed on toward Moscley's Creek. The inhabit-
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iints informed bin) that a brigade of infantry, with artillery, was strongly
intrenched at Moseley's Greek, but on arriving at that point he found
the whole force had retired toward Kiuston on hearing of the skirmish
of Tuesday.
The position at Moseley's Creek Colonel Jones reports to be quite

strong. The creek here has two branches, behind each of which the
rebels had thrown up earthworks. The first line is some 400 feet long,
with one embrasure looking down the road. The front is broken into
bastions and a ritle-pit is placed in the rear. The second work has two
embrasures, more extensive than the other, flanking arrangements,
broader and deeper water in front, and is altogether a formidable
affair. The camps in rear of these works Colonel Jones burned and
destroyed.
From the information procured by Colonel Jones I have no doubt the

enemy drew in all their forces on all thp roads leading to Kinston after
tlie advance and skirmish by the two columns on the 2Sth instant.

Colonel Peirson, with his command, made a successful reconnaissance
down tlje Dover road, resulting in some useful information in regard to
the character of the country and road, location of cross-roads, houses,
&c., as will be seen by the accompanying sketch. On arriving within
about li miles of the intrenchments on the railroad Colonel Peirson
drove in the enemy's i>ickets and reconnoitered their position, which he
reports was occupied by a strong force ; what number it was impossible
for him to discover.
On receipt of Special Orders, No. 125, from Headquarters Eighteenth

Army Corps, on the 1st instant, I immediately returned to New Berne
with my division, by railroad, sending Colonel Jones, with his regiment
and the cavalry, around by the Neuse road and Batchelder's Creek.
The Avhole command behaved very well. The commanding officers of

regiments, &c., showed themselves energetic in the discharge of their

duties. To Colonel Jones, of the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania, I am in-

debted for much valuable information regarding the country, its inhab-

itants, &c. lilnergetic, untiring, and zealous, he has shown himself the

man for his place as commandant of the outposts in front of New r)erne.

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
I. N. PALMEE,

Brigadier- General.

Lieut. Col. SotiTHAKD Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant General, Eighteenth Army Corps.

No. 2.

Ecport of Col. George II. Peirson, Fifth Massachusetts Infantry.

Hdqes. Fifth Eegt. Massachusetts Vol. Militia,

Fort Peirson, New Berne, K. G., May 3, 1803.

SiE : In obedience to orders received, dated Core Creek, April 30, I

respectfully submit the following report of the reconnaissance inade by

me on that day

:

i ,
•

We left camj) about a. m. and moved on the Dover road, taking

notes and gaijiing, as far as possible, information concerning that road,

the cross-roads on either side, as well as the nature of tlic country. We
met with no opposition until we arrived within IJ miles of the enemy's
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position, at what is called Wise's Croes-Roads. We were there fired upon
by seven of the enemy's pickets, who were driven into the woods. We
then advanced cautiously, skirmishing with the diiferent pickets on the

road, until we arrived near to the enemy's works, which command the

railroad and the Dover road, about 10 miles from our camp. After re-

connoitering about one and a half hours and drawing their fire I found

the enemy io strong force. I then retired, agreeably to my instructions.

Accompanying this report I send a sketch of the roads, &c., through

which I passed, which I hope will prove satisfactory to you.

ilespectfully, yours,
GEOEGE H. PEIESON,

Colonel, Comdg. Fifth Begt. Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.

Capt. J. A. JuDSON,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Division, Eighte&iith Army Corps.

p. s._i omitted to state that' on my approacbing the enemy's works
he fired several buildings situated just in iront of him, probably to pre-

vent mj' taking shelter behind them.

No. 3.

Report of Lieut. Col. LuJce Lyman, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry.

Hdqes. Twenty-seyenth Regt. Mass. Vols.,
Camp Potter, Neic Berne, N. C, May 2, 1863.

Dear Sie : I have to report the part taken by this regiment in the

battle at Wise's Cross-Eoads on Tuesday, April 28

:

At 12 ra. of that day I received orders to report with my regiment
to Colonel Jones, of the Fifty-eighth Eegiment Pennsylvania Volun-
teers, which I did immediately. We moved about 1 o'clock, the Fifty-

eighth Regiment leading the column. When about 2 miles out Com-
panies D and E were thrown forward as skirmishers on the left of the
road and two companies of the Fiftj-eighth Regiment on the right. No
obstructions were met with except the enemy's pickets, who retreated
upon our approach, until reaching the crossroads. Here the skirmish-
ers found about one regiment of the enemy behind earthworks. They
engaged them promptly, and in less than one hour's fighting, averaging
20 to 25 rounds to a man, charged their works and drove them out.
Company D being the first to mount the parapet, receiving a volley as
they did so from the retreating enemy who had covered themselves
behind a second line of earthworks but left them immediately after
delivering a volley. The remaining companies of the regiment were
not brought into action.

Our casualties were small, only 2 being wounded, and they slightly

;

none killed.

I was not in a position to witness the action and therefore cannot
speak personally of the behavior of the companies engaged, but I am
pleased to jilace on record in this form the opinion of Colonel Jones,
who was in front and in direct command. He volunteered to say to
me on our return that these companies behaved nobly.

Respectfully submitted.

LUKE LYMAN,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Regiment.

Col. noEACE C. Lee,
Comdg. Second Brig., First Div., Eighteenth Army Corps.
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No. 4.

Report of Gol. Charles L. Holbroolc, Forty-third Massachusetts Infantry.

HOQES. FORTY-THIKD MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEERS,
Gavip Rogers, N. C, May 2, 1803.

ool^*^^?5^^ ' 1" accordance with orders received Wednesday evening,
29tb ultuuo, this regiment left the camp of tlie brigade on' Thursday
rnoruing at C o'clock and marched about 5 miles on the railroad toward
Ivinstou, halting near where the pioneer corps was engaged iu reuair-
lug the load The regiment bivouacked iu the woods, au.l returned to
the camp of the brigade yesterday moining, and at 1 p. m. embarked
on tlie tram and returned to New Berne.
On Thursday scouting parties were sent out in different directions

ana pickets posted, and nothing of importance transpired after leaving
the camp of the brigade. At the suggestion of General Palmer large
hres were built m the woods in and about our camp on Thursday night

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. L. HOLBEOOK,

Colonel Forty-third Massachusetts Volunteers.

Gol. T. J. C. Amory,
Commanding Brigade.

No. 5.

Report of Col. Charles R. Codman, Forty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry.

HDQRS. FORTY-FIFTn MASSACHUSETTS VOL. MlLITIA,
Camp Massachusetts, near New Berne, N. C, May 1, 18G3.

Lieutenant: In compliance with orders from brigade li(?adquarters
I have the houor to submit a report of tlie part taken by the troops
under iny command on the expedition uj) the railroad on Ai)ril 28:
On the evening of April 27, the brigade being then at Oore Creek,

on the railroad, I received orders from Colonel Amoiy, commanding the
brigade, to send two companies of this regiment, under a field officer, to
proceed up the railroad the next morning early and endeavor to ascer-
tain the strength of the enemy, with orders, however, not, to drive in the
enemy's pickets or to engage in any action.
Early on the morning of the 28th the companiis of Captains Minot

and Tai)pan were placed under tlie orders of Major Stuigis, and that
officer was directed to carry out the above instructions. The companies
left camp before 7 o'clock and proceeded upon tlieir destination. At
the same time, in compliance with orders from Colonel Amory, Captain
Bumstead's company was directed to proceed to the cross-roads leading
to the Dover road, with instructions to explore tliat road and to commu-
nicate with Brigadier-General Palmer, whose column was on the Dover
road.

At about 12 o'clock I received orders from Colonel Amory to proceed
with the rest of the regiment and the Seventeenth Massachusetts Vol-
unteers (Lieutenant-Colonel Fellows commanding) up the railroad to

overtake Major Sturgis, and to push on to the cross-roads nearest to the
junction of the Dover road with the railroad, with discretionary orders

to proceed to the junction. I was instructed to intercept any parties
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of the enemy that might he driven down this cross-road by General

Palmer's column.
The troops immediately started upon the expedition, and upon reacli-

iu"- the cross-roads I found Major Sturgis who reported the enemy ni

some force in the neighborhood of the junction. Tbat officer had carried

out his instructions with the most scrupulous fidelity, having caretully

concealed his force from the enemy, so as to give them no warning of

our Approach, and thus preventing them from receiving re-enforcements,

the presence of which at a later period of tlie day might have been em-

barrassing. As his men were much exhausted I directed him to leave

one company at the point at which I overtook him and to order the

others to fol'low the column slowlv. The column then proceeded, dnv-

in- in the enemy's vedettes and pickets. This duty was performed by

Oompany B, Fortv-fifth Eegiment, Captain Churchill, the pickets being

uniformly posted' behind log barricades and uniformly driven out by

Hanking parties from Company B. ^ , -r. , ,

Upon arriving at the cross-roads and learning that General i aimer s

column, under Colonel Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers,

was pushiug up the Dover road, I determined to proceed to the junc-

tion. Company F, Captain Daland, was ordered to relieve Company B,

in the advance, and the column then pushed forward, one company of

the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers being left at the cross-roads.

As we approached the junction Lieutenant-Colonel Peabody, m charge

of the advance, sent me word that there, was an earthwork across the

railroad. I immediately ordered a halt and determined to make noat-

tack untd Colonel Jones arrived, not knowing what might be the wish

of the brigadier-general commanding. The breastwork had no ditch

in front, and I inferred that the enemy had no artillery, as they might

have used it with effect before this time if they had had any in position.

In a few moments the enemy fired a volley from the breastwork upon the

advance of Colonel Jones, which was immediately returned, and I then

made dispositions for an attack. The breastwork was thrown up across

the track and extended some distance to our left. It also ran along the

track, crossing the Dover road. I immediately ordered Captain Daland

to open fire with his company, stationed on the railroad and deployed

as skirmishers on the right and left, which was done very vigorously.

I then deployed the companies of Captains Wales and Ilomans of the

Foi ty-fifth, and subsequently two companies of the Seventeenth, as skir-

mishers on the left of the railroad, with orders to advance, tiring. The
firing of these companies was rapid and energetic, and that of the

enemy, which was sharp for a time, soon slackened.

A favorable opportunity was then presented for a charge, and as

night was approacliing it was necessary to decide the affair at once.

Company A, Captain Denny, of the Forty-fiflh, having the colors of the

regiment, had been held in reserve, and was now ordered to fix bayonets
and prepare to advance. It came up gallantly along the railroad in

coluuni of platoons, supported by a comi)anj' of the Seventeenth, and
as it api)roached the work the first platoon fired a volley, and then,

stooping down, the second fired over the heads of the first. The com-
Xiany then rushed forward with the bayonet, the whole line of skir-

mishers charging at the same time, and the colors of the regiuient were
planted upon the work, the enemy giving w^ay. 1 then communicated
with Colonel Jones, and in accordance with orders the whole command
marched back to camp.

In this affair the troops under my command sustained a loss of 1 man
killed, Private H. M. Putney, of Company P, Forty-fifth Massachusetts
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(sliot tbrongil the bead), and 2 wounded seriously, Corpl. G. C. Eicb-
ards, Com])any E (in tbe tliigb), and Private J. F. Ames, Company K,
i'orty-liftb Massachusetts Volunteer Militia (in tbe cheek). One man
Corpl. [William D.] Leatherby, Company K, of tbe Forty-fifth, received
a slight wound in the thigh, and Captain Murdoch, also of the Forty-
filth, acting on the staft' of Colonel Amory, received a contusion from a
glancing ball. Four of tbe enemy's dead were found behind the breast-
work. The number of bis wounded cannot of course be ascertained.
The conduct of tbe troops throughout this afi'air was perfectly good.

Where all behaved well it would be invidious to particiilarize. I will
only say that I am much indebted to Lieutenant-Colonel Fellows, com-
iiiauding the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers, for judiciousadvice
and hearty supjiort.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES R. CODMAN,

Colonel Forty-fifth Massachusetts Vohmtecr Militia.

Lieutenant Paiikinson,
A. A. A. 6., First Brig., First Div., Eighteenth Army Corps.

No. 6.

Reports of Col. J. Richter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry.

llDQBS. Fifty-eighth Regt. Pennsylvania Vols.,
Camp at Batchelder's Creek, W. C, May 1, 1803.

Sir : In reference to tbe forward movement ordered on Tuesday,
April 2S, with a view to strike any force of the enemy on Sandy Ridge
and vicinity on the Dover road, I have the honor to report that I

marched at the time designated by you, with the Fifty-eighth Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers, the Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, one
company of the Forty-fourth Massachusetts, and two companies of the
Third New York Cavalry. Expecting to find, as on all previous occa-
sions, an enemy on Sandy Ridge, I moved cautiously, a line of skirmish-
ers in tbe advance, composed of one company of the Fifty-eighth and
one company of the Twenty-seventh, supported by two other coini)anies

of tbe same regiment, the cavalry 300 yards in rear of the first line, the
main column 400 yards farther to the rear.

Finding no enemy on the Ridge, which ends about 5.J miles from Core
Creek, I advanced beyond, on the road through the pocoson. That
road runs pi'incipally through swamps, with an occasional oasis of dry
ground, and, being chietly covered with water or very wet mud, is heavy
and difficult. It was thus late before we emerged on the drier country
toward the railroad crossing. When approaclung that point, on the
supposition that the column which you bad ordered to move on tlie

railroad some two hours earlier than I started must be already in posi-

tion at tbe crossing, I allowed my main column to halt and rest, and
proceeded with my advanced line and the cavalry. When less than
100 yards from tbe crossing a sharp fire, converging on the Dover road,

was opened from lyej'ond the railroad. My advanced line immediately

took cover and began to return tbe tire ; but, Kupi)0suig our friends

necessarily at the crossing and that it must be thorn firing under mis-

apprehension, I ordered all whom my voice could reach to cease firing,

and also ordered the guidon of the cavalry to bo brought forward and
waved, so as to manifest our true character beyond mistake. The volley
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with wliicli the guidon was saluted manifested clearly the true character
of the lire on us, and I immediately deployed my two reserve comjianies

on the flanks of the two already in line; sent hastily for my main col-

umn, and directed Captain Pond, who voluuteered to act as aide, to

ascertain the whereabouts of our railroad column ; at the same time
I endeavored personally to detect the position of the enemy and the

character of his defense. Scarcely a man was visible, but his fire in

front came from beyond the railroad, while his wings were advancjed

under cover of woods and brush, the ground in his front being entirely

open or affording very imperfect shelter. As soon as my main body
approached I detaclicd three companies to deploy as skirmishers and
move by a flank on the right of the enemy's line of fire so as to enfilade

it, and theu to s\veei> at right angles to the rear and along his line.

Just as this movement commenced, and while I was detaching three

other companies to move around his left, a brisk fire was opened from a
direction which I felt sure must come from our railroad friends, which
Captain Pond, who just then returned, placed beyond doubt. They
were advanciug at right angles with the enemy's line, who, being at the

same time pressed in front by the companies of the Fifty-eighth and
Twenty-seventh, soon gave way and retired in disorder. The true char-

acter of the enemy's position and defenses now appeared. We found sev-

eral hundred feet of rifle-pit breastworks on the rear of and parallel with
the railroad, but entirely concealed by low bushes and brush, without
flank faces, however, though flanked by bushes and woods. This way
a kind of outwork, about 75 yards to the rear, is the principal defense,
a heavy earthwork of 500 or 600 feet front and embrasure looking down
the Dover road, flank faces, and altogether a strong fortification, espe-
cially as a swamp on the right, at short musketry range with open
ground between, renders a flank movement difQcult. Considering the
character of the enemy's works it is diflicult to imagine why they aban-
doned tliem on so feeble a defense, especially as they seemed fully
manned with additional men advanced on the flanks of the outer line.

It is equally astonishing that our loss iu carrying those works could be
so small, being 1 killed and 1 wounded of the companies of the Pifty-
eighth and none injured of the Twenty-seventh ; 1 killed and 3 wounded
of the line which advanced on the flank. The four companies in front,
however, fought deployed as skirmishers, and took advantage of what-
ever cover the ground aflbrded. As to the enemy's loss, 4 were reported
to me as dead on the ground, 1 as mortally wounded—since died, I
understand—and 1 wounded was brought a prisoner with us, the other
wounded having been carried oft' by themselves.
In this aflair the men behaved remarkably well. Those of the Fifty-

eighth and Twenty seventh I can speak of on personal knowledge; the
others on information 1 received on the ground.
The number of the enemy I have no means of estimating, except from

their fire, which was that of four or five companies. The people of the
neighborhood said there was a regiment there, but I doubt it. They
also stated that there was a brigade, with a battery, at Wise's Forks, 2
miles in the rear, which may be true.
Having destroyed the enemy's camp and efiected the object of the ex-

pedition, I returned leisurely by the Dover road to our bivouac behind
Core Creek.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. EICHTER JONES,

Colonel Fifty-eighth Regiment.
Captain Judson, Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Hdqes. Fifty-eighth Eegt. Pennsylvania Vols.,
Camp at Batchelder^s Creek, N. C, May 1, 1863.

Sir : In reference to the reconnaissance ordered by General Palmer
yesterday on the Neuse road in front of Core Creek I have the honor to
report

:

I proceeded with Companies — and G, Third New York Cavalry, com-
manded by Captain Pond, in the aggregate about 90 men, toward the
Neuse, making a long detour in order to get into the rear of and sur-
prise the cavalry picket at Biddle's, about C miles beyond Core Creek.
The picket was not there, having been withdrawn on Tuesday evening
on the news of the fight on the Dover road. Being unsuccessful in this
collateral afi'air, I moved forward on the Neuse road toward Moseley's
Creek. According to the information obtained at Biddle's there was a
brigade of infantry, with artillery, at Moseley's Creek, but as I advanced
the number reported continually decreased until, about a mile this side,
I was told that the enemy had retired entirely after the fight of Tues-
day. Advancing cautiously, with part of the cavalry dismounted and
deployed as skirmishers, 1 verified the report and found the position
abandoned. The position at Moseley's Creek is naturally strong, there
being two branches of the creek, about 50 yards apart, and the works
which I found there are two lines of breastworks, one behind each
branch. The first line, about 400 feet long, is in part a heavy earth-
work with an embrasure, covering the road, but principally a lighter
work, good only against musketry, but with a deep rifle-pit in the rear;
it has also flanking and enfilading faces. The second work is much
heavier ; has two embrasures ; more flanking fire ; broad and deeper
water in front, and is altogether a formidable defense. In the rear of
the works I found three separate camps, which I burned and destroyed.
From the information I received it seems that the enemy (a brigade of
infantry without artillery) retired precipitately on Wednesday evening.
As my arrangements to return the same day did not allow me to follow
the fugitives, I was obliged to rest satisfied with the reports of the people
in the neighborhood that there were no regular posts of the enemy
short of Kinston, and that Kinston itself was 7 or 8 miles distant.

From the trepidation everywhere apparent I have no doubt of my hav-
ing been able to advance within sight of that place without opposition,

and I would have done so if other circumstances had allowed. On my
route the inhabitants expressed their opinion freely that the Southern
troops had abandoned them, and generally they asked me for written

protection.

Having accomplished fully the object of the reconnaissance I re-

turned and reached the bivouac, behind Core Creek, about 9 p. m.
The cavalry are entitled to great praise for this arduous march of 36

miles through a country supposed to be filled with enemies and afibrd-

ing continual opportunities for ambuscade, and with the prospect of

ultimately confronting a brigade. They did their duty unflinchingly,

and the admirable arrangements made by Captain Pond ijrevented the

scattered guerrillas whom we saw occasionally from using the advan-

tages of the swamps and thickets against us.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. KICHTEE JONES,
Colonel Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers.

Captain Judson,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

23 E E—VOL XVIII
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MAY 12-26, 1863.—Operations on the Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad, Va.,

and skirmishes (15th and 16th) near Carrsville.

REPORTS. '

jq^o. 1. Mai. Gen. Jolin A. Dix, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of Virginia.

No. 2.—Maj. Gen. Jolm J. Peck, U. S. Army, commanding at Suffolk.

No. 1.

Eeport of Maj. Gen. John A. Dlx, U. S. Army, commanding the Depart-

ment of Virginia.

FoET MoNEOE, May 16, 1863—1 p. m.

Colonel Foster is covering our work, which is in good progress on the

railroad near Carrsville. He has been engaged with the enemy more

or less. For two days a lively artillery fire has been kept up on our

workmen. Yesterday the enemy advanced within canister range, but

was driven back with considerable loss. On our side a caisson was

riddled, a horse killed, and 9 men wounded.
The iron is arriving in Norfolk. When we get on the other road we

shall probablv have some sharp fighting.
^ ' JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief.

[Addenda.]

Extractfrom ^^ Record of Events" of Seventh Army Corps.*

May 12.—Forces under Col. R. S. Foster went to Carrsville to cover

working parties employed in taking up the rails on the railroad between
Sutt'olk and the Blackwater.
May 16.—Surgeon Hand, medical director, and Captain Stevenson

captured by the guerrillas getting in rear of the troops.

May 26.—The expedition commenced returning to their camp, the ob-

ject of their mission being entirely accomplished; 36 miles of railroad

were secured.

No. 2.

Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. Peclc, U. S. Army, commanding at Suffolk.

May 15, 1863.

Colonel Foster reports good progress up to daylight. The enemy
fired about sixty shot and shell down the railway between 5 and 7 p. m.

;

no material damage. An attemi)t on his picket line failed.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Major-General Dix.

• From Return for the month of May, 1863.
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MAY 16, 1863.

Xhe work on the road has proceeded slowly from the damage done
by the rebels ; besides, Colonel Poster's troops have been engaged more
or less for two days. The enemy has kept up a lively artillery fire on
the track most of the time. Yesterday they advanced upon his position

within canister range, not suspecting his amount of artillery, and were
driven back with much loss. One of Davis' caissons is riddled with bul-

lets; 1 horse killed, 9 slightly wounded. Our loss is very slight. Have
deemed it best to press the work, making that the object rather than
engaging the enemy at that distance. Colonel Foster has managed thus

far with great judgment.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major- Oeneral.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix.

Mat 18, 1863.

In the skirmish of Saturday General Jenkins' loss was 17 killed and
about 30 or 40 wounded ; ours none, or verv slight.

JOHN J. PECK
Major- General.

General Dix.

MAY 15, 1863.—Capture of the Steamers Emily and Arrow.

EKPORTS.

No. 1.—Capt. Francis E. Porter, Eighth Massachusetts Infantry.

No. 2.—Capt. W. Dewees Roberts, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Capt. Francis E. Porter, Eighth Massachusetts Infantry.

Geneeai : I have just learned that the steamers Emily and Arrow

were captured by guerrillas, at Currituck Canal, on Friday.

Yours, respectfully, ^^^' '

F. E. POETEE,
Captain, Commanding Post.

Brig. Gen. H. W. Wessells.

[Indorsement.]

DiSTEiOT OF Albemarle,
Plymouth, N. C, May 17, 1863—7 p. m.

EespectfuUy referred to Headquarters Department of North Carolina.

Two gunboats from Captain Flusser's squadron will start in two

hours for Eoanoke and Currituck, using the North Shore as a tender.

One hundred and fifty infantry will embark in the boats, to attempt

the recapture or destruction of the Arrow and Emily. I am not in pos-

session of the details. The gunboats are the Commodore Perry and

"^^^^^y^^^y-
H. W. WESSELLS,

Brigadier- Oeneral Volunteers, Commanding.
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No. 2.

Report of Capt. W. Dewees Roberts, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Camden Cotjkt-Hotjse and Shiloh, K C,
May 17, 1863.

Major : I have the honor to make the following report from the

expedition sent out yesterday afternoon to intercept the party supposed
to have captured the Emily and Arrow.
The Pasquotank Guerrillas crossed the Pasquotank Eiver about 5 miles

below Elizabeth City on Friday morning, the 15th instant. About 4

o'clock in the afternoon they captured one of the above-named boats in

Currituck Canal, and with her pushed out into North River, where they

captured the other boat, taking her crew prisorrers. They then landed
their prisoners, and, under a sufficient guard, appear to have taken them
across the lower end of Camden County to near Shiloh and from thence
across the Pasquotank River to Elizabeth City, where they arrived on
the morning of the 16th instant (yesterday). Hearing of a Federal force

in the vicinity, under Lieutenant Titus, they again went down the river

and landed on the south side of the Pasquotank. The captured boats
seem to have been taken down the Albemarle Sound and up the Chowan
Eiver. The rebel crew declared their intention of so doing, but if over-

taken by our forces they would then destroy the boats.

The party capturing these boats seem to have been about 40 of the
Pasquotank Guerrillas, Captain Elliott commanding, and were guided
by Captain Sanderlin, of the Camden Guerrillas. None of the Camden
company, except the captain, were engaged in the capture.

I have received this information from several persons living in the
vicinity of Currituck Bridge, and the statements of all being the same
I deem it entirely reliable.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. DEWEES ROBERTS,

Captain, Eleventh Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry.

Maj. F. A. Steatton,
Commanding at South Mills, If. C.

[Indorsements.]

Headquartees, South Mills, N. C, May 17, 1863.

Respectfully forwarded to Brigadier-General Viele.
Captain Roberts was sent with one company of cavalry and a howit-

zer to intercept the captors of the Emily and Arrow immediately upon
the receipt of General Viele's dispatch on yesterday, but the notice was
not soon enough to enable my party to intercept the rebels. Lieutenant
Titus and one company was also out in the vicinity of Elizabeth City,
where the rebels landed, but hearing of his presence there they re-etii-

barked and escaped, probably through the Sound.
FRANKLIN A. STRATTON,

Major, nth Pa. Gov., Comdg. Detachment at South Mills, If. C.

Headquartees, Norfolk, Va., May 18, 18G3.
Respectfully forwarded for the information of the major-general com-

manding the department.
I sent a dispatch to Major Stratton, at South Mills, as soon as I learned

that the Emily and Arrow had been captured.
EGBERT L. VIELE,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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MAY 15, 1863.—Expedition from West Point to Robinson's Plantation, King
and Queen County, Va.

Report of Britj. Gen. Georf/e II. Gordon, U. S. Army.

UEADtiUAUTKUS UNITED STATES FORCES,
West Point, Va., May IG, 18C3.

General: Last uigLt I sent out a small expeditioii to capture if pos-
sible— if uot, destroy— iiaiiy Imudred bushels of grain which a negro
reported to be in a baru. Running up the left bank of the York Eiver,
about 2 miles below the mouth of the Mattapony, Captain Babcock, of
the gunboat Morse, carrietl my infantry to its destination and co-oper-
ated with his men and boats. The grain was found stored in a large
granary ; it was in bulk. The distance inland was about 1 mile. It was
lound impossible to carry the grain away ; therefore the building, with
its contents, was destroyed. Captain Motley, of my staff, who accom-
l)anied the expedition, estimates the amount of grain destroyed at over
(iOO bushels. The barn was very large and a very fine one, securely
locked and barred. The negro, who proved a faithful guide, says the
proprietor, Mr. liobinson, has been in the habit of shipping grain to

Eichmond ; that he sent a schooner load just before my arrival.

I am satisfied that the occui>ation of this Point by our forces and the
liver by the gunboats will compel rebels to resort to land travel, if that

be possible, to transport the large amounts of grain now on the river

bank awaiting transportation to Eichmond.
The company of infantry I sent out was Captain Wheeler's, of the One

hundred and forty-second Eegiment New York Volunteers, Colonel

Curtis.

I am indebted to Captain Babcock, of the Morse, for information that

led to the capture of this grain.

I am, general, very truly, your obedient servant,
GEO. U. GOEDON,

Brigadier- General, Gomdg. U. 8. Forces, West Point, Va.

Maj. Gen. John a. Dix,
Fort Monroe, Va.

MAY 15-28, 1863.—Operations on the Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad and

skirmishes (17th) near Providence Church and (23d) at Antioch Church

and Barber's Cross-Roads, Va.

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. Army, commandinR the Departmout of Virgiaia.

No. 2.—Maj. Gen. Jolin J. Peck, U. S. Army, commanding at Suffolk.

No. 3.—Itinerary of the Reserve Brigade, Department of Virginia, Brig. Gen. Isaac J.

Wistar, U. S. Army, commanding. May 15-28.

No. 1.

Report of Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. 8. Army, commanding the Depart-

ment of Virginia.

Fort Monroe, Va., Ifay 24, 1SC3.

The enemy, with two regiments of infantrj' and two field pieces, at-

tacked a detachment of our forces under General Dodge, on the Peters-
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burg Eailroad, 5 miles this side of Zuui, yesterday, and was promptly
and handsomely repulsed. The rails we are removing are very heavy,
but they will all be at Suffolk, by Thursday.

JOHN A. DIX,

Maj. Gen. H. W. Hai^leck,
General-in- Chief.

Major- General.

No. 2.

Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. Peek, U. S. Army, commanding at Suffolk.

May 17, 18G3.

General Dodge does not think there is any large force about Smith-
field. Major Pattou had taken 5 men and C horses ; when returning, his

rear guard was surprised and driven on the command, and in the fight

a bridge broke, letting down about 12 of his party, making confusion.
The prisoners escaped.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Major-General Dix.

MAY 18, 1863.

General Dodge went out with all the force of cavalrj% about 140, to
Smithfield. On the return of the party, Major Patton was attacked by
about 300 in a swamp and had a heroic fight. He was wounded in
three places and his horse wounded several times. His men did well.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

General Dix.

May 18, 1863.
I sent General Dodge to Scott's Mill and he made a very bold recon-

naissance with only about 140 men. It was on the return that the at-
tack was made on the Cypress Mill road, 3 miles from Providence
Church—not on our maps. Major Patton fought well. His move was
signaled and they were ready for him.

JOHN J. PECK,
^ . Major-General.
General Dix.

May 20, 1863.
Major Stratton reports the afiair at Newby's Bridge as highly credit-

able on the part of Lieutenant Titus and his small detachment. Lieu-
tenant Beatty, so severely wounded and left, has been brought in and is
doing well. They had 5 killed and a number wounded, while our loss
was 4 wounded.

JOHN J. PECK,
,, . „ , .^ Major-General.
Major-Geueral Dix.
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May 24, 1863.
At the same moment of attacking the advance at Antioch Church a

demonstration was made at Barber's Cross-Eoads, where a regiment
is watching the approaches centering there. Both failed, and the en-
emy was repulsed with considerable loss. At the church we lost 1 cap-
tured and 3 wounded, and captured a few prisoners.
Every rail beyond Windsor is removed.

JOHN J. PECK,
ilajor-General.

Major-Genoral Dix.

No. 3.

Itinerary of the Reserve Brigade, Department of Virginia, Brig. Gen. Isaac
J. Wistar, U. 8. Army, commanding. May 15-28.*

May lo.—By direction of Major-General Peck, Colonel Wardrop was
sent, with the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers and Nineteenth Wis-
cousin Volunteers, to assist in protecting working parties engaged in
tearing up the tracks of the railroad between Suffolk and the Black-
water.
May 20.—The Ninth Vermont Volunteers and the One hundred and

eighteenth New York Volunteers were sent, by order of Major-General
Peck, on the same duty, underthe command of 13rigadier-General Dodge.
May 2G.—The Nineteenth Wisconsin Volunteers returned, and May 27

the other regiments ; but the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers were
ordered out again immediately.
May 28.—The Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers returned to camp.

MAY 19-22, 1863.—Expedition from Gloucester Point into Matthews
County, Va.

REPORTS.

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, U. S. Army, commauding Fourth Army Corps.

No. 2.—Col. Jndson Kilpatrick, Second Now York Cavalry, commanding Cavalry

Brigade.

No. 3.—Lieut. James H. Gillis, U. S. Navy.

No. 1.

Report of Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, TJ. 8. Army, commanding Fourth

Army Corps.

Headquaeters Foueth Corps,
Fort YorJctown, Va., May 23, 18C3.

Sir- I have the honor to report that a combined expedition left

Gloucester Point on the night of the 19th instant and returned yester-

day morning under the following instructions :

A combined expedition will set out to-night for Matthews County The cavalry

and a section of artillery, supported by 200 iufantry, to leave Gloucester Point at 10

* From Kctum for Mayj 1863.
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a. m., will be under the immediate orders of Col. J. Kilpatrick, commanding cavalry
brigade. The gunboats and ferry-boat, under the command of Lieutenant-Com-
mander Gillis, IJ. S. Navy, will have onboard 200 infantry subject to the orders of
Lieut. Col. C. C. Suydam, of my .slaC A small supply of intrenching tools will be
on board, with some extra ammunition forthe tield artillery. Theinfantry will carry
100 rounds of ammunition per man, and all the troops will have two days' cooked
rations.

Colonel Kilpatrick will consult with Lietitenant-Commaudcr Gillis and Lieutenant-
Colonel Suydam in regard to the movement necessary to insure prompt and elfective

co-operation. Besides inflicting as much injury as possible on armed enemies the
detachments of the expedition will capture and bring in all animals and supplies
needful to our troops that may be found, but will not wantonly bum or pillage

anywhere.
E. D. KEYES,

Major- General, Commanding Fourth Army Corps.

The cavalry was from the New York Harris Light and Twelfth Illi-

nois. The artillery was commanded by Captain Mink, of the First New
York Volunteer Artillery, and the two battalions of infantry were from
the One hundred and Sixty ninth Pennsylvania Drafted Militia and the
Fourth Delaware, commanded, respectively, by Majors Smyth and La
Motte.
The expedition was conducted with spirit by the officers, and the men

behaved well. Only some straggling parties of the euemy were seen.
One guerrilla was killed and 2 of our men were wounded. About 300
horses and mules were captured, besides about 150 head of horned cattle
and the same number of sheep. A small amount of grain was brought
in, and a large amount of grain and forage collected for the rebel Gov-
ernment was destroyed. Five mills stored with grain and flour were
burned.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

E. D. KEYES,
Major-General., Commanding Fourth Army Corps.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Commanding Department of Virginia.

No. 2.

Report of Col. Judson Kilpatriclc, Second Ifew Yorlc Cavalry, commanding
Cavalry Brigade.

IIeadquaeters Cataley Brigade,
Fort Yorldown, Va., May 22, 1863.

General
: I have the honor to report the entire success of the expe-

dition under my command sent out bv vou on the morning of the 20th
instant. ^

I left Gloucester Point at 1 a. m.; reached Gloucester Oourt-House
at aaylight

;
passed down into Matthews County, and communicated

witn Lieutenant-Colonel Suydam, in command of the forces sent bv
wjiter, at 9 a. m., at the head of North Kiver.
Having posted pickets across the neck from North Elver to Pianka-

tank, 1 proceeded to Matthews Court-House without opposition, and
again communicated with Lieutenant-Colonel Suydam. I returned to
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Gloucester Court-House on the evening of the 21st, having scouted the
whole of Matthews and a portion of Gloucester Counties, finding only
straggling jmrties of the enemy.
The entire exi)editiou returned at 8 a. m. this morning, without the

loss of a man. Two men of the Second New York were wounded by a
guerrilla ; the guerrilla was killed. We captured and brought with us

oOO horses and mules, 150 head of beef cattle, and the same of sheep.

Large quantities of grain and forage collected for the rebel Government
were ilestroyed.

The officers and men of the command deserve great credit for the
prompt and soldierly manner in which every order was obeyed and duty
performed.

Eespectfully submitted.
J. KILPATRICK,

Colonel. Commanding Cavalry Brigade.

Maj. Gen. E. D. Keyes,
Commanding Fourth Army Corps.

No. 3.

Report of Lieut. James E. Gillis, V. 8. Navy.

TJ. S. Gunboat Commodoee Moeris,

Off Yorktown, Va., May 22, 18G3.

Sir : I have to report that at the request of Major-General Keyes I

have acted in conjunction with Brigadier-General Kilpatrick, by cover-

ing his operations in Matthews County. The object of the expedition

was to mount all the dismounted men under his command.

On the morning of the 20th instant I took on board 100 men from the

Fourth Delaware Volunteers, under Major La Motte, and with the

Winnisimmet in company, she having on board 100 of the same regi-

ment, proceeded to North River, where we arrived at 5.30 a. m. I re-

mained at this place until communication was had with General Kil-

patrick and in the evening I went into East River to cover his opera-

tions there. I remained at this place until about 9 o'clock the next

morning and then started for the rendezvous on North River. After I

arrived some horses were brought on board the Winnisimmet and we

lav quiet all dav waiting to hear from the different squads that had

been sent out. At 6 o'clock, all being ready for a departure, I took on

board 200 of the Fourth Delaware and started for Yorktown, where 1

arrived at 12.30 last night.

About 250 horses, 150 head of cattle, and a large number of sheep

were captured by the land forces in their march across the country.

General Kilpatiick and Lieutenant-Colonel Suydam, in obedience to

orders issued to them, destroyed all the property which they considered

useful to the rebels.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. GILLIS,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

B. C. Chetwood,
, ^ ., . r,

Lieut. Col. and Inspector General, Fourth Army Corps.
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IffAY 20-23, 1863.—Demonstration upon Kinston, N. C, and skirmishes

(22d) at Gum Swamp and (23d) at Batchelder's Creek.

REPOKTS.

No. 1.—Slaj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of North

Carolina.

No. 2.—Col. J. Kichter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, of skirmish at Gam
Swamp.

No. 3.—Itinerary of the First Division, Eighteenth Army Coi-ps, Brig. Gen. Innis

N. Palmer commanding, May 20-23.

No. 4.—Col. George H. Peirsou, Fifth Massachusetts luiantry, commanding Second

Brigade.

No. 5.—Col. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry.

No. C—Col. Silas P. Richmond, Third M.assachusetts Infantry, Second Brigade, Fifth

Division, of operations May 23.

Xo. 1.

Beporis of Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. 8. Army, commanding the Depart-

ment of North Carolina.

Headquaktees Eighteenth Aemt Corps,
New Berne, N. C., May 22, 1863.

General : I have the honor to report that, findiugthe enemy's troops

Avere coustantly being drained from this department for Virginia, and
finding that I could safely make a demonstration toward Kinston and
capture the enemy's picket regiment, 1 ordered Col. J. Eichter Jones,
commanding outpost (Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers), to en-

deavor to surround the enemy at Gum Swamp, and, if capturing it, to

make a demoustration as if attacking in force, carefully guarding a safe

and sure retreat. I re-enforced him with four regiments, four pieces of

artillery, and three companies of cavalry, and I am happy to say that
so far the plan has been successfully carried out. Colonel Jones sur-

rounded the Fifty-eighth North Carolina, attacking them on four sides,

and succeeded in capturing between 200 and 300 prisoners.
1 forward this meager account by this opportunity, and will have the

honor to send the further details as soon as they are ascertained.
Colonel Jones is some 7 miles from Kinston, threatening that place.

His retreat, should he be forced to fall back, is perfectly secure.
In uiy previous letters I omitted to mention, owing to the press of

business and the fact that I was just going on a tour of inspection, a
very successful little affair of four companies Third New York Cavalry,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, about the 7th of this month.* They
were ordered to make a circuit from New Berne to the White Oak Eiver
via PoUocksville and Young's Cross-Eoads and return by the way of
Newport. Colonel Lewis, learning where a company of the enemy's
cavalry were, which had gone from Kinston to endeavor to cut the rail-

road communication between this point and Beaufort, charged them and
succeeded in killing 2, capturing 14, and taking 36 horses, and without
the loss of a man killed or wounded on our side.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. G. FOSTER,

Major-General, Commanding.
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,

General-in-Chief U. S. Army, Washington, I). C.

* Reference probably to Bkirmish at Peletier's MiU, May 5.
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Headquaktebs Eighteenth Aemy Coeps,
New Berne, N. C, June 2, 1863.

General
: Eeferring to my brief report of May 22, 1 have the honor

to report that, learning from Col. J. Eichter Jones, commanding outpost
that lie deemed it possible to capture the enemy's outpost regiments atGum Swamp, 8 miles from Kinston, I ordered Colonel Lee's brigade, con-
sisting of the Fifth, Twenty-fifth, Twenty-Seventh, and Forty-sixth
Massachusetts Regiments, three pieces of Eiggs' battery, and a bat-
talion of cavalry, to report to him.

Colonel Jones ordered the Fifth, Twenty-fifth, and Forty-sixth, with
the artillery and cavalry, under command of Colonel Peirson, Fifth
Massacliusetts, to advance up the railroad and Dover roads to attack
the enemy's works in the front, while the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania
Volunteers and the Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, under
the immediate command of Colonel Jones, took a path through the
swamp to reach the rear of the enemy's position.
The main column, under Colonel Peirson, met the enemy's pickets at

dayhght of the 22d, and, driving tijem in, commenced an attack on the
front. Colonel Jones, with his command, owing to the character of the
road they had taken (the men having to go by single file), did not arrive
at the desired place until 9 a. m. On arriving in rear of the enemy's
position Colonel Jones deployed such portions of his command as could
be used to advantage, opened fire, and advanced. The enemy fired a
few desultory volleys, then broke and fled in great confusion, taking to
the swamps, and escaping by paths known only to themselves. On
hearing the firing of Colonel Jones' command Colonel Peirson advanced
his command and entered the works in front. After securing the pris-
oners (165) and spoils, demolishing the enemy's works and resting his
men. Colonel Jones made a demonstration and show of advance on Kin-
stou. At dusk the same evening his pickets were driven in and he
found himself attacked by the enemy in force and with artillery. He,
in obedience to orders, at once retired, followed by the enemy, and
reached onr outpost line without loss. Colonel Lee's brigade was put
on cars in waiting and returned to their camps.
The enemy, mortified at the success of Colonel Jones, and being

strongly re-enforced from Goldsborough, attacked our outpost line on
the p. m. of the 23d. I sent out a supporting force to Colonel Jones and
the enemy were repulsed at every point, but with great loss to us and
the service in the death of Colonel Jones, who was shot through the
heart as he was leading on two companies of his regiment to dislodge the
enemy from a position he had taken up. By the death of Colonel Jones
a most brave, zealous, and able officer has been lost to the service and
to this department.

I have the honor to inclose a list of casualties and a list of prisoners

and articles captured.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTEE,
Major-General, Commanding.

Maj. Gen. H. "VV. Halleck,
General-in-Chief, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.

[IncloBure.]

KiUed 2
Wounded 5

Missing 1

Total 8
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Prisoners 165
Horses 28
Ambulances and teams ^ 3
Baggage wagong 2
Muskets and equipments 80
l"2-poiinder howitzer with limber 1

Rounds of ammunition , 11,000

No. 2.

Report of Col. J. Bichter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, of
skirmish at Gum Swamp.

Camp at Gum Swamp, Eight Miles from Kinston,
May 22, 18G3—12 m.

Sir : I have the honor to report that my attempt to cut off the en-

emy's troops at Gum Swamp has partially succeeded.
I made the detour successfully with the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania

and Twenty-seventh Massachusetts, and attacked the enemy in the rear;
but, owing to my defective knowledge of the ground, he was able to de-
fend himself some time under cover of a swamp, and when finally broken
his men mostly escaped.
However, we captured 1C5 prisoners, and almost took General Ean-

som himself, who was accidentally at the post. The enemy's regiments
eugaged were the Fifty-sixth North Carolina and Twenty-fifth North
Carolina, and on our part the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania and Twenty-
seventh Massachusetts. Our loss is small—2 wounded, of the Fifty-
eighth. Of the enemy, I have G wounded reported to me.
Our [I] propose reconnoitering Wise's Cross-Eoads this afternoon,

and to morrow returning to our old lines. A particular report here-
after.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. RICHTER JONES,

Commanding Outposts.
Lieut. Col. SouTHAED Hoffman,

Assistant Adjutant- General, Eighteenth Army Corps.

No. 3.

Itinerary of the First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, Brig. Gen. Innis
]S\ Palmer commanding, May 20-23.*

J/ffi/ 20.—The Twenty-fifth and Forty-sixth Regiments, of the Second
iingade, which were commanded by Colonel Peirson, of the Fifth Mas-
sachusetts Volunteer Militia, in-accordance with orders from Headquar-
ters Eighteenth Army Corps, moved at midnight to Batchelder's Creek,
^^^./^o^^f°*1}°S officer of the detachment reporting to Col. J. R. Jones
ot the 1 ifty-eighth Pennsylvania, commanding outpost.
May 21.—The remainder of the Second Brigade (accompanied by Lieu-

tenant Horton, acting commissary of musters, and Lieutenant Allen,
aide-de-camp on the division stafl), consisting of the Twenty-seventh

* From Return for May, 1863.
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Massachusetts Volunteers and the Fifth Massachusetts Volunteer
Militia, was transported bj' railroad to White's house, about 1 mile from
Core Creek, where they were afterward joined by the remainder of the
brigade and the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania, with some cavalry and ar-

tillery. At dusk the Twenty-seventh was sent, with the Fifty-eighth
Pennsylvania, both under the immediate command of Colonel Jones, of

the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania, by an unfrequented path to the rear of

the enemy's ontpost, at Gum Swamp, some 8 miles from Kinston, N. C.

At midnight the remainder of the column moved up the Dover road (to

which they had previously marched from the railroad) to attack the
enemy in front.

May 22.—At daybreak the advance of the United States troops on the
Dover road encountered the enemy's pickets and drove them in. The
main body then came up and annoyed the enemj' with desultory skir-

mish firing until about 10 a. m., when Colonel Jones (who had succeeded
in reaching the enemy's rear) made a dash upon their position, and, in

conjunction with ihe troops in front, succeeded in capturing 105 prison-

ers. Our column now slowly retirtjd, closely followed by the eneniy with

cavalry and artillery. He shelled our rear for some time, but without
eflect, and about t) j). ni. our troops bivouacked behind Core Creek.

lilay 23.—At daylight our pickets were attacked, but the enemy's ad-

vance was driven back by a few well-directed shell. A move was then

made toward the railroad, but it was soon discovered that the enemy
had crossed Core Creek, on the line of the railroad, and were reoccu-

jiyiug in force. Accordingly Colonel Jones, wishing to avoid another

action, made his way through a dense swamp, striking the railroad

several miles below White's house, and, taking the cars awaiting there,

returned to New Berne about 5 p. m. The i)risoners on their arrival

were paroled by the following staff officers of this division : Captain

Judson, assistant adjutant-general ; Lieutenant Horton, acting commis-

sary of musters; Lieutenant Allen, acting aide-de-camp. The pickets

at ijatchelder's Creek were shortly after attacked, and the Forty-fifth

Eegiment Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, of the First Brigade, was

sent out.

No. 4.

Report of Col. George II. Peirson, Fifth Massachusetts Infantry, com-

manding Second Brigade.

IlDQTlS. SECOND BEIG., FiBST DiV., EIGHTEENTH A. C,
New Berne, N. C, May 27, 1803.

By reason of the lamented death of Col. J.Eichter Jones, Fifty-eighth

Pennsylvania Volunteers, a most gallant, earnest, devoted, and loyal-

hearted soldier and patriot, and the commander of the late expedition

to the enemy's outpost, known as Guin Swamp, it devolves upon the

undersigned", being the senior officer present, to make as complete a re-

port thereof as possible for the information of the commanding general.

The forces comprising the expedition consisted of Lee's brigade (Twen-

ty -lifth Twenty-seventh. Fifth, and Forty-sixth Massachusetts llegi-

ments),' under the immediate command of the undersigned ;
the Fifty-

eitrhth Pennsylvania Volunteers, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel

Curtiss; three pieces of Battery H, Third New York Artillery, under
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commaml of Lieut. John D. Clark; and four companies of the Third
j^ew York Cavalry aud Allis' battery, under command of Captain
Jacobs.
The Twenty-fifth and Forty-sixth Eegiments, with the artillery, left

New Berne at midnight of the 20th instant and arrived at Batchelder's

Creek at daybreak on the morning of the 21st.

The Twenty-seventh and Fifth Regiments arrived at Batchelder's

Creek by rail at 8 o'clock on the 21st, and soon after the cavalry re-

ported near the creek, on the Neuse road. Colonel Jones then took

command, sent forward by rail the Twenty-seventh and Fifth Regiments
to White's house, in the vicinity of a mile from Core Creek ; the cav-

alry and artillery by the Dover road, and subsequently, on the return of

the train, transported the remaining infantry to White's house. From
there, about 5 o'clock, the Twenty-seventh Regiment was sent up the

railroad to a depot on Core Creek, there to halt and await further or-

ders. The remaining regiments marched to Core Creek, on the Dover
road, where we joined the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania, previously sent

forward by Colonel Jones.
The object of the expedition was to surround and capture a rebel

regiment at Gum Swamp, the outpost of the enemy, 8 miles from Kins-

ton. I have now the honor to state in detail, so far as I am able, the

means taken to accomplish it.

It was decided to send two regiments by an unfrequented and cir-

cuitous path to the enemy's rear, while the main column moved up and
occupied the enemy's attention and prevented his escape in front; both
columns were to arrive at the enemy's intrenchments as near daybreak
as possible on the morning of the 22d, aud thus make a joint attack
front and rear. Accordingly, at dusk on the 21st, Colonel Jones
moved at the head of his column, consisting of the Fifty-eighth Penn-
sylvania and Twenty-seventh Massachusetts, which he subsequently
joined at the depot, and stealthily proceeded, under cover of the night
and by direction of a faithful guide, to gain the enemy's rear.

Not being able to state from personal knowledge the movements and
doings of this column I quote so much of the reports of Lieutenant-
Colonels Lyman and Curtissas appertains to this:

FROM THE REPORT OF LlEaTENANT-COLOXEL LYMAN.

At 8 o'clock Colonel Jones, Tvith bis regiment, joined us, wlien the march com-
menced. We left the raihoad to our right and took a path through the woods and
swamp running, in its general direction, parallel with the railroad and I should judge
from 1 to 3 miles from it. The path was almost impenetrable for a large part of the
way, and it was with great difficulty we succeeded in getting through. The guide
is deserving of great praise for bringing us out at the point indicated, showing a
thorough knowledge of the country. We arrived at a point about 1 mile in rear of
the enemy's works at 7 o'clock in the'moming, only halting during the night to clear
our way. The march was necessarily slow and very tedious ; the distance w.as Haid
to be 14 miles; in my opinion it was much farther. Here the men were allowed to rest
for a half hour to eat their breakfast. Moving on to within a short distance of the
breastwork Colonel Jones ordered me to send four companies to hold the Dover road
to prevent an attack upon our rear bV the enemy coming from Kinston. 1 detailed
Companies B, C, G, and K, un<ler command of Captain Caswell, and sent them as
directed; three more companies of tlie regiment were ordered to advance and take
possession of the railroad at a point above the works. Companies H, I, and D were
sent forward under command of Captain Sanford. The remaining companies of the
regiment were held in reserve for the support of Captain Sanford under my own orders.
Captain Sanfoid came upon the enemy almost immediately, directly in front of his
advance

;
they having retreated from their works and taken position behind the rail-

road embankment, he attacked them immediately. A brisk musketry fire was kept up
lor a short time on both sides, when Captain Sanford ordered a charge with the bay-
onet, which was done in splendid style, the enemy retreating to the woods, our men
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following anrl taking a iiniubor of iirisoiifrs. As eoon as a cbavgc^ was made I look
the reserve farther lo the lolt, so as to out off the eiuMuy's retreat ri])OU the railroad
above Captain Sanford's position. Most of the prisoners were taken between and in
front of these two Uotachmeuts.

rnOM THE KEPOKT OF LIEUTENANT-COLONEL CURTISS.

The two regiments turned off to the left of the railroad into a kind of path, which
was not ofrcu traveled. We pursued the wanderings of this path, streams, swamps,
swales, and ditches, where it seemed impossible for mantopass. The great difficulty
of moving, except by single tile, prevented our arrival at the works until about 10
o'clock a. m.. when Colonel Jones, who commanded the expedition, directed that two
companies tromthe Fifty-eighth, then under my couimand, to wit, Company I, under
the command of Lieut. W. W. Wells, and Company K, to be sent forward, under the
command of Capt. Cecil Clay. These companies immediately deployed as skirmielr-
ers and advanced cautiously, under cover of the wood, until they arrived at a cleared
field near the railroad and within plain view of the enemy's works. Both companies
quickly opened fire, and then under a double-quick charged upon the enemy, captur-
ing one piece of artillery while the ofiBcer in charge was endeavoring to discharge it

upon ns. Company I, commanded by Lieutenant Wells, arrived at the piece, having
the shortest distance to go, a little in advance of Company K, which was making
with all possible speed to capture the piece. The enemy fed terror-stricken, after

discharging their pieces, in all directions into the adjacent swamps, except the rebel
lieutenant commanding the artillery, who was vainly endeavoring to discharge his

piece upon our advancing column, but which was wrested from him and captured,
together with six horses, which had become detached from the piece, and with their

drivers were endeavoring to flee.

The other column, under iny own immediate command, mored from
Core Creek at midnight on the 21st, and at daybreak encountered the

enemy's pickets about 1 mile from their intrenched position at Gum
Swamp. The column moved up steadily to within 500 or CdO yards of

the iutrenchments and were there deployed—the Twenty-fifth on the

extreme right, the Fifth on the extreme left, and the Forty-sixth in

support of the artillery in the center ; the cavalry were placed within

supporting distance in the rear. My object was simply to attract the

attention of the enemy and as far as possible to keep them in ignorance

of onr real intention. Accordingly I ordered each regiment to send for-

ward skirmishers and draw the fire of the enemy, keeping themselves

protected as much as possible. Desultory firiug was thus kept up for

several hours, with trifling damage to ourselves and probably to the

enemy. About half past 9 or 10 rapid firing was heard in the rear of

the enemy. Judging that Colonel Jones had succeeded in reaching the

desired position, I moved forward the Twenty-fifth Massachusetts on the

right and the Fifth Massachusetts on the left, and ordered them to be

prepared, if necessary, to charge the iutrenchments. The Forty-sixth

Massachusetts were ordered to support the Twenty-fifth, advancing

farther to the front; Colonel Pickett, commanding Twenty-fifth, pru-

dently threw forward skirmishers to ascertain if the works were aban-

doned. The skirmishers reporting that the enemy had'left their first

Hue I ordered forward the regiments rapidly to gather up the fruits of

the victory. On entering the work we met detachments of the Twenty-

seventh Massachusetts and Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania bringing in pris-

oners, many of whom they had captured by brilliantly charging them.

Detached squads were sent into the swamps to hunt out and capture

thoie of the enemy who were there concealed ; many prisoners were

taken in this manner.
The force of the enemy, from the information received from prisoners,

appears to have been between GOO and 700. The escape of so many was

principally owing to the fact that the detachment of the Fifty eighth

Peunsvlvania sent down the Dover road to attack directly in the rear
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routed the enemy before another detachment of the Twenty seventh

Massachusetts had reached the railroad on the left.

Colonel Jones, as soon as he could communicate with our column, or-

dered forward the cavalry, but the enemy, before the cavalry could

overtake them, had proceeded too far to be cut off.

The whole force remained at and near these works until after 5 o clock

p m. many of the men employed in demohshing the works, the others

being allowed to rest. At this time our pickets were attacked by artd-

lery and infantry and driven in. The Twenty-seventh and Fifty-eighth,

then in bivouac on the other side of the creek, joined the mam column,

and a disposition was made of the whole force to resist an attack. After

opening with artillery upon the enemy, who were m considerable force

ou the railroad, the columu slowly retired, one piece of Battery H being

ill I lie iT'iir of the infautrv and one company of cavalry, under command

of Captain Willsou, covering the rear of the column. The enemy closely

followed and opened with artillery upon our column, fortunately doing

no harm, to which Lieutenant Clark replied with a few shots. Another

column, apparcntlv of considerable strength, moved down the radroad

on the rigbt. At 10 o'clock p. m. we crossed Core Creek and encamped

for the iifghT, being undisturbed by the enemy. A little after daybreak

on the morning of the 23d the enemy's skirmishers engaged ours at the

creek, but a few shell from our artillery silenced their skirmish firing

altogether.

Colonel Jones had previously determined to move his command i.i

two columns from Core Creek, the one on the Dover road to Batchel-

der's Creek and the other by the cross-roads to the railroad and thence

by cars to New Berne. In the opinion of Colonel Jones the enemy were

not posted in any very considerable strength at this creek, and hence

he did not deem it necessary to vary from his previous plans. Accord-

ingly Colonel Jones, with the artillery, cavalry, and Fifty-eighth Penn-

sylvania, guarding the prisoners and baggage train, moved leisurely

down the Dover road to Batchelder's Creek without the least molesta-

tion from the enemy. The main column (Lee's brigade), under my im-

mediate command,"took the cross-road leading to the railroad, distant

some 3 miles. Colonel Pickett, being at the head, sent forward one

company as an advance guard, with orders to proceed to the railroad

and report the condition of things there. In a few moments messengers

came back from Lieutenant Hunt, Twenty-seventh Eegiment, who had
been left with 20 men at the Core- Creek railroad bridge, with the in-

formation that the enemy had driven in his pickets and that three reg-

iments were coming down the railroad track with the very evident

intention of commanding the road, or, at all events, of attacking our left

and rear before we could reach the cars. Judging that it was most
wise under the circumstances to avoid a collision with the enemy, inas-

much as a victory even would have been a sacrifice of men and barren
of any substantial benefits, and the more certainly to prevent their

getting between our column and the cars, then in waiting in the vicinity

of White's house, on consultation with Colonel Pickett, Twenty-fifth
Massachusetts, and my staff officers. Captain Bartlett and Lieutenant
Myrick, I determined to strike in a diagonal direction through the
woods to the left and thus reach the cars in the shortest time. Unfor-
tunately we were obhged to pass through a dense, briery-tangled, and
dismal swamp, so common in the low marshy lands in this part of the
jountry. Our progress was thus somewhat delayed, but in due time
the whole column safely crossed and took the cars for 'Sew Berne.
The subsequent attack by the enemy at Batchelder's Creek on the
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afternoon of the 23d, which resulted in the death of Colonel Jones, not
being, within the limits or against the forces of my command, I have no
report concerning this to make. Most of the commanders who have
made their reports to me unite with their commands in deploring the
loss the department and the service have sustained in his death. As
a soldier he was brave, stout hearted, and untiring in his efiorts; as a
man, earnest, magnanimous, honorable, and devoted to his duty. He
was never appalled by danger or overcome by incapacitating fear, but
always sought to deal heavy and sturdy blows against the enemies of
his country.

^^
I desire to mention in favorable terms the forces under my command.

The Twenty-seventh and Fifty-eighth Eegimeuts are deserving of praise
for the patience with which they bore the fatigues of the night march
and the gallant manner in which they charged upon and captured so
many of the enemy. Lieutenant-Colonel Lyman speaks in approving
terms of his officers and men. Lieutenant-Colonel Curtiss specially
mentions Captain Clay, Company K, and Lieutenant Wells, Company
I, for their energy, skill, and gallantry. I commend the Twenty-fifth
Massachusetts tor their high state of discipline and for the promptness
and zeal which they displayed on all occasions. The Fifth and Forty-
sixth Massachusetts manifested great enthusiasm to distinguish them-
selves and add to their character as regiments; had serious work been
required of them I have no doubt they would have done it with spirit
and determination. *

I have the honor to report the following number of prisoners and the
following list of captured property as the fruits of the expedition : One
hundred and sixty-five prisoners, 28 horses, 10 mules, 2 baggage wagons,
3 ambulances, 10 sets single harness, 6 artillery harness ((jomplete), 11
saddles, 3 saddles (artillery), 9 bridles, 80 muskets, 80 sets of equip-

ments, 11,000 rounds of ammunition, 1 12-pounder howitzer with limber.

I have the honor also to state the casualties in tabular form :
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No. 5.

Report of Col. Josiah Piclcett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry.

Hdqks. Twenty-fifth Eegt. Massachusetts Vols.,

Camp Oliver, New Berne, N. C, May 25, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken

by the Twenty-fifth Eegiment Massachusetts Volunteers in the late ex-

pedition to Gum Creek

:

I left my camp in this city at 12.30 o'clock on the morning ot the

21st. My orders were to proceed to Batchelder's Creek and report for

orders to Colonel Jones, Fifty-eighth Eegiment Pennsylvania Volun-

teers. I reached Batchelder's Creek a little after daylight and imme-

diately reported. Having some hours in which to rest my men, I placed

them in the woods on the right of the road leading to the camp of the

Fiftv-eighth Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. At about 3 p. m. I

l)laced iiiv regiment aboard a train of cars in waiting and moved up

the railroad about 8 miles in the direction of Core Creek. There we
disembarked and ioined the other regiments of the Second Brigade, the

Twentv-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers and the Fifth Massachusetts

Volunteer Militia. We then marched to Core Creek and bivouacked

uutil 11.30 o'clock.

At 12 o'clock we took up the line of march for Gum Creek, my regi-

ment in the advance. After crossing the bridge at Core Creek I threw

forward Company K, Capt. J. Waldo Denny commanding, as an ad-

vance guard. We moved on quietly, meeting no opposition from or

seeing any signs of the enemy until about 4 o'clock in the morning of

the 22d, vih^n our advance guard met the enemy's pickets, exchanged
shots with them, and drove them iu. Advancing cautiously, we were
soon iu the neighborhood of the enemy's camp. By order of Colonel

Peirson I filed my regiment into the field to the right of the road and
took position on the left flank of the enemy, forming line of battle. I

sent out Com])any K, Capt. J. Waldo Denny, and Company E, Capt.

Thomas O'Xeil, as skirmishers and to discover and report the position

of the enemy. Captains Denny and O'Neil soon sent word that they
were within sight of a long line of earthworks and had exchanged shots

with the enemy. I instructed them to engage him closely, so as to draw
if possible his attention from his flanks and rear. This they succeeded
in doing admirably. Our skirmishers exchanged their first shots with
the enemy at his earthworks at about G.30 o'clock. At 10 o'clock we
heard firing in the rear of the enemy, which indicated the approach of
Colonel Jones in that direction. I immediately strengthened my line

of skirmishers by throwing forward Company A, Captain Goodwin, and
moved forward my regiment in line of battle. Company A was soon
over the earthworks. The enemy, outflauked and attacked in the rear,
had fled precipitately to the woods and swamps, and I had the pleasure
in a few moments of seeing my regimental colors planted upon their in-
trenchments. At 5 p. m. the enemy, no doubt re-enforced from Kinston,
moved down the railroad and commenced shelling the woods.
The object of the expedition having been accomplished, after our

artillery had thrown a few shells at them, we took up the line of march
for .Core Creek ; my regiment, with Company—, of the Third New York
Cavalry, and one piece of artillery from Battery —, Third New York
Artillery, formed the rear guard. The enemy followed us, occaaionally
shelling the woods. They, however, did ns no damage, and we arrived
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safely at Core Creek at about 10.30 that uight. We bivouacked here
without fires for the night.

At 6.30 o'clock on the morning of the 23d we took up the line of march
for the railroad, there to take the cars for Batchelder's Creek. The col

umn had been in motion but a few moments when the enemy's advance
guard fired upon our troops from the other side of the creek. Our artil-

lery soon dispersed them, and, being in the advance, I threw forward
one company as advance guard, with orders to proceed to the railroad

and report the condition of things there. In a few moments messengers
came in with information that the enemy had driven in the pickets of

the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, who were stationed upon the
railroad, and that they were moving down in force (three regiments),

with the very evident intention of striking our left flank and rear before

we could reach the cars. In order to prevent this movement, which
would have proved very disastrous to us, by order of Colonel Peirsou

I filed the head of the column to the left into the woods, intending to

run parallel with the railroad for some distance and then to strike it

far enough down as to enable us to bring our whole force into position

and give them battle. The head of the column struck into a swamp,
which at first seemed but little likely to impede our march, but ere long

it became almost impenetrable and seemed interminable; without guides

and in endeavoring to reach the railroad, we lost our way. Finally a

pocket-compass was obtained, and in a short time we struck the rail-

road some distance below where we intended to and about 2 miles above

Tuscarora Depot. Here we met the cars, and the men were picked up

as they came out of the woods, and without any further occurrence of

importance were conveyed to New Berne. I reached my camp between

3 and 4 p. m. Saturday, the 23d.*

I have the honor to be, respectfully, yours,
JOSIAH PICKETT,

Colonel, Comdg. Twenty-fifth Begt. Massaclmsetts Vols.

Capt. Geoege W. Baetlett,
A. A. A. O., Second Brig., First Div., Eighteenth A. G.

No. 6.

Report of Col. Silas P. Richmond, Third Massachusetts Infantry, Second

Brigade, Fifth Division, of operations May 23.

Hdqes. Thied Massachttsetts Voluntebe Militia,

Camp Jourdan, near New Berne, N. C, May 25, 1863.

Colonel- I have the honor to make the following report of the

movement of mv command during the late disturbance at the outposts:

At 4 p m. on the 23d instant I received orders to have my command

in readiness to march at a moment's notice with 60 rounds of ammu-

°^At 7 pm. about 200 rebel prisoners were committed to my charge,

and at the same time news came that Colonel Jones, Fifty-eighth Penn-

sylvania, was killed at Batchelder's Creek, and that his regmient, to-

gether with Lee's brigade, had been driven in with some loss.

At 8 i> m. 1 received orders to march immediately. I did so, having

written instructions to govern my movoment.s._ Being obliged to leave

—
• Nominal list of casualties shows 3 men wounded and 1 missing.
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a strong guard over tlie rebel prisoners, I liad with nu3 only 25 officers

aud 453 meu. I took the Neuse road and proceeded to a point beyond

its intersection with the railroad, and halted in a convenient position

lor communication with our force on the Neuse road, near Batchelder's

Creek, and also with our force on the railroad near the same creek.

We there rested on our arms during the remainder of the night.

Just after dayhght on the 24th, by order of General Palmer, I sent

Company A, of my command, forward to the junction of the Neuse and

Washington roads to support a section of Howell's battery.

At 9 30 a m., report having been received from the outposts that the

enemy had retired, I received orders to return with my command to

camp at New Berne, leaving the outposts as they were. The day was

extremely hot and the roads very dusty, therefore we marched very

slowly. Reached camp about noon. No severe casualties.

Eespectfully submitted.
^_ ^ RICHMOND,

Colonel, Commanding Regiment.

Col. J. JOTJEDAN,
Comdg. Second Brig., Fifth Div., Eighteenth Army Corjps.

MAY 31-JTJNE 1, 1863.—Evacuation of West Point, Va.

Report of Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon, U. 8. Army, icith itinerary of his

division, May Ar-June 1.

YoEKTOWN, Va., June 1, 1863.

General : I have the honor to report the successful removal of the

force under my command from West Point, without the loss of a single

man or the abandonment of a single dollar's worth of Government

property. About 7 p. m. this evening, just twenty-four hours after the

movement commenced, I removed the planking of the wharf and sailed

from the post.

1 am, sir, yours, trulv,

GEO. H. GORDON,
Brigadier- General.

Major-General Dix.

Itinerary of the Second. Division, Fourth Army Corps, May i-June 1.*

May 4.—At Suffolk. Va., Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon assumed com-
mand of the division [formerly Abercrombie's].
May 5.—Broke up camp and moved by rail to Norfolk the same

night.

May G.—Embarked on transports for Fort Monroe.
May 7.—Sailed for West Point, and on arriving there immediately

commenced throwing up fortifications for defense, consisting of a line of

intrenchment extending from the Mattapony to the Pamunkey. The
Fortieth Massachusetts was thrown out to the front on picket while
the rest of the division worked constantly and well on the intrench-

ments. Six earthworks, mounting fifteen guns, and having embrasures

* From " Record of Events " on Return for Mav, 1863.
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for twenty-six, and making a complete circle of fire, were thrown un andmade very strong by ditches and abatis. Parties were sent out into
the surrounding country, who destroyed or brought away large quanti-
ties of grain, seized horses, mules, bacon, &c., and great numbers ofnegroes were brought in.

'
'

t.

May 31, &(7!(Za2/.—Commenced to embark for Yorktown, which was
continued -without interruption from the enemy until everything was
safely on board of the transports and taken to Yorktown

^^?;?^.????^^^^^' OKUEES, AND EETUENS RELATINGSPECIALLY TO OPERATIONS IN NORTH CAROLINA ANDSOUTH_EASTERN VIRGINIA PROM AUGUST 20 1862 TOJUNE o, 1803.
' '

U^SriON CORIilCSPOIvriDIDlN-CE;, ETC.

FOKT MONEOB, August 20, 1862—10 a. m.
Maj. Gen. E. D. Keyes,

Commanding Fourth Corps, Yorlctown, Va. :

Your corps is to halt at Yorktown until further orders. If you have
passed beyond the vicinity of that place when this reaches you, you will
at once return to Yorktown and there await further orders, which may
not reach you for some days.

GEO. B. McCLELLAN,
3£ajor-General.

Headqifaetees Aemy of the Potomac,
Fort Monroe, August 20, 18G2.

General E. D. Keyes,
Commanding Fourth Army Corps, Yorlctown :

The commanding general directs that you remain with your corps in
the immediate vicinity of Yorktown until further orders. Yon will
I)robably remain lor several days.

General Heintzelman was directed to send one or two regiments to
occupy Gloucest(;r Point; as General Heintzelman's corps ia about em-
barking you will please hold that Point with one or two regiments from
your command until you embark.

R. B. MAECY,
Chief of Staff.

Headquaetees Aemy of the Potomac,
Fortress Monroe, August 21, 1862.

Maj. Gen. E. D. Keyes, Yorlctown

:

Supplies of every necessary character for the troops can be obtained
at Yorktown. There is no necessity for any officers to visit Fortress

Monroe to obtain them.
The general commauding directs that you confer Avith Lieut. Col. B.

S. Alexander, and furnish from your command the necessary details of

forking parties to carry out his vjews with regard to the defense of
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Yorktown. Tlie general couimanding further directs that you seud a

brigade to Williamsburg for a few days to cover this work. The gen-

eral desires you to take the gcueral comTuand and control of the opera-

tions.

Exhibit this to General Van Alen.

K. B. MAECY,
Chief of 8taff.

Headquartees Army of the Potomac,
Fort Monroe, Va., August 21, 1862—10.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. E. D. Keyes,
Commandiny Fourth Army Corps, YorMown, Va.

:

I am instructed by the commanding general to say that, owing to the

great emergency which exists at this time, it is necessary that you should

furnish working parties for the defenses of Yorktown at the earliest

moment that tools can be obtained.

The engineer officer in charge will call upon you when the details are

required.
E. B. MAECY,

Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Fort Monroe, August 22, 1S62—3 p. m.

Maj. Gen. E. D. Keyes, Yorktown, Va.

:

As a temporary measure, please place one of your field batteries in

the work at Gloucester Point.

Please push the work laid out by the engineer ofBcers with the utmost

rapidity. I hope to have new troops to relieve your men by the time

transports are ready for your corps. Please detail some of your artil-

lery officers and non-commissioned officers to instruct the garrison you

iound under General Van Alen in the use of heavy guns, and have them

l>repare tables of ranges, t&c, for them. I trust to your zeal and activity

in this very trying moment.
They are fighting now on the Eappahannock. A general engage-

ment is probably going on now.

GEO. B. McCLELLAN,
Major-Gencral.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 22, 1862.

Maj. Gen. E. D. Key^s,
Commanding Fourth Army Corps :

The duty intrusted to your corps, while it is no doubt disagreeable,

is of the utmost importance. I fully realize how severe a tax it is upon
men who have fought so gallantly aud worked so hard as your corps to

require them now to go upon fatigue duty. I feel sure, however, that
if they know that the work I now call upon them to perform is neces-

sary they will perform it cheerfully. You will pleasp detail as large
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working parties as the tools available will permit to perform the work
laid out by the engineer ofiBcers.

It is a matter of vital importance that, the details should be furnished
and the work done in the shortest possible time.

1 have taken all the necessary steps to have your command relieved

by new troops at the earliest practicable moment.
It is imperatively necessary that the work required should be pushed

with the utmost vigor. You will be held responsible that this work
is pushed with all the rapidity possible with the means at your com-
mand, and hold your command in readiness to move at the shortest

notice.

If yow judge it necessary, send two regiments or an entire brigade of

infantry to Williamsburg to cover your operations.

Please push as far as possible the instruction of the old garrison in

heavy artillery practice, and give me in full your views as to the best
method of holding Williamsburg and the force necessary for that pui--

pose.

Send a couple of squadrons of cavalry to Goucester to patrol and ex-

amine the country on the left bank of the York.
If you think it advisable, send a much larger force of cavalry there

for temporary duty. While we have a large cavalry force compara-

tivelj' idle it may be well to occupy a large portion of it in clearing out

the country on that side of the Y'ork Eiver.

If yon think it best to occupy a point near Williamsburg by infautry,

hold Fort Magruder and destroy the adjacent works.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. B. McGLELLAN,
Major-General^ Commandiwj.

Falmouth, August i!6, 18G2.

(Eeccived 2.40 p. m.)

Major-General Halleck :

Please inform me when you can send say 5,000 new troops to York-

town. If they can be supplied within three days can order forward

Couch's division, now at Yorktown, witli the means of transportation

at our disposal. Your reply involves the question of retaining or dis-

charging several large transports, for which we are paying a high price.

I shall be glad to have your answer at once, as I propose returning

shortly to Aquia Creek, to proceed thence to Alexandria.

GEO. B. McCLELLAN,
Major- General.

Washington, August 2G, 1SG2.

Major-Gcneral McClellan, Falmouth

:

Five thousand new troops can be sent to Yorktown as soon as you

can spare transports for that purjiose. They can be embarked at Alex-

'''^^"'^-
H. W. HALLECK,

Gcneral-in- Vhief,
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InATT Depaetment,
August 29, 1862.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War :

Sir : The large naval force in the James River being no longer re-

quired there, directions are about being given to send the vessels to

other points, where their presence is most essential.

If Newport News is to be held by the Army I respectfully suggest

that half a dozen 200pounder rifled Parrott guns be mounted there as

a means to assist in keeping blockaded the iron-clad vessels now build-

ing at Richmond.
Very respectfully,

GIDEON WELLES.

Abstract from Monthly Return of the Department of Virginia (Seventh Army Corps),

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix commanding, for the month of August, 1862 {headquarters

Fort Monroe, Va.).
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Troops in the Bcpartvicnt of Virginia, commanded by Maj. Gen. John A
Bix, August 31, 1862.

FORT MOXIiOE, TA.

Maj. Joseph Roberts, Fourtli U. y. Artil-
lery, commanding.

Detachment Regulars.
Detachment 99th New York Infantry.
Batteries Wis. Light Artillery (2daud4th).

CAMP JIAMILT02f, TA.

Brig. Gen. Henry W. Wessells com-
manding.

rOUnxH ARMY coErs.

92d New York.
9Gth New York.
8otli Pennsylvania.
101st Pennsylvania.
103d Pennsylvania.

SEVENTH AE.MY CORPS.

11th Pennsylvania Cavaliy, Company C.
5th Maryland.
7th Battery New York Light Artillery.

NEWPORT NEWS, TA.

Maj. Reuben V. King, Eif<hty-fifth New
Y'ork. commanding.

85th New Y'ork.

11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company M.

NORFOLK, YA.

Brig. Gen. Egbert L. Viele commanding.

Detachment 1st New I'ork Mounted Rifles.

99th New York (H companies).
58th Pennsylvania.
19th Wisconsin.
4th U. S. Artillery, Battery D.

SUFFOLK, YA.

Brig. Gen. J. K. F. Mansfield com-
manding.

seventh army corps.

Brig. Gen. Max AVeber.

1st Delaware.
3d New York.
4th New Y^ork.

13th New York.
25th New York.

SEVENTH ARMY CORPS.

Ist New York Mounted Rifles.
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry.
4th U. S. Artillery, Battery L.

KOUP.TII ARMY CORPS.

Brig. Gen. Orris S. Ferry.

39th Illinois.

13th Indiana.
62d Ohio.
67th Ohio.

FORT WOOL.

Capt. Ika Winans commanding.

Detachment 99th New York.

SEWELL'S POINT.

Capt. John C. Lee commanding.

Detachment 99th New York.

FOURTH ARMY CORPS.

Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes commanding.

WILLIAMSBVRO, YA.rORKTOWN, YA.

FOURTH ARMY CORPS.

Second Division.

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck commanding.

SEVENTH ARMY CORPS.

Brig. Gen. James H. Van Alen comdg.

Jtidependent Battalion New^ York Vols.
Detachmfent 4th Pennsylvania Cavalry.
7th Battery MassachusettsLight Artillery.

Petjichrnent 1st New York Artillery.

3d Battalion 6th New York Cavalry.
5th Pennsylvania Cavalry.
Reserved artillery.

OLOVOESTER POINT, YA.

Maj. J. Watts Db Peyster command-

Battery Now York Artillery (Fourth Army
Corps).
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Abstract from Monildy Return of the Department of North Carolina, Maj. Gcv. John 0.
Foster commanding, for the month of Avgust, 18G'i.
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[Incloanre.]

General Ordkks, ? Hkadquartbes Fourth Conrs,
^°- ^*'-

) Yorlcto-wti, August 2\), 1802.
A Loard of officer,", to bo composed of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, Brig. Gen. Wiliiam

H. Emor.y, Col. John C. Dodge, Fifty-second Pennsylvania, Voluuteeis, will convene
at Yorktown to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock.
The board will examine and report upon the present armament of Yorktown, its

condition, and the amount and condition of the ammunition on hand ; the present state
of the ramparts, magazines, and other appliances. The board will also give an opinion
as to what is necessary, in addition to the means on hand, to place Yorktown in a
suitable condition for defense.
By order of Major-General Koyes:

OSWALD JACKSON,
Aide-de-Camp.

Yorktown, Va., August 30, 1862.

The board met pursuant to the foregoing order, all the members
named being present, and adjourned to make the examination prelimi-
nary to the following report

:

ToKKTOWN, Va., August 31, 1862.

The board report the condition of the armament is as follows

:

There are forty-two garrison pieces of various caliber in position at
Yorktown

; none at Gloucester Point. Most of these pieces are out of
adjustment from the settling of the earth and warping of the platforms
and other wood-work connected with the mounting of the pieces, so as
to make it difficult and in some cases wholly impracticable to work"
them.

0/ the ammunition.

Inclosed is a list of the ammunition, which is wholly insufiflcient and
not well assorted.

Tlie present state of the ramparts at Yorlctown.

The extent of the covering line, independent of the shore line, is about
1 mile. The interior revetment is good. The exterior ditch and ex-

terior face of the work is in many places so much washed away and de-

faced as to form but little impediment to an assaulting column. The
whole ditch and the ramparts, exterior and interior, and a considerable

portion of the inclosure of the work is overgrown with noxious weeds,

and the earth is saturated with human faeces and decaying animal

matter.

The condition of the magazines.

All except two are damp and unfit for use.

The exterior lines and approaches.

Two divisions, Peck's and Couch's, were left here to level the ap-

l)roaches and exterior works commanding this fort and cut down the

forest. Before doing anything of any consequence (working a thousand

shovels and picks one day and a half), two brigades of Peck's division

and the whole of Couch's division were ordered away, and the mass of

the work yet to be done in the removal of these obstacles to a proper

defense of Yorktown cannot be better described than by stating the

number of dajs' labor it wowld tS'kc. The uuijiber of troops here js {ig
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follows : Five regiments, First Brigade, Second Division, 1,900 ; Inde-
pendent Battalion, 500 ; and there are 250 negro laborers. From this

force must necessarily be deducted the old and new guards, 250 men, and
the regiment detailed to man the guns, 370 men, leaving a total of 2,000

men to work, if unmolested by the enemy ; and it is estimated that it

will take this force thirty days to accomplish the work of destroying
the approaches and restoring the slopes and ditches of the work itself.

These estimates are independent of the work at Gloucester Point, where
two regiments of the First Brigade are stationed and where the picket

and fatigue duty is sufficient to occupy their attention.

Of what is necessary.

The plan of the board of engineers, a copy of which is in possession

of Major-General Peck, a member of this board, and which lias been
approved by General McOlellan and herewith submitted, contains, in

the opinion of the board, all the suggestions necessary to place York-
town in a state of defense. But in the opinion of the board the force

now left here is wholly inadequate to accomplish this work within the

time when the enemy is likely to attack this work, if it is attacked at

all ; and of the armament suggested in that plan of defense, none has
been sent.

The board recommend that armament be at once sent, and urgently
recommend that an ordnance officer be sent to mount that armament
and direct the readjustment of the pieces now here.

The board is of the opinion that when the work is in a state of defense
contemplated by the engineers, the garrison necessary to hold it and the
approaches should consist of one regiment of cavalry, one regiment of
artillery, and 4.000 infantry, if of old troops ; if of new levies, from 6,000
to 8,000 infantry.

There is at present but one gunboat at this place. In the opinion of
the board two more are necessary—one on each of the flanks of the work,
and the third to pass up and down the river and break up the trade be-
tween Richmond and the rich counties of Gloucester and Matthews, on
the eastern side of the river.

In this connection it is proper to state that the height and abruptness
of the bank of the river at Yorktown will diminish the aid that might
otherwise be expected from their co-operation in the defense of the
work.
There is witli the garrison at Gloucester Point a field battery of four

pieces, and in this fort two field batteries of four guns each, but it is not
known whether the two batteries at this place are a part of the garrison.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

W. H. EMOET,
Brigadier- General.

JOHN G. DODGE, Jr.,
Colonel Fifty-second Pennsylvania Volunteers.

Headqtjartees Fourth Corps,
JorJctown, September 3, 1862.

The proceedings of the board of which Major-General Peck is presi-
dent are approved. The board is dissolved.

E. D. EZEYES,
Major- General, Commanding Fourth Corps,
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[Indorsoment.]

TLe report of the board of officers seems to be based upon the idea
that lorktown may be attacked by a very large force, andconsequentlv
recommends additional armament and much engineering work
With my limited knowledge of Yorktown I of course do not know

exactly what is most expedient to be done
; but it strikes me that the

torty-two pieces of artillery now there, and a garrison increased by new
troops to bring it up to one regiment of artillery, one regiment of cav-
alry, and three of infantry, in all about 4,000 men, are all-sufficient for
any ])robable attack.

-A-n ordnance officer should be sent to Yorktown to uuspike guns,
adjust platforms, and overhaul ordnance and ordnance stores, and Gen-
eral Keyes should be directed to apply his whole available force to
leveling the exterior works and approaches and repairing the defenses
its suggested by the board of engineers which examined the works.
An additional gunboat for patroling York Eiver. and in case of at-

tack in co-operating in the defense of Yorktown, would be desirable.

G. W. GULLUM,
Brigadier- Genera I, Chief of Staff.

[Sub-inclosuje.]

Memorandum of guns and ammunition at TorUown, Va.

8-iuch columbiads 17
32-poun(ler guns B
42-pouiider gun 1
24-pounder guns 4
9-incli Dahlgren Navy guns 4
7-incli Navy howitzers 4
H-i ucli siege howitzer 1

8-inch mortar (spiked) 1
68-pounder rifle gun (spiked) 1

10-inch gun 1

Ammunition.

Powder (harrele) 100
8 inch cartridges 400
32-pounder cartridges 250
24-pounder cartridges 150
42-]jounder cartridges 150
&-inch shelJs filled, in magazine 300
8-incli sheila, to be filled 200
8-inch shells, bad 681
10-inch shells, bad 35
10-inch sheila, good 75
32-poundcr sheila, bad 125
42-pounder shells, bad 22
9-incb Dahlgren, good 60
24-pou nder shells, bad 300

12-i)onnder shells, bad 20
100-pouuder rifle shells, bad 24
24-pounder grape 20
32-ponnder grape 70

32-pounder canister 100

L'.i-pounder shot 121

8-inch shot 242
8-inch grape 218

lO-iuch shot 15

24-pounder shot 125

42-ponnder canister 8
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War Depaetiient,
Washington, September 3, 1862.

Maj. Geu. John A. Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

If last division of General Keyes' corps lias not commenced to em-

bark suspend the order till I can send new troops to replace them.
H. W. HALLECK,

Generalin- Chief.

FoKT Monroe, Va.,
September 3, 1862—2 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Generalin- Chief

:

Averell's brigade of cavalry was embarking when I received your

dispatch of last evening. The embarkation will be completed to-day

and to-morrow. I will send you a detailed account of the enture force

on the Peninsula and at Norfolk and Suffolk to-morrow. Your dispatch

of this morning is received.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

War Department,
Washington, September 3, 1862.

Major-General DiX, Fort Monroe, Va. :

As the embarkation has commenced, my dispatch of this morning
will be of no effect. I will send you fresh troops as soon as possible to

replace those sent up here.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief

Headquarters Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Ya., September 4, 1862.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War

:

Sir : Immediatelj- after I was placed in command of the troops at

this post and in the vicinity I called the attention of the Government
to the destitute condition of the 20,000 people of Norfolk, arising from
the interruption of their commercial intercourse while the rebels were
in possession of the city, and the system of exclusion which was adopted
after it was captured by us and which I found in force. I recom-
mended a total change of regimen on grounds of humanity as well as
policy. I thought it due to ourselves as generous conquerors to put
an end to the restrictions, which under the insurgents were a matter of
constraint but which we continued as a matter of choice, and to afford
a free ingress to the necessaries and comforts of life of which the in-

habitants were in extreme need. My recommendations were adopted
only to a limited extent. Eight vessels were permitted by the Secretary
of the Treasury to proceed there with cargoes. Nearly three months
have elapsed, and the people are even more destitute than they were
when they came under our dominion. The suspension of business to a
great extent necessarily comjiels them to live on what they have saved
instead of their dally earnings, which are for the most part cut off, and
they are constantly becoming by the consumption of their savings less
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able to pay hisli prices. Besides, tbo non-iutercourse we are keeping
up has, l.y excliuliuji' sui)plies, reudered the city entirely destitute of
many of the essential articles of subsistence; they are not to be had
at any price. This iufliction, and it is a serious one, falls on the loyal
as well as the disloyal, and it is certainly not calculated to add to the
number of our friends or diminish the number of our enemies. I ad-
vised a liberal treatment for all, punishing where any open hostility to
the Government was shown.

I do not understand that this view of the subject was disapproved by
the Government; but from a communication recently received from the
Treasury Department a difficulty is supposed to exist in the fact that
Xorfolk is witbin the secUou of the country affected by the blockade.

It is respectfully suggested that since the capture and occupation*of
Norfolk by the military forces of the United States the principles of
public law applicable to blockaded ports are no longer in force there.
It is not a case of complete conquest, in which we must look to our
Constitution and laws for the authority which we exercise, but it is a
case in which the place is held by the right of military occupation, in
which we are exercising the powers given by the laws of war, and in
which we may further accord to the inhabitants privileges not strictly
conferred by those laws. Eear-Admiral Goldsborough, who lies in the
harbor in the Minnesota, is not there to enforce the blockade, but to
enforce the ndlitary occupation.
That this is the view taken by the Government I cannot doubt, for

certainly the right to grant the permits given by the Secretary of the
Treasury to introduce eight cargoes of merchandise for general traffic

is not to be found in the laws of blockade, which imply a naval force
on the part of one belligerent and a closed port on the part of another.

I do not overlook the fact that Norfolk is a recovered possession, and
that we hold it theoretically to be now, and always to have been, a part
of the United States. But we do not act on this assumption, for if we
did we should extend our civil jurisdiction over it and set in motion
the customary machinery of administration. On the contrary, we gov-
ern it by military force and treat it for all practical purposes as a
conquest.
Under the rule of military occupation, therefore, we may, without being

questioned by neutrals, admit any intercourse with our own citizens, or

any portion of them, essential to the maintenance of our authority or

to the preservation and comfortable support of those whom we have
subjected by our power. It is on this principle, I suppose, that the

limited right to trade has been conferred in a few instances on partic-

ular individuals.

I beg leave further to suggest whether permits of this description,

granted to afford to the inhabitants of the town or district thus sub-

jected and held by force the means of subsistence, should not be given

by the military commander; whether they can with propriety come
iiom the Secretary of the Treasury, who is at the head of a civil de-

partment and whose functions iu respect to revenue and commerce are

wholly inapplicable to conquered territories governed by the laws of

war. It seems to me that the other function is incident to the right of

military occu[)ation and not to be defended on any other grounds.

Should this view of the subject be concurred in I respectfully request

that I may be authorized to grant permits to vessels to go to Norfolk

with such supplies as I deem indispensable to save the inhabitants from
sutfeiing by hunger and cold, and that Eear-Admiral Goldsborough be

directed to respect the permits thus granted by me. •
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In regard, to the justice of this measure there are considerations,
already briefly alluded to, wliich address themselves to us with great
force. The people of Norfolk are cut off by our occupation of the place
from their former sources of supplies. We have surrounded them by a
chain of sentinels and have interdicted trade witli the insurgent States
Irom which they could always draw at some price the necessaries they
needed. They are in worse condition in this respect now than they were
under the Confederates ; and it is submitted whether, on every prin-

ciple of justice to them and to ourselves, we should not allow them the
j>rivi]ege of obtaining what they need from the loyal portions of the

Union. It seems to me that we are bound to do this or to let them pass
through our lines into the insurgent States.

*The inclosed letter from Brigadier-General Viele, the military gov-

ernor of Norfolk, states the case with great brevity and force, and I

commend it to the attention of the Government.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

[Inclosare.]

Norfolk, Va., September 2, 1862.

Major-General Dix,
Commanding, &c., Fort Monroe :

General : There are two questions connected with the administra-
tion of aflairs in this city and Portsmouth which have become a source*
of embarrassment to me. The one is the procurement of supplies for
those who have the means, and the other the supplying of those who
have not the means.
We are, in point of fact, holding here in custody about 20,000 people;

we must either let them feed themselves or we must feed them.
The opening of the port for a restricted trade seems to me to be a

measure of necessity to save the Government from great annoyance.
Food must be allowed to come in or the people will starve. If food is
.allowed to come in the products of the surrounding country must be
allowed to go out to pay for it. Again,*thereis a large class "of persons
here who have no means whatever to purchase food if it were here

;

these are mostly willing to go away to the neighboring counties and to
North Carolina if allowed to do so. They are helpless women and
children, who are begging daily at my headquarters for food. Those
who are too poor to go or who have no friends may be supported by
levying contributions upon those who have the means.

1 have always considered that the only point to be attained here was
perfect tranquillity. This has been secured so far; in order to continue
it the steps 1 have referred to appear to be necessary.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EGBEET L. VIELE,
Brigadier- General.

Fort Monroe, Va.,
September 5, 1SG2—2 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck :

The whole efBcient force in the Department of Virginia is about
18,000, distributed as follows

: Suflblk, 5,300; Norfolk, 2,300; Newport
News, 100; Hampton, 2,300; Camp Hamilton, 900; Fort Monroe, GOO-
^orktown, 5,100; Williamsburg, 1,300. The diflerent corps of which
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this force is composed have about 3,000 absent. Sick not included in
the above statement. A small regiment has been transferred to New-
port News from Hampton, not affecting the aggregate.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

FoET Monroe, September 5, 18C2—4 p. m.
Major-General Haxleck :

Major-General Keyes is very desirous of leaving Yorktown with his
reserve artillery to resume the command of Couch's division, and is

willing to take and train another division from the new forces now
coming into the field. I should be very glad to retain him, but cheer-
fully consent to the arrangement if it meets with your approval, as it

will obviate the necessity of sending new troops here and enable me to
retain Major-General Peck, a very good ofBcer, and his division, which
is well trained, and of which two brigades. Ferry's and Wessells', have
been already incorijorated with the forces here and at Suffolk. General
Keyes informs me that he trained Couch's division and is quite willing

to train another. His reserve artillery can be spared if I can keep
Peck's division.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Pkivate.] Suffolk, Va., September 5, 1862.

Major-General Halleck,
Commanding Army, Washington City :

Geneeal : A deserter, on whom I can relj', says there are but about

15,000 men at Eichmond. The brigades of Generals Eansom and Martin

are stationed below Eichmond, opposite Fort Darling.

There is a brigade at Petersburg. The Merrimac No. 2 (Eichmond)

is about finished and has her bow gun in. She is commanded by Cap-

tain Pegram, and her crew are from the old Merrimac. She draws

11 feet of water, and has a double sheathing of iron, separated by a

course of timber. The iron is reported to be thicker than that of the

old Merrimac.
I have thought the above information might be of some service to

you. I have already written the Secretary of the Navy to the same

effect as to the Merrimac.
The man also stated that all the troops of Stonewall Jackson amounted

to about 200,000. He left Eichmond about a week since, and says that

Generals Lee, Ewell, Mahone, Colston, Armistead, Wright, Longstreet,

and the two Hills are with Jackson.

The enemy will never attack this place, which is naturally strong, so

long as pressed on the side of Eichmond. I repeat, there are three old

regiments here—the First Delaware and Third and Fourth New York

Volunteers—well drilled, and been in service for about fourteen montbs

aiul have never fired a gun at the enemy. They will average 800 men,

and many men and officers have been in the Mexican war. Three

green reg'iments could readily take their places here, and these could,

by return boats, proceed up the Potomac to the Army of Virginia.

I am ready at all times myself to take any command you will think it

to the interest of the country to give me, and believe I can do more

than I can here.

25 K K—VOL xvm
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You will excuse tUis private letter ; an official one on this subject

miglit by some be thought out of place.

Very truly and sincerely, your obedient servant,
JOS. K. F. MANSFIELD.

IlEADQtrARTEES SEVENTH AUMY CORPS,
Jf'ort Monroe, Va., Hepteviher 7, 18G2.

Brig. Gen. O. S. Feury,
Commanclmg at Suffolk, Va. :

I wish to complete a reconnaissance in the vicinity of the Dismal
Swamp. It will be under the direction of Capt. William Heine, who is

engaged in constructing military maps of the district south and west of

Suffolk. It will be necessary to send with him two companies of infantry,

a company of cavalry or mounted riflemen, and a section of artillery,

with two mountain howitzers, under a discreet and efQcient field officer.

It will probablj' be necessary to pass around the Dismal Swamp, return-

ing on the cast side. The men must have rations for eight days, and
they must take with them their tents and the smallest practicable amount
of camp equipage. During the first two or three days it will bo well to

send two or three companies of cavalry out on the road nearest to the
Blackwater, in the direction of Somerton and Winton, as a cover to the
movement. A number of wagons, sufficient to carry the provisions,

forage, and tents, will be sent with them, and an ambulance for the use
of the engineers. At this season the men should be covered at night,
and if possible their tents should be pitched under the shelter of trees
and their march should be suspended during the heat.
The movement will conform to the requirements of Captain Heine,

who is charged with the reconnaissance ; but the command of the escort,
and all that relates to the control of the men, will be under the direction
of the senior officer, who will be enjoined to enforce the strictest disci-
pline. The inhabitants of the country will be protected against all dis-
turbance, and the least violation of their property will be visited with
the most extreme rigor of the law. Should it be necessary to procure
supplies from the district through which the movement is made the com-
manding officer will endeavor to obtain them by agreement with the
parties, or, if compelled to take them, he will give receipts on public
account and render a return to me of the articles taken, with the names
of the owners.
Everything will be m readiness on Monday, so that the party will

move early on Tuesday morning, and I trust to you to make such ar-
rangements as to insure the object of the expedition, and at the same
time to carry out my wishes, which will bo creditable to those who are
engaged in it.

If you have not mountain howitzers we can send them from here.
Answer immediately.

JOHN A. DIX,
31ajor- General.

War DEPART2IENT,
WasJiington, September 7, 18G2.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. :

Send to Washington as promptly as possible the First Delaware and
the Third and Fourth New York Kegiments, now at Suffolk.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.
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FoBT Monroe, Va., September 8, 1862.

Major-General Halleck:
I shall send your order for the First Delaware and Third and Fourth

New York to Suffolk. You are perhaps not aware that these regiments
are the flower of command, and my main reliance if Suflblk is to be
defended. I should be glad, at all events, to be allowed to send the
Fifth Maryland instead of the Third New York. I want the latter here
if I cannot have Gibson's artillery.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

War Department,
Washington, September 8, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, Fort Monroe, Ya. :

Make the change of regiments you i^roposed. Bring away from Suf-

folk all extra arms.
n. W. HALLECK,

General-in- Chief.

Special Orders, \ Hdqrs. of tue Army, Adjt. Gen.'s Office,
No. L'2'J. I

Washington, September 8, 1802.

IV. Brig. Gen. J. K. F. Mansfield, U. S. Volunteers, is relieved from

duty in the Army of Virginia, and will report in person to Major-Gen-

eral McClellau.

By command of Major-General Halleck :

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Fort Monroe, September 9, 1862.

Major-General Haileck :

The Fourth New York, First Delaware, and Fifth Maryland have left

here for Washington in the steamers Louisiana, J. A. Warner, and

^^'^^^^'^'-'-'-
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

U. S. FLAG-SniP Minnesota,
September 9, 1802.

Major-General Dix:

General : The naval force here has recently been so greatly reduced

that 1 have no additional gunboat to spare for York River.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Eear-Admiral.

Fort Monroe, September 9, 1862.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War :

Five hundred and twenty-five prisoners of war sent from Alexandria

were delivered at Aiken's Landing and 604 of ours leturned. They
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are paroled on both sides. I sent the latter last evening to Washing-

ton ]Mr Ould makes an earnest request that General Thomas will

uive him an interview. There are 5,000 of our prisoners at Eichmond,

which thev wish us to take. Every steamboat here is employed in

moving the three regiments from Suffolk to Washington, called for

^Yhave iust received a dispatch from General Keyes, at Yorktown,

informing me that our pickets have been driven in at Williamsburg.

I fear oSlonel Campbell has been compelled to retire, as the rebels

are in possession of the telegraph station at Williamsburg. I am just

leaving for Yorktown to be back to-night. I do not think it sjrfe to

take a'ly more rroops from this quarter unless we retire from York

-

town and Sufiblk. I cannot even get another gunboat for Yorktown

from Admiral Lee. I earnestly request that one or two more may be

sent from the Potomac.
^^^^ ^ ^^^^

Major-General.

Washington, SejHemier 10, 1802.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy :

Sir : General Dix telegraphs that the withdrawal of most of his forces

to Washington leaves Yorktown too weak, and earnestly requests that

oue or two more gunboats be sent from the Totomac.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
II. W. HALLECK,

General-in- Chief.

Fort Monroe, Va., September 10, 1802.

(Received 10.30 a. m.)

Maj. Gen. B. W. Halleck,
General-in-Chief :

1 have just returned from Yorktown, and find a dispatch from Gen-

eral E. D. Keves, received since I left, saying that he is required to em-

bark Peck's division for Alexandria. This leaves my force so reduced

that it is impossible to hold Suffolk or Yorktown and protect the 7,000

sick here and in the vicinity. To retain them would be to invite attack.

I propose therefore to fall back from Suffolk to Norfolk, and to destroy

the guns at Yorktown and abandon it. I shall not have any infantry

at Suffolk, and at Yorktown only 800 men.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

War Department,
Washington, September 10, 1862.

Major-General DiX, Fort Monroe, Va. :

When General McClellan asked for Peck's division he was to send
you 5,000 new troops to take their place. This he was probably pre-

vented from doing by General Wool stopping troops to guard the rail-

roads. General Mansfield thinks the forces left at Suffolk sufficient.

We must not at present abandon either Yorktown or Suffolk, and you
must retain troops sufficient to hold them till others arrive. Stop any
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new troops coming from the North. It is understood that several regi-
ments are coming by water from New York. The Boston troops should
be at Fort Monroe to-day. It is believed that the entire force of tlie
enemy is before us here, and that not more than 10,000 or 15,000 Home
Guards were left at Eichmond. If you have reliable information differ-
ent you must retain more troops.

H. VV. HALLEOK,
General-in- Chief.

Wak Department,
WasMngton, September 10, 1SG2.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

The Merrimac, with two regiments from Boston, is bound to this
place. If you can stop her at Fort Monroe keep those regiments for
your command.

• H. W. HALLEGK,
General-in- Chief.

FoET Monroe, Va.,
September 10, 1802—i p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. ^Y. Halleck,
General-in-Chief:

When General McClellan was between this fort and Eichmond, and
before the occupation of Suffolk, General Wool had 14,978 men, of
whom 12,847 were eflfective, for the defense of the fort, Newport News,
and the immediate district of country, exclusive of General Peck's
division. My force is but 5,326 men, of whom only 4,108 are effective,

and with this I have not only the same district which General Wool
had, but Norfolk, Suffolk, and Yorktown in addition.

I have reliable information that an attack on Suffolk is meditated.
A brigade went down from Petersburg to defend it a few days ago, and
from that point the railroad communication is open to the I31ackwater
at Franklin, or Carrsville, 20 miles from Suffolk. I have at Suffolk to-

day only 2,900 effective men. When General Mansfield had a mucli
larger force, and McClellan was between us and Eichmond, he i)ressed

me for re-enforcements. He certainly cannot know that the Third and
Fourth New York and the First Delaware, the best regiments, have
been withdrawn. They numbered over 2,300 men.
General Keyes advises me this morning that he has information from

various sources establishing the fact that the rebels are in considerable

force of artillery, cavalry, and infantry at Barhamsville, 18 miles from
Williamsburg. There are numerous evidences of activity on his part in

various directions, and if we hold Suffolk and Yorktown I certainly

ought to have 20,000 men. This was the smallest number thought by
General McClellan to be sufficient for the purpose.

I earnestly request that the sick, except those belonging to regiments

here, may be sent North. September is the worst season, and the new
hospitals are so miserably constructed as to be unfit for convalescents

in storms, which are frequent at this season. But the great objection

is in having so large a number of sick in a district exposed to attack

and not covered by defensive works.
JOHN A. DIX,

3{ajor-General.
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Headquarteks,
Wasliington, ¥. C, Septemler 10, 18G2.

Capt. SoTJTHAKD Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General :

Deae Hoffman : Captain Jocknick made a reconnaissance yester-

day to Tranter's Creek. Upon reaching the bridge he discovered that

it was undergoing repairs, and going on it to examine more closely

was fired on by a concealed force. Only two of his men were slightly

wounded. There is good reason to believe that the enemy are collected

in considerable numbers, and that they are repairing the bridge for a

speedy attack on this place. Their force, according to negro and " se-

cesh" authority, is set down at from 2,000 to 0,000. I have 43 of the

Marine Artillery in the fort and Captain Wall's company of the Third

New York, some 30 meu. The block-house at the east end of the town

is finished but there is no gun for it. The one on the Greenville road is

going up rapidly. Two guns are immediately needed for these houses.

Please send them at once.

Private Hahn, of Captain "Jocknick's company of cavalry, ordered to

New Berne, was detailed by General Foster to act as editor of the New
Era. Colonel Mix's order is for Captain Jocknick to take all his men,

detached or otherwise; so Hahn will go. I told him he would have to

make application to you or the general if he is to return here.

Lieutenant McLane, of the First North Carolina, went to New Berne

on sick leave. His brother writes that he is just recovering and that

the surgeon says that a short visit to a Northern climate is necessary

for his recovery. I mention the case for the general's consideration.

Yours, very truly,

EDWARD E. POTTER,
Commanding Post.

FOET MoNEOE, Va., Septemler 11, 1862.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in-Chief

:

Colonel Williams' regiment of cavalry was ordered here at my special

request for service under my command. On its arrival General McClel-
lan ordered it, without landing, to Aquia Creek, promising me another
regiment. I have not been furnished with one, and, moreover, five com-
panies of the Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry, on duty here, have been
taken away. I have only 500 cavalry at Williamsburg. Another reg-

iment is indispensable.

JOHN A. DIX,
31ajor-6eneral.

FoET MoNEOE, Va., September 12, 1862.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief :

A court, for the trial of Major Wilson, was ordered before your dis-

patches were received.* It will meet on Monday next.
I have had a steamer out for two days watching for the Merrimac and

other transports, with troops from Boston and other Northern cities,

but none have been found, and the newspapers announce that the Mer-

* See p. 11.
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rimac Las reached Alexandria. I cannot hold Williamsburg with 500
cavalry, I have kept them there the last four days with the hope that
they might do something to retrieve the character of the regiment. I
will withdraw them to Yorktown. In abandoning Williamsburg we
leave to the mercy of the insurgents some good Union men, whom we
induced, by assurances of protection, to come out for us. I fear I shall
get no troops here unless you send them direct from the North to report
to me.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
NorfoUc, Va., Sq)tember 12, 1802.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.:

Geneeal: I have the honor to inform you that in order to strcngthec
our position at Yorktown I have diverted the gunboat Valley Cityj

now undergoing repairs at Fortress Monroe, from her intended destina-

tion on the blockade ofl' Wilmington, where her services are much'
needed, and to-morrow, when her repairs will iirobably bo finished, she
will proceed to assist the United States gunboat Chocura in her present
operations in York Eiver.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Bear-Admiral.

IlEADQUAETEIlS SEVENTH AEMY COErS,
Fort Monroe, F«., September 12, 1802.

Jlon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of 'War

:

SiE : The contraband negroes who have been permitted to collect in

great numbers at this fort and in this vicinity have always been and are

now a very great source of embarrassment to the troops in this garrison

and in the camps hereabouts and to the white population in this neigh-

borhood. In case the fort should be invested or approached by the

enemy's forces I should feel obliged to ship them all to the Nortli.

This disposition, it seems to me, ought to be made of them without

needless delay, and, if possible, with the concurrence of the authorities

of the State or States to which they may be sent. To this end I respect-

fully ask permission and authority from the War Dei)artmeut to com-

municate and make arrangements with the Governors of Massachusetts

and other Northern States with a view to the transfer to those States

of all colored men, women, and children now under the superintendence

of Mr. C. B. Wilder, at Old Point Comfort and its vicinity, amounting

to about 2,000.

I have tlie honor to be, with great respect, yours,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Yoektown, Va., September 13, 1802.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief

:

Having been placed in charge of the engineering operations at thifi
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place and Gloucester by General McClellan I deem it my duty to report

that the armament directed by Mm is held at Fort Monroe for orders

from Washington.* They are needed.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major- General.

War Department,
WasMngton, September 12, 18C2.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

General Casey was directed some days agot to send you four new

regiments from this place. A part has already gone. If with these

and the troops coming by water you cannot hold Suffolk, of course it

must be given up. Yorktown ought certainly to be held. General Peck

telegraphs here for armament from Fort Monroe. All such matters are

under your direction. _ ^ ^ ^^-.^
H. W. HALLECK,

General-in- Chief.

Fort Monroe, Va., September 13, 18G2.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Hallece,
General-in- Chief

:

The One hundred and thirtieth New York has just arrived and will

go to Sufiblk. It is very raw, not even knowing the manual of arms.

The rebels had 1,500 men repairing the Petersburg Eailroad to the

Blackwater, and I have no doubt contemplate an early movement on

Suffolk. The loss of my three best regiments at that point is unfortu-

nate at this moment. No effort will be spared to maintain our position

there.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

War Department,
WasMngton, September 14, 1802.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Ya.

:

Issue such ordnance stores as you deem necessary for the good of the

service, either for Yorktown or elsewhere. This is not a time to delay

for formalities, t

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

War Department,
Washington, September 15, 18G2.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

Four new full regiments have been sent to you from here. Nothing
is yet heard of the Merrimac. General Wool has been directed not to
issue any more passes to cross our lines. You will exercise your dis-

* Seo Halleck to Bix, September 14.

t On September 10.

t See Peck to Halleck, September 12, p. 391.
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cretion in the case you report, but I am decidedly of opinion that at the
present time persons from Baltimore should not bo permitted to go into
Virginia.

H. W. HALLEOK,
General-in- Chief.

September 17, 18G2.
General Dix:
The Morse, our lightest draught, is ordered up the JSTansemoud.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

United States Elag-ship Minnesota,
Norfolk, Ya., September 17, 18G2.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, Commanding, &c.

:

GENEEAi : When the rebels evacuated Norfolk they left a steam gun-
boat on the stocks in this city and the necessary material provided for

her, part of which came from the navy-yard. Admiral Goldsborough
arranged with General Viele, now absent, to have the hull so far com-
pleted as to allow of launching the gunboat, with the view of towing it

to the Washington Navy-Yard, there to be JSinished and equipped. The
only exi^ense to be incurred here would be for the labor, which the ad-

miral assumed to defray. It is desirable to have this object carried out
as speedily as possible. I have therefore to request that you will be so

good as to cause the quartermaster who has control both of Mr. Bur-
roughs and the building yard to require Mr. Burroughs to hasten the
launching of this gunboat, which can be done, I am informed, in eight

or ten days.
I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Bear-Admiral.

Washington, September 18, 18G2.

Major-General Dix:

The two regiments at the Patuxent are subject to your orders. Gen-

eral Banks thinks that one can be spared.
H. W. HALLECK,

General-in- Chief.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Norfolk, Va., September 18, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

Gbneeal : The president of the Norfolk Gas Company recently ap-

idied to me, through General Viele, to send a quantity of shingles to the

North. This application was promptly referred to the Navy Depart-

ment, and in reply I am instructed that "no trafiQc in shingles, cotton,

tobacco, or other articles can be permitted in the region blockaded."

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Bear-Admiral.
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United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Norfolk, Va., 8eptemher 18, 1802.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, TJ. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

General : The instructions from the Navy Department, of which I

informed you today, make it necessary that I immediately direct the

naval vessels on guard duty not to allow any steamer or sailing vessel

to pass in or out of this harbor and tliese waters unless she is in the

service of the Army or the ISTavy, and has nothing on board except the

United States mail or United States troops and public property, viz.

Army or ISfavv stores and supplies.

In respect to all Army transports I respectfully request that you will

cause each to be supplied with an official certificate stating the name of

the transport; that she is in the service of the Army, and that she lias

nothing on board for traffic. Such a certificate should be left with the

officer of the Navy guard vessel by every steamer or vessel passing

either way.
. .

I further request to be informed of the name and official position ot

the officer at Norfolk and at Fort Monroe whom you may authorize to

issue these certificates. All vessels without such certificate will be

liable to detentiou.

Whilst I desire to carry out my instructions with fidelity I need not

assure you of my further wish to do so in accordance with your official

convenience.
T have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. r. LEE,
Aetg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg.N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

nEACQtTARTERS SEVENTH AEMY CORPS,
Fort Monroe, Va., September 19, 1802.

Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron :

Admiral : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two
communications of the 18th instant. I have directed the provost-mar-
shal, Capt. William E. Blake, to give the certificates jou require. I

shall, however, call the attention of the Government to the instructions

yon have received from the Navy Department and ask that some action

may be had on my communication of the 4th instant to the Secretary
of War, of which I inclose a copy. You may be assured that until some
proper system of intercourse with Norfolk is established, so that the
people may receive what they need for their subsistence and comfort, I

shall interpose no obstacle to the execution of those instructions ; but,
on the contrary, shall do all in my power to aid you in carrying them out.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oencral.

IIeadquartees Seventh Army Coeps,
Fort Monroe, Va., Septemher 19, 1802.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron :

A.DMIRAL: Since writing to you this morning I have received the
If ^lations concerning internal and coastwise intercourse, of which I
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iuclose a copj',* and under which I think we may accomplish the object
I had in view in my communication of the 4th instant to the Secretary
of War, though 1 should have preferred the arrangement I suggested.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

War Department,
^Yasldngton City, September 19,1802.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Commanding at Fort Monroe, Va.

:

General : The Secretary ofWar directs me to acknowledge the re-

ceipt of your communication of the 12th instant, in which you state that
the contraband negroes which have been permitted to collect at Fort
Monroe and in its vicinity have been and now are a very great source
of embarrassment to the troops in the garrison and neighboring camps,
and that in the event that the fort should be invested or approached
by the enemy's forces you should be obliged to ship them all Nortb.
In view of these circumstances you request permission and authoritj' to

communicate and make arrangements with the Governors of Massachu-
setts and other Northern States with a view to a transfer to those

States of all colored men, women, and children now under the superin-

tendence of Mr. C. B. Wilder at Old Point Comfort and its vicinity,

amounting to about 2,000.

In reply the Secretary instructs me to say that the permission to enter

into a correspondence and the authority to make arrangements with

the executives of the several Northern States for the purpose indicated

is granted and conferred upon you agreeably to your request.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. H. WATSON,
Assistant Secretary of War.

War Department,
Washington, September 19, 1802.

Major-General DiX, Fort Monroe, Va. :

Send u]i all of Peck's division, which you can replace with the new
troops. His division will be filled up here.

H. W. HALLEOK,
General-in- Chief.

Fort Monroe, Va., September 20, 1802.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Oeneral-in- Chief :

I was all day at Suffolk yesterday, expecting an advance from the

Blackwater, where the rebels had sent down a considerable force from

Petersburg. 1 have two of Peck's brigades there and three of the new

re>-iments—perfectly raw. One never had had arms in their hands till

they reached there yesterday. At Yorktown and Gloucester I ha^'e only

Emory's brigade; here only one regiment; at Gamp Hamilton one

regiment, and at Newport News only 500 men. It would be very un-

safe to withdraw any of Peck's division at this moment. I have at Suf-

' Not found.
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folk the great bulk of my force. The rebels have finished the railroad

from Petersburg to the Blackwater. The secessionists were cooking

for them at Suffolk night before last with the assurance that they were

to be there yesterday. I beg you to let Peck's division remain at pres-

ent. He is superintending the armament of Yorktown. I have not a

sinjrle artillery, ordnance, or engineer officer for that post.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Headquaetees Seventh Aemt Coeps,
Fort Monroe, Va., Seigteinber 20, 1862.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief

:

Geneeal : I requested by telegraph that General Peck's division

might not be taken away from me at present, assigning, briefly, the

reasons. I do so now more in detail.

My aggregate force present on the lOtli instant was as foHows

:

Fort Monroe f>~0

Camp Hamiltou 3, 330

Newport Ne"W3 518
Norfolk 2,021

Suffolk 3,454
Yorktown and Gloucester 3, SOH
Williameburor 817

14,528

Deduct sick 1,384

13,144
Add four new regiments, about 3, 400

Total 16,544

Since the 10th I have, in order to meet a threatened movement against
Suffolk, augmented my force there to about 8,500, and left at Camp
Hamilton only one regiment.

Suffolk.—This is at the moment my most important position. The
enemy has just finished the railroad from Petersburg to the Blackwater,
20 miles from Suffolk, and on Tuesday and Wednesday moved a con-
siderable body of infantry to that point. There was a force of cavalry
and artillery in the vicinity before. On Thursday I went to Suffolk
with reasonable assurance that there would be an advance on us, and
examined the preparations made for defense by General Ferry.
The gauge of the Norfolk and Petersburg Eailroad is 5 feet, and the

gauge of the Norfolk and Weldon, or Seaboard, 4 feet 8| inches. Hav-
ing no locomotives for the former we altered the gauge to 4 feet 8|
inches from Norfolk to Suffolk, connecting the two roads at the latter
point by a Y, so as to use the equipment on either road at pleasure.
Since the enemy have completed their road from Petersburg to the
Blackwater I have been altering the gauge from Suffolk to Blackwater,
so as to render it useless to them and advantageous to us if we wish to
throw a force down from Suffolk, thus enabling us to control this com-
munication as far as the Blackwater. We are out some 6 miles, and are
altering 3 miles a day. When you decided to hold Suffolk I determined
to make it as effective as possible, and this change of gauge may be of
great importance if we are in force again in this quarter and in North
Carolina. To effect this object I must have troops, and the number I
now have there may be indispensable to enable me to hold the place
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against attack. I have ordered a reconnaissance in force to be made
today in the direction of the Blackwater.

lor/rtowM.—The armament is now in progress. General Peck is super-
intending it. I have no one who can do it so well. Indeed, I have for
duty but one engineer under my command ; onlv one ordnance ofiQcer,
who has charge of the arsenal here, and only one artillery ofiQcer, who
has been until recently the commanding officer of this post. The scien-
tific corps of the army have been absorbed by other commands. I may
be obliged to send General Peck to Suflblk if an advance is made by the
enemy.
The intrenchments constructed by the Confederates at Yorktown are

very strong, but were intended for a large force. It is not proposed to
hold the place with more than 4,000 men, and therefore some out-works
not intended to be occupied are in progress of demolition. The arma-
ment will be completed as rapidly as possible, and with the present
force and the guns already in position the place could hold out against
greatly superior numbers.

G'Zowcester.—General McClellan, before he left here, ordered Glouces-
ter to be armed. I do not propose to execute the order until we have
completed the armament of Yorktown and until I have 20,000 effective
men, for I do not think a smaller number sufficient to protect my ex-
tended lines.

This position is auxiliary to Yorktown in controlling the navigation of
the York Eiver. It is commanded by Yorktown Heights, but it might,
nevertheless, in the hands of an enemy, be a source of annoyance.
Newport News.—This post was abandoned in June last by order of

General McClellau. Everything was removed except the sick and a
company of cavalry, as a guard. Since then the sick have been increased
and I have added a very small regiment of infantry.
The Secretary of the Navy requested that we would mount two or

three 200-pounder guns to aid the gunboats in defending themselves
against the new Merrimac, but we have no 200-pounders, and unless I

have a competent force there the enemy might, if we were to obtain
them, use them against us. There are some earthworks, a good deal
dilapidated, for defense against an inland attack, but they require about
3,000 men to man them. All the guns were removed.
Newport News as a station defends nothing. The channel of the

James Eiver is wide. A vessel drawing from 17 to 18 feet can pass
out at a distance of IJ miles, although the deeper part of the channel
is near the land. Its occupation as a post was always of questionable
utility.

Williamnhurg I consider of no importance, except as an advance post

for watching a movement of the enemy from the Chickahominy. By
holding it we are able to push our vedettes farther out. It is too dis-

tant from Yorktown (13 miles), but I have only a small cavalry force

there. It is under a brave and vigilant ofiicer, who I think will take

care of himself. I need for

—

Men.

Fort Monroe 1,000

Camp Hamiltoij 2,000

Yorktown 4,000

Gloucester 1,000

AViJliamsliurg HOO

Norfolk - :5,000

Newport News 500

Suffolk (at present) - 8,000

Total...., 20,300
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If we fall back from Suffolk we must have a larger force at Norfolk.

With no other force in the Department of Virginia 1 think the above

«!Stimate the lowest number by which the several places occupied by

us can be held against the forces which the enemy can easily send

against us.

If Peck's division is taken from me I shall have but 9,000 effective

men left, and of these more than one-third are entirely raw—for the

most part unacquainted even with the manual of arms.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' JOHN A. UIX,

Major- General.

Fort Monkoe, Va., September 20, 1SC2.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok,
Gencral-in- Chief:

1 have just received a dispatch from Captain Eodgers, of the Galena,

informing me that 2,000 troops came from Petersburg the day before

yesterday and 3,000 yesterday to the Blackwater ; that from 8,000 to

10,000 are assembled now, aud that 15,000, recently arrived, are ou the

south side of the James Eiver, in the vicinity of Eichmond. This accords

with my information from other sources.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

Headquaktees Seventh Aemy Coeps,
Fort Monroe, Va., Septevihcr 21, 1SG2.

Hon. Salmon P. Chase,
Secretary of the Treasury

:

SiE : Captain Slicer, of the revenue service, has written to you in

regard to some shipments by the schooner Geranium from Baltimore to

this post, under a regular clearance from the custom-house. I gave a
permit to the shippers to bring certain enumerated articles for the jyeo-

plc at Back River and the vicinity. But a quantity of other articles

not embraced in my permit were allowed to be shipped by the collector;

among them are 3,000 percussion caps. These articles were intended
for a neighborhood where there is at this season a good deal of game,
aud the inhabitants ought not to be deprived of the privilege of shoot-
ing. I propose to detain them to be sold here to individuals, for their
personal use, under special permits aud in such small quantities as to
make it clear that they are not intended for traflflc. Back Eiver is about
7 miles from the fort.

There are also, not embraced in my permit, 84 gross of matches

—

12,090 boxes. In Baltimore they may have cost $75. In Eichmond
they would bring 75 cents a box—$9,072. Such a quantity imported
for a small neighborhood, taken in connection with the difference of
price, shows that they were intended for sale where the enormous profit
is to be obtained. These I propose also to detain.
As the custom-house officers have cleared these articles, and as there

is no irregularity, there seems to be no reason for holding the vessel or
the residue of the cargo. She has been detained by Captain Slicer, and
the only question is whether the articles referred to shall be stopped
here. This question I suppose need not embarrass me, as the clearance
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was for this post, aud there is no reason why the articles not included
in my permit should be allowed to go farther

I think it very important that the trade with Norfolk aud Portsmouthand the district immediately adjoining my command should be regulatedby permits given by me as the commander of the military department.Ihrough my provost-marshals and other subordinates I can ascertainhe wants of every neighborhood, and indeed of every family, and thus
be able to limit the supply to their reasonable wants. Collectors at a
distance have no such knowledge, and a privilege intended to meet
rea necessitaes may be perverted, as it often is, to purposes of traffic
with disloyal districts and individuals.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Washington, D. C, September 21, 1802.

Major-Gcneral Dix, Fort Monroe :

The ordering up of Peck's division was at General McCIellan's urgent
request. In the advance of the enemy's army against this place and
Maryland he did not deem it necessary on the Peninsula. If you re-
quire it, keep it and discharge the transports.

n. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Suffolk, September 21, 1802.
Major-Gcnerul Dix:

1 have reason to believe that the infantry and artillery of the euemy
have gone to Frankliu, and that a bridge is constructed there. Their
numbers are reported at 8,000 to 10,000, besides those heretofore at
Franklin. Five hundred of their cavalry are reported on this side
there.

O. S. FEERY,
Brigadier- General.

United States Flagship Minnesota,
Off Neioport News, Va., September 23, 18G2.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Gomdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

General : I have the honor to transmit herewith for your iuforma-
Uon a copy of my instructions to officers on guard duty, enforcing the
blockade of Norfolk and of these waters ; also a number of printed cer-

tiflcates for vessels (other than the mail or troop steamers) passing in

and out, to leave at the guard vessel. This certificate is prepared ou
one side for the signature of Captain Blake, as arranged with you, and
on the other side for the signature of the master of the vessel ; the first

stating that the vessel is in the service of the army exclusively, and botli

declaring that she has no article but only proper supplies for the array

ou board.
Tlie mail boats iiom Baltimore and Norfolk and troop transports will



400 NOETH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Ciiaf. XXX.

not be required to stop for inspection, as tliey are understood to have a
responsible army police on board and will not be allowed by you to vio-

late the blockade.

I will thank you to inform me what steps you have taken or may take

to insure this result.

I have the honor to b6, general, respectfully, yours,

S. P.' LEE,
Actff. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bloclmding Squadron.

[Inclosure.]

Instructions for officers on guard duty.

No vessel must be allowed to pass inward except the mail steamer
and transports with troops without stopping at the guard vessel and
delivering a certificate signed by Capt. W. E. Blake, ])rovost-marshal,

at Fort Monroe, that the vessel is in the employ of the "War Department
and has supplies for the army only on board. Vessels without such cer-

tificates must be taken charge of and the circumstances immediately
reported to the admiral or senior ofiQcer present.

Outward-bound vessels, other than those before excepted (mail steam-
ers, (fcc), must stop at the guard vessel and leave a certificate signed
by , stating the vessel to be empty (in ballast) or has supplies for

the army only on board.
Vessels attempting to pass without such certificate must be taken

charge of and reported as before directed.

A boarding-book must be kept, and the names of all vessels passing
the guard vessels in or out be entered therein, with the date, by whom
owned, name of master, tonnage, and cargo. A weekly return, showing
the foregoing, must be made to the admiral or senior officer present.

S. r. LEE,
Actg. Ecar-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Scpiadron.

Fort Monroe, Va., Scptemhcr 23, 18G2.

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief

:

The enemy have completed their bridge at Carrsville, on the Norfolk
and Seaboard Railroad, and have crossed a part of their force. They
must have on the Blackwater 12,000 men, and for two or three days
they have been concentrating them at Carrsville, one day's march from
us. A column has left Eichmond in the direction of Williamsburg, but
I can get no definite information as to its numbers. The new Merrimac
is expected down the river in ten days. There is nothing to cope with
her but the Monitor. The Galena is no better than a wooden gunboat.
If anything befalls the Monitor everything about us may be smashed
up, our 12,000 men at Norfolk and Sufiblk cutoff from us^ and our com-
munication with Washington and Baltimore closed. The Ironsides was
here, but has been withdrawn. There certainly ought to be another
efficient armor-clad steamer sent here promptly.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.
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Suffolk, /September 23, .1862.
Major-General Dix:

Arrived in good season. Have been over most of the approaches.
The work is being pushed. No report as yet from Colonel Spear's re-
connaissance.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, September 23, 1862.
Major-General Dix:

I have received a report from Colonel Spear, commanding reconnais-
sance, to this effect : He found first picket of enemy 3 miles this side
Franklin

;
drove them. Proceeded a mile farther and met the enemy

in some force at junction of South Quay and Franklin roads ; enemy
fell back. One mile from Franklin, cavalry and infantry picket ; drove
that and proceeded half mile farther. Enemy opened with artillery

;

reconnaissance halted and reconnoitered vicinity. Five thousand in-

fantry at Franklin on both sides river ; 2,000 at South Quay ; 1,200 at
Preston's Ferry. Floating bridge across Blackwater; [can] cross cars
or artillery. Strict guard kept.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Washington, D. C, September 24, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, Fort Monroe :

The defense of the points occupied by you is necessarily left to your
discretion. You will retain Peck's division aud I will send you as soon
as possible four more new regiments. The calls of General McClellan
for re-enforcements and the tardy movements of new troops render it

difficult to satisfy all demands.
I do not insist upon your holding all jjoints now in your possession.

In that matter you must be guided by the best interests of the country.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in-Chief.

Headquarters Department of North Carolina,
New Berne, N. V., September 24, 1862.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in-Chief U. S. Army, Washington, D. C:

General : I have the honor to say that some time since I made a

formal application to the honorable Secretary of War for more troops

for this department. This application was made previous to the great

answer made by the loyal States to the President's call for troops.

I learn now that large numbers of new regiments are pouring into

Washington, and beg your attention, therefore, to my request for more

troops, and in this connection I beg leave to say that, seeing the turn

affairs are taking in Virginia and Maryland, the occupation in force of

this department may be most advantageous tp the campaign. The

26 R E—VOL XVIII



402 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Chap. XXX.

advantages of this post for drilling and perfecting new regiments are

very great. The place is healthy now, wood is in great abundance,

water sufficient, and subsistence.and quartermaster's supplies are easily

obtained from New York, both to this point and to Beaufort, from which

point the railroad is in good order and running.

I have some eight regiments of infantry here of old troops, divided

into two brigades, commanded by most excellent officers (acting briga-

dier-generals), Colonels Amory and Stevenson, and with other excellent

colonels could readily drill any number of new regiments you might

send. My artillery force (Third New York Artillery) is good. They
number five light batteries, with twenty-eight pieces; Rhode Island

Battery, with six pieces; Rocket Battalion, with eight pieces. My
siege train ready for transportation, though at present on shipboard,

with supply of ammunition, consists of four 30-pouuder Parrott guns

;

in addition to which I can land for the investment of any sea-coast

place ten 32's (long), on ship-carriages. My cavalry force is one good

and efficient regiment. Third New York Cavalry.

My knowledge of the country in this region, derived from being sta-

tioned here as engineer officer in charge and more lately in command
of this department, enables me to use the small force at my disposal to

advantage, which advantages would of course be greatly increased by

having a much larger force at my disposal.

Hoping you will see lit to send me additional troops, I am, with great

respect, your obedient servant,
J. G. FOSTER,

Major- General.

Flag-ship Minnesota,
Newport News, September 24, 1862.

Ma,j. Gen. John A. Dix,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps., &c. :

General : The schooner A. S. Pearcy, recently attempting to leave

Norfolk under a permit from the provost-marshal with a cargo of mer-
chandise, was stopped, and the case referred to the Navy Department.
In reply I am instructed not to allow any vessel to import or export
merchandise into Norfolk, Elizabeth River, or any part of the country
blockaded ; that Beaufort, N. C, is the only port oj)en for general traffic

within the limit of the North Atlantic Squadron ; that what are called

permits from any officer, except the Secretaries of the War, Treasury,
and Navy, authorizing the ingress or egress of any vessel in violation
of the blockade are not to be regarded; that the schooner Pearcy, with
merchandise from Norfolk for Baltimore, must not be allowed to depart

;

that there must be no favoritism or license for trade given to any one
or more of our own countrymen within the blockaded region, or to im-
port or to export merchandise, which would justly be considered as
evasive of the blockade and in bad faith ; that no officer of the Army
or Navy is authorized to grant permits, and that all vessels engaged in
illegal traffic must be seized ; that such as under the authority of the
War or Navy Departments may be engaged to carry supplies to the
Army or Navy will take no return cargo; that the blockade is intended
to interdict all trade whatever with the country blockaded during its
continuance and should be rigidly enforced.

In communicating to you the foregoing 1 am happy to acknowledge
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your assurance of your disposition to aid me, as you essentially may,
in giving effect to the policy of the Department, although you entertain

a different view of the subject.

I have the honor to be, general, most respectfully, yours,

S. r. LEE,
Acting Kcar-Admiral.

r. S.—Commodore Liviugston can give return freights of Govern-
ment property from the Norfolk navy-yard to Northern navy-yards to

quite a number of the vessels bringing army suiiplies here. It will be
advantageous to them and to the Government interests if you will be
so good as to have them so informed.

Headqtjartees Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., September 24, 1SG2.

Lieut. Com. C. W. Flusser, U. S. N.:

Sir : The accompanying letter from [toj Acting Eear-Admiral Lee will

explain to you the earnest desire I feel to have two or three gunboats

sent up the Chowan and Blackwater Elvers as far as Franklin, where

the enemy has concentrated a considerable force for the purpose of at-

tacking Suffolk. I have at the latter place a sufficient force to co-operate

with you in the attack on Franklin in driving the enemy away and de-

stroying the bridge which he has recently constructed over the Black-

water at that place, which is the crossing of the Seaboard Eailroad.

There is deep water as high as Franklin, but I do not know the charac-

ter of the Blackwater above its junction with tlie Chowan. I consider

the expedition a very important one, and trust there may be no obstacle

to its accomplishment.
If the gunboats can go up, please let me know when they will [reach]

Franklin and I will have my force there.

I am, very respectfully, yours,
' JOHN A. DIX,

3Iajor- General.

[Inclosure.j

Headquarters Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Vh., Scptcmlter 24, 1802.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic BloclMdimj bquadron :

admiral: I had last evening an earnest recpiest from Miijor-Geueral

Feck, commanding at Suffolk, that two or three gunboats should be

sent up the Chowan and Blackwater Elvers as far as Irauklm, where

the enemy have a force of from 10,000 to 12,000 men. I tins can be

done I think we shall be able to disperse this force and destroy the

bridae at that place. ,. , , i n i i„ i

I have sent my aide, Major Dix, with this dispatch, and will be glad

to receive your answer by him.

I have received your commuuication of yesterday and will give it my

early attention.
, ,. , ^

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.
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Headquarters Seyenth Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., September 25, 1862.

Actg. Bear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Bloelcadmg Squadron :

Admiral : I liave sent the passes designed for Norfolk to Capt. J.

H Liebenau, provost-marshal, who will sign them for vessels coming

from that port. Captain Blake will sign passes for vessels going from

The^mail and transport vessels are subjected to a strict examination,

and nothing is permitted to go in them except supplies for the army or

articles belonging to individuals not designed for traffic. An account

of everything carried in these vessels is kept by the captain ot the port.

By these precautions there can be no traffic with Norfolk except such

as is carried on under the regulations which I sent to you.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

3iajor-General.

Headquarters Seventh Army Corps,

Fort Monroe, Va., September 25, 1862.

Actg. Kear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron :

Admiral : I have deferred answering your communication of the

17tli instant in order to obtain all the facts in regard to the steam gun-

boat on the stocks in Norfolk. General Viele, on a reference of the

matter to him, says :

Admiral Lee is laboring [under] a misapprehension. The private ship-yard of one

Nash -was seized hy my order for Government purposes, and it has been and now is

used by the quartermaster for repairing vessels used by the army for transportation.

In the yard and on the stocks is a vessel completed, intended for the insurgents by this

man Nash. I directed the quartermaster to complete the vessel sufficient for launch-

in""

.

On mentioning the fact to Admiral (then Commodore) Goldsborough he offered the

use of a gunboat to tow the vessel to Washington. That is all the understanding

there was in the matter.

This subject was brought to my attention in the month of August.

I was not aware that General Viele had done anything in regard to it,

and on a statement of facts by Captain Ludlow, the quartermaster at

Norfolk, I ordered him to have the vessel planked up so that she could

be launched and towed to Baltimore, where I proposed, with the con-

sent of the War Department, to have her finished. I inclose a copy of

Captain Ludlow's report to me, stating the facts at my request.* The
work has been done by my order ; and I directed him further to placein

her, if it should be found suitable, a boiler left by the insurgents.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

United States Plag-ship Minnesota,
Newport Neivs, Va., September 25, 1862.

Maj. Geii. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

General: The Navy Department informs me that timely notice

* Not found,
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should be given to the inhabitants of Norfolk, &c., in order that those
of them might leave who should avoid personal oxposnro to our fire,

whilst defending the x)lace if attacked by the rebel forces.

I submit to you that in order to avoid all embarrassments to an effi-

cient defense arising from delay in giving this notice, wo should, as
soon as you think it necessary to do so, give such public notice to the
inhabitants of Norfolk and Portsmouth, to foreign consuls and their
families therein residing, as may be proper.

I invite your advice and co-operation in the premises and submit here-
with the within for your consideration and amendment. I think the
matter demands our immediate attention.

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Gomdg.N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

[Inclosurc]

Official notice is hereby given to all non-combatants, foreign consuls,

&c., that the present threatened attack by the rebel forces on Suffolk,

an outpost of Norfolk and Portsmouth, Va., makes it necessary to no-

tify them that if they shall continue to reside in these towns they will

do so at their own peril, and must take the consequences that may ensue

from the exposure they will encounter during tlie defense of Norfolk

and Portsmouth by the military and naval forces of the United States.

JOHN A. DIX,
Majo7--Gencral.

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N'. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

To be communicated through General Viele to the authorities and

inhabitants of Norfolk and Portsmouth, to each foreign consnl, and to

be published in the Norfolk TJnion newspapers.

Headquaktees Seventh Aemy Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., September 25, 1SC2.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron:

Abmieal: I have had the honor to receive your communication of

this morning in regard to the threatened attack of the rebels on Suffolk.

The question of giving the notice of which you inclose a draught is a

very important and delicate one and I desire time to consider it. Tliere

has been as yet no movement this side of the Blackwater, and it ap-

pears to me that an advance should precede such a notice, which would

induce a large number of the inhabitants of Norfolk to leave and

devolve on us the obligation of passing them through our Imes. It we

intended to make the attack there would be no question as to the pro-

priety of giving the notice.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.
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United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off N'eieport News, Va., September 20, 18G2.

Mai. ^eu- John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Comdfj. Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va. :

General: I liave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your

reply to my communication of the 25th, relative to giving notice to the

loveign consuls and to the inhabitants of Norfolk to prepare them in

the event of an attack on Norfolk, now threatened by the concentration

of rebel iorces in the vicinity of Sufiblk, the outpost of Norfolk. Should

the enemy march upon tlie town, and under shelter of it attack the

troops and gunboats, the latter, stationed in the harbor to assist m
maintaining our occupation of the place, would be obhged to fire

upon it. lie
r.y giving timely notice to the women and children, the consuls, «Stc.,

we .shall feel free to fire, should it become necessary to do so. By hes-

itation and delay, lest Ave put to some inconvenience the inhabitants,

of whom the intluential, if not the larger part, appear hostile to the

Geueral Government, we may entail on ourselves the disagreeable

alternative, in the event of a sudden attack, of firing upon a town

whose people have not had the benefit of a previous and proper notice.

A premature warning would be better for them and for us than none

at all, and might possibly have the effect of inducing the enemy, at the

instance of the inhabitants, to desist from any attempt against our

position there.

I tlierefore propose that the terms of a notice shall at once be ar-

ranged to your satisfaction and signed by me, so that you may date,

sign, and publish it, whenever in your good judgment it shall be proper

to do so.

1 have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Hear-Admiral, Comdg. R. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

ITdqrs. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Armt Corps,
Fort Monroe, September 27, 1862.

Maj. Gen. H. ^Y. Halleck:
General : Soon after I took command here I presented to the Gov-

ernment the case of the inhabitants of Norfolk, who were then and are

now more grievously afl'ected by the commercial restrictions imposed on
them.
On the 4th instant I presented their case a second time to the War

Department, reiterating my views, and contending that Norfolk, not
being a blockaded port, is not subject to the laws of blockade, but that
it is held by military occupation and governed by the laws of war, and
that neutral nations cannot call us to account for any commercial inter-

course we may think proper to allow for the comfort of our troops or of
the inhabitants who are dependent on us, and for whose wants every
dictate of justice and humanity calls on us to provide.

Tlie state of things here is deplorable. The people are suft'ering for
want of almost all the necessaries of life. They pay to-day $1G per bar-
rel for flour. Through our interdiction of trade we have shut them out
both from the North and the South, and they are actually worse off than
they were under the insurgents. I confess I do not understand the pol-
icy, if there is any. The permission was asked the other day to take a
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cargo of coal there for the gas company, and it was refused by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury. There have been two or three murders recently
and dark streets will facilitate the perpetration of crime. Permits have
been given to particular individuals to take cargoes there in a few in-

stances for general traffic, and in direct violation of the laws of blockade,
if the blockade exists. But the Secretary of the Navy has instructed
Admiral Lee not to allow any traffic in tobacco, shingles, or other prod-
ucts of the labor of the inhabitants with the places from which merchan-
dise has been introduced under the permits referred to, and as they
have no money they cannot as a general nile avail themselves of the
benefits of this partial reopening of trade. Special permits are a source
of the most unconscionable extortions. A man was permitted to take
250 tons of coal the other day, and the city being nearly destitute he
sold for $15 a ton what cost him about $6. The Secretary of the Navy
has instructed Admiral Lee not to allow anything to pass except sup-
plies for the army on permits from General Dix. There is a revenue
cutter here in charge of a discreet and vigilant officer who is exercising
the appropriate function of suppressing illicit trade; but the Navy
Department assumes that the admiral is there to enforce a blockade as

if the place belonged to an enemy, whereas it is in our possession, held

by military occupation, and should be governed by the commander of

the military forces until the laws of the United States are fully extended
over it. How can it be said to be a blockaded port when the United
States mail is carried to and fro daily and a post-office established for

general correspondence without restriction ? I earnestly ask your at-

tention to my letter of the 4th instant to the Secretary of War.
The permits given at Washington to particular individuals to trade

at Norfolk, for want of proper information, have been granted in some
instances to unworthy persons. One was obtained not long ago by an

individual who was turned out of the quartermaster's department at

this post for fraud and who was recently found with a large quantity

of quinine destined unquestionably for Richmond.
You may have heard that articles are smuggled through Norfolk to

Richmond. No doubt a pound of tea and a pair of boots may reach

there occasionally. Smuggling exists wherever a large profit is to be

made. But these leaks at Norfolk and everywhere else do not amount

to an appreciable sum. Tea has risen in three months from $15 to $20

a pound at Richmond, and other articles in proportion, showing how
little has been gained by contraband trade.

If the War or Treasury Departments are unwilliug to trust to the mih-

tary commander the power of granting permits to carry to Norfolk what

is necessary to save the people from absolute sufiering, but prefer to

retain it, it should be delegated to a special agent here, who will know

precisely what is needed, and who can, through the information he will

gain, confine supplies to proper limits and the privilege of trading to

honest hands.
I hope you will be able to spare half an hour from your urgent duties

to consider this matter. Between the Treasury Department, whose

province it is to regulate peaceful commerce, and the Navy Department,

which fancies it is enforcing a blockade, the unfortunate inhabitants ot

Norfolk and Portsmouth (one-third ofthem loyal) are in danger of starva-

tion, and the military authorities, which have the nominal control, bear

all the responsibility and the odium.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
'

^ ' JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.
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Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., September 27, 18(52.

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, Commanding at Suffolk :

General : I have ordered Captain Davis' battery to you from York-
town. I vrill direct General Viele, iu case of any sudden emergency,
to execute any order you may give him. His force is small, and I do
not wish it disturbed except in an exigency so pressing as to render
consultation with me dangerous.
The Morse draws so much water that she cannot safely go higher up

the Nansemond. Admiral Lee has promised me another gunboat of

less draught, and I will ask him to put her under your orders so that
she can take the place of the West End in case of need.

1 trust the telegraph line will be completed to-day so that our com-
munications may be more regular.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

Flag-ship Minnesota,
Neicport Neios, September 28, 18C2.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, Comdg. Seventh Army Corps :

General : I have the honor to transmit herewijbh blank certificates

for the use of army transports outward bound from Torktown and
vicinity, to be presented to the naval guard vessel in York Eiver. I

beg you will cause these to be sent to the provost-marshal atYorktown.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Neicport Nejvs, Va., September 27, .18G2.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, TJ. S. A.,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

General : I have to request that all army transports, before at-
tempting to pass in or out through the blockade of James Eiver or to
and from the Nanseraond River, may be directed to stop and show to
the senior naval ofScer off Newport News the authority and object for
their passing the blockade. It will not answer to allow any vessel or
steamboat, though hoisting a white flag, to pass unquestioned and un-
known.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S.'P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., September 28, 1862.

Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron :

Admiral : I supposed all vessels going into the James River or the
:Nansemond reported. Colonel Ludlow, one of my aides, who went to
Aikeu^s Landing with flag of truce twice, told me he reported to Cap-
tain Kodgers on both occasions, before you came from Norfolk. The
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last flag that went up a few days ago was a boat from Washiugton iu

charge of an oflScer from that city. He was not aware, I presume, of
the rule. I will give the necessary directions to the captain of the
port here, who has the supervision of all vessels arriving or leaving.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Mqjor- General.

Hdqbs. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Fn., September 20, 1802.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck:
General : In my letter of the 27th instant I stated that permits to

trade in Norfolk had been given to improper persons. Yesterday Mr.
Noyes, the person I alluded to as having been turned out of the quar-
master's department for fraud and having been found with a large
quantity of quinine in Norfolk sent to him surreptitiously, arrived here,
with a permit from General Wadsworth to trade, with a very heavy
invoice of merchandise—among other items 2,000 tons of coal. I am
very happy to know that such a supply of necessaries is to go to Nor-
folk for the relief of the people, but I greatly regret that it is in such
hands. At the same time the qu-artermaster has received for examina-
tion from Mr. Tucker, Assistant Secretary of War, a fraudulent claim

against the Government from this same man.
There also arrived here yesterday a man named Ward with supplies

for the Marine Corps, purchased by him on a permit from the Secretary

of the Navy. He refused to take the oath of allegiance, and I stopped
the goods. I sent him with the assistant provost-marshal to General
Viele, "who reports as follows :

" This man Ward is a rebel scoundrel, who was imposed upon the

provost-marshal by Captain McCawley (Marines), who is certainly very

much in fault in the matter. The man's antecedents are bad. He has

made a fortune in contracts for the insurgents. I think a man named
Kirby, a renegade Englishman, is the agent in the matter."

If there had been a proper system of supervision here iu regard to

permits to trade these cases would not have occurred.

I think this will show the importance of trusting the matter of grant-

ing permits to the commander of the military department or of having

a special agent of the War or Treasury Departments here. In that

case Capt. James Millward, jr., the captain of the port here, would be

a proper person, and his duties would be })erformed under my super-

vision. He keeps an account of all supplies received for the inhab-

itants around here, and is thus able to tell at any moment what any

family needs. The same system through subordinates might be ex-

tended to Norfolk.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Hdqrs. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., September 29, 1862.

Actg. Bear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron :

Admiral : We had advices yesterday from the Blackwater. The

enemy have not crossed, nor can I ascertain that they have been re-
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enforced. I tliiuk there is not au armed insurgent within 40 miles of

Norfolk, unless it be some lurking squads, or perhaps companies, in the

Dismal Swamp. In the mean time we have strengthened Suffolk so

as to feel confident of resisting any force the enemy can have on the

Blackwater.
I have fully considered the matter of the proposed notice to the people

of Norfolk and the foreign consuls residing there, and regret to differ

in opinion Avith you in regard to the policy of giving it at the present

time. I am not sure that we can say that Suffolk is threatened until

there is an advance of the enemy's forces, and I do not think the people

of Norfolk should be disturbed unnecessarily. The hostile attack

'

should be imminent. A notice of twenty-four hours is all that is needed
in case of an attack or intended bombardment, and where we are merely

acting on the defensive a longer one cannot be expected of us.

I have express orders not to allow any one to pass through our lines

without the permission of the Secretary of War. If the proposed
notice is to have any effect at all it will be to induce the wealthier

l)ortions of the people to leave, and they are in general opposed to us.

The poor, among whom are all the loyal part of the population, have
not the means of leaving. The result would therefore be to drive off

those who sympathize with the insurgents and diminish the objection

on the part of their forces to attack the place. I should, moreover, feel

greatly embarrassed by applications to pass our lines. I am constantly

refusing them now to parties who wish to go to Richmond. The pro-

posed notice would insure a renewal of these applications and impose
on me the obligation to grant them as well as others which might be
made, while I am prohibited from doing so.

There is another consideration : I do not like at this time to acknowl-
edge that we are acting on the defensive. The enemy, as I see from
the Eichmond papers, have been expecting au attack on Petersburg,
and they think we have been very heavily re-enforced at Suffolk. The
notice would be an acknowledgment that we have not the means of
making an aggressive movement, and it might encourage such a move-
ment against us.

These objections, as you see, relate chiefly to time. The form of the
notice you inclosed to me is entirely unobjectionable. The only sug-
gestion that occurs to me is the addition of the following words at the
close, viz :

" In case these places shall be assailed."
If you will, as you proposed in your letter of the 20th, send me such

a notice, signed by yourself, I will use it when I think it necessary.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oeneral.

Hdqrs. Dept. or Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., September 30, 1862.

Lieut. Com. C. W. Flusser,
Commanding U. 8. Steamer Commodore Perry :

Sir : In consequence of some unexpected obstacles we cannot be
ready until about the 10th proximo. I will give you three days'
notice.

The bridge has not been reconstructed at Franklin for the Eoanoke
and Seaboard Eailroad, but a floating bridge has been thrown across
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the Blackwater at that point. A large force has been sent down from
Petersburg, bnt wo think the bulk of it is at Zuni, the crossing of the
Petersburg road. We are quite strong at Sufl'olK-.

Itespectfully, yours,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Jbsiract from Jiettmi of the Department of Virginia, Maj. Gen. John A. Dix conimandiiiri
for September 30, 18G2.

CommaiKl.

Department staff ,

Fort Monroe (Col. S. M. Alford) . .

.

Camp Hamilton (Col. A. Conk)
Newport News ( Alaj. K. V. King)

.

Norfolk (Brig. Gen. E.L. Tiele)...
Suffolk (Maj. Gen. J. J. Peck)
Yorktowu (Maj. Gen. !E. D. Keyea)

Total

Present for
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in refereuce to the notice. Then you had just informed me that the

enemy was concentrating and threatening to attack Suffolk with a

force double our own there in numbers ; that you had suggested to

General Halleck to withdraw the troops from Suffolk, which he declined

to do: that to prevent the enemy from getting between Suffolk and

Norfolk you desired, and I stationed, a gunboat in the Western Branch

of the Nansemond ; and General Viele had recently informed me that

he had arranged to barricade and defend Norfolk or a part of the town

embracing the custom-house. I cheerfully accept your opinion that

the proposed notice is not necessary at the present time. The altera-

tion you propose in the notice, viz, that the consuls, women, and chil^

dren should leave, "in case these places shall be assailed," would, 1

respectfully suggest, render the notice inoperative; would not relieve

these non-combatants, who would be between two fires, and might

occasion complaint on the part of foreign governments. ^ ^

As you also think a notice of twenty-four hours would be sufficient

and that no notice is now necessary, I presume the matter had better

be deferred until from vour official sources of information, which are

better than mine, you think it time to act; of which I hope you will

duly inform me.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEL,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. X. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

P. S.—A steamboat with a white flag hoisted ran this blockade, up

James Eiver, to-day.

Hdqrs. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., October 1, 1862.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commandiny North Atlantic Blockading Squadron:

Admiral : 1 have the honor to inclose a copy of the notice you sent

me.
I also inclose a copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury in

regard to a vessel detained at Norfolk. You will observe that the right

of the military commander to clear a vessel from a blockaded port—the

vessel having arrived there under a proper clearance—is distinctly ad-

mitted. This will relieve the question of supplies for Norfolk of a good

deal of difficulty. The Secretary of the Treasury has just granted a

permit for a very large quantity of necessaries—among other items, 2,000

tons of coal. The inhabitants have no money, or at least none which
the importers will take. They must therefore pay in the products of

their labor—tobacco, shingles, sweet potatoes, &c. Under the decision

of the Secretary of the Treasury they may do so ; and I trust, as the

right to regulate commerce resides in the Treasury Department, that

you will not consider your instructions from the Secretary of the Navy
as conflicting with this decision. This rule has always been reco'gnized

heretofore. On the return of a vessel entering Norfolk under the au-

thority of the Treasury Department, with merchandise, I have author-

ized her to be cleared, with a cargo of agricultural products, to any port
of entry in a loyal State. Were it otherwise the permit to carry neces-

saries there would be a mockery. The case of the Marblehead is pre-

cisely in point, for she was regularly cleared for Norfolk, and is laden
with staves, &c., for a return cargo. The Secretary, you will notice,
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does not decide her case as a special one but states tlie rule which
covers it.

The Delaware, which has taken the jjlace of the Morse, is precisely
what we want. With the West End, a heavy tug which I have armed,
we shall have an eflScient river defense. I do not know what instruc-
tious yon have given the commander of the Delaware, and I will be
much obliged to you if you will request him to act in conjunction with
the West Eud, nuder the direction of Major-General Peck, who will be
advised of all exigencies as they arise and know how to meet them.

I am, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- Oeneral.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, October 2, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

General : Your communication of the 1st instant is received. I do
not see that the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury to Mr. Gutting
respecting the schooner Marblehead allows anything more than that she
may be cleared without a cargo of merchandise. This view is consistent
with my instructions of September 18 from the Secretary of the Navy,
which I read to you, and the substance of which I wrote to you on the
23d ultimo. The conclusion you arrive at and the course you propose
seem to me to be clearly in conflict with my orders. Your communica-
tion and this reply will, however, be referred to the Department for its

consideration and decision.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Neioport Netcs, October 3, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

General : My instructions to the commanding naval officer in the

Nansemond Eiver are to go up as near as he can to the West Branch of

that river and prevent the enemy from crossing there ; to endeavor to

intercept rebel mails passing along there and between Norfolk and Rich-

mond, and to avail himself of such information as General Peck, from

his position, may be enabled to give, in order to facilitate a co-operation

with General Peck's forces, or otherwise, as may be best, against the

enemy. I hope General Peck will communicate freely with our gun-

boat.

I sent the Morse to-day to relieve the Delaware, the latter to go out-

side awhile. The Morse is the more efficient vessel of the two, as she

is a double-ender and does not have to turn in that narrow stream, in

doing which I fear the Delaware has got aground as she has not yet

returned.
1 have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
4.ctg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.
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Suffolk, October 3, 1862—10 p. m.

Major-General Dix:

Spear was induced to go ou to Franklin in consequence of supposed

rrunboat flrinff. He bas held the enemy at bay all day with his little

force, doing them much harm. For the night, he is occupying Leaver

Dam Church. He has positive orders to fall back upon Wessells, 10 or

13 miles from here, toward Western Branch Church. Enemy's pickets,

infantry and cavalry, reported at Windsor; probably result of cieserter s

information. Gunboats have not reached Franklin. Spear has done

«Pl*^°*^^^"^'- JOHN J. PECK,
Major-Genercd.

Headquarters Department op Virginia,

Fort Monroe, Ya., Octoher 3, 1862.

Actg. Kear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Worth Atlantic Blockading Squadron :

Admiral : I very much regret that last steamer sent with flag of

truce to Aiken's Landing should have passed you without reporting.

It was sent off in great haste, on a direction from the Secretary ot War,

with an officer who had never before been on that service. I have taken

such measures as I trust will effectually prevent any such fadure to re-

port hereafter. .

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication

of vesterdav, and am, very respectfully, admiral, your obedient servanr,
^ ^

'

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Headquarters Department of North Carolina,
Neio Berne, If. C, Octoier 3, 1862.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Commander-in-GMef U. S. Army, Washington, I). C. :

General : I have the honor to inform you that everything is quiet

throughout this department, and as I am in the habit of making con-

stant armed reconnaissances very little picket firing even is at the out-

X)0sts.

The health of the troops is not particularly good just now (we have
some 1,500 sick), but is improving, and expect that cold weather will

soon bring them up.

Our hospital arrangements we have perfected to a great degree here,

Beaufort, and Portsmouth, and we think they will compare most favor-

ably with any United States hospitals elsewhere.

During our stay here we have formed and equipped, mounted and
drilled, five light batteries from the Third New York Artillery. My
requisitions for this object on the Ordnance Department have met gen-
erally prompt and full attention ; the men are good, the officers take hold,

and the batteries are, I think, quite efficient. I am now reorganizing
the batteries (2) of the New York Eocket Battalion, and for this pur-
pose have required for six Napoleons and the necessary number of
horses, which we hope will be promptly filled ; also requisitions for

cavalry horses to mount recruits and remount men whose horses have
been killed in service or by an epidemic which broke out in the summer.

I had the honor to make a brief statement of my force in my letter of



Chai-. XXX.] COKEESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 415

September 24, aud to request re enforccmeuts of infantry to be sent if

it was expected of me to go into active service daring the cool weather
now rapidly approaching. Further reflection on this subject has con-
vinced me of the propriety of my request, and especially as regards new
regiments, aud I beg leave to reurge this matter and to further say that,
even if it is not intended that I should make any decided movement,
this place presents very great facilities as a camp of instruction for a
very large body of troops and would be more available for operations
on the flank of the enemy should that be rendered necessary by their

retreat from Eichmond or from any other cause. Even if thirty or forty
new regiments be sent I will devote my personal time to drilling and
perfecting them in their duties. I have several old colonels who are
abundantly able to assist me in training the regiments in battalion and
brigade movements.

1 take measures to be fully informed through deserters, spies, &c., of

the enemy's strength, preparations for defense, and movements in this

department.
Between this point and Raleigh there are about 8,000 men, princi-

pally infantry, two regiments of cavalry, and a small force of light

artillery. In the country between the Tar and Itoanoke Elvers there

is a movable force of about 3,000 men, threatening Washington and
Plymouth, and fearing to attack either.

My informant says that a permanent guard of one regiment is kept

at Weldon Bridge; but there are other supporting bodies that could

be concentrated to the amount of 5,000 or 10,000 men before I could

reach there. This, of course, is independent of any force that might be

sent from Eichmond or Petersburg.

At Wilmington and in the defenses at the mouth of the Gape Fear

Eiver are about 3,000 men. The extent and strength of the defenses

at the mouth of the Cape Fear have been largely increased of late. On
Federal Point, north of New Inlet, a long line of batteries has been

erected, inclosing in their limits the light-house aud terminating beyond

in a large and strong work called Fort Fisher. The number of guns

mounted are thirty-six, several of which are of so great caliber as to

throw shot farther than any guns carried by the present blockading

squadron. The force of the fort is now actively engaged in erecting

a large bomb-proof casemate battery of six heavy guns. Across New
Inlet is Turk's Island, on which there is a battery of six guns. At the

mouth of the Cape Fear Eiver, Fort Caswell has been strengtheued, but

to what extent I am unable to say; the sand-hills, however, within

ran"-e of its guns, have been leveled, so as to afford no shelter.

Fort Johnston consists of, in addition to the original block-house, a.

bkttery of at least three guns. Ascending the river the defenses are,

first Fort Saint Philip, at Old Brunswick, mounting nine guns, bearing

on the river—open gorge. On the east side are three batteries
:
lurst.

Lazaretto Battery, mounting three guns; second. Fort French, a bomb-

proof, mounting 'three guns ; third, Fort Ellis, mounting seven guns.

The first battery is about 7 miles from Wilmington; the second is

within 500 yards' of the first, and the third 3J miles from the first, and

are all open gorge. There are also small batteries protecting the roads

to Masonborough Inlet.
„ , , • *,

Epaulements for the purpose of sheltering field pieces are thrown up

at intervals from Fort Fisher to Masonborough Inlet, lie pieces

usually sent on the beach are two heavy breech-loading English rifled

guns, saved from the wreck of the Modern Greece. I have late infor-

mation that Masonborough Inlet is extensively used by light-draught
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vessels iu running the blockade. At last dates there were there forty-

three light schooners. I have informed the naval commanders of that
fact. There are also some salt-works at that place and on the adjoining
waters. The distance is too great for an expedition from here, unless the
same expedition were to attack Wilmington itself. I have destroyed
all the salt-works within reach of me, as per previous report.

1 am advancing the defenses of this town, and they are now strong
enough to require a siege to take, I think. The defenses of Washing-
ton, which were not mounted or garrisoned at the time of the recent
attack, are now both, and are sufficiently strong to offer very great re-

sistance to an attempt at a coup dc main.
lam erecting block-houses at all the lesser exposed points 'on the

line of the railroad, &c. Many are finished and the rest are progress-

ing well.

I omitted to mention, in si)eakiug of Wilmington, that yellow fever

has broken out there and bids fair to become an epidemic. The in-

habitants have fled the town ; the telegraph ofiBce is closed, and all work
ou the iron-clad gunboats now building there is suspended. Concern-
ing these gunboats I have some information which I deem accurate, and
which I will give in brief as you may desire to communicate the same to
the Navy Department: They are 150 feet iu length, 35 or 40 feet beam,
and will draw some 14 feet water. They are simply intended for river
defense and are not designed to cross the bar. The engines are from
The Modern Greece and the Uncle Ben. They are not yet set iu. Five
weeks' work will be necessary to finish the first and three months for
the second. They are to be plated with railroad iron and built after
the pattern of the Merrimac No. 1.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTER,
Major-General.

Suffolk, October 5, 1862.
General Dix:
Although I supposed the 9th would be the day, yet 1 felt anxious

about matters iu the direction of Frankhn ; the more so as the enemy
was advancing his picket line some 4 or 5 miles from the river; hence
I sent Spear for information upon which to base action. He was at
Franklin from an early hour till after midnight. Longer delay under
the circumstances would have been risky. My information about the
obstructions led me to doubt their ability to co-operate. Sent a party
to the South Quay region last night to return via Wianoke and Somer-
ton with information of the boats ; will aid if possible. We have acted
in good faith, and, as you remark, no blame can attach to us. I shall
strive to reflect your views, and trust my efforts will command your
approval.

JOHN, J. PECK,
Major-Qeneral.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Of Neicport News, October 5, 1862,

General John A. Dix, U. S. A.,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

Geneeal : I regret to have to inform you of a violation of the block-
ade by the schooner Caspar Heft, chartered ou the Ist instant by Cattell
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& Moore, to take a load of sMnglea from Suffolk to Philadelphia, and
with a permit, dated October 1, from General Viele's assistant adjutant-
general, the provost-marshal of Norfolk, to Cattell & Moore to send this
schooner to Suffolk to load with shingles. Lieutenant Babcock, of the
Morse, reports that this schooner is in ballast and that her master in-
formed him that these shingles are for a private speculation and not for
the army or navy. I had 'the honor to read to you my instructions
from the Department on this subject and to communicate to you the
substance of them on the 22d ultimo. Under these instructions I can-
not recognize this permit or allow this trade.

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant,

S. P. LEE,
Act^. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. If. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Washington, D. C, October 6, 1862.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe

:

Geneeax, : Tour communications of the 27th and 29th ultimo in re-

gard to trade with Norfolk have been submitted to the Secretary of

War, and I am directed to reply that trade with that post is under the
general control of the Secretary of the Treasury. Nevertheless, as

commanding oflBcer of the department, you have fall authority to com-
pel all vessels to report to you for inspection, and to take such other
measures as may be necessary to prevent frauds.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
OffNewport News, Va., October 6, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va. :

General : Your communication to me of the 1st instant, and its in-

closure, with my reply in copy, were referred to the honorable Secretary

of the Navy. In reply thereto the Department writes that my decis-

ion in the matter is correct and in conformity with instructions and

the law of blockade ; that there must be no traffic—no return cargo

;

that supplies may be conveyed to the troops but not to the people of

Norfolk and Virginia.

I respectfully request your aid in yonr department in putting a stop

to all further attempts to violate the blockade and the instructions of

the Department, which I have had the honor to communicate to you.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

Hdqes. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., October 6, 1862.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron :

ADMIRAL : I have the honor to ackno\tledge the receipt of your com-

munication of this date, and to say in reply that I shall do all in my
27 R R—VOL XVIIl
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power hereafter, as I have heretofore, to aid you in preventing any
commercial intercourse with ^STorfolk except such as is permitted by
the Secretary of the Treasury under special permits granted in con-

formity to the printed regulations concerning internal and coastwise
intercourse, of which I sent you a copy. I have not, since I received
those regulations, granted permission to any vessel or any merchandise
to leave this post for Norfolk except in compliance with them.
The terms of instructions quoted by you as having been received by

the Navy Department are so broad that I desire in order to understand
the interpretation you put on them to make a few inquiries for my own
guidance. They state that "supplies maybe conveyed to the troops

but not to the people of Norfolk."

Do you understand this declaration to include supplies of merchan-
dise cleared for Norfolk under the regulations referred to and intended
for the people and not for the troops ?

The instructions also declare " that there must be no traffic—no re-

turn cargo." Do you understand that you are to prevent the traffic

carried on under special permits from the Secretary of the Treasury
and in conformity to the regulations'?

The Marblehead was allowed to return from Norfolk with a cargo
under a permit and under a rule prescribed by the Secretary of the
Treasury. If another vessel with a " return cargo" should, under this

rule, be cleared for a Northern port by a permit from the commander of
the military department, would you consider it your duty to stop her
under your instructions from the Navy Department?

If, under your instructions, " no traffic" is allowed, what "trade" in
or shipments of cotton or other merchandise, conducted in pursuance of
said regulations, are referred to and authorized by the order of the
Secretary of the Navy, page 8 of the pamphlet edition of the regula-
tions?

A gentleman has exhibited to me a permit from the Secretary of the
Treasury, on the certificate and request of the Secretary of War, to
carry a large quantity of supplies to the people of Norfolk. Among
other items are 2,000 tons of coal, of which only ICO tons have been de-
hvered. Do you consider your instructions as requiring you to stop
the remaining 1,840 tons of coal and the other supplies enumerated in
the i)ermit'?

I make these inquiries not only because I desire to understand your
own views distinctly, but because the instructions you have received,
if taken literally, seem to me to be inconsistent and in conflict with the
regulations which both the War and Navy Departments have sanc-
tioned. In a word, I do not kScc how any traffic should be provided for
and regulated if "no traffic" is allowed.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Hdqrs. Dept. op Vieginia, Seventh Akmy Corps,
„ T. ,. „ Fort Monroe, Va., October 8, 18Q2.
Hon. E. M. Stanton,

Secretary of War

:

Siu: The condition of the people of Norfolk and Portsmouth is such
as to demand the immediate and decisive action of the Government
it IS fully set forth in my letter to you of the 4th September and in my
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letter to MajorGeneral Halleck of the 27th. There is this difference,

however, that their sufferings for want of the necessaries of life are con-

stantly and rajjidly increasing. A fortnight ago flour was $16 a bariel

;

it is now $25. We have shut them out from the sources of supply both
North and South.
The Treasury Department, on the 28th of August last, prescribed

"Eegulations concerning commercial intercourse with insurrectionary
States and sections." The Secretaries of War and Navy by separate
orders called on the officers of the Army and Navy to respect and cairy
out these regulations. On the other hand the Secretary of the Navy,
notwithstanding this direction to naval officers, has instructed Admiral
Lee to allow no traffic whatever.

It is not impossible that this conflict in the Secretary's own orders

has arisen from the construction given by him to regulation 3, which
forbids any "clearance or permit whatsoever to any port, place, or sec-

tion affected by the existing blockade except for military purposes." If

it be so, he is in conflict with the Secretary of the Treasury and the Sec-

retary of War, who are jointly (the former at the request of the latter)

granting such permits lor traffic with Norfolk, though to an extent too

limited to meet the wants of the people.

I desire, in the first place, to suggest that Norfolk and Portsmouth
are not blockaded ports; that they lack the fundamental condition of

a blockade^hostile possession. That this is the view taken by the

Treasury and ^Va^ Departments I cannot doubt, for they would other-

wise have been restrained by regulation 3 from granting any permits

or clearances. The fact that they are granting such permits and clear-

ances shows conclusively that they do not regard them as blockaded.

The laws of blockade, therefore, have no application to them. I have

insisted uniformly that it is a case of military occupation, and that

those places are governed by the commander of the military forces

under the laws of war ; that it is his province to allow so much com-

mercial intercourse as is necessary for the comfort of the troops and of

the inhabitants, subject to such restrictions as the Government should

think proper to impose on him, and that neutral nations can raise no

question in regard to such intercourse under the laws of blockade.

The Secretary of the Navy has also instructed Admiral Lee to allow

no return cargo to be cleared from Norfolk in the vessels sent there

with supplies for the people. These instructions are also in direct con-

flict with those of the Secretary of the Treasury. On apphcation to

the latter a few days since he authorized the schooner Marblehead to

be cleared from Norfolk with a cargo of staves and headings, and m
the same paper the right to the military commander to clear vessels on

the return voyage was distinctly recognized and conceded. It is re-

spectfully submitted that any other rule would be a mockery, ihe

inhabitants of Norfolk and Portsmouth have no money—nothing, at all

events, which importers from the loyal States will take—and a denial ot

the privilege of giving in exchange and sending away the product^s ot

their own labor is equivalent to a denial of all supplies. I therefore

respectfully ask the decision of the Government on the following points:

1st. Is Norfolk a blockaded port, or is it a place held by military

occupation and governed by the laws of war?

2d: Is it not open to the traffic provided for in the regulations ot the

SecretaryoftheTreasury of the 28th August?

3d When supplies under the authority of the proper departments

are sent to Norfolk is not the military commander at liberty to grant

clearances to the vessels carrying such supplies with a return cargo ot
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the products of the labor of the inhabitants or other merchandise to

any port in a loyal State ?

4th. May not the commander of the military department under the

laws of war authorize the introduction into Norfolk of such necessaries

of life as are required to save the inhabitants from suffering by hunger
and cold ?

"When these questions are decided I respectfully request that the

naval commander may receive such instructions as to prevent any con-

flict or misunderstanding with the commander of the military forces.

I request, further, as a matter of more pressing necessity, that such

instructions may be given to him as to obviate the existing conflict

with the Treasury and War Departments.
In the mean time I desire to apprise you that as I put on the regula-

tions of the 28th of August, which have your sanction, a construction

entirely different from that apparently given to them by the Secretary

of the Navy, under which he has instructed Admiral Lee to allow no

traflic with"^the people of Norfolk, 1 shall consider it my duty if sup-

plies come here with your permit and that of the Secretary of the Treas-

ury to allow them to go to Norfolk, notwithstanding the seemingly con-

flicting instructions referred to from the Secretary of the Navy.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, Va., October 8, 1802.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt yesterday

of your communication dated the Gth instant.

i see DO difQcultjf in executing my instructions from the Navy Depart-
ment (the substance of which I have communicated to you under dates

of September 18 and 23 and October 4) in connection with the printed

regulations to which you refer.

Permits given by the Secretaries of the Treasury, War, or NaA\y will

be respected, but not if given by any other ofiftcer.

No vessel will be allowed to pass the guard vessel with merchandise
until her permit and manifest have been examined by me—in my ab-
sei)ce, by the senior officer—and found to be duly authorized. A vessel

attempting to pass under an unauthorized permit will be seized and
the facts reported to the Navy Department.

Vessels with army supplies will be passed under a certificate from
headquarters that they contain only army supplies and no merchandise;
this certificate to be left with the guard vessel.

In either case the papers justifying admission will be forwarded to the
Navy Department.
By my communication to you of October C you were informed that

the Navy Department, after seeing a copy of your letter dated October
1, and of its inclosed copy of Secretury Chase's letter of September 27
to Mr. E. H. Cutting, decided that the Marblehead was not authorized
to take a return cargo. The report made to me from the guard vessel,

whose commander has since been detached from the squadron, was that
the Marblehead passed out in ballast. I am now surprised to learn from
your letter of October C that this vessel "was allowed to return from
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Norfolk with a cargo, under a permit and under a rule prescribed by
the Secretary of the Treasury."

I know not who gave such a permit. Neither it, nor a rule for it, can
be found in the above-mentioned copy of Secretary Chase's letter to Mr.
Cutting. The proceeding was a manifest violation of the blockade; it

is my duty to state the facts to the Department.
I beg leave to suggest that the War or Treasury Department can best

explain any part of the printed instructions not distinct to you. Per-
haps embarrassment arises from considering that the port of Norfolk,
the blockade of which has never been raised by proclamation of the
President, is to lie regarded as on the same footing as the ports of Beau-
tort and New Orleans.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hdqes. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., October 9, 1862.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron :

Admieal : 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of the 8th instant, in reply to mine of the 7th, aud am
happy to know that the instructious of the Secretary of the Navy, de-

claring that " no ti-afQc " sliould be permitted with Norfolk, is not con-

sidered as interfering with traffic by permits given under the regulations

concerning coastwise intercourse, &c.

In regard to the schooner Marblehead the permit to pass was given

at Norfolk iu the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury of the 27th of

September, written in reply to one from Mr. Cutting asking a clear-

ance for the vessel and a return cargo, as was stated by hiui, although

the return cargo is not mentioned in the Secretary's answer. I have

sent to Washington to ascertain whether it was uientioued iu Mr. Gut-

ting's letter which the Secretary acknowledges.

The Marblehead was cleared before any notice of the view taken by

the Secretary of the Navy was received. Why she was reported to you

as cleared in ballast I cannot imagine.

I have brought the whole subject of traffic with Norfolk before the

Government and trust that it will be disposed of in some satisfactory

mode. Among other questions I have specifically referred to is that of

return cargoes. In the mean time I shall act in strict conformity to

the regulations.

I have just learned that a permit was granted yesterday m my ab-

sence, at the request of General Viele, to a schooner laden with coal and

lumber for Norfolk, and that the captain of the guard boat alter allow-

ino- her to pass sent to Norfolk to recall her. I have directed that

she be sent back as he requests. I have not seen her papers, but be-

lieve that the permit was improperly granted by Captain Millward.

The schooner came here with a regular clearance for Norfolk, as 1 am

informed, but the permit of the Secretary of the Treasury was wanting.

I shall see that there is no recurrence of this irregularity.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

Major- General.

P S—I have, on reflection, thought best to notice briefly the sug-

gestion in your letter " that the War or Treasury Departments can best
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explain any part of the printed instructions not distinct to me." I be-
lieve I have a perfectly distinct understanding of tliem. The questions
I proposed to you were made for the purpose of ascertaining how j'ou

understood them, with a sincere desire to obviate all misunderstanding
between us in carrying them out, and if we disagreed to ask the de-

cision of the proper authority.

The grounds I have taken with the Government are briefly these :

1st. That Xorfolk is not a blockaded port; that it lacks the funda-
mental condition of a blockade—hostile possession.

2d. That if it were a blockaded port the traffic allowed under the
regulations concerning coastwise intercourse is in violation of the laws
of blockade recognized by civilized States. No nation can shut out
neutrals from intercourse with a blockaded port and allow intercourse
with it to its own i^eople.

3d. That Norfolk not being a hostile possession, but held as a mili-

tary occupation, we are free to allow so much traffic as is necessary for

military i)urposes and to prevent those whom we have subjected to our
power from suffering by hunger or cold—a duty dictated by the com-
monest principles of humanity, and that it is on those conditions only
that the tratlic allowed under the regulations can be justified.

I do not state these views with the desire or expectation of influ-

encing your own, but to advise you frankly of the grounds I have taken.
I deem this frankness due to the relations between us.

I have instructed the provost-marshal at Norfolk to issue no permits
for vessels with return cargoes or to vessels desirous of exporting do-
mestic or other products until the decision of the Government is

known.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News^ October 10, 1862.

General John A. Dix, IJ. S. A.,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. :

General: The steamer John A. Warner passed up this morning
under a, flag of truce and in charge of an army officer, who was recog-
nized by the boarding officer from this ship. I will feel obliged to you if
the officers in charge of steamers on this duty would exhibit written
authority to me from your headquarters, as they generally do.

Very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Gomdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Flag-Ship Mintvtesota,
Off Newport News, October 10, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dis, U. S. A.,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

General
: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt to-night of

your communication of the 9th instant.
The \TOrds " no traffic," to which you refer, related to such unauthor-

ized traffic as m the case in hand—that of the schooner Marblehead—
but did not revoke my previous instructions to respect the permits of
the Treasury, War, and Navy Departments. 1 have seen but one duly-
authorized permit, viz, that given by the War Department, at the iu-
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Stance of the Peruvian minister, to the agents of tbe Peruvian Govern-
ment to reship from Norfolk tbe guano belonging to that Government
which permit was immediately respected by me. If Mr. Cutting applied
for. and the Treasury Department did not give him, a permit to take
a return cargo in the Marblehead, it was a virtual refusal of such a
permit by that Department instead of being a permit to take a return
cargo as construed and carried out by General Viele. The Secretary of
the Treasury only ruled that the Marblehead—the vessel only—might
be "cleared" (have permission to sail), not with a cargo, and did not, I
respectfully submit, authorize her being cleared, as she was, with a
return cargo, under a military permit purporting to be based on a rule
of the Treasury Department, which cannot be construed trom the copv
you sent me of Mr. Chase's letter to Mr. Cutting of September L'7.
This military permit for a return cargo was. I beg leave to remind vou,
in conflict with my instructions from the Navv Department, which I
had the honor to communicate to you on the 23d-24th of September,
six days previous to the sailing of the Marblehead.

It appears that the schooner Conrad Fox, which you say came to
Fortress Monroe loaded with coal and lumber for Norfolk, did not, as you
were informed, come to Fortress Monroe " with a regular clearance' for
Norfolk." The captain of this schooner informed Captain Case to-day that
he has no clearance or manifest, as there was no custom-house at Havre
de Grace to issue them. Besides her enrollment and license for coast-
ing trade she has nothing but a bill of lading, dated Havre de Grace,
September 27, 18C2, lor 85 tons of coal and 5,000 feet of culliiigs, to
be delivered to Kimberly & Bros., at Norfolk, Va. On tbe back ot this
bill of lading are the following indorsements:

Headquarteks,
Xorfolk, Va., October H, 18C0.

Permission is hereby given to Messrs. Kimberly & Bros, to receive from Fortress
Monroe 85 tons of coal, per schooner Conrad Fox.
By order of Brigadier-General Viele :

J. H. LIEBENAU,
Assistant Adjutant-General and I'rorusl-.Vurshal.

Approved and permitted.
JAMES MILLIARD.

Captain of Port. ifc.

Lumber is included in the above permit from Norfolk.
EGBERT L. VIELE,

Briijadier-General

.

Whilst the Conrad Fox had no special permit from the Treasury, War,
or Navy Departments to trade, and not even tbe usual custom-house
clearance, the military facilities shown by these indorsements were, I

regret to find, given to her to trade here in violation of tbe instructions

of the Government, which I had duly and seasonably communicated to

yon. The Conrad Fox was boarded by an officer from the Victoria

(guard vessel), near Norfolk, on the 8th, and her papers examined and
found informal. When this ofiBcer returned and made his report to the

commander of the Victoria the latter immediately dispatched a boat to

bring the Conrad Fox back, but she got to tbe wharf at Norfolk before

the boat could reach her, when tbe provost-marshal interfered and
claimed control of the vessel. He delivered her up on tbe 9tb instant,

by your order, and I am relieved by your assurance that there shall be

"no recurrence of this irregularity." I am gratified that the provost-

marshal at Norfolk has your instructions "to issue no permits to ves-

sels with return cargoes or to vessels desirous of exporting domestic

or other products until the decision of the Government is known."
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Whilst wishing to avoid all discussion about the policy of the block-

ade here, in my reply of the 8th to yours of the 7th instant I endeav-

ored to meet the scope of your questions by stating what my instruc-

tions, which I had some time before communicated to you, required me
to do.

. . 1, • I

Allow me in conclusion to thank you for the frankness with which

yon have communicated to me your views, and to say that whatever

may be the determination of the Government upon the points you

have presented it will be my duty and efibrt at all times to carry out

faithfully my instructions from the Department, and in the manner the

most convenient to the administration of your branch of the public

service.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Gomdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Headquarters,
Washington, October 10, 1862.

Dear Hoffman : I inclose a copy of a letter sent by flag of truce,

and copy of an order issued with regard to the shooting of vedettes or

pickets, and the paroles of two wounded prisoners sent outside the lines.

The letter and order were in accordance with instructions from General

Foster.

Yours, truly,
EDWARD E. POTTEE.

[Incloeures.]

Headquarters,
Washington, N. C, October 9, 1862.

Commanding Officer Confederate Forces nearest Washington :

Sir : I send by flag of truce, of which Captain Willson, Third New
York Cavalry, is the bearer. Surgeon Stone and two paroled prisoners.

By the advice and suggestion of Major-General Foster, commanding
the Department of Nortli Carolina, I avail myself of this opportunity to

inquire whether the inhuman and murderous practice of shooting pickets
and vedettes is countenanced by the ofiBcers of the Confederate Army.

Brigadier-General Martin in conversation with General Burnside,
and Captain Tucker while here a few days ago as the bearer of a flag

of truce, both denounced this custom and agreed to use their best en-
deavors to put an end to it. Notwithstanding this agreement and these
denunciations two of our vedettes were yesterday murdered in the most
cold-blooded manner.

I desire to know whether these acts are committed by the authority
and with the approval of ofiicers. If such outrages be not checked I
shall be compelled to resort to retaliation of the severest character.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
EDWAED E. POTTER,

Colonel, Commanding Post.

General Orders, ) Headquarters,
No. 6. I Washington, October 8, 1862.

In order to check the inhuman and cowardly practice on the part of
the enemy of shooting our vedettes and pickets it is hereby ordered that
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whenever these outrages shall be committed by persons secreted near
houses or on plantations the premises in question shall be at once laid
waste and destroyed.
By order of Uol. Edward E. Potter, commanding post

:

J. W. ATWILL,
Acting Adjutant.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport Ifeu-s, October 11, 18C2.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe

:

General: I am just informed by Lieutenant-Cominander Babcock,
U. S. Navy, commanding the gunboat Morse on guard duly at Norfolk,
that yesterday he detained the schooner Chesapeake, goiug'into Norfolk
for repairs, under a ''permit" signed by "James Millward, Captain Port
and Harbor-Master, Portress Monroe, Va.," and by your command.

I respectfully suggest to you tbat this vessel was not going in with
army supplies, and, as she is not known to be in distress, that it would
be better, rather than have her pass the blockade, that she should be
sent to Baltimore for any convenient repairs she may need. I will
direct Lieutenant-Commander Babcock to return her papers and send
her to you.
The boarding officers understood that, according to the arrangement

between you and myself, the necessary certificates to pass vessels were
to come from your headquarters and to be signed by Captain Blake,
your assistant adjutant-general. Lieutenant-Commander Babcock had
not, I presume, heard of the other officer or office above mentioned.
Allow me further to suggest, in connection with the matter of repairing

outside vessels at Norfolk, that, owing to the difficulty ot getting hands
there to repair the gunboat Barney I was obliged to send her to her
station unfinished after a fortnight's detention, and this notwithstand-
ing that the United States quartermaster at Norfolk, Captain Ludlow,
has always been very obliging, [tendering] us the facilities for repairs
at the ship-yards in Norfolk, which are all under bis control. As there
are no facilities for repairing the United States gunboats at the Gosport
Navy-Yard, owing to the destruction by the enemy of the work-shops, I

beg that the facilities for repairs at the ship-yards under army control

at Norfolk may be reserved as far as practicable for the use of the Navy.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Aetg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, Ya., October 11, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe

:

General : Lieutenant-Commander Babcock, of the gunboat Morse,

on duty at Norfolk, reports that the master of the Pioneer, mail-boat

between Fortress Monroe and Norfolk, says that he lias been in the habit

for some time, by your permission, of carrying merchandise in consider-

able quantities between the two places, and, as I understand, for pur-

poses of traffic. The same officer reports to me that he is informed that
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agents from Baltimore are in the habit of going to Norfolk in the mail-

boat Pioneer, getting vegetables, fruit, &c., which they take to Fortress

jMouroe and ship immediately to be sold in Baltimore on private specu-

lation. I beg that you will be so good as to inquire into this matter

and forbid trafiQc on board these mail-boats, which are under your con-

trol. Tou are aware that the mail-boats have not been required in pass-

ing to leave the usual certificate at the guard vessel, because it was
understood that they were under good military police and would not

therefore violate the blockade. If, however, they are engaged in trade

the usual ofticial certificate will be necessary as in case of vessels pass-

ing the blockade with army supplies.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comd(j. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

Hdqus. Dept. of Yieginia., Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., October 11, 1862.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron-:

Sir : I have the honor to inclose the copy of Mr. Cutting's letter on
which the schooner Marblehead was cleared " with her cargo " by the
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, a copj' of whose letter you
have. In the latter, a rule is prescribed for like cases.

I have therefore to advise you that I shall on application clear with
return cargoes from Norfolk vessels which go there witli permits from
the Secretary of the Treasury, in conformity with the regulations con-
cerning coastwise intercourse, &c.

I am, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, Va., October 11, 1862.

Maj. Geu. John A. Dix, U". S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps

:

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt this after-
noon of your communication of this date, inclosing a copy of Mr. Cut-
ting's letter of September 27, 1862, to the Secretary of the Treasury.
There is an inaccuracy in Mr. Cutting's letter which requires a prompt

correction at my hands. Mr. Cutting came on board to inquire if his
vessel (not vessels) with lumber could pass the guard vessel. I had
but recently assumed the command, and not being familiar with the
state of aflairs, inquired of Commander Case, captain of the fleet, for
information about the matter, and was informed in reply that Admiral
Goldsborough had allowed Mr. Cutting's vessels to pass, and Com-
mander Case said he believed Mr. Cutting was one of several firms who
were trading here under a permit from the Secretary of the Treasury.
It was upon this understanding of the case that I assented not to in-
terrupt what seemed usual and proper. But it is incorrect in Mr. Cut-
ting to assert that I " granted" him the " privilege " of trading. I never
meant to do any such thing.
On the 18th of September I received instructions from the Secretary
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of the Navy, in reply to the application of the gas company, "that no
traffic iu shingles, cotton, or tobacco could be permitted" here. I im-
mediately sent Commander Case and Mr. Saltonstall on shore to inform
General Viele of the Department's answer to the gas company, and di-

rected them to inform Messrs. Oatlett & Moore and Mr. Cutting that
tradehere was not allowed.
Commander Case learned from the provost-marshal that Mr. Cutting

had gone North the evening before, and the provost-marshal said he
could not direct Commander Case where he could find Messrs. Catlett

& Moore, but he would notify them of this order of the Department.
The Marblehead sailed under a military permit, purporting to be

under sanction of the Treasury Departmeut, on the 30th of September.
Commander Case has read and indorsed this statement.
In reply to your notice to me " that you shall, on application, clear with

return cargoes from Norfolk vessels which go there with permits from
the Secretary of the Treasitiy, in conformity with the regulations con-

cerning coastwise intercourse," &c., I have to inform you that it will be

my duty, under my instractious, to pass any vessel into Norfolk with a

cargo of merchandise showing me a permit therefor from the Secretary

of the Treasury, and that it will also be my duty, under instructions, to

seize any vessel passing out of Norfolk with a cargo of merchandise

under a permit from you.

In your comunication to me of the 0th instant you say: "I have

brought the whole subject of traffic with Norfolk before the Government,

and trust it will be disponed of in some satisfactory manner;" and you

also say in the same communication: "I have instructed tlie i)rc>vost-

marshal at Norfolk to issue no more passes to vessels with return car-

goes or to vessels desirous of exporting domestic or other products until

the decision of the Government is known." I sincerely trust, general,

that you will adhere to this considerate course. You knov.- my instruc-

tions and my duty to obey them.

I have the"honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Bear-Admiral.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. of the Army, Adjt. Gen.'s Office,

No. 290. )
Washington, October 11, 1802.

• * ^ * * * '

II Brig. Gen. James H. Van Alen, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby re-

lieved from duty at Torktown, Va., and will report in person without

delay to the General-in-Chief.

By command of Major-Gencral Halleck
: ^ ^ tOWNSEND,
A ssistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,

Fort Monroe, Va., October 12, 1862.

4.ctg. Bear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron :

Admiral: Lieutenant-Commander Babcock is entirely mistaken in

supposing that the Pioneer has been engaged by my permissiou in car-

rying melch^.ndise in considerable quantities between Norfolk and this

post for purposes of traffic. The only articles allowed to go in the mail-
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boat are sutlers' goods for the military forces, or goods in small quan-
tities, having the requisite permits from the Treasury Department. I

have given the strictest orders to the captain of the port, Capt. James
Millward, and am assured by him that they are rigidly enforced. I

will thank you to recognize him as authorized to give permits to vessels

and merchandise going to Norfolk with the requisite permission from
the Treasury Department.

I am also assured by Captain Millward that no vegetables nor fruit

are brought here in the Pioneer and shipped direct to Baltimore to be
sold on speculation. The only articles of that description brought here
from Norfolk are for the use of the troops and the population in the
vicinity of the fort.

Captain Millward was appointed captain of the port by Major-Gen-
eral Wool before the capture of Norfolk. His duty is to board all ves-

sels comiug here or departing, and to supervise generally all that is

done in the harbor.
I am, very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, Va., October 15, 1862.

Maj. Geu. John A. Dix, U. S. A., ,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

Geneeal : I have the honor to inform you that a guard steamer has
been stationed at a convenient distance from Fortress Monroe for the
purpose of enforcing the blockade.

I would respectfully request you to cause the masters of all vessels
iu the employ of the army to leave a certificate on board of her similar
to that left on board the guard steamer at Norfolk by vessels so em-
ployed.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, Va., October 15, 1862.

Maj. Geu. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. :

Geneeal : Your letter of the 6th instant, making certain specific in-
inquiries relative to my interpretation of and proposed course of con-
duct under my blockading instructions from the Department, was, with
my reply thereto of the 8th, submitted to the Navy Department for its
decision.

The Department approves of my letter of the 8th instant to you of
my course in regard to traffic and the ingress and egress of vessels as
correct and in conformity with my instructions and duty, and instructs
that until the blockade is raised or modified it must be strictly main-
tained.
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The honorable Secretary of the Favy says

:

T^}^^^^f''^Jf^?'^^^^^^ '? Korfolk aud the whole insurrectionary region I doubt not.Ihe object of the blockade is to destroy their traffic while in rebellion. The relief isin the hands of the people who have only to be loyal to be relieved. The case isnot one of sympathy but of duty.

The honorable Secretary, under date of October 13, also says

:

wm!?rt ^.^!fJ^^o^
General Dix applies to Norfolk, denying that it is a \,lockaded port,

pLiLf.. ? *"y P°^* ^nd the whole coa«t, with the exception of Wilmington andCharleston, from blockade, for all are held by military occupation.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Eear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Teeasuet Depaetment,
Octoher 16, 1862.

The Hon. Seceetaey of War :

SiE
: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your information

and such action as you may think necessary, copy of a letter this day
received from Maj. R. W. Shenk, of the One hundred and thirty-fifth
Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, relative to abuses of flag of truce
boats on the James Eiver.

With great respect,

S. P. CHASE,
Secretary of the Treasury.

[Inclosuje.l

On Boaed Steamee Kennebec,
Annapolis Bay, October 15, 1862.

Hon. SAiMON P. Chase,
Secretary of the Treasury

:

Deae Sie : I respectfully call your attention to certain facts which
have come to my notice, and which as an officer of the United States
Government I feel my duty to make known to you. Flags-of-truce
boats are now and have been to a great extent used, in addition to their

lawful mission, to pass contraband goods and other articles through
the lines at Aiken's Landing on James Eiver, I predicate my belief

upon this : First, a trunk was placed on board of the John A. Warner,
purporting to pass upon the permission of a lady going South and
placed by accident on board of said boat, then under my command.
Upon examination I found no single article of woman's apparel, but
cloths, quinine, mathematical instruments, a large quantity of silk,

thread, needles, &c. I retained and will turn it over to the proper
authorities at. Washington on my return. Second : I was approached
at the landing by a certain Col. Blanton Duncan, of Kentucky, now
engraver of the notes of the Confederate Treasury, who desired me to

enter into arrangements to pass goods suitable to his business and other

avocations from the boat through the lines, and mentioned in connec-

tion the assistance of a prominent officer of the rebel Government.
Duncan assured me that he had such arrangements \yith officers con-
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nected with flag-of-truce boats, and mentioned a firm in Washington
where the articles could be supplied ; also giving me a list of tbein.

No doubt many other violations could be discovered if ordinary

watchfulness were instituted. I write the above in order, if the Depart-

jiieut desires, to take some action to prevent the same. I have had
charge of flag-of-truce boats during the past two weeks, and return to

Aiken's Landing to-morrow morning, and if any new evidence comes

to my notice the same will be promptly made known to you. I return

to Washington on the 20th instant.

I aui, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. W. SHENK,
Major, One hundred and thirty-fifth Fa. Vols., Comdg.

Nayy Department,
October 16, 1862.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War

:

Sir : Admiral Lee, commanding the North Atlantic Blockading Squad-

ron, informs the Department that considerable quantities of merchan-
dise are carried in the mail steamers which pass daily between Fortress

Monroe and Baltimore and between Fortress Monroe and Norfolk. Un-
less some measures are adopted to prevent it the practice will lead to

difficulty, for while the blockade continues Admiral Lee has no alterna-

tive but to enforce it in good faith. He suggests that

—

It would be a partial remedy if the War Department -would order Generals Wool
aud Dix not to allow any merchandise or articles lor traffic to be shipped on these
mail steamers plying between Fortress Monroe aud Norfolk and between Fortress Mon-
roe and Baltimore ; it would be an effectual remedy and a more natural state of things
if these steamboats were under navy control.

I would respectfully recommend that the recommendations of Admiral
Lee in regard to orders to Generals Wool and Dix be given by the War
Department.

Very respectfully,

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

War Department,
Washington City, D.<'G., October 17, 1862.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy:

Sir: The Secretary of War directs me to acknowledge the receipt of
your communication of the 16th instant relative to the report of Admiral
Lee, commanding the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, that mer-
chandise is daily transported in the mail steamers between Fortress
Monroe and Baltimore and between Fortress Monroe and Norfolk, and
suggesting orders for a more stringent enforcement of the blockade.
In reply 1 am instructed to inform you that copies of your communica-
tion have been transmitted to Major-Generals Dix and Wool for their
information.

I have the honor to be, yonr obedient servant,
P. H. WATSON,

Assistant Secretary of War.
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Hdqes. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., October 18, 1862.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron:

Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on my return from
Washington, of your three communications, one of the 11th and the other
two of the 15th instant.

In regard to permits for vessels with return cargoes from Norfolk, I

do not see how I can properly refuse to grant one if application is made
to me under the decision of the Secretary of the Treasury. If you deem
it your duty under the instructions of the Secretary of the Navy to seize

a vessel having such a permit I can have no possible objection. It is a
conflict between two Departments of the Government, for which neither

of us is responsible. I trust, however, that no such case will arise until

some proper disposition is made of the whole subject. But individuals

"have rights which I am bound to respect, and if any one brings himself
clearly within the class of cases disposed of by the Secretary of the

Treasury, who has the general regulation of commerce, I cannot put
him off because the Secretary of the Navy takes a view of the question

of blockade which I conceive to be at variance with all the received rules

of international law. I had the honor to reply personally to the argu-

ments quoted from one of his letters to you in your communication of

the 15th.

The instructions you have given to the commander of the gunboat

stationed under the guns of this fort are embarrassing the public service

exceedingly. A vessel laden with coal and lumber, purchased by the

ordnance officer for public use, was stopped yesterday and detained the

whole day for certificates, greatly to my annoyance.

Vessels cleared to this post, unless it is regarded as a blockaded port,

ought not to be detained ; and I believe such an interference with the

military administration of this command to be entirely without prece-

dent. It certainly was so under your two predecessors, and I consider

it altogether inconsistent with the comity due from one service to tlK

other. If you deem it your duty, under the instructions of the Secretary

of the Navy, to place a gunboat under the guns of this fort, the head-

quarters of a military department, and subject it to all the restrictions

of au enemy's port in order to enforce the blockade, I shall bring the

matter before the Government without delay. If you do not, then I

respectfully request that the gunboat may be anchored above the fort,

and that commercial intercourse with this post may be left, as it always

has been heretofore, under the control of the Treasury Department and

the military authorities. All vessels coming here are boarded and their

papers and cargoes examined by the officers of the revenue cutter, and

they are visited again by the captain of the port, to whom they are re-

quired to report on shore and who also examines their papers. To sub-

iect them to a third visitation appears to me to be superfluous and a

needless vexation. I state these tacts not as having any bearing on the

craver objections I have made to the system of visitation at this post,

but to show that it is called for by no considerations of public necessity.

The sloop A. C. Broderick was cleared from this post lor Baltimore

with 51 bushels of wheat, 19 hides, 100 pounds rags, 2,000 pounds of

iron and 160 bushels of ovsters, and has been stopped by your gunboat.

Unless you regard Fort Monroe as blockaded I respectiully submit that

there is nothing in the instructions of the Navy Department which you

communicated to me to warrant the detention of this vessel. The prop-
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erty belongs to persons within our lines, and as the military commander
here I claim the right to clear vessels to any port in a loyal State, sub-

ject to the usual custom-house inspection. 1 respectfully ask if you con-

sider this post as blockaded, and if not I will thank you to furnish me
with a copy of the instrucrions under which the detention is made that

I may make a proper representation to the Government.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, Va., October 18, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

General : Lieutenant-Commander Babcock, commanding guard ves-

sel below Norfolk, reports that he has, under his instructions, detained
the schooner Elizabeth English, as, excepting her enrollment and license,

she had only a bill of lading, showing that she contained 330 tons of
coal purporting to be shipped by the United States War Department at
Philadelphia on the 2d instant, and signed David English, who or whose
ofBce is not known here.

The master of the army tug which was towing the schooner up in-

formed the commanding ofiBcer of the guard vessel that he asked the
assistant quartermaster and provost-marshal at Fortress Monroe for
the usual certificates (viz, that the vessel is in the employ of the army
and has only supplies for the army on board), and that they told him
he did not want any such a certificate and should not have any.

If the Elizabeth English is in the employment of the army, and has
supplies for the army only on board, I will thank you to have the usual
and proper certificate to that effect sent to Lieutenant-Commander Bab-
cock for me. If she is not in the employment of the army, ami her
<iargo is not exclusively for the use of the army, you would oblige me
by letting me know it. I beg to observe that no inconvenience will
be experienced by your department if the usual and proper certificate
is always sent with the vessel having army supplies on board.
The commanding officer of the guard vessel below Norfolk also re-

ports to me that he has vainly endeavored to obtain from some of the
steam-tugs passing to and fro between Fortress Monroe and Norfolk
such a certificate as would show that they are in the emplovment of the
army and are only so employed. This "was according to the under-
standing between us, as shown by my communication to you of Sep-
tember 18 and your reply of September 19. I respectfully request that
you will now favor me with a list of the names of all the steam-tugs in
the employment of the army plying between Fort Monroe and Nor-
folk, so that when once known to the guard vessel in the Elizabeth
Eiver there may be no difficulty about their passing afterward without
stopping, provided they are not towing vessels, especially such as are
not in the employment of the army and whose cargoes are not dulv
certified.

''

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P". LEE,

Actg. Kear-Admiral Comdg. N. Atlantic Blocking Squadron.

A ?• S^-Tl^e commanding officer of the gunboat Wyandotte, on guard
duty off Fort Monroe, reports that he yesterday detained the schooner
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John Francis, loaded with merchandise and articles for traffic. The
John Francis was bound from Fort Monroe to Yorktown under a ]ier-

mit signed, by your command, by Captain Millward, of the army. Her
manifest, written in a large folio book, consists of miscellaneous mer-
chandise, owned by B. F. Yoorhees (name not legibly written). This
afternoon a certificate was brought to me signed, by your command, by
Captain Millward, saying that this cargo of goods (not army supplies) is

solely for the use of the Sixth [Fourth 1] Army Corps, under the command
of Maj. Gen. E. D. Keyes, at Yorktown. The bearer of this certificate

states that Mr. Voorhees, who swears in the manifest that he is the

owner of the cargo, is not a sutler in the army but a general trader at

Fort Monroe.
The certificate does not state, as is usual, that this vessel is in the

employ of the army and has only supplies for the army 07i board. I

am not informed that Mr. Voorhees has a i)ermit to trade from either

the Treasury, War, or Navy Departments. I decline under the circum-

stances to accept the certificate as sufficient to justify this vessel pass-

ing the blockade with her cargo of goods.

I have reported the facts to the Navy Department.
Yeiy resi)ectfally, yours,

S.P.LEE.

Washington, October 18, 1862—10.25 a. m.

Mujor-General Dix

:

It was resohed iu Cabinet yesterday that the Norfolk trade should

be placed under your personal direction, in the manner proposed when

you were here.

Clearances for which you ask admission into the port will be gi-aiited

by the Treasury Department, and all exports i)eriiiitted by you will be

allowed by the Navy to pass. Your own attention personally is re-

quested and your own signature to permits required.

EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

United States Flag-ship Philadelphia,
Hampton Boads, Va., October 20, 1802.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, I a.

:

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-

munications of the 18th and 19th instant. In regard to permits lor

vessels with return cargoes from Norfolk you are aware that the de-

cision of the Navy Department is adverse to your making any such

clearance. I do not know of any conflicting decision of the Secretary

of the Treasury. The North Atlantic blockade extends from the Pian-

katank Eiver, on the western shore of Virginia, to the coa^t ot boutli

Cnrolina, excepting the harbor of Beaufort, the blockade of which has

been raised by proclamation of the President. Within these Imiits I aiu

rcduired to maintain a strict blockade and to prevent all traffic, except

under a permit from the Secretary of the Treasury, War, or Navy

]\ry instructions to the gunboat off Fort Monroe are only to carry out

28 B E—VOL XTIU



434 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. .Chap. xxX

my orders from the Government, and ber station is safe and convenient

for that purpose. Fort Monroe has never been declared a port of entry;

it is situated n'ithin the blockaded region, and all vessels in the employ-

ment of the army with only army or supplies of any kind or public

liroperty on board pass freely and frequently not only to Fort Monroe
but to all other points here in the occupation of the army, on a cer-

tificate from your headquarters ; or, in case of a vessel coming from a

Northern port, on a certificate from the United States quartermaster

there, stating, in a very few words, that such is the character of the

vessel and cargo. It is "impossible therefore that the public service

should thereby be embarrassed exceedingly, or at all ; but the contrary

is the case—the public service is benefited to the extent that supplies

are thus kept out of the insurrectionary region.

You say : " A vessel laden with coal and lumber, purchased by the

ordnance officer for public use, was stopped yesterday and detained the

whole day, greatly to my annoyance." You refer doubtless to the Con-

rad Fox, which had violated the blockade, got to Norfolk without a

permit from either the Treasury, War, or Navy Departments, but under

an unauthorized permit from army ofucers (which I am expressly ordered

not to respect), and with a cargo of coal and lumber brought from Havre
de Grace without any clearance, for Kimberly & Bros., traders at Nor-

folk. The Navy Department released this vessel on the ground that

she acted on supposed authority, but forbade her to land or receive

cargo. To prevent any further violation of the blockade by her she

was towed just outside the lower gunboat and released to go where
she pleased outside the blockade, but the Conrad Fox instead of going

away anchored immediately, and your ordnance olficer bought her

cargo. As soon as the usual certificat-e was sent to the guard vessel,

showing that the cargo of this vessel had now become army supplies,

she was permitted to pass in to unload, as I am informed by the officer

commanding the guard vessel. If there was any delay about sending
off the usual and necessary certificate to the gunboat it was wholly un-

necessary, as you have already comi;)lained " that she is stationed under
the guns of this fort"—the necessary situation of the menof-war, our
own and foreign, at anchor here—where one of your many steam-tenders
might communicate with her in fifteen or twenty minutes. You wish me
to remove this gunboat from her anchorage outside and below the fort to

an anchorage inside and above the fort, that commercial intercourse may
go on. This would be to violate my orders to maintain the blockade
strictly until it is modified or raised ; to this end the gunboat must be
stationed where she can conveniently intercept and board vessels, and
when these have merchandise for traffic detain them to be reported to
the Department. When vessels with army supplies have passed the
blockade and are inside discharging, I see no objection to their visita-

tion and search by both the military authorities and tlio revenue offi-

cers, as gross irregularities may be detected and prevented by such ad-
ditional precautions.

Since the receipt of your commuuicatiou of the 10th (although I had
])revious]y reported the case of the John Francis to the Department),
niforming me that lier cargo of goods is sent at the request of General
Keyes to be sold within the fortifications at Yorktown for the use of
his command there, I have directed the gunboats to let her pass.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfally, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Acfff. Bear-Admiral, Gomdg. N. Atlantic, Bloclcading Squadron.
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IIdqks. Dept. of VirvGiNiA, Seventh Aemy Corps,
Fort Monroe, October 21, 18C2.

Maj. Gen. U. W. IIalleck,
General-in- Chief:

General: 1 have an arraugemont with a man who has the iiieaus
of obtaiuiug acciuate iiitbrination in regard to affairs in Kichujond and
the districts lying upon the James Iliver, the Chickahominy, and the
Blackwater. I have no secret-service fuiid, but I allow him to carry
some articles for peddling in the districts referred to and to bring back
tobacco. He has crossed the lines without suspicion four times in his
wagon, and will leave here in two or three days.
The forces of the enemy in liichmond and the country on this side

are as follows:

At Franklin, iiu tlie Ijlackwater, under General French 4,000
At Zuni,ou the Blackwater, uiicler General Pettigrew ."jjOOO

At Wakeliekl, 8 miles from Znui, under General Anderson 2, 000
At Petersburg ouo regiment, about 800
At Riclimoud 7^ 000
liotweeu the James and Chickahominy, under General Wise, including a cav-

alry regiment just arrived from Georgia 7,000
Between Richmond and "White House two regiments, just sent there, about..

.

1,500

Total 27,300

From other and less reliable sources I get nearly the same result.

My informant says there is no intention of moving down the Penin-
sula in force until the naval armanent is complete. The llichmond
(and the new Merrimac) has taken out her boilers, which were found
too small, and others are in course of construction. He thinks she can-
not be ready for a month.

1 shall be advised of any intended general movement unless my man
falls under suspicion and is not allowed to go at large. He has a pass
from the Government at Eichmond to peddle in Henrico County, and
has no ditficulty in crossing the lines and reaching me by way of Will-

iamsburg.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
I Major- General.

Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., October 22, 1S(J2.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic BlocJcading Squadron :

Sir : I have the honor to inclose a dispatch received by telegraph from

the Secretary of War.* Will you jdease advise me whether it has been

communicated to you; also whether it will be considered by you as suf-

licient to warrant the passage of vessels from the Nansemond and

Yorktown, with exports, under my permits?

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

* See of October 18, p- 433.
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IlDQES. DePT. of YiRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPS,
Fort Monroe, Va., October 22, 1862.

IIou. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War

:

Sir: 1 received yestercla.-\- Mr. Watsou's letter of the 17th iustimt in-

closing a copy ofa'coramuiiiciitiou of the Secretary of the Navy of the

IGtli conceriiiiis the carrying of merchaudise in the mail steamers ply-

ing between this post and Baltimore in one direction and Norfolk in the

other. The Secretary says he is informed by Admiral Lee that consid-

erable quantities of merchandise are carried on these steamers, and

suggesting as a partial remedy that Generals Wool and Dix should be

ordered not to allow any merchandise or articles for trafBc to be shipped

on these steamers, and as an etfectual remedy that they should be put

under navy control.

If Admiral Lee intends to intimate that merchandise is illicitly carried

on these steamers and in violation of any law, either of revenue or

blockade, I take it upon myself to say that he is laboring under a very

great error; tliat every article which is brought here from Baltimore is

examined, and if it has not tbe jn-oper custom-hoiisc])ermit is sent back

or detained; that every article put on board the mail steamer for Nor-

folk (Mines within one' of the two classes, of supplies for the army or

merchandise, usually in very small quantities passed regularly through

the customhouse at Laltimore with permits for Norfolk, and if there is

any violation of established regulations the fault is with the Treasury
Department, and this I will not presume. Tbe cai)tain of the port here

keeps a register of every packet and its contents coming from Balti-

more or going to Norfolk, with the name of the party receiving it, and
everytliing is carelully examined. Every possible precaution is taken

to prevent abuse, and, as I believe it can be shown, with entire success.

The officers under my command, as well as those belonging to the

revenue department placed here by the Secretary' of the Treasury, are

as anxious as those of the navy to arrest all illicit traffic and intercourse
with the insurgents, and 1 believe they have ])erformed, and will con-

tinue to i)erform, their duty with quite as muchfaithfulnessandefliciency.
1 see no reason on this score for putting these mail steamers under navy
control ; and on every other there are insu])erable objections to such an
arrangement. They are employed by the Quartermaster's Department.
Tht)se which run between this post and Baltimore under a contract with
that Department are specially designed to carry troops and supplies for
tbe army m addition to the mails, and I see no more propriety in put-
tnig them under 7iavj' control than in ])lacing a naval trans])ort under
army control. The Secretary of the Navy has not in his communica-
tion approved this suggestion of Admiral Lee; but I deem it neverthe-
less my duty to my command to state to you my objections to it.

In regard to orders to General Wool and myself i take it for granted
tbe Government does not object to the transportation by the mail
steamers of merchandise for this post or Norfol k under tbe customary
sanctions of the Treasury Department. There are several persons in
addition to the sutler who have jiermission to trade with the garrison
and witli the peo])le in this vicinity. Such an order would compel them
to employ a sading vessel every time they had a small quantity of neces-
saries to bring here. This morning some ice, flour, and other articles
came down by the mail steamer, having gone through the regular cus-
tom-house formalities, for our sutler, Mr. Moody ; for Mr. Kimberly, who
suiqdies the hospital, and some other persons. Every article is subjected
to the most rigid scrutiny. If it is intended to interfere with the trans-
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portation of supplies—a measure I consider entirely uncalled for and un-
wise—tbe order should be addressed to tbe Baltimore cnstom-bouse and
not to General Wool. It is unnecessary to state, for you know tbe tact,
tbat tbere is a very considerable population outside'of tbe fort under
tbe protect ion of tbe Government, and tbat tliere are some 3,000 colored
jier.sons liere wbo require tbeir little comforts. I allow a colored man
to fjo to Baltimore occasionally and bring- bere supplies for tbese peo-
ple. All these supplies necessarily obtained in small quantities would
be cut ott if Admiral Lee's recommendation to allow no merchandise to
be brought by the mail boat were adopted.
Having disposed of this matter I deem it my duty to call tbe atten-

tion of tbe Department to what I consider an unwarrantable interfer-
ence with my command by Admiral Lee. This will be best illustrated
by presenting the cases in which be has detained vessels having sup-
plies for tbe army or employed in services connected with it.

1st. Mr. J. B. Brabam, a contractor for hides and fat with the commis-
sary of subsistence at Sufiblk, sent a vessel liere from New York to re-
ceive tbese articles, which bad been accumulating for some time, with 20
sacks of salt for their preservation. The vessel, tfie schooner Alexander,
was cleared for this port at New York. Tbe ])crmit was ap])roved by the
commissary of subsistence, Major-General TecJc, and myself, and the
papers were found correct by the revenue officers. - jNIy si])piovaI was
in tbese words, as will be seen by tbe papers

:

The duty of tbe Government to allow tlie purchaser of its property to take it away
is so very clear that the captain of the port will give a poriuit to the Alexander to go
to Suffolk to receive the hides (and with the salt—i!0 sacks—necessary to preserve
them), subject to the apiiroval of Admiral Leo.

Strictly, I had a right to send the vessel to her destination to perform
a service connected with my department, but out of courtesy to tbe
admiral, and with a sincere desire to maintain in all things a friendly
understanding with him, T made the permit subject to his approval. It
was rejected; and the contractor sent the vessel back to New York,
leaving the articles he bad purchased to spoil in the hands of the Gov-
ernment. The papers are annexed, marked A.*

2d. The sloop A. C. Broderick was loaded at Fort Monroe with 51
bushels of wheat, 19 hides, 100 pounds of rags, 2,000 pounds of iron,

and IGO bushels of oysters. The goods were owned by persons within
our lines, and they were cleared, under a permit from me, for Baltimore,
where they were to be subject to the custom-house inspection usual in

such cases. I exercised this right as the military commander here, and
insisted that tbe commander of the naval forces could not witii propriety

interfere with it. The vessel has been stopped against my remon-
strance. She is still detained, and tbe oysters have been thrown over-

board.
There are other cases in which vessels have been detained, and in

several instances greatly to my annoyance, lint as they have been re-

leased I do not deem it necessary to state them. But I desire to call

the attention of the Department to tbe fact that a gunboat has been
stationed below the fort for tbe jiurpose of boarding cveiy vessel that

enters the Eoads, when the service could be just as well performed be-

tween this post and Newport News. It is entirely unnecessary for the

purpose of the blockade of tbe James Biver and Nansemond, as all

vessels coming to this post are boarded by tbe revenue officers wbo are

on duty bere and bj* the captain of the port. While tlie naval forces

were under the command of Commodore Stringbam, Admiral Golds-

* Not found.
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borougli, and Admiral Wilkes no such system of visitation was insti-

tuted, and tbere is no reason why it should be adopted now. On the
18th instant 1 called the attention of Admiral Lee to the subject in a
lettei', of whicli the following is an extract

:

Vessels cleared to this post [unless it is regarded as a blockaded port] onght not
to be detained, and I believe sneli an iutert'creuce witli tUo administration of this

command to be entirely without precedent. It certainly w.as so under your two
predecessors, and I consider it altogetlier inconsistent Tvitli tlie comity due. liom one
service to the other. It you deem it your duty, under the instructions of the Secretary
of the Navy, to place a gunboat uinler the guns of this fort, the headquarters of a
military department, and sul)iect it to all the restrictions of an enemy's port in order
to enforce the blockade, I shall bring the matter before the Government without delay.

If you do not, then I respectfully request that the gunboat may be anchored above
the fort, and that coumicreial intercourse with this post maybe left, as it always has
been heretofore, under the control of the Treasury Department and the military au-
thorities. All vessels coming here are boarded and tlieir papers and cargoes exam-
ined by the officers of the revenue cutter, and they are visited again by tlie captain
of the port, to whom they are required to report on shore and who also examines their

papers. To subject them to a third visitation appears to me to be suiierlluous and
a needless vexation. I state these facts not as having any bearing on the grav<'r ob-
jections I have made to the system of visitation at this post, but to sho\\' tliat it is

called for by no considerations of public necessity.

To this remonstrance I have received the following reply:

You wish me to remove the gunboat from her anchorage outside or below the fort to
an anchorage inside and above the fort, that commercial intercourse may go on. This
would be to violate my orders to maintain the blockade strictly until it is uioililied

or raised; to this end the gunboat must be stationed where she can conveniently
intercept and board vessels, and where tnese have merchandise for trallic detain them
to be reported to the Department.

In another part of this communication Admiral Lee says

:

The North Atlantic blockade extends from the Piankatank River, on the western
shore of Virginia, to the coast of South C.-irolina, excepting the harbor of Beaufort, N.
C.

,
the blockade of which has been r.aised by proclamation of the President. Within

the.'ie limits I am required to maintain a strict blockade and to prevent all traffic,
except under a permit from the Secretary of the Treasury, War, or Navy.
My instructions to the gunboat off Fort Monroe are only to caiTy out my orders

from the Government, and her station is safe and convenient for that purpose. Fort
Monroe has never been declared a port of entry ; it is situated within the blockaded
region.

From the whole tenor of this reasoning it is manifest that the admiral
deems it his duty to enforce the blockade against tbis post. Though
within the blockaded region it is a military station, occupied by the
Government forces, and lacks the essential condition of a blockade—
liostile possession. What I insist on is that the commercial intercourse
with It sball be carried on under the ususil custom-house reguhttions,
and tbat Ibe planting of a gunboat under the walls of the fort to ex-
amine vessels going to it (for vessels going into the Roads can be as
well examined higher up) is altogether unprecedented, uncalled for,
and now practiced for the first time since the war commenced, although
tbe naval forces on this station have been commanded by three of the
most distinguished and experienced officers in the naval service

It IS with great regret that I feel constrained to trouble you with
tbe.se matters. I have endeavored by friendly correspondence with Ad-
miral Lee to adjust them; and I might have rested still longer in the
io])e o± success bad not the communication of the Secretary of the Navvbeen i-eferred to me. The whole, matter, however, concerns tbe WarDepartment quite as deeply as myself, involving as it does a question
ot authority and of comity between the military and naval services

i am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.
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United States Plag-steamee Philadelphia,
Hampton Roads, Va., Octdber 25, 1802.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Ya.

:

Geneeal : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munications of the 20th and 23d instant, inclosing lists of the thirty-five

steamers now in the employment of the army in the Department of Vir-

ginia, any of which I suppose are liable to be discharged at any time. In

respect to those which are employed inside of Fortress Monroe their cer-

tificates once left with the blockading vessel below Norfolk are sufficient;

but in respect to those (except the mail-boats) coming from or going to

Baltimore or to and from the North, I have respectfully to request that

you will have them ordered to stop at the Wyandotte, the outside guard
vessel on blockadeforHampton Roads, &c., and leave the usual certificate

from your headquarters or from the proper officer detailed by you for

that duty, or from the quartermaster at the post whence they came,

stating that the steamer in question is then in the employment of the

Government and has only army supplies on board or is in ballast, as

the case may be. This will occasion but a few moments' delay and will

prevent violations of the blockade. The guard vessel has omitted all

steamers from her report, an irregularity which will be corrected imme-

diately. It is obvioua that my instructions can be carried out with

fidelity, and yet without inconvenience to your branch of the public

service, with your co-operation.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Steatvteb PHiLADELrniA,
Hampton Roads, Ya., October 25, 1802.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dis,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps :

Geneeal : I inclose a copy of a report of the 24th instant from the

commanding officer of the United States gunboat Wyandotte, stationed

on blockade duty off Fortress Monroe, showing that whilst thus engaged

in the performance of duty her officers were, when on quarter-deck ofthat

vessel, deliberately fired at several times by one of your sentinels and

narrowly escaped being shot. Whilst I confidently expect you will con-

sider that the magnitude of this crime calls for a prompt trial by court-

martial and exemplary punishment, I respectfully request to be informed

of the course you deem it your duty to adopt that i may acquaint the

Department thereof, in connection with my report of this grave afiair.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

Hdqes. Dept. of Vieginia, Seventh Aemy Coeps,

Fort Monroe, Va., October 25, 1862.

Actg. Pvcar-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron :

ADMIRAL • T have received your communication of this morning, with

a report from tlie commanding officer of the Wyandotte, stating that

her officers were deliberately lired on by one of the sentinels at this
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post. It is the first iutimation I Lave received from any quarter of tbis

extraordinary occarrence. I shall take immediate measures to brins

the olTender before a court-martial, that he may be punished in the most
exemplary manner. I should not have waited for a request from you
to that eliect had I been aware of the occurrence before your communi-
cation was received.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

United States. Flag-steamer Philadelphia,
Hampton Roads, October 25, 18G2.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. :

General: 1 received yesterday afternoon your communication of

October 22, inclosing a copy of a telegram to you from the honorable

the Secretary of War, dated the 18th instant, informing you of the con-

clusion of the Cabinet to place the Norfolk trade under your personal

direction in the manner proposed by you when you were in Washington.
In reply to your inquiry 1 beg leave most respectfully to say that I

have not received from the Navy Department the instructions referred

to by the Secretary of War in his telegram of the 18th, but on tlie con-

trary I have received a dispatch from the honorable the Secretary of

the Navy, dated October 22 (four days later than the date of Secretary
Stanton's to you), approving of the detention of the schooner John
Francis, loaded with merchandise for Yorktowu, with a permit from
you.
Under these circumstances I deem it my duty to transmit a copy of

your letter and its inclosure to the honorable Secretary of the Navy,
and to await the orders of the Navy Department before attempting to
deviate from my i)resent positive instructions.

I have the honor to be, general, very resiiectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. K Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

Fort Momkoe, Va., Octoher 25, 1802.
Hon. E. M. Stanton,

Secretary of War :

Admiral Lee informs me that he has no notice fiom the Secretarv of
the Navy of the decision of the Cabinet as to trade with Norfolk". 1
have comnmnicated to him your dispatch of the IStli, but he has
directions from tlie Navy l)e])artment as late as the 22d which seem to
be in conflict with it. 1 am giving permits to bring out staves and
other articles, and the vessels are stopped by his orders.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Headquarters District of North Carolina,
Raleigh, Octoher 25, 1802.

Maj. Gen. J. Vt. Poster, U. S. A.,
Comdg. Department of Korth Carolina, New Berne, N. G. :

General : Your letter of the 18th instant was received a few days
ago. I send inclosed herewith a list of men belonging to Company K,
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Thirty-first Itcfiinieiit North Carolina Troops, who are within your lines.

These men were paroled on Eoauoke Island, and I respectfully request
you to send them beyond your lines.

Lieut. Col. S. D. Pool, Tenth Eegiment, will send a list of the men
absent from his command within your lines. I would thank you to send
them out as promised in your letter of the 18th.

1 received on the 20th a letter written by Colonel Potter, U. S. Army,
commanding at Washington, dated the 9tli instant, asking if the "prac-
tice of shooting pickets and vedettes is countenanced by ofiQcers of

the Confederate Army." lie stated in that letter that "two of our
vedettes were yesterday murdered in the most cold-blooded manner."
The practice of shooting pickets is not countenanced by officers of the
Confederate States Ajmy, but when pickets are surprised by a superior

force and surrender demanded they are liable to be shot if they at-

tempt to escape. I have investigated the case reported by Colonel

Potter and find that the vedettes referred to by him were surprised

and ordered three times to halt and surrender before they were fired

on. The statement made by the Washington paper of the 11th instant

in regard to the affair acknowledges that they were halted once, which

should have been sufficient, considering the force.

I am satisfied that the conduct of a detachment of the Third New
York Cavalry at Mr. Woods', near Core Creek, was as reported to you,

and I would be glad to know the result of your investigation of the

matter, and what has been done with the guilty parties.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. MARTIN,
Brigadier- General.

P. S.—Tour letter of the 22d instant is received. The one sent to the

Governor was delivered.

Suffolk, October 26, 18C2.

Major-General Dix:

Colonel Dodge reports that Longstreet has arrived at Petersburg

with 30,000 men, which force is now occupying Waverly (7 miles from

Wakefield), Wakefield, Berlin, and Franklin. He also reports consid^

erable force on the Seaboard and Eoanoke road, probably within 15

miles of Fanklin.
The railroad at Ivor has been repaired and busy for two days carry-

ing troops. This information, save as to the numbers, agrees in the

main with reports of deserters and contrabands whom I have examined.

Twenty thousand troops may be there, and perhaps more.

Major- General.

Hdqes. Deft, of Vieginia, Seventh Army Corps,

Fort Monroe, Va., October 27, 1802.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron:

ADMIRAL : I have the honor to inclose a copy of a report from Colonel

Alford, the commanding officer of the post, in regard to the supposed

firiu"- on the gunboat lying off the fort by a sentry.

It appears that a private belonging to the guard, but not posted as

a sentinel, went outside of the water battery, and, in violation of posi-

tive orders, fired his musket three times at some ducks a short distance
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from the shore. I have examined the man myself, and am satisfied

from his statement that it was an act of mere carelessness, and that it

did not occur to him that any one on board of the gunboat would be
in danger. Indeed he says, what 1 have no doubt is trne, that he was
not thinking of the gunboat at all. The occurrence is very much re-

gretted by Colonel Alford and myself, and, as you will ])erceive, the
guilty party had been imprisoned for trial by court-martial before any
attention had been called to the transaction.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

United States Flag-steamer Philadelphia.,
Hampton Eoads, October 27, 1862—8 p. m.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. :

General : I beg leave to refer you to the dispatch of this date from
General Lockwood at Drummondtown, just received through your tele-

graphic office.

The Coast Survey chart does not show that a gunboat can approach
Drummondtown, which the general map shows is situated about half-

way between the bay and sea-coast. I will cheerfully send a gunboat,
if it can get where the Belvidere is, for moral effect and to accompany
such a detachment of troops as you may deem it proper to send to

the assistance of General Lockwood, but I shall need instructions from
Washington, which you or General Wool may solicit, to justify the use
of naval force, the necessity of which I think may be obviated by such
military measures as you have the ready means of taking.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Gomdg. N'. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Navy Department,
October 27, 1862. •

Hon. E. jr. Stanton,
Secretary of War

:

Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith an extract from a dis-
patch, dated the 24th instant, received from Actg. 1 tear-Admiral S. P.
Lee, commanding the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, in which
he ventures to express his views in favor of abandoning Yorktown and
Norfolk.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

[nicloenre.]

United States Flag-steamer Philadelphia,
Ghesapeahe Bay, October 24, 18G2.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, B. G.

:

Sir: * * » Weoccupy this unimportant and untenable position
(Yorktown) at considerable expense. I am confirmed in my former be-
lief that our best course would be to abandon this position after de-
stroying all the military works at and near Y^orktowu, whether erected
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by the rebels or ourselves, which could encourage a future occupation
even with field pieces by the former, especially for the purpose of an-
noying the gunboats, which are sufficient to beep the blockade and po-
lice of these waters. I would apply the same rule to all the rebel worics
near iforfolk, and would hold no military occupation of any place in
this vicinity outside Fortress Monroe except such as might be necessary
to protect our present occu])atiou of the Gosport Navy-Yard. This
would allow a large force, of from 20,000 to 30,000 (now scattered and
making, as it wore, a frontier line, liable to attack in detail), to be con-
centrated for tlic effectual prosecution of a campaign, and it would leave
our gunboats free to move about and preserve a strict blockade instead
of occupying positions rendered necessary only by the positions of the
army.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Itcar-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockadirty Squadron.

Washington, Octoher 28, 1SC2—7 p. m.
Major-General Dix:
The Secretary of State desires to have a personal interview with you

respecting Norfolk trade, about which there is difficulty with the Navy
Department, and that in the mean time you grant no more permits
either for exports or imports.
You will please come here at your earliest convenience, and suspend

all iiermits.

EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

United States Flag-steamee PniLADELrniA,
Hamilton Soads, 7a., October 28, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Ya.:

General : Our troops in the Sounds have at some important points no
works, and are protected there by the vessels. In view of the threat-

ened attack in that quarter the light-draught and heavy battery of the

Southlield, which vessel has for some time been undergoing very slow

repairs at IS^orfolk, make her services absolutely necessary in the Sounds
at this time. I have urgently to request that you will cause all the

iorce at Norfolk which can be effectually employed to be assigned to

her, with a view to her immediate completion.

I will thank you for an answer to this.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlavtic Bloclcading Squadron.

Hdqks. Dept. oe Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., Octoher 29, 18C2.

Actg. Rcar-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Bloelcading Squadron

:

Admiral: I have not thought it profitable to <!ontinue the discus-

sion with you of the blockade at this post, as you assure me that in all
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you Lave done and are doing you are carrying out the orders of the

iSTavy Departiiient. I shall therefore address what 1 have to say to the

Secretary of War, that all questions arising here may be adjusted at

Washington.
I have endeavored to give you all the aid in my power in carrying

out your instructions, and shall (iontinue to do so, for I am as anxious

as you can possibly be to prevent illicit traflSc with the States or i>arts

of States in actual insurrection against the Government of th(i United

States, and I agree with you that those instructions may be carried

out without inconvenience to the branch of the public service with

which I am connected.
I resi)ectfully suggest that as you have a complete list of all the

steamers in the employ of the army here they should be allowed to

])ass freely from this post to Norfolk, Suffolk, Yorktown, and Newport

News. They will all be provided with certificates from the chief quar-

termaster of the Seventh Army Corps, Lieut. Col. C. W. Thomas. The
authentic list sent to you by me is a certificate from myself that the

steamers named in it are actually in the employ of the army.

It is desirable that the certificates given by Colonel Thomas should

be retained by the captains of the steamers. If any steamer is dis-

charged, Colonel Thomas' certificate will be taken from the captain, and
I will notify you immediately, in order that you may strike the steamer

fr(jm your list. On the other hand, if any new steamer is chartered, I

will give you the like immediate notice, that you may add it to the list.

All steamers passing the Wyandotte and not being on your list will

be directed to stop and exhibit their certificate. 1 respectfully suggest

that the steamers on your list, of which the commander of the Wyan-
dotte should be provided with a copy, ought not to be required to stop.

The delay is often inconvenient, independently of all other considera-

tions. I am going to Washington this morning on the Metamora, on a
summons from the Secretary of War, and it will be neither convenient
nor consistent with my position as the commander of the department
to be stopped by the guard boat, when the commander is aware that
the JMetamora is in the service of the army and that is the boat I use
when I leave the jiost in performance of my military duties.

1 am, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Suffolk, October 29, 18G2.

Major-General Di£:

Colonel Dodge, who commanded the cavalry that crossed, gave the
information that I reported from the other side. It was in every one's
mouth and so confidently talked that he thought it was only a question
of estimates. He says 20,000 ; they saying 30,000. Longstreet's name
has never been used over there until last week. Deserters and con-
scripts reported to me that Longstreet was on his way early iu the
week, but I did not believe it. One says he saw a division on its way
for Longstreet. When I asked the sergeant if Longstreet was there
he said it would not be proper to answer. He and other persons spoke
of French and Pettigrew freely. This population all asking to go away
of late is suspicious. A heavy picket was at Carrsville last night.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-Oeneral.
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Fort Monroe, Va., October 29, 18G2.
General Peck, SuffoUc:

Geueral Keyes reported a force of about 800 cavalry as approach iug
Williamsburg. " They intended attacking this morning, but one of tlicir

pickets was captured by ours last night, and since then nothing has been
done by them except picking up straggling negroes. Xo infantry are
mentioned as being with them.

D. T. VAN BURBN,
Assistant A djutant- Genera I.

Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., October 30, 1862.

Hon. Salmon P. Chase,
Secretary of the Treasury :

Sir: I have received this evening your letter and the papers prepared
by yon concerning trade with Norfolk, and I feel a good deal of embar-
rassment in regard to the certificate. There are in Norfolk, Princess
Anne, and Nansemond Counties, which we have taken possession of and
cut off from Southern sources of supply, 40,000 inhabitants. We must
feed them, and they can only be fed from the North. Can I certify that

the supplies they need—food, fuel, clothing (for they must be warmed
and clothed as well as fed)—are " required for military purposes ? " Will
not this extended traffic be complained of as a violation of the law of

blockade if we admit that Norfolk is blockaded?
I regret that the Government has taken this view or the subject, for

I feel with you the exceeding embarrassment to which it subjects us.

I have insisted that it was a case of military occupation and not of

blockade; that you cannot blockade your own ports or a port you have
taken from an enemy; that the act of capture ipso facto terminates the

blockade and puts you in military possession with a totally different

code of law for yourself as well as neutrals. You may make it as to

them a closed, but it is no longer a blockaded, port. In most modern
treaties, [ believe, certainly in some, there is a chapter on military oc-

cupation, stating the consequences that flow from it. I conversed with

Mnjor-General Halleck on the subject, in Washington, ten days ago,

and he concurred with me fully. I also conferred with the President,

Secretary of State, and Secretary of War, and understood the latter to

assent to my positions, and the two former to be at least impressed by

my suggestions. I was very anxious to see you and called both at your

ofiice and your house, but was disappointed.

My reasoning is briefly this

:

1st. Norfolk is not a blockaded port, as it lacks the fundamental con-

dition of a blockade—hostile possession.

2d. If it is a blockaded port, the trafiic allowed under the regulations

concerning " coastwise intercourse" is in violation of the laws of blockade

recognized by all civilized States. A government cannot shut out neu-

trals from trade with a blockaded port and allow intercourse with such

port to its own people.

3d. Norfolk not being an enemy's port, but held by military occupa-

tion we are free to allow such traffic as is necessary to maintain the

])oss'ession and to prevent those whom we have subjected to our power

from suffering by hunger and cold, a duty enjoined by every considera-

tion of humanity. It is on these conditions only that the traffic pro-

posed to be allowed can be justified.
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On tlie tlieory of military occupation the answer to inquiries from the
representatives of foreign governments seems to me very simple and
conclusive. The Treasury Department gives no permits to trade; gen-

eral trade is not restored ; the place is governed by martial law, and it

rests with the commander of the forces to authorize, by special permits,

the introduction of such supplies as are indispensable for the troops and
the peo]ile they hold in subjection and no more. In the exercise of this

authority he may in his discretion grant permits to others than our own
citizens; it is a matter over which, as the military commander, he has
the entire control, subject to the interposition of the Government for the

correction of abuse.
On the other hand, if it is a blockaded instead of being simply a closed

port, you can only reach your object by certifying that the supplies nec-

essary to the sustenance of 40,000 people are required for military pur-

])oses or something equivalent. If the population were but a tithe of

that for which we arc to provide, though the princii)le would not be
changed, the amount of necessaries sent to them might not attract at-

tention. But in this case they can hardly fail to be noticed ; and I do
not see how you are to maintain your ground on the hypothesis of a
blockade according to the received principles of iuternational law.

I have made these hasty suggestions under a strong sense of the em-
barrassment I feel in regard to the certificate I am required to give. If

you can resolve my doubts I shall be greatly relieved. But the solution

of the whole diflBculty in regard to Norfolk seems to be so easy under
one view of the question and so beset with complications under the other
that 1 cannot rest satisfied without stating to you the conclusions to

which my reflections have brought me.
I do not see that any possible difficulty can arise within the block-

aded region under this solution of the question of trade with Norfolk.
^Vhenever you are blockading the enemy's ports or territory the law oi
blockade controls; whenever you get actual possession and hold by
military occupation the commander of the forces governs under the laws
of war.

If the question is settled beyond the possibility of reconsideration I
beg to be immediately advised, as the people of Norfolk are suffering for
want of the necessaries of life. In any case a speedy determination is

for the same reason exceedingly desirable.
If the question is not an open one, will it not be sufBcient for me to

certify that the shipment, &c., is "required for the purposes of my com-
mand in this military department?"

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

Suffolk, Va., October 30, 1862.
Major-General Dix:

No longer any doubt of Longstreet's arrival at Petersburg with one
division last week. It comes from all quarters and from parties who
have no knowledge of each other. It has just come from two of the
Surry Court-House pickets—deserters. It is only a question as to the
numbers and positions of them. Will shell something at 2 this night

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General,
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Headquaetees Depaetment op Noeth Caeolina,
October 30, 18G2.

ISraj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in-Chief, U, 8. Army, Washington, D. C:

Geneeal: I have the honor to report that 1 am about to start ou an
expedition, for the following purposes

:

Information was sent me from Plymouth by the navy that three regi-

ments had left from the neighborhood of Tlymouth to go down into

Washington and Hyde Counties, for the purposes of foraging and ob-

taining conscripts. These counties form a bag, the mouth of which is

between Washington and Plymouth. If I am not too late (as the in-

formation was forty hours in reaching me) I hope to engage and cap-

ture this force. Should I accomplish that I shall push on for Hamilton,
on the Eoanoke Kiver, and endeavor to take that place. SLould the

forces in the counties above named have escaped I will push on at once

for the same place. I am led to make this attempt from information

(received from the l!favy) tbat two iron-clad gunboats were being con-

structed there, and these, of course, it is essential to destroy.

I shall take the following force, to rendezvous at Washington, N. C.

:

Belgei-'s Ehode Island battery, six pieces; four batteries of the Third

New York Artillery, sixteen pieces ; about 130 of the Third New York
Cavalry, and about 4,000 infantry, made up of detachnients from tlie

regiments under my command, and shall go in command myself.

I learn, and I believe reliably, that Governor Vance, of this State, has

gone to Eichmond, for the purpose of demandiug of the Confederate

Government the return to the State of all the troops from North Caro-

lina, and that as an earnest of his success several regiments have been

already ordered here; so with my force this is my only opportunity to

strike a blow.
The New York papers gave a very accurate statement of the three

regiments from Massachusetts arrived at this post, so of course my
present force is well known to the enemy.

As soon as I return I shall have the honor of reporting my opera-

tions and the results.

I am, general, with great respect, your obedient ser-sant,"' '

J. G. FOSTEE,
Major- Oen era I, Commandiiuj.

United States Flag-steamee Philadelphia,
Hampton Boads, Va., Oetoler 31, 1802.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A., „ ,, tt
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

Geneeal: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-

munication of the 29th instant. .,, , 1

I am gratified by your conclusion to adjust the question of blockade

with the authorities 'at Washington, and very truly regret that you did

not find it profitable to do so sooner.
,, . u- ..

I have always informed yoa of the text of my orders on this subject

from the Secretary of the Navy, to whom I have regularly coramnm-

cated our correspondence.
, . , ^

Havin"- endeavored faithfully to discharge my duty, under very clear

orde-s to maintain the blockade strictly, I have the satisfaction of know-

iu£r that my conduct has been fully approved by the Department in

every case where military permits to trade have been given m violation

'i
fi/p Moc.kade. In this connection I beg leave to inform you tbat m
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reply to my dispatcb, inclosing a copy of yours of the lOtli instant with
a copy of a dispatch of the Secretary of War to yon oi' the IStli instant
respecting trade at Norfolk, the Secretary of the Navy infoims nie that
lie is expecting a comninnication from the Treasury or Wai'.Department
specifying details of a projjosed arrangement for ])eni)its, and until it

is received that he has no new instructions to give in regard to the
blockade.

In reference to the detention of the William Penn the iSl'avy Depart-
ment, under date of the 29th instant, ajiproves my course and instructs

me as follows

:

Until the. blockade is raised or broken or publicly modified it must be enforced in

j;ood faitb by the navy. Fort Monroe is not a ])ort of entry, and clearances are not
to be made from tbat point, wbicli is, like Norfolk, subject to blockade. If the Secre-

tary of War or Treasury liave seized or obtained jiossession of staves or tobacco, or

any other articles wliich belong to the Government, and cither of them have author-
ized such articles to be exported, you will recognize tlieir authorily. lint ])erniits

from any otlicer for general traffic or exports on priv.'itc account are unknown to the
Department intrusted with the blockade and cannot Ije recognized.

In rej>ly to my communication of the 24th instant you suggest, in

substance, that all the steamers in the employ of the army, as shown by
the authentic list you have sent me, should pass the blockade without
stopping even at the outer guard vessel ; tbat Colonel Thomas, chief
quartermaster here, will give certificates to eaeli steamer, which she
shall retain while so employed, and when she is discharged Colonel
Thomas' certificate will be taken from the captain, and you will imme-
diately notify me, that she may be erased from the list you have sent;
and if any new steamer is chartered you will give me like immediate
notice, that she may be added to the list ; and that all steamers not on
the official list will be directed to stop at the outer guard vessel and
show their certificates.

I cheerfully accept this proposition, and shall submit our correspond-
ence on the subject and my action in relation thereto for the consid-
eration and decision of the Navy Department.

In respect to the Metamora I l)eg leave to say that as soon as you iu-

foraied me she was in your personal service the gunboat on guard duty
was promptly instructed on the subject. Had the gunboat on blockade,
while ignorant of the fact that you were on board the Metamora, stop-
lied her, I am sure you would, on reflection, not have felt offended, as
military men do not take offense at the proper challenge of a sentinel.
Yesterday 1 was not allowed to go on the ramparts of Fort Monroe,
though 1 was in uniform and had made myself known, without a permit
from one of your oflicers, and then I was, and very properly, I believe,
challenged by a sentinel and stopped until I exhibited my pass. I sawm this only military propriety and felt no infraction of dignity was in-
tended.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, vours,
S. P"; LEE,

Acfg. Kear-A(hmral, Gomdg. N. Atlantic liloclcading Bquadron.

Headquaetees District of North Carolina,

^r r. ^ ., ^ lialeiyh, Ifovemher 1, 1802.
Ma). Gen. J. G. Foster, U. S. A.,

Comdfj. JJepartment of North Carolina, New Berne, N. C.

:

General : Your letters of the 24th and 28th ultimo are received 1
" appreciate the many difficulties in the way of finding, identifying, and
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collecting individuals scattered " witliin your lines and your promptness
iu sendinfi them when found.

I respectfully request that"*ereafter all communications by flag of

truce will be by laud as heretofore, as I shall feel constrained to decline

receiving flags of truce by boats sent up the river.

I inclose herewith a letter to the Hon. Edward Stanly and two others,

which I would thank you to forward.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. MAETIN,
Brigadier- Oeneral.

Fort Monkoe, November 3, 1862.

Hon. E. M. Stanton:
I have just learned that Major-General Wool lias gone to Accomack

County with a large force. Two companies of Wilkins' regiinent of

Maryland Home Guards refused to land at Puiigoteague on Wednes-
day last. 1 sent over my gunboat on a call Ironi General Lockwood,

but before it arrived the malcontents had returned to their duty. Tlie

regiment was raised expressly to serve in Maryland; hence the discon-

tent, which was, however, very brief.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Hdqks. Dept. of Vieginia, SEVENTn AiiMY Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., November 3, 18U2.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron :

Admiraj.: I believe I have never urged on you any matter a com-

pliance with which would have been a violation of your instiuctions

from the Navy Department. It is only in cases which 1 considered

within your discretion that I have ventured to press on you my own

views. They are now in possession of the Government and, I have no

doubt, will be satisfactorily disposed of.

The permits given by me, which the Secretary of the Navy in Ins

letter to you on the 29th ultimo says "cannot be recognized," were m
accordance, in some instances, with a special authority from tbe Secre-

tary of the Treasury, and in others with a general authority emanating

from the same Department. I shall of course give no more until this

conflict of opinion and action is reconciled.

In rejrard to the occurrence alluded to in your letter of the 31st ultimo

within the fort, it is proper to state that there is a permanent rule,

adopted long ago, that no officer can go upon the ramparts without the

permission of the officer of the day, unless he is accompanied by the

commanding general or one of his stafl'. The rule is applicable to all

officers, whether belonging to the garrison or not, or whether ot tlie

Army or Navy. The case would be precisely similar if I had gone on

board of one of your vessels without announcing myself.

But in the case of the harbor I respectfully suggest i:hat it is entirely

different. I have from the beginning objected to the blockade ot this

fort by a gunboat stationed under its guns as entirely unprecedented

unnecessary, and in disregard of the comity and friendly ui.« erstandmg

which iiould exist between your service and mine, and which I am most

anxious to preserve.

39 R E—VOL xyiii
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Kiiowiii<2- your iustriictious, wlieu I found the Metaiiiora wanted for

another |>iii[)o.se. and whcu f decided to go to Washington in the City

of Hudson, the Norfolk mail-boat, I sent on board the Wyandotte to

advise the connnauder tliat I shouhl pass in the last-named steamer,

and that 1 was in haste to obey a summons from the Secretary of War.
While objecting to tlie arrangement in my communications with you, I

have nevertheless been cart^ful not to act in contravention of it; and I

now repeat, and ajijieal to your courtesy in making the request, that

the Wyandotte may be stationed above the Baltimore Wharf, and that

this fortress, tlie headquarters of the department, may be relieved from

a system of.^'isitiltion to which it was never before subjected. I should

not make the request if I did not feel a perfect assurance that every

public object in view could be as effectually accomplished, and that it

is a matter entirely in your own discretion.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-Oeneral.

United States Flag-steamee Philadelphia,
Hampton Boa(is, Va., November 4, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two
communications of yesterday.
The witnesses on board the Wyandotte, in the case of Private Gill,

ha\e been directed to obey the summons of the judge-advocate.
(Jonsidering your recjuest for the removal of the Wyandotte as a. vir-

tual proi)osition to raise the blockade of these waters in violation of my
instructions from the Navy Department, J have respectfully to inform
you that 1 have referred your application to that Department for in-

structions.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdy. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Teeasuey Depaetment,
November 6, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, Fort Monroe

:

General: I have read your letter of the 27th [.'10th] ultimo, and the
subject has been again considered by the Presitleiit and the Cabinet.
I am myself strongly inclined to adoj)t your views in regard to military
occupation, but would not the certificate now required, or one in sub
stance the same, be equally necessary in case that Norfolk, Princess
Anne, &c., were regarded not as blockaded but as militarily occupied ?

At any rate for the present it is not decided to change the existing regu-
lation. The subject is reserved for further consideration. The certifi-

cate and request mentioned in my letter will still be required as condi-
tions for the clearances. I see no special objection, however, to sub-
stituting for the words "military purposes" the words "for the purpose
of my military command," as suggested by you, in conversation, though
1 jirefer the former phrase, which I regard as equivalent in meaning.
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I prefer it simply because those words Lave Litberto been used in the
cerriticates I'roui the War Departoieut.
With the very highest respect and esteem, I remaiu, dear general,

truly, yours,

S. P. CHASE.

Hdqes. Deft, of Vieginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, November 7, 18C2.

Hon. Salmon P. Chase, Secretary of the Treasury

:

Your letter of the Gth is just received. The Secretary of War has di-

rected me to give no permits at present to take anything to or from Nor-
folk. Those I gave jjrevionsly under your instructions have been dis-

honored by Admiral Lee, under instructions from the Secretary of the
Navy. The Government owes it to me, to itself, and to the people of
Norfolk, who are starving with hunger and cold, to do something. I

am willing to give any certificate which will insure these people lood,

fuel, and clothing. The loyal -portion of the people of Norfolk and the
Government employes not in the army are all suffering. Even the
oflicers, who do not draw rations, are paying enormous prices for all the
necessaries of life.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

War Department,
Washington City, J). C, November 8, 186li.

Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy

:

Sir: Will you have the goodness to inform me whether instructions

have been given to Admiral Lee to pass staves and other products from

Sufiolk and Norfolk, on the permit of Major-General Dix, to go North

for the purchase of supplies?

The accompanying telegram from General Dix is the occasion for the

inquiry.
Yours, truly,

EDWIN" M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

[lucloBnre.]

Fort Monroe, November 8, 1862.

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War :

Am I authorized to permit the people of Norfolk and Suffolk to send

North staves and other products to pay for supplies, and has the Sec-

retary of the Navy instructed Admiral Lee to pass them ?
^ ^ JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Hdqes. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, 7a., November 8, 1802.

Mai. Gen. J. G. Foster,
Commanding Department of North Carolma :

General : When in Washington last week I was told by Major-Gen-

eral Halleck that re-enforcements had been sent to you and that you

might perhaps move on Goldsborough or some point farther north,
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possibly Wcldou, and cut the railroad connection between Eichmond
and the Southeastern Atlantic States. To reach Weldon you would"
have a long march, unless you ascend the Tar or Eoanoke Elvers under
the cover of gunboats ; but I suppose in either case troops might be
drawn from Petersburg or its vicinity to oppose you. I think it would
be in my power to defeat such a purpose by making a strong demon-
stration of an attack on some point between Weldon and Petersburg.

The enemy has a considerable force, which I can at least hold in check
and neutralize on the Blackwater, near which it is embodied. If you
have any movement in contemplation it will afford me great pleasure

to co-operate with you, and it may be in my power to do so more effect-

ually than I have above suggested.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Navy Department,
November 9, 18G2.

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War :

Sir: In reply to your inquiry of the 8tli instant I have the honor to

inform you that this Department has issued no instrnctious to Acting
Eear-Admiral Lee to allow exports from Suffolk or Norfolk or any
other place within the limits of the blockade confided to him.
He is not authorized to recognize permits of any one but the Secre-

tary of the Treasurj' and Secretary of War. I am not aware that the
blockade enforced by the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron has in

any respect been modified except by the President's proclamation open-
ing the port of Beaufort.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Washington, November 12, 18G2.
Maj. Gen. John A. Dix:
By direction of the Secretary of War I send the following orders of

the President

:

Executive Mansion,
Washington, November 12, 186d.

Ordered, first, that clearances issued by the Treasury Department for vessels or
merchandise bound for the port of Norfolk, for the military neceSxSi ies of the depart-
ment, certilied by the military commandant at Fort Monroe, shall bo allowed to enter
said port

;
second, that vessels and domestic produce from Norlblk, permitted by the

military commandant at Fort Monroe for the military purposes of his command, shall
on his permit be allowed to pass from said port to its destination to any port not
blockaded by the United States.

A. LINCOLN.

JOHN TUCKER,
Assistant Secretary of War.

Wae Department,
Washington City, November 13, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Commanding, Fort Monroe, Va. :

General: In view of the numerous applications made to this De-
partment for permits to trade with Norfolk, Portsmouth, and Suffolk,
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and the large aggregate amount of goods embraced in the schedules
(almost if not quite enough to supply Eichmond as well as Norfolk and
its neighborhood), the Secretary of War deems it proper to suggest that
in acting upon applications for licenses to ship goods to those places
care should be taken to scale them down so as to limit the supplies im-
ported to the actual necessities of the inhabitants. Unless this be done
the places named will again become depots of supplies for the rebels at
Eichmond. An estimate of the population of Norfolk, Portsmouth, and
Suffolk, counting four children or negroes as the equivalent of one
adnlt citizen, will enable you readily to determine approximately, by
the application of the army ration and clothing tables, the quantities of
articles required by the inhabitants to supply their necessities.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. H. WATSON,
Assistant Secretary of War.

United States Steamek Hetzel,
Off New Berne, N. C, November 13, 1862.

Maj. Cren. J. G. Fostbe, U. S. A.,
Commanding Department of North Carolina :

Geneeal : I respectfully beg leave to offer for your consideration
the following copy of a dispatch, dated November 4 instant, and re-

ceived this day from Acting Eear-Admiral Lee, viz

:

I have official information that the rebel gnnboat No. 290 is on the coast. She may
have consorts. Notify the vessels nnder my command in the Sounds of this and
promptly give the intelligence to Greneral Foster.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. DAVENPOET,
Commtmder and Senior Officer in Sounds of North Carolina.

Suffolk, November 14, 1862.

Major-Gteneral Dix, Fort Monroe :

I am surprised that General Foster did not advise you of his opera-

tions, as we could at that time have threatened about the Blackwater.

His movement wiU cause some concentration of troops, which may per-

haps extend to the Blackwater region.

A Georgia deserter, who left the company near Surry Court-House

last night, says Longstreefs troops are coming to Suffolk. His lieu-

tenant said that he saw 16,000 of them, and that they were barefooted

and very destitute of clothing.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-Oeneral.

Sttpfolk, Va., November 14, 1862.

Major-General Drx:

With your approval wUl have 4,000 infantry, 1,000 cavalry, and bat-

tery of artillery 4 miles above Franklin before dawn of Tuesday. Pro-

pose to cross cavahy and about 1,500 infantry, with one rifled cannon

and two mountain howitzers, under Spear and Foster. Wish to clear

all the neck to Nottoway if possible, and reach Jerusalem with cavalry.
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This will have much eifect on pending operations about Weldon and
Petersburg. Cau you not give me Jourdan's reginient ? Shall send
"V\'essells in command. If weather should be unfavorable will delay.
Getting boats ready for a bridge.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Kdqes. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., November 15, 1862.

P. H. Watson, Esq.,

Assistant Secretary of War :

I have just received your communicatiou of the 13th instant.

Please say to the Secretary of War that his wishes have been in every
particular anticipated

:

1st. I had an estimate made two weeks ago of the principal articles

needed ior the population within our lines at Norfolk and vicinity. I

am reducing it to greater precision by an actual enumeration of the in-

habitants, considerably diminished in number by the war since the last

census.

2d. I have opened a set of books in which are to be entered, under their

pro])er heads, each article and the quantity of each article for which per-

mits are granted and also the quantities actually received, so that the-

footings of each day will exhibit the aggregate of both.
No eltbrt will be spared to i)revent abuse.

I am, very respectfullv, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

War Department,
Washington City, November 16, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Commandincf, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

General : A letter was addressed to you by this Department, under
date of the 13th instant, in relation to permits to trade with Norfolk,
I'orrsmouth, and Suflblk. The Secretary of War directs me to inform
you that as the action of which you will be duly advised Is contemplated
ihere will.be no necessity for compliance on your part with the sugges-
tions contained in the communication above referred tO.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. H. WATSON,
Assistant Secretary of War.

Fort Monroe, November 15, 1862.
Major-General Pece:

I approve of your plan. If you cross only 1,500 cavalry they must be
free from all mcnmbrances, so as to move rapidly, and you should have
the residue of your force ready to move to their support if assailed by
superior numbers. Try to make the officers and men feel that they are
equal to double their numbers, as I believe they are.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.
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Fort Moneoe, November 15, 18G2.

Major-General Peck, Suffollc:

I approve entirely of your movements on the Blackwater. These lit-

tle successes encourage our men and habituate them to the fire of the

enemy. The weather is fine. Keep a portion of your troops in motion,
but let them be careful and not be surprised. The immense number of

croes-roads require the utmost vigilance. Finish the railroad bridge as

soon as possible.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oeneral.

November 16, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, Fort Monroe :

A few days since I telegraphed that Longstreet's troops had passed

Petersburg, some 15,000. A deserter from Surry Oourt-Housc learned

this from one of his ofQcers, who had been to the city. A special dis-

patch from Washington to Philadelphia Inquirer on the 14th confirms

the report by news from Culpeper. Foster's operations do not appear to

have been entirely successful. They can concentrate so rapidly the

chances are in their favor.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Department of Virginia,

Fort Monroe, Va., November 17, 1862.

His Excellency Abraham Lincoln,
President of the United States

:

Sir : I feel a strong sympathy in behalf of the people of the Eastern

Shore of Virginia—Accomack and Northampton Counties. When I sent

an armed force against them, giving them assurances of protection and

promising them the enjoyment of all the rights of loyal citizens, tliey

laid down their arms. They have at no time since been in rebellion

against the United States ; on the contrary, they have united themselves

to Western Virginia; they have had two elections, and they have sent

strong Union men to the Legislature and Congress. In all thiiigs they

have fulfilled the conditions on which I pledged to them equality in

rights and privile^ges with the people of the loyal States. When you

issued your proclamation in July last, designating the States and parts

of States that were to be deemed loyal and omitting these two counties,

I thought to write to vou begging that they should be added to the

number thns designated. I write now to make the request in order

that they may be relieved from the penalties of disloyalty, and that the

taint of disaflection mav not rest upon a community in which no such

feeling exists excepting in individual cases which may iintoitunately

be found everywhere.
^ They are entitled to exemption by their loyal

conduct during the last year, and the eflect of sucli a declaration from

von at this time could not fail to have a beneficial eftect in other quar-

ters. But it is chiefly as an act of justice to them that I nrge it and I

am sure you will appreciate the earnestness witli winch 1 press it when

vou consider the relation in which 1 stand to them.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient .ser^int,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.
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Hdqks. Dept. op Virginia, Seventu Army Corps,
Fort Monf-oe, Va., November 17, 1862.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief

:

General : I returu herewith the letter of the Secretary of the Treas-

ury of the 16th ultimo, with a copy of a letter from Maj. E. W. Sheuk,

One hundred and thirty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, of the 15th,

which I received yesterday.* Major Shenk charges that the " flag-of-

truce boats are now and have heretofore been to great extent used, in

addition to their lawful mission, to pass contraband goods and other

articles through the lines at Aiken's Landing on James River." He
states two grounds for his charge : First, that a trunk containing cloths,

&c., was placed by accident on board of the boat under his command

;

and, second, that he was approached by a certain Col. Blanton Duncan,

of Kentucky, to enter into an arrangement to pass goods, &c. On these

grounds hearings a general accusation against the officers in charge of

flag-of-truce boats, accusing not only them but the authorities here with

want of " ordinary watchfulness." Why did he not report these facts

to me on his return from Aiken's Landing that I might institute proper

inquiries to detect and punish the frauds and the neglect which he
charges upon officers here ! Why send his charges to the Secretary of

the Treasury, who could at best only refer them tome for examination and
report. Major Shenk was not placed in charge of a flag-of-truce boat

by my order. He came here from Washington. It is probable that the

trunk to which he refers was put on board his boat there, and that no
one was in fault but himself; but he was placed under my control, and
it was his duty to have reported to me on his return from Aiken's Land-
ing, the more so as he was detained here by me and sent several times

up the James River. He not only neglected his duty but brought a

totally unfounded accusation, as I believe, against others.

1 venture to say that flags of truce have never been used with a more
careful regard to their sacred character than at this post. I have
always selected the most discreet and vigilant officers and placed them
under the most rigid instructions. So careful have I been not to violate

them that I refused permission to one of the principal officers at this

post to send some mourning garments to a little girl, his niece, in Rich-
mond, that she might notice in the customary mode the death of a near
relative. Passengers have only been allowed to take their wearing ap-
parel, except in a single instance, in which a French lady of advanced
age had permission to take some claret for her own use. Confederate
prisoners have not been permitted to take anything with them but their
ordinary baggage, and articles in their possession not coming within
this restriction have been uniformly taken from them. The only in-

stance in which I have allowed anything to be sent to Aiken's Land-
ing was for Mr. Aiken himself. He had been very kind to our sick
officers and men, and I allowed him to purchase in Baltimore four boxes
of tin to repair his roof, 1,000 cigars, and a dozen pocket handkerchiefs,
all for his own use. I have been thus particular because Major Shenk,
who ai)pears to have had more zeal than discretion or just conception
of his own duty, has been guilty of a breach of trust in failing to report
to me the facts stated in his letter, and has done a great injustice to the
officers in charge of flag-of-truce boats by bringing accusations against
them implying either fraud or gross negligence.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

'Seep. 429.
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Headquaetees Depaetment of Noeth Caeolina,
TIT • ^ ^ ^^ „ ^^^ Berne, November 18, 1862.
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, '

General-in-Chief U. S. Army, Washington, B. G.

:

Geneeal
: Referring to my report of recent reconnaissauce, I have

the honor to make the following statements

:

A''® ^Srx™!
^^"^^ ""^^ increased their force and their activity in this

btate. We have engaged at different times in one way and another
seven old regiments, viz, the Eighth, Tenth, Seventeenth, Twenty-sixth,
Thirty-first Fifty -first, and Fifty-ninth; and I am informed by wliat I
consider reliable authority that Governor Vance has had a difficulty or
quarrel with President Davis as regards conscripts, the consequence of
which is that the Governor is raising or has raised two brigades of con-
scripts withm assisting distance of Goldsborough. Their artillery force
1 think to be inferior to mine as yet. There were at Tarborough sixteen
pieces, and I found threatening this town on my return ten other pieces.
These, with the supporting force, retired on my return. And in the
same connection I would state that I heard near Tarborough of the
appointment of General Longstreet to the command of this department.
This report has since been confirmed, both here and in the Eichraond
papers. In addition, Governor Vance in person was with the forces
at Tarborough.

1 would respectfully remark that the above simple statements prove
the reliability of my opening paragraph, and, in addition, show the de-
termination of the enemy to withstand my advances in their rich coun-
try of the eastern counties, and also, if possible, to diuiiuish my hold ou
that section. On the other hand the weakening influences of the i)ast
malarious season has so weakened the strength of my old regiments
that for hard, active service I have scarcely available one-half their
nominal strength at the moment. The new regiments (nine-months'
men) arrived here, viz, the Third, Fifth, Forty-third, Forty-fourth,
Forty-fifth, and Forty-sixth Massachusetts, are good troops but are
new, and some never have had their arms, and I should wish some drill

before trusting them in a fight.

Admiral Lee has been here, and with him I have had a full and free
talk, and am happy to say that he fully coincides with me in my views
as to co-operation and as to force required.

Eeferring to the above simple statements I would most respectfully

suggest that if possible I should be allowed at once 10,000 old troops in

addition to the few new troops ordered here, and would express my
hopes and wishes that those old troops should be the men of the, Ninth
Army Corps, with whom I have been associated, and of which corps I

was the senior ofBcer under General Burnside.
The sooner I have the force the sooner I wOl endeavor to perform my

plans, and, I think, the views of Government, viz, the cutting of the rail-

road (Weldon and Wilmington) and the taking of Wilmington and the

works at New Inlet and the mouth of the Cape Fear Eiver.

I most respectfully request, in addition to the ofScer recommended
for promotion to brigadier- general, that three regular brigadier-generals

be sent me, and as a matter of choice I would suggest General Gillmore,

and if none be available now appointed, call your attention to Oaptains

Prime, Morton, and Oasey, of the Engineer Corps, and Lieutenant-

Colonel Biggs or Capt. D. W. Flagler, Ordnance Corps, as most accept-

able to ine.
"

I would also ask an engineer officer, of which I have none,

and an ordnance officer. I have received from General Dix a letter as
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to his co-operation with me in any attempt to cut the railroad comnm-
nications, and would say that such co-operation would be most desirable,

as proved at Tarborougfh, where the re-enforcements came even from

Petersburg. I can act and he assist if the line be cut south of "Weldon,

and he act and I assist if at Weldon, which point he can reach more

easilv than I.

I liave the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient serv-

ant,
'

J. G. FOSTER,
Major-General^ Commanding.

Suffolk, Va., November 18, 1862.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe :

In consequence of our several repeated attacks upon Franklin, Zuni,

&c., the rebel authorities have been led to the belief that my force is

large and that I have designs upon their communications. My belief

is that they are bringing back all the forces taken away.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major- General.

Suffolk, November 18, 1862.

General Dix

:

You will see that the Pvichmond i)apers of October 29, aiid since, are

calling attention to movements on Weldon from Suffolk.

They also give it out that they are driven out of Franklin after a

severe fight. See Petersburg Express 27th, in Philadelphia Inquirer

of 17th.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major- Geaneral.

Washington, D. Q,.,November 18, 1862.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe :

Please give me your best opinion as to the number of the enemy now
at Richmond and also at. Petersburg.

A. LINCOLN.

FoET MoNEOE, November 18, 1862—2 p. m.

His Excellency the Peesident :

My only reliable information in regard to the enemy's forces in Rich-
mond and vicinity of Petersburg comes from a man who has not been
here for four weeks. It was then 11,000 on and near the Blackwater,
north of Franklin or Carrsville; at Petersburg, 700; at Richmond, 7,000;
between the James and Cliickahominy, 7,000 ; and near White House,
1,500; total, 27,200. This is my latest information. The forces at dif-

ferent ])oints frequently vary, and I place little reliance on reports
brought to me by deserters, stragglers, and negroes.

I sent 4,000 men to the Blackwater yesterday, intending to cross.
While writing tliis dispatch information is sent to me by Maior-General
Peck, from Suliblk, that the ex[)edition found the enemy re-enforced in
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artillery and infantry at Franklin (Carrsville on the maps) and the fords
blocked. A sharp skirmish was going on across the river, which is very
narrow higher up. The enemy is on this side of the Blackwater, and
our pickets are engaged almost every night. The moment I can get
any reliable information as to the force in Richmond and Petersburg I
will forward it. I have reason to believe that the force specified in tbe
district embraced in the enumeration at tbe beginning of this dispatch
is reduced rather than increased. In twelve hours it can be concentrated
either at Richmond or Petersburg.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General, Commanding.

Fort Monroe, Va., November 18, 1862.

General H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief :

I have jnst received the following dispatch from Major-General Peck,
at Suffolk, viz

:

A communication has just been received by the surgeon of the One hundred and
thirty-second New York, from headquarters Banks' expedition, medical director, order-

ing immediately certain reports about officers, ambulances, &c. It came direct. I

ask for explanation and for instructions. We need more troops here, and can hardly
afford to lose this regiment.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- Geneial.

Independently of the impropriety of asking information from my sub-

ordinates, except through me, I must request that this regiment may
not be taken from me. Indeed, General Oasey has only sent me three

of the four regiments he was ordered to send. I have sent 4,000 men to

the Blackwater to-day, with a view to cross. Our vessels have been
fired on almost every night for a week. At Gloucester yesterday we
lost 6 men in killed and wounded and 3 taken prisoners. We captured

3 and did about the same damage to the enemy.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General, Commanding.

Washington, November 19, 18G2.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix:

No orders have been given to my knowledge for any part of your com-

mand to report to Major-General Banks.
H. W. HALLECK,

General-in- Chief.

November 19, 1862.

Major-General Dtx, Fort Monroe

:

Wessells remained all night at Beaver Dam Church, a short distance

from Franklin, and moved at dawn.

The rebels were telegraphing over the country with various colored

lights until long after midnight.
_^^^ ^ ^^^^^

Major-General.



460 NOEtH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [CJhap. xXX.

Suffolk, November 19, 1862.

Major-General Dix:

The cars were running from Petersburg to Zuui all last night, and it

is presumed with atlditions of force. This information has just come in,

and I doubt not accounts for the signals. Probably intending to strike

here in the absence of one-half of my force, or strike WesseUs in the

flank. Colonel Dodge is going out toward Zuni to watch any move-

°'*^°*'-
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-OeTteral.

Suffolk;, November 19, 1862.

Major-General Dix:

A courier is iust in from the commander of Winfleld, N. C, and

of the gunboat there; states 200 rebel infantry crossed Chowan and are

threatening the region. Lieutenant Etheridge is near the gunboat with

his party and has destroyed their boats. They attacked the camp last

night.

Wessells is in with his force.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

Suffolk, November 19, 1862.

Major-General Dix:

The Weldon road is now in complete order to the Nottoway, 5J miles

from Franklin. I have positive information that they are building the

bridge across that river.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Hdqes. Deft, of Vieginia, Seyenth Aemy Coeps,
Fort Monroe, Va., November 19, 1862.

M;)j. Gen. H. W. Haileck,
General-in-Chief

:

Gkneral : I have the honor to inclose six telegraphic dispatches from
Maioi-(icueral Peck.*

1 wiote to General Foster soon after I saw you in Washington, oifer-

iii;; to co-operate with him, and promising at least a demonstration on
tlic, Ulackwater which might produce a diversion in his favor. I have
]:ii(l no answer from him and have acted on the presumption that my
lei ter never reached him, although in sending expeditions to the Black-
water I have been influenced also by the desire to accustom my troops

to marching, bivouacking, &c., and to the fire of the enemy.
I inclose a map of the district between Suffolk and the Blackwater,

on which the roads are carefully drawn.t
Will you please let the President see the accompanying telegraphic

dispatches, which may throw a little light on my dispatch to him yes-

terday 1

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

* Probably tliose of 18th and 19th, i>p. 4r,8-4()0. tNot found.
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Headquaetbks Department of Vikginia,
November 22, 1862.

Hon. E. M. Stanton:

Sir : I have received your order appointiug Dr. Le Grand Eussell
" special commissioner to take charge of the colored refagees from the
enemy at Fortress Monroe and its vicinity," and shall do all in my power
to aid him in the proper discharge of his duties.
The peculiar phraseology of the order suggests the propriety of stat-

ing that all the negroes here are not refugees from the enemy.' On the
contrary, there are a number who are fugitives from the' service of
Union men, -who have been persecuted by the secessionists for their
fidelity to the Government of the United States, and a few who belong
to persons residing in districts which have never been in possession of
the insurgents. Some Union families in this neighborhood have lost
all their negroes, whom I have, in obedience to the act of Congress,
refused to give up. It wiU be troublesome to separate one class iVoui

the other, and assuming that the order was not intended to malu- any
distinction, 1 shall, unless otherwise directed, put Dr. Eussell in i;!iarge

of both.
I avail myself of the opportunity of stating that under your an-

thority I opened negotiations with the Governors of tho otatos of
Maine, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island, with a view to provide a tem-
porary asylum for the contrabands here until the Government could
make some permanent provision for them. The pro]nisition was re-

ceived with such marked disfavor by Governor Andrew, of iMassacliu-

setts, that I decided, notwithstanding a very kind and prompt resi)on.se

from Governor Sprague, of Rhode Island, to retain them here and make
suitable provision for them for the winter. Accordingly I withdrew
the sick from the hospital at Newport News and sent over a thousand
of the colored fugitives there. But the very day they were removed
from their encampment, where they were dying rapidly, I was advised
that the Irish Legion, under General Corcoran, would arrive on the

following day. Their tents had been so injured in New York by a

storm on the eve of their departure that they were obliged to be put

under cover, and, having no place for them but Newport News, I was
compelled to remove the colored people again. They were sent to Cra-

ney Island, and the quartermaster is, under my instructions, erecting

barracks for them. They will all be covered in the course of the coming
week.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

FOET MONEOE, Va., November 23, 1862.

Major-General Halleok,
Oeneral-in- Chief:

A reconnaissance was made from Williamsburg yesterday toward the

Chickahominy. Killed 2 and captured 6 of the enemy and took 11

horses. No loss on our side.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General,
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Headquarters Department of Virginia,
Fort Monroe, Va., Novemher 24, 1862.

His Excellency Abraham Lincoln,
President of the United States :

Siu: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 20th instant*

in regard to the counties of Accomack and Northampton, or what is

usually called the Eastern Shore of Virginia, and am gratified to leara

from you that there is no objection to a recognition of their loyal condi-

tion. The reasons which make them so anxious on the subject are two

:

1st. An unwillingness to be classed with the insurrectionary districts,

considering it a stain upon their character and unjust to them, as they

have given repeated evidences of their loyalty ;
and

2d. A desire to be exempt, as they claim they are entitled to be, Irom

the penalty of 50 per cent, in addition to the taxes to be raised to sup-

port the Government, &c. This penalty is imposed by the concluding

clause of section 1 of the act of June 7, 1862, chapter 98, of the laws ot

1862. This is a " practical difficulty " from which they ask to be relieved.

They are perfectly willing to pay their share of the taxes like other

loval districts.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Fort Monroe, Va., November 24, 1862.

Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief:

I have just received the following dispatch from General Naglee, at

Yorktown

:

My salt expedition to Matthews County has been a perfect success. Dsstxoyed

seventy-three large cast-iron boiling vessels of nine establishments and over one

thousand bushels of salt. We are indebted to Capt. Foxhall Parker, commanding the

naval branch of the expedition, for very effective service.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Fort Monroe, November 24, 1862.

Major-General Halleok, General-in-Chief:

I send you by this evening's boat, via Baltimore, Mr. Bernard, who
is just from General G. W. Smith's office in Richmond. He has very
valuable information. He is from Utica. He confirms my statement
of 2l8t October as to the number of troops in the district, including the
Blackwater, Petersburg, Eichmond, and south toward the Chicka-
hominy, about 27,000, though the distribution is not the same.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

United States Steamer Shawsheen,
Off Winfield, N. C, November 24, 1862.

Lieut. C. W. Flusser, Commanding, Albemarle Sound:

Sir : As there are many reports in circulation which appear to be re-

liable, some of them at least, I deem it my duty to inform you of them.
Part of Small's men are still on this side lurking about ; Hill's com-

* Not found.
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piiny is reported to be in Gates County and a portion of the Nanse-
nioud (Javalry there, as two companies of i)aroled Eoanoke prisoners that
have been exchanged, now organized, and before crossing the lines intend
to co-operate with the forces that have crossed the river and make an
attack on this place and also to clean the counties of all the produce
that they can get hold of and convey it across the river. The principal
part of the citizens are very much enraged at those people coming across
here committing such acts as they have since coming over.

Longstreet's force of 45,000 men is reported at Weldon. It is to be
lamented that we have not taken that important jjlace before this.

I saw and read a letter written in Ealeigh by one of the convention
men, wherein he says if Weldon falls into our i)08session that Virginia
will have to come into the Union and North Carolina with her. He
says their only hope is in the Conservative Democratic party North, but
adds that there is little hope from them, as they are anxious for prose-

cuting the war, and it is so long before they come into power that death
and starvation stare the Confederate Army in the face. .He says their

troops are in a deplorable condition, neither shoes, clothing, nor tents.

He says he converses with the best men in the Confederacy from the

President down. He says they called a convention of the State Council,

which consists of seven members, and only three of them met; they

waited three days and no other members met. He adds that this is the

first time since the world was made that such a convention was called

and not responded to.

To-day I was down across the river and met one of four men who cad

control the Legislature, and he says remove the bayonets from North
Carolina and there would be a Noah's deluge for the State to come into

the Union. I will not mention his name, but you can depend upon this.

There is a move on the tapis now of vital importance to the State

which would develop itself on the fall of Weldon, for which they are all

anxious to see. This man's assertion is substantiated by other good

authority and may be depended upon. If you think this worth noticing

I hope you wiy make it known to the proper authorities, and if there

is going to be anything done in this direction it should be done imme-

diately, as much dependence is placed on the support received from

these counties, and a small force would defeat their movements in this

quarter. I hope, as many others do, that something will be done; most

all are wiUiug to take the oath.

I went down the river yesterday (Sunday) and captured eleven boxes

of tobacco, which are very valuable. To-day we captured a fine mule

and cart that was in waiting to convey some goods, no doubt, into the

country. Have destroyed all the boats on the opposite side of the river

;

they seem perfectly willing to destroy them. The difference in leehng

toward our cause now and what it was two months ago is very apparent.

I was down to the mouth of Chowan to-day. I have one more trip to

make down that way to-morrow or next day.

I have twelve tons of coal yet on hand.

One of Small's men was killed in the attack the first night by a shell.

The pickets were fired on the next night after the Lockwood left, but

we did not fire any from the boat, but embarked all but a guard. Our

men are all in pretty good health.

I will send this by a smaU boat furnished by Lieutenant Ethendge.

I do not think of anything more of importance. Bemember me to all

friends.
, ,. ^

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
•^

'-

THOS. J. WOODWAED,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.
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Suffolk, Novemher 25, 18G1'.

Gc;uaa,l Dix:

1 have :i deserter from one of Wise's regiments at Drewrj 's Blufi". He
sciys Wise's brigade has orders to come over to the Petersburg rcnul in

case of our advance. This man was carried to Ivor and escai)ed again.

A six gun battery and one regiment of infantry came there from Peters-

burg last week. They told him that 15,000 were at Weldon, and that

we had 25,000 here.

I hope for a dash soon. The river is high and a bridge is necessary;

am making one.
JOHN J. PEGK,

Major-General.

Hdqes. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., November 20, 1862.

Brig. Gen. M. CORCORAN,
Commanding, 'Newport News :

General : A complaint has been made to me that the colored people

who are to go to Craney Island have been forced to remain all night

on the wharf without shelter and without food; that one has died, and

that others are suffering with disease, and that your men have turned

them out of their houses, which they have built themselves, and have

robbed some of them of their money and personal effects. You will

inquire promptly into these complaints a,nd redress the wrongs which
have been committed, if they are truly represented to me. You will

also see that the means are provided for burying the dead, and that

these people are furnished with food by the commissary until they can

be sent from Newport News. A boat will be sent as soon as possible.

These people are in our care and we are bound by every principle of

humanity to treat them with kindness and protect them from exposure
and injury in their persons and property.

Kespectfullv, yours, ,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-Oeneral.

Suffolk, Va., November 26, 1862.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe :

Have organized an attack upon Ivor with at least 5,000. The move
would have been this day save rain and mud. Our reconnaissances
show that every bridge is down and all the fords are blocked by slash-

ing the approaches. We will have much to cut away on both sides.

The Banks command in your waters is calling the attention of the
Government [enemy*?] to the Suffolk line, and they may re-enforce.

Have you any data 1

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

FoET Monroe, November 26, 1802.
Major-General Peck:
My last advices from Eichmond, very recent, are that they have no

fears of an advance on the Suffolk line, but are fortifying slowly from
Petersburg to Eichmond.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General,
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T-r . ^ ,
FoET MoNEOE, November 27, 1862.

Major-General Peck: '

I have just received a letter from General Foster, at New Berne say-

-^? ^ ^^^ ^^'^ ^^ co-operatiou in an important movement about theoth ot December. Has your expedition gone? A week ago GeneralFrench was at Petersburg with 4,000 men. I have nothing later.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

,, . ^ , ^ Suffolk, Koremher 27, 1802.
Major-General Dix:

Mud and water have delayed our move. The enemy are siffnalinc be-
tween here and the Blackwater.

JOHN J. PECK.

Fort Monroe, November 27, 1SG2.
Major-General Peck:

Perhaps it would be as well to wait till I hear from General Foster.
In that case I will send an officer to him to-morrow. What do you
think ?

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Hdqes. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., November 27, 1862.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster,
Commanding Department of North Carolina :

General: I only received this evening your letter of the 14th in-

stant. It is now too late for me to meet you, but if you will send by
Lieutenant Mabie, who will take this dispatch to you, any communica-
tion which will indicate your wishes I will endeavor to meet them. I
have not a large force at Suffolk, but sufficient to make a diversion on
the Blackwater. The enemy are now turning their attention to the
Suffolk route to Petersburg. They have recently put the railroad from
the latter city to the Blackwater in order, but I have changed the
gauge on this side so that they cannot use it. They are repairing the
bridge on the Seaboard Railroad over the Nottoway so that they can
re-enforce on the Blackwater from Weldon. I can attack at Franklin,
where the Seaboard Eailroad reaches the Blackwater (Carrsville on
the maps), or at Zuni, where the Petersburg Eailroad strikes the same
river ; or if I can aid you by a different movement let me know and I

will do all in my power.
I had an expedition organized under Major-General Peck to move on

Zuni to-morrow with 5,000 men, but since the receipt of yours have
countermanded it in order to make the time suit you.

I am, respectfully and truly, yours,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

30 E E—VOL XVIII
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Headqtjaetees Department of North Carolina,
Petersburg, Va., Novemher 27, 1862.

General J. G. Foster, U. S. A.,

iVew Berne, N. (J. :

Dear Sir : During the march of the army under your command up
the valley of the Eoanoke Eiver, in the early part of this month, many
wanton acts of destruction of private property and many depredations

were committed by the troops under your command.
Negroes were forcibly abducted from their owners ; many isolated

houses in the villages of Hamilton and Williamston were willfully

burned
;
parlors of private residences were used for stables ; family car-

riages were taken to your camps, abandoned, and destroyed ;
houses of

peaceful citizens were forcibly entered, doors and windows broken and
all the furniture destroyed ; bedding was carried into the streets and
burned ; women were insulted by your soldiers and robbed of all the

money and valuables on their persons, and all their clothing and that

of their children, except what they had on, was cast into the fire or torn

to pieces.

In general terms, your soldiers committed many robberies and prac-

ticed a wanton and malicious destruction of private property.

Having been over a portion of your line of march and examined these

evidences of destruction I reported them to my Government, and I am
instructed to address you and inform you that such outrages are con-

sidered as forfeiting the right of yourself and oflBcers to be treated as

prisoners of war, and to inquire of you whether these outrages were
committed with your knowledge and sanction.

The action to be taken in the case will depend on the answer yon may
make, and if no answer be returned in ten days after the delivery of
this letter it will be considered by the Government that you admit and
hold yourself responsible for the acts charged.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. G. FRENCH,
Major-Oeneral, Commanding.

Washington, D. C, November 29, 1862.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

Several regiments of Pennsylvania drafted militia wiU be sent to you
as soon as transportation can be procured.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Headquarters Department of Virginia,
Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va., November 29, 1862.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in-Chief:

General: I received the day before yesterday a letter from Major-
General Foster, dated the 14th instant, at New Berne, in reply to mine
suggesting a co-operation between his forces and mine in a movement
against the enemy, and I immediately sent an officer to him in order to
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prevent any farther delay in communicating with him. I find myself
much hampered for want of the means of crossing the Blackwater. The
bridges are all destroyed from Zuni to Franklin, and the fords blocked
by slashing and other obstructions. The river is narrow and deep and
we are in want of pontoons.

I sent Mr. Joseph Francis, the inventor of the metallic life-boat, to
the Quartermaster-General yesterday with a model of his,corrngated-
irou pontoon wagon. It is a wagon, pontoon, and boat, dispensing with
tbe cumbersome pontoon train which carries nothing, and enables an
army to cross streams with its baggage train without delay and to pass
over its heavy artillery with rapidity and safety. The pontoon wagon
floats with 2,400 pounds in it and holds up its carriage. I am very de-
sirous of having twenty of these wagons. They can be fitted as bodies
to the carriages of the common wooden wagons which we have here, and
enable us to accomplish all our objects without adding to our baggage
train. Mr. Francis has the means of constructing them at once at the
factory of the corrugated-iron life-boats at Greenpoint, N. T. He has
just returned from Kussia, and has had the satisfaction of seeing his

pontoon wagon, after long-continued and severe tests, adopted by Great
Britain and all the German States. I am satisfied that I can with twenty
of them render valuable service in this quarter, and at the sahie time
make a trial which will save the Government millions of dollars and
thousands of lives by dispensing entirely with the heavy and expensive
wooden pontoon train and giving our armies the means of crossing cur-

rents when pursued or pursuing, without delay.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-Oeneral.

Abstract from Return of the Department of Virginia, Maj. Gen. John A. Dix commanding,

for November 30, 1862.
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Troops in the Department of Virginia, Maj. Gen. John A. Dix command-
ing, November 30, 1862.

Fort Monroe.

€ol. Samuel M. Alford.

Sd New York.

Camp Hamilton.

Col. Anthony Conk.

139tli New York.
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry. Company C.

Batt'n Pennsylvania Heavy Arty., Co. C.

2(1 and 4th Wisconsin Batteries.

Norfolk and vhiniitj.

Brig. Gen. Egbert L. Viele.

99t,h New Y'ork.

148th New York.
158th New*York.
19th Wisconsin.
llth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company M.
7th New Y'"ork Battery.

Suffolk and vicinitij.*

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck.

Ferry's brigade, Fourth Corps.
Wessells' brigade, Fourth Corps.
Foster's brigade, Seventh Corps.
Spinola's brigade. Seventh Coriis.

Ist New York Mounted Eifles.

llth Pennsylvania Cavalry.
7th Massachusetts Battery.
4th U. S. Artillery, Batteries D and L.

9yth New Y'ork, Company I (detach-
ment).

Torktown and vicinity.

Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes.

Naglee's brigade, Fourth Corps.*
Reserve Artillery, Fourth Corps.
6th New York Cavalry (battalion).

5th Pennsylvania Cavalry.
Ist New York Artillery, Batteries F and H.

Abstract from Betui-n of the Department of North Carolina, Maj. Gen. John G. Foster com-
manding, for November 30, 1862.

Command.

Present for
duty.

First Brigade (CoL T. J. C. Amory) ...

Second Brigade (Col. T. G. Stevenson)
Third Brigade (CoL Horace C. Lee) . .

.

Unassigned

Total

137
H3
148
101

;i, 45G
3,083
3,408
2,426

4,417
3,802
4,141
3,209

12, 373

4,783
4,181
4,886
4,110

15, 569
I

17, 959

Organization of troops in the Department of North Carolina, Maj. Gen.
John G. Foster, JJ. 8. Army, commanding, November 30, 1862.

First Brigade.

Col. T. J. C. Amory.

17th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. J. F. Fel-
lows.

23d Massachusetts, Maj. J. G. Chambers.
43d Massachusetts, Col. Charles L. Hol-

brook.
45th Massachusetts, Col. Charles R. Cod-

man.
5l8t Massachusetts, Col. A. B. R. Sprague.

Second Brigade.

Col. T. G. Stevenson.

10th Connecticut, Maj. Robert Leggett.
8th Massachusetts Miliiia, Col. F. J.

CofiBn.

24th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. F. A. Os-
born.

44th Massachusetts Militia, Col. F. L.
Lee.

5th Rhode Island, Maj. George W. Tew.

* Composition of brigades not indicated on original return.
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Third Brigade.

Col. HoKACE C. Lee.

3d Massachusetts, Col. S. P. Richmond.
51h Massachusetts, Col. G. H. Peirson.
27th Massachusetts, Lient. Col. Luke Ly-

man.
46th Massachusetts, Col. George Bowler.
9th New Jersey, Col. C. A. Heckman.

Vnassigned.

25th Massachusetts, Maj. Josiah Pickett.
3d New York Cavalry, Col. 8. H. Mix.
3d New York Artillery, Col. J. H. Ledlie.

23d New Y'ork Battery, Capt. A. Ransom.
24th New York Battery, Capt. J. E. Lee.
1st Rhode Island Artillery, Battery F,

Capt. James Belger.
1st U. S. Artillery, Battery C, Lieut. C.

Hook.

FoETEESS MoNEOE, Va., December 1, 1862.

General H. W. Halleck,
Commander-in-Chief U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C. :

Geneeal : I have just arrived here to confer with General Dix in re-

gard to co-operating in offensive movements against the enemy. I shall
return early to-morrow mornine unless you wish me to remain longer to
give me some special orders.

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General, Volunteers.

War Department,
Washington, December 1, 1862.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster,
Fort Monroe, Va. :

I have no special instructions to give. Possibly the Secretary of War
may have to-morrow.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

YOEKTOWN, December 1, 1862.

Major-General Peck, Suffollc :

I expect an officer from General Foster to-night. If not too late you

had better defer any strong demonstration till he arrives.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Suffolk, December 2, 1862.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe :

The interview with General Foster to-day was all that could be de-

«red. He is an old friend, and we canvassed matters fully. Have

memoranda which will govern moves for some days. I proposed to

demonstrate strongly on a given day, which he did not expect, and

which pleased him very much.
I very much desire that the new troops should arrive before Wes-

sells' brigade moves.
^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^

Major-General.
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FOET MONEOE, December 3, 1862.

Major-General Peck, Suffolk

:

With Joardan's regiment you will have five new ones and over 3,000

additional troops. The Pennsylvania regiments are of the very best

material. Has Colonel Spear returned 1 Did he command the expe-

dition? How many men had he? How many prisoners have you taten ?
*

When was the rocket battery taken from our army ? Give me details

at once ; I wish to write General Halleck.
JOHN A. DIX,

]\lajor-6eneral.

FOET MoNEOE, December 4, 1862.

Major-General Peck, Suffolk:

The new regiments are designed to be a part of your command. Make
requisitions for all they need. They did not land here, and I supposed
them fully supplied. The shoes, &c., wanted by General Wessells were

sent early this morning by steamer Arago. Make requisitions for better

tents. I have been promised arms from Washington, but cannot get

them.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

Headqtjaetees Depaetiient op Noeth Carolina,
New Berne, N. C, December 4, 1862.

Maj. Gen. S. G. Feench,
Gomdg. Department of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va.:

Geneeal : Tour favor of November 27 1 have the honor to acknowl-
edge. I had previously received from General Martin a letter on the
same subject, and as my answer to him covers most of the ground in

yours I beg leave to inclose a copy. I beg to say in relation to post-

script of your letter that not a negro, to the best of my belief, was
forcibly abducted from his owner, and indeed I only suffered those
to follow who insisted upon so doing. There were fifteen houses (says
General Martin) burned at Hamilton ; the fact I deplore. At Williams-
ton two were burned from a defect in the flue of the chimney, as shown
by investigation, and one small house pulled down to prevent the
spread of the fire. Members of my staff were in each house and none
of them saw horses in the parlors, though in one or two instances on
piazzas ; family carriages (not over three) may have been taken to trans-
port sick men, not to destroy or abandon. That houses of peaceful cit-

izens with the families in occupancy were entered, women and children
insulted and robbed, I do not believe, as the provost-marshal heard
nothing of the kind so gross as you report. In respect to that part of
your letter as to the treatment of any ofBcers not as prisoners of war, I
would say that if after my letter your Government proposes to act on
that principle I beg that you will have me informed for the regulation
of my own course.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General, Commanding.

• See p. 36.
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[Indorsement.]

Richmond, Va., December 10, 1862.

EespectfuUy forwarded for the information of the War Department.
G. W. SMITH,

Major-Oetieral.
[Incloaure.]

Headquaktees Depaetment of Noeth Caeolina,
Ifetc Berne, K C, December 4, 1862.

Brig. Gen. J. G. Maetik,
Commanding, &c.

:

Geneeal : Your letter of November 25,* inclosing an extract from
the Boston Traveller, describing the alleged depredations of the army
under my command in their late march up the country, I have received.
In reply to your request to know whether these things were done by my
order 1 have to state that draught animals, and in some cases carriages
to be used as ambulances, beeves and pigs to subsist my meu when
short of provisions, and forage to subsist cavalry horses and draught
animals were taken by my order. Every other species of depredation
was not only not done by my orders but against them and against the
strongest efforts to prevent them. On the march we found all the
towns almost entirely abandoned by their inhabitants, the houses in

some cases cleared of their furniture, in others partly, and in some not
at all. I quartered my troops in the abandoned houses only. The
principal cause of the depredations which I know were committed
was, I think, that so many houses contained apple brandy, and which
escaped the eye of the provost-marshal. I trust sincerely that in the

future marches in this State you will be pleased to find a marked im-

provement in all these respects, and I earnestly recommend that you
urge all peaceable citizens to remain on their estates, as that course

will aid me greatly in protecting their property.

I have the honor to remain, general, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General, Commanding.

General Oedees, ) Hdqes. Deft, of Noeth Carolina,

-^o. 64. )
New Berne, December 4, 1862.

A portion of the Marine Artillery having forfeited their right to any

benefits from the investigating court now sitting on their case by their

disgraceful and mutinous conduct in refusing work, threatening to seize

an armed United States boat, threatening to abandon a post of the

United States left under their care, and other conduct most subversive

to good order and military discipline, it is ordered that these men be

distributed as follows : To Battery C, First United States Artillery, at

Fort Macon. 50 men; to Third New York Volunteer Artillery, to be

distributed by Colonel Ledlie, 100 men, the balance, as may be hereafter

ordered, to the volunteer regiments in this department. They will be

paid, clothed, and fed according to the army regulations for the corps

to which they are assigned, and it is hoped by the commanding general

that the opportunity thus given them to redeem themselves by good

order and honorable service under the flag of the United States wdl

" Not found.
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be appreciated by the men and induce them to endeavor to become pro-

ficient, orderly, and efficient, as they are brave men.
II. That portion of the regiment which have not supported this rebell-

ious movement but have stood to their duty will be retained under
their present organization, and will be distributed to the dift'erentarmed

transports. They will receive, in addition to the pay of infantry sol-

diers, rations, and clothing, the following extra-duty pay : To those rated

as experts or mechanics (including petty officers, engineers, and such
other especially meritorious men as may be so rated), 40 cents a day
extra; able seamen and all first-class men, 25 cents per day extra. Those
men not able to do seamen's duty, boys, landsmen, &c., will receive no
extra pay. Eecruiting for the regiment will cease until further orders.

By command of Major-General Foster

:

SOUTHARD HOFFMAK,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Oedees, > Decembee 4, 1862.

No. 65. (

General Orders, No. 63,* is hereby amended so as to read: "All the
artillery in the department"—consisting of the Third EegimentNew
York Volunteer Artillery ; Company C, First United States Artillery

;

Battery F, First Rhode Island Artillery; Twenty -third Independent Bat-
tery New York Volunteer Artillery; Twenty-fourth Inde])endent Bat-
tery New York Volun teer Artillery—" is hereby formed into an artillery

bjigade, aud will be under command of Col. James H. Ledlie, Third
New York Volunteer Artillery."

By command of Major-General Foster :

SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Suffolk, Va., December 5, 1862.
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,

General-in- Chief :

If Col. D. A. Russell, of Massachusetts Volunteers, is appointed a
brigadier I would be glad to have him in my command; is highly re-
sponsible, and I have but one general graduate of West Point and I
have loaned him to General Foster with his brigade, an officer with
whom I co-operate most heartily. Unless I can have experienced men
I would rather have none, preferring to extemporize. The afl:air near
Franklin on the 2d was very fine. No part of the army has worked
harder than this, and I have been able to make the authorities at Rich-
mond believe that my force was from 25,000 to 50,000 men. Richmond
Whig, of November 27, numbers it at 33,000.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Washington, D. C, December 6, 1862.
Major-General Dix:
Who is now in command at Norfolk ?

EDWIN M. STANTON.
* Of December 2, 1862. The above diflfers from that only in enumerating the organi-

zations embraced in the brigade.
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War Depabtment,
Washington, December 6, 1862.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

The Adjutant-General informs me that Jourdan has been restored.
Tou speak of sending a brigade of your troops to General Foster; by
whose authority is this done ? General Foster asked for more troops,
but they were refused by the War Department. All available troops
will immediately be wanted in your department.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in Chief.

Fort Monroe, Va., December fi, 1862.

Maj. Gen. H. W. UAiLECK,
Oeneral-in- Chief

:

When in Washington, on October 30, you desired me to communi-
cate with General Foster and to co-operate with him in harassing the
enemy. I wrote to him, but he being absent did not receive ray letter

for some time and his answer did not reach me till November 27. I

advised you of these circumstances by letter of the 29th ultimo and
that I had sent an officer to him. He came here immediately, and on
conferring with him I agreed to let him have a brigade for ten days to

attack Goldsborough and cut the railroad at that place. I directed

General Peck to meet him at Norfolk and arrange the time. The bri-

gade under General Wessells left Suffolk yesterday to march to Gates*^

Ferry, near Gatesville, where transports will be ready to receive it. I

shall regret greatly if in this I have mistaken your wishes or exceeded
my authority. It is not too late to recall General Wessells, if it be
thought best and if I receive your order at once. I did not know Gen-
eral Foster had been refused troops by the Secretary of War.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

War Department,
Washington, December 7, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. :

The temporary detachment of the brigade to assist General Foster is

approved. Have all your other troops ready to move by the time the

brigade returns or before. The transportation will be mainly by water.
^

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., December 7, 1862.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief

:

General : The officer who returned with the flag-of-truce boat from

Citv Point last evening reports great activity on the part of the enemy

in the whole district of country lying between Petersburg and Eich

mond. This accords with other advices. Numerous works are Uk

process of construction between these points. He lay two days at City



474 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Chap. XXX.

Point awaitiug the movemeDts of Mr. Ould, the commissioner for the

exchange of prisoners, and distinctly heard the trains moving on the

railroad both by night and day. It may be that the enemy are concen-

trating troops at Petersburg in anticipation of a landing on our part on
the south side of James Eiver. I feel a good deal of confidence that I

shall in case of an ofiensive movement in the direction of Norfolk re-

ceive timely advices unless.my agent is detected and arrested.

I am, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
JOHif A. DIX,

Major-Oeneral.

Suffolk, Becemher 7, 1862.

General Dix:
Wessells arrived at noon on the 6th ; reports no transports there ; a

barren waste, stripped of almost everything ; no cattle there. He will

get along without difficulty through the 7th. P. [Flusser ?] will be there

to-day unless some terrible storm sweeps the coast.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- Genera I.

Suffolk, December 7, 1862.

Major General DiX:
Colonel Spear's estimate was between 7,000 and 8,000 at and in the

vicinity of Franklin, along the river. To-day an old contraband came
in from a plantation just this side of Franklin to get his liberty. He
says two regiments have arrived by the engine from Weldon and some
artillery recently ; also that the Nottoway bridge is complete.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

FoET Monroe, Va.,
December 8, 1862—1 p. m.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War:

Your inquiry in regard to the commander at Norfolk induces me to
inform you that I have ordered an election of a member of Congress in
that district and have charged General Viele with some of the neces-
sary arrangements. I will write by mail to-morrow.*

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Fort Monroe, December 8, 1862.

Major-General Peck :

I have but one old regiment here, and that is the only force in the
fort. Tou must do your best with the troops you have. Have all j'our
forces ready to move on short notice. Have a thorough inspection of
arms, clothing, and equipage. Have also an abundant supply of am-
munition. Make requisitions for all deficiencies as soon as possible.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

' Correspondence in relation to that election will appear in Series III.
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United States Steamee Cambridge,
Beaufort, N. C, December 8, 1862.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster,
Gomdg. U. IS. Army Forces, Bept. of North Carolina :

General: I glean the following information from the mas' ers of the
lately seized schooners Brilliant and J. O. Eoker, to wit : There is at
Nassau intending to run the blockade a small screw steamer, the Lizzie,

belonging to Wilmington. Said steamer would be ready about the last

of November or soon after.

Fort Kisher, at New Inlet, is considered the stronger fort compared
with Caswell. There are forty guns mounted, including one 8inch
•Columbiad (rifled) and two Whitworth guns. The fort is built of cab-

bage-wood, filled in with sand 14 feet thick. At Brunswick, up Cape
Fear Eiver, there is a strong work, and some 5 miles below Wilmington
there is a stronger fortification in process of building.

The channels are all obstructed, with only a narrow ijassage, which
is reported easily stopped when necessity requires, being defended by
batteries on either side.

The iron-clads are to be perfected whenever iron is landed, intended

mainly for river defense.

In my opinion the present moment is the best time to attack Wil-

mington and the adjacent forts. The longer the enterprise is delayed

the more difficult it will prove to be, as a large number of men are kept

at work strengthening the fortifications. I believe the troops should

be landed in the vicinity of Fort Caswell, although Masonborough
Inlet should be examined in this connection, but a military reconnais-

sance will determine the relative advantages of the two places.

At the last accounts there were about 4,000 troops in the vicinity of

Wilmington. The yellow fever has entirely disappeared.

Salt is selling at $150 (Confederate money) per sack, or about $60 per

bushel, and everything else iu proportion, which is a proof that the

blockade has been effectual. Gold is exchanged at the rate of $2.25

Confederate scrip for $1 in gold.

Let me repeat that the golden moment for action has arrived.

About 700 persons died from yellow fever in October and November

out of a population of about 2,500.

The impression is that if Fort Caswell is taken Fort Fisher will be

abandoned.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

' ' WM. A. PARKER,
Commander.

General Orders, )
[December 9, 1862.?]

No. 76. I

Beino' about to move once more the general commanding must again

call attention to the conduct of the troops in pillaging, straying from

the ranks, &c., and further orders that no one leave the ranks; that all

foraging, unless by special order [from] division headquarters, and pil-

laging is strictly prohibited ; and brigade, regimental, and company

commanders will see that the orders are carried out, and that no scenes

of disgrace like those of Hamilton be permitted.

Major Frankle is provost-marshal for the march.

Bv command of Major-General Foster

:

^^ ' SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Hdqes. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Fa., December 10, 1862.

Brig. Gen. M. C. Meigs,
Quartermaster-General, JJ. 8. A.

:

General: The guuboat was launched today at Norfolk and was
named General Jesup, after one of your predecessors. Captain Lud-

low thinks he can complete her in forty days. I will see that she is

properly armed and manned. She is a beautiful, and I trust will be a

useful, vessel.

The amount (about $6,000) expended on her before she came into

our hands was contributed by the ladies of i^orfolk under the regime

of the insurgents.

I am, very respectfully, \onr obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Suffolk, December 10, 1862.

Major-General Dix

:

1 am sorry that a move is expected so soon. Unless I have some
rest I fear 1 shall break down altogether and be of no use. Foster will

be at the place designated on the 20th. He said he expected to keep
Wessells lor a move to Wilmington. If so he will be gone till January.
Troops are being inspected, requisitions made, and everything supplied.

The instruction is crowded as rapidly as possible. Ferry knows all my
views and plans and what kind of transportation will be needed on
moving from here.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Fort Monroe, December 10, 1802.
Major-General Peck:
What can I do if you go away ? You are entitled to go, and per-

mission would be granted if you ask it. General Halleck advises me
that my command must be ready to move the moment Wessells re-

turns, perhaps before, say by the 20th. I send you twenty iron wagons.
They are not the improved pattern. They are intended to float and
hold up their running gear. When detached from the carriages they
are pontoons. Try them in the Nansemond.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Headquarters Departsient of North Carolina,
New Berne, N. C, December 10, 1862.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Commander-in-Chief JJ. S. Army, Washington, D. C. :

General : I have the honor to report that I am about to take the
field again against the enemy in the direction of Goldsborough.
The information that I have received is to the effect that the enemy's

Government is turning its attention to the importance of guarding the
lines of communication to the south, and, if possible, of recovering some
portion of the eastern portion of this State, the rich products of which
would at this time be very valuable as supplies to their commissariat.
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Two brigades have already arrived to reenforce the troops already
in the State for this purpose. I think by timely action I may disap-
point their expectation, and shall therefore move onKinston to-morrow
morning at daybreak. I hope to defeat two brigades that are known to
be there before assistance can arrive from Wilmington or Weldou or
Tarborough. Succeeding in this, 1 shall push on to Goldsborough, de-
stroy its railroad bridge, and another bridge across a swamp 10 miles
south of Goldsborough, and then return to New Berne to prepare for

an immediate attack on Wilmington.
I sincerely trust that the re-enforcements asked for in niy letter of

the 18th November, together with the ofiicers of experience required to

command brigades, may be sent me as soon as the exigencies of the
service will permit.

My present force of infantry, consisting of 9,000 men capable of
marching and fighting, 6,000 of whom are new—nine mouths' men—is

too weak to give a good sui)port to my forty pieces of artillery and to

aii'ord a fair chance of success against the older troops of the enemy in

front of us. I have therefore found it necessary to borrow from General
Dix the services for a time of General Wessells' brigade, consisting of

six regiments (2,200 men). These regiments were kindly promised me
at the time 1 telegraphed to you from Old Point Comfort, and met me
according to appointment on the night of the 6th instant on the Chowan
Eiver, where I received them on board my transports and brought them
to this place, arriving yesterday.

General Peck has agreed to make a simultaneous attack on the

Blackwater, from Suffolk, in which our gunboats are to co-operate.

Even if I do not succeed in my expectations I hope my movement
may be useful as a demonstration in favor of the Army of the Potomac.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General, Commanding.

FoKT Monroe, Va., December 11, 18G2.

Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief

:

Major-General Peck is in great danger of breaking dowu unless he

can have rest for twenty days. None can feel his loss at this time half

so much as myself, for he has been all that I could ask iu putting

Suffolk in a state of defense and in preparing the troops lor the field.

But, leeling that it is absolutely necessary for him to have a respite, I

respectfully ask it for him, and I telegraph in order that it may com-

mence at once, if approved.
.,^,^^t a t.t^JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Suffolk, December 12, 1862.

Major-General Dix:

Will end it here; will remain. We are very thin in numbers here.

Ferry left at noon yesterday for Zuni, &c. Was to have been across at

daylight. Writes the roads are in horrible condition. Was five hours

moving 4 miles near Windsor. It is almost impossible to move in this

country for the swamps and roads.
.^ ^i ^

Any particulars from Fredericksburg? Captain Flusser writes that

the enemy burned about two-thirds of Plymouth.
-nrj^r^TrJOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.
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Fort Monroe, Va., December 12, 1862.

Major-General Halleck :

Major-Gen eral Peck telegraphs that his expedition to Zuni found the
roads very bad. Our troops have not succeeded in crossing. The
enemy has been strongly re-enforced. Sharp firing has been going on
all day across the river. General Peck says the demonstration is hav-
ing the effect of drawing troops to this quarter, so that on the whole
line we shall greatly benefit General Foster. I have a dispatch from
General Foster this morning informing me that he should leave New
Berne at daybreak yesterday. Wessells was with him. He says the
enemy in his front has been strengthened, and he expects a hard fight.

The Pennsylvania regiments are arriving with wretched arms.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General, Commanding.

Suffolk, December 12, 18C2.
Major-General Dix:

We have captured a rebel captain and 12 men; wounded and killed
a good many of the enemy. The cars are running actively on the
Petersburg road.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- GeneraL

Fort Monroe, December 12, 1862.
Major-General Peck :

I have twenty days' leave for you. Please come to me as soon as you
can safely in reference to movements on the Blackwater.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Fort Monroe, December 12, 1862
Major-General Peck, Suffolk

:

Nothing new from Fredericksburg. Burnside is in possession.
Have you received my dispatch notifying you ofyour leave of absence?
You say the cars are running actively on the Petersburg road. You

mean the enemy, of course. Cannot we use the road trom Suffolk down
to the river at Windsor ?

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- GeneraL

Suffolk, December 12, 1862.
Major-General Dix:

If all is favorable through the night from the Blackwater I will run
down in the morning and see you, as per your telegram of this date.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-OeneraL
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Suffolk, Decemler 12, 18(i2.

Major-General Dix

:

Tour telegram in respect to leaVe is received. Tou requested me to
come down as soon as I could safely, which I construed as business rel-

ative to Avhich you desired to see me before I availed myself of the
leave. Is this right, or did you wish me to stop as I passed North?
We have drawn a large force to the river since the arrangement with

General Foster. If all is quiet I will visit you and return here to-mor-
row. We cannot use the road much beyond Windsor. I meant the
enemy's cars.

JOHN J. PECK,
3{ajor- General.

Poet Moneoe, December 12, 1862.

Major-General Peck, Sufolk

:

I did not wish you to come here till you are on your way home. It

would be a loss of time to come and go back to Suffolk. But I am anx-
ious that you should take your leave as soon as you safely can. How
long do you propose to let Ferry remain at the river? Where were the
captain and wounded men captured ? Foster left New Berne yesterday
morning. The enemy have retired behind their breastworks at Fred-
ericksburg. Burnside's main force is over and a fight is expected to-

morrow.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-Oeneral.

Wae Depaetment,
Washington, December 13, 1862.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. :

A severe battle all day near Fredericksburg. A part of the enemy's

line carried. Can you not make a diversion by a demonstration on

Eichmond ? If so, no time should be lost.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

FoET Moneoe, Va., December 13, 1862.

Major-General Halleck :

In view of General Burnside's movements, as well as General Foster's,

I am doing all my means will allow to make a diversion. On Tuesday

I went to Gloucester and reviewed the troops. Having been at York-

town last week I arranged with General Naglee to make a demonstra-

tion in Gloucester County as far as the court-house, and farther on if

he found it safe to do so. I have this moment received the following

dispatch from him, dated in King and Queen County :

I have just Bcattered the King and Queen County cavalry and burned tbeir bar-

racks and camp. Have taken a large herd of hogs and ebeep intended for the rebel

commissariat. Shall be to-morrow at Saluda, near Urbana.

My only fear is that he is going too far, as the insurgents use their

railroad from Eichmond to the White House. He has four regiments

of infantry, a battery, and three squadrons of cavalry. Major-General

Peck has just left here, and will see you to-morrow morning. The en-
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emy has a larger force on the Blackwater than we have at Suffolk. The
Pennsylvania troops are perfectly raw, and have arms that are unfit for

use. It would not do to put them in the field at present. General Peck
will explain more fully. I will do all I can to keep the enemy occupied

in this quarter. With the exception of the Pennsylvania Militia, my
force fit for dnty is only about 19,000, in the absence of Wessells' bri-

gade, and I have a line of 70 miles in extent to protect.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Hdqks. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe^ Va., December 13, 1802.

Hon. E. M. Stanton:

SiE: Complaints have been made by those who take a stroug interest

in the condition of fugitives from service here, usually denominated
"contrabands," that their labor since they have been employed by the

United States has not been fully paid for. There are other grounds of
complaint also, and with a view to remove them 1 desire to make the
following suggestions, viz:

1st. The labor of these persons was not paid for until November 1,

1861, at which time a system of compensation was adopted under Major-
General Wool. Before that time a large number of them had been em-
ployed and supplied with food and clothing. If the payment of wages
was right after November 1 it would have been cqiially right before
that time. The only difficulty is in ascertaining the exact amount of
labor performed. Up to July 4, 1861, an accurate account was kept, and
at the rate of $10 per month per man they were then entitled to $970.
From July 4 to November 1, 1801, no rolls were kept, and the amount
of labor performed during the interval is uncertain. There are, how-
ever, some data for an estimate. The numbers employed July 4 and
November 1 are known, and by assuming a mean number a prOxima-
tion to the truth may be reached. I do not put this mean higher than
200. At the above rate of compensation they would have earned $2,000
per month for the respective months of July, August, September, and
October—deducting four days from the first-named month—and amount-
ing in the aggregate to $7,741.95.

While Captain Tallmadge, quartermaster (recently deceased), was
charged with the employment and compensation of these persons some
arrearages accumulated, which, for reasons that need not be mentioned,
remain unpaid. On the 1st of March, 1862, there was due to them the
sum of $1,171.75. Their earnings during the month of March amount
to the sum of $2,450. Both these sums should be paid. Many of the
persons who performed tlie labor on account of which these arrears ac-
crued are no longer here and many of them will not be found. It is

therefore respectfully suggested that after waiting a reasonable time
(say six months) for the claimants to present themselves, the balance
unclaimed shall become a fund for the relief and support of the poor
who are fugitives from service.

There is admitted to be due from the subsistence department $152.
There is also due from the hospital department the sum of $880 for the
services of 220 colored nurses during the months of November and De-
cember, 1861, and January and February, 1862. In these two cases there
will be the same difficulty in ascertaining the persons to whom the money
is due, and the same disposition is recommended. The payment of these
amounts requiring the order of the Secretary of War, as do also the
three bills forwarded with an explanatory letter by the commanding
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general of this departineut October 9, 18G2, said three bills amouutiug
Id the aggregate to $1,479.34, I respectfully ask for such au order.
There are arrears now due for several months, which, like those that

have accrued in the military service, are unpaid; but they are within
the authority of the quartermaster and will be paid when he is in funds
without any further order. The amount of these arrears, December 1,

is about $16,590.91, making, with the sums before mentioned, an aggre-
gate of $31,435.95 now due for contraband labor.

2d. In order to remove the contraband women and children from con-
tact with the camps—a contact injurious to both—they have been trans-

ferred to Craney Island, where quarters are in preparation for them, and
where thej' will be required to furnish such labor as they are able to

perform in picking oakum, fishing, &c. It is respectfully asked that
the needful authority be given to supply rooms for schools and places
of worship at moderate expense for them. The Government having
adopted the policy of receiving these fugitives, and, by implication,

l)romised them protection and security, it is respectfully submitted that

some provision should be made for their intellectual and religious as

well as for their physical wants.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

IIeadquaeters Depaktment o¥ Nokth (Jaeolina,
Petersburg, Va., December 13, 1862.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster,
Commanding XT. S. Forces, New Berne, N. C.

:

General: Your letter of the 4th instant, inclosing a copy of one ad-

dressed by you to General J. G. Martin, has been received.

War, even when conducted by the acknowledged rules of Christian

nations, inflicts so many evils on society that they should not be in-

creased by the lawless acts of soldiers.

It affords me much gratification to learn that the acts of dei)redation

referred to in my letter "were not only not done by your orders but

against them and against your strongest efforts to prevent th^m," and

it is to be hoped no future cause for complaints will be gi\en by your

forces.

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,

S. G. FEENCH,
Major- General, Commanding.

Washington, December 14, 1862.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster,
Commanding, &c.. Department of North Carolina

:

General: Your letter of the 10th is just received. At the present

time it is not possible to send you any of the re-enforcements asked. If

you should be unable to make any considerable advances into the in-

terior it is hoped, nevertheless, that you will keep employed a large

force of the enemv by your demonstrations. Later in the season we

shall probably be able to give you additional troops. That, however,

must depend upon the condition of afiairs elsewhere.

Very respectfully,
•^

H. W. H ALLEGE,
General-in- GhieJ.

31 R K—VOL XVIII
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FoET MoNEOE, Va., December 14, 18G2.

P. H. Watson, Assistant Secretary of War

:

Tlie arms brought here by the Pennsylvania drafted militia are for

the most part the altered flint-lock musket, caliber .69. They were
reported to me unfit for service. Lieutenant Baylor will inspect those
at Newport News to-day and at Suffolk to-morrow, and a special report

will be made. I do not desire any fancy arms, or even rifled muskets.
Safe and serviceable rifled Springfield smooth-bores, caliber .09, are per-

fectly satisfactory.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Washington, December 14, 18C2.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix:
Have fully talked over with General Halleck affairs, as you desired,

lie says he wants us to occupy the enemy on the Blackwater and keep'
as many of them there as jjossible. He thinks we have done all we
could with the means there. Attacks and demonstrations so as to keep
the enemy busy and alarmed. The four regiments you spoke of he
wishes me to say are for you, and to make such disposition as you deem
best.

If you decide to give them to me 1 would suggest that their removal
to Suflblk will be mirch to their advantage.
At Willard's until moriung.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-Ge7ieral.

ToEKTOWN, Va., December 15, 18G2.
Colonel Van Bueen:

I completed my reconnaissance yesterday.
Dispersed the rangers in Middlesex. Destroyed a large tannery em-

ployed by the rebel government, and returned with 15 prisoners at 2
this a. m.

NAGLEE.

Special Oedees, ) Hdqes. of the Aemy, Adjt. Gen.'s Office,
No. 394. ) Washington, December 15, 1802.

* * » • * » *

IV. Brig. Gen. E. Busteed, U. S. Volunteers, will immediately report
for duty to Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, XJ. S. Volunteers, at Fort Monroe, Va.
By command of Major-Geueral Halleck :

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Wae Depaetment,
Washington, December 10, 1802.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

General Banks organized his own command and it was supposed he
had taken Corcoran's brigade. He failed to report what troops he took
with him. As the brigade is in your department it will be considered
under your command.

H. W. HALLECK,
Qeneral-in-Chief.



CiiAi-. xxx.l CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 483

,, . ^ Washington, December 10, 1862.
Major-Geueral Dix:
General Buruside's army recrossed tlie Eappabaunock duriug the

iiigbt, and the pontoon bridges bave been taken up. llaininjr bard
tberc.

A. STAGER.

, „ Fort Monroe, December 17, 18G2.
General Ferry, Suffollc

:

Have you tried the iron wagon-bodies to ascertain if they will an-
swer the purpose of pontoons 1 I bave ordered four new regiments of
Pennsylvania Militia to you.

JOHJSr A. DIX,
Major-General.

Suffolk, December 17, 1802.
Major-General DiX:
Have tried the pontoons: They will not work. Will make full re-

port by messenger to-morrow.

O. S. FERIIY,
Brigadier- General.

Fort Monroe, December 18, 1802.
Brigadier-General Ferry :

I sent for Colonel Spear to ascertain the truth of reports in regard to
rebel forces at Franklin. I bave long desired to cross and capture or
disperse tbem. I think it can be done. If you agree with me send
Foster with 3,400 cavalry. Spear's regiment, and 300 of Dodge's rifles,

and Howard's or Follett's artillery, with a section of Davis'. As soon
as possible I will make a diversion above Smithiield. Spear left at 11
for Suttolk. See him as to details of proposed movement. I did not
send for you because I did not wish you to leave Suffolk. Let me hear
from you.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Suffolk, December 18, 1802.

Major-General Dix

:

I think the movement proposed by you might now succeed, and un-

less otherwise directed by you will send out the expedition to-morrow.
You will get reports from me this afternoon of the last scouting parties.

O. S. FEEEY,
Brigadier- General.

Fort Monroe, December 18, 1802.

Brigadier-General Ferry :

Let your expedition go to-morrow night. If there is time I will land

a force in Burwell's Bay, above Smithiield, to-morrow night. Send me
the West End at once. Let me know to-night if you can get ready to-

morrow night.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General,
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Suffolk, December 18, 18C2.

Majoi-Geueral Dix:

The West End Las soiie to Norfolk for coal and will arrive tliere

about this time or a little later.

O. S. PEEEY,
Brigadier- General.

Suffolk, December 18, 1862.

Major-Geucral Dix

:

I have this evening a report from my post at Providence CLurcli that

tbe enemy are tliis side the Blackwater, near Isle of Wiglit Court-

Llouse, in force. 1 am sending out a detachment to reconnoiter. I do

not think it advisable to undertake the other expedition till the detach-

ment returns and reports the facts.

O. S. FERKY,
Brigadier- General.

Suffolk, December 18, 1862.

Major-General Dix

:

The report about a rebel force at Isle of Wight is not well founded.

I have examined the i)arties from whom it was derived. Colonel Spear
has not returned yet. I based my opinion of the possibility of taking
Franklin upon his former reports. I have this evening talked with
Colonel Foster, who was out with Wessells. I think you should see
Lim before ordering an expedition. I will send him to the fort to-mor-

row if you think best. He is a brave, experienced, and jut'icious otficer.

O. S. FEEEY,
Brigadier- General.

Fort Monroe, December 19, 1862.

Brigadier-General Ferry :

Let me know if Colonel Foster is coming here; if not, when you send
out the expedition. No time should be lost, as Burnsjde's reti'eat leaves
Lee's army at liberty, and in a few days you may have 20,000 or 30,000
men on the Blackwater. My force is ready.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Suffolk, December 19, 1862.

Major-General Dix:

Colonel Foster is on the way to you now with dispatches from me.
O. S. FEERY,

Brigadier- General.

Fort Monroe. December 19, 1862.

Major-General Peck :

Colonel Spear is confident he can cross 2 miles above South Quay with
3,500 infantry, 1,000 cavalry, and eight pieces of artillery and take
Franklin. General Ferry thinks 5,000 infantry necessary. What think
you f Answer immediately. I shall make a diversion from Smithfield

the day before,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General,
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Suffolk, Va., December 19, 18C2.
Major General Dix:

The ex])eclition talked of, to be snccegsful, should have six gfood pon-
toons, 5,000 infantry, two batteries of artillery, and 1,000 cavalry. The
fords are not to be relied on ; making bridges of felled trees will not do
for artillery. We cannot spare the above unmber of infantry suitable
for the undertaking at present and liave not the pontoons. 1 will write
yon my views to-morrow.

O. S. FBEEY,
Brigadier- General.

FoET Monroe, December 20, 1862.
Brigadier-General Fekey :

Can you not improvise some pontoons? There should bo no delay.
I will be very glad to have you lead the expedition, but no time sliould

be lost in moving.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-Oeneral.

Suffolk, [Washington,] December 20, 18C2.

Major-General Dix

:

Spear reported 12,000 about Franklin. If Foster and Burnside have
relieved the recent excess on our front, an attack is desirable; would
hazard nothing. Not less than 5,000 ought to be sent ; 7,000 would be
better. As the troops are benefited by such duty we sliould always
[send] enough. McClenna's Crossing is about the point. Great excite-

ment in public mind since the late disaster.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

FoBT MoNEOE, December 20, 18C2.

Brigadier-General Ferey :

How many infantry have you fit for the expedition ? I can give you

some from this post and Yorktown, but in that case I must send you

an officer ranking Colonel Foster, and abandon the diversion toward

Znni and Wakefield.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., December 20, 18C2.

Major General Dix:

I can furnish 1,000 cavalry ; that is enongh. I can make the 5,000

infantry by putting in two oi' the newest regiments. 1 can i)nt General

Spinola in command with Foster to lead the advance. I can issue my
orders at 9 o'clock forenoon and have the (!olumn in march at 3 o'clock

afternoon of the same day, wliicli is the usual hour.

O. S. FEREY,
Brigadier- General.
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Fort Monroe, December 20, 1862.

Brigadier-General Ferry :

The expedition is one of importance and great dclicacj', and if our

forces succeed in crossing will need a commanding officer experienced

in the management of troops. 1 will give General Spinola an early

opportunity of seeing active service, but think another occasion will

be better for him and us.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

AVstract from Tri-moiitlili/ Heturti of the Drpartnuml of Virginia (Seventh Jrmji Corps),

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix commanding
,
for Decemher 20, 18G2 {headquarters Fort Monroe,

Va.).
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Troops in the Department of Virginia, commanded by Maj. Gen. John A.
Dix, December 20, 1863.

Fort Monroe, Va.

3d New York Infantry.

Newport News, T'a.

69th New York [N. G. A. ]

.

155th New York.
164th New York.
170th Now York.
175th New York (detachment).

Suffolk, Va.

13th Indiana.
39th Illinois.

Cth Massachusetts.
112th New York.
130th New York.
132d New York.
158th New York.
62d Ohio.
67th Ohio.
58th Pennsylvania.
65th Pennsylvania (battalion of).
158th Pennsylvania.
165th Pennsylvania.
166th Pennsylvania.
167th Pennsylvania.
168th Pennsylvania.
171st Pennsylvania.
174th Pennsylvania.
175th Pennsylvania.
176th Pennsylvania.
177th Pennsylvania.

1st New York Mounted Rifles.

11th Pennsylvania Cavalry (ten com-
panies).

7th Massachusetts Battery.
4th U. S. Artillery, Battery D.
4th U. S. Artillery, Battery L.

Camp Hamilton, Va.

139th New York.
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company C.

Roberts' Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery
(three companies).

2d Wisconsin Battery.
4th Wisconsin Battery.

Norfolk, Va.

99th New York.
148th New York.
173d Pennsylvania.
19th Wisconsin.
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company M.
7th New York Battery.

Torktown, Va.

11th Maine.
56th New York.
81st Now York.
98th New York.
100th New York.
Independent Battalion, Now York (En-

fans Perdus).
52d Pennsylvania.
104th Pennsylvania.
109th Pennsylvania.
172d Pennsylvania.
178th Pennsylvania.
179th Pennsylvania.
6th New York Cavalry (two coiiipanics).
5th Pennsylvania Cavalry.
Ist New York Light Artillery, Battery

F,

1st New York Light Artillery, Battory

8th New York Battery.
1st Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Bat-

tery E.
1st Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Bat-

tery H.
5th U. S. Artillery, Battery M.

DETACHED.

WesaelW Brigade.

'

85th New York.
92d New York.
96th New York.
85th Pennsylvania.
101st Pennsylvania.
103d Pennsylvania.

FouT Monroe, December 21, 1SC2.

Major-General IIallbcic, Gcncral4n-G\icf

:

Tn^o sailing vessels have arrived here from New York to take Cor-

corau's brigade to General Bauks. Two more, I learn, are coming.

* Bote from Eetue>'.—Belongs to the command at Suiiblk, but is now on detached

service in North Carolina.
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Two of tbem -uillbe uceded—onetc take the sick ami convalescents left

here and another to take horses now here belonging to the expedition.

As Corcoran is not to go, what shall be done with the two other trans-

ports when they arrive?
* JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

Washington, D. C, December 21, 1862.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

The convalescents, stores, horses, &c., belonging to General Banks'

expedition will be sent forward. It will be determined in the course

of two or three days whether Corcoran's brigade will go or not. In

the moan time the two transports for tliat purpose will await orders.

Give us all the information you can about the enemy's movements.
n. W. HALLBCK,

General-in- Chief.

Fort Monroe, Ya., December 21, 18G2.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in- Chief

:

My man has arrived from Eichmond. General Anderson's division,

reported 13,000 strong, from Hanover County ; the division of one of the

Hill's, from the direction of Fredericksburg, 9,000 strong, and Hood's,

from Eichmond Fair Grounds, about 8,000 strong, have all gone south

from Richmond since Monday, the 15th. Fifty-three pieces of artillery,

some of which came from the direction of Fredericksburg, were sent

across Mayo's Bridge toward Petersburg on Wednesday night. It was
reported at Eichmond that a large force was coming up the James
Eiver to land at City Point, and this may have led to the movement of

artillery. On Wednesday night the Eichmond iron-clad got her com-
missary stores on board. There has been great activity in Eichmond
the last week in the movement of troops through the city in a southerly

direction, but my informant could not say where they went after leav-

ing the city ; heard that one brigade went toward the Blackwater

;

thinks the rest went to Weldon. He left Eichmond Thursday. I have
found his former statements accurate.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Suffolk, Va., December 21, 18G2.

Major-General Dix:

Give me the pontoons and I will take command of tlieex])edition and
leave General Spinola in command here during my absence, or I will

see the colonels and get them to volunteer to serve under Colonel Fos-
ter cheerfnlly.

O. S. FEEEY,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Fourth Corps,
YorMown, December 21, 1802.

Col. D. T. Van Hvn-K^, Assistant Adjutant-General :

Sir : Since my return I have sent three reconnoitering parties, one of
which captured three horses and some xirisoners. Captain Parker has
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been up at West Point and sent a scout to the White House. The
enemy has not been discovered in force, but there are indications of an
intention to attack Williamsburg. I have taken precautions to bar the

movements of the enemy, and I would like to have the opinion of Major
General Dix as to the propriety of posting a regiment of infantry at

Fort Magruder, below Williamsburg.
I have made two thorough inspections of the four regiments of Penn-

sylvania drafted militia, which have just arrived here, and found them
all perfectly green. One of those regiments, the One hundred and
seventy-second, I have assigned to duty at the heavy guns on the ram-
parts, and will lose no time in fitting all for service. At the present
time none of them are in a condition to meet the enemy.

It is reported to me that the destruction of the salt-works in Mat-
thews County was not complete. I have arranged with Captain Parker
to go with a gunboat and 100 infantry and 50 cavalry on Wednesday
next and complete that work.

I am much in want of an energetic brigadier, who understands

tactics.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
E. D. KETBS,

Major-Oeneral, Commanding Fourth Corps.

United States Flag-ship Philadelphia,
Hampton Roads, December 21, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps

:

General : The department directs that the complement of the

Colorado shall be filled up with contrabands, owing to the impossibility

of shipping men. It will advance the public interest if you will be so

good aS to give such orders as will enable Captain Goldsborough, of the

Colorado, to receive and ship thirty-two able-bodied contrabands.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg.N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

Fort Monroe, Va., December 23, 18G2.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Genera I in- Chief

:

I have iust arrived from New Berne. My expedition was a perfect

success • I burned the railroad bridge at Goldsborough and Mount

Olive and tore up several miles of the track of the Wiln)ington and

Weldon Eailroad. We fought four engagements, viz, at Southwest

Creek Kinston, White Hall, and Goldsborough, and whipped the en-

emv handsomely each time. The force of the enemy is now largely in-

creased in North Carolina from Fredericksburg, rendering the second

step in my plan of operations of doubtful execution unless I am pretty

larcelv re-enforced. Can I communicate freely on this point by tele-

graph or shall I come to Washington for the purpose 1 I have a steamer

here and can be there in ten hours.
^ ^ FQSTEE

Major-Oeneral.

' See " Expedition from Now Berne to Goldaborongh, N. C", December 11-20, 1862.
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Washington, D. O., December 23, 18G2.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, Fort Monroe:

Consult fully with General Dix and then come to Washington.
H. W. HALLECK,

General-in- Chief.

United States Flag-steamer Philadelphia,
Hampton Roads, Va., December 23, 1862.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe :

General : The Belvidere, steamer, with supplies for the army, was
stopped by the guard vessel below Norfolk because she was not on the
certilied list of the army steamers furnished by you and had not the
certificate from the quartermaster. Colonel Thomas, as proposed by you
and agreed to by me. On learning the facts I ordered that the Belvi-

dere should pass up to Norfolk. Will you be good enough to issue

such instructions as will prevent a recurrence of the inconvenience aris-

ing from the omission to comply with the simple and easy arrangement
made at your instance and which the guard vessels have been instructed
to comply with?

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Act(j. Eear-Admiral, Comdg. Jf. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

War Department,
Washington, December 24, 18G2.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

It is decided that you send 12,000 men to General Foster's command.
Those for whom you have transports will be sent to Beaufort and the
others marched across to the Chowan. Please answer immediately
how many you can send by sea. The troops should be good ones, leav-
ing the new ones in the forts. I liope to send you a couple of regiments
from here. This movement must be made in all haste. As soon as Gen-
eral Foster comes in I will telegraph again.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Fort Monroe, Va., December 24, 18G2.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief

:

If I can take the two saihug vessels intended to carry Corcoran's bri-
gade to General Banks I can send 3,500 men to Beaufort by sea. I can
also send 1,800 by barges through the canal to Albemarle Sound. My
force from Suifolk can move to-morrow, if necessary, but it shall not
reach the Chowan Eiver till the means of transportation are there.
The steamers here are, with two exceptions, river crafts and not fit to
go to sea. There will be no inconvenience in using the two transports
of Banks' expedition temporarily, as I can retain his convalescent and
sick at present. The troops will take tents and camp equipage. Shall
those which go by water take rations ?

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.
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War Department,
Washington, December 24, 18G2.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

General Foster thinks that the troops which go by land should go to

Gates' Ferry, on the Chowan River, the place where Wessells' brigade
embarked.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Wak Depaktment,
Washington, December 24, 1802.

Major-General Buenside, jFa?moM<7t, Va.:

General Foster wishes a brigadier-general—a regular officer of expe-

rience. Can yon give him one? Please answer. Troops that fought at

Fredericksburg are now in North Carolina.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Fort Monroe, December 24, 1862.

Brigadier-General Fekry :

Have your brigades—Spinola's and Gibbs'—ready to march at a mo-

ment's warning.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

Fokt Monroe, December 24, 1862.

Major-General Keyes, Yorlttown

:

Have Naglee's brigade ready to move by water at a moment's warn-

ing.̂
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

SuPFOLK, December 24, 1802.

Major-General Dix:

Is there no way in which at least partial payment can be made to these

men before leaving ? Gibbs and Spinola both report their men desti-

tute. In my own the families of the men are really suffering, and it

seriously afl'ects the spirits of the men in the command.
O. S. FERIiY,

Brigadier- General.

Fort Monroe, December 24, 1802.

Brigadier-General Ferry :

I have written to Washington repeatedly in regard to the payment of

the troops. The answer is that after tljc 1st of January they will be

paid up to November 1.

^^^^ ^ ^^^^
Major-General.
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General Orders, ) War Department, Adjt. Gen.'s Office,
No. 214. )

Washington, December 24, 1862.

By direction of tbe President the troops in North Carolina will con-

stitute the Eighteenth Army Corps, and Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster is as-

signed to the command.
By order of the Secretary of War:

L. THOMAS,
Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. of the Armt, Adjt. Gen.'s Office,
No. 410. j

Washington, December 24, 1802.

IV. Brig. Gen. I. N. Talmer, U. S. Volunteers, is assigned to duty
with the command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, U. S. Volunteers, Depart-
ment of North Carolina, and will report in person without delay.

By command of Major-General Halleck

:

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

War Department,
Washington, December 25, 1862.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

General Poster left here last evening, and, if not detained by the fog,

will be with yon this forenoon to arrange details. He saw the Com-
missary-General yesterday about rations. The troops sent to Beanfort
should take supplies with them unless he directs differently.

H. W. HALLECK,
General- in- Chief.

Fort Monroe, Va., December 25, 18G2.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief:

As you wished me to make the movement in haste I am getting all

the transportation I can find. The Cahawba arrived this morning from
New York with provisions for Alexandria. She will carry 1,500 troops.
I am transferring her cargo to two river steamers and shall send it

without delay to Alexandria. I have transportation enough for at least
6,000 troops ready. The International, one of the sailing-vessel trans-
ports from New York, got aground on Smith's Island Shoal yesterday.
I sent out a strong tug to her last night. If she can be got off she will
carry 1,000 more troops. General Foster not arrived.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fourth Army Corps,
YorMown, Va., December 25, 18G2.

Col. D. T. Van Buren,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of Virginia, YorJctown, J^a. ;

Colonel : In reply to the circular of December 22, 1862, from Head-
quarters Department of Virginia, I have the honor to report that the
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earthworks at Yorktowu aud Gloucester Poiut have never been author-
itatively uamed. The officers at Gloucester Point, however, have called
the work after myself, Fort Keyes, and I would beg leave to suRgest
lor the work here the name of the major-general commanding tlie de-
partment. May I be informed if these names will be recognized 1
Besides the work at Yorktown and Gloucester the only other work

IS Fort Magruder, about 1^ or 2 miles below Williamsburg, garrisoned
by a company of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry.
The armament of these works is as follows

:

Fort 3Iagruder.—One 24-pounder howitzer, four 12-pounder howitzers
one 6-i)ounder (iron) carriage, one cofiee-mill (Union repeating).
At Yorhtotcn.—mne 8-inch columbiads, fifteen 20-pouuder Parrotts,

one 8-inch siege howitzer, eight 32-pounders, iron (smooth), four 10-inch
mortars, five 12-pounder howitzers (Ijrass), ten 3-inch ordnance guns
(light batteries), two 100-pounder Parrotts, one coffee-mill (Union re-
peating), fourteen 12-pounder brass Napoleons (light batteries), one 42-
pounder, iron (smooth), five 30-pounder Parrotts, one 32-poundercar-
ronade, one 32-pounder (light ship gun), one 10-inch columbiad.
At Gloucester Point.—The only armament consists of one battery (four

guns) of 3-iuch ordnance guns.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. D. KEYES,
Major-General, Commanding Corps.

Hdqks. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Aemy Cobps,
Fort Monroe, F«., December 26, 1862.

His Excellency Abraham Lincoln,
President of the United States :

Sir: In your order authorizing me to permit tlie people of Norfolk
to send to the loyal States the products of their labor the Nansemond
Eiver was not included. Suffolk is at the head of navigation, and the
river is used by us in transporting our supplies to our troops there.

There are oysters, shingles, and other articles on the river belonging

to Northern people as well as to the people of Norfolk, and wanted in

the loyal States. May I ask the extension of my authority to permit

these articles to go North, by a new order from you, that of November
12 not being construed by Admiral Lee to cover these cases.

The Inclosed papers, which I beg to have returned to me, show the

hardship of the cases referred to.* I take the liberty to annex the

order I need for your consideration, aud am, very respectfully, your

obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

[Inclosuro. 1

Executive Mansion.

Ordered, That the order of the 12th of November, in regard to trade

with Norfolk, be extended to Suffolk and the Nansemond Itiver, so far

as the commander of the department shall deem necessary for military

purposes.

• Not found.
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FoET Monroe, Ya., December 26, 1862.

Maj. Geu. H. W. IlAiLECK,
6eneral-in- Chief

:

General Foster left last evening for New Berne. - Tlie troops com-
mence embarking at Yorktown to-day. The transports will be obliged

to return from Beaufort and take another load, as General Foster can
only take 4,000 from the Chowan. The International is lost near
Smith's Island. Her cargo will be saVed. My force fit for duty is less

than 25,000 men. I shall have but 12,000 left. I shall have but 5,000

at Suffolk and 2,500 at Yorktown. On the Blackwater tbere is a large

force, and since Naglee's expedition the rebels have occupied Gloucester

County, and General Keyes writes nie they are menacing Gloucester

Point. Twenty thousand men is the smallest number that can be relied

on to hold Williamsburg, Yorktown, Gloucester, this fort, Norfolk, and
Suffolk. I earnestly request that I may be re-enforced before the troops

for General Foster's command get away. They embrace nearly every
regiment that has been under fire. I lose, also, General*N"aglee and
General Ferry, my only brigadiers who have had any experience in the
field, except General Viele, who cannot at this moment be spared from
Norfolk. I asked for the promotion of Colonel ALford, of the Third
New York Volunteers, to the rank of brigadier. He will be needed at

once. If General Lockwood can be spared from the Eastern Shore of

Virginia I should like to have him. My new troops need experienced
generals.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Suffolk, BecemheriQG, 1862.

Major-Geueral Dix, Fort Monroe:

There are reported for duty this morning in my brigade, 3,324; in
Spinola's, 3,411 ; in Gibbs' (including 250 of Wessells' men), 3,057.
Hence it appears that by adding one regiment to either of the bri-

gades the 7,000 ordered will take but two brigades. Which two shall
I send ? Please answer soon as possible.

O. S. FEEEY,
Brigadier- General.

FoET MoNEOE, December 26, 1862.
Brigadier-General Feeey :

Take Spinola's and add to it a regiment of 600 men, and put Wes-
sells' men in your brigade. Naglee lias many sick, and I must take
7,500 from your command.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Special Oedees, ) Hdqes. of '/he Aemt, Adjt. Gen.'s Office,
No. 414.

j
Washington, December 20, 1802.

VI. Brig. Gen. H. D. Terry, U. S. Volunteers, will report for duty to
Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. Volunteers, Fort JMonroe, Va.
By command of Major-General Halleck

:

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- General,
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Suffolk, December 27, 1862.

Major-General Dix:

Eeports are reacliiug me from Carrsville and Wiudsor of the appear-
ance of the enemy in force on this side the river. I have sent out
scouting parties with orders to report as rapidly as possible.

O. S. FEKEY,
Brigadier-General.

Headquaktees Eighteenth Aemy Corps,
New Berne, N. C, Becemher 27, 18C2.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French,
Gomdg. Bept. of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va.:

General : Your favor of [13thj instant I received to-day. I most
fully agree with you that war is most horrible in the misery and ruin it

must cause, even when carried on according to the acknowledged rides
of Christian nations, and therefore beg to call your attention to and ask
if it was by your approval that in the recent attack on Plymouth many
bouses and other buildings were tired, and to that extent families ruined
and rendered homeless ; that only want of time prevented other damage
being done. I would also call your attention to the case of Mrs. Phelps,
who was shot dead by a Confederate soldier. Oii occupying the town
of Kinston recently the streets were found in many cases full of burning
cotton, naval stores, &c., a destruction of property which I do not know
your approval or disapproval of. The etfect was that one house was set

on lire, and that it was only by the greatest effort of oflicers and soldiers

that a large portion of the town was saved from destruction.

Trusting that by our united efforts the war within our departments
maj- be robbed of some of its horrors, I am, general, very respectfully,

your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTEE,
Major- General, Commanding.

Hdqes. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Ta., Becember 29, 1802.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster,
Commanding Department of North Carolina

:

General : Four thousand troops left Suffolk yesterday morning for

Winfield ; they will arrive to-day. Four thousand live hundred left and

will leave within twenty-four hours, commencing at sunset last evening,

by water. The remaining 3,500 will be sent as rapidly as transports

arrive—part to-morrow and the rest, I think, by the 2d of January ;
per-

haps before. 1 send you every old regiment I have except one, which

is in this fort.

One hundred tons ammunition leave to-morrow for Beaufort. Two
thousand shovels and spades and the sand-bags are here and will go

with the ammunition. Part of the wagons and ambulances go with the

troops ; the rest will bo sent in time.

1 believe nothing has been left undone. The bearer will receive any
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comniiimls you uiay have for Wasliiiigtoii or ma. Let me know if I ciiu

do aiiythiug bere.
• Wishiug you a success equal to that at GoldsborougL, 1 aui, respect-
fuUv and truly, yours,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major General.

P. S.—1 fouud a change iu the troops at Suffolk uecessary. You will

get—
1. Ferry's biigaje, iiicliiding 300 of WesBells' uieu 3,600
y. Spiiiola's brigado 4,000
3. Naglee's brigade 4,080
4. ludepeudent Battaliou, New York 250

11,930

Some coDvalesceuts will carry the uumber, I think, above 12,000.

Fort Monroe, Va., December 2d, 1862.

Maj. Gen. 11. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief:

General Foster's arrangement with me was to have everything in
North Carolina by the 4th proximo, before which day he could not be
ready to land and prepare the troops to march. The day for marching
was fixed for the 8th. I think it proper to advise you of these arrange-
ments and of what I have done. 1 have just sent a special messenger
to him with the following information

:

Four tliousand troops left Suffolk for Chowan River yesterday moruiug ; 4,500 left
and to leave by water yesterday aud to-day ; reinaiuing 3,500 leave as fast as trans-
ports arrive—part to-morrow and tbe rest by January 2 at farthest. One hundred
tons ammunition, 2,000 spades and shovels, and 10,000 sand-bags leave to-morrow.
Part of wagons and ambulances go with troops ; the rest in time.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- Ge7ierul.

Fort Monroe, Va., December 29, 18(>2.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief :

Colonel Gibbs was sent out early yesterday morning toward the Black-
water to occupy the attention of the enemy while a force of 4,000 men
for General Foster went down to the Chowan. The colonel fell in with
the enemy's scouts a short distance from our pickets, drove them, and
captured 0. They report Pryor 4 miles on this side of the Blackwater
w'lth two brigades of infantry, two regiments of cavalry, and nine pieces
of artillery. I send Corcoran's brigade from Newjjort News to Suffolk
to-day. General Ferry will leave Suffolk with 3,500 men as fastas trans-
portation can be furnished, commencing this evening. The Fourth Del-
aware and One hundred and fifteenth New York have arrived at York-
town, where my infantry was reduced to 1,700 by the withdrawal of
Naglee s brigade. Two or three good regiments in addition to those I
have would enable me to drive Pryor across the Blackwater, unless he
IS re-enforced. To give success to General Foster's movements 1 beg
tP suggest that General Bumside should press the enemy iucessantly

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General,
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Washington, D. C, December 30, 18G2.

Miijor-General Btjenside, Falmouth:
General Dix telegraphs that in order to succeed in Lis own and Fos-

ter's operations it will be necessary that you occupy and press the
enemy so as to prevent large detachments.

H. W. HALLEGK,
General-in- Chief.

FoET MoNEOE, Va., December 30, 1862.

Maj. Gen. H. W. ^allege,
General-in- GhieX

:

When I telegraphed you iu regard to my force I had before me the
last return from Suffolk, which did not embrace the four last-arrived
Pennsylvania regiments, so that after sending 12,000 men to Foster my
aggregate for duty was 15,500 instead of 12,000. The addition of the
Fourth Delaware and One hundred and fifteenth New York, now here,
gives me an effective force of 10,900.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Decembee 30, 1862.
Major-General Drs, Fort Monroe :

The ship at Norfolk draws 14J feet of water. No vessel drawing
more than 9 feet can enter the harbor of my destination. The captain
of the ship has sealed orders and no other. I fear he will carry my
regiment away from its destination. My men have but three days' ra-

tions from this morning. If the vessel is to sail, much more will be
needed ; if to be towed by steam-tugs, they will still require more than
they have.

O. S. FEEEY,
Brigadier- General.

Decembee 30, 1802.

Major-General Dix, Fortress Monroe

:

I have turned over the command of this post to General Corcoran,

who ranks me. I have sent the Sixty-seventh Ohio Eegimeut, 610 men,

and the convalescent sick, and officers of the quartermaster's depart-

ment of Spinola's brigade, numbering in all nearly 200 more, together

with the ammunition and camp and garrison equipage of the Sixty-sev-

enth Ohio, to Norfolk this morning to embark on the transport expected

there this morning according to your dispatch of yesterday. When can

I expect more transports, and how many?
O. S. FEEEY,

Brigadier- General.

Headquaetees Eighteenth Aemy Coeps,
New Berne, N. C., December 31, 1862.

Maj. Gen. S. G. Feenoh,
Gomdg. Department of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va.

:

Geneeal : I have the honor to inclose copy of a letter addressed to me
by His Excellency Edward Stanly, Military Governor of North Caro-

32 E u—vol. xvxii
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liuii. Tlie letter explaius itself, and I have merely to request an answer
from you whether the acts complained of by the Governor have your

sanction ; and whether, as he desires to know, the negroes mentioned
will be returned to their master? I also beg leave to inclose a slip from

rlie Raleigh Standard in relation to the prisoners recently paroled and
released by me at Kinston and other places between here and Golds-

borough, and request to know whether these men are compelled to per-

form the duties therein stated contrary to their parole of honor. Some
time during the latter part of November Surgeon' Hunt, post surgeon

at Washington, N. C, while taking a ride outside of our lines, was fired

upon by parties in ambush and killed immediately. His person was
rifled, and, among other things, a watch was taken from hira which his

relatives are very anxious to obtain possession of. ' If it is within your

power will you please have this watch returned 1

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTEK,
Major- General, Commanding.

[Inclosure.}

Department of North Carolina,
Neic Berne, N. C, Decernber 29, 1802.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster,
Commanding, &c. :

General : I have been informed that a portion of the forces of the

enemies of the United States recently invaded the county of Washing-
ton and, among other depredations committed upon innocent citizens,

they seized and carried away against their consent and against the

consent of their owners a large number of slaves. From the home of

Mr. M. Bowen they took away several of his negroes who had been
faithful to him, and whom he protected and humanely supported. This
outrage has not the defense attempted for the African slave trade, '• that
it brought uncivilized beings under the influence of Christianity and
civilization." This robbery takes civilized beings from their families
and homes ; it deprives a kind master of his property and punishes
slaves for their fidelity to him. I cannot believe the good people of
North Carolina will justify such conduct. To the barbarous and will-

ful burning of the town of Plymouth by the enemy your attention has
already been called, and of that nothing more need be said. As the
voice of civil authority outside of our lines has do longer any potency,
I solicit your intervention with those commanding the forces of the
so-called Confederate States, that we may ascertain by what rules this
war is to be conducted, and whether those negroes to whom I have
referred are to be delivered up to those to whom their services may be
due.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

ED. STANLY,
Military Governor, iS;c,
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Abstractfrom Eetum of theDepartment of Virginia, Maj. Gen. John A. Dix commanding,
for the month ofDecember, Iti&l (Jieadquartera Fort Monroe, Fa.).

Command.

Present for
duty.

ttrv

as

a g
- S

ap-g
<P t^

J^orJ Jfonroe, Vo.—Hi^. Gen. J. A. Dix and staff.
Fort Monroe.—CoL S. M. Alford :

3d Ne-w York Infantry
Attached garrison

Camp SamiXton.—CoL A. Conk

:

139th Now York Infantiy
Two batteries and three companies artUleiy
One company cavalry

iVor/ott, Ya.—Brig. Gen. E. L. Viele and staff.
Infantry
Artillery
Cavalry

Sujfolk, Ya.—Major-General Peck andstaff
Brigadier-General Corcoran's brigade _

Col. K. .S. Foster, First Frovi8ion.il Brigade
CoLA.Gibb3. Second Provisional Brigade
Lient D. J. Bailey, detachment Company I, Ninety,
ninth New York Infantry.

Brigadier-General Ferry's brigade
Brigadier-General Wessells' brigade
Brigadier-General Spinola's brigade
Cavalry
Artillery

YorlUmtm.—Maj. Gen. £. D. Eeyes and staff.

Infantry
Artillery
Cavalry

8

043

33
16
2
6

128
3
1
«

124
173

704
455
75

2,679
131
39

3,168
1,906

50

20

27

817
637
84
6

3,093
150
65
6

2,952
3,830
2,430

67

20

27

854
669
86
7

8,487
195

3,060
4,672
2,870

59

872
433
85
8

3,520
199
82
7

1,979

64
10
10

182
18
36

3,175
403
843

2,097
456
10

3,819
478

1,064

2,169
404
10

4,568
674

1,162

59

3,723
3,959
1,792
2,188

517
10

5,933
686

1,180

Grand total. 945 18,759 22, 787 25,898 28,109

4
18

STJMILARY.

General, and staff officer8,'&o
Infantry
Artillery
Cavalry

Total

756
47
103

14,845
1,386
2,626

42
17, 807
1,648
3,290

22,787

45
20, 296
2,069
3,498

25, 898

45
22,667
1,862
3, 535

28, 109

C4
4

NOTB.—Brigadier-Generals Ferry, "WessellB, and Spioola, with their respective brigades, were trans-

ferred to the Department of North Carolina, and the following regiments were added to the force at

Suffolk: One hundred and sixty-fifth. One hundred and sixty-sixth. One hundred and sixty-seventh,

One hundred and sixty-eighth. One hundred and fifty-eighth, One hundred and seventy-first. One hun-

dred and seventy-fourth. One hundred and seventy-fifth. One hundred and seventy-sixth. One hundred

and seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Militia, and One hundred and fifty elEhth Now York Voluntoors.

Brigadier-General Naglee'^s brigade transferred to Department of North Carolina, and replaced by
the One hundred and sixty-ninth. One hundred and seventy-second. One hundred and seventy-eighth.

One hundred and seventy-ninth Pennsylvania MiUtia, One hundred and fifteenth New York Volun-

teors, and the Fourth Delaware.
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Abstract from Moil thhj lielurn of flw Department of North Carolina, Mai. Gen. John 0.
Foster commanding, for thcmonlliof JJecemher, 186a {headquarters New 'Uernc, N. C).

CommaDd.

Eighteenth Army Corps (Maj. God. J. G. Foatcr).
First Division (lii-i<i. Gou. II. W. WessellsJ
Nafzlee'a brijrade
Beckman's brigade
Amor\'8 brigs^Ie
Lee'a brigade
Artillei-y

Cavalry (Mix's)

Total

-

Present for
duty.

201
l<Xi

96
120
108
58
43

3, 096
3,700
2, 236
2,850
2,802
1,400
658

17,642

5,902
4,380
2,847
3, 510

3,520
1,733
860

21, 917

bind

15
7,087
5,802
3,759
3,083
3,879
2, 230

930

27, 385

a o
a, h

3,226

3, 800
3,851
3,908
2,175

939

17, 959

Organization of troops in the Department of North Carolina [Eighteenth
Army Corps), Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, V. S. Army, commanding, Decem-
ber 31, 1802.*

FIBST DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Henry W. Wessells.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Lewis C. Hunt.

85tli New York, Lieut. Col. A. J. WeU-
man.

92d New York, Lieut. Col. Hiram An-
derson, jr.

96tli New York, Capt. George W. Hinds.
Both Pennsylvania, Col. J. B. Howell.
101st Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. D. M. Ar-

mor.
103d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. W. C.

Maxwell.

Second Brigade.

Col. Thomas G. Stevekson.

lOtli Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Robert Leg-
gett.

24tli Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. F. A. Os-
born.

44tli Massachusetts, Col. F. L. Lee.
5th Rhode Island, Maj. George W. Tew.

VNATTAOBED.

Amory's Brigade.

Col. T. J. C. Amoky.

17th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. J. F. Fel-
lows.

43d Massachusetts, Col. C. L.Holbrook.
45th Massachusetts, Col. C. R. Codman.
5l8t Massachusetts, Col. A. B. R. Sprague.

Lee's Brigade.

Col. H. C. Lee.

5th Massachusetts, Col. George H. Poir-
son.

25tli Massachusetts, Maj. Josiah Pickett.
a7th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Luke Ly-

man.
46th Massachusetts, Col. George Bowler.

The division and unattached brigades wore organized and the commanders as-

Tu"°, o7-„
^ i?,""'*''^!^^

Orders, No. 84, Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, December
28, 180a. Ihe regimental commanders in First Division are given as stated in that
order. "
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Heckman's Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Charles A. Heckman.

3d Massachusetts, Col. Silas P. Rich-
nioud.

8th Massachusetts, Col. Fred. J. CoiBii.
23d Massachusetts, Maj. John G. Cham-

bers.

9th New Jersey, Maj. Ahram Zahriskie.

Artillery.

Brig. Gen. James H. Ledlie.

3d New York (eleven companies), Maj.
H. M. Stone.

23d New York Battery, Capt. A. E.iusom.
24th New Yorlc Batteiy, Capt. J. E. Leo.
1st Rhode Island, Battery F, Capt. J.

Belgcr.
Ist U. S., Battery C, Lieut. C. Hook.

OAVALltT.

Third New York, Col. S. H. Mix.

DETACHMENT FOUltTH AliMT COUPS.

Naglee's Brigade.''

Brig. Gen. Henry M. Naglke.

11th Maine, Col. H. M. Plaisted.
Stith NewYork, Lieut. Col. J. J. Wheeler.
aist New York, Col. J. J. De Forest.
'.iMth New York, Col. Charles Durkee.
100th Now York, Col. George B. Dandy.

ludepcndent Now York Battalion, Lieut.
Col. Felix Comfort.

ri2d IVuns.vlvaiiia, Col. John C. Dodge.
104th I'cnn.svlvani.a, Lieut. Col. T. D.

Hart.

Headquarters First Brigade,
Morehead City, N. C, January 1, 1SC3.

Lient. Col. D. T. Van Bxtren, Fortress Monroe :

Colonel : I would respectfully report the arrival at this port of the
steamer Cahawba, with the Eleventh Maine and Ninety-eighth New
York. We found entering the harbor just before us the Kennebec,
with the Eighty first New York, and that the Belvidere had discharged
the One hundredth New York. Off Hatteras we parted our hawser and
left the ship Montebello. Soon thereafter the wind shifted to the west
and afterward to the northwest, which will insure her promiJt arrival.
The two monitors behaved admirably, and although wc had quite a
heavy blow they stood it with no apparent difficulty. At daylight of
the 3l8t, when we saw them last, the storm had abated and the indica-

tions were all very favorable.

I have to report to General Foster at 1 p. m.
Very respectfully, &c.,

HENRY M. NAGLEE,
Brigadier- General.

Fort Monroe, Va., January 1, 18C3.

General Viele, Norfolk

:

I learn that a leading citizen of Norfolk has been trying to incite the

soldiers of the Ninety-ninth New York to murder negroes. If there is

such a feeling existing the procession which is to take place to-day

must be watched and, if necessary, stopped, not only on account of the

feeling referred to but for the security of the negroes themselves.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-Oeneral.

* First Brigade, Peck's division.
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NoEPOLK, January 1, 1863.

Major-General Dii

:

I have taken every precaution to prevent disturbances to-day. I

know the procession will be a source of deep mortification to the inso-

lent secessionists here, but I have not felt like pleasing them by stop-

ping it. It will be certainly very harmless as far as the negroes are

concerned. If I knew the name of the person you refer to I would ar-

rest him.
EGBEET L, YIELE,

Brigadier- General.

NoEFOLK, Janva/ry 1, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

The procession passed off without any disturbance. There were about

4,000 persons in it.

EGBEET L. VIELE,
Brigadier- General.

FOET MONEOE, YA.,
January 2, 1863—4 p. m.

Major-General Hallege, General-in-Chief, and
General M. 0. Meigs, Quartermaster- General

:

I have been exceedingly unlucky in regard to transports for troops

to North Carolina. The New Tork and Georgia, after being loaded,

were given up as unseaworthy. The Belvidere returned from Beaufort
the day before yesterday for a second load, broken down, and has gone
to Baltimore for repairs. The Connecticut was loaded with wagons
and horses, and came down from Yorktown this morning, but her crew
refused to go to sea. On examination she also proves unseaworthy,
and I am now trying to get the John Brooks to take them. She has
just arrived for service at Washington, and her captain objects to going
to sea, as her boilers are on her guards. The weather is very flue and
I think she will go. In that case the Connecticut will take lier place at
Washington. Ten thousand troops have gone ; there are 2,000 to go.
The Cahawba should have been back last night with a transport sailing-

vessel in tow. If they get in to-night there will be time to meet General
Foster's arrangements. I thought you ought to know the insufficiency
of your steamboats for emergencies.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Hdqes. Dept. op Yieglnla, Seventh Aemy Coeps,
Fort Monroe, January 3, 1863.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster,
Commanding Department of North Carolina :

General : We have been very unfortunate in transports. We have
had to unload two, and two others returned here from Beaufort brok(>n
down. To-night I send you 1,001) men in the Cahawba; to-morrow, 800
lu the Expounder. There will be but 100 or 200 left; these I expect to
send to-morrow night.
The aggregate force I have set apart for you is 14,000. You will

have 12,000 effectives. I retain tlie sick.



Cdap.xxx.] CORKESPONDENCE, etc.—UNION. 603

I believe everything has been done that was possible. If our trans-
ports had not failed every man would have been with you to-day. As
it is, the last will only be two days behind.

Wishing you every success, I am, yours, truly,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Qencral.

TJNOFFICIAi.J HdqKS. DePT. OP ViEOINIA, SEVENTH A. C,
Fort Monroe. January 3, 1863.

[Major-Greneral Haxlbck:]
My Deae General : When I came here I undertook to examine all

cases of disloyalty and misdemeanors of all sorts, but I was compelled
to give it up. To relieve myself of this labor, impossible for me to
perform, I appointed a provost judge, who has tried all such cases and
sentenced to punishment. All capital cases have been referred to mil-
itary commissions. Those which have been brought before him are
cases of theft, rioting, &c. The criminals were both black and white.
The highest penalty he has ever inflicted is imprisonment for sixty
days. My authority to issue such an order has been questioned. To
me it seems very clear. There is no civil magistrate in this county, or,

indeed, in any part of the territory constituting my department. 1

should be glad, if I am right, to be fortified by your opinion, which I

only ask for my own satisfaction. A single word in reply will oblige me.
I am, dear sir, truly, yours,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

[InclosTire.]

General Orders, ) Headquarters Army Corps,
No. 6. S Fort Monroe, Va., June 27, 18G2.

Capt. John A. Bolles, aide-de-camp, is hereby appointed provost judge,
and as such authorized and ordered to hold a court for the trial of all

cases, civil and criminal (not military), that may arise within the limits

of this command and be brought before him, under such rules and regu-

lations as he may establish ; said court to be held at sncli times and
places within this command as he maj^ designate.

Captain Bolles will appoint one or more provost clerks, whose duty
it will be, under his direction, to issue all orders, writs, and processes

requisite to the prompt and efficient administration of justice, and also

to preserve full and accurate records of the proceedings of said court.

The several jirovost-marshals and their deputies to whom such orders,

writs, and processes are directed will execute the same, without delay,

in accordance with the precepts therein contained, and the same will be
respected and obeyed as orders from these headquarters.

Full authority is given to Captain Bolles as provost judge to hear and
try all causes, civil and criminal (not military), which may come before

him, and to determine and decide the same as far as may be conforma-

ble with the established laws of the United States aud of the several

States applicable thereto, and where such laws are not applicable or

are not sufficient for the ends of justice, according to his best judgment
and understanding of the principles of justice, equity, and good con-

science, subject in all cases to appeal from his decisions to the major-

general of the army corps.

By command of Major-General Dix

:

D. T. VAN BUREN,
Assistant-Adjutant- Genera I.
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Fort Monroe, Va., January 3, 1803.

M. C. Meigs, Quartermaster-General

:

The Expounder has just returned in good order and leaves again to-

morrow. If I can have the Spaulding by to-morrow night I can close

ui) in time for General Foster, leaving nothing undone. The storm

which destroyed the monitor and crippled two of our steamers took two

of our sailing-vessel transports from their tugs. One was recovered

and the other is no doubt safe. Over 10,000 troops have reached their

destination. One thousand go to-morrow morning and 800 to-morrow

'^'^^^- '

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Suffolk, January 3, 1863.

Major-General T>\X, Fort Monroe

:

Ferry reports an increase of field artillery on the Blackwater to four

full batteries. He says they have a shot-proof battery of two heavy

guns at Franklin, made of railroad iron ; also a four-gun work at Black-

water Bridge, on each side of the river, from which point they can flank

and threaten our columns moving on Franklin or Zuni. Have you any

sand-bags to spare for our works t

^^^^ _^ ^^^^^
Major-Oeneral.

Fort Monroe, January 4, 1863.

Major-General Peck, Suffolk

:

General Foster's transports are at Winfield. If it is thought best let

the rest of the troops march there with three days' rations. If not, send

down one or two companies of cavalry with an order to the transports

to return to New Berne. In the latter case advise me, that I may send

a topographical officer to take some notes.
^ ^ JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Suffolk, January 4, 18G3.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe :

After consultation, Ferry will march in the morning to the point indi-

cated in your telegram. I deem it best to send a squadron along. Will

send more women [cavalry?] if you think best.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Fort Monroe, January 4, 1863.

Major-General Peck, Suffollc:

I think a sqiiadi'on enough. You are the best judge from the infor-

mation you possess. General Foster passed through here to-day to

Washington, and will be at New Berne on Wednesday night. He says

the road to Winfield is not through Gatesville, but through Sunbury
and Mintonsville. ********

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

"Some inatters of (Uitail oniittetl.
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FoET MoNEOE, January 4, 1863.
Major-General Peck, Suffolk:

How many men Lave been sent from Suffolk, including Spinola's com-
mand, whicli marched to the Chowan, and the Fifty-eighth Peunsyl-
Tania, which went to Norfolk this morning ?

JOHN A. DIX,
Ma^or- General.

Suffolk, January 4, 18C3.
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe

:

Six thousand seven hundred and four have gone, independent of Wes-
sells; 1,200 to go.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTEES ElGHTEBNTn AEMY COEPS,
New Berne, N. C, January 5, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Commanding Department of Virginia :

Geneeal: Your dispatch to Major-General Foster, who is absent,

was delivered this 10 a. m.
The troops referred to by you, "Naglee's brigade," have aU arrived,

the only loss being one mule that jumped overboard on the night of the

storm of December 30. Of General Perry's brigade, the One hundred
and seventy-fourth Pennsylvania and the Sixty-second Ohio have ar-

rived. The Passaic, although badly strained, is under repair, and the

prospects of rendering her immediately ^serviceable are entirely satis-

factory.

The Montank. arrived off the harbor of Beaufort yesterday morning,

when the coast pilot, in foolishly attempting to enter, ran aground upon

the outer bar. I am most happy to advise you that the vessel floated

as the tide flooded and came in without harm, having made the voyage

in the most satisfactory manner.
I am, truly, yours,

HENEY M. NAGLEE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Suffolk, January 7, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

General Ferry is at Holly Springs, near Winfleld. No transports

are there, and he is out of rations, which I am sending him. The trans-

ports sailed for New Berne Monday. What shall he do ?

Major-General.

Weldon, N. C, January 7 fO], 1863.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Fostee, U. S. A.,

Comdg. Mghtemth Army Corps, New Berne, N. C.

:

Geneeal : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-

munication of the 31st ultimo and a copy of a letter addressed to yon

by Edward Stanly, who signs himself Military Governor of North Car
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olina. In relation to prisoners of war -when they have been paroled 1

can say that never to my knowledge have they been, nor have I ever
heard of their having been, employed in the performance of any duty
for tbe Government. As my Government has so faithfully respected
tbe parole of prisoners I am the more astonished that you should have
brought a merely hearsay rumor that came to the ears of the editor of

tbe lialeigh Standard to my notice, when an order was issued from the
War Department of the United States requiring, as I remember, paroled
prisoners to instruct recruits, garrison fortresses in the rear of the army,
and guard prisoners. While our press—as the extract you send me
shows—would denounce such violations of a parole of honor, I have
seen yours teeming with the demand that the pirisoners you have cap-

tured and paroled should be sent to Minnesota to repel thfe Indians then
at war with your people. Tou ask me to answer whether the acts coin-

plained of by Governor Stanly have my sanction, " and whether, as he
desires to know, the negroes mentioned will be returned to their mas-
ter!" His allegation is that our forces recently invaded the county of

Washington and, among other depredations committed upon innocent
citizens, we seized, carried away, against the consent of their owners, a
large number of slaves ; that from the house of Mr. M. Bowen we took
away several of his negroes who had been faithful to him and whom he
protected and humanely supported ; that this outrage has not the de-

fense attempted for the African slave trade—" that it brought uncivilized
beings under the influence of Christianity and civilization ; " that this

robbery takes civilized beings from their families and homes ; it de-
])rive8 a kind master of his property and punishes slaves for their
fidelity to him. It is true our forces did invade the county of Wash-
ington, and the ofiicer in command did report to me that he brought
out with him some negroes. _ Mr. Stauly is a representative of the
United States Government, and I take it for granted speaks by au-
thority, and if it be the determination of your Government to deliver
uj) to their owners the 100,000 slaves youhave stolen from their kind
and Immaue masters I am sure my Government will immediately cause
this one little act of "robbery" to be discountenanced and cause the
negroes to be restored, and thus return to their kind masters their
property ; and to this end I will transmit to the proper authority your
communication and Mr. Stanly's letter.

As it is an acknowledged principle among Christian nations to re-
spect private property on land 1 am sure my Government will hail this
as an evidence that hereafter y.ou will cease to deprive private citizens
of their private property. I deplore as much as Mr. Stanly does this
taking ol civilized beings from their families and homes and depriving
owners of their property, and I would it were the only robbery of the
kind that has occurred ; but so many have been committed by the forces
of the United States that it is now regarded as legitimate and proper,
"fit and necessary war measure." As Mr. Stanly says the voice of civil
authority outside your lines has no longer any'pot'cncy, you may rest
assured I will do all in my power to have those negroes delivered up to
those to whom their services may be due, and will in every way dis-
countenance and forbid negro stealing, and in this I am sure both you
and the good people of North Carolina will justify me.

I do not think the towiR)f Plymouth was barbarously and willfully
birmed, but, as reported to me, a house was fired in which your troops
made a stand and from which they fired on our troops. Such things
wdl happen in war, and often for no cause except the spirit of destruc-
tion, as seen on the banks of the Mississippi, the Potomac, Roanoke,
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Rappahannock, and the James Eivers, where cities, towns, and private
residences, as a rule, have been burned or battered down by your land
and naval forces.

I regret very much that in this street fight a woman was killed. It
was first brought to my knowledge by a letter which was received lioiii

you, and it should be regretted that accidents of the same kind occurrcid
from the batteries of General Burnside when they opened on the city of
Fredericksburg.
Surgeon Hunt was riding with a party of soldiers when he was killed,

and in the oificial report tx) me he was called and beUeved to be a lieu-
tenant in command of a scouting party. I wiU at once, general, write
to the captain of the company to which the attacking force belonged
and do all in my power to find the watch, and if successful will send it

to you that you may place it in the hands of his relatives.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. G. FRENCH,
Major- Getieral, Commanding.

Fort Monroe, January 7, 1863.
Major-General Peok, Suffolk:

General Foster is here and is leaving for New Berne. Will send the
transports back immediately. The oflQcer in charge was to have awaited
your orders. I fear they cannot be back tUl Saturday. If you cannot
keep Ferry supplied with rations he must forage on the country. Send
him a courier. It may be necessary to keep the enemy's attention oc-

cupied in the direction of Franklin so that Ferry may not be molested.
I expect to send you more troops shortly. Eosecrans' victory is com
plete.

JOHN A. DIX,.
Major- General.

Suffolk, January 8, 1863.

Major-General Drx:

Spear was still near Holland's at 6 p. m., and reports a very large force

of the enemy going down toward Windsor to-day.

JOECN J. PEOK,
Major-General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Hampton Boads, Va., January 8, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A^
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe:

General : I have to acquaint you with the fact that I was prevented
from entering the gate in front of headquarters this evening by the sen-

tinel on post there. I complain not of the sentinel, but of the order un-

der which he represented that he acted after I had announced my name
and station.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. LEE,
A ctg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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Fort Monroe, Va., Jantuiry 9, 1863.

Maj. Gen. H. W. IlAiLECK,
General'in- Chief:

The enemy appeared yesterday in cojisiderable force on this side of

the Blackwater, and has been attacking our pickets about 12 miles from
Suffolk with all arms since morning. The Kichmond papers mention
that a large number of our troops have been withdrawn and sent to

North Carolina, and it would not be surprising if the enemy should con-

centrate a heavy force and attack us, unless the Army of the Potomac
can keep him busy.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Fort Monroe, Va., January 9, 1803.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Hat.leck,
General-in-Chief:

The One hundred and fifteenth New York, which you sent mc last

week, is ordered to the Department of the South by Secretary of War,
for burning the barracks at Chicago.* The regiment is at Yorktown,
where I am weak, and I do not wish to take any troops from Suffolk to

supply its place. Can you not send me another regiment ?

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General, Commanding.

New Berne, N. C, January 9, 1SG3.

Lieut. Col. SouTnARD Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General., Eighteenth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to submit to you the report of Maj. George
W. Cole, of this regiment, of a reconnaissance made by him toward
Core Creek ; also in regard to the alarm at our picket station at the
brick-yard, near railroad bridge, on the evening of the 7th instant.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
SIMON H. MIX,

Colonel, Commanding Third New York Volunteer Cavalry.

[Inclosures. 1

New Berne, January 8, 1863.

Col. S. H. Mix,
Commanding Third Neic Yorlc Volunteer Cavalry

:

Colonel : I have the honor to report having obeyed the order and
proceeded to the fork of the Dover and Neuse roads. I sent detach-
ments to the bridges on Core Creek, and also to Street's Ferry. Lieu-
tenant Hall, of Company G, went within 30 feet of the bridge on the
Dover road, learning tTiat a company of Whitford's were holding tlie

rifle-pits beyond and wcie daily coming across—several yesterday.
Captain Pierce went within 300 yards, or near it, of the bridge on the

Neuse road ; found no pickets in sight, but learned that Captain Avi-
rett, of Alabama, with about 90 men, was holding the pits on the Neuse,
and that some 20 of his men were passing the road a few hours before,

* Cipher.
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SergesiDt Garrott, with a squad of men, weut to Street's Ferry and ex-
cbaij.ned thirty or forty shots across the river with some of the enemy
posted there. He also burned a picket station on this side of the river
but destroyed no boats. Meanwhile I thoroughly scoured the country
on the right of the railroad, from Core Creek to Batchelder's, finding
none of the enemy or any sign of their being encampeiL Having accom-
plished the order, and having no forage to last over night, I marched
(after feeding at the bridge) my command to their respective camps,
where they are at 5 p. ni. this day in excellent condition. I believe
from what I can learn there are less than 500 of the enemy holding
the country at and beyond Core Creek. Found the roads beyond
Batchelder's Creek very good, but this side very bad indeed,

liespectfully,

GEO. W. COLE,
Major, Third Neic York Volunteer Cavalry.

Nevt Beene, January 9, [1803.]
Col. S. H. Mix,

Commanding Third New Yorlc Volunteer Cavalry:

Colonel,: 1 have the honor to report, in obedience to orders, in

regard to the alarm at the brick-yard picket camp near railroad bridge,

in charge of Captain Doane, Forty-third Massachusetts Regiment, on
the night of January 7

:

I was with my command at the railroad bridge, and at about 10

o'clock several muskets were fired at the station of Captain Doane,
and messengers sent to fijid the cause stated, through Captain Whytal,
commanding post, that Captain Doane "had seen the enemy"—saw
bayonets glisten; they were coming out in the open field—and that

Captain Doane requested the cavalry sent down, &c. Having been
consulted by Captain Whytal in regard to firing the monitor, I thought
it not worth while, but he, knowing the parties, must judge. Presently

I heard her four shots ; one shell exploded. I then sent Lieutenant

Sheldon, Company K, Third New York Cavalry, and Captain Pond,

Company M, to make personal examination, and they reported "no
sign of an enemy," as I supposed at first from the character of the

firing ; about thirty or forty shots in all. All was then quiet.

EespectfuUy,
GEO. W. COLE,

, Major, Third New Yorlc Volunteer Cavalry.

FoET MoNEOE, Va., January 10, 1863.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief

:

I have sent the following to General Peck at Sufiblk

:

I havo reliable information from Richmoud that 10,000 infantry, GOO cavalry, and

two batteries of artillery, with from 150 to 200 wagons left Eiclimond on Tuesday last,

crossiu"- the James'River. The wagons woulc] indicate that they were not going far

south °It will be well to set inquiries on foot in the direction of the Blackwator. and

warn Colonel Spear of the possibility of his being assailed by a superior force.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General, Commanding.
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SXTFFGLK, Va., January 10, 1863.
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe:

Eeports from the front state the enemy's force in the region of Wind-
sor at 6,000, with six pieces—probably from four to six. Spear ad-
vanced so far toward Somerton yesterday that he could not possibly
get to the position indicated until ten or twelve hours after the time.

He must now be near Windsor with 4,000, and ten pieces.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Newport News, Va., January 10, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

General : Your reply to my communication of Thursday evening
was received yesterday, and I am very much gratified by the kind terms
in which you express your regret at the occurrence referred to.

1 desire to thank you for referring to me the letter of the master of
the steamer Champion on the 31st ultimo, and to state that Commander
Foxhall A. Parker, senior naval officer in York River and vicinity, re-

ported to me in reply to my inquiries with regard to the supposed
violation of the blockade at Mob Jack Bay, as observed by Captain
Low, that vessels in heavy weather or when wind-bound have been
accustomed to make a harbor of that bay under the protection of the
guns of the United States steamer Crusader. Hence probably the error
of Captain Low. Commander Parker is confident from his knowledge
of the blockade in that vicinity that nothing larger than a canoe has
succeeded in running that blockade since November 19, and even then
under favor of night or thick weather.

I will always be glad to hear of any attempt to evade or violate the
blockade. In this spirit I beg to inform you that the ofBcer command-
ing the United States steamer Stepping Stones reported to me under
date of the 3d as follows

:

The most popular route for trauBportation of goods and iuformation from Norfolk
and Portsmouth appears to be by the Dismal Swamp road and Chowan, and by this
route a surprising quantity of goods are smuggled into the enemy's lines.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. RearAdmiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Stjfpolk, Va., January 10, 1863.
Major-General Dix:

General Pryor is in command. We have captured messengers with
a dispatch for him from Franklin, informing him that a column of 6,000
was approaching, referring to our moves yesterday.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

,, . ^ , _ Suffolk, Ya., January 10, 1863.
Major-General Drx:
The following is correct : Pryor has on this side 14 pieces, 7,000 infan-

try, and 1,500 cavalry. He crossed at Franklin, learning that we were
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niovintr there with about the same force. He told his friends that he
would be in Suffolk by the middle of the week.
Those batteries ought to be here at once. When may I look for them ?

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., January 10, 18C3.
Major-General Dix,

Seventh Army Corps

:

Our main column reached Windsor about 11 a. m. and has been joined
by a portion of New York Mounted Eifles by way of Providence Church.
The enemy falling back ; our troops in pursuit.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

War Department,
Washington, January 10, 1863.

Major-General Burnslde, Falmouth, Va. :

General Dix reports that a large force of the enemy has crossed the
Blackwater and attacked his pickets at Suftolk.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Fort Monroe, Va.,
January 11, 1863—7.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief:

Major-General Foster desires me to say that he requires the ser^'^ces

of a company of Sappers and Miners, regulars, if possible, and wheu
ready to embark, if it is not generally known where they are destined,

he would like to have them sent to Beaufort to report to the command-
ing officer for orders.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Fort Monroe, Va.,
January 11, 1863---8 p. m.

M. C MeiCtS, Quartermaster-General :

Major-General Foster desires me to say that on consultation with Ad-
miral Lee it was found that the naval vessels would be fuUy occupied

in towing the monitors, and that they could not be relied on for the

transportation of troops. He had therefore requested Colonel Thomas
ofiQcially to take up any transportation he thought proper to replace

the navy transports, and it would have your safnction. He says he will

require 20,000 sand-bags and 2,000 shovels and spades in additidn to

those sent to him. He wishes them sent to the quartermaster or com-

manding officer at Beaufort.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.
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Suffolk, January 11, 1803.

Maj. Geii. Joun A. Dix, Fort Monroe:

A Union man, who skives information from the Bhiclcwatcr, says that
Pryor had 12,000 aiid that another general was with him. The im-
pression is that he designed an at^ick here at night, when a portion
was absent. Our line is, by survey, over 9 miles.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Special Orders,
\

Hdqrs. Eighteenth Army Corps,
No. 11. S Neto Borne, January 11, 1863.
* # ^F ^F # * #

III. General Naglee, commanding Second Division, will take the nec-

essary steps to have his command prepared to move. The division will

proceed to Beaufort, N. C, by rail, and will there be embarked. The
baggage and camp equi])age of the command will be taken to Beaufort
by the troops. Twelve hours' notice will be given when the division is

to start.

IV. General Wessells, commanding Fourth Division, will take the
necessary steps to have his command prepared to move. The division
will proceed to Beaufort, N. C, by rail, and will there be embarked.
The baggage and camp equipage of the command will be taken to Beau-
fort by the troops. Twelve hours' notice will be given when the divis-
ion is to start.»»*•»*
By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster:

[SOUTHAED nOPFMAN,]
Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Eighteenth Army Corps,
No. 14. » Neto Berne, January 12, 18G3.

The following-named ofiQcers* are announced as constituting the stafl:

of the major-general commanding, and wUl be obeyed and respected ac-
cordingly :

Brig. Gen. Edward E. Potter, chief of the staff; Lieut. Col. Southard
Hottiuaii, assistant adjutant-general; Capt. James H. Strong, aide-de-
camp and assistant adjutant and inspector general ; Maj . J. L. Stackpole,
judge-advocate; Maj. John F. Anderson, senior aide-de-camiv; Maj. Ed-
ward N. Strong, aide-de-camp; Capt. George E. Gouraud, aide-de-camp;
Capt. Louis Fitzgerald, aide-de-camp ; Capt. Daniel Messinger, ])or-
vost-marshal

; Lieut. Col. Herman Biggs, chief quartermaster ; Ca])t.
J. C. Slaght, assistant quartermaster ; Capt. Henry Porter, assistant
quartermaster; Capt. William Ilolden, assistant quartermaster; Capt.
J. J. Bowen, assistant quartermaster; Lieut. Col. , chief
commissary

; Lieut. Joseph A. Goldthwaite, acting commissary of sub-
sistence

;
Surg. F. G. Suelling, medical director ; Lieut. P. U. Farqu-

liar, United States Engineer Corps, chief engineer ; Lieut. M. F Proutv
acting ordnance ofBcer;- Lieut. J. Myers, United States Ordnance Corns'
ordnance officer.

'

By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster:
[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,]

Assistant Adjutajit- General.
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Fort Monroe, Va., January 13, 1863.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok,
Generalin-Chief

:

The flag of truce just arrived from City Point reports great activity
on the railroad south of Eichmond. Cars were heard running all Sun-
day night ; whether on the road to the Blackwater or Weldou is not
quite certain. I have reports from two sources of the arrival of a heavy
force at Zuni and of 12,000 men near Smithfield, on the James River.
General Peck is trying to ascertaia the truth.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- Oeneral.

Fort Monroe, Va., January 13, 1863.

Maj. G^n. H. W. Halleok,
General-in- Chief

:

I have just received the following

:

Suffolk, Va., January 13, 1863.

We have just learned from reliable women whose friends from the country have
been in since Saturday that Pryor had 12,000 men, and tliat he was ux]iecting more
troops ; that they would have Suffolk anyhow. Gensrally these reijorta do not dis-

turb my attention, but now it is proper to notice them,
JOHN J. PECK,

Major General.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General, Commanding.

Suffolk, Ya., January 13, 1863.

Major-General Drs:
Spear reports Pryor to have recrossed, strengthening the river front,

which is the weakest by far now. In all probability the gunboats would

be crippled early.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major- General.

Fort Monroe, January 13, 1863.

Major-General Peck, Suffolk :

1 understand from your dispatch that Pryor is on the other side of

the Blackwater. But I do not understand what you mean when you

sav the gunboats would in all probability be crippled early.
^ JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

SuFFOtfOK, Ya., January 13, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

I intended saying that our water front is the weakest, and that I am
strengthening it, lest the boats should be crippled early in case of a

heavy attack. Their machinery is, of course, exposed.
^ JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

33 R R—VOL XVIII
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Hdqes. Fifty-eighth Regiment, Pa. Vols., U. S. A.,

Gamp Batchelder's Station., January 13, 1863.

Lieut. Col. SouTHAKD Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

SiE: I Lave the hoDor to report that while examining iu person yes-

terday the position at Tuscarora Station I discovered a small party of

rebel guerrillas in the neighborhood. As soon as practicable I sent

one of my companies (K, under Lieutenant Clay) with orders to move
ill the woods to the rear of the enemy and punish them for their au-

dacity. Unfortunately my men were discovered too soon, upon which

the guerrillas formed (to the number of about 50), but broke and ran

before Lieutenant Clay could approach nearer than a quarter of a mile.

It being almost dusk,'pursuit through the woods was impracticable.

On the facts being reported to me I ordered two companies to be

ready to move at 2 a. m. (when the moon would be up) and a third com-

pany at 4 a. m. The former (Companies B and I, Captains Metcalf

and Buyers) were directed to move through the woods, a half mile on
the flank of the railroad, some 5 or C miles, until iu the rear of the posi-

tion where the rebels were probably bivouacked, then to sweep the

woods backwards to that position. The other company (A, Captain

Brown) was directed to take post near the station, so as to intercept

lugitives seeking the Tuscarora road. The ofdcers were also directed

in case the guerrillas should be seen anywhere to follow them rapidly

as far as Core Creek.
My men have not yet returned, but having no guide and being

obliged to move by the compass, their success in catching those per-

fectly acquainted with the country is doubtful.

At dusk and until about 10 p. m. there was a large fire on the rail-

road at some mOes distance beyond Tuscarora ; whether a signal or the
burning of a culvert I have no means as yet of detecting.

In connection with my duties here I also report that on examination
and inquiry I tind the Trent road good now and likely to continue
]iracticable for transportation. Also that I could post another infantry
regiment advantageously on that line, not only ou account of the im-
portance of the line itself but also in order to allow me gradually to
co\er the country in my front and encourage and protect the transpor-
tation of turpentine to and within our lines. With the same view I
propose as soon as practicable to rebuild the bridge on the JSTeuse road,
over Batchelder's Creek, stationing there a strong infantry ];)icket.

On the whole I think a few days will suflice to teach the enemy that
they have no business east of Core Creek, and cannot safely venture
across.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. EICHTER JOISTES,

Gol. Fifty-eighth Regiment Pa. Vols., Gomdg. Picket Line, &c.

Special Oedees, > Hdqes. Eighteenth Aemt Cokps,
No. 13. S New Berne, January 13, 1863.***•»*

XX. General Ferry, commanding diAision, will take the necessary
steps to have the brigade of Colonel Osborn prepared to move. The
brigade will proceed to Beaufort, N. C, by rail, and will there be em-
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barked. Tho baj^gagc aud camp equipage of the coiuiiiaiid will be
taken to Beaufort by tlie troops. Twelve hours' notice will be given
when the brigade is to start.

By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster:
[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,]

Assistant Adjutant- General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Newport News, Va., January 13, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Ya. :

General : Under the condition of my instructions from the Navy
Department I have instructed the commanding ofScer of the guard ves-
sel off Fortress Monroe to give permits to loyal citizens who will give secu-
rity not to go up the creeks in, or to violate the rules of, this blockade, to
take up oysters in Willoughby's Bay, Ebzabeth Eiver below Norfolk,
Craucy Island Flats, Hampton Bar, and York River below the guard
vessel. My instructions necessarily prohibit oystering in Back River,
Nansemond Eiver, James River above Newport News, Western Branch
of Elizabeth Eiver, and all the creeks in this blockade. With the last

boarding returns from the Mystic is your permit to the schooner Frank-
lin to ship oysters from Back River to Baltimore. I have called Lieu-
tenant-Commander Arnold's attention to this as being in conflict with
his instructions, and 1 respectfully request that you will not give per-

mits to vessels to ship oysters except within the limits specified.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Foet Moneoe, Va.,
January 14, 1863—3.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok,
General-in- Chief

:

A transport is on the way here to take the One hundred and fifteenth

New York Volunteers, now at Yorktowu, to the Department of the

South. I renew the request for another regiment iu its place. 1 should

like very much two or three regiments more at Sufiblk, and they will be

indispensable if the enemy should attack with a large force.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General, Commanding.

Headquabtees Foueth Coeps,
Yorktown, January 14, 1863.

Major-General Dix,
Commanding Department:

Yesterday I went to West Point in the gunboat Mahaska to recon-

noiter. Some 40 or 50 rebel cavalry were seen on the right bank of the

Pamunkey, near its mouth. I took along a squad of cavalry and 100

infantry and captured and brought in 27 head of cattle about 3 miles

above West Point.
E. D, KEYES,

Major-General.
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Special Ordees, > Hdqrs. Eighteenth Aemy Cokps,
No. 14. i Neip Heme, January 14,1803.

I. The following rules and regulations for the embarkation of the

troops under marching orders will be observed, and commanding officers

of division.s, brigades, and regiments will see that the same are strictly

adhered to.

The order of embarkation will be as follows : First, General Naglee's

division ; second. General Wessells' division ; third. General Ferry's

division.

The vessel will be ordered to the wharf, and immediately on her ar-

rival the troops, baggage, and camp equipage destined for her wdl be
placed on board with as little delay as possible, when the vessel will

immediately leave the dock and anchor in the harbor. The baggage
and cam]) equipage of the regiments will be placed on board the same
vessel with the troops. The baggage for the men will consist only of

their tents (shelter tents, if possible), knapsacks, and cooking utensils

(camp kettles) ; that of the officers of only one trunk, valise, or carix't-

bag and mess kit ; no heavj' mess chests will be allowed. The men will

be provided vfith three days' cooked rations, in. haversacks, and 40
rounds of ammunition, in cartridge-boxes, before leaving New Berne;
40 rounds of additional ammunition for each man, in boxes, will also be
placed on the vessel.

After embarkation the inclosed extracts from the Army Eegulations
will be strictly enforced, and in addition a guard must be placed over
the fresh water, so that it may only be used for cooking (by order of the
proper authority) and for drinking. Officers and men must alike use
salt water for washing purposes. Signal officers will be sent to each
division and brigade headquarters. The flag designating the headquar-
ters of the coiniiiaiiding general will he a white castle on a blue ground.
The Union-jack at foremast, with the corps flag underneath (or divis-

ion or brigade flag underneath, in case of division or brigade signals),
shall be the signal for weighing anchor and starting in the following
order: General Naglee's division. General Wessells' division, General
Ferry's division.

Steamers will tow such sailing vessels as may be designated by the
quartermaster. The signal for anchoring will be the American flag at
the fore ; if in a fog, two whistles from the flag-ship, repeated at inter-
vals of one minute each. This signal will be repeated by the flagships
of each division and brigade. At this signal the vessels will near each
other and anchor in line.

In case stranding or any other case of distress the signal will be the
American flag, Union down

; at this signal the liglit-draught boats and
tugs will be at once sent to the aid of the vessel in distress.
As far as practicable the vessels will keep together, but if separated

will obey their sealed orders.

By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster:
[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,]

Assistant Adjutant- General.

,, .
Suffolk, January 15, 1863.

Major-General Dix:
Nearly every person at the North, including officers, except at Army

headquarters, rates us at from twice to thrice our present numbers, and
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expects results proportionally. The detachment of Corcorau's will he
ready to leave when required. It has been in one of the forts. What
do you think of the map I sent you ?

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

FOKT Monroe, Va., January 15, 1SC3.
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief:

I have just received the following from Suffolk

:

A large force of 1 he enemy left Carrsvillc diuinK tbe iUx. Tli<'\' roported tlipv woro
to be jomed by other troops. The people there siiid they were fioiiiR to .Snffolk.

'

Ihnc*
sent out to ascertain their movements. A deserter from Weiilon li.as iiist arrivedHe lett Monday morning

; says several thousand infantry passed thron.'b on three
days of last week for Franklin.

'

Also from Yorktown

:

I send the following telegram, just reeeived from Lieutenaut-Coloiicl LcAvis: "Can
1 have another regiment of infantry at once? If 1 can, 1 will hold Fort Magruder
against odds

; if not, I must continne to hold it as an outpost as long as I can."
10. D. KEYES,

Alajor-GeiKrul.

.lOHN A. DIX,
Major- Ge7ieral.

Fort Monroe, Jaiwary 15, ISC'!.

Major-General Keyes, Torlctown :

I have nothing to give you. Tou must do the best you can. If your
force is not sufficient to hold Fort Magruder it should be abandoned
when the ])roper time comes. I am ordered to send one of your regi-
ments away, but shall retain it till another comes.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Headquarters Fourth Army Corps,
TorktowH, Va., January 15, 1863.

Major-General Dix,
Commanding Departme^it of Virginia :

Sir : The news contained in the telegram which 1 forwarded you to-

day is in exact accordance with tlie ojiiniou expressed in my last letter

to you, that the rebels would shortly attack Williamsburg and the

camp of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 4 miles below that town.
My present command of couscrijit regiments of infantry, mostly

armed with flint-lock muskets altered to percussion, will not allow me
to endeavor to resist a strong force at Fort Magruder. I must there-

fore regard that and all the positions held by the Fifth Pennsylvania
Cavalry as outposts to be given up on the ajiproach of a large mass ot

the enemy. If I had another full regiment of infantry I could hold

that line (of Fort Magruder) long enough to inflict much greater dam-
age on the enemy than enough to balance the advantages they would
gain, if successful; but I cannot do so now. I trust, therefore, that an-

other regiment will be sent me if possible.

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

E. D. KEYES,
Major-General.
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Hdqes. Dept. of Virginia, Setenth Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Fa., January 15, 1863.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster,
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps.

Generax, : I send my aide-de-camp, Major Dix, to you, to advise j'ou

that 20,000 sand-bags and 2,000 shovels and spades have been ordered
to you from New York. MajorGeneral Halleck advises me that there
is no company of Sappers and Miners which you can have. Everything
has been sent to you except a few ambnlanccs. I trust the steamer
Convoy has arrived. It is the only one that has come here suitable to
the service. From her light draught and great capacity I trust you will

find her just what you want. If anything more is required I shall be
happy to forward it.

With my best wishes for your success, I am, respectfully, your obe-
dient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Geneeai. Orders, ) Hdqrs. Eighteenth Army Corps,
No. 22. ) Netc Berne, January 15, 1863.

The commanding general learns with deep regret of the insubordi-
nate conduct of the Ninety-sixth New York Volunteers on the night
of the 13th instant. It is the duty of commanding officers to use every
effort to promote the comfort of the troops, their prompt payment, &(;.

This has been done. The commanding general has asked for, and is in
hourly expectation of receiving, funds to pay those who have not been
paid for a long time. The course of the soldier, if any neglect is shown
in his case, is to make a respectful petition or remonstrance on the
matter, but to obey. The recent acts of the Ninety-sixth were muti-
nous, and such as all good soldiers should be ashamed to have shared
in. The only effect can be to lay the men open to trial for mutiny and
consequent punishment, aud cannot hasten, certainly, their desires.
The duty of a regimental ofiBcer is to use his efforts to put down any
attempt at insubordination, mildly if he can, by force and arms if he
must. The officers of the Ninety-sixth and those regiments to which
the mutineers went lamentably failed in their duties as commanders,
or the breach of discipline referred to would have been promptly pun-
ished.

The commanding general hopes that no officer or soldier will again
so fail in his duty. Another offense will surely meet its punishment.
By command of Major-General Foster:

[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,]
Assistant AdjutoMt- General.

Fort Monroe, Va.,
January 16, 1863—7.30 p. m.

Major-General Hai^leck,
General-in-Chief U. S. Army:

Colonel Ludlow just returned from City Point. He learned that six
regiments were sent from Petersburg to the Blackwater on Monday and
Tuesday last. General Pryor is 7 miles this side, and there is no doubt
that he has been strongly re-enforced.

JOHN A, DIX,
Major-General.
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Hdqes. Dept. of Yikginia, Seventh Aemy Coeps,
Fort Monroe, Va., January 16, J863.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron :

Admieal : There are indications of activity on the part of the en-
emy above Yorktown and also on the Blackwater. General Tryor has
crossed the river and is 7 miles ou this side. I am so weakened by re-
enforcing General Foster in North Carolina that I can only act on the
defensive. There are rumors in Norfolk of a raid from the direction of
the Dismal Swamp, and General Peck telegraphs me this evening that
our pickets have been fired on between Suflolk and Deep Creek. Gen-
eral Viele is very anxious to have a small gunboat, or, as he says, "an
additional small gunboat sent up to remain near the draw-bridge," that
he may look after the threatened raid in other directions. You will
oblige me if you can comply with his request. The secessionists in
Nortblk have been in high spirits for several days, and we hear in many
quarters that some movement against us is intended.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Newport News, January 16, 1863.

Maj. Gen. JokN A. Dix

:

General : I have sent another gunboat to Norfolk and have no ad-
ditional gunboat to spare for that or any other purpose.

Respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Eear-Admiral, &c.

SUPFOLK, Va., January 16, 1863.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe

:

A severe storm of wind and rain has continued from last night and
little can be done of any variety of work. Parties of cavalry are out on
all the avenues of approach. Nothing has been reported since my last

telegram. General Viele advised of rumors prevailing there of raids

upon the railway and I sent out a party on the track last night.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major General.

Suffolk, Va., January 16, 1863.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe

:

The guerrillas attiicked the pickets aTsont 4.30 p. m., wounding 2.

They were driven some miles and dispersed. I do jiot think they will

repeat the experiment. Doubtless they acted under instructions from

Pryor. Prj'or moved away and we do not know his positioD ; siipposed

to be near Holy Neck Church. We captured two of his men, of the

Fiftieth Virginia. He has several old regiments from Northwestern
Virginia.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-Qeneral.
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Fort Monege, January 10, 180.'?.

Major-General Peck, SuffoUc

:

It seems diiBcult to believe that there are between you and Deep
Creek any except guerrillas belonging to the counties of Virginia and

North Carolina to the east and south of you. If you think otherwise it

is important to ascertain. There is no doubt a very bad feeling in that

direction growing out of the trouble at Elizabeth City, where, I am told,

the ofiBcer in command of the North Carolina native troops has armed
^00 negroes.

JOHN A. DtX,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., January 16, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

Mr. Nash, Federal surveyor from Norfolk County, represents that a

force of 20,000 or 25,000 is on the Blackwater; that 3,000 of Stuart's

cavalry will make a raid through the swamp and attack Portsmouth
and Norfolk. He says his information is from a reliable source. He
stated that he had communicated this matter to General Viele. Who
is Mr. Nash ? I give it as it comes to me.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-Oeneral.

Heai>quaktees Eighteenth Aemt Coeps,
New Berne, January 17, 1863.

Major-General Halleck,
General-in- Chief TJ. S. Army, Washington, B. C.:

General : I regret to say I have not been able to embark as soon
as I expected, owing to the non-arrival of siege ammunition and water,
but am now embarking, and I will continue until I am all ready and then
start at once.

I shall leave everything in safe condition here under General Prince,
with at least 12,000 infantry, artillery, and cavalry. I consider this

ample, for a short time at least.

1 consider it necessary that I should go with the force going, as many
of the troops are old men with me, and my experience in disembarking,
&c., is extensive, so I can see them disembarked safely. I shall com-
municate the result of this as soon as possible.

If it is found that the work is heavier than I now anticipate I shall
leave uiy troops safe and return at once to Hampton Eoads for re-en-
forcements. I do not think it safe to leave less than 12,000 men in this
department at present.

1 am, however, confident of success, and shall do everything in my
power to insure an early and satisfactory result.
The amount of solid shot for the siege guns arrived up to this time

is not sufficient, and I have written to General Ri])ley on this subject,
urging him to hurry it forward.

1 remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. EOSTEE,
Major- General, Commanding.
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Fort Monroe, January 17, 18C3.
Major-General Peck, Suffolk

:

Mr. Nash is a very good mau. Ascertain, if you can, specifically what
his reliable information was, from whom derived, &c.

Colonel Ludlow returned last night from City Point. Eeports that
six regiments went from Petersburg to the Blackwater on Mondnv and
Tuesday. Can it be possible that Pryor is trying to get around by way
of the Dismal Swamp to cut off your connection with Norfolk ? It Would
be a very dangerous experiment for him.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Suffolk, Va., January 17, 1803.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe :

Your telegram relating to six regiments leaving for Blackwater on
Monday and Tuesday is noticed. Deserters say that several regiments
passed from Weldon to Franklin last week. If so, they must be very
strong there. Most likely the 10,000 you advised of with teams would
be incorporated for a grand advance. Their extraordinary exertions for
subsistence and forage induces the belief of additions. Mr. Nash left

before your telegram arrived. I wish you could see him.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major- General.

Fort MONEOE, January 17, 1863.

Hon. B. M. Stanton, Secretary of War :

I have just received the following

:

Suffolk, January 17, 18G3.

There is a great and mcreasing discontent in the regiments that have not been paid
for several months, in consequence of the sufferings of families. Unless steps are

taken to remove the cause of complaint I fear the spirit and usefulness of the troops
will be materially impaired. Will you please communicate this to the Hon. Secretary

of Wart
JOHN J. PECK.

Major-General, Commanding.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Fort Monkoe, January 18, 1863.

Major-General Peck, Suffolk

:

Do you know where Pryor is ? Have you any reliable intelligence

from the enemy, either as to his force or his movements'?
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., January 18, 1863.

Major-General Drx::

It is my impression that Pryor recrossed Blackwater during the late

storm, which was very severe. Patrols report nothing of bis moves

this morning. Eeports are contradictory and not as satisfactory as is

desirable. Parties are watching the avenues leading toward Edenton

and the Swamt).
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.
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TJntted States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Newport News, Va., January 19, 1863.

Maj. GeD. John A. Dis, TJ. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

General : 1 respectfully refer to you the inclosed extracts from a

report from Lieutenant Flusser, commanding United States steainer

Commodore Perry, dated at Winfleld, Chowan Eiver, January 5, 1863,*

and relating to an extensive illicit trade carried on between iS'orfolk and

Riclimond. This mischievous trade ought to be discontinued.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,

Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., January 19, 1863.

Maj. Gen. E. D. Keyes, U. S. A.,

Commanding at YorMown

:

General : It gave much pleasure to receive yours of the 14th and

to learn from it that you appreciate Commander Parker's character for

caution and enterprise—qualities so valuable and possessed by him in

,snch degree as to claim my confidence in what he may attempt in an

emergency and there is not time to confer previously with me. He is

there to co-operate with you in measures for the advancement of the

public interest, and in this regard needs no new instructions from me.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours.

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Suffolk, Va., January 19, 1863.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe :

Our parties have been over all the roads and report no force in their

routes. Their pickets were found at Windsor and Carrsville yesterday.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Fort Monroe, Va., January 19, 1863.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief

:

I send a letter from General Foster. I sent Major Dix, one of my
aides, two days ago with latest intelligence. A dispatch goes to Gen-
eral Ripley. Everything here for Genei-al Foster has been sent

:

General: I have been much delayed in the preparations of my transports, and
therefore have not got off as soon as I expected. The solid-shot ammunition for the
siege guns has not yot arrived in sutBcieut quantity, neither have any of the water-
schooners which were to be sent from Baltimore with the Dispatch. However, I am
doing the beat that I can and am embarking at Beaufort. The embarkation will
occupy three or four days, and then I shall sail.

J. G. FOSTER,
Major-General.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- Oeneral.

* Not found.
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Eighteenth Army Corps,
No. 26. / New Berne, January 19, 1863.

Lieut. Ool. Francis Darr is hereby announced as chief commissary of
subsistence on the commanding-general's staff, and will be obeyed and
respected accordingly.
By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster:

SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., January 20, 1863.

Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Worth Atlantic Blockading Squadron:

Admirax, : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of yesterday with an extract from a report from Lieutenant-Commander
Flusser in regard to an illicit trade carried on between Norfolk and
Richmond. I shall refer it to General Viele, and take prompt measures
with a view to the detection of the parties engaged in this trafftc. Will
you please direct Lieutenant-Commander Flusser to report the nature
of the goods destroyed and the names of the persons who were engaged
in smuggling them within the Confederate lines ? K he will hereafter
take into custody and deliver to the ofiBcer in command at Roanoke
Island any parties engaged in illicit trade, that they may be sent to
me, I will see that they are punished ; or if he will advise you of any
such arrests I will send for the parties wherever they may be. The
most rigid rules have been adopted at Norfolk in regard to goods per-

mitted to leave the city. Not a sack of salt is allowed to go out with-

out a permit, and the name of the person to whom it is given is regis-

tered. The same role is enforced in regard to all other articles. In
one case $3,000 worth of goods were allowed to be taken into Princess

Anne County for sale. The person to whom the permit was given, in

violation of his engagement, took them to North Carolina. We fol-

lowed him and captured him and the property a few miles from the

point on the Chowan from which Lieutenant-Commander Flusser writes.

He is now in Fort Norfolk, where I shall keep him, and the property

will be sold at auction for the benefit of the poor.

Every elibrt has been made to prevent illicit traffic ; but in view of

the lawlessness of a large number of the parties engaged in trade in

Norfolk—all of whom, by the by, have taken the oath of allegiance

—

I decided two days ago to grant no more permits to take goods there at

present, excepting for the use of the troops.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
".

• JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oeneral.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Newport News, January 20, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe :

GenisrAI- : I respectfully subTnit for your fwitlicr information regard-

ing the tratfic between Norfolk and Iii(;hmond a copy of the report to

me from Liculennnt I'Musijer, cominanding United States steamer Com-
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inodore Pony, dated Elizabetli City, Jauuary 13, and an extract from
auotlier report of bis of tlie same date respecting further trade from
:Xoriolk.

I have the honor to be. general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Aotg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Suffolk, Va., January 20, 1863.

Major-Gcneral Drs:

Major Stratton made a fine reconnaissance toward Blackwater. At
Carrsville he found a picket of 9 men, capturing 2 of them. Thinks

the enemy's main force on the other side. I'risoners are on the way
in. A good deal of signaling on the Somerton. Shall have tliat quar-

ter examined very closely to-morrow. Pickets of some strength found

at Windsor.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-Oeneral.

Headqttaeters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Ifew Berne, N. C, JoAwary 20, 1SG3.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in-Chief U. S. Army, Washington, T). C. :

General : The transports from this place have all left, but are de-

layed by the low water on the Swash, at Hatteras.
Naglee's division is embarked at Beaufort. The other divisions will

embark as soon as their transports reach Beaufort. I shall sail as soon
as all are on board, probably by Friday or Saturday. I have just re-

ceived information from a spy, who has been within the enemy's lines

and conversed with their soldiers, to the effect that Ihe rebel force in

this State has been largely increased Irom the army in Virginia; that
Wilmington has been re-enforced ; that the main body intended to be
tlirown by railroad either to Weldon or Wilmington is at Goldsbor-
ough, and that Weldon is not strongly guarded, the rebels relying on
the force in fronton the Blackwater, under Pryor, and on the proximity
of the reserve at Goldsborough.
The rebels report their force in the State to be 200,000, which is

manifestly grossly exaggerated. The rebel soldiers reported to the spy
that 7.5,000 men were at Goldsborough. I think this also is exagger-
ated ; that there may be 75,000 men all told in the State is probable,
since they could venture to withdraw even more than that number from
the Army of Virginia, in consequence of the presumed inactivity of our
army on the Eappahannock. They have full information of the condi-
tion of the army on the liappahannock from our own newspapers, and
are much cheered by the reports and evidently do not fear any move-
ments from that quarter.

Colonel Amory's brigade is now out on a strong reconnaissance on
the south bank of the Trent Eiver. This advance was impeded by
felled trees and burnt bridges. The rebels burnt all the bridges over
the Trent Eiver and all over the creeks on the south route from Tren-
ton to Jacksonville (or Onslow). The cavalry (Third New York) are
sweeping all the country between the White Oak and New Eivers,
hoi)ing to capture some of the rebel cavalry.
Contrabands report that the enemy fell back from Onslow on the 18th
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in the direction of Wilmington. The destruction of bridges and ob-
struction of roads indicates an apprehension of our forces being on the
advance in that direction.

I shall take every precaution in my power to leave everything safe at
this place and shall spare no efforts to make the expedition a perfect
success. I think I can assure you that there will be no failure if you
will give me further re-enforcements in case I find them indispensable.

I am not apprehensive about the reported concentration of forces at
Goldsborough, for I hardly think that the rebels will venture on an
attack while their own towns are in danger, and certainly not if any
signs of movement are made by the Army of the Eappahannock.

1 have the honor to be, general, with great respect, your obedient
servant,

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquauteks Depaetment of North Carolina,
ifew Berne, January 20, 1863.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, Commanding, &c. :

General: I am informed by several gentlemen, residents of Eliza-

beth City, that there are in that town about 250 negroes armed and daily
drilled by ofQcers of the Army of the United States. I also learn that
Captain Sanders is in command.

If the President commands this, oflBcers of the Army are expected to

obey.
In his proclamation "that such persons (slaves) of suitable condition

will be received into the armed service of the United States, to garrison

forts, positions, stations, and other places, and to man vessels of all

sorts in said service," he has not ordered, as far as I can hear, that

every subordinate officer at every post can receive negroes into the

service without some regulations from headquarters.

Is every provost^marshal or captain to judge of the "suitable condi-

tion " of the negroes 1

Are no instructions to be given that they are not to be sent out into

the field or allowed to go on foraging excursions, committing pillage

and robbery at discretion?

My attention has been called already to several instances of this kind.

I have promised to and do invoke your assistance to prevent if pos.sible

the most deplorable calamities that will fall upon our loyal citizens and
u|)on the negroes if superior discretion and experience do not now con-

trol them.
I most earnestly solicit your attention to this matter, and that I may

be authorized to inform our loyal fellow-citizens that no inexperienced

subordinate shall without your sanction, and until proper restraints

arc provided, incur the danger of a servile war.

Very respectlully, &c.,
ED. STANLY,

Military Governor.

Department of North Carolina,
New Beriic, January 20, 1863.

Major-General Foster, Commanding, &c. :

(UzyvAiAi. . I h;iv('j!:.'M received a letter from Edentoii of date the 6tli

iuistant infoniiiug nie that a bund of negroes and soldiers, armed, visited
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the premises of a Mrs. Page, of that town, and carried away several

negroes and a parcel of bedding and other furniture ; that they were

very insolent in their conduct and threatened to have the town shelled

if they were interfered with.

My correspondent says that they came, as he heard, from on board

the Ocean Wave.
. ^ , ^, -r

A negro man, formerly living on the plantation of the venerable J ames

C. Johnston, named Matthew was the person commanding the party.

This negro is one of desperate character.

The citizens of Edenton beg your protection from outrages of this

kind. They desire to know whether it can be afforded them, or must

they take redress into their own hands ?

I'have written and informed my correspondent, a gentleman ot the

highest character, that I would call your attention to this case and have

no^doubt you will, as heretofore, take effectual steps to protect peace-

able citizens and punish such outrages.

I have the honor to be, &c.,
ED. STANLY,

Military Governor.

IAddenda.]

W. W. Tuttle, captain Ocean Wave ; landed at Edenton on or about

the 6th, with written orders from Captain Slaght to do so (order ap-

l)ended). Arrived there about 8 o'clock ;
gave the steward permission to

go ashore for his wife and children ; allowed others to go with him

;

can't say positively who went ashore; believe Lieutenant Briggs' serv-

ant and Matthew, a deck-hand, went with him ; do not know who be-

sides. They were gone about three-quarters of an hour, so the pilot

says. I didn't notice what they brought back, butbelieved they brought

a couple of beds and the wife and three children of the steward. Could

not have brought much of anything more on account of the size of the

boat. Steward reported that they threatened to shoot him ashore.

Alexander Colliiis, steward of the Ocean Wave, on the above-men-
tioned expedition; now lives in the house of Major Folson, paymaster,
with his wife and three children; took these from Edenton; also a
feather bed and straw mattress, one skillet, and such wearing apparel
as could be collected; four plates, three cups, and four saucers, one
large dish, all belonging to his wife. Four of us went ashore, myself,

Matthew (deck hand on tlie Ocean Wave), a soldier, and another col-

ored man whose name T do no know. Went ashore just after sunrise.

Went to Mrs. Page's; found my wife asleep; waked her up; told her I

had come for her and her children.by Capt;iin Slaght's order; took her
aboard. Went ashore a second time and met Mr. iSTorcom, the mayor of
the town, who said if I had gone in his yard he would have shot me.
Eeiilied that I had not gone in his yard, but in Mrs. Page's, to get my
wife and children, by Captain Slaght's oider. Tie said Captain Slaght
had no right to give an order of the kind—that Ooncral Poster was tbe
only person who could give such an order. We were afraid to land
again, and left behind our bedsteads, potware, wash-tubs, &c. Made
no threats of any kind, and heard none made by any one. What I
brought to town is in Major Folsom's Idtchcn.
Matthew (colored); deck-hand on the Ocean Wave since August 11;

formerly belonged to Mr. Johnston ; went ashore with the steward and
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two Others; remained with the boat while the steward weut for his wifeand children; helped him put his family, &c., on board the Ocean WaveMade no threats myself and heard none except from the mayor Mr
JNorcom; am still deck-hand on the Ocean Wave.

'

[Inolosnro.]

Jantjaey 5, 1863.
Captain Tuttle:
Tou may stop at Edenton and bring the steward's family to New

Berne.

JAMES C. SLAGHT.

Hdqes. FiEST Beig., Pikst Dit., Eighteenth A. C,
New Berne, N. C, January 21, 1863.

Lieut. Col. SouTHAED Hoffman,
A. A. G., Eiglitccnth Army Corps, New Berne, N. C:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that in accordance with orders
received from the general commanding I marched with three regiments
of my brigade and a battery under Captain Ransom, Twenty-third New
York Independent Artiller>-, on the morning of the 17th instant for
PoUocksville, reaching that place the same evening, after rebuilding
the bridge over Mill Creek, which had been destroyed by the enemy.
The road leading from PoUocksville to Trenton we found blockaded

with felled trees at PoUocksville for some 500 yards. This wus speedily
cut away by Mr. Wilson, chief of the civil pioneer corps.

The Third New York Cavalry, under Colonel Mix, remained with my
command at PoUocksville and preceded it next morning to Trenton,
previous to which movement we effectually destroyed the bridge over
the Trent at PoUocksville. Leaving at this place live companies of the
Fifty-first Massachusetts, with the remainder of my command and the
cavalry I occupied Trenton on the night of the 18th, burning the bridge
over Trent River at this place and also the mill and all the timber and
planks available for its speedy reconstruction. Colonel Mix, with his

regiment, proceeded to the bridge 5 miles above for the purpose of de-

stroying it, but found the bridge already on fire, the enemy having an-

ticipated us after crossing on the road to Kinston. On his return

Colonel Mix reported the route to Onslow via Comfort heavily block-

aded with felled trees ; so abandoning that route proceeded directly to

Young's Cross-Eoads, which place as well as PoUocksville I also occu-

pied with my infantry, remaining at the former place with the larger

part of my infantry and aU the artillery during the day and the night

following the 20th instant, while Colonel Mix proceeded to scout the

road to Onslow. Colonel Mix's own report wiU doubtless detail the re-

sult of this scout. I returned with ,fliy command to this place on the

21st instant. Our advance on the southern route in force seems to have

been anticipated by the enemy. The plantations were generally de-

serted and frequent obstructions placed in the roads, bridges de-

stroyed, &c.
The energy, activity, and general efficiency of Mr. WUson deserve

especial mention. I beg leave respectfully to caU the attention of the

general commanding to the valuable assistance he afforded us during

the entire march.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOS. J. C. AMOEY,
Colonel Seventeenth Mass. Vols., Acting Brigadier-Geiieral.
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Suffolk, Va., January 21, 1863.

Majoi-Gcuej'al Uix:

The prisoners say tliiit larj^e udditious have been made to the force on
Blackwatei'—several new Virginia regiments and some Louisiana and
Tennessee; that the force is larger than ever boCore; a cam)) of five

regiments at Jerusalem. It accords with the general tenor of reports

from prisoners, deserters, &c.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-Oeneral.

Suffolk, Va., January 23, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

It has seemed to me that the Confederates have thrown some extra

force on the Blackwater, with a view of holding as much force here as

])ossible and then of sending it to North Carolina, if called for. I cannot

believe that they will at this wet season undertake a movement by way
of South Mills on Portsmouth. Pryor's command has been somewhat
increased and materially improved by exchanges of his new regiments

for old ones. This may exiilain the dei)artnre from Petersburg of the

troops re[)orted by Colonel Ludlow, and also a statement of one of the

deserters from Weldon that troo])S were ])assing both ways on the

Seaboard road. Having these views I have not asked for any troops,

reserving that action until something positive reaches me, but all the

time adding to the strength of the position.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-Oeneral.

Suffolk, January 23, 1863.

Major-General Dix

:

Ma;ior Stratton with a suitable force will leave in the morning, unless
very stormy, to make a thorough examination of the Dismal Swamp,
passing in at Deep Creek and going out at South Mills. He will be
four or five davs, and will procure information.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, January 24, 1863.
Major-General Dix:

x\bout Monday I propose sending some 4,000 or 5,000 to Blackwater,
under Corcoran or Poster, if weather favois. It leaves this place very
weak, but 1 want to feel of them in some manner.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Poet Monroe, Va.,
January 20, 1803—9 a. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Hallbck, General-in-Chief:

One of my aides returned late last night from Geneial Poster. He
was detained on his way back by violent gales. Left New Berne on
the 20th. Naglee's brigade was embarked at Beaufort ; other divisions
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awaiting trausports expected to move on the 23d or 24th. Eebels iu
North Carolina had been largely re-enforced from the army in Virginia,
and Wilmington has been re-enforced. Main body of the enemy was at
Goldsborough. Weldou was not strongly guarded, the relTels relying
on Pryoi-'s force on the Blackwater to protect that point. General
Foster thinks there may be 75,000 rebel troops in North Carolina. This
is the substance of a dispatch from him, which will go to you by this
evening's mail.

I have reason to believe that a portion of the force on the Blackwater
ten days ago has been seut to Goldsborough by way of Weldon.
Some 4,000 or 5,000 men will be sent to-day from Suffolk to the Black-

water to reconnoiter, and ascertain, if possible, what force Pryor has.
The One hundred and fifteenth New York has been sent to the Depart-
ment of the South from Torktown.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

FoET MoNKOE, Va., January 27, 1863.

Maj Gen. H. W. Hax,leck,
General-in- Chief:

The Eichmond Inquirer of this morning has the following :

Goldsborough, N. C, January 25, 1863.

A respectable refugee, just arnved from Beaulort, reports the Abolitionists' fleet,

niuety-two sail, inoludiug two monitors and six other irou-clads, in Beaufort Harbor.
Also that 52,000 Abolitionists are encamped at Morehead City and Carolina City. Gen-
eral Eobertson has just returned to Kinston from a recounoiteriug expedition through
Jones and Onslow Counties. He reports that a company of cavalry, Captain Perkins,
surprised a party of Abolitionists last Friday at Big Northeast Bridge, near Jackson-
ville, Onslow CoHrt-HouBe, killing 1 captain and 5 privates and routing the balance.

No loss on our side.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oeneral.

TOKKTOWN, January 27, 1863.

Major-General Dix

:

Colonel Lewis telegraphs an attempt was made this morning to cap

ture our pickets. About 12 shots were fired by the enemy, but no one

hurt or captured. All is agaia quiet, the enemy having retired. Last

night at about 9 p. m. it was reported from Gloucester Point that the

enemy was approaching our pickets there. Nothing further this morn-

ing. 1 respectfully call your attention again to the increase of my force,

which is necessary.
E. D. KEYBS,

Major- General

.

Hdqes. Fifty-eighth Eegt. Pennsylvania Vols.,

Gamp at BatcJielder's Creek, January 27, 1863.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Sie : I have the honor to report that immediately on receiving the

orders to ignore passes and close our lines 1 made arrangements and

gave directions for carrying them into effect,

34 E E—VOL xvill



530 NORTH CAROLINA ANB S. E. VIRGINIA. [Chap. XXX.

Also to Any I have put stroug parties on the Neuse, the Trent, and
the railroiid with instructions to stop all passengers.
From inforiuation received yesterday I belie\-e the enemy have re-

turned from Core Greek, on the railroad and Neuse road, but I shall

verity that fact to-day.

I learn also that the enemy at Goldsborough are apprehensive of an
advance from New Berne simultaneous with our naval expedition.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. EICHTEE JONES,
Commanding Outposts.

Suffolk, January 29, 1863.

Major-Geueral Dis

:

Major Stratton has returned. He seized and brought in 42 .large

sacks of salt. The other capture by Dodge's men is large ; it is said

there are many loads. Have just ordered out fifteen teams and a force

to protect them. Pryor came over Sunday night perhaps with a view
to the securing of this property.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Beatifoet, N. C, January 30—11.30 a. m..

Via FoTt Monroe, Ya., February 8, 1863.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief

:

The constant and strong southerly winds (amonntitig at times to gales)

that have prevailed for the past ten or fifteen days have prevented our
sailing, although most of the troops have been on board ready tp sail

more than a week. Yesterday the wind shifted to the northwest, and
as everything looked favorable I started the fleet. Nearly all got over
the bar before dark, with a fair start down the coast. The wind, how-
ever, shifted back to the southwest after dark, and blew strongly, pre-
venting the few remaining vessels going to sea. It is still blowing hard
(11.30 a. m). This will interfere very much with the progress of the
fleet, and may scatter it considerably. As soon as the wind will permit
I shall start with the remaining vessels. So long a continuance of south-
erly gales is very unusual.

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General, Gommariding.

Fort Monroe, Va., January -30, 1863.

His Excellency Abraham Lincoln,
President United States

:

No iron-clads have left for two days. The Weehawken is at Norfolk;
the Patapsco is here, waiting for favorable weather, and the l^ahant is
at Newi)ort News. I have just telegraphed to General Halleck our suc-
cess in a fight with Pryor.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.
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Fort Monroe, Va., January 30, 1863.
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in- Chief :

General Peck telegraphs that our victory is complete, and that Pryor
passed through Carrsvillein full retreat at 3 p. m., « miles from the De-
serted House, where our forces attacked him just before daylight.

JOHN A. DIX,

'

Major- General.

Fort Monroe, Va., January 30, 1863.
Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief:

Following just received from Suffolk:

Major-General Drx:
My last dispatch should be corrected by later dispatches. As yet he savs the enemy

are in position.
.» j j

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-Gmeral.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General, Commanding.

Port Monroe, Va., January 30, 1863.

Major-General Haxleck, General-in-Chief:

Pryor fell back 3 or 4 miles, contesting the ground in his retreat.
General Peck gives me no details, but thinks we have a victory, and
that we shaU secure some of the enemy's guns. Our loss about 100.*
The roads are very deep, and our men have had a hard time in getting
through them.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., January 30, 1863.
Major-General Dix:
Have just received a report from a party I sent out to the vicinity of

Carrsville for information to the effect that the cars have been running-
briskly to Franklin since afternoon.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

HpQRS. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., January 31, 1863.

Actg. Bear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron

:

Admirax : Will you oblige me by sending an officer to confer with
General Viele, at Norfolk, in regard to illicit trade? The privilege of

trading has been abused, and I am desirous of surrounding it with all

possible safeguards. I have given no permits to introduce goods into

Norfolk since the 17th instant, and think I shall confine commercial
transactions there hereafter to retail dealers.

I have the honor to be, very respectftdly, yours,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

* Bnt see reyiaed statement, p. 135.
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Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Cokps,
Fort Monroe, Va., January 31, 1863.

Maj. Geu. E. D. Keyes,
Commanding, &c., Yorktown, Va. :

General : A limited supply of efficient arms (Enfield rifles) has been
received at the arsenal at this place. You will therefore make proper

requisitions for such regiments as are most in need of such arms.

By command of Major-General Dix

:

D. T. VAN BUEEN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Abstract from Tri-moitthly Return of the^ Department of Virginia (Seventh Army Corps),

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix commanding, for January 31, 1803 {headquarters Fort Monroe,

Va.).
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A bstract from TrimonMy Return of the Eighteenth Army Corps, Department of North Car-
olina, Maj. Gen. John G. Foster commanding, for January 31, 1863 (headquarters New
Berne, N.C.).
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War Department,
Washington, February 2, 1863.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. :

The Ninth Army Corps has received orders to report to you at Fort
Monroe.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in-Chief.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Newport News, February 2, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe

:

General: I have directed the guard vessel off Fort Monroe not to

allow George Bush or his schooner, Elizabeth Bush, to pass the block-
ade again. He has, he says, been in the habit, under a permit from
you, to take old rags, scrap-iron, and hides from Hampton to Philadel-
])liia, bringing nothing back. By his own admission he has been iu the
habit of visiting Chuckatuck in his boat without authority, and as such
coaiinunications are manifest violations of the blockade I have deemed
it advisable to secure the public interest by cutting off his means of
carrying information, letters, or property iu the manner above indi-

cated.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Acting Bear-Admiral.

Suffolk, Va., February 2, 1863.
Major-General Dix:
Unusual activity of the enemy reported to-day. Two hundred cavalry

at Windsor ; a large force at Carrsville, with an intermediate party.
Have parties out.

JOHN J. PJ]CK,
Major-General.

FOET Monroe, February 3, 1863.
Major-General Peck, Suffolk:

Within a week I expect to be largely re-enforced. I am anxious that
Pryor shall not escape again. If he advances I suggest whether all
the motive power of the railroad cannot be used to throw a force in his
rear by a sudden movement.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- Qeneral.

Suffolk, February 3, 1863.
Major-General Dix: '

Very glad to learn of the expected troops. When Pryor comes I
wjU hope to bag him. He tears up the road this side of Carrsville as
often as I repair it, so that I could not use hand cars. Supposed he
was bagged the other day. He was where flanking was practicable on
both flanks. Our people used up their ammunition before dawn and
lost time waiting for more. Meantime enemy fell back.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.
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CTnited States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Newport News, Va., February G, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. :

Geneeax : Yours of the 31st ultimo was duly received. Pressiug
engagements have prevented an earlier reply to it. I have no authority
to regulate or sanction the privilege of trading at Norfolk by surround-
ing it with safeguards. It will be satisfactory to me to receive and to
give the utmost attention to any written communication you may now
or at any time make to me which will enable me to stop illicit trade at
Norfolk or elsewhere within the limits of the North Atlantic Blockad-
ing Squadron. The new fleet captain has just entered upon his duties
and is not familiar with the situation of affairs here.

I have the honor to be, general, yours, respectfully,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hdqes. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., February 7, 1863. •

Actg. Bear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Bloelcading Squadron :

Admieai. : It was at General Viele's request that I asked you to send
him an officer with whom he might confer in regard to some additional
safeguards in regard to trade. The general thought he might obtain
valuable suggestions from an officer of the Navy. That was all he had
in view. The occasion which made such a conference desirable has
now passed by.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

Suffolk, Va., February 8, 1863.

Major-General Drx:

My scouting party went to Carrsville in the night. Captain Eoberts
reports the arrival of a battalion at Franklin of cavalry armed with

sabers, rifles, and revolvers. Two companies were at Carrsville and
Holland's yesterday, returning via South Quay. The contraband says

there was much rejoicing at J'rankUn, and the troops turned out on the

arrival.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major- General.

Suffolk, February 8, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

Very intelligent contraband escaped this morning. Has a family

here. His master resides 1 mile from Franklin. Yesterday he over-

heard him and officers talking in the field. Pryor has been re-enforced

by Georgia and Louisiana troops; will have 8,000 tliis week. Gen-
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eral Colston has dropped down to Zuni from Petersburg with 12,000;

both are coming here in a few days. His account is very honestly

given. It looks very plausible. Pryor has been receiving aid ; this is

confirmatory.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major- Oeneral.

Suffolk, Va., February 8, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

If there is any truth in the information conveyed in my last telegram

the force under Colston must be same reported as being camped 8 miles

from Petersburg last week; the amounts correspond. Their plan is

probably a dash for a few days, while not imperatively called for else-

where.
Several men have deserted to the enemy.

JOHN J. PECK,
MajorOeneral.

FOET MoNEOE, February 8, 1863.

Major-General Peck:
The Ninth Army Corps is ordered here. One brigade has arrived.

1 will let them take position at Newport News at present, ready to be

thrown in any direction. Keep up your reconnaissances and advise me
of any hostile movement.

JOHN A. DIX.

Wae Department,
Washington, February 9, 1863—4 p. m.

Major-General Drx, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

The Ninth Army Corps, ordered to your command, will be used as

you may deem proper. It, however, should be kept together as much
as possible. A portion of it may be ordered farther south immediately.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

New York, February 9, [1863.]
General M. C. Meigs :

I think there will be no difficulty in accomplishing in New York what
we talked of Saturday, for any number of men less than 12,000. If you
wish I will send you a detailed report in cipher early to-morrow. It
wiU take a few days to get things ready. You can see General Halleck.

A. E. BUENSIDE.

Fort Monroe, Va.,
February 10, 1863—3 a. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief:

1 send a dispatch just received from General Peck. I have tele-

graphed to the President the news in yesterday's Richmond papers,
just received. The Ericsson left two hours ago with her three sub-
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marine tows, and is going at the rate of 4 miles an Lour. Will you
please advise Secretary of the Navy ? Wind west ; weather beivatiliil.

SUTFOLK, Va., February 10, 18(iH.

Major-General Drx:
A contraband from Weldon says very stronc and ex1»neive earthworkK are con-

structed on the approaches. He heard that Pettigrew contemplated a raid acroHs

the river, while Pryor would occupy us with his command. A Massacliusetts lady

came from Weldon yesterday on her way North. She said that the enemy had ."SOjOUO

men near the railroad that conld be concentrated at Wilmiugton, GoldKboron^U, or

Weldon in afew hours. I give these items as in connection with others that you may
have, that their proper value may be arrived at.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

New York, February 10. 18G3.

Major-General Hai^leck, Ge^ieral-in- Chief

:

I telegraphed to General Meigs yesterday in regard to obtaining

vessels in New York, and can give you details in cipher if you wi.sli it.*

A. E. BUENSIDE,
Major-General.

Washington, February 11, 18t)3.

Maj. Gen. Ambeose E. Buenside, New Torlc

:

Expedition postponed for the present.^
H. W. HALLEGK,

Gencral-in- Chief.

Suffolk, February 11, 1863.

M-ajor-General Drx:

Pryor has been re-enforced somewhat. I cannot learn of any heavy

force at Zuni. As the Ninth Corps is for some ulterior end I fear prom-

ised forces will not be sent at this time. ,^„^^ ^ r^T^r^^rJOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

FoET Monroe, February 11, 1863.

Major-General Peck:

Ninth Corps will remain except, it may be, apart. Can we do any-

thin- on the New London [Blackwater] by sending it to you, or ^voul(l

it i)ay to drive Pryor ottl We must economize m forces for great re-

sults hereafter,
j^j^^ ^ j^j^^

Major-General.

Suffolk, February 12, 1863.

Major-General DiX:

Your claim for tlie Ninth Corps is strong, and I hope it will remain.

II- 1 had pontoons I would clear out Washington t and New London

[J'.hiclvwatcr] Diidgc. In that event tlic preseno^of some old troops

- Some personal matter omitted. tPraukUu, Va.
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from that command would be very essential. One of the brigades here

Ayould enable us to move larger commands and make detachments with

safety to them and this place. How strong is the Ninth Corps ?
^ JOHN J. PECK,

Major- General.

FoKT Monroe, February 12, 1863.

Major-General Peck:

The Ninth Corps is 15,000 strong.' _
JOHN A. DLjL,

Major- Oeneral.

Hampton Eoads, February 13, 1863—7.30 p. m.

General H. W. Halleck,
Commander-in-Chief U. S. Army, Washington, JJ. C;

I have just arrived from the South to obtain more heavy guns and

ammunition.
, ^, /-v i,

I have reconnoitered the whole coast from Charleston to the Ogeechee

Eiver, and can give full information of the state of affairs both naval

and military. While the ordnance is being loaded I can come to Wash-

ington to report in person, and with your permission I will do so.

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General, Comdg. Eighteenth Army Corps.

FoKT Monroe, February 13, 1863.

Major-General Peck:

My man will return to Boston [Suffolk] to-night. Facilitate him in

getting through our pickets. He is to be back in thirty days with im-

portant information.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

[Februaet 13-18, 1863.—For correspondence between Halleck and

Foster, in relation to return of the latter to South Carolina, see Series I,

Vol. XIV, pp. 400, 402, 403, 408.]

Febrttart [16,] 1863.

Major-General Fostee,
Commanding Department of North Carolina

:

Sir : On the 5tli of January, 1863, at 10.30 o'clock p. m., as Lieutenant
Sanders was walking in company with three other men on the principal

street in Elizabeth City, N. C., they were fired upon by a party of guer-

rillas from behind some brick walls, the ruins of burnt buildings. One
of the men was killed instantly. My brother walked to his quarters
and died in half an hour from the time he received the wounds. The
company immediately turned out and succeeded in capturing two of the
murderers with their guns in their hands. We captured several others,

but without their arms. They were placed in prison to await an inves-

tigation, which was held, and the innocent set free.

* Some details omitted from this dispatch.
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The murder of Lieutenant Cox and family occurred on the morning
of the 9th of February, 1863, in the following manner : He being a resi-

dent of Pasquotank County, and living 16 miles from town, went down
for the purpose of moving his family to the city. On his return he was
attacked by a gang of guerrillas, who came upon him from a thicket and
fired a volley, killing him and a girl of four years old instantly and
wounding the wife so that she died on the 13th instant. Three other

men of my company were wounded, 1 mortally, 1 badly, 1 slightly.

The team ran to the city, bnt without any one to tell what had be-

come of its riders, but the marks of blood on the carriage gave evidence

of foul play. I immediately sent out an expedition, which returned in

the evening with the bodies of Lieutenant Cox and child. This caused
great excitement among the people, both civil and military, who urged
that something be done to avenge, if possible, or at least to set an ex-

ample to prevent the committing of such brutal outrages. I was asked
by many to take all of those prisoners who could be proven guilty of

being guerrillas and have them shot. I was not myself in favor of

doing so ; but when I thought the matter over deliberately I ordered

one prisoner, by the name of A. White, to be brought out and shot,

which was done by a brother of Lieutenant Cox, for which I hold my-
self personally responsible.

E. C. SANDERS,
Captain, Commanding Post at Elizabeth City.

SUBTOLK, Va., February 16, 1863.

Major-General DiX:
Major Stratton made a general reconnaissance in the direction of

Blackwater, driving in the pickets about Carrsville, capturing 4 sabers,

1 Sharps' carbine, several blankets, and provisions. He examined con-

trabands who stated Fryer's force about Franklin at 11,000, and that

7 000 were at Black Creek Church with cavalry and "right smart artil-

lery " making 18,000. These agree very nearly with the reports made

some ten days since. Major [Stratton] and Captain Loomis credit the

report as to the 7,000 and place Fryer's at 7,000 or 8,000 also. Captain

Loomis made the captures.
^^^^ ^ p^^^^

Major-General.

War Depaetment,
Washington, February 16, 1863.

Major-General Bttrnside, Providence, B. I. :

If a<^reeable to you to resume the command in North Carolina and of

the Ninth Army Corps, please come to Washington.
J±. W. n A I iLitUKji^,

Oeneral-in- Chief.

Pkotedbnoe, R. I., February 17, 1863.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok:

Your dispatch is received. I leave for Washington at once and will

report to yon in person.-
^ ^ BURNSIDB.

• Bninaide aesnmed command of the Ninth Army Corps March 17, 1863.
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Port Monroe, February 17, 1863.
Major-General Peck,

Commanding at Suffolk :

I learn from a Surry County man, whom I think well informed and
perfectly reliable, that Pryor's whole force, including a cavalry regi-

ment at Philadelphia,* Albany,* and vicinity does not exceed 7,000
men. He says there is no force between vicinity of ISew York* and
Georgetown* and only a small force at Black Creek Church.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Washington, D. C.j F^ruary 18, 1863.

Brig. Gen. Joseph G. Totten,
Chief of Fngineers :

General : In consequence of some changes that have been made it

will not be necessary to send the pontoon equipage for which General
Foster reccDtly made a requisition. The General-in-Chief therefore re-
quests you to retain it iu New York until otherwise called for.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. W. CTJLLUM,
Brigadier- General and Chief of Staff.

Fort Monroe, Va,, February 18, 1863.

General Joseph G. Totten,
Chief Engineer U. S. Army, Washington, B. C. :

Very recent circumstances will prevent my going to the point where
1 expected to operate. I will therefore withdraw the application for
the pontoon bridge to be sent there. I would, however, very much
like to have it iu North Carolina, if it is not wanted elsewhere.

J. G. FOSTER,
Mc^jor- General, Volunteers.

Sttffolk, February 18, 1863.
Major-General Dix

:

Twenty men have deserted from Mounted Rifles since payment-
many to the enemy.
What had better be done with goods confiscated from ladies ?

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Hdqrs. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., February 18, 1863.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron:

Admiral: The raajcr-general commanding the department directsme to forward to you the inclosed list of vessels in Government employ

minted.''*''''"'''
^'"'""'''' *" "''^^"'^ "'"''' ^^ ^'^ ''"'^ ^''"=''- Their names not A^.
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at this place and vicinity, with the respective dates of assignment and
numbers of the flags assigned to such vessels.*

I would also respectfully state that the omission to supply you with
the hst before was on account ofmy having supposed that due notice was
also given you by the chief quartermaster, Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas
at the same time he furnished it to these headquarters.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. T. VAN BUEEN,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

,^ . ^ FOET MONEOE, February 19, 1863.
Major-General Peok:

I am very much dissatisfied with Colonel Dodge and his management.
He has allowed his men to plunder the country, and they are now de-
serting to the enemy. The President has recommended him to the
Senate for brigadier-general. This ought not to be.

I think you had better sell Mrs. Portlock's goods at auction. Apply
proceeds to public use.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oeneral.

FoET MoNEOE, Va., February 19, 1863.
General H. W. Halleck,

Commander-in-Chief U. S. Army, Washington, B. C:
GeneeAX,: I have the honor to report that I have just had a conver-

sation with Admiral Lee, in which he informed me that his gunboats in
the sounds of North Carolina will soon be ready to operate up the Eoan-
oke, Tar, and Neuse Elvers, for the purpose of destroying some iron-
clad gunboats reported to be building there.

He desires my co-operation, which I propose to give with all my avail-
able force. I can do this the more effectively if the Ninth Army Corps
be ordered to assist.

If the disposable transportation be limited I think I could manage
with the few remaining boats in the sounds to transport this force in

detachments from Winfield, on the Chowan Eiver, to the point where
the force will be used.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. G. FOSTEE,

Major-General, Volunteers.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
JSewport News, February 19, i863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Arr,iy Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

Genbeal: I have received from your assistant adjutant-general a
communication dated February 18, inclosing a list of steamers in the

employ of the Government at Fortress Monroe and vicinity. 1 beg to be
informed if these are to be considered as additional to those included in

the lists sent me in your letters of October 20 and 23. I fear that some
irregularities have been occasioned by my not having been promptly

*Tlje list, in whicli alteratjoqs -were frequently made, is omitted.
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supplied, agreeably to the arrangement agreed upon in October, with
the names of steamers as they were added to or taken from the original

list. Under this arrangement steamers may enter and pass out of the

Eoads without being recognized as in the employ of your department.

To avoid any abuse which might arise out of this custom I have to re-

quest that you will issue orders that all steamers shall communicate
with the guard vessel in passing between the hours of sunset and sun-

rise. I will instruct the outer guard vessel accordingly.

I have also to request that you will direct that the flag-of-truce steam-

ers shall be required so to arrange their movements as not to pass the

blockade at Newport News at night, as by doing so they are liable to

be fired into.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Gomdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

NOEFOLK, February 20, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

General Peck's information seems to tally with the reports brought
to me that 15,000 men will move in this direction through Princess

Anne County. I have examined three men to-night. They are very

much frightened and believe all they say.

EGBERT L. YIELE,
Brigadier- General.

Suffolk, Va., February 20, 1863.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe

:

General Viele has doubtless communicated the information received
by liim in respect to a contemplated raid or movement of the enemy in

this direction. Reports come in from contrabands of re-enforcements
from Richmond.
Major Stratton will go to Gatesville and South Mills to-morrow to

watch that country.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- Oev^ral.

Suffolk, Va., February 20, 1863.
General Viele, Korfolk

:

Major Stratton wiU start in the morning for Gatesville and South
Mills and will wat«h that section.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Hdqrs. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., February 20, 180S.

Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockadfmg Squadron:

Admiral : I have just received your communication of yesterday.
The list of steamers sent you l)y Colonel Van Buren yesterday shows
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the additions made to the list furnished you in October. These steam-
ers should have been reported to you at the time they were respectively
taken into the service of the Quartermaster's Department; but through
a misapprehension in the assistant adjutant-general's ofiBce, explained
in Colonel Van Buren's letter, they were not reported to me. I will,

see that ho such mistake occurs hereafter, and that all changes are
reported the day they are made. I think no inconvenience has resulted
from it, as all these steamers have a flag number, and none others are
passed without special permits.

All steamers in the service of the army communicate with the guard
vessel now, both by night and day, when it is possible. If they are in

the quartermaster's service they exhibit a flag with a number corre-

sponding with that on the list which has been furnished. K not in his

service they are passed under special permits.
There is a difficulty at night in distinguishing the guard vessel from

others, and I respectfully suggest that the one here, as well as the one
at Norfolk, may hoist a red light at night, bo that our steamers may
know and be able to communicate with them.

In regard to flag-of-truce boats, their purpose always is to reach here
before night; but Colonel Ludlow is sometimes unavoidably detained,

and it may happen, too, that our prisoners cannot be put on board the

transports at City Point in time to reach your picket boat untU after

dark. The prisoners are generally miserably provided for, and a delay

of a single night at Newport News would be inconvenient. I therefore

propose that you suggest some signal, by whistle or lights, by which
the flag-of-truce boats may advise you of their approach. It is not

likely that it will be often necessary to use it.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oewfral.

Genbeax, Ordees, » Hdqes. Dbpt. of Va., 7th Army Corps,
No. 13. )

Fort Monroe, Ya., February 20, 1863.

Lieut. Col. Louis H. Pelouze, assistant adjutant-general. Seventh

Army Corps, having reported pursuant to orders from the War De-

partment, is assign«S to duty at these headquarters.

Bv command of Major-Greneral Dix

:

D. T. VAN BDEEN,
Assistant Ae^utant-General.

SxnPPOLK, Va., February 21, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, Fort Monroe :

I do not feel much apprehension about raids upon Norfolk and Ports-

mouth. Those places are very strong by nature. Tanner's Creek, East-

em Southern, and Western Branches of the Elizabeth, with their arms,

canals, and swamps, almost bar approach at any time, especially when

everything is flooded. The rebel lines of defense are well selected, and

bv maps I have are only about 3 or 4 miles in extent—about one-third

of mine. That swamp is a dangerous place for an ordinary force basing

upon Blackwater. Had the enemy command of the Albemarle it would
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be another thiug. The enemy must pass via South Mills. The bridges

being destroyed, a small redoubt with a regiment and some artillery

would bar up the approach.

The only inducement for a cavalry movement by that line would arise

from combined operations against Suffolk, at least iu the lirst instance.

JOHN J. PBGK,
Major- General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Newport News, Va., February 21, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe

:

General : I have received your communication of February 20.

Have directed that the guard vessel oft' Fort Monroe and Norfolk

shall have a red light hoisted between sunset and sunrise. When I

wrote vou about the flag-of-truce boat I had considered what you now
suggest about a signal. The objection to that is this : Any such signal

will be quickly understood through informers, and may be badly abused

by the enemy. If the exchanged prisoners pass the night of their arri-

val at Old Point on board the steamer the inconvenience would prob-

ably be the same if the tlag-of-truce boat should leave City Point at

such an hour as would admit of her passing the blockade at daylight.

If this, which appears to me to be quite practicable, cannot be car-

ried out, I will on h'^aring from you instruct the fleet captain to arrange

variable signals with the flag-of-truce boat and the picket vessels.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

Hdqes. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., February 23, 1863.

Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron ;

Admiral: I have the honor. to inclose a letter from Captain Edgar,
of the steamer Thomas A. Morgan, the mail boat between this post and
Yorktown, setting forth a forcible intrusion into his vessel by Lieuten-

ant Blake, commanding officer of the Mahaska, the guard vessel at

Yorktown, and the arrest of Mr. John B. Wilson, his clerk, who was
taken on board the said vessel and kept in irons from 4 o'clock in the
afternoon to 10 o'clock the next day. I have examined Mr. Wilson and
a witness who saw a part of the transaction for which the former was
arrested, and their testimony shows that the pilot, Mr. Green, had a
quarrel with Mr. Wilson of a private nature, resulting in blows ; and
from all the facts I think there is no doubt that Mr. Green was the
aggressor.
But whatever the merits of the case may be, the act of Lieutenant

Blake iu stopping the mail steamer in the service of the army and tak-
ing one of her officers out of her by force, instead of bringing the case
before me, was an outrage which I do not doubt you will call on him
promptly to redress,
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The delay iu briuging the case before j-ou was caused by your ab-
sence aud by accidentally mislaying Captain Edgar's letter.

I am, verj' respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
OfFeicport News, Fa., February 24, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Ya.

:

General : I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your commu-
nication of February 23, covering a letter from Captain Edgar, of the
steamer Thomas A- Morgan, in regard to an alleged forcible intrusion
into that vessel by Lieutenant Blake, of the Navy, and the seizure and
confinement by him of the clerk of that steamer.

This matter will receive promiit attention and the result will be com-
municated to you as soon as practicable.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LE%

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

Headquarters Department of Virginia,
Fort Monroe, Va., February 28, 18G3.

Capt. W. E. Blake, Provost-Marshal

:

Captain : You will on receipt of this send Mr. Newbould, the cor-

respondent of the New York Times, out of the department. He has

more than once misrepresented the condition of things here. I had
last evening a dispatch from Major-General Peck informing me that one

of Mr. Newbould's statements in regard to matters in his command was
untrue, llepresentations in regard to a department in contact with the

enemy should not only be prudent, but true ; and Mr. Newbould in his

zeal for the press with which he is connected has not taken pains to

ascertain the truth of his statements, rendering corrections necessary,

or creating uneasiness whi«h no correction is in time to repair. Ho is

obviously a sensationalist aud this is no place for him.

I am, respectfully, yours,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Hdqes. Dept. of Virginia, Setenth Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., February 28, 18G3.

Actg. Itear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Bloehading Squadron :

Admiral : The officer in command of the guard vessel took from the

captain of the steamer Planter, which arrived here this morning with

troops, his original orders, handing him the copy, which I inclose. I

respectfully ask that they may be returned to me. They constitute,

with the indorsement of the quartermaster here, the evidence of the

T)erformance of the service for which the steamer was chartered, and

are necessary for the adjustment of the captain's account with the

Quartermaster's Department.

35 R R

—

vol xviii
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I respectfully ask that you will direct the commander of the guard
vessel not to take from transient steamers arriving here with troops
or supplies for the army their original orders, but to keep copies, if you
require them.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours,
JOHI^r A. DIX,

Major-General.

Abatract from Xri-montlily Return of the Department of Virginia (Seventh Army Corps),

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix commanding, for FeVruary 28, 1863 (headquarters Fort Monroe,
Va.).
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Abstractfrom MeUtm of the Departvimt of North Carolina, Maj. Gen. John G. Foster com-
vtanding, for the month of February, 1863 (headquarters, New Berne, N. C. ).
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Organization of the Eighteenth Army Cor;ps, commanded by Maj. Gen. John

G. Foster (headquarters New Berne, N. C), February, 1863.

FIEST DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. I. N. Paimer cominaiidiLig.

First Brigade.

Col. T. J. C. Amoky commanding.

17th Massachusetts.

43d Massachusetts.
45th Massachusetts.
5lBt Massachusetts.

Second Jiri,gadc.

Col. H. C. Lee commanding.

5th Massachusetts.
25th Massachusetts.
27th Massachusetts.
46th Massachusetts.

SECOND DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Hknky M. Naglee commanding.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. C. A. Heckman commanding.

23d Massachusetts.
9th New Jersey.

81st New York.
98th New York.

Second Brigade.

Col. W. \V. H. Davis commanding.

11th Maine.
100th Ne\y York.
52d Pennsylvania.

I(t4th Penusylvania.
Independent New York Battalion.

THIRD DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. O. S. Feuky commanding.

First Brigade.

Col. Fkancls a. Osboun commandinj;

39th Illinois.

62d Ohio.
67th Ohio.
176th Pennsylvania.

Second Brigade.

Col. J. B. lIowElx commanding.

56th New York.
58th Pennsylvania.
85th Pennsylvania.
174th Penusylvania.

Bris

FOTJIiTn DIVISION.

Gen. H. W. Wessells commanding.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. L. C. Hunt commanding.

85th New York.
92d New York.
96th New York.
lOlst Pennsylvania.
lt)3d Pennsylvania.

Bri;

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. P. B. Spinola commanding.

132d New York.
158th Pennsylvania.
171st Pennsylvania.
175th Pennsylvania.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. T. G. Sxevenson commanding.

10th Coniiecticut.
24th Massachusetts.
44th Massachusetts.
5th Rhode Island.

FIFTH DIVISION.

Gen. H. Prince commanding.

Second Brigade.

Col. James Joukdan commanding.

3d Massachusetts Militia.
8th Massachusetts Militia.

158th New York.
168th Pennsylvania.
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ARTILLERY BItlGADE.

Brig. Gen. J. H. Lkdlie commanding.

3(1 Now York Artillery.
23d Independent !New York Battery.
24th New York Battery.
1st Rhode Island Artillery Battery V.
1st U. S. Artillery, Company C

CAYALItY.

Col. S. II. Mix commanding.

3d New York Cavalry.

VNATTACnED.

Brig. Gen. Edwakd E. Potter.

1st North Carolina (Union) Volunteers.

FoKT Monroe, Va., March 2, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, Gkief of Staff:

A demonstration was made on tbe enemy's lines yesterday which
brought out a considerable force. An attack was to have been made
on one of his batteries last night, but was probably postponed for want
of boats, to be brought from Norfolk. Every effort will be made to

ascertain promptly his strength. I telegraphed General I'eck on the
subject last night, after my return from Suffolk, in consequence of a
dispatch Irom General Bntterfield stating that Hood's and Pickett's

divisions were reported in Hooker's front. I have just received a dis-

patch from General Peck in which he says deserters from Pickett's

division state that they saw Pickett yesterday and thnt no brigades

have gone from Longstreet's command. They received orders to be

ready to move last night, but the orders were countermanded. One of

the deserters, a Texan, says that Hood was there yesterday. Jenkins'

division is before Suffolk. I will direct General Peck to make a recon-

naissance in force, and will be ready to make the movement referred to

by you promptly.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General, Commanding.

Headqifakters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Netc Berne, March 2, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in-Chief U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. :

General: I have received information that the corps Warmee of

Maj. Gen. B. H. Hill is within the limits of this State and that he

coiiimands this department. General Longstreet's cor[)s, it is thought,

has gone either to the southwest or to the vicinity of Charleston.

1 referred in my last letter to some ironclads being constructed

on the Tar and Iloauoke llivers. It is understood tliat the one on the

Roanoke liiver is nearly completed, and to prevent its being destroyed

by our gunboats before it is ready for service the enemy have asscm-
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bled a large force at Hamilton, said to be 7,000 infantry, 1,000 cavalry,

and seven batteries of between six and eight pieces each.

The fortifications at Eainbow Blufi, just below Hamilton, destroyed by
me last November, are being repaired and heavy guns being mounted
from Weldon. A considerable force is at Weldon and the enemy are

busily engaged in fortifying that point.

My present force of artillery and the fact that my best troops have

been sent to the Department of the South will not allow me to attack

Hamilton with any reasonable prospect of success.

To prevent the enemy from putting their threat into execution of

taking the town of Plymouth, taking the gunboats, or driving them out

of the river, I propose to re-enforce that point, and at the same time I

have prepared a strong reconnaissance, under General Prince, to move
in the direction of Wilmington, and so prevent too great an accumula-

tion of force on the Eoanoke until such time as I shall be strong enough
to attack with advantage. The command is only waiting for a suitable

condition of the roads to move, the recent rains having rendered them
almost impassable.

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTEE,
Major- General, Commanding.

United States Feag-ship Minnesota,
Newport Neics, March 3, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va. :

General : I inclose Lieutenant Blake's explanation for your perusal,

when please return it to me. You will see that the circumstances of

the case had not been fully and correctly represented to you. Still the
course pursued by this young ofiicer, then in temporary command of

the Mahaska, was irregular aud injudicious. I regret the occurrence,
and am sure that no official discourtesy was intended.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Eear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

Suffolk, Va., March 3, 18G3.
Major-General Dix:

Colonel Spear has just reported the result of a reconnaissance toward
Franklin. From sources that he says are entirely reliable the enemy
is reported at 20,000.

JOHK J. PECK,
Major-General.

March 3.

Major-General Peck, Suffolk:

It is reported that a company of the Mounted Eifles have deserted to
the enemy. I cannot credit the report. It is also reported that two of
the companies refused to go on picket duty. It is important that I
should know the truth of these reports at once.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.
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Suffolk, March 3, 1803.
Maj. Geu. John A. Dix:
The indorseiueut of Colonel Dodge is as follows

:

Not ono individual member of the Mounted Rifles has ever rol'used to do any duty.
No company has deserted nor is there any possible probability of such an occurrence.
About 20 men have deserted since Ist January—12 of them together ; can satisfac-
torily explain why. The morale of the regiment was never better than it is today.
My reasons for believing this are reliable, and will satisfy any one of the entire want
of foundation for such rumors as are sent.

CHARLES C. DODGE,
Colonel, 4~o.

Have called for a report, which I will forward.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-Oeneral.

Suffolk, March i, 1863.
Major-General Dix:
Spear left at 11 last night, with the most profound secrecy, to cut off

a guard on this side the bridge at Franklin. Two men deserted thirty

minutes before he passed the pickets and carried the information to

Franklin. All was ready for his reception—artillery, infantry, &c. He
lost none but captured three. His last dispatch says Longstreet and
Jackson are there with re-enforcements. Of the latter there can be but
little doubt; as to those generals I cannot say. Longstreet has been
reported in the West, which I do not believe.

JOHlSr J. PECK,
Major-General.

FOET MONEOE, VA.,
March 4, 1863—9.20 a. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Oenera l-in- Chief

:

It is reported to me from Eichmond that nearly all the insurgent

army has left Fredericksburg, and are moving to North Carolina and

tl)e Blackwater. A deserter from Eichmond also states that there were

but 30,000 men at Fredericksburg a week ago. I have just received

the following dispatch from General Peck

:

Suffolk, Va., March 3, 18G3.

Major-General Dix

:

The news from Blackwater is that the Ninth Corps is here or arriving, on the sup-

position that the enemy has been re-enforced to 20,000. A relative of Jefferson Davis

is in command where Pryor has been. The artillery is especially mentioned as being

the best in the South. Some new cavalry reported. This coraesfrom persons residing

in different places, and Spear credits it. Spear is going out this evening.
JOxlJN •} , irJlit^lvj

Major'General.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., March 5, 1803.

Major-General Dix:

Colonel Spear has returned. He reports 20,000 on the Blackwater.

General Colston is there. Geneml Longstreet is at Petersburg with

two divisions of his corps. He visits Blackwater once or twice every
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week ; Jack.son not tliere. Pryor Las been to Eiebmond lo give account
of Lis operations before a court of inquiry and returned yesterday. Ite-

i)orts are contradictory tLat I get from prisoners.

JOHN J. PECK,
]\[ajor-General.

IlDQr.s. First Division, Eiguteenth Army Corps,
New Berne, March 5, 1803.

Lieut. Col. SoiTTHARD Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

Sir : I Lave tlie Lonor to report, for tLe information of tLe command-
ing general of tlie dc]iartment, tlic following facts relative to tLe arrest

of certain citizens of Edeuton by tlie military autLorities in tLe Depart-

ment of Virginia, and of tlie carrying away of certain Lorses by tbe same
autbority

:

It appears tLat after tlie firing upon a party of Dodge's cavalry, and
tlio killing of one of tLem by some guerrillas near Edenton, a military

force was sent to tLat place and arrested some 8 or 10 persons. On my
recent inspecting tour 1 Lad an interview witL tLe mayor and prijicipal

citizens of Edenton for tlie purpose of ascertaining all tLe facts in tLe
case. TLe citizens appear to be mucL outraged at tLe appearance of

guerrilla parties in tbeir vicinity, as of course tLey must sufler for it.

TLey do uot pretend to say anytLing in favor of some of tliose wlio were
arrested, and say tLey are rejoiced tLat tLey Lave been carried away,
as tLey are troublesome, bad men, and one or two of tLem are deserters
from tlie rebel army.

Inclosed I send statement signed by tLose citizens concerning Josliua
T. Stacy, Moses Hobbs, SetL Parker, Jolin Coflield, JoLn S. Lenry,
and J. S. Leary, jr., six of tlie persons arrested and carried to Suffolk.
TLe citizens wLo make tLese statements are said to be loyal men.

My belief is tLat tLey Lave at least remained always, since Edenton
Las been in our possession, jieaceable and quiet and desirous of doing
no act against tLe United States autliorities ; audi tliink it notLing
more tLan my duty to request you to bring tLe matter to tLe early at-

tention of tbe commanding officer of tLe Department of Virginia in
order tliat a fair investigation may be Lad in tLe several cases.

I am, sir, respectfullv, vonr obedient servant,

I. N. PALMEIi,
Brigadier- Genera I Volunteers.

Suffolk, Va., March C, 1803.
Major-General Dis:
TLree very intelligent non-commissioned officers Lave been out to-

ward Blackwater looking for des(>rters. Last niglit tLey passed tLem-
selves for Confederates and Lad tlie freedom of the Louse of a leading
rebel near Windsor, from wliom tbey iiicked u]) many items. Ue said
from 20,000 to 25,000 were on Blackwater; tLat a "new general was
tliere and they were coming over so soon as tLe river lell snfliciently.
It was LigL and some bridges Lad been damaged. Tlieir spies knew all
about Suffolk

;
tliat we Lad 12,0(10, and two gunboats. TLese numbers

agree very nearly witli information I received from nunieroiis quarters
and from men of good judgment and general information.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.
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Fort Monroe, Va., March C, 1863.
Maj. Geu. H. W. Halleck,

General-in-Chief TJ. S. Army:

Another reconnaissance on the Blackwater puts the enemy's force at
20,000. It is commanded by General Colston. Longstreet is said to
he at Petersburg, but I do not consider it certain. Colonel Spear has
captnred 3 of tlie enemy's pickets, 2 horses, 3 rifles, sabers, and other
articles.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

March 7.

Major-General Peck, SufoUc

:

Last night it was reported to me through Admiral Lee that Pryor had
sent a force, probably small, to Smithfield and Pagan Creek four dnys
ago. It would be well to ascertain. The guns will be attended to.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Newport News, March 7, 1SC3.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

General : The commanding ofiQcer of the guard vessel at Norfolk
reports to me to-day that the quartermaster at that post declines to give

certificates to transports returning in ballast from Norfolk on the ground
that their contracts with Government expired when their cargoes were
discharged and that they were therefore no longer in Government em-
ploy. I beg you will give such directions as will prevent the inconven-

iences which arise from this. I would suggest that a certificate in each
case from the quartermaster, stating that the vessel had come as a

transport in the employ of the army and was going out in ballast, would
be all that is necessary.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Gomdg. N. Atlantie Bloelcading Squadron.

Hdqrs. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., March 7, 1803.

His Excellency Abraham Lincoln,
President of the United States

:

Sir : I am extremely unwilling to trouble you, amid your multifarious

and responsible duties, with a matter which ought to have been settled

elsewhere; but having failed in every effort to arrange it 1 feel it my
duty to the public service to api)eal to you. Soon after Admiral Leo

took command of the blockading squadron on this part of the coast he

]ilaced a gunboat between Fort Monroe and Fort Wool, a short distance

to the east, and required all vesselsbound to this post, even when laden

with army stores, to come to anchor or heave to until a permit to come
to the dock could be procured from me. No such requirement has been
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enforced before since the commencement of the war. It is not only a

new but a needless vexation, and has led in some instances to the most
serious inconvenience and loss. The only pretext under which it can be

made is to enforce the blockade, and as against this fort it is an absurd-

ity. A blockade is an investment of an enemy's port. Admiral Lee is

blockading one of our forts by one of our gunboats—a novelty in war
which is without precedent.

I protested against this proceeding at the outset as an indignity to the

army and to the commander of this military department, whose head-

quarters are here; and I would have resisted it but for an unwillingness

to present to the public the scandal of a quarrel between the Army and
the Navy, when the cordial co-operation of both is needed to maintain

the national interests and honor.
If the object of the blockade of the enemy's territory were promoted

by the measure I would silently acquiesce in it, objectionable as it is.

But no such object is gained. There is no enemy's territory to block-

ade within 15 iniles of Fort Monroe, and the blockading squadron at

Newport News and Norfolk shuts out all ingress. It does not profess

to be a precaution against smuggling, and it would be useless if it did.

There is a revenue vessel at Fort Monroe, commanded by a very faithful

and vigilant officer. There is also a captain of the port, with a compe-
tent force. These two officers examine all vessels that come to Fort

Monroe, not only as to the sufficiency of their papers but as to their

cargoes, opening and scrutinizing every cask and package.
Tlie partial objections to the measure are these

:

1st. It compels every vessel to come to and to send to the fort for a
permit, often at great inconvenience.

I'd. It occasions delays, always vexatious in time of war, when the
prompt delivery of supplies is necessary, and sometimes exceedingly
annoying. The last time I visited Washington a commissary's vessel,

laden with potatoes, of which we were greatly in need, was kept lying
alongside of the guard boat twenty-four hours because I was not here
to grant a permit. On the same day some boats laden with insurgents
came out of the Rappahannock and burned the ship Alleghanian, laden
with guano. K the gunboat had been employed in protecting our com-
merce here instead of blockading the army at Fort Monroe and keeping
us out of our supplies it would have deprived the enemy of a success
and spared us an annoyance.

3d. It is the source not only of annoyance but of disaster and private
injury. On thenightofthe21st ultimo, in the midstof a violent easterly
gale and snow-storm, a schooner laden with forage for the quartermas-
ter in attempting to enter the harbor for shelter was ordered off by the
guard boat, as the captain states, because she had not a permit from me,
and ran aground on the beach. She was unladen with great inconven-
ience, and we had three steamers employed for portions of two days to
get her afloat. The actualloss to Government cannot be less than $1,000.
The officer of the gunboat, as I learn, has authority to pass vessels

driven into the harbor by violent storms; but misapprehensions some-
times arise and serious accidents occur in consequence. If the gunboat
were removed there M'ould be no danger of misunderstanding and loss.
These are, briefly, some of tlje inconveniences and the evils of this meas-

ure. I object to it, first, as useless; second, as inconvenientand vexatious;
third, as producing public annoyance and injury; fourth, as a source of
private wrong and loss ; and, fifth, as an indignity to the army ; and ou *

these grounds I ask your interposition to terininate it. I inclose a map



CHAi-.XXX.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 555

showing the position of the gunboat at A, and I request that she may
be required to be removed and placed as far west as B, and that this
fort and the anchoring ground between it and Hampton be left open to
the access ofvessels, as it was under Admirals Goldsborough and Wilkes,
not only to such as have army supplies but such as come here for shelter,
subject to the usual revenue and military inspection, which is never
omitted.
There is an immense contraband traffic carried on between the York

and Kappahannock Eivers, and the steamer which is blockading us
might render a valuable service in that quarter instead of creating an-
noyance to the army here.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

SUPFOLK, March 7, 1803.
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe

:

The proposed exchange reminds me that the infantry force here is

very low, considering its very recent organization. Bayonets of men for
duty, 7,100 ; aggregate, 8,300. Should an attack be made during stormy
weather, when communication is interrujited between Old Point and
Norfolk, the enemy might possibly gain some advantage.

JOHN J. PECK,
iiMajor- General.

Fort Monroe^ Va., starch 9, 1803.

Major-General Hat.leck,
Generalrin- Chief :

I have just received the following dispatch from General Peck:

Suffolk, Va., March 9, 1803.

Major-General Dix

:

Colonel Dodge has just returned from Blackwater beyond Windsor. His advance
was fired upon by rebel cavalry. He charged them, following down Bridge road, and
captured 4, with 5 horses and other equipments. The party crossed over. His in-

formation is corroborative of all we have of the force of the enemy. Prisoners give

twenty-odd thousand on the river. General Hill had been there, but thought he was
not there now. Additional cavalry regiments are mentioned ; also new batteries.

Pryor not in command.
JOHN J. PECK.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Fort Monroe, Va., 31arch 9, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok,
General-in- Chief:

The account of 20,000 men on the Blackwater is confirmed from many
quarters. Tbere is a large force at Petersburg and Drewry's Blutt'.

Very few troops at Eichmond.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.
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FoET Monroe, Va., March 11, 1863.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Oeneral-in- Chief JJ. S. Army

:

I have just received tlie following dispatch from General Peck

:

Suffolk, Va., March 11, 18()3.

General JOHN A. Dix

:

The *Fifty-8ocond aud Filty-fil'tli North Carolina and two Mississippi regiments aro

among the late arrivals ; deserters say large regiments ; that General Longstreet

has command, with headqnartei's at Petersburg. Ho sent a division to Charleston,

which is returning to Petersburg for LYedcricksburg. Two regiments, Virginians,

under orders for Petersburg from Blackwater.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-Geneial.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Suffolk, March 11, 1803.

Major-General Dax

:

Charleston Mercury of 26th February has the following:

Longstreet's division of Lee's army is in motion. Some 15,0.00 passed through
Richmond. They took the route pointing to the south side of the James.

This has been verified by the general reports since about that time.

Of late, some reported a division going to South Carolina. To-day the

deserter.s say it is back again, and will probably go to Fredericksburg.
JOBN J. FECK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Neio Berne, N. C, March 11, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in-Chief U. S. Army, Wanhington, D. C.

:

General : lieferring to my letter of March 2 I have the honor to
report that the reconnaissance of General Prince has returned and re-

ported. General Prince proceeded up the south side of Trent Eiver to
Trenton, meeting with no opposition ; he found the bridges over the
Trent at that point not rebuilt. He then retraced his steps for Pollocks-
ville ; thence to Young's Cross-Iioads ; thence crossing the White Oak
Eiver to Onslow. The cavalry force under his command thoroughly
scouted the country between White Oak and New Rivers, scattering all

the small parties of the enemy in that vicinity. After obtaining all in-

formation possible he returned.
A reconnaissance, under command of Brigadier-General Potter, and

consisting of a portion of the Fifty-first Massachusetts Volunteer Militia,
a section of artillery, and detachment of cavalry, proceeded to Swans-
borougli, on White Oak Eiver. They met with no opposition.
A reconnaissance was sent up Trent road toward Kinston, consisting

of the Twenty-fifth Eegiment, under command of Colonel Pickett, and
two companies Third New Yorlc Cavalry, under Captain .lacobs. A
portioji of this command proceeded to within 12 miles of Jvinston, sur-
prising an outpost of the enemy (two companies) at that point, captur-
ing 5 prisoners, their camp equipage, &c.
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Colonel Jones, commanding picket line, pushed a I'ccoimaissance to

Core Creek and drove the enemy back iu that direction. A force was
sent to Hyde County to catch certain guerrillas iu that county and to

break up a smuggling trade iu corn and forage. This party was ambus-
caded, and lost, before they dispersed the enemy, 4 killed and 13 wounded
from the Third New York Cavalry. On their return, as I found the

object had not been thoroughly accomplished, I sent a larger force,

under command of Colonel Morris, One hundred and first Pennsylvania
Volunteers. From this I have not yet heard.
The information derived from these various scouts is, briefly

—

Thirty-eight thousand rations are issued daily from Goldsborough to

troops within drawing distance. This in all probability includes the

forces at Goldsborough, Kinston, Tarborough, Kenansville (west of

Onslow, near the railroad), and possibly the force on the Roanoke Kiver,

leaving Weldon and Wilmington as separate points of issue.

The information given in mine of March 2, as to the force on Roanoke
River, has been confirmed, both as to position and numbers. The iron-

clad, also mentioned, is again reported as being now ready.

Owing to the dearth of transportation in this department at present

I shall have to await the return of the expedition to Hyde County in

order to send re-enforcements to Plymouth, which 1 propose to do, and

also to erect a battery there capable of defending the town, holding the

mouth of the river, and assisting the Navy in repelling the iron-clads.

Owing to the fact that so large a ])ortion of my light artillery is now
iu the Department of the South (a picked force) it is necessary to mount

two companies Third New York Artillery, and I have made the requisi-

tions (to day's mail) for two batteries of Napoleon guns, comitlete. and

for the requisite number of horses. I trust this will meet your approval,

and that the guns and horses will be at once ordered.

I omitted to mention that General Dix having kindly offered to scout

from Norfolk and Suffolk, with his cavalry, in the direction of Edenton,

Elizabeth City, and Winfleld, 1 have embraced the otter, and shall con

centrate the tbrces at these small posts, Plymouth, and Roanoke. The

small posts above-named were difficult to re-enforce or sui)port, and

yet some force should be iu this direction, and this relieves me of the

Your favor of the 4th of March, on the subject of the Maine artillery,

has just come to hand, and in obedience thereto I am taking the neces-

sary steps to master out such members of that organization as do not

voluntarily join some other arm of the service.

I am, general, with great respect, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General, Commanding.

Suffolk, March 12, 18()3.

Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix:

There has been some mystery about Longstreet's moves, but the fol-

lowing from Charleston Mercury settles all doubt:

Loncstrcet has been appointed by tlie President to Iho dcpaitiiient inade vacant

bvtbe resignation of General Sn.itli. Tliis department inelndes South Virginia and

North Carolina. General Longstreet's headquarters will be at I'ctersburg.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.
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Suffolk, March 12, 1SG3.
Major-General DiX:

Certain letters have this moment reached me to the effect that an
attack upon Suffolk is to be made. One is from the signal officer of

Norfolk. In it he says that every preparation is being made at Frank-
lin to render the affair successful. The information he regards as from
good sources.

Some person who has run the blockade gives it as the current report
in Eichmond.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, March 12, 1863.

Major-General Dys.:

The reported increase on Blackwater has resulted from the movement
of troops into your department. My impression has been that they
were watching our moves. Longstreet's position with supports near
Petersburg wears a threatening appearance, and may form the basis of
the reports from Norfolk.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-Oeneral.

FoET MoNKOE, March 12, 1863.
Major-General Peck,

Commanding at Suffolk

:

In view of reports you mention I shall send you 5,000 men, probably
2,000 to-morrow, from Newport News.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Suffolk, March 12, 1863.
Major-General Dix:

Colonel Stetzel is 9 miles below Gatesville. Reports an attack by
guerrillas some days ago, who were driven off by the troops and gun-
boat.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

FOET MONEOE, VA.,
March 13, 1863—11 a. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. HalleCK,
General-in-Chief JJ. S. Army

:

General Longstreet is in command of the forces at Eichmond and on
the Blackwater, in place of General Gustavus W. Smith, resigned. In
view of the large re-enforcements on the Blackwater 1 have ordered
Getty's division of the Ninth Army Corps to Suffolk. The rest are at
Newport News.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General, Commanding.
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Headquaetees Outposts,
March 13, [1863]—G.30 p. m.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

SiE : The information of the attack on our Trent Eiver posts reached
me just now, on my return from an expedition to Core Creek, Street's

Ferry, &c. My companies have not yet returned, but four of them are
expected every minute ; too tired, however, to move by the Tuscarora
road and try the flank of any enemy that may be there. The best I can
do will be to strengthen my posts and wait further intelligence and
events. Three of my companies who were sent to examine the country
near the Neuse Eiver and Core Creek will not probably be back to-

night.

Meanwhile I have no immediate use for the locomotive and send it

in. If I had a few fresh troops 1 would move on the line indicated, Tus-

carora and Eed House road.

in the course of an hour or so I shall proceed to the Eed House.
Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. EICHTEE JONES,
Colonel, Commanding.

Headquaetees Outposts,
March 14, 1803.

Lieut. Col. SouTUAED Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Sie: I have the honor to report that from information received

throu"-h Captain Willson, Company H, whom I s(-,iit on a recounaissauce

at 3 pTm. this morning, I learn that a force of the enemy, not supposed

lav-e, are on Trent road near the Gully. My men are very tired, hav-

ing marched 30 miles yesterday, and returned only at 11 p. lu, but 1

shall move half my command by the Tuscarora road to re-eulorce the

Trent posts and, if opportunity be offered, attack the enemy s flanic or

front, according to circumstances.

Kespectfully, your obedient servant
^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^

Colonel, Commanding Outposts.

I propose holding this post to the last extremity, even to the risk of

having to cut my way through, and then shall leave a garrison m my

unfinished block-house.

Headquaetees Outposts,
March 15, [18G3J—8 o'clock p. m.

Lieut. Col. SouTHAED Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

Sie : I have just returned from a reconnaissance to Deep t^»ll>; &«•

I found no enemy there, nor within 3 miles beyond, and from '"torma-

tionTobTained it woul.i seem that the main bo.ly ot iheir ""icc^
moved

away last evening and the residue early this morning, m full reti eat

#rom the examination 1 made they had eight pieces in battery in the

field behind the G ally, and had a front of about 1,200 yards deplo^ved,

SveloS ^°c't""""8- o""' l^^^P Gully position on both flanks. From
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the signs on the ground made by the recoil of pieces, &c., they fired but
little. They did not approach tlie Eed House nor move on the Eed
House road.

Very respectfully, j'our obedient servant,

J. RICHTEE JONES,
Colonel Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers.

Hdqrs. Fifty-first Massachusetts Eegiment,
Beaufort, N. C, March 15, 18G3.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant A djutant- General. :

Colonel : Ko train arriving yesterday, and receiving intelligence

last night at 10 o'clock from Lieutenant-Colonel Studley that New Berne
was attacked, I weut up on hand-car after midnight to Newport Bar-
racks, thinking there might be trouble there. Found everything all

right. No signs of the enemy in that vicinity. About 5 miles above, at

tljc signal station, a single rail was removed from the track by a small
party of rebel cavalry, 12 or 15 in number. The number is verified by
different persons. I traced them several miles from the railroad. They
passed down last night within 2 miles of the track about 5 p. m. and re-

turned at 8 p. m. Our cavalry companies have been scouting, and no
enemy is in that vicinity. Are on the alert all along the line.

Yours, truly,

[A. B. E.] SPEAGUE,
Colonel Fifty-first Massachusetts.

Suffolk, March IG, 1803.
Major-Generul Dix :

What will be done with General Dodge "? I wish to make Spear chief
of cavalry. He will attempt the capture of the guard at Washington,
with cavalry and infantry, about dawn, although roads are horrible.

JOHN J. PECK.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport JSfews, March 10, 1803.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A„
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. :

General : Commander Greighton has been informed that there are
a number of wagons at Gloucester Court-House and the vicinity obtain-
ing forage and jirovisions for the rebel forces ; that there are 500 rebel
cavalry at Gloucester Court-Honse and 1,000 rebel cavalry at Saluda
Court-House, and that their horses are in a very bad condition.

1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic liloclading Squadron.

Washington, N. C., March 10, 1803.
Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman :

Colonel : I send with this a note from Lieutenant-Colonel Lyman,
giving you all the information he has been able to obtain. He seems to
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have 110 apprehension of attack, but if the rebels come we will try to
give them a warm reception. I have sent my men to quarter on Grice's
plantation.

Yours, with respect,

FRANCIS L. LEE,
Colonel Forty-fourth Regt. Massachusetts Vol. Militia.

[Inolosure.]

Headqtjaetees,
Washington, N'. C, March 16, 1863.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hoffman :

Deak Sir : I have to report that I know nothing of tlie movements
of the enemy except that we have heard from the direction of Plymouth
and Williamston and nothing doing in that direction. I hear of noth-
ing in the direction of Greenville beyond Tranter's Creek upon the op-
posite side of the Tar River. I hear nothing and of course have nothing
to report. The enemy have not allowed any communications across the
river for some days. Everything, so far as we know, about our lines
remains the same as usual.

I am, in great haste, respectfullv, yours,

LUKE LYMAN,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Post.

Washington, N. C, March 16, 1863.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Eighteenth Army Corps:

Colonel : Since my first note I am informed by the provost-marshal
that one of Mr. Grice's family slaves states that " massa says the d—

d

Yankees will smell hell here before next Saturday night."

The said Grice is preparing to move himself and family out to a plan-

tation which he says is about 3 miles out. When I asked him why he
moved he said, " Well, it is best for a family man to be in a quiet place,

and when the lightning plays one can't tell where it will strike." I am
informed several of the secesh families are moving from the place. I

may feel called upon to detain these emigrants, but in regard to that I

shall consult with Colonel Lyman.
Colonel Lyman thinks it unwise to close the lines to-night, but Grice's

departure will depend upon what we may learn hereafter. 1 send the

above for what it is worth, thinking you perhaps would be the better

judge of that.

Your obedient servant,
FRANCIS L. LEE,

Colonel Forty-fourth Begt. Massachusetts Vol. Militia.

Fort Monroe, March 17, 1863.

Major-General Peck:
I do not intend that General Dodge shall command the cavalry force

at Suffolk. I shall make some other arrangement if he is put on duty

in mv command.
•^ JOHN A. DIX,

Major-Oeneral.

36 E R—VOL XVIII
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SUPFOLK, Va., March 17, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, Commanding Seventh Corps:

Ton will be pleased to learn that Lieutenant Hill, of the New York
Mounted Eifles, with a patrol of 10 men, captured the noted forager,

Brown, and 6 men between Windsor and the Blackwater. Three of the

rebels escaped in the woods. Brown has managed many of the supply
trains of General Pryor. The tact and determination evinced by this

ofQcer and his party deserve the favorable notice of the Government.
JOKN J. PECK,

Major-Oeneral.

Hbadquaetees Eighteenth Army Corps,
New Berne, N. 0., March 17, 1863.

Maj. Gen, H. W. Halleok,
Oeneral-in- Chief U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.

:

General : I have the honor to most respectfully and earnestly request

that the detachment of the Eighteeenth Army Corps now in the Depart-
ment of the South be ordered to return here. My reasons for this request
are the accounts from PortEoyal show that there is noimmediateprospect
of a movement from that place, and the withdrawal of troops therefore

would not be detrimental to the service ; also the enemy are in large

force in this State and becoming aggressive. General D. H. Hill is in

immediate command, and the expressed determination of General
Longstreet is to " clean out the Yankees from the State of North Caro-
lina." Again, with the detachment of my troops returned I would be
able to make some important movements in this State, cutting the rail-

road again, and, if a movement on the Blackwater were made simulta-

neously, perhaps reaching Weldon.
The enemy have a moving column 30,000 strong and with abundance

of artillery. They should be met, and my picked troops and best artil-

lery being absent I am utterly unable to do so.

I trust, general, that the above reasons given will be favorably re-

ceived by you, and that in my request you will see a desire for the good
of the service. I consider that we are perfectly able to act on the de-
fensive here, but with the return of my detachment, from the lack of
spirit displayed by the enemy in their recent demonstration, I feel con-
fident that I can overpower the enemy here.

I have the honor to be, general, with great respect, your obedient
servant,

•
J. G. FOSTER,

Major-General, Commanding.

Fort Monroe Va.,
March 17, 1863—4 p. m.

Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside, Washington, B. G.

:

The First and Second Divisions are here. The Third Division, Gen-
eral Getty, has gone to Suffolk, viz, Ninth, Eighty-ninth, and One hun-
dred and third New York ; Tenth and Thirteenth New Hampshire

;

Eighth, Eleventh, Sixteeenth, and Twenty-first Connecticut ; Fourth
and Seventh Ehode Island, and Twenty-fifth New Jersey. The last left
to-day, except the Ninth New York, which leaves to-morrow. General
Willcox commands the corps; Ferrero the post of Newport News.

WM. H. FRENCH,
Captain.
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Special Oedees, ) Hdqes. op the Aemy, Adjt. Gen.'s Office,
No. 125. I Washington, March 17, 1863,
« V * « * * *

III. Brig. Gen. Henry M. Ifaglee, U. S. Volunteer.^, will report for

duty to Major-General Foster, commanding Department of North Caro-
lina.

* » • * * # #

By command of Major-General Halleck

:

L. THOMAS,
Adjutant- Oentral.

FoET Monroe, Va.,
March 18, 1863—8.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haxxeok, General-in-Chief :

General Peck has ascertained by very authentic testimony that the

forces on the Blackwater are from 27,000 to 30,000, corre'sponding with

my statement last evening. A portion has crossed the river and are

intrenched on this side. Colonel Spear attacked one of their earth-

works yesterday, but did not succeed in carrying it. Our loss is tri-

fliner. We captured a lieutenant, and, I understand, a few privates.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

FoET Moneoe, Va., March 18, 1863.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chi^

:

My man arrived from Eichmond late last evening. He was at Staun-

ton on the 7th. General Jones was in command with 35,000 men. Near

Culpeper Court-House there were 1,800. He was at Fredericksburg on

the 9th. The enemy had one hundred and seven regiments there,

making, as he thinks, about 85,000. The regiments have been strength,

ened lately by conscripts. At Fort Darling there are about 7,000 ;
be-

tween Fredericksburg and Kichmond about 15,000: below Fredericks-

burg and on the Blackwater, 28,000. At Eichmond there are not over

3 000. Wise, on the left bank of the James Eiver, on the Chickahommy,

at White House, and Diascund Bridge, has about 9,000. The enemy

has reoccupied Fort Powhatan, on the right bank of the James Eiver

with 4,000 men, and is fortifying strongly. This is a part ot the 28,000

between Fredericksburg and the Blackwater. All my information con-

firms the belief that every man capable of bearing arms that could be

reached in the insurgent States has been taken up by the conscnptiou

^^*' JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General, Commanding.

FoET Moneoe, Va.,

March 18, 1863—10 a. m.

Maj. Gen. Ambeose E. Buensede:

Eeceived your dispatch of yesterday. Have reported to General

Dix. He informs me that Getty's division has been sent to Suflolk.

Willcox and Stnrgis are still at Newport News. Shall I order Getty

and Sturgis? It may cause a little delay to replace Getty at Suffolk

^y ^i"'^^^-
JNO. G. PARKE,

Mnjor-General.
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Washington, D. C, March 18, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John G. Paeke:

General Halleck says to take Willcos's and Sturgis' divisions. Tell

Oetty he will follow very soon.
A. E. BUENSIDE,

Major- General.

FoBT Monroe, Va.,
March 18, 1863—8 p. m.

Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside :

Willcox -will commence the embarkation to-morrow. General Dix
loaned the command a number of tents, and he wishes them returned.

Both Willcox and Sturgis will require shelter-tents. I will get their

requisitions and forward them to you. General Smith is absent. I will

get a list of the staff belonging to the corps now on duty with it and
send it to you for disposition.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General.

Newport Barracks, N. C, March 18, 1863.

Lieut. Col. Southaed Hoffman :

Colonel: I have learned from persons who have come from the

vicinitj' of Peletier's Mills, about 17 miles from here, that there was a
large force of cavalry at that place last Saturday night, but went away
Sunday—some set the number as high as 1,500—and that General Eob-
ertson was in command. Their wagons were left at Smith's Mill on
White Oak Eiver. It is said there was a brigade in that vicinity, but
nothing has been heard of them since Sunday. -The two companies of
cavalry stationed at this post are out in that direction (Peletier's) to-day,
with instructions to learn if possible what troops they were.

Tours, &c.,

J. M. STUDLET,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post.

Suffolk, Va., March 19, 1863.
Maj. Gen. John A. Dix:

One brigade of Pickett's division, commanded by General Bratton, is

at Franklin (the First, Fifth, Sixth South Carolina, and First South
Carolina Sharpshooters constitute a part of his command); General
Colston's brigade of North Carolina and Mississippi troops is here

—

all under Longstreet, who is near Petersburg. The two other brigades
of Pickett's are near the railway, some miles this side Petersburg.
Baker's cavalry came from Raleigh, 1,000 strong. The servant of
Colonel Baker says that General Hill would attack New Berne or had
already done so. This he overheard.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.
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Fort Monroe, March 19, 1863.
ilajor-General Peck:
The two divisions at Newport News have been ordered out of the

department. Getty's remains with yon. New Berne has been feebly
attacked. The rebels have retired.*

JOHN A. DIX,
3Iajor- General.

Fort Monroe, Va.,
March 19, 1863—5.10 p. m.

Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside, Commanding:
One brigade of Willcox's division is embarked and part of the second;

also a battery of artillery; but it is not proper that they should start.
A severe snow-storm set in this morning and still continues, and as the
steamers will have to wait until it is over I have ordered the embar-
kation to be postponed. Shall the ammunition and ambulance train of
the First Division follow the division, or wait until the Second Division
is embarked? General Smith is still absent. The chief quartermaster
has not yet reported for duty; went west with General Burns. Cap-
tain Van Ness, acting, absent on leave. Dr. McDonald is absent with
leave ; aU others present. Bowen, Coale, and Chambloss were assigned
to the Ninth Corps, and Babcock to the Sixth, by orders from the War
Department of March 1. It appears that these assignments are ordered
by the President. Should not therefore those remain that are assigned
to the Ninth Corps ? The following list of ofiBcers composing the staff

of the Ninth Corps was furnished me by Colonel Bowen, assistant ad-
jutant-general: Lieut. Col. N. Bowen, assistant adjutant-general; Lieut.
Col. O. E. Babcock, assistant inspector-general; Lieut. Col. John H.
Coale, chief commissary ; Colonel Chambliss, chief quartermaster; Dr.
P. A, O'Connell, acting medical director; Dr. J. E. McDonald, medical
inspector; First Lieut. O. M. Dearborn, ordnance officer; First Lieuf.

S. N. Benjamin, actiilg chief of artillery; Capt. T. B. Marsh, chief of

ambulance corps.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major-General.

Fort Monroe, Va.,
Marck 20, 1863—12 noon.

Maj. Gen. Ajmbrose E. Burnside:
The storm still continues and it is impossible to do anything. The

transports cannot leave on account of the storm. As soon as it subsides

I will start the transports and continue the embarkation. The men now
on board are of course consuming rations, and provision should be made
to replenish their stock in Baltimore.

JNO. G. PAEEHD,
Major-General.

(Copy to General Halleck.)

Suffolk, March 20, 1863.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe

:

The storm is of great severity. In anticipation, I did all I could for

the comfort of Getty's division. A deserter from Second Mississippi

came in last night; belongs to General Davis' brigade of Mississippians

* Some matters of detail omitted.
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whicli arrived recently from Goldsborough, N. C. Second, Eleventh,
and Forty-second Mississippi are part of brigade. Says lie is sure of

four brigades. Some North Carolina regiments are there also. Has
family in Pontotoc, Miss., and is tired of the war.
Have sent an order to Lieutenant James, as requested.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Hdqes. Foett-foueth Eegt. Mass. Yol. Militia,
Washington, N. C, March 20, 1863.

Lieut. Col. SouTHAED Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Eighteenth Army Corps :

Colonel : Since my note of March 16 I have deemed it prudent to

keep the lines here closed. The cavalry have made daily scouts upon
the Jamestown and Greenville roads, and we have gathered only this

:

That it seems to be a general impression upon the minds of all the in-

habitants, white and black, outside the rebel lines, that we are likely to
be attacked at any time, and that the enemy have considerable forces
in motion in this vicinity.

Lieutenant-Colonel Lyman does not seem to think there is much
chance of an attack ; still I have thought best to make every preparation
iu my i)ower, and we will try to give them a warm reception if they come.
The last news we have heard of the enemy's movements was that

Pryor's brigade was at Greenville on Monday and that Pettigrew's
brigade was between Swift Creek and Greenville on Tuesday, moving
slowly up toward that place, stripping the country of provisions of every
description.

To-day we have a report of the supposed presence of a force (" right
smart," be that large or small) at Tranter's Creek. I will venture to
suggest that if you have any reason to apprehend any immediate attack
here a battery of artillery, say Belger's, and a company of cavalry
would greatly strengthen the defense. Tlie rain has been heavy here
to-day and yesterday, which it is thought may delay their attack if they
still contemplate one.

I am, your obedient servant,

FEANCIS L. LEE,
Colonel, Commanding Fost.

Suffolk, March 21, 1863.
Major-General Dix:
Nothing new. Storm still continues. Snow 4 inches. Is it not time

for your peddler [spy] to return? He will be able to report much in-
formation, especially about matters on this side James River.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-Oeneral.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport Nercs, Va., March 21, 1863—5 p. m.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,
Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

Reconnaissance to-day shows no occupation of the old rebel forts at
Day's Point and Burwell's Bay on the right bank of James Eiver.

S. P. LEE,
Actg.Eear-Adnnral, Comdg. If. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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^^ .
'

, _ I'ORT MoNEOE, March 22, 1863.
Major-General Peok:
My man has been here and has gone to Baltimore. He says there

are 28,000 men between New London* and theNew York.* When they
find the Ninth Army Corps withdrawn from Newport News they mav
reduce their force.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oeneral.

Hdqes. Foety-foueth Regt. Mass. Vol. Melitia.,
Washington, N. C, March 23, 1863.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General :

Colonel : On Saturday Lieutenant-Colonel Lyman notified me that
he had received intelligence from what he considered " good authority"
that the enemy had " moved away from our front " ; that a large force
was 10 miles from us last Monday, but had disappeared.
Of course that may or may not be correct, but I should judge by all

we can learn that it is true. Yesterday Colonel Lyman learned at old
Mr. Griert's that the Army of the Potomac, under Hooker, had crossed
the Eappahannock; but we can get no papers, as the rebels allow no
one to pass through their lines and no mail matter to pass out.

I would remind you that we left New Berne at two hours' notice and
with no idea of a longer stay than ten days' rations implied. You told
me that you should probably send a boat up to bring us back on Sun-
day, the 22d. We not only had no time to pack up our property which
we left behind, but we brought nothing but a spare under-suit and the
men not even that, as they were ordered to take only blankets. Iii

this condition we are extremely uncomfortable, and the men will soon
become sick on account of unavoidable filth. I would therefore venture
to suggest that to avoid sickness the regiment should be recalled when-
ever it may be thought that this place is safe from attack.

I am, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS L. LEE,

Colonel, Commanding Post.

I send by this boat the men detailed for the census business.

LEE,
Colonel.

Speclal Oedees, » Hdqes. of the Aemt, Adjt. Gen.'s Office,
No. 136. / Washington March 23, 1863.
• »••••«

II. Brig. Gen. E. L. Viele, United States Volunteers, is hereby re-

lieved from duty in the Department of Virginia, and will report in per-

son without delay to Maj. Gen. D. Hunter, United States Volunteers,

commanding Department of the South, for duty.
• •••*#•

By command of Major-General Halleck

:

L. THOMAS,
Adjutant- General.

* Cipher.
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FoET Monroe, March 26, 1863.
Major-General Halleck:

General-in- Chief

:

I have received the order relieving General Viele, but no one is as-

signed to the position of Military Governor of Norfolk. It is a place
always, and especially at this moment, of the greatest importance and
delicacy, and it needs a man ofpromptness, decision, prudence, integrity,

and capacity to bear labor and annoyance. I am trying by a military

commission incendiaries, blockade runners, and other malefactors, and
though the sentences are not divulged, it is understood that they are
very severe. I subjoin a dispatch from General Viele, just received

:

Norfolk, March 26, 1863.

Major-General Dix

:

If the regiment yon spoke of sending here coiild come at once I think it would be
well. An attack was made last night on the pickets at Fort Norfolk. Dr. Green, the
rebel surgeon, withdrew his parole at dark and requested to be confined. This excited
suspicion, and the pickets were doubled. At the same time an attempt was made to
fire the public stores in the city. I have taken stringent measures. I think the ar-

rest and trial of Spence and Drummond and others has excited their friends to organize
for their release. I have directed that all fire-arms shall be at once delivered to the
provost-marshal, and shall allow no one in the streets after 9 o'clock.

EGBERT L. VIELE,
Brigadier- Genera I.

I have in my possession one of the combustibles with which it was
attempted to fire the public stores, very artistically constructed. The
theater is to be closed to-night, and the streets ordered to be cleared at
9 o'clock.

JOHN A.. DIX,
Major-General.

FoET Monroe, March 26, 1863.
Major-General Halleck,

General-in- Chief:

I will not leave until everything is quiet and until General Keyes re-
turns. It is very important that he should come back as soon as possible.
General Busteed asked my permission this morning to burn Williams-
burg.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

ToKKTOWN, March 26, 1863.
Major-General Dix:

General : A telegram has just reached me that our pickets at Will-
iamsburg were fired on this morning by a number of the enemy's in-
fantry. A continual warfare of this character is kept up against us at
and about the town. I am of the deliberate judgment that the only way
of our immunity lies in the destruction of Williamsburg, and if you will
approve it I would give the inhabitants notice that upon a repetition of
these attacks the place should be destroyed. The town is a 8tron"hold
of rank traitors.

" ^

RICHARD BUSTEED,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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Fortress Monroe, Va., March 26, [1863].

General Busteed, Torlctown:

Oar troops at Williamsburg must defend themselves as long as they
can and tlrive off assailants. We must not destroy towns unless they
are actually taken possession of by the enemy, and then not unless ab-
solutely necessary for our own safety.

JOKN^ A. DIX,
Major- General.

Headquarters Third jSTew York Cavalry,
New Berne, March 26, 1863.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Eighteenth Army Corps:

Colonel : I hare the honor to report that in obedience to the accom-
panying order I left Xew Berne yesterday morning at 7 o'clock and ar-

rived at Mill Creek at 10.45 a. m. ; finding the bridge entirely destroyed, I
awaited the arrival of the pioneer corps ; the bridge not being completed
until night, we remained in bivouac on this side of the creek until 6
o'clock this morning, when I moved the column to McDaniel's planta-
tion, 4 miles beyond Pollocksville; arriving at which place I dispatched
a squadron and one howitzer under Major Fitz Simmons to Young's
Cross-Eoads and a like command under Captain Pond to Trenton,
giving each ofi&cer instructions in compliance with the order and verbal
instructions from you. Between the hours of 11 and 12 the officers

above named reported back to me, each reporting that there had been
no vestige of Confederate troops in that vicinity for several days past.

I immediately took up the line of march for New Berne, arriving here at

5 o'clock this evening.

It gives me pleasure to report that Lieutenant-Colonel McNary, in

command of the One hundred and thirty-second and One hundred and
fifty-eighth New York Volunteers, obeyed every request made by me.

I regret, colonel, my inability to perform the "big thing" you desired.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. W. LEWIS,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Third New York Cavalry.

[InclosaTe.l

New Berne, March 24, 1863.

Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis,
Commanding Third New York Cavalry

:

Colonel : Information has been received that a pontoon train is en

route for the White Oak Elver. You will therefore proceed with six

companies cavalry and Allis' battery to-morrow a. m. to PoUocksville;

gather all the information you can of any movements of this train

;

ascertain their purpose, if possible, and endeavor to intercept or catch

them. Bring the train in, if practicable; if not, burn it.

You will necessarily use your own judgment in carrying out this move-

ment. An infantry regiment will be sent toward and to PoUocksville.

The best way to take the train, if there be no evidence of trap, is the

main object; the secondary one to ascertain what the object of the

enemy is in sending the train to White Oak Elver.

Bv order of Brigadier General Palmer

:

•^ SOUTHAED HOFFMAN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Wae Dbpaetment,
Washington, March 27, 1863.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Ya. :

General Viele was ordered south, by direction of the Secretary of War,

under impression that General King was suflcieut at Norfolk. General

Hunter is much in want of generals. If you deem General Viele's

services so necessary at present you can suspend the execution of the

order.
H. W. HALLEGK,

Oeneral-in- Chief.

Fort Moneoe, Va., March 27, 1863.

Col. J. C. Kelton,
Assistant Adjutant- General :

The regiments and batteries of the Ninth Corps remaining under my
command are as follows, and compose the Third Division of that corps,

now at Suffolk, commanded by General Getty : First Brigade, consist-

ing of Ninth New York, Eighty-ninth New York, One hundred and
third New York, and Tenth New Hampshire; Second Brigade, consist-

ing of Eighth, Eleventh, Fifteenth, and Sixteenth Connecticut ; and

Third Brigade, consisting of Twenty-first Connecticut, Thirteenth New
Hampshire, Twenty-fifth New Jersey, and Fourth Ehode Island. Artil-

lery consists of Battery A, Fifth United States, and A, First Pennsyl-

vania.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Hdqes. Dept. of Vieginia, Seventh Aemy Coeps,
Fort Monroe, Va., March 28, 1863.

Capt. C. B. Wilder,
Assistant Quartermaster, Superintendent of Contrabands :

Captain Wilder is authorized to take possession of the farm of Jef-

ferson Sinclair, an absentee disloyalist, and the buildings thereon. If

the present occupant, Mr. William H. Lynch, will take the oath of alle-

giance and agree to pay quarterly in advance such rent as Captain
Wilder may deem fair for twenty acres of the land and such portion of
the dwelling as he needs, Mr. Wilder may allow him to do so; the
same also of the Fayette Sinclair farm and its occupant, Mr. Charles
L. Collier ; the same of Messrs. Hicks and Bowen, on the Booker Jones
farm ; the same of the farms of Benjamin Hudgins, Eliza Jones, John
and Helen Moore, Levin Winder, John Winder, William Smith, Robert
Hudgins ; the George Booker farm—not, however, disturbing the How-
ard family: the Lowry farm, the Watts farm, the farm of B. Howard,
called the Stakes farm, occupied by Mr. Host, and the Armstead farm,
occupied by Hicks. The colored persons on these farms, if any, must
come under Mr. Wilder's system of labor. The white tenants who will
take the oath of allegiance and engage to pay rent as aforesaid are not
to be expelled, but only to be limited to such portions of land and
shelter as they require for their comfortable support, and are to be no-
tified that any act of disorder or outrage will be visited with immediate
removal as well as with legal penalties.
Captain Wilder will report to the provost-judge his proceedings
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under this order and will attend to the collection and payment into
court of the rents. He will take and report an inventory of all personal
property belonging to each estate, and not allow any property to be
removed, except on his written permit, without General Dix's orders.
By command of Major-General Dix

:

[JOHN A. BOLLES,]
Major and Aide-de-Camp, Provost-Judge.

Stiffolk, Va., March 28, 1863.
Major-General Dix:

Havejust returned from Western Branch by water. Found a deserter
there. Several came in this morning. All agree with the statements
made heretofore of not less than 12,000 or 15,000 immediately on the
river : expecting more. General Longstreet was there last week and
with Jenkins came over at Blackwater Bridge and recrossed near Zuni.
Tour new regiment of Virginia near Zuni. Cavalry force increased by
another regiment.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

StJFFOLK, March 28, 1863.

Major-General DiX:

Ton are at liberty to say to General Halleck that I concur with your
views touching the command of the cattle [cavalry?] as expressed in your
telegram of this date.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Suffolk, March 28, 1863.

Major-General Drx:

Have just returned from below the Western Branch with gunboat.

Yesterday rode over the east side with my horse, devoting the day. Can
be crossed most anywhere with three pontoons. Shall commence works

at the point selected by the rebels for the new road. Their piles were

down for the bridge. We have removed most of them. The position

is half way, or 4 miles by water, while only two direct com [roads]. One
air [brigade] or two regiments there will make the line secure.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., March 30, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

A sergeant of the engineers deserted Saturday night to the enemy.

He has been on the works all the time and can give much valuable in-

formation. Sharp fellow, and probably has been bought.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.
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Hdqrs. Dept. op Yieginia, Seventh Aemy Corps,
Fort Monroe, Ya., March 30, 1863.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster,
Commanding Department ofNorth Carolina:

General : I received your letter in regard to occupying the District

of North Carolina north of Albemarle Sound and east of the Chowan

Eiver and forwarded it to the General-in-Chief, not being authorized

to send troops out of this department except in cases of emergency and

for temporary purposes.

I also received yours of the 25th, dated Chowan River, &c., and im-

mediately telegraphed to the General-in-Chief a summary account of

the expedition of Colonel Brown, of the Forty-second North Carohua

Eegiment, and its results.

It will afibrd me great pleasure to co-operate with you in every way-

possible in furtherance of the objects of the Government.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' "^ JOHK A. DIX,

Major-GeneraL

Internal and Coastwise Intereourse.

By the President of the United States of America.

A Proclamation.

"Whereas in pursuance of the act of Congress approved July 13, 1861,

I did by proclamation, dated August 16, 1861, declare that the inhab-

itants of the States of Georgia, South Carolina, Virginia, North Caro-

lina, Tennessee, Alabama, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi, and
Florida (except the inhabitants of that part of Virginia lying west of

the Alleghany Mountains, and of such other parts of that State, a,nd

the other States hereinbefore named, as might maintain a loyal adhesion

to the Union and the Constitution, or might be from time to time occu-

pied and controlled by forces of the United States engaged in the dis-

persion of said insurgents) were in a state of insurrection against the

United States, and that all commercial intercourse between the same
and the inhabitants thereof, with the exceptions aforesaid, and the citi-

zens of other States and other parts of the United States was unlawful,

and would remain unlawful until such insurrection should cease or be
suppressed, and that all goods and chattels, wares and merchandise
coming from any of said States, with the exceptions aforesaid, into other

parts of the United States without the license and permission of the
President, through the Secretary of the Treasury, or proceeding to any
of said States, with the exceptions aforesaid, by land or water, together
with the vessel or vehicle conveying the same to or from said States,

with the exceptions aforesaid, would be forfeited to the United States.

And whereas experience has shown that the exceptions made in and
by said proclamation embarrass the due enforcement of said act of July
13, 1861, and the proper regulation of the commercial intercourse au-
thorized by said act with the loyal citizens of said States

:

Now, therefore, I,Abraham Lincoln, Presidentof the United States, do
hereby revokethesaidexceptions,anddeclaro that the inhabitants of the
States of Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama,
Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi, Florida, and Virginia (except
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the forty-eight counties of Yirginia designated as West Virginia, and
except ajso the ports of New Orleans, Key West, Port Eoyal and Beau-
fort in North Carolina) are in a state of insurrection against the United
States, and that all commercial intercourse, not licensed and conducted
as provided in said act, between the said States and the inhabitants
thereof, with the exceptions aforesaid, and the citizens of other States
and other parts of the United States, is unlawful and will remain un-
lawful until such insurrection shall cease or has been suppressed, and
notice thereof has been duly given by proclamation; and all cotton,
tobacco, and other products, and all other goods and chattels, wares
and merchandise coming from any of said States, with the exceptions
aforesaid, into other parts of the United States, or proceeding to aTiy
of said States, with the exceptions aforesaid, without the license and
permission of the President, through the Secretary of the Treasury, will,
together with the vessel or vehicle conveying the same, be forfeited to
the United States.
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal

of the United States to be affixed. Done at the city of Washington
this 31st day of March, A. D. 1863, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the eighty-seventh.
By the President

:

A. LINCOLN.
William H. Sewaed,

Secretary of State.

Suffolk, Ya., March 31 , 1863.

Major-General Dix:

Yesterday the enemy came over to the vicinity of Carrsville with one
or two regiments of infantry for the purpose of ambuscading our patroll-

ing parties. They were secreted in woods on both roads, about 2 miles

this side the place. Major Cornog, with some 160 men, was on his way
to Carrsville to return by the Deserted House. His advance of 20 men,
under alieutenant, passed the center of thelines, when the enemy showed
themselves ; singular to say, all escaped save one.

Our cavalry pickets expected an attack last night, but all passed in

quiet.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-Oeneral.

Headquaetees Foueth Corps,
YorUown, March 31, 1863.

Colonel Lewis, Commanding at Williamsburg :

Let me hear at once all you know of the enemy's present force and

position.

In case of an attack in force send down the public property. Hold

Fort Magruder and shell the town the moment an armed enemy is

known to be within it.

Let me hear from you frequently so long as the enemy remains in

vour neighborhood.
•^

E. D. KEYES,
Major-Oeneral.
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Abstract from Tri-monthly Ketum of the Department of Virginia {Seventh Army Corps),

Maj. Gen. John A. Six commanding, for March 31, 1863 {headquarters Fort Monroe,

Va.).
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NORFOLK.

Brig. Gen. Egbert L. Viele.

•

148th New York, Col. Williiim Johnson.
173d Pennsylvania, Col. Daniel Nagle.
177th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. H. J. Brady.
19th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. C. Whipple.
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company F, Capt. B. B. Mitchell.
7th New York Battery, Capt. P. C. Kegan.

SUFFOLK.

575

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck.

peck's division.

Carcoran'a Brigade.

Brig. Gren. Michael Corcoran.

69th New York, Col. M. Murphy.
155th New York, Col. William McEvily.
164th New York, Col. J. P. McMahon.
170th New York, Col. J. P. Mclvor.

Terry's Brigade.

Brig. Gen. H. D. Terry.

99th New York, Col. D. W. Wardrop.
130th New York, Col. Alfred Gibbs.

Ist New York Battalion Sharpshooters,
Capt. Thomas Bradley.

167th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. J. D.
Davis.

Foater'a Brigade.

Col. K. S. Foster.

13th Indiana, Lieut. Col. C. J. Dobbs.
6th Massachusetts, Col. A. S. Follansbee.

112th New York, Col. J. C. Drake.
165th Pennsylvania, Col. C. H. Buehler.
166th Pennsylvania, Col. A. J. Fulton.

GETTY'S division.

Brig. Gen. George W. Getty.

Mret Brigade.

Col. Harrison S. Fairchild.

10th New Hampshire, Col. M. T. Dono-
hoe.

9th New York, Col. E. C. Hawkins.
89th New York, Capt. Joseph Morrison.

I03d New York, CoL B. Eingold.

Second Brigade.

Col. Edvtard Harland.

8th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. John E.
Ward.

11th Connecticut, Col. G. A. Stedman, jr.

15th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Samuel
ToUes.

16th Conuecticut, Col. Frank Beach.

Third Brigade.

Col. A. H. DUTTON.

2l8t Connecticut, Maj. H. B. Crosby.

13th New Hampshire, Col. A. P. Stevens.

25th New Jersey, Col. A. Derrom.
4th Ehode Island, Lieut. Col. M. P. Buf-

fum.

Artillery.

1st Pennsylvania, Battery A, Capt. J. G.

Simpson.
5th U. S., Battery A, Lieut. James Gil-

liss.
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let New York Mounted Rifles, Lieut. Col. B. F. Onderdonk.
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Col. Samuel P. Spear.

7th Massachusetts Battery, Captain P. A. Davis.

3d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery (battalion), Capt. John A. Blake.

4th U. S. Artillery, Batttery D, Capt. F. M. Follett.

4th U. S. Artillery, Battery L, Lieut. H. C. Hasbrouck.

2d Wisconsin Battery, Capt. Charles Beger.

4th Wisconsin Battery, Capt. John F. Vallee.

YOSKTOWN.

Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes.

BusteeWt Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Richakd Busteed.

4th Delaware, Col. A. H. Grimshaw.
168th New York, Col. William R. Brown.
169th Pennsylvania, Col. LewisW. Smith.
178th Pennsylvania, Col. James Johnson.
179th Pennsylvania, Col. William H.

Blair.

Vnaasigned.

172d Pennsylvania, Col. Charles Kleck-
ner.

2d Massachusetts Cavalry (First Bat-
talion), Maj. C. Crowninsbield.

Cth New York Cavalry (Third Battal-

ion), Maj. W. P. Hall.

5th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Lieut. Col.

William Lewis.
Ist New York Artillery, Batteries F and

H, Capts. W. E. Wilson and C.
E. Mink.

8th New York Battery, Ca^t. Butler
Fitch.

Ist Pennsylvania Artillerv, Batteries E
and H, Lieut. C. B. Brookway
and Capt. Andrew Fagan.

5th U. S. Artillery, Battery M, Capt.
James MoKnight.

Abatraot from Monthly Beturn of the Eighteenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. John G. Foster
commanding, for the month of March, 1863 {headquarters New Berne, K. C).
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Offfonization of troops in theEighteenth Army Corps, Department of North
tarohna, commanded by Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, for March, 18C3.*

FIRST DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Innis N. Palmer commanding.

First Brigade.
[

Secovd Brigade.

Col. H. C. Lee commanding.

5th Massachusetts, Col. George H. Peir-
son.

25th Massachusetts, Col. Josiah Pickett.
27th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Luke Ly-

man.
46th Massachusetts, Col. "W. S. Shurtleff,

Col. T. J. C. Amory commanding.

17th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. J. F. Fel-
lows.

4:3d Massachusetts, Col. Charles L. Hol-
brook.

45th Massachusetts, Col. Charles E. Cod-
man.

51st Massachusetts, Col. A. B. E. Sprague.

SECOND DIVISION.^

Brig. Gen. Charles A. Heckman commanding.

First Brigade.

Col. Jacoi! J. De Forest commanding.

2:Jd Massacliusetls, Lieutenant-Colonel
Elwcll.

9th New Jersey, Col. Abram Zabriskie.
aist New York, Lieut. Col. William, C.

Eanlstou.
08th New Yofk, Lieut. Col. F. F. Wead.

Second Brigade.

Col. W. W. H. Davis commanding.

nth Maine, Col. H. M. Plaisted.
52d Pennsylvania, Col. John C. Dodge,

jr.

104th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. T. D.
Halt.

Independent New York Battalion, Lieut.
Col. Felix Comfort.

THIRD DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Orris S. Ferry commanding.

First Brigade.X

Col. J. B. Howell commanding.

56th New York, Lieut. Col. J. J. Wheeler.
Scith Pennsylvania, Col. J. E. Jones.
85th Pennsylvania, Maj. Ed w. Campbell.

174th Pennsylvania, Col. John Nyce.

Second Brigade.X

Col. Francis A. Osborn commanding.

39th Illinois, Col. T. O. Osborn.
62d Ohio, Col. F. B. Pond.
67th Ohio, Col. A. C. Voris.
176th Pennsylvania, Col. A. A. Loehler.

FOURTH DIVISION.

Col. T. F. Lehmann commanding.

First Brigade.

Col. J. S. Belknap commanding.

a'ith New York, Maj. E. V. King.
92d New York, Lieut. Col. Hiram An-

derson.

96th New York, Maj. Charles H. Bur-
hans.

101st Pennsylvania, Col. David B. Morris.

103d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. W. C.

Maxwell.

Detachment Second Brigade.

Col. Francis L. Lee commanding.

10th Connecticut (detachment), Lieut.
W. W. Webb,

24th Massachusetts (detachment), Lieut.
T. F. Edmands.

44th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. E. C.
Cabot.

5th Ehodo IsLind, Col. H. T. Sisson.

* Compiled from division and brigade returns.

t Detailed in Department of the South.

} It appears from brigade return that these two brigades were consolidated into

one by General Hunters order of March 26, 1863. All these regiments except the

Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania detailed in Department of the South.

37 B E—VOL XVIH
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FIFTJI DIVISION.

Lrig. Gen. Henry Prince commaudiup;.

First Vrigado.

Brig. Geu. F. B. Spinola commanding.

158th Pennsylvania, Col. D. B. McKibbin.
IGHtb Pennsylvania, Col. Josepli Jack.

171st Pennsylvania, Col. Eveiard Biercr.

17.5tb Pennsylvania, Co!. Samuel A. Dyer.

Second Briijade.

Col. James Jourdan commanding.

'ill Massacbusctts, Col. S. P. Ricb-
mond.

8tb Massacbusetts, Liout. Col. J. Hud-
BOll.

132d New Yort, Lieut. Col. G. H. Ilitcb-

COClv.

l.''>8th New Yoxlc, Lieut. Col. W. H. Mc-
Nary.

ARTILLERX VlllGADJl (Eirjhieenth Army Corps).

Lieut. Col. CiiAiiLES H. Stewart commanding.

.3d New York, Lieut. Col. Cbarles H. Stewart.

i!3d New York Independent Battery, Capt. Alfred Ransom.
2<lth New York Independent Battery, Capt. Jay E. Lee.

1st Rhode Island, Battery F, C.ipt. James Belgcr.

1st U. S., Company C, Lieut. William K. Pollock.

IlEADQUATElIS ElGU'J'EENTH ABMY COKPS,
New Berne, N. C, April 3, 1863.

Brig'. Geu. Lorenzo Thomas,
Adjutant- General If. S. Army, Washington, D. C.

:

General : Being in temporary coinmaud at tliis point I bave the
lionor to report that General Foster is at Washington, N. C, which
point is probably now being attaclced by the enemy iu force.

Tbere are two regiments in the town as garrison, and three regiments
and one battery of artillery have beeu sent to General Foster, but Lave
not been able as yet to get up, the enemy having a battery on the river

beh)w tlie town. Commander Davenport, U. S. I^avy, has sent the
only available gunboats from here to engage the battery.

The enemy are in large force in this State now and mean to act on
the ollensive. I will inform you whatever may arise.

I am, general, with great respect, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMEK,

Brigadier- General, U.S. Volunteers.

llEADQITARTEES EIGHTEENTH AEMY COEPS,
Neic Berne, W. C, April 1, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps :

General : I have the honor to inform you that General Foster is at
Washington, N. 0., where an attack in strong force is probably now
going on. lie-enforcements haA'e been started" to him, but as yet have
not been able to get u]) to the town, tlie enemy having a battery on
the river below the town. Two gunboats have gone up to engage the
battery.

It is possible an attack may be made here wJiilst the general and his
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troops are kept at Wasliington. Our force is not very large, and I may
have to call on you for a little aid. Wo have no transportation.

I write this for your information, and relying on your kind assistance
if desirable.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,

Brigadier- Genera I Volunteers.

P. S.—There is a fair prospect of success for the rebels at "Washing-
ton, and if they succeed this place ought to be attacked. I only sug-
gest to you, general, as " food for thought," whether it would not
be best to re-enforce this place with, say, 5,000 men temporarily ? We
are sadly in need of gunboats. Cannot you prevail upon Admiral Lee
to rc-euforce here temporarily? I have written to the admiral, or,

rather, the senior naval oflicer here has done so.

Very respectfully,

I. N. PALMEE.

Fort Monroe, April 2, 18C3.
To the Editor of the New York Times :

Your Washington correspondent has attributed to me an opinion I

have never expressed to any one here or elsewhere—that tbe enemy is

about to e\'acuate Richmond. I have no information to warrant such
a conclusion. I should not deem it necessary to contradict the state-

.meut if you had not made it the foundation of an elaborate editorial.

JOHN A. DIX,
3Iajor- General.

New Beene, N. C, April 2, 1803.

Maj. Gen. John A. Bix,
Commanding Department of Virginia, Fort Monroe:

General: Captain Murray, of the Navy, who has been the senior

naval officer here, will see you and explain the situation of affairs. His
ideas of the kind of re-cnforcements needed coincide with mine. .Your

letter to General Foster, in which you state that you will be obliged to

consult the commanding general before sending forces to Ebzabetb, was
received this morning. 1 gather from that letter that you would not prob-

ably act upon my request of yesterday. Should you do so, however, and
should the necessity for the re-enforcements be passed, I shall keep a

small steamer on the lookout for any transports to turn them back.

The commodore (Murray) will be able to inform you of matters generally.

There is a large force of tlje enemy in this State, and they appear to be

determined to assume the aggressive.

Very respectfully, yours,
I. N. PALMEE,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Fort Monroe, Va., Ajjril 3, 1803—8.30 p. lu.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in-Chief

:

A division has arrived on the Blackwater from Petersburg and another

division, under General Hood, is said to be coming. Tbey have brought
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pontoous with tliem. This looks like a design to cross the Nanseinoiul
liiver, betweeu Norfolk and Suffolk, where there is a weak spot. I

directed General Teck to fortify it. He has done so, and besides the

troops there we have three gunboats, one of which will be constantly
in motion. Washington, S". C, has been attacked. General Foster is

there and re-enforcements are going to him. He fears an attack on
New Berne. A gentleman from Massachusetts, just arrived at Suffolk,

says the railroad between Goldsborough and Weldonis lined with troops,
lie thinks 30,000; the rebels say from 50,000 to 75,000. They say they
have between Blackwater and" Wilmington 75,000 which can be con-

centrated in a short time. I will be in Washington on Mondav morning.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Neioport News, April 3, 1SC3.

Maj. Gen. Jgun A. DiX, U. S. A.,

Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Ya.

:

General: ilr. Hume, a citizen of New York, came to me this morn-
ing presenting a letter from General Viele in his behalf, asking permis-

sion to take a vessel to Suffolk to carry some staves thence to Norfolk.
Having no authority to give such a permit, I told him that if he had a
l)roper permit from General Dix he could pass. Since then I have con-
sidered that my instructions do not clearly indicate my authoritj^ to

pass merchandise to or from Suflblk under your permit, and I have there-

fore instructed the commanding officer of the guard vessel in the Nanse-
ujond to allow no vessel with merchandise to pass, except under the
specified permit from one of the three Secretaries.

I sliall at once ask the Department for a definition of uiy authoritj' in
this respect, and hope that until I am instructed on the point in question
von will abstain from giving permits allowing general traffic to or from
Suffolk.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Aet<j. Ecar-Admiral, Comdg. N.Atlantie Bloclcading Squadron.

General Oeders, ) WakDept., Adjutant-General's Office,
No. 88. i Washington, April 3, 1803.

The following orders in respect to the regulating of intercourse with
the insurrectionary States, the collection of abandoned property, &c.,
are published for the information and government of the Army and of
all concerned

:

War Department,
Washington, March 31, I8G3.

For the purjjose of more eflectiially preventing all conimcreial iutercourso Tvith in-
surrectionary States except such as shall be authorized in pursuance of law, and of
securing consistent, uniform, and efficient action in conducting such intercourse as
shall be so autliorized, and for the purjiose of carrying out the provisions of an act of
Congress entitled "Au act to provide for the collection of abandoned property andfor
the prevention of frauds in insurrectionary States," approved March 12, 18(>3 it is
hereby ordered

—

'

I. That no officer of the Army of the United States nor other i)erson connected
therewith shall authorize or have any interest in the transportation of any goods,
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waves, or moicbaudiso (exceiit suiiplics belonging to or contracted for by the United
States, designed for the military or naval forces thereof, and moving under military
or naval orders, and cxcejit also sutlers' supplies and other thiugs necessary for the
n.'sc and comfort of the troops of the United States, and moving iinder permits of the
authorized ofScers of the Treasury Department) into any State declared by the Presi-

dent to be in insurrection ; nor authorize nor h.ave any interest in thejrarchase or sale

therein of any goods or chattels, wares or merchandise, cotton, tobacco, or other prod-
uct of the soil thereof ; northe transportation of the same, except as aforesaid, thero-

li-on\ or therein ; nor shall any such ofDcer or person authorize, prohibit, or in any
manner interfere with any such purchase or sale or transportation which shall be.

ronducted under the regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury, unless under souie

imperative military necessity, in the place or section where the same shall be con-

ducted, or \iulcss requested by an agent or some other authorized oflicer of the Treas-
ury Department, in which case all commanders of military departments, districts,

nnil posts will render such aid in carrying out the provisious of the said act, aud in

euforeing due observance of the said regulations of the Secrctarj' of tlie Treasury, as

can bo given without manifest injury to the public service.

II. It is fuither ordered that every officer or private or person employed in or with
the regular or volunteer forces of the United States who may receive or have under -

his control any property which shall have been abandoned by the owner or owners,
or captured iuauy district declared to be in insurrection against the United States,

including all property seized under military orders, excepting only siich as shall bo

required for military use of the United States forces, shall promptly turn over all

such property to the'agent appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury to receive the

same, who shall give duplicate receipts therefor.

And every such officer or private, or person employed in or with the regular or vol-

unteer forces of the United States, shall also promptly turn over to such agent, in like

manner, all receipts, bills of lading, and other papers, documents, and vouchers show-

ing title to such property, or the right to the possession, control, or direction thereof;

aud he shall make such order, indorsement, or writing as he has power to make to

enable such agent to take possession of such property or the proceeds thereof. Arms,

munitions of war. forage, horses, mules, wagons, beef cattle, and suppli<;s which are

necessary in military operations, shall be turned over to the proper officers of the

ordnance or of the quartermaster or of the commissary departments, respectively,

for the use of the Army. All other property abandoned or captured or seized as

aforesaid shall he delivered to the agent aiipointed by the Secretary of the Treasury.

The officer receiving or turning over such property shall give the usual and neces-

sary invoices, receipts, or vouchers therefor, and shall make regular returns thereof,

as prescribed by the Army Eegulations. The receipts of the agents of the Treasury

Depnrfment sha'U be Touchers for all property delivered to them, and whenever called

upon by the an-ent of the Treasury Department authorized to receive such abandoned

or captured or° seized property as aforesaid, or the proceeds thereof, all persons em-

ployed in the military service will give him full information in regard thereto, aud

if requested by him so to do thev shall give him duplicates or copies of the reports

aud returns thereof and of the receipts, iuvoices, and vouchers therefor.

And every officer of the Army of the United States hereafter rcceiviug abandoned

or captur.'d" or seized property, or tho proceeds thereof, or under whose order it may

be applied to the use of the military forces as aforesaid, shall, upon request of a duly

luthorizpd a"-ent of the Treasury Dejiartment, render a written report, with invoices

thereof to said a'-ent, in which he will specify the arms, supplies, or other munitions

of war'rctained for the use of the military forces as aforesaid, and also, separately,

the property turned over to said agent, or which may have been sold or otherwise

''' And'^in^case a sale of any such property shall he made under his authority or under

the authority of any one subject to his order he will so state, and will describe the

property so "sold, and will state when and where and by and to whom sold, and the

amonnt received therefor, and what disposition was made ot the proceeds.

And all officers of tho Array of the United States will at all times render to the

a-ents appointed bv the Secretary of the Treasury all such aid as may be necessary

t(7 enable them to t.ake possession of and transport all such property, so far as can be

done without manifest injury to the public service.
, , .,, -4.

Ill 411commandersofinilitarydepartments, districts, .and posts will, upon receipt

of this order, revoke all existing orders within their respective couimands couflictiug

or inconsistent herewith, or which permit or prohibit or in any mauner "'t«r .';™ ?''

'

anv tra.le or transportation conducted uuder the regulations of the becietaiy ol t,ue

Tre-.surv and their attention is particularly directed to said regu atious, prescribed

March cil 1803, and thev will respectively make such orders as will insure strict ob-

Kprvance of this order throughout their respective commands.
. t , *u

All expenses of transporting property herein referred to will be reported by the
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officers of the Quartermaster's Departmeut Tvlio furnisli sucli transportation to tlic

agents of tlie Treasury Department, and also, through the ordinary channels, to the
Quartermaster-General at Washington, in order that the said expenses may ho rcim-
hursed from the proceeds of sales of snch transported property.

EDWIN M. STANTON,
^

Secretary of JJ'ar.

Ey order of the Secretary of War

:

E. D. TOWNSEND,
A ssisiant A (Ijidant- Genera I.

United States Flag-shtp Minnesota,
Ojf Ncioport Neic.^, Va., April 4, 18G3.

Maj. Geu. Joun A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commandinrt Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe., Va.

:

General : I was not aware uutil making inquiries on receipt of yonr
letter of tlie :3d instant tliat the ordnance storehonse was used as a

domicile. I at once directed Lieutenant-Commander Phenix to have the

family now there removed, and have forbidden the use of any fire or

lights in the building except such lights in such lanterns as are actually

necessary. The Bureau of Ordnance has established its depot at Fort-

ress Monroe, on shore, wliere it is suj^posed to be safe and most con-

venient, and desires to add to it. The subject of the xmrchase of another
hulk or sailing-ship for ordnance stores is already before the Bureau.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, jours,
S. r. LEE,

Actg. Eear-Admirnl, Comdej. N. Atlantic Jiloclcading Squadron.

April 4, [ISG^!].

Major-General Keyes,
Commanding, Yorktown :

I shall leave this afternoon for Washington.* I hope not to be abseut
more than ten days, though my leave is for fifteen. Nothing will be
done in the department without your orders except the regular details
of duty. If in anything you canuot communicate satisfactorily by tele-

graph my chief of staff can go to Yorktown, or if you are able to leave
to come here my quarters are at your service. 1 have promised General
Beck in case he is attacked to send for the Ninth New York Volunteers,
which is at Camp Hamilton and belongs to Getty's division.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Headquarters United States Forces,
Sufolic, Va., April 4, 180.3.

Maj. Gen. Josepd Hooker,
Commanding Army of the Potomac :

General: I am honored with your communication of the 2d touching
the strength and position of my troops; also the strength and position
of the enemy in my front. As these data may have an important bear-
ing upon your operations I most cheerfully proceed to give you the de-
sired information.
By the inclosed map you will perceive that a large district is under

* Left on the 5th.
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my command, being, in general terms, all east of the Elackwater and
Chowan. Several counties of North Carolina are nominally in General
Foster's department, but really dependent upon me for protection.

General Viele has a small force at Norfolk. My headquarters are at

Suffolk, where I keep nearly the whole force, and from which point I

move my columns according to circumstances. The service is hard and
they are kept active when the weather fiermits. The enemy occupies
the Elackwater in force down to the Chowan and probably below
Winton.
From the fact that some 4,000 have been several weeks fortifying

Fort Powhatan, on the James, I infer that Chipoalc and Birchen Rivers,

with Cypress Swamp, form the left of their line. (See military map of

Southeastern Virginia from Coast Survey.)
All the fords, passes, and bridges are fortified and guarded. He oc-

cupies Surry Court-House and pickets a belt of 5 or 6 miles on this side

of the river. The intermediate country is traversed by both and is the

theater of many collisions.

On the 1st of March Hood's and Pickett's divisions left Fredericks-

burg for Petersburg, and General Lougstreet assumed command about
that time or a few days before. One division started for Charleston,

but returned. General Longstreet made, a reconnaissance, with Geu-.

eral Jenkins commanding, on the river last week and returned to Pe-

tersburg. My information from numerous sources has been that Long-

street had within 20 or 30 miles of this place 15,00(), and 15,000 along

the railway this side of Petersburg which he could concentrate in

twelve hours, and I was advised from headquarters a few days since

that one of our spies had a list of the regiments and the strength, and

they amounted to 28,000.

Deserters who left the Elackwater on the 1st say that General Corse's

brigade of Virginia troops arrived at Zuni on the 23d ;
also that a large

pontoon train came by rail. They state that Hood's division was ex-

pected to follow. A large brigade of Mississippians, under General J.

11. Davis, arrived recently from Goldsborough ; also a brigade of South

Carolinians, under General Brattou. He is strong in cavalry and artil-

lerv.

Ever since rav arrival the enemy has been impressed with the idea

that an army would attempt this route, and they have watched very

closely. Much of the time their force has been greatly in excess of

mine. This has been in part due to the demonstrations I have made.

My force has been greatly magnified by our people, and the rebels' was

rated from 30,000 to 50,000, when I had less than 12,000.

Total infantrj' for du ty ^
1 '

08-{
Total cavalry 'on',

Total artillery

Two divisions, total for duty 15, 1G6

Four of my batteries are good and three are indifierent.

There is no foundation for tlie report of an intended evacuation of

Eichmond. . ^ i- -.

It will give me pleasure to advise you from time to time ot any im-

portant changes made by the enemy and of the information brougiit to

me from creditable sources.
, ^ .

Wishing you all success in your very responsible command, 1 remain,

very truly, yours,
JOHN J. PECK,

Major- Oeneral.
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New Beene, Sunday, April 5, 1863—4 p. m.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster:
^Iy Dear General : Your letter of the 4tli, dated 1 a. in., was re-

ceived about two hours since, and 1 am delighted to inform you that

everything mentioned in that letter has been anticipated. You speak
first of the matter of the ammunition—of the need of C-pounder Wiard

;

that was sent yesterday by the Northerner, and a further supply goes

in- about one hour from this time by the Farina. You next inquire

abont sending a cavalry force across the river to harass the enemy's

rear; that was anticipated by me, and I organized such an expedition

oil the 3d. Major Garrard, with a battalion of four companies and one

liowitzer, has started with orders to gain all the information possible

about the position of the enemy at Swift Creek, and, if possible, to

tlireaten the forces at Hill's Point. By the time you receive this he
will be doiug Lis best in those parts. He has also five companies of

infantry at Street's Ferry in case he should wish to return that way.
(He might find the enemy in his rear after he gets up the country, and
be might wish to dash across to the ferry, as that is only 8 miles from
Swift Creek.) The flats will go up to the ferry with a small steamer,

with a gun on board.
In addition to the troops of Spinola's brigade already up near the

Hill's Point Battery the Northerner yesterday took two regiments, the

Fifth Massachusetts and One hundred and first Pennsylvania. To-day
the Farina takes the Third Massachusetts and One hundred and third

New York, and she will tow schooners with the Eighty-fifth New York
and Ninety-sixth New York, making nine regiments. We will hold
this place with the remainder of the troops ; at any rate we will try.

Here we are only thinking of you and the way of helping you.
You must bear in mind that ever since you left here we have had the

most terrific weather ; the wind has either blown the water all out of
the river or it has been blowing such a gale that most of our transpor-
tation could not do anything. Our vessels have been either aground or
wind bound. Such a time has never been known here since we took
the place.

The Northerner yesterday took up a lot of small boats. By my order
the harbor-master collected all these he could find to send up. There
are tbree ship launches secured to us by Captain Davenport, which will
be sent up just as soon as they can go.

Captain Davenport tells me that he has sent a bountiful supi^ly of
ammunition for all the gunboats.
General Prince writes to me by the same messenger who brings your

letter. He read your letter to me and he says that as a matter of course
he adopts your ideas and he will act upon them.

I am not surprised that you think that there is a want of promptness,
but you have no idea what weather we have had. Nothing could be
done by water for a great portion of the time.
Urge General Prince to send back all the steamers he can spare to

this place, for now we have nothing left here in the way of transporta-
tion.

I sent to Colonel Pickett at Plymouth, informing him of the state of
aflairs generally, and I authorized him to evacuate the place if he was
hard pressed there, but to hold on as long as he could.
My own opinion is that he had better come here at once with all his

force and hold the mouth of the lloanoke by a gunboat for the pres-
ent. I cannot, however, take the responsibility of this. Think of it
and let me know how to advise him when I write again.
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Captain Parquhar writes that he is getting along well with the field

works. He knew nothing of the troubles when he wrote.
Lieutenant "Wheaton will tell you more than I can write. Everything

that you can suggest will be attended to at once by me.
Ever trulv, yours,

I. N. PALMER.

FoKT Monroe, Va., Ajjrll G, 1803.

]\Iaj. Gen. John A. Dix, Washington, D. G.

:

General Palmer, under date of April 3, from New Berne, states, sub-
sequent to special dispatch received here by Major Anderson, tliat Gen-
eral Foster feels tolerably strong in Washington lor some days, but
begs for re-enforcements. He wants 10,000, but will take any number
that can be sent.

D. T. VAN BUEEN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

FoET Monroe, Va., April G, 1803—10 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Ghief :

Brigadier-General Palmer writes, April 3, from New Berne, urgently

asking General Dix for re-enforcements. Says General Foster is in

Washington, N. C, and that the re-enforcements are needed to secure

that place and New Berne. Why Foster did not write I know not. I

am this moment in from Suffolk. General Peck thinks the enemy is

still strong in front of him, but can, he thinks and I think, spare, say,

three regiments a short time if North Carolina is in great danger.

What shall be done 1 I return to Yorktown to-night. I have an ex-

pedition organized to start early to-morrow morning for Matthews
County to destroy or bring in a lot of grain collected for the rebels.

E. D. KEYES,
Major- General.

Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Aemy Corps,
Fort Hlonroe, ^'a., A2iril G, 1803.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Xorth Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron :

Sir: In the absence of Major-General Dix, commanding the depart-

ment, I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a communication

this morning received from Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer, commanding at

New Berne, N. C.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' ' D. T. VAN BUEEN,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Inclosure.
\

Headqtjaetees Eighteenth Aemy Coeps,
Neiv Berne, N. C., April 3, 1803.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, \ a. :

General : Since my communication of the 1st, sent by Major Ander-

son I have received several dispatches from General Foster. General
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Foster feels tolerably strong iu Washington for some days, but tlic ulti-

mate safety of that place depends on the batteries on the river being
overcome. Our force to overcome them is not sufficient, and I there-

fore most respectfully but earnestly beg that if at all within your ))ower

re-enforcements be sent here. I should wish 10,000, but any will be
acceptable, and the sooner the better, to save General Foster and
perhaps to save North Carolina (i. e., New Berne) by preventing or ren-

dering it nnuecessary to send more troops from New Berne.

I expect, decidedly, gunboats from Admiral Lee, and trust we can
punish the enemy; but they are strong and we are weak.

I am, general, very respcctfullv, yonr obedient servant,

I. N. PALMER,
Brigadier- General.

A communication through the canal, informing me of the coming
troops, will reach me before the troops will, and I can have snch orders

given as to their disposition as may be necessary. I have no trans-

portation. These re-enforcements are of course only as a loan.

Oeders, \
Headqxjaetees Foueth Aemy Coeps,

No.— .
) Fort Yorlctown, Va., April 6, 1SG3.

Major-General Dix being temporarily absent, the undersigned hereby
assumes command of the Department of Virginia and of the troops
therein.

All reports and returns for general headquarters will be addressed as
heretofore to the department staff officers at Fort Monroe, and the regu-
lations and orders established by Major-General Dix will remain in lorce
unless otherwise specially ordered by the undersigned.

E. D. KEYES,
Major- General, Comnianding.

Wae Depaetment,
Washington, April 7, 3SG3—3.10 ]>. m.

Major-General Ketes, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

The instructions to General Dix were to co-operate with General
Foster as far as possible, sending him re-enforcements if they could be
spared, he being the judge of that. In the absence of any advices from
North Carolina I can give you no more definite instructions.

n. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Ch icf.

Suffolk, April 7, 1SG3.
Maj. Gen. Joseph Hookee,

Commanding Army of the Potomac, Falmonth :

Answered yonr communication.* Just examined a man who left
Petersburg on Wednesday; confirms my previous information. Long-
street moving troops this way last week.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

' See Peck to Hooker, April 4.
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United States FiAG-snir Minnesota,
-r . ^ , Off Ifewport News, April 8, 18G3.
Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A., ; j ;

Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

General: In your letter to mo of April 5 you request that durins
your absence the signature of Capt. W. B. Blake, provost-marshal,
might be respected by the guard vessel as convcyintr the same au-
thority as your own. Immediately on the receipt of tliis request I re-
ferred the matter to the Navy Department for instructions, as I am
especially directed in passing ships and merchandise to or Jrom Norfolk
tor military purposes to recognize the signature of Major-General Dix,
" and not of persons signing for him." Until, therefore, I am enabled
to communicate the Department's decision to you I hope that such per-
mits will not be given by Captain Blake, as the guard vessel must at
present act under their original instructions. I'ermits to trade from
the Secretary of the Treasury, AA^ar, or Navy will be of course always
respected when presented here.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Act(). Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blocliading Squadron.

IIeadqtjarteks Department op Virginia,
Fort Monroe, Va., April 8, 1803.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in-Chief

:

General : H. A. Gibbon, a deserter from the Fifty-seventh Eegi-
ment North Carolina, of Lee's army, came into our lines yesterday.
He was conscripted from Chapel Hill College, N. C, and is remarkably
intelligent. His relations corroborate many facts I ha%'c gleaned from
less reliable sources, and seem worthy of the notice of the War Depart-
ment. He says D. H. Hill with his division is in North Carolina;
Pickett is near the Blackwater, and Hood near Petersburg. He con-
firms my former statement that Fitzhugh Lee, with four regiments of
cavalry, came down to near Gloucester Point, having boasted he
would take it. On his return he stopped at a Colonel Davis', where
Gibbon learned the merriment caused by his failure. Lee's cavalry, he
says, recently moved toward the left of the rebel lines.

Gibbon states that Lee lias collected large pontoon trains and is

ready to cross the Eaiipahannock ; that he will attack Hooker soon if

Hooker does not attack ; that Lee's army is 80,000 strong, all well

armed, and mostly with Enfield rifles. The men are in good condition

and feel entire confidence that they will beat Hooker. Provisions are

certainly very scarce, but there is no despondency.
Gibbon says the railroads north from Eichmond are in a much worse

condition than those south, and that railroad iron is very scarce.

The rebel generals from an army of 80,000 can keep more men in line

of battle than Hooker and his generals can keep in line from an army
of 100,000, and if Hooker has not more than that number he is in dan-

ger of being whipped.
I have not yet made a sufBciently close examination of this depart-

ment to venture a positive opinion ; but from the glance I took at Suf-

folk and the neighboring country I could see nothing there to tempt
the enemy to make great sacrifices in that quarter which would weaken
his attack on Hooker. I think I shall advise that with the works about

Suffolk and the gunboats on the Nansemond Peck can hold the position



588 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Ciiap.XXX.

with about half Lis present force. Tbe railroads being in a bad condi-

tion north of Eichmond Lee must guard them carefully. I would
therefore collect every man not necessary to retain the strongholds in

Xorth Carolina and in this department into one body to threaten the

railroads north of Eichmond.
As the supplies of provisions in Matthews County, Gloucester County,

and above are still plentiful, and as the rebels are taking steps to trans-

port them to their army, I am doing all in my po^yer to thwart their

purpose. Eight hundred of my men came in last night after destroying

a large amount of grain and bringing in many sheep and cattleand mules.

I left Yorktown too early this morning to collect the figures. I have

still 200 men out with the gunboats, and by the last accounts they were

hard at work over in Matthews County. We have certainly destroyed

about 30,000 bushels of grain within a week past. The enemy is nn-

doubtedly busy about our picket lines, but I infer they are only masking
otlier movements. My lines are so strong that I have no fear of small

bodies, and can do more damage to large bodies than they can do to

me. I shall therefore continue to hunt for his supplies.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. D. KETES,
Major-General, Commanding.

United States Flag-skip Minnesota,
Off Neicport News, Va., April 9, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Gomdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Ya. :

General : The bark Edisto, from Boston to Baltimore, claims demur-
rage for detention here while receiving repairs at the Gosport Navy-
Yard, rendered necessary by a collision which took place on the 21st of

March between her and tbe Wyandotte in Hampton Eoads. It has been
rejjorted to me that this vessel, by your order of March 17 to Captain
Jlillward, was sent to Hampton Eoads and there detained.

1 would be obliged if you would inform me, if practicable, of the cir-

cumstances which justified her being so ordered within the lines of this

blockade, as in presenting the case to the Department it would be neces-
sary to account for her presence here.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. r. LEE,

Aclg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bloelcading Squadron.

Fort Monroe, Va., April 9, ISC'?.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok,
Oemral-in- Chief:

No communication has beeii received from General Foster, who, with
1,200 men, is shut up in Washington, N. C. Below him the Tar Eiver
is closed, I learn, by fourteen rebel batteries, against the possibility of
our gunboats reaching him. He cannot be relieved except by an expe-
dition by land. Palmer asks from New Berne for 10,000 men. Captain
Murray, of the Navy, left here last night for Washington. Ue has the
latest iuformation from Foster's department. I will examine the sub-
ject further, and if I find it expedient willsend such re-enforcements as
can be spared.

E. D. KEYES,
Major-Oeneral.
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Wae Depaetment,
Washington, April 9, 1803—3 p. m.

Major-General Keyes, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

If you can possibly assist General Foster do so in preference to any-
thing else. Let me know what you have determined on.

H. W. HALLECK,
Oeneral-in- Chief.

Headquaeters Depaetment of Vikginia,

,. . ^ , „ ^ •^'"' Monroe, Ya., April 9, 1803.
Major-General H. W. Halleck,

Commanding V. S. Army

:

SiE
:
In consequence of the appeals of General Foster for relief (his

letter of the 5th instant to you was forwarded) I have ready to move
nigh 4,000 men—all that can be spared prudently from this department
at the present moment. I have a rumor that Washington, N. 0., has
been burned and that the transports carrying troops from New Berne,
not being able to reach Foster, had returned. I do not see the wisdom
of General Foster's proposal to make a demonstration from Plymouth
toward Washington with such a force as can be assembled there.
Troops from Suflblk could only march to Gatesville, and I don't know
of auy transports to receive them there for Plymouth. I shall there-
fore limit myself, unless otherwise instructed, to sendiug re-enforce-
ments to New Berne as transports can be had. None are here at pres-
eut, and Colonel Thomas is not able to tell me when to anticipate them.
I have this moment received a telegram from General Peck to state his
working party at the ferry on the Western Branch of the Nansemoud
had been attacked. His people have had a successful skirmish near
Isle of Wight, capturing 4 men, 9 horses, &c. The enemy on the Black-
water are reported ready to march ; are building bridges, &c.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedientservaut,
E. D. KEYES,

Major- General, Commanding.

Headqtjaetees Eighteenth Aemy Coeps,
New Berne, N. C, April 9, 1803.

Brig. Gen. Loeenzo Thomas,
Adjutant- General U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C:

Geneeal : The last steamer from here darried a letter from General
Foster to General Halleck informing him of the situation of aflairs iu

this department.
By referring to that letter you will see that the enemy had erected

batteries on the river below the town of Washington and thus i)revented

re-enforcements or supiilies from passing up. General Foster's first

idea was to attempt, in conjunction with the naval forces, to take the

batteries, but after a careful consideration of the matter he decided to

have the forces which had already gone up to these batteries returned

to this place, and with all the rest of the available force from here to

march across the country to his relief. The expedition was by General

Foster's order to be conducted by General Prince, but just at the point

of starting (yesterday morning) General Prince was taken sick and the

column started under the command of Brigadier-General Spinola.

This expedition consists of all the force that can possibly be spared
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from this place, and will number iu the vicinity of 8,000 men. The
force of the enemy around Washington and on the road between here
and that place is estimated at something more than 20,000, tinder the

command of Generals D. H. Hill, Pettigrew, and Garnett. There are

roads leading into the route from here to Washington, down which the

enemy can pour any number of troops, and several points on the route

are fortified. A great portion of the country is swamp and exceedingly

difficult to get over.

Ill a dispatch received this morning from General Spiuola (who has

proved himself, I thiuk, au officer of energy, discretion, and good judg-

ment) he informed me that from all the information he can get he con-

cludes it impossible to force his way through to Washington without

first taking the battery at Hill's Point, and he proposes to try that to-

day. A success will place him in a better position, as he can then
communicate with the gunboats on the river. Should he not have
sufBcient force, however, to take that position he will return here if he
can. I have not given him orders to that effect, as I have only directed

him to carry out the instructions of General Foster to the letter, if

possible. New Lerne, which should be held at all hazards, is threat-

ened, and I have scarcely 3,000 men here.

There is no general officer with me, and the troops are mostly new

—

nine-mouths' men.
Of General Foster's policy in abandoning everything to the saving of

Washington I have nothing to say, except that it meets with no favor
from the military and naval ofBcers who consider themselves privileged

to speak of the matter. I obey General Foster's orders implicitly, trust-

ing to holding this jilace.

Should the forces now en route get to Washington they will be there
without supplies. It will take a large army to keep the road between
that place and this. The river is lined with batteries, and the senior
naval officer at the lower batteries, who has some of the finest gunboats
iu these waters under his control, informed me that he can make no im-
pression on them.

I informed General Dix of the condition of affairs here by a special
messenger, requesting a re-euforcement. I have only heard'by the re-

turn of the officer sent that we could expect no re-enforcements here
from the Army of Virginia, as they are now fully occupied there.
Admiral Lee has sent a small re-enforcement of gunboats, which iu

the absence of the troops make this place, of course, more secure.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

I. N. PALMEE,
Brigadier-General U. 8. Volunteers.

Headquartees Seventh Army Corps,
SufoR', April 9, 1803.

Major-Geueral Foster,
Department of North Carolina

:

General: Although you have received more than 10,000 of my old
and best troops within a few months without returning them, I am a"-ain
contributing for your benefit. General Terry will join you with a con-
siderable force, of which 3,000 from this point are the flower of my com-
mand.
General Longstreet has been in my front with not less than 28,000, for

some weeks, that he could concentrate in a few hours of this place. For
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many days everythiug has iudicated the oifeusive on his part, aud I
have confidently expected an attack. Up to this time my own opinion
and that of my commanders has been that no troops ought to leave this
point, and you are indebted to me for them.
On the reading of Palmer's letter, in the hands of Major-General Keyes,

on the Cth, I said send a strong brigade from this point at once and as
many more as there was a probability of being replaced at short notice.
The troops have been ready, waiting transportation aud the orders of
the department commander.

If Lougstreet does not advance by the 12th I shall conclude that the
exigencies at Charleston and other ijoints have called for his reserves.
Wishing you all success in your contests with the rebels, I am, in

haste, truly, yours,

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Hdqrs. Dept. of Vikginia, Seventh Aemy Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., April 10, 1863.

Capt. C. P. Wilder,
Asst. Quartermaster and Superintendent of Gontrahands

:

Sir : In answer to your letter of March 31, which I answered orally

at the time, and have since partially answered in writing, I would say:

1st. No rent need be exacted from tenants of farms under your care

until the harvest is made.
2d. No oath is to be required of female tenants on such farms.

3d. Men holding as tenants under absentee disloyalists who will not

take the oath of allegiance are not entitled to possession.

4th. No loyal tenant agreeing to pay a reasonable rent is to be dis-

turbed.

5th. Very moderate rents only are in any case to be required, aud
where you and the tenant difler as to the amount please come with

the tenant to me to fix the rate.

In conclusion I would say, generally, that it is very desirable that no

Union man be subjected to inconvenience, and that a spirit of both fair-

ness and kindness should be perfectly manifest in all the arrangements

concerning the fiirms which are used in whole or iu part by the Gov-

ernment.
Eespectfully, yours,^ '-'

' JOHN A. BOLLES,
Major and Aide-de-Camp, Provost-Judge.

Fort Monroe, Va., April 10, 1863.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Ghief

:

Your telegram urging re-enforcements for Foster was received here

last night at 9 o'clock and by me at Torktown at 11. I gave immedi-

ate orders, and troops are now moving from Suffolk. I can only send

1 800 or 2,000 at once, and that number every five days, by canal. 1

have no means of transportation by sea, and the lack of such traiis-

i)ortation prevented my sending aid to Foster on the 8th instant, when

I first learned his situation, though the enemy was then attacking my

line Peck says he is now threatened by a large force of rebels.

E. D. KEYES, •

Major-General.
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FOKT MONEOE, VA.,
April 10, 1803—1 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. HAiLECK,
Oeneral-in- Chief

:

A great variety of information from prisoners, deserters, and from

intercepted letters confirms the fact that the rebels are in great force

on the Blackwater. They have built several bridges, issued four days'

cooked rations, &c. An officer from City Point brought news that a

great quantity of material had been sent down to the Blackwater. The

testimony is too strong to be disregarded. I countermanded the orders

for re-eniorcemeuts for Foster before any got off. I shall go to Suffolk

in the morning.
E. D. KBTES,

Major- General, Commandhig.

Fort Moneoe, Va., AiJril 10, 1863.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haileck,
General-in- Chief

:

No news from Charleston since telegram of this morning referring to

disaster to iron-clad Keokuk. ISo requisition for transports was made.

Shortly after I concluded to re-enforce Foster a steamer came in; others

were expected, and by diverting irom fair-weather steamers I could

send as many troops as I could spare. I telegraphed you that the in-

formation obtained to-day induced me to withhold all re-enforcements

from Foster. Upon Peek's urgent call I have sent the Hawkins' Zouaves

to Suffolk to day.
E. D. KEYES,

Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Department of Virginia,
Fort Monroe, Va., April 10, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, or

Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer :

Sir : In consequence of your application for re-enforcements I have
detached Brigadier-General Terry with a brigade of about 3,000 men

—

all that can possibly be spared from this department—with orders to

proceed by sea to New Berne. A deficiency of vessels is causing delay
in the departure of the troops. I would have sent them yesterday if

possible, and the first installments are now embarking on steamers fit

only for calm waters. I send these trooi^s, which are so much needed
in this department, for the purpose of relieving General Foster at Wash-
ington, N. C. If General Foster shall have been relieved or released,

or if Washington shall have fallen on the arrival of General Terry at
New Berne, I have directed him to return with his brigade forthwith
to this place. In any event I shall anticipate their return in a very
short time, as the enemy now threaten us on the BlackM'ater and else-

where in great force.

One of the steamers sent is the Thomas A. Morgan, the mail-boat
and transport between Fort Monroe and Yorktown. I desire that the
Morgan may be returned here in the least possible time.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfidly, your obedient servant,
E. D. KEYES,

• Major-General, Commanding.
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Hbadqtjaetees Department op Virginia,

Tv,r
• r^ , -^ „ -^or« Monroe, April 10, 1863.

Major-Geueral Peck, Suffolk

:

>
i'

> ^.

General Halleck directs me to assist Foster if possible; so we willsend Terry's brigade of 3,000, and I will, when the enemy advances on
you, send Hawkins' Zouaves and other aid nearly equivalent. I shall
order Terry to bring back his brigade the moment Foster is released or
disposed of.

E. D. KETE8,
Major-General,

Headquarters Department of Virginia.

Tvr • ^ , x^ -^<"'* Monroe, April 10, 1863.
Major-General Peck:
Vessels having arrived, Terry's brigade will go by sea. I have directed

the quartermaster to keep you advised of the arrival of the transports.
1 suppose his brigade does not exceed 3,000 men. iSTo greater num-

ber can possibly be spared.
I will direct the quartermaster to send coal for your gunboats.

E. D. KEYES,
Major-General.

Fort Monroe, Va., April 10, 1863.
Major-General Peck, Suffolk

:

We have been informed that the enemy have sent bridge material for
five bridges from Petersburg, to be used in crossing the Blackwater in
five places. This information is quite reliable. General Keyes is now
at Old Point.

D. T. VAN BOEEN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Steamer Escort, April 10, 1863.

Lieut. Col. W. H. Ludlow:
Colonel : By direction of General Palmer I beg leave to say, in an-

swer to your dispatch of the 9th, that an expedition sent to raise the
siege of Washington, and consisting of about 8,000 men, were repulsed
at Blount's Creek, near the battery on Hill's Point.
The enemy are in force, about 22,000, and strongly posted. An ef-

fort will be made (troops on this boat) to run a regiment past the bat-

teries to General Foster, so that he can make a more protracted defense
of that place.

The only available transportation that cau be sent to Gatesville is

sufficient for 3,000 men ; that amount of transportation will be at Gates-
ville the morning of the 13th, and will remain there forty-eight hours,
hoping for troops.

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
SOOTHAED HOFFMAN,

Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Note.—Will Colonel Ludlow please forward this to the commanding
general at Fort Monroe ?

Very respectfully,

I. N. PALMEE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Department North Carolina.

38 E E—VOL xvm
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WASHiNaiON, April 10, 1863—6 p. m.

Brigadier-General Palmer,
Commanding Forces, New Berne :

Geneeal : Tour dispatches arrived this morning at 2 a. m. by the

tands of Lieutenant-Colonel McChesney, who vdll return to-night.

I am directed by the major-general commanding to say that he could

have wished that you had yourself come in command of the forces which

moved yesterday from New Berne under General Spinola, notwith-

standing the confidence you express in his activity and intelligence.

If General Wessells has arrived General Foster wishes you to take

command in person of the advancing forces. Should General Kaglee

iirrive he will be sent forward at once to take command.
In case you are not sufficiently strong at New Berne you will send

for the regiment at Plymouth, leaving at that post three companies

with three pieces of artillery as garrison for the fort if it be sufficiently

completed.
The general wishes that a light-draught steamer, with her sides pro-

tected by hay-bales, should be sent here at once loaded with ammuni-

tion and provisions. Send also several schooners of light draught, pro-

tected and loaded in the same way.
The enemy have opened fire to-day from five batteries on the crest

of the rising ground in rear of town. Their fire for a short time was

very sharp, but no damage has yet been done.

The general expects, even if the expedition which has started be

successful, that you wiU continue to make persistent efforts to send a

force across to our relief.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BDWAED E. POTTEE,

Chief of Staff.

If anything goes to Washington before we return, a few thousand
rations, some hay, and some 32-pound and 6-pound (Wiard) ammuni-
tion had better be sent if our supply is large at New Berne. McChes-
ney says General Foster is in high spirits, &c.

I. N. P.

Headquaktees Eighteenth Aemt Coeps,
New Berne, April 10, 1863.

Col. J. Pickett,
Commanding Post, Plymouth, N. G.

:

Colonel : I am instructed by General Palmer to inform you of the
situation of affairs at present in this vicinity and at Washington.
Washington is completely or nearly invested by the enemy, so that

it is impossible for the gunboats to proceed to General Foster's assist-

ance. The attempt to re-enforce General Foster by sending troops to

him by water had in consequence to be abandoned. The expedition
sent from here across the country by way of Swift Creek has been
obliged to return to this place on account of the greatly superior
strength of the enemy.
The effective force at this place consists of about 9,000 men, and about

12,000 at Washington. The enemy's force is supposed to be about
20,000 in the immediate vicinity of Washington.

I am, very truly, your obedient servant,
WM. L. WHEATON,

Aide-de-Camp.
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United States Flao-ship Minnesota,
Newport News, April 10, 1863.

Major-Greneral Peck,
Commanding at Sufolk, Va.

:

SiE : Herewith I respectfully return to you a permit given from your
headquarters, December 29, to Edward Bust, to carry oysters in his
sloop Jacob Marten to Suffolk, subject to the regulations of the naval
authorities.

Edward Bust, with his sailing sloop and a large boat, was found in the
Lower Nansemoud day before yesterday morning by the picket boat
Alert and brought on board this ship. As that region is infested by
smugglers and rebel mail carriers I have found it necessary not only to
prohibit the gathering of oysters in the Nansemond but to allow no
boats there day or night where such illicit operations can be carried
on, and to instruct the guard vessels to recognize no oyster permits after

May 1 and until then only in open boats.

Edward Bust was sent back to the guard vessel to be released with
his boats, with a warning in accordance with the above.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Wae Department,
Washington, April 11, 1863—11.24 a. m.

Major-General Ketes, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

Tour position should not be so weakened as to endanger its security.

If you find the enemy in your front too strong to permit you to re-enforce

General Foster yon are right in not doing so ; but you should not a«t

upon mere rumors, which are always gotten up to influence the move-

ments of troops on such occasions. Means should be taken to ascertain

beyond doubt the strength of the enemy before you. You remember

Napoleon's maxim, that no general should be ignorant of the strength

and position of his enemy.^
H. W. HALLEOK,

Oeneral-in- Chief.

FOET MONEOE, Va.,
April 11, 1863—12 noon.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Generalrin- Chief:

Your telegram just received. My front is so extensive, the enemy are

so busy, and the calls for assistance so general that I have not had

time to examine Peck's position carefully. I have to rely on his and

Viele's opinions to some extent more than my own. There is no doubt

the enemy are pushing us all along from North Carolina to York Eiver.

As soon as I can look around I shall feel certain, and I will give no

timid counsels. Our troops below Williamsburg were attacked by a

large force this morning—4,000, 5,000, or 6,000. They have got below

Fort Ma"Tuder and cut off communication with Colonel West, who has

the One hundred and thirty-ninth New York Volunteers, Fifth Penn-

svlvania Oavalrv, and one battery of field artillery. This moment they

telegraph that Fort Magruder is safe and the enemy are retreatmg.
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Two little forts on the right and left of it are occupied, and I Lave
ordered them to hold the line against 10,000 rebels. Admiral Lee has
ordered the Commodore Morris away from Yorktown. Her armament is

only fit for service there, and I have urged the admiral to send her back
from here at once to Yorktown.

E. D. KBYES,
Major-General.

Fort Moneoe, Va.,
April 11,1863—6 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief:

General Peck, at Suffolk, telegraphs just now enemy in large force

are attempting to flank us on both sides; deserters say 50,000. Gen-
eral Keyes has just started for Suffolk. Williamsburg appears to be
quiet. Our forces retain possession of Fort Magruder and have ad-

vanced pickets to outskirts of Williamsburg. The telegraph operator
reports enemy are hanging around Williamsburg.

D. T. VAN BUREN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquarters Fourth Corps,
Fort Monroe, April 11, 1863—11.30 a. m.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
On board Minnesota

:

Our troops near Williamsburg have been driven bj^ a large force of
rebels down toward the mouth of Queen's Creek, and Colonel West
calls for the aid of gunboats. The Crusader's armament will not an-
swer, and I earnestly request that you will send the Commodore Morris
back at once. If the gunboats are taken away even Yorktown may be
lost. The enemy are now within 5 miles of Yorktown.

E. D. KEYES,
Major-General.

Headquarters Department of Virginia,
Fort Monroe, Va., April 11, 1863.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron

:

Admiral: The enemy attacked Williamsburg early this morning,
and by the last accounts were moving with a heavy force upon Fort
Magruder, which is a mile and more below the city. They have also a
force this side of Fort Magruder and have burned the camp of the Fifth
Pennsylvania Cavalry.

It is possible the enemy have crossed troops from the south side of the
James Eiver

; if so, and to ascertain the fact, I would be glad if you
could send a gunboat up as far as Jamestown Island. Such a move-
ment would also tend to diminish the pressure on our lines below Will-
iamsburg.
The wires between Yorktown and Williamsburg have been cut. The

enemy are represented as being in large force. The gunboats should
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therefore move up and down between Torktown and Queen's Creek
and I trust you will be able to spare three gunboats to keep in sight of
Yorktown.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
E. D. KEYES,

Major- General, Commanding.

FoET MONEOE, Va., April 11, 1863.
Admiral S. P. Lee, Newport News :

The following just received from General Peck, at Suffolk, 6.35 p. m.

:

Euemy is flanking ns in large force on both sides.

General Keyes directs me to ask you, Can you send gunboats to mouth
or up the Nansemond ?

D. T. VAN BUEEF,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

United States Flag-ship Mdojesota,
Off Newport News. Va., April 11, 1863.

Maj. Gen. E. D. Ketes, TJ. S. A.,
Comdg. Department of Virginia, Fortress Monroe, Va. :

General : Yours of this date is received. With the force at my dis-
posal I can only give partial support in James Eiver to your outpost at
Williamsburg by occupying that position instead of this, but this ship
cannot go there.

As the two flag-of-truce boats arrived to-day from City Point do not
report any rebel vessels in James Eiver it is not probable that the enemy
have crossed from the right to the left bank of the river at Jamestown
Island.

I cannot assign the additional gunboat force you request for York-
town, not having the means of doing so in consequence of the number
of vessels required to assist the army in its occupation of several posi-

tions in the Sounds of North Carolina.

If the enemy have the means of crossing the Nansemond and wish to
do so in force, under cover of their artillery, the two small navy and the
small army vessels called gunboats (which are frail little river or harbor
steamers, mounting in all but a few pieces of fixed artillery) should not
be considered enough to prevent it. The Nansemond is a mere creek
above the Western Branch, and musketry alone can command the decks
and drive from their guns the crews of these little crafts, which are

liable to be disabled in their exposed boilers, &c., by a few discharges

from small and scattered field pieces.

Last fall I called the attention of General Dix to the policy of leveling

the earthworks in this \acinity. Eeferring to my conversation with
you on this subject at Yorktown last fall and on board this ship the

other day, I respectfully renew my suggestion that the contrabands
and other force, if necessary, should be employed to raze these works
without delay.

Permit me to draw your attention to the inclosed extract* from a re-

port I made to the honorable the Secretary of the Navy on the 24th of

October last, immediately after my visit to Yorktown, referring to the

^ee p. 442.
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destruction of all military works in the vicinity of Norfolk and York-
town which might encourage further efforts on the part of the enemy
to reoccupy.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg, Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Headquaetees Department of Virginia,
Fort Monroe, April 11, 1863—5 p. m.

Major-General Peck,
Commanding, SufolJc:

I have this moment received your telegram announcing that the enemy
is moving upon you in large force.

I suppose the Hawkins' Zouaves are now with you. I shall start for

Norfolk in a few minutes.
E. D. KETES,

Major- General.

Headquaetees Department of Virginia,
Fort Monroe, April 11, 1863.

Major-General Peck,
Commanding, Suffolk

:

Wise and his whole command are at Williamsburg. The enemy
got past Fort Magruder, destroyed the camp of the Fifth Pennsylvania
Cavalry, and came down with a portion of their force to within 5 miles
of Torktown. I have ordered Colonel West to hold the line of Fort
Magruder at all hazards. I may be obliged to send him re-enforce-

ments and may have to recall Hawkins' Zouaves. I must look at your
position to judge by comparison. How much time will I require to see
your lines %

E. D. KEYES,
Major- General.

Geneeax, Oedees, I Hdqes. Eighteenth Aesit Corps,
No. 54. ] New Berne, April 11, 1863.

It is hereby ordered that the divisions and brigades of the Eighteenth
Army Corps now in this department resume their original organization
and designation, agreeably to the provisions of General Orders, No. 11,
Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, and all reports will be rendered
accordingly.
The senior officers present will command in order of their seniority,

and absent regiments will be accounted for as on detached service.
The organization will be as follows

:

The First, or General Palmer's, Division will consist of the brigade of
Colonel Amory: Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers, Forty-third
Massachusetts Volunteer Jlilitia, Forty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteer
IVDlitia, Fifty-first Massachusetts Volunteer Militia; and the brigade of
Col. H. C. Lee: Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, Twenty-
fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, Fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia,
Forty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.
The Fourth, or General Wessells', Division will consist of the brigade
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of General Hunt : Eighty-fifth New York State Volunteers, Ninety-
second New York State Volunteers, Ninety-sixth New York State Vol-
unteers, One hundred and first Pennsylvania Volunteers, One hundred
and third Pennsylvania Volunteers; and the brigade of General Ste-
venson: Fifth Ehode Island Volunteers, Forty-fourth Massachusetts.
Volunteer Militia.

The Fifth, or General Prince's, Division will consist of the brigade of
General Spinola : One hundred and thirty-second New York State Vol-
unteers, One hundred and fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Militia, One hun-
dred and seventy-first Pennsylvania Militia, One hundred and seventy-
fifth Pennsylvania Militia; and the brigade of Colonel Jourdan : Third
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, Eighth Massachusetts Volunteer Mi-
litia, One hundred and fifty-eighth New York State Volunteers, One hun-
dred and sixty-eighth Pennsylvania Militia.
By command of Brigadier-General Wessells commanding

:

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

FOET MONEOE, VA.,
April 12, 1863—12 noon.

Major-General Dix,
No. 3 West Twenty-first street, New Yorlc, N. T.

:

General Peck telegraphs just now, " We are face to face. The attack
is on the Somerton and Edenton front, and before this reaches you the
fight will have commenced." I will have the Burden for you at Balti-

more if you say so. I think you had better come down.
D. T. VAN BUEEN,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

FOKT MONEOE, VA.,
Ajpril 12, 1863—4.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. HAiLEOK,
General-in- Chief :

The following dispatches received to-day from General Peck at Suf-

folk, at 12.30 p. m.

:

The two armies are at this moment face to face. The attack is on the Somertoo

and Edenton road.
4 P. M.

The enemy, after advancing within a short distance of my front, has fallen back 2

or 3 miles, and is reported moving from the Somerton road toward the Edenton road.

D. T. VAN BUEEN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

NOEFOLK, Va., April 12, [1863.]—7.30 p. m.
(Eeceived 9.15 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok,
General-in- Chief:

The enemy approached our lines at Suffolk to-day and exchanged

some cannon-shots and retired. The force of the enemy is great and I

think they will make a serious attack. General Peck has just tele-

graphed that he has reason to believe Longstreet is receiving re-enforce-
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ments and heavy artillery. Wise with his whole force is certainly in
front of Williamsburg and Fitzhugh Lee is said to be approaching
Gloucester Point, and some persons anticipate rebel gunboats down
James Eiver. Information from all quarters concurs to establish a
simultaneous movement against all portions of our Unes. I have made
the best disposition in my power of our troops and supplies, but I would
be glad to receive heavy re-enforcements if they could be spared. We
have seven smal gunboats on the Nansemond, which I think renders
Peck's right flank secure.

E. D, KEYES,
Major- General.

Headquarters Department of Virginia,
Norfolk, Va., April 12, 1863.

The proximity of the Confederate forces renders it proper, by virtue

of the military and naval authority of the United States, to give the
following notice:

All foreign consuls and their families, all women and children, and
aU other persons not in the service of the United States who prefer

safety to the conflicts of war, are notified that on the approach of the
enemy to any town or village within this department and the range of
the Union guns, such town or village will be fired on without further
consideration.

E. D. KEYES,
Major-General, Commanding Department of Virginia.

April 12, 1863.
Major-General Keyes:

I believe Longstreet is receiving re-enforcements and heavy artillery
bv rail from Petersburg and Weldon.

PECK,
Major- General.

Suffolk, April 12, 1863.
Major-General Ketes:
A force is on the road leading to the Nansemond. How far they will

come down remains to be seen; will keep you advised. The rails were
removed by some of the Ninth Corps men through a misunderstanding
of orders given by the commander of that front. I slept none in con-
sequence of these affairs and of the responsibility.

PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 12, 1863.
Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac :

Longstreet is now before me with a very heavy force. The attack is
on my front, which cuts off much of the aid of the gunboats on the
flanks. Prisoners say 30,000 and more.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

(Copy to General Halleck.)
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Norfolk, Va., April 12, 1863.
Brigadier-General King:

I see 110 objection to the withdrawal of Colonel West's pickets from
the town of Williamsburg. Colonel West will, I trust, cause Wise to
repent his rashness if he assails those forts.

B. D. KEYES,
Major- General.

FoET Monroe, Va., April 12, 1803.
Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,

'JButaw House, Baltimore, Md.

:

The Henry Burden left here at 11 o'clock this evening for Baltimore.
The captain was ordered to report to you at the Eutaw House.

WM. H. LUDLOW,
Lieut. Col. and Asst. Insp. Gen.

Fort Monroe, Va., April 12, 1863.

(Received 10.45 p. m.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. Haxleck,

General-in-Chief :

A dispatch has just been received from Major-General Palmer stating
that an expedition of 8,000 men sent to raise the siege of Washington
was repulsed at Blount's Creek near the batteries on Hill's Point. The
enemy was in force, about 22,000, strongly posted. An effort will be
made to run a regiment past the batteries to General Foster, so that he
can make a more protracted defense of that place. Transportation was
to be sent to Gatesville hoping to receive re-enforcements of 3,000 men
from this department. A dispatch has been sent to General Palmer
informing him that no re-enforcements can be sent to him from this de-

l)artinent. General Keyes is in iforfolk.

WM. H. LUDLOW,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Inspector- General.

]S"ORFOLK, April 12, 1863—5.30 p. m.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hofbman,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Colonel : I am directed by the major-general conftnanding to ac-

knowledge the receipt of your communication of the 10th instant, this

moment placed in my hands, and to inform you that no re-enforcements

can be sent to Major-General Foster from this department.

The enemy are now in large force this side of the Blackwater, under

General Longstreet ; are making an attack upon Suflolk. They occupy

the country between Suffolk and Gatesville.

An attack is also making by them upon Williamsburg. Intelligence

from deserters indicate a simultaneous movement upon the part of the

enemy on all the lines in this department.

Twenty thousand additional troops are needed here.

I am, very respectfully, your obenient servant,

WM. H. LUDLOW,
Lieut. Col. and Asst. Inspector- General, Seventh Army Corps.
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Headqtjaetees,
Plymouth, N. C, April 12, 1863.

Lieut. W. L. Wheaton,
A. A. A. G., First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps:

Tour communication of April 10, informing me of the situation of

affairs in the vicinity of New Berne and Washington, has been received.

I have the honor to submit the following as the condition of aflairs at

this post

:

, . . X 11 ii, „

The fort is nearly completed and is in condition to mount all the guns.

One heavy gun arrived to-day from Koanoke Island and is being located

in the fort. The wings of the fort are completed and small works con-

structed to protect its left flank. The woods upon all the mam roads

leading into Plymouth have been felled, and the guns when mounted

will have excellent range.
.

From three ladies, said and believed to be of secession proclivities, tbe

following facts were gleaned, viz : On Friday, April 10, they cametrom

Williamston and passed, on the way between Williamston and James-

ville, infantry, artiUery, and cavalry, said to be General Eobertson s

brigade.
, , mi, j

From a prisoner whom our North Carolina cavalry took Ihursday

night, April 9, we learn that 11 miles from this place a squad of six cav-

alry pickets were stationed, with intervening couriers, to give the enemy

at Washington notice of any attempted assistance from this direction.

From various sources we have heard of an iron-clad ram being built

in the river above. Information this morning has been received to the

effect that it is built to fit the prow of a steamer and that the enemy

meditate an attack within a few days when it is completed. Apprehen-

sion is felt by the naval force that the two gunboats here, Perry and Un-

derwriter, may not be able to resist it. With the present force here and

witb the constructed defenses it is believedwe can hold this place against

a large land force. Should the ram, however, succeed in getting oppo-

site Plymouth the place would be untenable except with fearful loss.

We have six or seven days' provisions on hand. Inclosed I send you a

consolidated morning report of the land forces here.

I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, yours,
JOSIAH PICKETT,

Colonel, Commanding Post.

[Indorsement.]

The consolidated morning report will be sent in to-morrow morning.

, GEOEGE W. BAETLETT,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the South,
No. 190. ) miton Head, S. C, April 12, 1863.

It having been oflBcially represented to the major-general command-
ing by Brigadier-General Heckman, Maj. Solomon Giles, Third New
York Artillery, and Capt. W. V. Hutchiugs, of the staff of Brigadier-
General Stevenson, that Major-General Foster, commanding Depart-
ment of North Carolina, is besieged and in danger of being captured
by the enemy at Washington, N. C, Brigadier-General Heckman, U. S.

Volunteers, is hereby ordered to proceed with his brigade, consist-

ing of the following regiments : Ninth New Jersey, Twenty-third Mas-
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sachusetts, Eighty-first New York, and Ninety-eighth New York, toNew Berne, N, C, where he will report to Brigadier-General Palmer, or
whoever may be the general in command, for service in the relieving of
Major-General Foster.
This duty executed, or it being found that Major-General Foster has

been already relieved, Brigadier-General Heckman will forthwith re-
turn with his command to this department.
By command of Major-General Hunter:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

„ . ^ BAiTiMOEE, Md'., April 13, 1863.
Major-General Halleok:
Learning by telegraph yesterday that Suffolk was invested I came

on from New York by the night train and am waiting for special boat
to go to Fort Monroe.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Bax,timore, April 13, 1863.
Col. D. T. Yan Bueen :

I cannot help thinking that the attack on the Nansemond and Som-
erton road is a feint, and that the principal movement will be on the
Nansemond, 8 miles from Suffolk. This should be looked to.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

FoET MONEOE, Ya., April 13, 1863.

Actg. Rear-Admiral Lee, Newport News, Va.

:

General Peck telegraphs 11.50 a. m.

:

Enemy is on tliree sides of us and advancing to cut the river communication. Ask
the admiral to send light-draaght vessels up.

D. T. YAN BUEBN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

YlA FoET MoNEOE, Ya., April 13, 1863.

(Eeceived 2.50 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief

:

I am now in consultation with Major-General Peck. The enemy is in

sight, and not far off. Artillery firing is going on slowly. Peck's po-

sition is strong, and will be vigilantly guarded. The only fear is that

the enemy may cross the Nansemond. To prevent tliat, gunboats must
be freely used. I will try to examine the river to-day. It is my opinion

that the enemy's campaign is the recovery of the whole James Eiver,

and re-enforcements are arriving from various points, many of them
from before Fredericksburg. The enemy's batteries have been open for

some time. It is an imperative necessity that the Navy keep the Nanse-

mond River open,
E. D. KEYES,

Major- General.
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Suffolk, Va., April 13, 1863—5 p. m.
(Eeceived 6 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok,
Oeneral-in- Chief :

I have now completed a thorough examination of Major-General
Peck's position except the river, which I am now going to examine to

its mouth. I have been up and down both railroads to Norfolk and
made the circuit of the lines. From every source it is made certain

that upward of 40,000 rebels are in front and on the flanks of this posi-

tion. The easiest way for the enemy to take it is to invest and starve

us out. To prevent that I shall be able to give an opinion after going

down the river. As most of the enemy are from the Eappahannock
my present impression is that two divisions of Major-General Hooker's

armv ought to be sent here at once.
E. D. KEYES,

Major-General, Commanding.

FOET MONEOE, Va., April 13, 1863—11 p. m.
(Received 14th, 12.10 a. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief :

I have this moment returned from an examination of the Nansemond
River. The enemy's sharpshooters line the left bank some distance

down and all the passing steamers have been pelted to-day. Our pilot-

house was struck seven times. The gunboats on that river are frail,

wooden structures, which the enemy's field batteries can soon cripple or

burn with hot shot. He can then without much exertion cross out of

range of any of our works, get upon Peck's rear, and seize the two rail-

roads, or attack his weakest side, which is from the Seaboard Railroad
to the river, and along the river when the gunboats are out of the way.
Once invested, it will be next to impossible to relieve Peck, and he
would in a short time be starved into a surrender. The problem is a
difficult one and requires the most able attention. Pickett's, Hood's,
and Pryor's (now Davis') divisions are there. Pickett's left the Eappa-
hannock February 15 and Hood's shortly after. The Southern Army
is in fine health—soldiers made by poverty and hardships—and is per-
fectly armed. They have about fifty pieces of artillery and some cav-
alry. All or nearly all the horses are in poor condition. Coming down
the river has increased, but not perfected, my knowledge of Peck's sit-

uation. I will need to observe it still more to-morrow. I will write
more fully.

E. D. KETES,
Major- General, Commanding.

Norfolk, April 13, 1863.
Admiral S. P. Lee:
Wise still threatens an attack on our forts just below Williamsburg

and a gunboat on James Eiver off College Creek would be of immense
service to us. If a gunboat is not placed, Wise can be supplied by water.
If you have no other boat to spare I would prefer to have that one at
the mouth of the Nansemond sent up without delay, as an attack is an-
ticipated.

E. D. KEYES,
Major-General.
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Norfolk, April 13, 1863.
Acting Eear-Admiral Lee:

Another request has come for a gunboat off Williamsburg. The tower
of the asylum is visible from the river; our line IJ miles below that
tower and the enemy's camp is above. I earnestly trust a gunboat may
be sent up immediately if one has not gone.

E. D. KEYES,
Major-General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
April 13, 1863.

Major-General Ketes,
Commanding Department

:

Tour two dispatches are received. I have no gunboat suitable to send
off Williamsburg, and it would not be fit to send only one gunboat there
if I had it.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Bear-Admiral.

Suffolk, Va., April 13, 1863—3.30 p. m.
(Received 4.20 p. m.)

Major-General Halleok,
GeneraUin- Chief:

Reliable information from intelligent deserters is to the effect that the
enemy have 35,000 or 40,000 in our front, \7hich have come from Fred-
ericksburg, the condition of the roads rendering an attack there impos-
sible. It is stated that D. H. Hill is advancing from North Carolina.

JOHN J, PECK,
Major-Oeneral.

FoET MONEOE, Va., April 13, 1863—8.30 p. m.
(Received 10 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok,
General-in- Chief:

Lougstreet's advance division arrived in my front on Saturday and

was followed by Pickett's, Hood's, and Anderson's yesterday. They
advanced on my front and right flank about noon on the 12th, within

extreme artillery range, and after much skirmishing fell back several

miles. Early this morning they advanced on my front and rear with

one division on the right flank.' More or less artillery fire all day and

much skirmishing. Colonel Foster's Light Troop handled the enemy's

advance roughly, driving them back and retiring the picket line at dark.

Anderson's division has been engaged on the waterfront with our gun-

boats and batteries. The firing has been brisk, and the enemy suffered.

The command is in good spirits and will do its duty.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.
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SUPPOLK, Va., April 13, 1863—9 p. m.
(Received 10 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok,
Generalrin- Chief:

Longstreet's force is pretty well settled at 35,000. Co-operation of

Hill expected. One division at least should be sent here, as they are

fighting for the James Eiver. He has one hundred and twenty pieces

«^^"^^y- JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Suffolk, April 13, 1863.

Major-General Ketes:
We have rations for about twelve days, including to-day. Please

hurry up the stores as fast as possible.
T>v<nr

Stjffolk, April 33, 1863.

Admiral S. P. Lee :

The enemy are said to be crossing at Sleepy Hole, below the mouth

of the West Branch, where the river is wide. The river was left un-

protected last night.

General Peck is at the front.
BENJ. B. FOSTER,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

SUTTOLK, Va., April 13, 1863—4 p. m.
Major-General Hooe:ee,

Headquarters Army of the Potomae :

Intelligent and reliable deserters state that the force in my front, of

35,000 men, under Longstreet, has come from Fredericksburg in expec-

tation of inaction on your part. D. H. Hill is said to be advancing

from North Carolina.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

Headquaetees AEivrr of the Potomac,
April 13, 1863.

General Peck, Suffolk:

All of Longstreet's forces that have gone from here left in January
and February last. None have left since. The enemy will be disap-

pointed in the expectation you mention in your dispatch.
JOSEPH HOOKER,

Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 13, 1863—10 p. m.
Major-General Hookee,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac :

Three divisions have been more or less engaged all day. Early this

morning one division advanced on the Somerton front, driving in the
pickets, but was promptly repulsed, and our picket line was intact at

dark. Some fine skirmishing by Colonel Foster's Light Troop and
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Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry. On the rear or water line Anderson's
force of 4,000 was held back by the gunboats and land batteries. The
attack was vigorous and the result gratifying. Expect they will make
agrand attack to-morrow. Longstreet has 35,000, some say 38,000, and
from one hundred to one hundred and fifty pieces of artillery.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-Oeneral.

(Copy to General Halleck.)

Headqtjaetees,
Suffolk, Va., April 13, 1863. •

Admiral Lee, Netcport News :

The gunboats on the Nansemond in conjunction with the land bat-
teries have been engaged through the day, repulsing Anderson's divis-
ion very handsomely.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

YOEKTOWN, April 13, 1863—9.30 a. m,
Major-General Ketes, Norfolk:

A dispatch just received from Colonel West reports all quiet at front.

The picket lines are within 500 yards of each other. He is very anx-
ious that a gunboat should be sent up James Eiver to shell the enemy
at Williamsburg. He says that the asylum tower is plainly visible from
the James, and fire could be directed by the tower to the town ; and
the enemy's camp is north of town.

EUFUS KING,
Brigadier-General.

YoEKTOWN, April 13, [1863]—9 p. m.

Major-General EIetes, Norfolk

:

I have just received dispatch from West. He reports that a regi-

ment of infantry and one of cavalry came into Williamsburg by Eich-

mond road before sundown. Eumor places Wise's force at 6,000.

Wagons loaded with furniture have been moving out of Williamsburg

all day. The gunboat Morris tried to shell the enemy from York Eiver

this morning. Eesult not known. No gunboat yet in James Eiver.

Colonel West thinks that one should be there by morning with direc-

tions to shell the lower end of the town. He is prepared for attack at

any time. No man hurt on our side today. Both our gunboats are off

Queen's Creek to-night and will remain there.
EUFUS KING,

Brigadier- General.

FoET MoNEOE, April 13, 1863.

Brigadier-General Citlltim:,

Chief of Staff, Washington

:

Geneeal : I leave at 12 m. Have you any orders for the Eighteenth

Corps?
Palmer sent last night for re-enforcements, which General Keyes

cannot send. Can any be sent from the Department of the South ?

HENEY M. NAGLEE,
Brigadier- General.
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Washington, April 13, 1863.

Brigadier-General Naglee :

Have no instructions. No re-enforcements can be sent from Depart-

ment of the South.
G. W. CULLTJM,

Chief of Stuff.

Suffolk, Va., April 14, 1863—2.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Oeneral-in- Chief

:

I arrived here this morning. The post is closely invested with over

30,000 men. The report of the 1st instant, in the Adjutant-General's

Office, will show our force. Two gunboats in the Nansemond are dis-

abled ; one is sunk. Our danger is that the enemy will cross the river

and cut us off from Norfolk. I consider it necessary that an army corps,

or at least two divisions, should be sent to Norfolk at once, so as to pro-

tect the Nansemond. The great superiority of the enemy makes it im-

possible to divide the force here with safety, and we cannot retreat on
Norfolk without great sacrifice of property and life. This place must
be held if possible.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Wae Department,
Washington, D. C, April 14, 1863—7.15 p. m.

Major-General Heintzelman, Washington:

General : You will immediately dispatch to Norfolk, reporting at

Fort Monroe, 6,000 men or thereabouts. Tou will make requisitions

on the Quartermaster's Department for transports. If necessary they
will be recalled from Aquia Creek. This dispatch of troops must be
made in preference to anything else and must be pushed with all pos-
sible haste, without regard to hours or to darkness.

H. W. HALLECK,
Oen eral-in- Chief.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department op Washingi on.
No. 57. i April 14, 1863,

VII. The following troops will embark at daylight to-morrow morn-
ing for Norfolk, reporting at Fort Monroe :

The Second Brigade, General Abercrombje's division, with the excep-
tion of the Sixteenth Virginia Volunteers ; the Third Brigade, General
Abercrombie's division ; the One hundred and seventeenth New York
Volunteers, of Colonel Haskin's division ; the Eleventh Khode Island
Volunteers, from the Convalescent Camp; the One hundred and sixty-
ninth New York Volunteers, from General Martindale's command.

• *«•**«
By command of Major-General Heintzelman

:

0. H. POTTEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Fourth Army Corps,
„ . „ „ ^ „ Yorktown, Va., April 14, 1863.
Maj. Gen. H..W. Halleck,

7,2- ,

Commanding U. 8. Army :

Sir : Major-GeneralDix arrived this morning and resumed command
of the Department of Virginia.
Dnring the nine days I was in temporary command of the depart-

ment the approach of the enemy in great force down the Peninsula and
upon Sufiolk gave a serious aspect to affairs, and this paper is respect-
fully submitted as the result of my examinations and consequent con-
clusions while I was in command.
Of Peck's position and the surrounding country beyond Norfolk I

had no ocular knowledge until the 6th instant, when I made a hasty
visit to Sufiolk by rail. Since that date I have made a careful exami-
nation of his defenses and passed over the other railroad from Norfolk
and down the Nansemond River to Hampton Roads.
As I stated before in telegrams I consider our troops at Suffolk in a

very critical situation, and it may be the rebels' boast that they have
another Harper's Ferry affair on hand will be made good.

I have reflected on the following points

:

1st. Is Peck secure against an attack, or is he able to resist an attack
in his position ?

2d. Can the enemy cut his communication and invest him ?

3d. If the enemy should invest him have we the means to relieve
him before he would be starved out?

4th. Can he retreat and take away his material ?

On the above points I conclude as follows

:

1st. He is secure against an attack on any front now accessible to the
enemy, and he will not be seriously attacked (feints will be made) until
he is invested. After he is invested he is not secure from an attack.

2d. The enemy can cut his communications and invest hirq in spite
of anything we can do to prevent him with the means north of Albe-
marle Sound and south of Hampton Eoads and James River.

3d. If the enemy does invest him we could not break the investment
after it had existed three days and relieve Peck with any available
means within the command of the Government.

4th. I cannot give a positive opinion on this point. I have had no
time to examine the line of retreat. The railroads are through the Dis-

mal Swamp and are perfectly straight and the roadway narrow, and,

on either side, an impracticable morass.

I assume that the Government knows Peck's strength and the amount
of his supplies of provisions and ammunition. It is certain he has but
a few days' supply of forage.

I have assumed all those facts of the last paragraph, and I have kept

Napoleon's maxims in view (yon called my attention to those maxims)
in coming to my conclusions.

In regard to the Peninsula : If the line of Fort Magruder below Will-

iamsburg is given up the enemy can go to Fort Monroe at once and
possess everything outside the sand-spit on which the fort stands.

Yorktown, owing to the ravines around it, would be nearly as uncom-
fortable as Fort Magruder now is, and of no great value to the Govern-

ment. If the upper line is abandoned I trust this most sickly place

(Yorktown) may be also abandoned. I recommended its abandonment
in August last when called on for my views.

With one gunboat on James River, stationed opposite Williamsburg,

39 R R—^VOL xvni
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and one additional regiment of infantry I could bold the line of Fort
Magruder certainly. There being no gunboat there now Wise can
have his supplies brought down there by water, and hold his camp
there at his ease. Wise is now in a position to be easily captured, but
I have not the force necessary. As I stated in my telegrams of yester-

day and the day before, I thought re-enforcemeuts necessary at once.

If any competent officer has examined and ascertained the difficulty

the enemy would have to destroy the wooden gunboats and to cross the

Nansemond, or to get round the left and cut the railroads, or to learn

the roads and their capacity for retreat, I am ignorant of the fact. I

did not simply because I had not the time. If Peck's 10,000 men and
4,000 horses, more or less, and his numerous artillery and supplies are

surrendered I make no doubt that inquiry will be made on tliose sub-

jects, but I shall not be able to answer.
I have the honor to remain, your most obedient servant,

E. D. KEYES,
Major-General, Commanding Fourth Corps.

Poet Monboe, Ya.,
April 14, 1863—11.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief :

I have just returned from Suffolk after going through the lines.

General Peck is strong, but the danger of interception of his commu-
nications with Norfolk is imminent, as the gunboats are nearly all

crippled. With two small divisions, say 5,000 each, we could repel the
enemy. If we could have that number of men from the Army of the
Potomac we could send them back in two weeks. General Peck has
rations for twenty days and forage for ten. More forage goes up to-

night. He must be relieved within twelve days at farthest.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Suffolk, April 14, 1863.
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe :

I am just informed that all the gunboats except the Smith Briggs
have left the river, which is therefore almost entirely undefended.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Suffolk, Va., April 14, 1863.

Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief

:

Two gunboats have been disabled upon the Nansemond, and I fear I
shall be unable to keep the river open.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Suffolk, April 14, 1863.
Major-General Dix:

All the gunboats have left the river except mine. The West End
went to Fort Monroe for ammunition. I most respectfully request that
she be sent back as soon as she gets her ammunition on board.

JOHN 0. LEE,
Captain, Commanding Smith Briggs.
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Suffolk, Ya., A2}r,il 14, 1863.

General Viele, Norfolk

:

Send here at once every man you can spare.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Keicport News, Ya., April 14, 1863—11 a. m.

Major-Geueral Peck,
Commanding at Suffolk, Va.

:

On receipt of your dispatch last night I telegraphed the Department
for light-draught, rifle-screened gunboats for the Nausemond, hoping
there might be some of these in the Potomac Flotilla. The Department
just replies that four boats are coming, but fear they cannot go far into

the Kansemond. I shall apply at the fort for Nansemond pilots for

them, and send them as far as they can go.

I shall have the ligVit-draught tug Alert, just returned disabled from
the Nansemond, repaired in a few hours. I have sent for some rifle-

screening, and hope to increase to-day and to-morrow the force in the

river.

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Of Newport News, Ya., April 14, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Ya. :

Geneeal : I am informed that the army transport Hunter Woodis,

which can carry four or five pieces of field artillery, and have her hght-

draught, would be useful in the Nansemond. The transports might

carry one or more field pieces with troops to fight them.

I have the honor to be, general, yours, respectfully,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

YoEKTOWN, April 14, 1863.

Actg. Kear-Admiral Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron

:

General Dix is as anxious as myself to have a gunboat up James

River opposite Williamsburg. I deem it absolutely necessary to save

the line of Fort Magruder. If that is lost the whole Pennisula will be

open to the enemv down to Fortress Monroe, and sharpshooters can

render this place untenable. It would be better to lose two gunboats

than to lose the Fort Magruder line. Whatever boat you send should

have long-range guns, and should establish itself so as to fire by the

line of the asylum tower.
^ ^ ^^^^^^

Major- Qeneral.
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ToEKTOWN, April 14, 1863.
' Colonel West, Fort Magruder

:

I agree -with yoa about the removal of the inhabitants from Williams-

burg. They need not be interfered with, nor should fire be opened on
the town except in case of another attack from that quarter.

I expect General Keyes here within an hour.
EUFUS KING,

Brigadier- General.

"Washington, D. C, April 14, 1863.

Brigadier-General Palmee, New Berne, N. G.

:

Geneeal: Your letter of the 9th instant is just received. I had

hoped that General Keyes would send you 4,000 additional men, but

his own condition was such that he deemed it necessary to counter-

mand the order. At the present time it is impossible to send any other

troops to you. Perhaps the circumstances may be different in a few

days, but you must not rely upon receiving troops from any other de-

partment. Instead of sparing any, every general is pressing for more

troops as though we had a cornucopia of men from which to supply

their wants.
If any accident should occur to General Foster you will bear in mind

that operations in North Carolina should be strictly defensive and the

troops concentrated as much as possible. New Berne and Beaufort

are the points of greatest importance.
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Steamee Hunchback,
Tuesday, April 14, 1863—1.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, Washington, N. G.

:

General Potter's letter of yesterday was received at 4 a. m. to-day.

Fortunately every wish of yours indicated in that letter had been an-

ticipated. By dint of labor, coaxinp, threatening, stimulating with
promise of reward, &c. (to the pilot and captain of the Escort), every-
thing was arranged, and last night at dark the Escort started. Let me
here remark that Colonel Sissou and officers of the Fifth Rhode Island
Eegiment aided the enterprise in every way. I have just made up my
mind that the thing is a perfect success and that I was not mistaken in

my belief that you could get any amount of men and supplies through
the blockade. But I do not think Captain McCann is equal to this
position. He ought to be above the blockade to reduce the batteries
both at Hill's Point and Rodman's Point. It can be done, but it will
not be done by the Navy unless we can get Flusser or some equallj-
energetic officer here. I do not wish to do any injustice to any one; I
only state my firm belief. Colonel Hoffman can explain something of
my views to you.

General Potter, for you, expresses surprise that the Escort did not come
through the night before, and that such lack of energy has been dis-
played in getting men and supplies to you. I would be glad if you
would, after receiving all the information concerning these matters from
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2!^°°w?°^^°i^/^™ ^? ^^®^® y^'^ *^i°^ the blame lies. Don't spareme Wben the history of "the siege of Washington " is written, if it is

belon s
'
^ '^^P^'^^'^^^'ty ^*" ^est somewhere; let it go where it

<?fS!"'*r^''*i^''?^*^° #°^? immediately to New Berne for the Northbtate, the shovels, and wheelbarrows, &c. He takes the Phoenix

PnEi^IftS?"^" tT^'°! ''5*' ^ P^^°™ t^« duties delegated toColonel Hoffman. I hope to be with Captain Flusser not many hoursafter you receive this. j i^uuio

Your dispatches to General Halleck and General Dix will be for-warded immediately.

-.oL®^.°*
transportation to GatesviUe on the Chowan, to be there on the

Idth, to receive any forces that may be sent by General Dix. Where
will you have these re-enforcements if they arrive?

If the Escort returns here she will (unless you decide differently) take
a return cargo. '

This is written hastily, as there are many things to occupy me to-day.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

I. K PALMBE,
Brigadier- Oeneral, Commanding.

The signal ofiBcer here (Lieutenant Knox) has tried to signal to you to-
day. He was on a small gunboat and the motion of the vessel prevented
him from seeing properly. He is now out with the Southfield and I hope
he will succeed. Don't fail to make the signal arrangement as perfect
as possible.

War Depabtmbnt,
Washington, April 15, 18G3—10.30 a. m.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Ya. :

Six thousand men have been ordered to report to you at Fort Monroe.
A portion embarked during the night; two gunboats have also been
sent.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

FOET MONEOE, VA.,
April 15, 1863—8.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in-Chief :

The enemy has not yet succeeded in crossing the Nansemond, though
the pressure has been very heavy for several miles below Suffolk. The
gunboats are holding a large force in check. A battery of 20-pounder
rifled guns, which caused us much annoyance yesterday, was silenced

to-day. The Smith Briggs, a newly-armed quartermaster's steamboat,
was attacked in the river near General Peck's headquarters last night,

but the assailants were driven off. Thus far the enemy has gained no
advantage. He is pressing us at Williamsburg.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- Oeneral.
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Suffolk:, Va., Ap^-il 15, 1863—9 a. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Generalin-Chief :

On Monday, with tbe aid of the gunboats, I was enabled to hold the

line of the Nansemoud, and things looked well, as I advised you, but

yesterday 10,000 ov 11,000 attacked the line of the river some miles

down and, with the aid of earthworks thrown up, cut off the water

communication. All the gunboats except one were crippled and cut

off many miles below. The enemy attempted to cross during the night

but has'not succeeded yet. I hope to hold him, although the river, by

the curves, is some 12 miles in length before you reach the wide water,

with an average width of 100 feet. At daylight I opened the Jericho

Ci|nal into the river and hope to fill up the marshes so as to impede

their operations. A few troops at this time will make all secure. A
large force in reserve is necessary, say 10,000, to take the initiative. It

General Hill co-operates, more will be necessary. Prisoners state

Washington has been taken. _^ JOHN J. PECK,
3Iajor- General.

Fort Monroe, April 15, 1863.

Major-General Peck:
Troops are on their way to relieve you. Shall I order them to Bowers'

Hill as fast as they arrive ! Some must be here to-night unless the

storm prevents.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Suffolk, Ya., April 15, [1863].

General Dix

:

Hurry the troops here that first arrive, so that I can have enough to

hold the river. All routes should be put in requisition. A day may
be decisive. When their spies signal from Norfolk their arrival I fear

they will attack.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Suffolk, Va., April 15, [1863].

Brigadier-General Viele, Norfolk

:

It 'is just reported that the enemy, force and character unknown, have
crossed at Sleepy Hole in spite of our gunboats. His attempt to cross

in the nairow part of the river was defeated and his battery opposite
silenced.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Fort Monroe, April 15, 1863.

Major-General Peck, Commanding, Suffolk :

If the report be true would it not be inexpedient to carry out the
suggestion iu your last dispatch ?

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.
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April 15, 1863,')

General Viele, Commanding, Xorfollc

:

If the euemy have crossed the Nansemoud they may make a rapid
movement on ]S[orfolk for supplies. You must make the best disposi-
tion of your small force you can to oppose their entrance into the city.
You will have re-enforcements to-night if the storm does not prevent.

JOHN A. DIX,
Blajor- General.

Suffolk, Va., April 15, 1803.
General Dix:

If the report be true the troops had better be massed at some point
like that one mentioned by you. Will give you the very earliest intel-
ligence. Sleepy Hole is the place named, half way down to the James,
in the broad water, where the heavy boats go safely. As it is some
miles from the track some trains will get through, especially on the
Petersburg.

JO-Jl^ J. PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 15, 1863.
Major-General Dix

:

Only one regiment from Norfolk ; another should be sent. We hold
the Nansemond, although 11,000 were there yesterday and drove out
the boats; much encouraged. Urge on supplies of forage and some
heavy guns. One of my 20-i)ounder riiies burst on the Nansemond ; it

is our best gun. Can you send a few ?

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Fort Monroe, April 15, 1863.

Major-General Peck:
General Viele has one regiment at Deep Creek, which is more impor-

tant to you than to him. He has only two other regiments, with an

aggregate of 1,300 men, of whom a part are at Bowers' Hill, 8 miles from

Corinth, on the Seaboard road, with a section of artillery. The two
other sections of his only battery are scattered. I will send you an old

Vermont regiment from here, of 400 men, immediately. Telegraphed

Halleck last night. Will send heavy guns.
JOHN A. DIX,

3Iajor-General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Of Newport News, Va., April 15, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. :

General : I received your dispatch at 12.45 a. m., and will act ac-

cordingly.
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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April 15, 1863.

Major-General Peck, Commanding, Suffolk:

I arrived at 10 last night and found your dispatch in regard to gun-
boats. I ordered the West End back immediately. She was out of

ammunition. I also telegraphed Admiral Lee, asking that his gunboats
might go back. Eeceived his answer after midnight that he would act

as I requested.
JOHF A. DIX,

Major-Oeneral.

Suffolk, Va., April 15, 1863.

General Dix:

Up to this time I hold the line of the river and am satisfied nothing

has passed over yet. The pressure has been heavy all along the river

down to the West Branch. Gunboats there are holding a large force.

My flanks are yet intact.

About noon we silenced the rebel battery of 20-pounder rifled, which
caused so much tropble yesterday. The Smith Briggs was attacked

near my headquarters in the night but drove off the rebels.

JOHi^ J. PECK,
Major-Oeneral.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, Va., April 15, 1863—p. m.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

General : I sent two armed tugs into the Nansemond this morning,
where I have two other small and armed vessels. The Mount Washing-
ton, a river steamer with fixed pieces on board, was towed out this

morning much disabled from severe fighting in the Upper Nansemond
yesterday.
You must not rely upon these few frail and open ferry-boats and river

steamers, which you call gunboats, to keep the rebels from crossing the
Upper Nansemond, which is long, narrow, and crooked, a mere creek,
and from which we were driven yesterday. These craft are effective only
from the gallantry with which they are fought, with their boilers, steam-
pipes, and magazines all exposed to the concentrated fire of the rebel
batteries, while the sharpshooters pick off with facility our unprotected
gunners.

Eeflect that these little vessels go into such a fight much in the ex-
posed condition in which breached forts surrender when their magazines,
&c., are exposed. I must call your attention to this in order that you
may adapt your military dispositions to the necessities of your situation,
which is not suitable to the operation of vessels.
General Keyes keeps calling for gunboats off Williamsburg. This

ship cannot go there, and my force is not strong enough to detach from
in view of the rebel naval force above.
The public interests here and even the communications of the Army

of the Potomac depend on the security of this position.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg.K Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

P. S.—4 p. M.—Tours of this date, also a report from Lieutenant
Gushing, dated 1.15 p. m., just received. Lieutenant Gushing says the
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enemy has not seen fit to renew the action of yesterday ; that he had
just received a dispatch from General Peck stating that the rebels had
not crossed as yet, bat believed they would try it this afternoon or to-
night. Lieutenant Cashing says that the rebels intended to cross below
the West Branch yesterday, bat were beaten back by the fire of the
gunboats. I had already instructed Lieutenant Lamson to do all he
could to prevent the enemy from crossing the Nansemond. Lieutenant
Lamson expects to go up the river on the arrival of the tug Alert, whose
rudder has been repaired and is being shipped, with the assistance of
a diver.

Lieutenant Gushing surmises that the rebels may be masking bat-
teries to protect their crossing.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Bear-Admiral.

Suffolk, April 15, 1863.
Admiral Lee:
There has been a large force on the Upper Naysemond all day, but

they have been prevented from crossing. I fear they will attempt this
to-night. If your boats can arrive at once we shall be able to hold the
river.

PECK,
Major- Oeneral.

EoANOKE Island, April 15, 1863.

Geneeax, : The inclosed letter was sent open to me yesterday at the
blockade below Washington to be forwarded through General Dix. I

immediately ran here to have them forwarded by the commanding
officer here. Dispatches for Admiral Lee go at the same time.

The expedition under General Spinola, mentioned in General Fos-
ter's letter, returned to New Berne the third day after it left. General
S. decided that his force was entirely too small to attempt to push its

way to Washington.
As soon as I heard of his intention to return I determined that men

and supplies could be sent through the blockade, and I placed one reg-

iment, with a quantity of provisions and ammunition, on board a river

steamer and went with them myself. After some little delay on ac-

count of weather and the fears of the pilot I succeeded by threatening,

promising pecuniary reward, &c., to push the boat through. The navy
gunboats ran up to the blockade to assist in case of accident. The
steamer went through safely, I think. She was lying (as I am informed

by a signal officer) safely at the wharf in Washington yesterday.

There are more troops and supplies near the blockade ready to be

pushed in if General Foster wishes them.

General Wessells, who arrived in New Berne the day before I left, in-

forms me in a dispatch of yesterday that the enemy are assembling a

force at Swansborough. From there they threaten Beaufort, Morehead

City, Fort Macon, and the railroad. This, I think, is only to prevent

our sending too many of our forces from here toward Washington.

Lieutenant-Commander Flusser, a bold, energetic naval officer, has

arrived to take command of the fleet below the blockade, and I think

he will be able to reduce or cripple the batteries on the river.

A force (a brigade, one battery, and two companies of cavalry) has

been sent by General Wessells again in the direction of Washington to

divert the attentiou of the enemy from Washington.
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The force at present at Kew Berne, effective strength, is in the neigh-

borhood of 9,000. I can still send a force to General Foster and hold

the place.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. jSr. PALMEE,

Brigadier- General.
[Indorsement.!

Hdqes. Deft, of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, April 17, 1863.

Supposed to be for Major-General Halleck, and respectfully forwarded.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Steamer Thomas Colyee, April 15, 1863.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, U. S. Y.,

Washington, N. C.

:

General : Yesterday your dispatches for Admiral Lee and General

Dix were received, and as soon as I was assured of the safe arrival at

Washington of the Escort I determined to run to Eoanoke and direct

the dispatches forwarded from there. I wrote to General Dix, inform-

ing him of what had occurred since your letter was written. I also

notified the admiral of the arrival of Lieutenant-Commander Flusser.

I received the dispatch from General Wessells informing of the
assembling of the enemy of Swansborough. From there they threaten

the railroad, Morehead City, &c. Give me your advice, if possible, as

to the best mode of operating in that direction. It was my intention

to run immediately back to the blockade, but I will return to New
Berne to see the state of affairs there, in order to get more men and
supplies in case you should need them.

Please inform me if you wish the forwarding of these to be continued.
I think Captain Flusser will change the affairs at the blockade some-
what.
The Colyer needs a few hours' work on her, which she can have done

while her cargo is getting ready. It is my impression that any amount
of men and supplies can be sent through.
Four thousand men were ordered from the Fourth Army Corps to

re-enforce here, and I sent transportation to Gatesville for them. The
order was countermanded, and 1 expect the transports to return imme-
diately. Fighting at Suffolk, where papers say that Longstreet has
been driven back. Nothing positive, however, is known.

Very hastily, respectfully, yours,

I. N. PALMER,
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, Ya., April 15, 1863—4.30 p. m.

B. B. Foster,
Asst. Adjt. Gen. for General Peck, Suffoll; Va. :

Lieutenant Cushing reports that the enemy had not crossed at 1.15
o'clock to-day.

The tug which brought his report says all is quiet on the Lower Nau-
semond, and our boats moving between Hallowing Point and the ob-
structions at Western Branch.
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The boats were driven disabled out of the Upper Nansemond yester-

day. The navy boats will do all in their power to assist you, but I fear

those I could send this morning may not from their draught be able to

cross the obstructions.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Suffolk, Va., April 16, 1863—9.30 a. m.

Major-General Halleok, General-in-Chief

:

My lines, which extend along the Nansemond from mouth of West
Branch to swamp on the left, are occupied, and are about 16 miles in

length. The enemy has failed to turn either flank and has not dared
au assault. Longstreet is resolved upon getting in if possible. He is

cutting out extensive roads, destroyed and blocked. Parties were
sent to blow up culverts, but failed. My roads are well guarded. If

I hold my flanks, he will be compelled to assault after shelling from

commanding ground. He has a great preponderance of artillery as

well as Other branches.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

FOET MONEOE, Va., April 16, 1863—10.30 a. m.
(Received 11.30 a. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haxleck, General-in-Chief

:

General Peck's dispatch, just forwarded, will inform you of the state

of things this morning. I have given him every man that can be spared

from Norfolk, and have taken care of the army supplies there, so that

if the enemy should succeed in crossing the river and should move on

that city he will find nothing except coal. No troops have arrived yet.

If I had 10,000 men I could land at Smithfield, take the enemy in the

rear, and make his movement on Suffolk a very disastrous one to him.

Indeed, we should have that additional force under any circumstances,

as the number of men and quality of material at Suffolk is too great to

be put at hazard.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

War Depaktment,
'Washington., April 16, 1863—10 a. m.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

Have re-enforcements begun to arrive? Send back transports as

rapidly as possible; they are greatly needed^er^
haLLECK
General-in- Chief.

Norfolk, April 16, 1863.

(Pteceived 12.10 p. m.)

Major-General Halleck:

No troops arrived an hour ago when I left Port Monroe. Not a mo-

ment shall be lost in the return of transports. Wires are down to

Suftolk. I hope it is accidental.
^^^^^ ^ ^^^

Major-General.
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Washington, D. C, April 16, 1863.

Major-General DiX:

Every transport that could be spared was sent with troops. When
any of the vessels return it will be determined whether more troops can

be sent to you.
H. W. HALLECK,

Oeneral-in- Chief.

Suffolk, Va., April 16, 1863.

(Eeceived 7.20 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok,
General-in- Chief :

My lines are stiU secure. Only one gunboat is here. Two are feel-

ing their way up, in concert with my batteries. Deserters say Long-
street has been disappointed in his operations against Suffolk. He
assured his troops they would be in this place last Monday.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major General, Commanding.

Suffolk, Va., April 16, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix:

I hold the line of the river intact. Have urged the boats to feel their

way up under our protection. All safe yet.

The enemy is cutting out extensive roads that we obstructed for mUes,.

and will perhaps move around more to the right. Push on the men and
guns.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Suffolk, April 16, 1863.
General Dix and
General Viele :

I have doubled my patrols on both railroads. Individuals are trying
to get in and blow up the culverts. One of my men was kUled while
guarding the wire.

PECK,
Major- General.

Suffolk, Va., April 16, 1863.
General Dix:
Have been on my lines all day. We hold the enemy's forces in check,

and I hope he will not be able to get over the river. Ouly the Smitn
Briggs is here. One or two boats are feeling their way up slowly in
connection with the troops along the shore. Longstreet must be wait-
ing for Hill, who can come by rail via Weldon. All parties distinctly
state that such a combination was made. They want the whole line of
the James a port for their iron-clads, and will ere long draw in their
lines.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.
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United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
April 16, 1863—1 a. m.

General Peck:
Your dispatch is just received. We have now four vessels in the

Nansemond with orders to do their best to prevent the enemy from
crossing it. I fear that but one of these will be able to get above the
obstructions. Two of our lightest draughts have returned disabled.
The vessels expected from the Potomac have not arrived.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Bear-Admiral.

Hdqrs. Dbpt. of Virginia, Seatenth Aemt Corps,
Fort Monroe, April 16, 1863.

Admiral Lee :

Every disposable man has been put on the river. I have re-enforced
General Peck to the extent of my ability. If your gunboats could feel
their way up we could protect them from our side. The West End was
disabled, but went up again at 6 last evening. Our line is intact as
yet. I am just going to Norfolk to be back to-night.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, April 16, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. :

General : The master of the bark Edisto informed me, in his letter

of March 22, that—

While lying at anchor in the month of the Potomac River, with a head wind, the

captain of the port of Fortress Monroe came up and boarded my vessel and demanded
my papers, as he suspected contraband goods, and after a careful overhauling of the

same said they were all right, but ordered me into Hampton Eoads.

Did Captain Millward order the Edisto here after he had ascertained

that she was all right and had notified her master? If so, was the

Edisto communicated with by the army authorities and notified that

she could proceed on her voyage after her arrival outside the guard

ship and before she attempted to run into the Eoads ? I ask the favor

of a reply at your convenience, for my report of the case.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Fort Monroe, April 16, 1863.

Major-General Peck:

Just returned from Norfolk. Troops are arriving and ^ill be sent

over without delay.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- Ceneral.
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Headquaktees Fourth Army Corps,
Yorktown, April 16, 1863.

Major-General Dix,
Commanding Department of Virginia, Fort Monroe :

The enemy's pickets are in Williamsburg, and Governor Wise's troops
have taken and paroled as i)risoner8 of war two cavalrymen who were
acting as nurses to the insane—to those whom Governor Wise styled

Virginia's "little ones," and as belonging to a "hospital the most ex-

empt of all from the least touch of war." I have ordered Dr. Wager
and the two paroled cavalrvmen to withdraw from the asylum.

B. D. KEYES,
Major-Oeneral.

Fort Monroe, Va., April 16, 1863.

(Received 6 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief:

I send a dispatch from General Foster of the 12th. I have one from
General Palmer of the 15th saying that a river steamboat, with supplies

of provisions and ammunition and a regiment, had run the blockade,

and was safe at the whai'f at Washington the 14th

:

Fort Washington, N. C, April 12, 1863.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck:
General: I have tlie honor to report that no very material change in the position

of opposing forces around this town has taken place since the date of my letter of the
5th instant. The enemy has been constantly at work erecting batteries, and now has
in lull operation six batteries, mounting seven guns, on this side of the river, north
side of the town, and three batteries, mounting six guns, on the south side of the
river opposite the town. Added to these are the batteries erected to prevent boats
coming up the river, some miles down. The guns are, however, mostly rifled, of
small caliber, none being larger than 20-pounder Parrotts, except one 32-pounder
smooth-bore. The works of tlie defensive have kept pace with the offensive, being
always a little ahead, and the result of each day's firing has been the silencing of the
enemy's batteries, forcing them to withdraw their guns from sight. The firing on
both sides is quite sharp for a short time each day. No killed or wounded since my
last letter. The force that I directed to march for my relief from New Berne has not
as yet exhibited any result. General Palmer reports that the advance guard left
New Berne on Wednesday under General Spinola. Tlie latter general was under the
impression that the whole force in his front was 16,000 men, double his own force. I
have therefore to renew my application for re-enforcements, and that the number he
increased to 10,000 men ; also for General Naglee, who has been ordered to report to
me. He hurried off as soon as possible to take command of the operating force. I
am confident that I can hold out here provided I am supplied with ammunition and
provisions from below. There is no great difficulty in supplying us by means of ves-
sels and boats running the gauntlet of the batteries; and although the gunboats and
our transports have not as yet fulfilled our expectations in this respect, yet I am in-
formed by General Palmer that arrangements are now made to send me supplies of
men and ammunition. I do not intend to yield one inch on any point if I can in any
way prevent it, and shall therefore contest the occupation of this place until General
Hill is forced to withdraw. I beg that you will loolc favorably upon my application
for re-enforcements, unless the necessities of the service forbid it, for without them
some disaster to our arms may occur in this department. The enemy's numbers are
fully equal to the representations in my letters of last month, and from their move-
ments I am confirmed in my opinion that as soon as the main army is forced to evac-
uate Virginia the field of operations will be this State; hence their efforts to obtain
possession of the eastern counties, which are the most fertile in the State.

J. G. FOSTER,
Major-General, Commanding.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.
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New Berne, N. C, April 10, 1863.

^r • ^ -r^ -^ (Received April 17, G.20 ii. m )Maj. Geu. H. W. Halleck,
i

,
u p. m.)

Oen eral- in- Chief:
I left WashingtOD, K. C, yesterday morning and run past the rebel

batteries in the steamer Escort, which had reached Washino-ton the
previous night with the Fifth Khode Island Volunteers and supplies on
hoard. My object is to take the field at the head of the relieving forcesand to fight a decisive battle, but I am not sure of the result. I have
sent two dispatches for re-enforcements from the Department of Vir-
ginia, but understand none can be sent. General Naglee shows me Gen-
eral Cullum's dispatch of the 13th instant saving none can be sent from
the Department of the South. 1 have to ask again, very resi)ectfully, to
have the detachment of the Eighteenth Army Corps, now in the Depart-
ment of the South, ordered back as soon as possible, inasmuch as the
rebel forces at Charleston, now liberated by the failure of the attack, will
re-enforce the already large force in this State against which I am now
contending. I left the troops in Washington in good spirits, the de-
fenses good, and everj-thiug favorable for holding out as long as may be
desired.

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- Oeneral.

Xew Berne, N. C, April 10, [1803].
(Received April 18, 11.35 a. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief:

I have been obliged to concentrate my forces in sufficient numbers to
meet the overpowering forces of the enemy and to evacuate Elizabeth
City, Winfield, and Plymouth. This step was rendered necessary owing
to information from Fort Monroe, showing that no re-enforcements could
be expected from there, and from the telegram ot General Cullum to
General Naglee saying that no troops could be expected from the Depart-
ment of the South.

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- Genera I, Commanding.

New Berne, N. C, April 16, 1863.

(Received April 18, 11.20 p. m.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,

Oeneral-in- Chief:

I have the honor to inform you that the advance of Heckman's brigade
has arrived from the Department of the South. I am very grateful for

this opportune re-enforcement, which will be of great service in the opera-

tions which, commencing to-morrow, will culminate in a battle in a few
days. May I respectfully urge again the necessity of transferring the
whole of the detachment of the Eighteenth Army Corps to North Caro-

lina ? My reason for reiterating this request is that re-enforcements are

daily arriving to General D. H. Hill, and are supposed to be from vi-

cinity of Charleston, though one of these regiments is known to be from
Longstreet's force on the Blackwater. General Longstreet was with

General Hill in conference the other day in front of Washington, N. C.

The object and purpose of the consultation is not known, but must of
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course have been in regard to co-operation of tlie forces on the Black-

water and of Korth Carolina, and from the presence of a Virginia brigade

and the one regiment recently arrived from the Blackwater I believe

the feint to be on the Blackwat«r and the real attack to be here. These

facts are submitted for your consideration.
J. G. FOSTEE,

Major-General, Commanding.

Fort Monroe, April 17, 1863.

Major-General Hajlleck:

Is any general ofiQcer to come with the troops?

Major-Oeneral.

War Department,
Washington, April 17, 1863—12 noon.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Ya.

:

You already have a larger proportion of general officers than we have

here; nevertheless, if possible, I will send you another. Whether 4,000

more troops can be sent to you will depend upon the condition of aflfairs

when the transports return. In any forward operations by you against

the enemy, is not West Point the proper points I will write you more

fully by mail.
'

^
H. W. HALLECK,

General-i7i-Ghief.

Washington, D. C, April 17, 1863.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

General : If the enemy has given up his attempt upon Suffolk and
Norfolk it is probably on account of a movement of General Hooker.

I think that Lee's main army will be massed between Richmond and
the Eappahaunock. This would of course give yon an opportunity to

operate in the direction of Hicks' Ford or Weldon, to destroy the rail-

roads connecting with the South. But would that be a safe operation?

Moreover, would it not be contrary to principle ? The enemy would
be between you and Hooker's army ready to strike at either. Would
he not in his central position have the same advantage over you and
Hooker which he had last year over McOlellan and Pope ? It certainly

seems so to me. Moreover, while you were operating south of James
liiver might not the enemy recapture Williamsburg and Yorktown ?

Would it not be more in accordance with principles for you and
Hooker to act as nearly together as possible and at the same time to

secure your smaller force from the enemy's heavy blows? Suppose
while Genera] Hooker operates against the enemy's frout you threaten
his flank and rear by the Pamunkey and Mattapony in such a way as
to secure your own retreat, would there not be greater chance of suc-
cess ? It seems to me that West Point furnishes you a most excellent
base for such an operation. With the gunboats and a few heavy guns
put in battery it could be made secure against greatly superior num-
bers. Moreover, while affording assistance to Hooker's operations it

will serve as a protection to your line by Williamsburg and Yorktown.
I am therefore of opinion that the moment you can safely withdraw
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troops from the south side of James River you should occupy West
Point and operate as here suggested. The movement if made should
be prompt and rapid, so as to force the enemy to give up all attempts
upon Suffolk and Norfolk.

Please inform me by telegraph -whether you adopt my views, but
without stating what they are.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. W. HALLEOK,
Genera l-in- Chief.

Fort Monroe, Va., April 17, 18C3.

(Received 'J p. m.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hat.t.eck,

Generalin- Chief

:

We need field artillery at Suffolk by reason of the extent of our lines.

If you can send two or three batteries it would be a great relief.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Fort Monroe, April 17, 1863.

Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief

:

Everything quiet last night. Some fighting yesterday. I am going
up the Nansemond this morning. Six thousand men have arrived.

Yesterday Tve captured the equipage of a regiment.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Fort Monroe, April 17, 1863.

Major-General Peck:

I know nothing of the organization of the troops that have come and
are coming. I have sent you, with the Nineteenth Wisconsin and Ninth
Vermont, about 5,000 men; more coming. In order not to lose a mo-
ment I have not stopped them here. You must use them as you tiiink

best. I am not even advised whether a general oflicer is coming; hope

to learn this morning.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

SUPEOLK, VA., April 17, 1863.

General Dix:

We arc safe on the river. West Eud is probably below. One of the

boats is working along up slowly in conjunction with the troops. I

hold five points with artillery, and all the others are guarded. Gen-

eral Hood cannot force the river now.
JOHN J. PEOK,

Mojor-General,

40 R R—VOL xvm
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Fort Moneoe, April 17, 18G3.

Major-General Peck:

There are eight Navy gunboats on the Naiisemoud, six at uud below
West Braucli. The enemy must cross if at all [higlij up. The battery

at AVest Branch was silenced after disabling- tlie Teazer. Lieutenant
Gushing is confident the railroad from Philadelphia* is reopened and the

bridge rebuilt. If so, the enemy is at ease as to su])plies.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 17, 1SG3.

Major-General Halleck, Washington :

It gives me great pleasure to say that I hold everything. The enemy
maneuvered to throw me off my guard on the river below, which had
the effect opiiosite to his wishes. Instead of withdrawing I re-enforced

considerably. New troops have just arrived. "Whether they arrived

or not, uo yielding or surrender would be permitted.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major- General.

Suffolk, Va., April 17, 18G3.

Major-General Dix:

I have ordered Major Strattou with a force to South Mills to hold
that outlet at all hazards and to watch General Hill's moves. He is

directed to communicate with anj- troops at Elizabeth City. My line

will be the Nansemond lliver, the Dismal Swamp to tlie Pasquotank
River. General Viele will of course aid all he can with Lis men.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, April 17, 1863.
Major-General Dix:

Longstreet has not asked for the women and children. All commu-
nication is cut off for them, and they can get no su]»plies from without.
In a short time they will have to be fed by us. 1 believe I shall call
upon him to remove them or feed them.

PECK,
Major-General.

Fort Monroe, ^pr(7 17, 1803.
Major-General Peck :

More troops have gone. I have now sent 7,400. Give me every
morning a hviai resume of the preceding twenty-four liours, and I will
advise the General-in-Chief. I think of going up the Nansemond this
morning to West Branch; perhaps higher up.

JOHN A. MX,
Major-General.

* Cipher.
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FoET Monroe, Ai^ril 17, 1803.
Major-Geueral Peck:
Colonel Gurney is iu command. Ho is just leaving. It is a regu-

larly organized division. Foster being re-enforced. Hill cannot *

Can yon not now act on the offensive ? With your prudence I sliould
fear no evil result. The enemy is full of stratagem and atIII need care-
ful watching. I am j ust off for Nansemoud.

JOHN A. DIX,
Afajor-Gencral.

Suffolk, Ya., April 17, 1803.
General Viele :

We hold everj'thing up to this time. Both my flanks are threatened.
Longstreet is pressing on the river. He is building batteries at the
mouth of the West Branch. Only one boat is with me. My impres-
sion is he cannot force a passage. Much skirmishing on all the ave-
nues of approach.
Press on the men. Advise me of everything you hear.

JOHN J. PECK,
3[ajor-Gcneral.

New Bekke, N. C, April 17, 1803.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Gaicralin-Chicf :

Being about to start with a relieving force to raise the siege of Wash-
ington, I learned that the enemy had evacuated the batteries in front of

Washington, and deserters say that the cause was that they were or-

dered to re-enforce the army in Virginia. I shall march myself with my
force in pursuit and endeavor to overtake the enemy.

J. G. FOSTEE,
Major- General.

Suffolk, Va., April 17, 1803.

General Dix

:

I expect they will attempt to force a crossing somewhere in the dark-

ness. Have taken great pains and every precaution. • One of the rail-

ways is complete, so deserters say. All activity along the river. Their

sharpshooters are very numerous. Have you any 1 We felt the enemy

to-day on the South Quay and found his force large. Will more chil-

dren
I
cavalry! arrive ?

'- ^ JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, April 17, 1803.

Miijor-General DiX:

Your message is not complete. It asks if I can act offensively; also

siiys you fear evil will result, as enemy is full of stratagems. Will you

reiieat it ! My opinion is that wc shall have all we can do to hold the

Nansemond and Dismal Swamp and Pasquotank. I am pressiflg them

with li"ht trooi)s, and brisk firing is heard in several directions.
' JOHN J. PECK,

Blajor-General.

* Message incomplete as sent. No record of it as received.
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Fort Monroe, April 17, 18C3.

Major-General Peck:
I said through your prudence there would be no evil result from your

acting offensively, and that the enemy was full of stratagems and
needed close watching. I have just returned from West Branch.
Brought down General French's engineer. He was captured this morn-
ing by Lieutenant Cushing's picket. Will telegraph again.

JOHK A. DIX,
Major-General.

Suffolk, April 17, 18G3—S.50 p. m.
Major-General Dix:

Until some men are executed in front of Fort Union for cowardice I

shall not feel safe in my responsible command. Some companies have
behaved very badly, and the example is highly pernicious. I must try

them, and must be sustained when I act.

PECK,
Major-General.

Fort Monroe, Aiml 17, 1863.

Major-General Peck, Commanding, Suffollc

:

You will be sustained in any measures you may adopt for the punish-
ment of cowardice or misbehavior in the face of the enemy. Try the
miscreants at once. I have recommended Colonel Foster's promotion.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

YoRKTOWN, April 17, 1863.
Major-General Dix, Gommandincj

:

Yesterday I found a rebel battery of two rilled guns (Lieutenant
Gillis thought they were Whitworths) on the left bank of the Pamun-
key,_3 miles above West Point. They fired some twenty or thirty shots
at us, which fell over and all around us, but none struck the gunboat.
This morning at 4 o'clock I noticed the glare of camp fires on the clouds
on the Gloucester side. The glare represented a large camp, but it w^as
jirobably that of'the 500 cavalry over there.
Governor Wise's pickets are now above Williamsburg. His boast-

ing to take the forts has not yet been made good.
As it is represented the inmates of the asylum are on the borders of

absolute starvation I have ordered up ten days' rations and sent back
the paroled attendants.

E. D. KEYES,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fourth Army Corps,
Office of the Assistant Adjutant-General,

Fort Yorlctoicn, Va., April 17, 1863.
Lieutenant-Colonel Farnsworth,

Chief Quartermaster Fourth Corps

:

Colonel: The commanding general is informed that notwithstand-
ing the late occupation of WUliainsburg by the rebel forces wclep Gen-
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eral Wise dnd the consequent abandonment of the city by the Union
troops, no provision whatever has been made for the support of the in-
mates of \]ie lunatic asylum, tenanted as it is by their own Idth and kin
and by a class of patients demanding of all the civilized world the
tenderest care and solicitude.
The commanding general is not willing that the imputation of inhu-

manity and want of civilization, so justly chargeable to these traitors to
their country and enemies of their own blood, should rest, even with the
lightest touch of seeming truth, upon himself or those in his command
as representing in this section of the country the dignity and care of
the Government of the United States.
Notwithstanding, therefore, that many of the servants of the asylum

and nurses of its inmates were forcibly carried away by the rebels and
the majority of the others have, of their own will, abandoned their
charge; notwithstanding that two of our own soldiers placed as nurses
to the lunatics were captured and paroled as prisoners of war, and not-
withstanding that the city of Williamsburg and the asylum are not
occupied by the forces of the United States and are beyond the picket
lines of those forces, yet, in the name of humanity and Christianity,
the commanding general directs that a ten days' supply of rations for
250 men (that being about the number of inmates at present in the
asylum) be sent at once to Wilbamsburg to be delivered at once to the
officer in charge of the asylum for the use of its inmates.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. C. SUYDAM,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

YoEKTOWN, Va., April 17, 18G3.
Col. E. M. West,

Commanding Advanced Brigade:

Johnson's regiment will remain with you for the present at least; they
liad better make camp, and shelter tents will be furnished them on
requisition to-morrow. The general has urged the matter of a gunboat
near you on James Eiver, but Admiral Lee says that it cannot be fur-

nished ; consequently the whole left flank on the river from a short dis-

tance above Newport News is open and will need constant watching. A
squadron of the Second Massachusetts Cavalry will report to you to-mor-

row; they will have shelter tents; they are about 100 strong. The gen-

eral desires that Mr. Sweeny make an official written application for the

])rotection asked for the asylum, stating on what it is based ; he will

then give it the proper consideration. Meantime he desires that Mr.

Sweeny be furnished with a copy of my letter to Colonel Farnsworth in

regard to sending the supplies to the asylum, that General Wise may
learn in what estimation be is held. Major Hall has not seen the gen-

eral, who directs that you picket your left as strongly as possible with

the forces which will be at your command.
C. C. SUYDAM,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

FoET Monroe, Va., April 17, 1863.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Fostee:

My Deae Geneeal : Your dispatch went to General Halleck last

evening. A letter from General Palmer tliree days later (the 15th) in-



630 NOETH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. iChap. XXX.

formed us that you bad received a regiment, with ammunition and pro-

visions, tbrongli tbe blockade.

I am very sorry I cannot aid you. Suffolk is closely invested by
Lougstreet witb over 30,000 men. Tbe left bank of tbe Nanseniond to

the West Branch is occupied. Our gunboats hold the river and pre-

vent the enemy from crossing, but he has disabled several of them. We
have our hands fall. I have just returned from the West Branch, where
the enemy has a battery and rifle-pits, from which the firing is incessant.

We captured General French's engineer to-day.

Thus far the enemy Las gained no advantage over us.

Trusting your gallant resistance may be successful, I am, sincerely,

yours.
JOHN A. DIX.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport Hexes, Ya., April 17, 18G3.

MnjorGencral Foster,
Commaruling MiUtarxj Department of North Carolina:

My Deak General: I am glad to hear by the steamer Spaulding
that you aie at New Berne. The ex]>erience attending your escape
will give you a practical idea of the difference between tiie endurance
and capabilities of frail, imjirovised wooden gunboats and earthworks.
I saw in the papers that a biigade hesitated to land and attack, but
waited for the little Lockwood to silence a battery of field artillery oc-

cupying earthworks which the enemy had abandoned last spring.

I.mention this now that you are in less trouble, as in your private
letter from Washington you speak of the gunboats as having too much
veneration for sucli batteries. The Army places a complimentary but
exaggerated opinion upon the capabilities of these gu7iboats.
In the JMississipi)i a scattered battery of six small field pieces did

great damage to two regular l^avy gunboats commanded by gallant
officers. Here, at this time, on the narrow Upper Nansemond, a miser-
able creek, our frail, light-armed, light-draught steam-craft, called gun-
boats, with tlieir powder and steam magazines and their machinery all

so exposed an<l so vulnerable, are fighting the enemy's artillery and
sharpshooters with great gallantry and sustaining much loss in killed,

wounded, and injury to the vessels, Avhich are much cut up, grounding,
and having no water to work in.

The combat would be much more equal if our troops fought theirs
with like means, as they should do, but somehow they don't see it.

The calls so numerous and so constant for gunboats to defend army
posts are distressing, because so earnest and so much beyond my means
to sujiply.

This important point (Xewport News), upon the preservation of which
the public interests in this quarter, the seat of Government, and even
the commuuicntions of the Army of the Potomac depend, is weakened
in its movable force to assist the army in its occupation of its many
detached and assailable ])ositions in the Sounds and here ; but I will
write you a brief ofQcial letter on this subject.
As I have before proi)osed to you, these detached and weak positions

should be abandoned and our forces concentrated, then we can attack
instead of being attacked in detail. This concentration cannot be ef-
lected as respects the naval force until it is done by the .army, as the
gunboats are required at the principal positions occupied by the armv.
Therefore the change depends upon you there and General Dix here.'
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Last spring we concentrated and defeated the enemy. Since then wfe
liave spread out and now the enemy is attacking us iu detail. If not too
hite, 1 suggest, as I did last fall when my views were communicated by
the Is avy to the War Department, razing all their works. Their works
are numerous iu this vicinity, tempting a struggle for rcoccupation and
giving them a great advantage if reoccupied. I have and shall make
every elibrt to cooperate with you.
The interest I feel in this great subject will be sufBcient to excuse the

freedom with which I communicate my views in reply to your private
letter of the 12th instant, which I partly answered on the 16th instant.

Heartily wishing you success, I am, very truly, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acig. Ecar-Admiral, Comdg. N'. Atlantic Bloclioding Squadron.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, April 17, 1SC3.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix:

General: I send you a copy of a sketch received this evening by
the Spaulding showing that the enemy has reoccupied his old earth-

works at Washington, If. 0. This experience sustains the views I have
heretofore presented for your consideration.

I have the honor to be, general, resi)ectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Neae, Coee Creek, N. C,
April 17, [1803]—1.45 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hoffman :

Colonel : I have received your dispatch of this date, and shall ob-

serve its contents. The enemy's pickets were driven in on the railroad

last night and at crossing of Dover road. They were driven from their

intrenchments after the forcing of the creek. We have 1 man killed

and 4 wounded and taken 4 prisoners. The position on the railroad

has no weakness save that it may be turned.

Respectfully, yours,
HENRY PRINCE,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Near Core Creek, N. C,
April 17, 1803—7.15 p. m.,

Lieutenant-Colonel Hoffman :

Colonel : We have entertained the enemy very much to-day; during

tlie entire day we have occupied his attention. My best information is

that besides Nethercutt's 300 men there is a regiment, the Thirty-third

rSixtv-thirdl North Carolina, at Wise's Cross-Roads; Ransom's brigade

a mile or so this side of Kinston. We have observed evidences of a

force on the railroad, 4 miles iu our front, and we have rumors of a

force at Sandy Ridge fortitiod We are enciimped on the cast side of

Core Cieek. holding the inilroad ciossiiig and (lie Dover (jrossuig with

pickets bevond (he creel;.

^""'^•^'"'^'
11 KNliV PRINCE.
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FoKT Monroe, Va., April 18, 1863.

(Received 1.30 p. in.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. BLalleck,
General-in- Chief

:

Your dispatch, by Lieutenant Beaumont, is received. I have long

been in favor of occupying the point referred to. Will write fully by

mail. May go to Suftblk to-day. It is closely invested. I was up to

the enemy's batteries on the Nansemoud yesterday. They have re-

opened the railroad from the Blackwater and are redoubling their

etforts. One gunboat was disabled yesterday.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-Oeneral.

Fort Monroe, Va., April 18, 1863—8 p. m.
(Eeceived 9.10 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haxleck,
General-in- Chief :

I have been all day in Suffolk. We have ascertained that the en-

em v's force is about 38,000. There are four divisions. The largest,

General Hood's, numbers 11,000. They have come for a campaign and
not for a raid or a diversion. Hill's force in North Carolina, numbering
22,000, was to have joined them. Longstreet, French, Pickett, Hood,
and Anderson are before Suffolk. I telegraphed General Peck yester-

day to prepare to act on the offensive, and went over to-day to confer

with him on the subject. He will attack a battery to-night, and if he
succeeds he will attack one of the enemy's divisions to-morrow in force.

1 will write you in full in a day or two in regard to this department and
the views contained in your letter.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oeneral.

Fort Monroe, Va., April 18, 1863.

(Eeceived 11.60 p. m.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. Haxleck,

General-in-Chief

:

Dispatches from General Foster state that General Hill has abandoned
Washington. I have no doubt it is to carry out the plan of recapturing
Suffolk and Norfolk. Our information, from a variety of sources, shows
that this is the settled purpose of the enemy, and I am satisfied that
nothing but a vigorous and successful movement on the part of General
Hoolcer can prevent the intended co-operation of Hill and Longstreet,
with 60,000 men, on the Nansemond.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 18, 1863.
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,

General-in- Chief :

General Longstreet has been made a lieutenant-general. Major-Gen-
eral French has joined him, and is iu command of Southeast Virginia.
His chief engineer was taken yesterday laying out works. No change
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in tiie enemy's position, so far as can be ascertained. He is still press-
ing my right, and hopes to first destroy the gunboats and then cross
under his batteries. He will not succeed.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

FoET Monroe, April 18, 1SG3.
Major-General Peck :

I sent a 12-pounder. I expect carriages from Washington to-day and
will send you some Parrotts. I have asked General Halleck for some
cavalry.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April IS, 18C3.

Major-General Dix:
The capture of Major-General French's engineer indicates some con-

nection with North Carolina. General French ranks many of these
ofiicers, and would hardly come without a command. What is the
latest from North Carolina ?

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 18, 1863.

Major-General Dix:
We are as yesterday. The enemy is pressing on the river. Made

several attacks on the Edenton road last night. Eichmond Sentinel

of IGth says

:

Longstreet cannot fail. He is a great general, and has all the means for great suc-

cess. Suffolk is to fall.

We shall see.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 18, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

We still hold the line of the Nausemond. During yesterday General

Getty and the naval ofiBcers reported great activity on the part of the

enemy in the lower part of the river, near West Branch; extensive

works were being erected and everything indicated a purpose to cross

under fire of their batteries. I re-enforced them to the extent of my
ability, and sent down hay for the protection of the boats. The naval

ofiBcers think one bridge is opposite Sleepy Hole, and works being

Greeted-

The enemy was felt of smartly on all the roads yesterday and found

in superior numbers at all points. Unless a diversion is made by Gen-

eral Hooker, or in some quarter, Longstreet will fortify a line and hold

it as long as he can. I wish you would head a force at Smithfield.

Hooker or Hunter should send you a corps.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.
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Suffolk, Va., April 18, 1863.

Admiral Lee, Ifewport Xews:

Men who liave come ni tlii.s evening say the rebels have eigbt iron

boats in tbe James River that will come down so as to threaten the

Nansemond, Norfolk, and other places. He will attack me to-morrow

early, and will attempt to carry the line of the river. I hope yon will

be able to send nie sufficient light boats to hold it.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Micport Kcivs, Va., April iB, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Scvcntit Army Corps, Fortres-i Monroe:

Sir : I do not see the pro])riety of coutinning our small vessels in the

Upper Nausemoud, which is, above Western ISranch, a mere creek or

natural canal, and unfit for the operation of vessels, now that tbe enemy
is establishing his artillery and rifle-pits in such strength as to command
that communication.
The enemy is thus occupying in force tbe left bank of the Upper Nan-

semond with earthworks for his artillery and ritie-pits.

Our army, re-enforced since yesterday, may now oi)pose the enemy by
occupying iu like manner the right bank of that small stream. The
same number of guns we now have on the Uj^per Nansemond would be
better employed on shore.

I have directed Lieutenant Lamsou not to remain in the Upper Nan-
semond any longer than liis communications remain open, nor so long
as to risk his ability to rejoin Lieutenant Cu.shing iu the Lower Nanse-
mond. Lieutenant Cusbing rei)orts that the enemy are fortifying below
him.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acfg. Rear-Admiral, Cmndg. If. Atlantic .liloclcading Squadron.

Hdqks. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., April 18, 18G3—G.30 p. m.

General Foster:

General: Tbe following telegraphic dispatch has just been received:

Washingtox, D. C, April 18, 18G3.

Major-General Dix:

Please inform General Foster liy ilrst opportnnity that he must not expect re-en-
forcements at present, as none can be given to him. His part is simply a defensive
one.

H. W. HALLECK,
Gcncral-in-CMeJ'.

I am, very respectfully, yours,

JOHIf A. DIX,
Major-General.
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Near Core Creek, K C,
April 18, 18C3—G.30 p. ni.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hoffman:
Colonel : My troops hare been nearly all of them occupying posi-

tions in advance of Core Creek to-day, for the purpose of covering the
operation of destroying the bridge at tlie Neuse-road Crossing.

I this moment learn the operation is successful, the enemy's pickets
retiring at all quarters as our troops advance, we capturing but 4 cav-
alry soldiers, and orders have gone out to resume my position of last
night in all respects. "We have seen no indications of force to-day.

Very respectfully,

HENRY PEINCE.

I think they expect an advance on the railroad.

FoKT Monroe, Va., April 19, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Gcneral-in- Chief

:

The following dispatch is just received at 2.15 o'clock

:

Suffolk, Va., Jpril 19, 18G3.

Major-General Dix

:

Admiral Lee lias ordered tbo boats out of 1 lie river. This is fatal. It must be stop-

ped from Wasbingtou or elsewhere.
JOHN J. PECK,

ilajor-GeneraJ.

Major-General Dix has gone to the Nansemond and is expected back
at 5 p. m.

LOUIS H. PELOUZE.

Suffolk, Va., Ajn-il 10, 1803.

Admiral S. P. Lee, Newport INews :

The withdrawal of all the boats above West Branch of the Nanse-

mond at this crisis will be attended with great risk and may result in

the enemy crossing. It will require me to detach many more regi-

ments and guns, which I cannot afi'ord. Earnest and continued co-

operation of navy and army will beat General Longstrect in this cam-

paign, and I beg you to reconsider the proposition. Eor two or three

fvervl eood cover is afforded, and other works are being constructed.
^ ^ JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Fa., April I'J, 1803.

Major-General Peck,
Commanding at Siiffollc, Va.

:

Your telegraph is just received. Desire Lieutenant Lamson to await

further orders from me. Our light draughts are much needed else-

where West Branch Battery should be taken or silenced.

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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Hdqes. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Aemy Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., April 19, 18G3.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blocl:ading Squadron

:

ADMiEAi : I have just received your letter of the 18tli in regard to

the withdrawal of the gunboats from the Upper JSTansemond. I should
very much regret such a measure at this moment. I belie\'e there are
only three of your gunboats above the West Branch, and their i)resence
is indispensable, for although I have re-enforced General Peck there
are 7 miles of river to guard and we have not troops enough to protect
every part of it and prevent the enemy from crossing. I have two
armed quartermasters' boats—the West End and the Smith Briggs

—

above the West Branch, and with your gunboats the defense of this

part of the river is complete. We are establishing batteries, but for
want of heavy guns they are not yet in readiness Within the next
forty-eight hours I hope to have them prepared for efficient service.
General Peck telegraphs me that the withdrawal of the gunboats at
this time would be fatal.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Poet Moneoe, Va., April 19, 18C3.
Maj. Gen. H. W. Haileck,

General-in- Ch ief :

I have just returned from the Nansemond. Was on board of two of
the gunboats which were engaged in shelling the enemy's batteries.
One of the batteries was silenced this morning, but tlie enemy is very
active, and is casemating another with lieavy timber. He has come
here to staj-, if possible, and wiU spare no effort to regain possession of
the .Tames Eiver and the Nansemond.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Poet Moneoe, April 19, 1863.
Major-General Peck:

I sent you some Parrott guns last night; also over 100 artillerists.
The latter are a part of the garrison of Fort Monroe, and should be
sent back soon. I don't hear from you.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Poet Moneoe, April 19, 1863.
Major-General Peck:

Three batteries are here and will be with you to-morrow morning.
You will have three rifled 42-pounders the day after to-morrow. The
platforms will be made here.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.
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Suffolk, Ya., April 19, 18G3.
Major-General DiX:

General Getty, iu conjunction with Lieutenant Lamson's boats, has
just stormed the heavy battery at the West Branch, and after severe
fighting carried it. Captured six guns and 200 of the Forty-fourth Ala-
bama. Crossed in boats.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

FOET MONKOE, Ap7-il 19, 18C3.

Major-General Peck, Commanding, Suffolk

:

I have received your gratifying dispatch. General Getty and the
officers and men engaged in storming the battery have my warmest
thanks for their gallant conduct. It will be an example for the forces

under your command which cannot fail to give us the happiest results.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 19, 1863.

Major-General Drs:

I see notices from Admiral Lee of doings here, but nothing that I have
reported—the silencing of the ten-gun battery on Tuesday by the land

batteries and the skirmishing of Colonel Foster.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

FOET MoNKOE, April 19, ISGo.

Major-General Peck, Commanding, Suffolk:

I have regularly telegraphed all that has been done. I send a sum-

mary this evening to General Halleck, which I trust will appear and

show that the army has not been idle.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Headquaetees of the Aemy,
Washington, April 19, 1863. (Received 8.20 p. m.)

Major-General Heintzelman,
Commanding, etc. :

Geneeal : You will immediately prepare for embarkation, and send

to General Dix at Fort Monroe about 4,000 infantry, so as to make in

all sent to him about 10,000 men. General Meigs will give you trans-

portation as rapidly as possible.
^ ^ HALLECK,

General-in-Chief.

Headquaetees Eighteenth Aemy Coeps,
New Berne, N. C, April 19, 1863.

Major-General Halleck,
General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C:

Geneeal: By officers just in from Washington, N. C, I learn that

tbe epemy haye all gone from the vicinity of that place, Tbo places
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occupied by their batteries on the rivers are all now in possession of our

troops, who are able to hold them. There is now no difficulty in passing
into Washington with men and supplies.

General Foster left here yesterday with a force to march across the

country. General Foster informed you in a letter of the 16th instant

that he had directed Plymouth, Elizabeth City, and Winfieldto be evac-

uated, lie countermanded that order, too late, however, for Winfield;

that has been abandoned, but the trooi)s remain at the other places.

At Plymouth they are well fortified. Winfield is of little importance,
and I shall not reoccupy the place, but leave it for General Foster to

decide when he returns.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

I. K PALMEPv,
Brigadier- General.

Hdqes. Fiest Division, Eighteenth Akmy Coeps,
Ncio Berne, April 19, 1863.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Fostee,
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps

:

Geneeal : General Prince himself a few miles beyond Core Creek
and carrying out your instructions.

1 last night informed you of the arrival of the other regiments of
'General Heckman's brigade, and asking the disposition to be made of
them. General Halleck writes, in reply to my letter to him informing
liini of the state of affairs, that no re-enforcements can be spared to
co:ue here, and that " if any accident should occur to General Foster
you will bear in mind that operations in North Carolina should be
.strictly defensive, and the troops concentrated as much as possible.
Xcw'Eerne and Beaufort are the points of most importance."
Farquhar is here from Plymouth. He will wait here for a day or two

to see you. Winfield was abandoned before the order countermand-
ing arrived. I saw to-day a large steamer with supplies for Plymouth.
The Phoenix goes also with stores to Washington. I have written to
General Halleck a history of affairs that have transpired since you
wrote your last letter to him.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

I. N. PALMER,
Brigadier-General.

Neae Coee Ceeek, N. C,
April 19, 1863—10.24 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hoffman:

Colonel : I send by the train 4 prisoners, captured yesterday (with
their arms and horses) ; all privates. The information gathered from
these prisoners corroborates that I have already sent. The camp of
the 8ixty-third being at Wise's Cross-Koads and liansoin's brigade at
Kiiiston.

Kesnectfully, yours,

HENRY PRINCE,
Brigadier-General Volunteers.
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United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport Keics, Va., April 20, 1SG3—noon.

Major-Geueral Dix,
Comdff. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.:

SiE: A report from Lieutenant Cusliiug, dated at 8 a. in. to-day,
informs nic tljat the enemy has unmasked a new battery, conliiiuiiig-
some heavy pieces, by which and some infantry tlie Barney was sliarply
attacked yesterday. Supposing that the enemy is not in great lorce
on the left bank of the Nansemond, I respectfully suggest to you the
propriety of capturing this battery, as it commands the Lower I^anse-
mond and cannot be materially affected by the firing from the flotilla.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

S. P. LEE.
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comchj. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

Fort Moneoe, Va., April 20, 1803.

Major-General Peck, Suffollc, Va. :

The following just received from Admiral Lee, dated 2.40 p. m.

:

Lieutenant Gushing reports that the enemy is retreating as fast as possible, and
that the army, l)y a rajtid movement, may cut off one of their brigades.

S. P. LEE,
Admiral.

Eespectfully,

LOUIS n. PELOUZB,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

SUTTOLK, Va., Aijril 20, 1803.
General Dix

:

From all that can be gleaned Longstreet has asked for more troops.

Unless Lee wants them all he will get them. What is the total from
Hooker ?

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Ajnil 20, 18C3.

Major-Geueral Dix:
An examination shows that there is great suffering here for the neces-

saries of life. Traders must be allowed to bring flour, meat, and kin-

dred articles. They will buy. Report of the provost has just reached

loe—since your departure. Will you order a change 1

PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 20, 1803.

Major-General Dix

:

Major Strattou reports his visit to Elizabeth City. It had been aban-

doned on 18th, and the gunboats were shelling tlic banks as they moved
down the river. Country full of guerrillas.

Longstreet's pickets at Sandy Cross. We stormed the West Branch
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Battery just at dusk, and hold it now. One major, 1 captain, and 7

officers were taken, with 6 guns, and between 100 and 200 soldiers.

Eighty-ninth New York and Eighth Connecticut were the stormers.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Headqxjaetees,
Plymouth, K. G., April 20, 1863.

[Capt. J. A. JUDSON, A. A. G.:]

CAPTAIN : 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-

munication inclosing and returning a report sent from here. I have

reason to think another document has been forwarded m the same

manner from these headquarters ; if so, will you please return it that

the mistake may be rectified "? I will see that the error is not repeated

hereafter. In reporting the situation here I directed my adjutant to

call your attention to the necessity of our having supplies. That there

should be no delay the post commissary had previously made his re-

quisitions, which were approved and signed by me. He informs me
they were sent forward. The steamer Long Island arrived to-day at 3

p. m. with rations, ammunition, horses, &c. Eeceipts will be duly for-

warded to headquarters. Wtnfleld has been abandoned and the works
destroyed ; one company of the garrison is here; the other has gone to

New Berne, as I am informed, by orders from headquarters.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSIAH PICKETT,

Colonel, Commanding Post.

[Inclosure.l

Headquakters,
Plymouth, K C, April 18, 18C3.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Eighteenth Army Corps

:

In accordance with Special Orders, No. 114, received at noon yester-

day (17th), I made preparations to evacuate this post. I had made
arrangements to traus])ort the Forty-sixth Massachusetts Volnoteer
Militia, two sections of Lee's battery, and four detached companies,
under command of Major Bartholomew, Twenty-seventh Regiment Mas-
sachusetts Volunteers, upon the Colyer and some small schooners I

had taken possession of, and intended to hold the post with the Twenty-
fifth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers until the other transports
arrived. Lee's two sections were aboard the transport and the Forty-
sixth Regiment had struck their tents when the Massasoit arrived.

Everything has been disembarked and will be arranged as before.

I sent word to the post at Winfield and gave them orders to evacuate
the post, destroying block-houses, rifle-pits, &c. They had probably
done so long before the Massasoit arrived, and are now on their way to

Plymouth. I desire you to send meinstructions as to whether that post
is to be re-established.

We are almost entirely out of supplies, and must have a boat back
immediately with rations or the men will sufiTer.

Everything is in good order here. We have the fort nearly finished,

with one gun mounted and the rifle-pits completed, and can, if called

upon, make a good fight. What we most want now is commissary
stores, which I hope you will send at the earliest possible moment.

I have the honor to be, yours, ^c,
JOSIAH PICKETT,

Colonel, Cointmnding Post,
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[Indorsement.]

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
New Berne, N. C, April 19, 1863.

Eespectfully returned to Colonel Pickett. The signature attached is

evidently not his own. This same communication will be properly
signed and returned to this ofiQce.

By order of Brigadier-General Palmer commanding

:

J. A. JUDSON,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fourth Corps,
YorUown, April 20, 1863.

Major-General Dix,
Commanding Department of Virginia, Fort Monroe :

It is reported at Williamsburg that General Wise has been retired,

and that General Hood replaces him on this Peninsula with an addi
tional regiment of cavalry. If so, I need two more regiments of infantry
without delay and the replacement of the artillery sent from here to

Norfolk two nights ago. My men are overworked now.
The rebels are anxious about their MerrimacNo. 2; something seems

to have gone wrong with them in that matter. If anything could add
to the importance of holding the line of Fort Magruder it would be the

appearance of the Merrimac.
E. D. KEYES,

Major-General.

Suffolk, April 21, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

It gives pleasure to say that General Getty is safe on this side with

all the material of war and without loss. The prisoners were sent last

night, and attempted to escape by uncoupling the cars, but did not suc-

ceed. I shall send out at once on the Swamp or E. road and assail

Lougstreet's right flank cautiously.
PECK,

Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 21, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

General Halleck seemed well pleased with affairs here, and I am very

glad he made a visit. I hope you arrived all safe.

Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 21, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

General Getty thinks the enemy has not fallen back. He thought so

at one time yesterday. All over safe. Fires at night have not dimin-

^^^^^- JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

41 R R

—

vol XVIII
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[Fortress Monroe,] April 21, [1863.]

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron :

I returned from Suffolk late last eveniDg. Lieutenant Lamson hav-

ing informed General Peek that you had ordered him to leave the Upper
Nansemoud with his gunboats, General Getty was directed to abandon
the left bank, where we had captured one of the enemy's batteries, and
bring away the guns. This has been done. When I left last evening

the enemy was investing Suflblk as closely ns ever, and there were no

signs of his retiring. I regret exceedingly the withdrawal of the gun-

boats. If, as we have reason to believe, the enemy is very strong it will

be difacult without their aid to prevent his crossing. We shall do the

best we can with the two boats armed by my orders and manned by our

troops.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport Neivs, Va., April 21, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dis, U. S. A.,

Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

Generai, : I am surprised by the statement in your dispatch of this

date, just received, that the captured battery on the left bank had been
abandoned because "Lieutenant Lamson bad informed General Peck
that you (I) had ordered him to leave the Upper Nansemond with his

gunboats."
I inclose a copy of Lieutenant Lamson's report, showing that this is

a mistake.
My letter of yesterday's date to General Peck (a copy of which is

inclosed), written last night (but not sent to or forwarded by Lieutenant
Lamson until this morning, after the battery was evacuated), affords

no justification for the previous abandonment of the captured bat-

tery, which commanded the communications. As long as it was held
our boats could pass above or below as it might be necessary. The re-

sponsibility of abandoning this position rests on other shoulders than
mine. You must see that the representation you make does me injus-

tice, and is not sustained by the facts of the case.

1 have the honor to be, respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Iiiclo3ures.]

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Newport News, Va., April 21, 1863.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron :

Sir : I have seen with much surprise the telegram of General Dix to

yourself, in which he says that "Lieutenant Lamson having informed
General Peck that you had ordered him (me) to leave the Upper Nanse-
mond with the gunboats. General Getty was directed to abandon the left

bank, where he had captured one of the enemy's batteries."

General Dix is laboring under a great mistake, for just the reverse of

what he says is true. After the capture of the battery I received or-



Chap. XXX.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 643

ders from you to remain in the Upper Nansemond witli the flotilla
under my command, and so informed General Getty. I did not com-
municate with General Peck on the subject, but your order to me to
remain was forwarded through him.
The only written orders I received from you on the subject were

dated on the 18th and 20th instant ; that of the 18th in these words :

" You wdl not remain in the river (¥pper Nansemond) anv longer than
your communications remain open, so that you can return and rejoin
Lieutenant Gushing ; not so long as to risk your ability to return."
On the 20th you repeated the same instructions.
When the first of the above orders was received it was already so

dangerous to pass the rebel battery that I should not have attempted
it unless I had been forced to do so, or had received positive orders,
and Generals Peck and Getty had both agreed to put in execution a
plan that I had proposed for capturing the battery, and which after
two miscarriages on the part of the army was successfully accomplished.
On the 19th instant Fleet-Captain Crosby came up with discretionary

orders, dated the 18th instant, in regard to the gunboats remaining in
the upper river. That evening the battery was captured, and General
Getty said he would move over troops and hold it if Captain Crosby
would direct the gunboats to remain, which he did. That evening I
received a telegram from you, through General Peck, directing me to
remain on the upper river till further orders.
The next morning about 12 m. General Getty showed me his orders

from General Peck to withdraw from the captured point, and later in
the day an order to withdraw before night. I had received no orders
from you which required me to withdraw from the Upper Nansemond,
and so told General Getty, and earnestly expressed to him my entire
disapprobation of the abandoning of the captured point. I told him
repeatedly that I would remain iu the Upper Nansemond as long as he
held the point, but that if he evacuated it I should be obliged to go
below it. My communications were perfectly safe as long as he held
this key to the river. The position was an exceedingly strong one, and
General Getty had crossed more than 1,000 men and had defended the
rear by several lines of rifle-pits.

There was nothing in your instructions to me or in my communica-
tions to Generals Peck or Getty that rendered it necessary for them to

abandon the work, but their movement made it absolutely necessary

for me to move below.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. H. LAMSON,
Lieutenant, U. 8. Navy, Commanding Flotilla.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, Va., April 20, 1803.

[Major-General Peck:]

Geneeal: By dispatch received to-day from Lieutenant Lamson I

am informed that the captured rebel battpry at West Branch will be

abandoned to-night. I hope that this work and all others on the left bank
of the Nansemond will be completely razed, and not left to invite reoc-

cupation and allow the enemy to annoy us and cut ofi" our communica-

tions. If Suffolk is to be held I hope the present opportunity will be

improved to construct such works on the right bank of the Upper Nan-

semond as its proper defense requires.
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Our little gunboats, so much called for and relied on by the army, are
not a suitable defense for that stream, and their services are really nec-
essary elsewhere.

I have the honor to be, general, yours, respectfully,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Gomdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

•

[Indorsement.]

This was written last night and sent into the Nansemond under cover
to Lieutenant Lamson this morning (2l8t) and forwarded to him. The
battery was abandoned last night against the urgent remonstrances of
Lieutenant Lamson.

L.

Suffolk, Va., April 21, 1863.
Major-General Hookee,

Army of the Potomac

:

General Halleck has just left my headquarters. General Longstreet
is here, waiting Hill or other troops. I hold everything yet. How do
you get along ?

JOHN- J. PECK,
Major-Oeneral.

APRIL 21, 1863—10 p. m.
Major-General Peck, Suffolk, Va.:

Am glad to hear good tidings from you. Tou must be patient with
me. I must play with these devils before I can spring. Remember
that my army is at the bottom of a well and the enemy holds the top.

JOSEPH HOOKEE,
Major- General, Commanding.

General Orders, ) Hdqes. Eighteenth Army Corps,
No. 60. I New Berne, April 21, 1863.

The fort recently constructed at Plymouth, N. C, will be called Fort
Williams, after Brig. Gen. Thomas Williams, killed in action at Baton
Eouge, La., August 5, 1862, who was the first general ofiBcer command-
ing in this department.
By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster:

[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,]
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Suffolk, Va., April 22, 1863.
Major-General Dix

:

Everything is as yesterday. Since Hooker has not moved it will be
requisite for the greatest caution here. There are reports that the
rebels are sending troops north from Charleston. Stratton finds Long-
street's pickets on turnpike 10 miles this side of Sandy Cross and at
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Hinton's Toll-Gate. He burned 7,000 busliels corn going to rebel army
knows that a rebel brigade or more is to occupy or move through Eliz-
abeth City.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., April 22, 1863.

Actg. Eear-Admiral Lee,
Commanding Worth Atlantic Blockading Squadron :

Admirai. : I received at midnight your letter of yesterday in regard
to the battery captured at the mouth of the West Branch of the Nanse-
mond Eiver, inclosing one from Lieutenant Lamson, and cheerfully ac-
cept them as an explanation of the withdrawal of the gunboats. I
supposed the order to withdraw them was absolute, and the impression
was confirmed by your former dispatches, in which you said I " must
not rely upon these frail and open ferry-boats and river steamers, which
you (I) call gunboats, to keep the rebels from crossing the Upper Nanse-
mond, which is long, narrow, and crooked, a mere creek, a natural
canal, and unfit for the operations of vessels, now that the enemy is
establishing his artillery and rifle-pits in such strength as to command
that communication," and for this reason you said yon did not see the
propriety of continuing them there. From these and other expres-
sions of the same character I supposed their withdrawal was definitely
settled, although I had opposed it with all proper earnestness. My
two armed steamers are to remain there. I know that there is danger
that they will be fired into, injured, perhaps crippled; but this hazard
must be incurred to prevent the rebels from crossing. Yours will be
exposed to no more danger than mine. The position of the captured
battery, though a commanding one, gives us no security against the
crossing of the enemy except at that point. It would have been no
obstacle to his crossing 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 miles above, and the troops we
must have kept there to hold it would have been much more useful on
the right bank of the river as a movable force to oppose him whenever
he should have made an atteraptto cross. Besides, its occupation would
not have removed your objections to the employment of your gunboats
in the narrow channel above. What we want is to have two or three

gunboats moving up and down the Upper Nansemond for several miles

to watch the enemy's movements and to aid in destroying his pontoon
bridge if he should attempt to throw one across the river.

I have not time to enter into explanations, but if you will give to

Lieutenants Lamson and Cushing (who have displayed so much gal-

lantry) discretionary power, so that they may go up the Upper Nanse-
mond when they think it safe, and permit them to act in conjunction

with General Getty, who is charged with the defense of the right bank
of the river, I feel confident we can defeat the enemy's purpose, and
should he establish batteries below your gunboats I have no doubt they

will be able to pass them without loss.

I know you will be happy to hear that the fleet above Vicksburg has

passed that stronghold, as General Halleck informed me yesterday,

without the loss of a single armed vessel, and I really think that your

apprehensions in regard to your gunboats should be lessened when you

consider that as yet not one of them has been permanently disabled.

I am, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.
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Hdqes. First Ditision, Eighteenth Army Corps,
New Berne, N. C, April 22, 1863.

Lieut. Col. SotJTHAED Hoffman,
A. A. G., Eighteenth Army Corps, Neic Berne, N. 0.

:

Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of communication
from the commanding general of this department of the 21st instant,

and in reply to the interrogatory

—

Why was not a large force sent to General Prince, in the Pamlico River, as ordered

in my letter of April 1, 1863, and why was not greater alacrity displayed in getting

troops to General Prince ?

—

I have the honor to state that immediately on the receipt of the above
instrnctions all the troops that could be possibly transported by the

vessels then disposable in this harbor were put in readiness to leave to

join General Prince. At that time a gale of wind was prevailing which
had blown the water out of the river to such a degree that it was
almost impossible for vessels to move around the harbor. The steamer
Colyer, loaded with troops, was lying aground between this place and
Washington, and the steamer Escort got fast aground in coming up to

the dock here. However, four regiments were on board of vessels or

about embarking here to join General Prince when the letter of the
commanding general of April 5 was received. This letter notified me
that he had changed his plans, and that two regiments were to be left

at the blockade to be sent through, if possible, to Washington, by the
way of the river, and that all the remaining force was to return to this

place with General Prince, who was directed to take then all the avail-

able force from here and march across the country to Washington. It
was my intention to obey the order or suggestion of the commanding
general and to send to General Prince at least 5,000 men. The elements
prevented this. There was no unnecessary delay ou the part of any
one. While waiting for the water in the river to rise I remained up
nearly all night and visited the wharf twice after midnight, and while
the troops were waiting to sail. Therefore I cannot see that there was
a want of alacrity displayed in getting troops to General Prince.
In reply to the second interrogatory

—

When my plan was changed, and orders were sent in my letter of April 5 to march
across the country to raise the siege of Washington, why did you notgo in command 1—
I will respectfully state that in the letter referred to, of April, 5 the
commanding general says

:

I have therefore ordered General Prince to send me two regiments, with a plentiful
supply of ammunition for the heavy guns, then to return to New Berne, and with all
the fighting force that can possibly be spared march across the country to Washington.

General Prince returned to this place on the 6th, followed by all the
troops on the 7th, as the naval ofQcer in command at the blockade said
it was impossible to get any troops through by way of the river. Ou
the 8th all the available force was in readiness to move. Only (about)
3,000 effective men were retained here. The movement of the troops
across the river was carried on all through the night of the 7th and 8th.
General Prince was notified on the morning of the 8th that the troops
were ready, but he reported himself unable to start with them. One
of his aides. Lieutenant Ordway, came to my headquarters to ask for
a boat to be placed at the disposition of General Prince, who he said
would follow the command. The steamer Allison was ordered to be
placed at his disposition immediately.

I proceeded across the river, informed General Spinola of the state
of affairs, and remained there until the whole command had started.
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Immediately on my return I saw General Prince's aide, Lieutenant
Ordway, who gave me to understand that General Prince had made
every preparation to follow the command. I was told that an ambu-
lance with his baggage was at his door. I then believed that he was
going immediately.

I think it proper for me to state here that even bad I known that
General Prince was not going to join the command I should not then
have gone myself, for I had determined in my own mind that General
Foster needed only men and supplies of provisions and ammunition,
and I felt assured that I could get them to him by the way of the
river while the demonstration was being made by land. I had deter-

mined that if any ofiicer should arrive to take command of New Berne
I would take a steamer loaded with men and supplies and go to the
blockade and see them through. General Wessells arrived here on the

9th and I left with the Escort on the next day. The delay in getting
this steamer through the blockade was by no means unavoidable, but
it was a delay for which I was in no way responsible. Three times the
steamer was ready to move and she was sto])ped. The first time on the
evening of my arrival at the blockade by the refusal of Lieutenant-Com-
mander McCann (the senior naval officer there) to assist, at night ; the

second time, on the next morning, by the fog, which was so dense on the

river that nothing could be seen at the proposed hour of starting ; and
the third time, the next night, by the mist and rain, that prevented any
movement on the river.

The safe arrival eventually of the steamer at Washington accom-

plished, I was satisfied, more than could have been attained in any other

way, and I was satisfied that my judgment was correct and that 1 had
acted wisely in the matter.

With regard to the third interrogatory

—

Was the question ever raised in any consultation or council of commanding officers

as to my authority to give orders for movement of troops ; if so, vrben, by -whom, and
under what circumstances?

—

I will state that I never presumed to call any "council or consultation

of officers" to discuss plain orders sent to me by the commanding gen-

eral. His orders issued from Washington were just as much obeyed

and respected by me as they would have been had they been issued from

this place.

It is true, however, that I was an unwilling listener to several private

conversations in which the "propriety" of sending too many troops

away from this place, or the "policy" of abandoning everything to the

saving of Washington, was spoken of, and doubts expressed as to who

under the circumstances was in command of the department. I took no

part in any such discussions any more than to inform every person that

the orders of the commanding general would be obeyed, even if they

were to abandon New Berne and everything in it.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
'

' "^ L N. PALMER,
Brigadier- General.

Headqttaetees Eighteenth Aemt Corps,
New ierne, N. C, April 22, 1863.

Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron:

ADMIRAL : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter

of the 17th, on the subject of the occupation by our troops of too many
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posts, recommeDding that these posts be abandoned for the purpose of
concentration. This letter has unfortunately been mislaid, and so I can
only answer the general tenor of the letter, confining myself to the rea-

sons for the occupation of the posts and for continuing to hold them.
In regard to Fort Macou and the adjoining posts of Morehead City

and Eeaufort, there can, 1 think, be no question as to the necessity of

holding them ; likewise the forts at Hatteras, which hold the entrance
to the Sounds; also Roanoke Island, which controls the navigation of
Albemarle Sound. Then there only remain the towns of New Berne,
Washington, and Plymouth. The former was occupied March 4, 1862,

and has since been fortified and is held as a depot for supplies and as a
basis for operations, possessing as it does the advantages of two lines

of communication, one by railroad to Beaufort Harbor and one by the
river to the Sounds.
The history of the occupation of Washington and Plymouth is that

they were first held by gunboats lying opposite the towns. Afterward
a picket guard of one company was sent to each place, as a picket guard
for the gunboats on shore. This guard was afterward increased as
demanded by circumstances and the necessities of service. Finally the
importance of occupying the posts permanently was seen and recog-
nized, and works were erected for this purpose. Some of the reasons
which led to this determination were as follows

:

1st. By not occupying these points—New Berne, Washington, and
Plymouth—we permit their occupation by the enemy and their use by
them as yards and arsenals in which to prepare rams and gunboats to
operate against our gunboats in the Sounds.

2d. To permit egress of any lighter-draught gunboat that may be
built in the rivers above; and, in fine, gives our gunboats the control of
those rivers for ofi'ensive operations by water.

3d. These towns afl'ord excellent landing places, at which our forces
could be quickly and safely concentrated for offensive operations by
land, having the towns as bases. This advantage is the more sensibly
felt when any one town is besieged.

4th. These three strategical points retain within their power all the
counties to the east of them, which is a matter of some importance, as
they are the most fertile in corn, «&;c., of any in the State, and are so
considered by the Confederate Government, as shown by the efforts of
General Hill to repossess them.

In conclusion, I am strongly of the opinion that as long as I am strong
enough to hold these points I should do so, and further think that if the
exigency should compel me to abandon either that it would be a lost
advantage, inasmuch as by holding the three I can operate more effect-
ively with force than I could with the same force concentrated
at one or two of them, and the others held by the enemy.
In a naval point of view I of course yield and defer to your judg-

ment, but it is my conviction that were either of these points held by
the enemy, a larger, not a smaller, naval force would be necessary to
hold the Sounds, irrespective of river navigation and the convoying of
vessels.

These views are sent to you in, I assure you, the most friendly spirit,
and in accordance with the harmony which has always existed between
our two arms of the service, and merely that by exchanging ideas the
result most to the interests of the service may be arrived at.

I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, vour obedient
servant,

J. G. FOSTEE,
Major- General, Commanding,
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Hdqrs. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., April 23, 3863.

General H. W. Haxleck,
Generalin- Chief:

General : In my telegraphic dispatch of the 18th I said that I had
been long m favor of occupying West Point. I should have taken pos-
session of }t if 1 had been able to spare 5,000 men, the smallest number
requisite to make the occupation secure. My object was to cut off
Gloucester and Matthews Counties as sources of supply to the insur-
gents, and to break up the system of contraband trade across those
counties, and from the Piankatank Eiver and the mouth of the liap-
pahannock. In your letter of the 17th instant you suggest the occu-
pation of that position as a base for a movement in support of General
Hooker, who I suppose is to move on Eichmond from Fredericksburg.
I have no doubt that it would be advisable if I could have a sufQcient
force. The White House would be a still better position, as it is 20
miles nearer the enemy's flank, but portions of the Pamunkey Eiver are
narrow, and the water communications might be interrupted or made
insecure by batteries planted on its banks. Should the enemy with-
draw from Suffolk I will occupy West Point with all the force I can
spare.

I agree with you that a movement on Weldon would be hazardous,
and it would be of little advantage unless we could go there in sufft-

cient force to hold it. The destruction of the railroad bridge at Golds-
borough, which cost us many lives, only interrupted the communication
for about thirty days, a temporary inconvenience but not a serious dis-
aster to the enemy. Our great error has been in occupying too many
positions. There was an excuse for scattering our forces while there
was reason to believe that the people of the South would rally around
them as nucleus for the restoration of the Union. This hope is now gone,
and as our only chance of success is by overpowering them by prepon-
derance of force or wearing them out by cutting off' their commerce with
foreign countries, all interior positions, unless they have some special
importance, should be abandoned.
In this department no useless positions are occupied. There are but

two points of great importance—Fort Monroe and Norfolk—the former
as a military position commanding the Chesapeake Bay and the rivers

that enter into it, and the latter as a naval station for the repair of
our gunboats and transports, which would otherwise be obliged to go
to Baltimore or Washington on the occurrence of any ordiflary casualty.

Suffolk was occupied partly to cover Norfolk and partly in pursuance
of the purpose, already referred to, of affording to the people a rallying

point for the restoration of the Union. In the latter respect it has
failed, and in view of the former there is a better position—the line of

the Deep Creek and the West Branch of Elizabeth Eiver—more defensi-

ble, and from which an army could retire on Norfolk with ease and
safety. I am preparing to fortify it. Suffolk is weak from the long
and narrow channel of the Nansemond, running 7 miles to the rear, with

an average width of less than 100 yards. It requires a large force and
incessant vigilance to prevent the enemy from crossing and cutting off

our communications with Norfolk. But as it would be impossible to

fall back on that city in the face of a superior force it must be held at

all hazards.
Torktown is occupied to keep the enemy at a distance from this post.

He would not be likely to pass it while held by us. If it were aban-
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doned be would push his forces down to Bethel or Hampton and shut

us up in the fort. Williamsburg is only held as a picket station of

Yorktown, to prevent the enemy from approaching the latter and har-

assing us in our intrenchments with rifled cannon and small-arms of

long range. The troops in the vicinity of Williamsburg have orders to

fall back on Torktown if menaced by superior numbers.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General,

SUPFOLK, April 23, 1863.

Major-General Dis:
As you well know, I have for many months performed more duties

than is incident to any one army corps in the service. Now I am per-

forming more than the commanders of two corps in the Army of the
Potomac. I cannot do so longer in a proper manner without the rank
and staff machinery. Please act upon this matter with the Secretary.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 23, 1863.
Major-General DiX:
Yesterday was devoted to exploration in the Dismal Swamp. The

impression was strong that, not succeeding in crossing the river, Long-
street was cutting a road through from the Edenton road. Duke states
there is a ridge by which they can get through to the railway. A party
is out now. In consequence of this and of the rain that demonstration
was delayed. It is reported that their cars have been heard. Not sat-
isfied of its correctness.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, April 23, 1863.
Major-General Dix:

Affairs stand as yesterday. I am employing all possible means to
strengthen the river line. The boats of the Navy are below the Branch.
Have sent troops into the swamp along the canal to watch the left flank.
Major Stratton says the people report a force of 3,000 or 4,000 on this
side the Chowan, drawing supplies from that section. He sent Mr.
Hinton, of Hintonsville, in as a prisoner, a man of means and influence.
Mr. Hinton says there is a force there, and that nineteen wagons with
cavalry were up after forage. He says they are Hill's.

PECK,
2Iajor- General.

Off Newport News, April 23, 1863—8 a. m.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Kavy :

Lieutenant Cushing reports that yesterday afternoon with 90 men and
a howitzer he went to the village of Chuckatuck, where a large cavalry
force was reported to be. Encountered 40 cavalry in the village; de-
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featedthem; killed 2 and captured 3 of their horses, fully equipped.He lost 1 man killed. He thinks that his reconnaissance shows that
the enemy are not in strong force near Suffolk.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Eear-Admiral,

Unitkd States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Neicport Netcs, Va., April 23, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,
Gomdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

General: I respectfully inform you that the proclamation of the
President ot the United States, dated March 31,* and the accompanying
order of the Secretaries of Wart and Navy of the same date, regarding
commercial intercourse with inhabitants of the insurrectionary regions,
^hich I understand as superseding the order of the President, dated
jSovember 12, 1862,| in reference to vessels and merchandise entering
and departing from the port of Norfolk, have been communicated this
day to the guard vessels for their guidance.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE.
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Gomdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, Va., April 23, 1803.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dis, U. 8. A.,
Gomdg. Seventh Army Gorps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

General: I send herewith 4 negroes, who went on board the Mount
Washington in the Nansemond on the 15th instant, representing that
they were free negroes, and that there was no enemy in sight ; but
scarcely a minute had elapsed when the Mount Washington was at-

tacked and a long and severe engagement followed. I respectfully re-

quest that you will make such disposition of them as may seem proper
under the circumstances of the case.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, vours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Bear-Admiral, Gomdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

FOET MONEOE, April 23, 1863.

Major-General Keyes,
Gommanding, YorMown

:

T have been every day since you were here to the Nansemond or to

Suffolk. We cannot get more troops for you at present. I do not feel

easy about our force at Fort Magruder. It would not be difficult to

cut it off. If we remain there we must hold Williamsburg with our
pickets Please send the correspondence with Dr. Wager, late in

charge of the asylum. I may write General Wise. If we get rid of the

enemy at Suffolk I shall strengthen you for active work.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-Oeneral.

• See p. 57-4. t See General Orders, No. 88, April 3. p. 580. t See p. 452.
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Headquarters Foiteth Corps,
YorUown, April 23, 1863.

Major-General Dix,
Commanding Department of Virginia, Fort Monroe

:

Your telegram just received. We have had time to make such ar-

rangements on the line of Fort Magrnder as to be secure against surprise.

We occupy seven redoubts in addition to that fort, and our troops say
they can and will hold the line against any force the enemy can bring
against Chem. They foiled Wise and are in high spirits. I can now-

held my ground without re-enforcements, but more troops are needed
to ease the great labors of those with me. We have a strong picket

line above the forts, with cavalry vedettes close up to the town. If the

enemy attacks we can damage him three or four times more than he can
damage us.

I will send the only letter received from Dr. Wager since the attack,

by mail.
E. D. KEYES,

Major- General.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Eighteenth Army Corps,
No. 62. i New Berne, April 23, 1863.

In order that a more constant supervision may exist at the various
posts in this department, the following districts are hereby established,

and will be commanded as follows :

I. The first will be known as the District of the Neuse.
This district will embrace that portion of the department lying be-

yond the outside limits of the post of New Berne, the railroad and all

stations pertaining thereto, Morehead City, Carolina City, Beaufort, and
Fort Macon, and will be commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry M. Naglee,
whose headquarters will be at Beaufort, N. C.

II. The second will be known as the District of the Albemarle.
This district will include the posts of Plymouth and Eoanoke Island

and such other posts as may be hereafter established within the limits
of the district, and will be commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry W. Wes-
sells, whose headquarters will be at Plymouth, N. C.

III. The third will be known as the District of the Pamlico.
This district will include the posts of Washington and Hatteras Inlet

and such other posts as may be hereafter established within the limits
of the district, and will be commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry Prince,
whose headquarters will be at Washington, N. C.
By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster :

[SOUTHAED HOFFx^IAN,]
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Suffolk, Va., April 24, 1863.
Major-General Dix

:

Major Stratton reports the Third Georgia Infantry in that quarter,
and expects it will attempt to cut him off, but feels confident of defeat-
ing the purpose.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.
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Suffolk, Va., April 24, 1863.
JVIajor-General Dix:

It is very muddy and much water on the ground, but I think it ad-
visable to make a demonstration on the swamp flank. Shall be very
glad to see you. Ifyou come let me know the hour of leaving.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Suffolk, Va., April 24, 1863.
Major-General Dix:

Six prisoners were taken this afternoon. They state no troops have
left. A rumor was in circulation that troops were coming to both
armies from Fredericksburg. Supplies come to them from Franklin,
They say General French is much censured for losing the artillery.
Hear nothing of troops leaving. Waiting to strike us outside.

General Getty just reports that the enemy are erecting works at new
points on the river.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 24, 1863.
Major-General Hookee,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac :

Eichmond papers state that Longstreet has been re-enforced. They
are despondent about his campaign. This afternoon I made a demon-
stration on his right, resting on the Bdenton road. Thus far my opera-
tions have been successful.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Halleck.)

FoET MoNEOE, Va., April 24, 1863—9.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief :

I went to Suffolk this morning and returned this evening. General
Corcoran was sent with a strong force at 1 o'clock. General Peck,
whose excellent arrangements I cannot too highly commend, just sent

the following dispatch

:

Suffolk, Va., April 24, 1863.

Major-General Dix

:

We made a successful demonstration on Longstreet's riglit flank in a heavy rain.

The enemy was routed out of all his advance rifle-pits and driven bacli to his main de-

fenses at Darden's Mill Dam in a very handsome manner, where several batteries are

posted, and it is thought that a large force is massed between the Edenton and Som-
erton roads. Our loss was only 35, and the object of the movement was fully at-

tained. Corcoran, Foster, and Spear were out. The bayonet was used with cifect.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.
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Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Armt Corps,
Fort Monroe, Fa., April 25, 18C3.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Xorth Atlantic Blockading Squadron :

ADinEAi : I received in New York City your letter of the 9th instant,

advising me that the Navy Department, under date of April 8, declines

to authorize certain articles for the Smith Briggs to be furnished from
the Navy supplies, &c. ; also that you are directed hereafter to refer

my requisitions for ordnance for gunboats to the Navy Department, to

enable it to inquire of the War Department if such requisitions are

authorized or sanctioned by it.

The difficulty of procuring from the Navy gunboats of light draught
decided me some months ago to arm one or two quartermasters' boats
for the defense of the Upper Nansemond. The propriety of the meas-
ure is vindicated by the existing condition of things there, your gun-
boats being withdrawn and the Smith Briggs, one of the boats armed
by me, being one of our chief supports at Suffolk. These boats were
armed by me by virtue of my general authority, as commanding officer

of the department, to do whatever is essential for tbe safety of my com-
mand in the face of the enemy. I did not hesitate, therefore, without
any special authority from the War Department, to ask yon for certain
articles required for the boats referred to, not doubting that you would
promptly respond, as you always have done, to any requisition for co-

operation in maintaining the authority of the Government against the
common enemy. In the same spirit our tugs, our army wagons, our
ammunition, and whatever else you needed have always been placed at
your disposal without inquiring into your authority to ask for them.
Though the Navy Department has decided to respond to no more

requisitions from me, as commander of the department, for ordnance for
the gunboats, whatever may be the urgency of the case, without inquir-
ing whether they are authorized orsanctioned by the War Department,
I beg to say that in reference to you, as commanding officer of the
blockading squadron, I shall act on a totally difierent principle, and
that any material of war of any sort uuder my control which you may
need in the discharge of your responsible duties will be most cheerfully
furnished on your requisition without stopping to inquire whether they
are authorized or approved by the Navy Department.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

31ajor- General.

Suffolk, Ya., April 25, 18G3.
Major-General DiX:
The enemy clearly meditated a crossing last night between Jericho

Creek and Fort Conn. There was great activity on his part. He was
shelled from Fort Onondaga and the vigilance of the troops defeated
his intentions.

Have re-enforced Major Strattou, who is fearful of being cut off.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Suffolk, Va., April 25, 1863.
General Egbert L. Viele :

Major Bovey will report to you. Longstreet is still at work. He cut
a road down to the river last night and fully intended to cross. Our
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batteries command the road. "We made a successful demonstration on
Lis right flank yesterday, driving in all his advanced parties from their
nfle-pits, nearly three-quarters of a mile, to their main line at Darden's
Mill Dam.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-Oeneral.

' Suffolk, April 25, 18G3—4.30 p. m.
Major-General Dix:

Several regiments are here whose terms expire in a few days. What
shall 1 do with them'?
Two deserters state clearly that General Garnett's brigade has joined

within three days from North Carolina; also that troops are expected
from Fredericksburg.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Fort Monroe, April 25, 1863.
Major-General Pegs:,

Commanding, Suffolk:

On Tuesday two heavy guns, drawn each by 10 horses, passed down
the Blackwater on the way to Suffolk.

JOHN A. DIX,
2Iajor- General.

Suffolk, Va., April 25, 1863.
Major-General Dix:

It only goes to show that they have no idea of leaving. The impres-
sion is that new troops are arriving. One brigade is certainly here from
North Carolina. Several bands of music were playing last evening on
the high ground. When will the other 10-pounder Parrotts be up?
We need more in the field-works in order to release the horse batteries.

Not less than twenty pieces are requisite for General Getty's line, which
reduces our stock.

JOHN J. PECK
Major-General.

[April, 25, 1863.]

General Hooker:
One brigade has just joined Longstreet from Carolina. He is bring-

ing verv heavy artillery. He means to take his time.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Bept. of North Carolina, New Berne, April 25, 18S3.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Commanding-Department of Virginia :

My Dear General : I have received your letter of the 24th, and in

accordance with your request am now starting as strong force as I can
spare to make an attack on D. H. Hill, at Kinston.
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I shall continue this demonstration for four or five days, and if in

the mean time you do not defeat Longstreet I will make a new demon-
stration in another direction.

Please keep me constantly advised of what you wish, and I will aid

you to the extent of my power. If I only had my troops back from
South Carolina I should be able to make such an attack up the Eoaa-
oke Eiver as would make Longstreet retire or leave Weldon. I was
half tempted to run up to Suffolk and look at your defenses. If they
are properly constructed and well laid out General Peck ought to be
able to hold out against five times his number. At Washington we were
unassailable (after the first day) with ten times our number around us.

Our outposts taunted the rebels with the inquiry why they did not
come in and take Little Washington.
Egotism apart, however, every line of defenses should have at about

800 yards (dependent upon the natural features of the ground) a self-

sustaining work, perfectly inclosed, which cannot be taken even if the
enemy penetrated the lines on the right or left. These works should be
able to fire even to the rear. Each of these works should be mounted
with heavy guns (long 32-pounders, firing shell, are very good) and
completely manned. The garrisons should be instructed to hold their

works to the last extremity, and made to feel their entire independence
of any mishaps to other portions of the line.

These works should be of a strong profile, with a wide and deep ditch
without, and a palisade in the middle of the ditch or a good abatis
in front of it. Between these works should extend a line of infantry
intrenchments, with a good ditch and parapet flanked by the fires of the
strong works.

If there be time, the infantry intrenchments (along which embrasures
for light field pieces may be roughly made) may be supplied with loop-

holes for infantry, formed of rods and high enough to protect the heads
of those firing. If you have any timber send me, and at once, and I
will do all that I can.

My advance toward Kinston are already in front of the rebels at Core
Creek, and wiU engage them to-morrow.

Ever yours, most truly,

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headqxjaetees Eighteenth Aemt Corps,
Bept. of North Carolina, April 25, 1863.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

U. S. Flag-ship Minnesota, off Newport News, Ya. :

Admieai, : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 24th in relation to the occupying of Smith's Island, at the mouth
of the Cape Fear Eiver, by our forces. The idea is a good one, and
should, in my opinion, be carried out as soon as other operations will
permit or render it advisable.
When the plan of operations against Wilmington was decided on,

and my preparations were making, this point (Smith's Island) was se-
lected as the first point on which to land and make an establishment to
cover a depot of supplies. 1 am glad that Captain Case sees the im-
portance of it now, for there is no reason why it may not be used in the
[manner] he suggests, and thus relieve the blockading vessels at the
west entrance of the Cape Fear Eiver.
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There may, however, at this time be some trouble in occupying the
island, for 1 have heard that the rebels have recently planted a battery
on the island to prevent this very thing. The island can nevertheless
be taken by a determined eftbrt at any time chat it is absolutely re-
quired. I will be most happy to co-operate in any way as soon as I
have the force.

If the 8,000 men belonging to this department, now lying at Port
Eoyal, were sent baek to me, with the abundant supply of siege guns,
ammunition, and artillery that I took down with me to the Department
of the South, I will at once engage to occupy Smith's Island with bat-
teries to command the channel, to annoy Fort Caswell, and also as far
as practicable to command the JS^ew Inlet Channel. Unless this return
of my troops be made, which is now refused by the Government, I can
do nothing to aid you, inasmuch as nearly 1,000 of the two-years' men
have to be discharged in a few weeks and eight regiments of nine-
months' men within two months. This will very seriously deplete my
already small force, and although I can hold my own I cannot under-
take to do more than act strictly on the defensive.
Whatever may be decided on by the Government you can rely upon

my ready and energetic co-operation.
Very respectfully and truly, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General, Commanding.

P. S.—1 am now moving on Kinston.

FOET MONEOE, VA.,
April 20, 1863—7.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haxleck,
General-in-Chief

:

I have just returned from Suffolk. I went to the top of the signal
station, 80 feet high, and saw two forts which the enemy is building

—

one in front of Fort Nansemond and the other across the river, below
General Peck's headquarters. Garnett's brigade, which arrived on
Friday, consists of five regiments. One of my spies, who arrived last

evening, reports Powhatan not yet armed, but 600 contrabands at work.
Two thousand troops, who were there a fortnight ago, have come to

Suffolk. The I^Tavy could easily have prevented the enemy from in-

trenching at Fort Powhatan. Everything indicates that the movement
on Suffolk is a campaign and looks to Norfolk. The gauge of the rail-

road from Petersburg to the Blackwater has been altered to correspond
with ours this side. If you can spare a few thousand more troops they
will no doubt be needed, and can be sent back the moment the exigency

is over. The extent of our river line absorbs a large number. The
enemy has cut a broad road down to the river, and indicates a deter-

mination to cross.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Sotfolk, Va., April 26, 1863.

Major-General Dix, Norfolk:

Major Stratton had some skirmishing with the enemy yesterday ; the

particulars I have not learned.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

42 B E—VOL xvni
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Fort Monroe, April 26, 1863.

Major-General Peck,
Commanding, Suffolk

:

I send you to-day by mail a brigadier-general's commission for

Colonel Harland. General Gordon was here yesterday and has gone

back for his staff. He will return in a few days. I am not quite sure

whether I shall be with you to-day. The enemy has no artillery where

General Gettv captured the battery. Lieutenant Rowe, of the West

End, volunteers to pilot the Commerce down. Shall he try ?

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

StTFFOLK, Va., April 26, 1863.

Major-General Hooker,
Army of the Potomac :

Longstreet is still here. Heavy artillery is coming to him from

Petersburg. The storm has ceased; mud drying up. Advise me in

cipher of as much as you deem proper of your operations.
^ JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

April 26, 1863.

Major-General Peck, Suffolk, Va.:

Your dispatch received. I have been delayed iu my operations by

the severe storm. I have communicated to no one what my intentions

are. If you were here I could properly and wilbngly impart them to

you. So much is found out by the enemy in my front with regard to

movements that I have concealed my designs from my own staff, and
I dare not intrust them to the wires, knowing as I do that they are so

often tapped.
JOSEPH HOOKER,

Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 27, 1863.

Major-General Dix

:

Major Stratton reports that he destroyed a new ferry-boat at Cam-
den, opposite Elizabeth. Three hundred guerrillas at Elizabeth, called

Fifty-sixth North Carolina. He is advised of 500 cavalry and four pieces

in that vicinity, with a regiment of infantry at Woodville. Union men
are the sources. The Filth Virginia Infantry has left Woodville for

Suffolk.

A party attemjited to cross near Sleepy Hole last night in boats.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

Suffolk, April 27, 1868.

Col. D. T. Van Buren, Fort Monroe

:

The engineer and captain of the Commerce refuse to run her. Will
a payment of $50 to a volunteer engineer be authorized'?

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.



Chap. XXX.] COERESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 659

„ . „ FOET MoNEOE, April 27, 1863.
Major-General Peck:
General Dix says yoa can offer the $50 to a volunteer.

D. T. VAN BUEEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

FOET MONEOE, April 27, 1863.
Major-General Peck:
The Commerce and Swan have arrived safely. Somewhat peppered,

but all right. Lieutenant Eowe deserves great credit.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Washington, D. C, April 27, 1863.
Major-General Fostee,

Commanding, dc., New Berne, N. C.

:

Geneeal : The Navy Department has requested that your attention
be called to the importance of the military occupation of Smith's Island
at the mouth of Cape Fear River. It is said that by the occupation of
this island both channels may be closed, and thus prevent the entrance
of contraband goods to "Wilmington.

I informed Mr. Fox that no additional forces could be given to you
at the present time, but that possibly you might accomplish this object,

which he deems most important. He says that at this season, while the
water is smooth, there will be no difficulty in landing.

If you should be able to occupy this island as many contrabands as
possible should be used in fortifying aud holding the position. I un-

derstand from the Secretary of War that a Colonel Wild, of Boston,
has been directed to report to you to organize one or more negro regi-

ments. If this should be done jt is suggested that they can be used to

the best advantage on Smith's Island.

It is regretted that we cannot give you more troops for active opera-

tions in the field, but at this time it is impossible to do so.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Special Oedees, » Hdqes. of the Aemy, Adjt. Gen.'s Office,

No. 190. }
Washington, April 27, 1863.

I. Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon, U. S. Volunteers, will report for duty

without delay to Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, commanding, &c., Fort Mon-

roe, Va.

Bv command of Major-General Halleck

:

^
E. D. TOWNSEND,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

GEffEKAi Oedees, \ Hdqes. Eighteenth Aemy Coeps,

No. 64. }
-^|5W Berne, April 27, 1863.

General Orders, No. 62, are hereby amended as follows:

The first district will be called the District of Beaufort, and will in-

clude the posts which are or may hereafter be established in that portion
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of the county of Craven lying south of a line drawn from Evans' Mill
due east to the Neuse River and including Evans' Mill, and in the
counties of Jones and Carteret with the exception of the post of Ports-
mouth.
The second district, or the District of the Albemarle, will include all

the posts which are or may hereafter be established in the counties of
Washington and Tyrrell, and in all the counties of this State northwest
of those counties whose waters flow into the Albemarle Sound.
The third district, or the District of the Pamlico, will include all the

posts which are or may be hereafter established in that portion of Craven
County north of Neuse Eiver, excepting the post of Fort Anderson,
and in the counties of Pitt, Beaufort, and Hyde, as well as the post of
Portsmouth.
By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster:

[SOUTHARD HOFFMAK,]
Assistant Adjutant- General.

War Department,
Washington, April 28, 1863—4.55 p. m.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

The two artillery companies at Fort Delaware will be sent to you.
H.-W. HALLECK,

General-in- Chief.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport ITews, Va., April 28, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

Geneeai, : I have received your communication of the 22d. You
therein refer to some general views which I had expressed, and from
which you draw the conclusion that I had withdrawn the flotilla from
the Upper Nansemond.
When General Keyes a fortnight since informed me on current re-

ports obtained from rebel deserters and fugitives all along the line that
Longstreet was approaching Suffolk with 40,000 men, heavy artillery,
and pontoons, and earnestly preferred requests for gunboats to protect
the line of the river, the greater part of the light-draught force of this
squadron was engaged co-operating in defense of the military positions
on the Sounds of North Carolina, and I was in receipt of urgent requests
from that quarter also for an additional gunboat force. There was a
similar pressure for additional gunboats for Williamsburg and York-
town. Here I had but one available gunboat, the Commodore Barney,
which I at once detailed for duty in the Lower Nansemond. The Nanse-
mond was already occupied by one light ferry-boat (mounting four field
howitzers), which had been used for naval guard ship there. There
remained here two river steamboats and four tugs (mounting two light
pieces each) belonging to the naval service and used for transport,
tender, mail, and picket duties. All of these, save one of the tugs for
picket, I immediately equipped with detachments of men and such ap-
pliances as I had at my disposal for their protection from rifle shot
arming one of the river steamers with four field pieces on field carriages
from this ship, and sent them up the Nansemond in accordance with the
request I had received. One of the river steamers I reserved for trans-
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port of ammunition, coal, and dispatches at the service of the vessels in
the Nansemond. The embarrassment thus occasioned here by the ab-
sence of tenders was partially relieved by the kind loan of the quarter-
master's tug Du Pont. In further response to urgent calls from General
Peck and yourself I applied to the Department for an additional force
of light draughts to meet the demands on the Navy in these waters.

,^r J^^®^^
^^^^ *®° detached from the Potomac Flotilla, this being

half of Commodore Harwood's steam force. They arrived here on the
IGth and were sent into the Nansemond the same evening. Lieutenants
Gushing and Lamson, who had in charge the two divisions of the flotilla
in the Nansemond, were instructed to do everything in their power to
assist the army.
The upper part of the river, in which most of the slight vessels thus

hastily equipped were ordered to operate, is but a canal or ditch, of
width so insignificant that the boats are obliged to touch one bank with
their bows that their sterns may swing clear of the other. This narrow
and tortuous stream winds between banks covered with woods, where
riflemen or artillery can at any time conceal themselves and open a mur-
derous and concentrated fire on our men on the open decks of the ves-
sels at short range, shifting from place to place or masking batteries
above and below, cut oflF our communications at will, and destroy or
capture the flotilla.

Had the enemy in fgrce really determined to cross the Nansemond
how long could such vessels effectually oppose the movement? It was
obvious to me that the few light field pieces we had (mostly on field
carriages) would in the event of contesting a crossing have done better
service behind earthworks than on open decks over magazines of powder
and steam ; for the boilers, machinery, and ammunition of these light-
draught vessels, unlike those of regular men-ofwar, are near or above
water and exposed to shot and shell.

The line which these frail and vulnerable vessels were called upon to
protect, and in front of which they were expected to patrol and draw
the enemy's fire, was purely a military line, whose natural defenses
should have been earthworks on our side against earthworks on the
other—riflemen, scouts, communications, and proper disposition of troops
to oppose similar demonstrations on the part of the enemy. Was it

therefore justifiable for you to impose or for me to undertake, without
a word of warning to you regarding its utter impracticability, a naval
defense of your milifary line, which defense, if fairly tried, must have
ailed, to the grief of the nation and the probable reproach of the Navy ?

I beg to remind you that while thus straining every effort to meet
these demands on the part of the army, though I was under the con-
viction that it ^was an anomalous and improper use of naval means, I

suggested to you, having in view the confidence so flatteringly reposed
in such means by you and General Peck, to arm and equip with field

pieces and men for this service on the Nansemond, as I had done with

the Mount Washington and Stepping Stones, one of the numerous tugs
and transports at your disposal, of which, as shown by your oflicial

notices to me, j^u have about forty. I have not been informed that

the suggestion was adopted. In your letter of the 22d you say, allud-

ing to the gunboats, " I know there is danger that they will be fired into,

injured, perhaps crippled; but this hazard must be incurred to prevent
the rebels from crossing. Yours will be exposed to no more danger than
mine." '

A newspaper correspondent from Fortress Monroe and professing to

derive his inspiration from the " highest authority"—a great breach of
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military and professional decorum—accuses me of withholding the neces-
sary services of the gunboats and of desiring to keep them out of danger
by putting them in glass cases.

I have not learned that for this gross and indecent assault, this

wicked misrepresentation of an honest and earnest performance of duty
under high responsibilities, the anonymous correspondent has in any
way been corrected. These things constrain me to quote from a report
by Lieutenant Lamson, under date of Suuday, April 19:

We have fought the rebels every day siDce last Saturday except to-day, with a
heavy loss compared to our force, and the army have laid on their bank or in their

earthwork without a man hurt, and have utterly failed to render me the assistance

abd support they ought to have given.

During this time the Mount Washington and Alert had been dis-

abled and withdrawn for repairs, the former in a serious contest with
the enemy's battery at West Branch, having had her boiler exploded,

her gallows-frame destroyed, and having been otherwise much cut up
while helpless and aground on the bar commanded by that battery,

without the use of her steam. Our loss in this and subsequent une-

qual contests amounted to one of our vessels entirely disabled and three

of the other four partially so, and 24 men killed and wounded, a very
large proportion of our small number of men engaged. The interval of

two days between the disabling of some vessels and the arrival of others
on the Upper Nansemond, together with the absence of any naval dem-
onstration on the part of the enemy in James Eiver, seemed to indicate
that it was not his intention to cross the Nansemond. Your re-enforce-

ments giving you as I am told a strong army of 22,000 men at Suffolk,

enabling you, as you have just done, to erect works and to defend the
line of the river ; the inability of our little vessels, as shown by subse-
quent contests with the rebel batteries, to raise the blockade of the
Upper Nansemond, whilst my transports and tenders were being cut up
without being adequate to the main object of protecting that line ; my
orders to return the vessels from the Potomac Flotilla as soon as the
emergency was over, and a requisition upon me to convoy and protect
Major-Geueral Hooker's supply vessels going into the Pamunkey, com-
bined to dispose me to withdraw the light draughts from the Upper Nan-
semond, and I accordingly sent Fleet Captain Crosby to Suffolk to ascer-
tain facts and to bring them down if practicable, giving due notice to the
army. But at your and General Peck's instance I kept them in the
river, as shown in my dispatches of the 19th to General Peck before
and to General Getty after the capture of the battery on the West
Branch, which capture opened our communications. The former dis-
patch went through your headquarters.

I am further constrained to say that it was not until after two failures
on the part of the army to support Lieutenant Lamson that that young
officer was finally enabled to put into execution (with the gallant and
efiectual co-operation of the troops under General Getty) the plans
which he had made and urged to capture the battery at West Branch.
A due regard for the facts should have prevented the reflection im-

plied in your letter. The readiness and zeal which the ofiQcers and men
under my command have exhibited in these unequal contests, in which
our vessels have been "firedinto, injured, and crippled;" the gallantry
with which they have incurred "hazard to prevent the rebels from cross-
ing," these did not tempt me selfishly to misuse the means and lives
with which I am intrusted for the public welfare to undertake without
proper explanation an enterprise which is military and not naval—which
is practicable in the former sense and impossible in the latter. Hence
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I have taken pains to apprise the military authorities of the insufficiency
of these means to the ends proposed and urged by them.
Lieutenants Gushing and Lamson are still in the Nansemond and still

under instruction to give all the assistance in their power to the army.
The orders which I have given Lieutenant Lamson not only do not
restrain but direct his going into the Upper Nansemond when necessary
and practicable at his discretion.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, vours,
S. P". LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Gomdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Fort Moneoe, Va., A^pril 28, 1863.
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hai^leck,

Oeneral-in- Chief

:

Admiral Lee has withdrawn all his gunboats from the Upper Nan-
semond, against my remonstrance and General Peck's, leaving us to
take care of ourselves. We had two unarmed transports at Suffolk,
which were much wanted, and yesterday I ordered them down. Two
of our officers, who have been commanding on a gunboat I armed my-
self, volunteered to pilot them, and they have this morning performed
the service successfully. Both boats received some cannon-shot and a
good many rifle-balls, but that we expected. Neither sustained any
injury worth mentioning, though they were fired on by three batteries

and from a good many rifle-pits. I have just received the following
dispatch from General Peck, from which you will see that the enemy is

in earnest

:

Suffolk, Va., Apnl 28, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix:
The force reported by Stratton on the Chowan was Garnett's six regiments of in-

fantry, one of cavalry, and some artillery, which has Joined Longstreet. Garnett
commanded at Little Washington. The enemy were very active all night, and we
kept several batteries in play on chopping parties. General Getty reported move-
ment of troops down the river with artillery, indicative of crossing.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oeneral.

Fort Monroe, Va.,
April 28, ] 863—9.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief

:

I have been on the Nansemond to-day. No movements there. Gen-

eral Garnett's brigade, from North Carolina, has joined Longstreet. Two
heavy guns, drawn each by 10 horses, passed through Surry County to

Suffolk on Tuesday evening, reaching there yesterday. We shall no

doubt soon hear from them.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 28, 1863.

General Dix:

The enemy opened a new battery with three guns on the river last

night. Lieutenant Eowe deserves great credit for his exploit. When
will the guns we talked about be sent ?^ JOHN J. PECK,

Major-Oeneral.



664 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. (Chai-. XXX.

Fort Monroe, April 28, 1863.

Major-General Peck:
Captain Baylor already preparing the guns, and they will be sent as

soon as possible. You will have twelve.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-Oeneral.

Suffolk, Va., April 28, 18C3.

Major-General Dix

:

A man who was at Franklin on the 20th says the railway bridge was
being built; also that he saw two trains of troops coming from Weldon.

The people told him that 45,000 men were under Longstreet and more

coming from Carolina.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

Fort Monroe Arsenal, Va., April 28, 1863.

Lieut. A. B. Johnson, Suffolk, Va.

:

I wiU send you. to-morrow 1,000,000 cartridges, caliber .57, and the re-

mainder soon after. I will forward the 24 and 12 pounder ammunition
as soon as it can be prepared. I have telegraphed for the 18-pounder
ammunition. Your requisitions are large. Have you storage for it?

T. G. BAYLOE,
First Lieutenant, Arsenal, Fort Monroe.

Suffolk, April 28, 1863.

Lieut. T. G. Baylor,
Commanding Arsenal, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

I am aware that my requisitions are large, but not as large as the
general suggested. He thinks we shall soon have use for it all.

My storage is not sufficient, but am assured that more shall be pro-

vided.

The amount of daily consumption of ammunition now is not small,

although reports say "all quiet at Suffolk."

A. B. JOHNSON,
Lieutenant, Ordnance Officer.

Hdqrs. Deft, of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., April 28, 1863.

General Henry A. Wise,
Or Commanding Officer of the Troops on the Chickahominy

:

Sir : The town of Williamsburg has been occupied, as you are aware,
by the troops under my command as a picket station or outpost of York-
town. A large portion of the inhabitants are known not to be well dis-

posed to the Government of the United States. They have nevertheless
been quietly pursuing their domestic avocations, been unmolested, and
have been permitted to supply themselves with the necessaries and
comforts of life at Yorktown and Fort Monroe. The insane asylum at
Williamsburg has been put under the superintendence of an army sur-

geon, and its 300 helpless inmates supplied, at the expense of the United
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States, with everything necessary to their comfort and with the remedial
treatment they require. While exercising these offices of humanity the
troops at "Williamsburg have been several times attacked by your forces,

not with a view to gain and hold possession of the place and to assume
the guardianship which has been extended to the inhabitants and the
tenants of the asylum by us, but for the purpose of harassing those who
were performing this generous service. On the 31st ultimo your forces

entered and endeavored to take possession of the town, occupying sev-

eral houses and firing upon the troops, and in this, as I am informed,
they were aided by some of the inhabitants, who have been living for

nearly a year under our protection. More recently your forces entered

the town and took possession of it, placing our employes in the insane
asylum under parole, carrying off some of the servants, and depriving its

inmates of the care to which they have been accustomed and which their

helpless condition renders indispensable. You have by withdrawing
your forces left the asylum again to our charity and compelled Major-

General Keyes, the commanding officer of the troops at Yorktown and
Fort Magruder, to supply it with food to save the patients from starva-

tion. These raids, under the peculiar circumstances, are in violation of

every dictate of humanity. Having no result and apparently no object

but annoyance and a useless sacrifice of life, they are also in violation

of every principle of honorable warfare. I have directed Major-General

Keyes to reoccupy the town ; and that the aggressions referred to may
cease I give you notice in case of any repetition of them

—

Ist. That the inmates of the asylum will be sent to Richmond and the

United States relieved of the burden of their support

;

2d. That any house which may be taken possession of for the purpose

of firing upon the troops stationed there will be razed to the ground

;

and,
3d. That any citizen of Williamsburg not belonging to a regularly

organized corps who shall be found co-operating in these attacks and

rising in arms against the occupying troops will be put to death as a

violator of the laws of civilized warfare.

I am, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
' JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Hdqes. Fiest Division, Eighteenth Army Coeps,

Core Greek, Dover Eoad, April 28, 1863.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Eighteenth Army Corps:

Colonel : The troops of this command were all in position last night.

On account of the limited number of cars it took several trips to bring

everything up. Colonel Amory's brigade I sent to the railroad cross-

ing at Core Creek. He took possession of the bridge and sent a force

immediately across the creek and as far as the switch. There was

nothing there. ^ , , t

I marched here (about 12 miles) from Colonel Jones' camp, arriving

a little after midnight. I brought with me the brigade of Colonel Lee,

the section of artillery, and one company of cavalry, with Colonel Jones

and his regiment. Plank was brought from Colonel Jones' camp to re-

pair the bridge here, and it was at the bridge at 1 this morning. A
force was sent immediately across the creek here, which went out some

distance on the road, but found nothing. This force still remains across
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the creek. The cars were running to the creek till late la,st night, and
the noise of the whistles was constant and imposing.

At midnight it commenced to rain very heavily, and now the whole
country is under water. The men are patient and trying to keep warm
and dry. One shower succeeds another very quickly, and we are wait-

ing patiently for a lull in the storm. I communicate with Colonel
Amory, who is about 2 miles from here.

It is my impression that everything has retired to Kinston ; that is,

every force of any size.

With the best care that could be taken a good portion of the men's
rations will be soaked, and to-morrow we will have to get a supply.

These should be sent to Core Creek by rail. We need 2,500 to 3,000

rations daily, and the cavalry horses have no forage. There are two
companies of them here.

This I shall send by Captain Harris, commissary of Colonel Amory's
brigade.

I am, colonel, very. respectfully, your obedient servant,

I. N. PALMEE,
Brigadier- General.

Unofficial.—P. S.—A ration of whisky ought to be sent for the men
if provisions are to be sent.

I. K P.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, Va., April 29, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va. :

General : On the 21st of this month, by the exhibition of a white
flag on shore by a person in citizen's dress, a boat from the Stepping
Stones was lured ashore, fired on by troops in ambush, one of its crew
killed, and the following-named men taken prisoners, viz : James Cole-
man, J. McNiclety, F. Hopkins, and J. Reed. This was a base transac-
tion and the men should be surrendered and not exchanged as prisoners
of war. Lieutenant Lamson verbally informed me that in a recent com-
munication by flag of truce at Suffolk the enemy expressed a purpose
to return these three men. Please have this done.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Eear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

Hdqrs. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
'

Fort Monroe, Va., April 29, 1863.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief

:

General : Major-General Peck, as you are aware, is performing very
arduous duties, greater, I presume, than any commander of an army
corps who has not a separate department.
Would it be practicable to create an army corps for him from the

troops under his command ? I could designate the regiments to com-
pose it without interfering with my own corps—the Seventh. He is
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greatly in need of the additional staff which such an organization would
give, and no officer deserves more for his vigilance, discretion, and de-
votion to his duties.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

,, . „ , ^ Fort Monroe, April 29, 1863.
Major-Geueral Peck:
Captain Baylor has sent you seven guns and 200 rounds of ammuni-

tiou tor each. He has also sent four mortars and 1,000,000 cartridges
for small-arms. His men are very much overworked, and will keep
last to-morrow.* The other five guns will be sent the next day.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oeneral.

Suffolk, Va., April 29, 18C3.
Major-General Hooker,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac :

I think I can hold Longstreet here for some time, which will favor
your operations very materially. When he retires it will only be to his
two railroads, where he can go to Lee or strike at me, according to cir-

cumstances. You and I will have plenty of work. He is bridging the
Blackwater for railroad purposes. The impression is strong that Hill
will leave North Carolina and join Longstreet.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

(Copy to General Halleck.)

April 29, 1863.
Major-General Peck or Dix, Suffolk, Va.:

I have fully commenced my operations here. The result may be to

draw from your front and afford yon an opportunity to push or hold
them.

JOSEPH HOOKER,
Major-General, Commanding.

April 29, 1863.

Major-General Hooker,
Army of the Potomac

:

No change of note here. Heavy rain. Governor Seward was here

to-day,
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

Hdqes. Dept. of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, April 29, 1863.

General J. G. Foster, Ifew Berne, N. C.

:

My Dear General : I have just returned from Suffolk. There is a

constant interchange of shots from rifle-pits and occasionally from bat-

teries. The enemy has about 40,000 men.

* The day of national hnmiliation, fasting, and prayer eojoined by the President's

proclamation of March 30, 1863.
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The weak points at Suffolk are the Nansemond, running to the rear
7 miles, with an average width of less than 100 yards, and a range of
heights which overlook a portion of our defenses.'

All your suggestions have been anticipated, audit will require a large
force to dislodge us. Our line is a long one, but with a reserve force
in position to be moved promptly to any point of attack I feel confident
that we are secure. The enemy is bringing siege guns from Petersburg
and is constructing forts. He has three batteries on the Nansemond,
aud is constructing casemated forts there. All indicate that he has
come to stay. I visit Suffolk every other day. I have entire confidence
in General Peck, whose prudence, watchfulness, and good judgment
leave nothing to be desired.

I am greatly indebted to you for the diversion you are making, and
if you can keep General Hill where he is you will render us a great
service.

General Hooker has moved with his whole army. It is large, well

disciplined, and amply provided with all the matSriel of war
;
great and

confident hopes are entertained of the success of his movement on Rich-
mond. I have never thought it the right way to that capital, but join
in the general hope.
We have a cavalry force at South Mills and shall keep open the canal

route as long as we can. It would be well, however, to exercise some
caution in using it and arrange so as to secure the destruction of the
dispatches with which a messenger is charged if he should chance to
be intercepted.

I am, dear general, truly, yours,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-Oeneral.
Please keep me advised of your movements.

Headqxjaeters Brigade,
Washington, K. C, April 29, 1863.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Asst. Adjt. Oen., Eighteenth Army Corps :

Colonel: Major-General Foster, commanding Eighteenth Army
Corps, informed me that Washington, N. C, had been made a military
post, and that my brigade had been ordered there, and that I was to
command the post while General Prince was to command the District of
the Pamlico, and that Washington would be included in that district
and form part of his command. I also received very full verbal instruc-
tions from General Foster in regard to the management of the post, as
well as to what he desired should be done to strengthen its defenses. I
accordingly (after reporting on my arrival here to General Wessells, wbo
was in command at that time) fully complied with all of General Foster's
verbal instructions so far as they applied to the south side of the river
by disposing of part of the troops at Hill's Point and Eodman's farm,
at the cross-roads, Eed Hill, &c., in exact conformity with the general's
instructions; but after General Prince's arrival I discovered that his
views did not correspond with those of General Foster. He informed
me that he had received no written orders defining his duties or mine;
but ho issued the annexed (General Orders, No. 2) from his headquar-
ters on the afternoon of April 28, 18G3, and on April 29, 1863, at 6.45
o'clock p. m., I was served with General Orders, No. 3. from the head
quarters of General Prince, a copy of which is also hereto attached.
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If I have misunderstood General Foster, I deeply regret it; but it is
utterly impossible that I could do so, as the conversation was too defi-
nite and explicit. I write now for the purpose of aslcing that my duties as
commander of the post may be defined by an order. My desire is to serve
my country to the best of my ability, but I can be of no benefit to the
service in my present position unless I either have some instructions to
guide me or I am allowed to proceed according to my own judgment.
By General Orders, No. 2 (hereto annexed), the defenses of the post

were placed under my command. This morning I commenced throwing
up an earthwork at a point to the right of Block-house No. 3, where
General Potter indicated that General Foster desired it should be done;
but, as the order of General Prince defining my duties and placing the
defenses of the post under my command has been rescinded, I do not
feel at liberty to proceed with this or any of the other works necessary
for the defense of the place until I shall receive an explicit order to do
so, as Orders No. 2 placed me not only in command of the defenses of
the post but also of the troops stationed here. That being now rescinded
it leaves me without any command.

I did feel a desire to aid in driving back the enemy that now seems
to be hovering around this place. lu fact I was in hopes that I would
be able to make it too warm for them to have even a picket within 20
miles of Washington, much less to be allowed to remain in force within
6 or 7 miles of this place.

A Mrs. Lucinda Willard, from the neighborhood of Beaver Dam, and
who says that General Potter knows her very well, came to our lines

to-day on the Plymouth road and informed me that the enemy was en-

camped in large force at Tranter's Creek, and that they intended mak-
ing another attack upon the place, both by land and with a floating

battery which they are to bring down the river, and that their object
this time is to bum the town. She says that the rebel soldiers have
been writing this to their families in her vicinity for the past three or

four days. I make the statement for what it is worth. If General Pot-

ter knows her he can tell whether any reliance should be put in what she

says. Her statement in regard to the troops and their location is con-

firmed from other sources. However, I think it would be well to have a
strong work erected on the extreme left of our lines, as in case they
should take it in their heads to approach the place by the river and at

a time when the gunboats might be engaged below the bridge they could

give us some trouble unless we have everything ready for their recep-

tion.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. B. SPINOLA,
Brigadier-General Volunteers.

[Inclosnres.)

Geneeal Oedees, ) Headqtjaetees Disteict of the Pamlico,
No. 2. ( Washington, 2f. C, April 28, 1863.

I. The military post of Washington consists ofthe immediate defenses

of that place. The town and citizens are not included in the military

post. The command of those defenses and of the troops will devolve

upon Brigadier-General Spinola. The town is in charge of the provost-

marshal, whose authority emanates from headquarters of the district.

II. No interference with private property excepting by or through

the provost-marshal will be sanctioned.
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III. The slashings and abatis about the defenses of -works in this

district will be carefully protected by tie troops and preserved; no in-

terference with them will be permitted.

By order of Brig. Gen. Henry Prince

:

S. W. WALDEON, JR.,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

General Orders, ) Headquarters District of the Pamlico,
ISTo. 3. }

Washington, N. C, April 29, 1863.

Paragraph I of General Orders, No. 2, Headquarters District of the

Pamlico, Washington, N. C, April 28, 1863, is hereby rescinded.

Bv command of Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, commanding district

:

"^

S. W. WALDEON, JR.,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters District of the Pamlico,
Washington, N. C, April 29, 1863.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Eighteenth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report the following interesting facts,

showing how by timely orders to a grand guard I probably saved it

from capture:
On visiting the pickets over the river day before yesterday, the day

on which I took command here, I found a grand, guard (1 captain, 2 lieu-

tenants, and 70 enlisted men of iofantry, and 2 cavalry soldiers) sta-

tioned at the cross-roads. Considering them so much out of place as to

be a mere invitation to the enemy to come and take them, I ordered all

the vedettes to be called in at once, so that no time should be lost, and
that the force should retire with all dispatch to inside of Eed Hill, de-

fining the position to be occupied. This was at 11 o'clock a. m.

I have to-day the most perfectly reliable intelligence that at 12 m.

day before yesterday, Daniel's brigade (five counted regiments and
some cavalry) arrived near the chapel which is 1 mile from the cross-

roads toward Greenville. They halted half a mile before reaching the

chapel and " made ready for a fight and sent forward the cavalry to

the cross-roads." But the informant does not know why the cavalry

soon returned, when the brigade immediately marched back on the
Greenville road and made their headquarters at Taft's Store, 15 miles
from here.

Kespectfully, your obedient servant,

HENEY PEINCE,
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding.

N. B.—A reliable man on the Greenville road this evening sent me
this message :

" They are all gone from Taft's Cross-Eoads, but I do not
know which way." Probably Tail's Store and Cross-Koads refer to same
place, and tbat Dauiol lias gone to Virgiuiii.

Onthc2Gtli theFifty ninth Noith Carolina, a cavalry regiment in good
condition employed on tbe north side tliron^hout Ihe siege, was n-licvcd
at its cami), 10 miles tliis side of Greenville, by the broken down regi-

ment of Claiborne. The former " went off for Suffolk." This informant
is Private Ferris, a deserter from the Fifty ninth.
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General Orders, » Hdqrs. Eighteenth Army Corps,
No. 68. i New Berne, April 29, 1863.

The general commanding desires to express to the ofi&cers and men
of the Third New York Volunteer Cavalry his appreciation of their gal-
lant conduct and efiBdency in the various actions and skirmishes in
which they have been engaged with the enemy during their year's service
in the Department of North Carolina.
The regiment will inscribe upon its standard and the several com-

panies upon their guidons the names of battles and skirmishes as pre-
viously directed in orders.
The battle-flag of the Seventh Confederate (Claiborne) Cavalry, which

was captured from the enemy in the gallant charge by a detachment of
Companies A and E against superior numbers near Little Washington
on the 18th day of April instant, is presented to the regiment as a
distinguished mark of the favor and appreciation in which the gallant
services of this command are held.

By command of Major-General Foster:
[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,]

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Fort Monroe, Va.,
April 30, 1863—3.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief :

The Ninth Eegiment New York Volunteers is, I find, determined to
leave on Sunday. It is one of the best regiments I have and I cannot
afford to lose it at this moment. Can you give me another regiment in

place of it ? If not, can I have the company of heavy artillery at Fort
McHenry belonging to Colonel Eoberts' regiment here? I am told

General Morris did not need it and thought of mounting it. With this

and the two companies you have ordered from Fort Delaware I will try

to manage, if you cannot give me another regiment.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

• Suffolk, April 30, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

What does General Halleck say about the corps? One. is due for my
services, which have long been more arduous and responsible than most

corps commanders.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

Fort Monroe, Va., April 30, 1863.

Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker,
Commanding Army of the Potomac :

We are invested at Suffolk by a superior force, but are getting stronger

every day. I returned from there last evening. If the enemy attacks

he will fare badly. A successful movement on your part, for which we

are all most anxious, will be of great service to us by preventing Long-

street from being further re-enforced and may compel him to with-

draw.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.
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Apeil 30, 1863—12.30 noon.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe:

The enemy has need of every man here. He has his hands full. Eely
on this. I can say no more.

JOSEPH HOOKEE,
Major- General, Commanding.

(Copy to General Peck.)

Suffolk, April 30, 1863.

Major-General Hookee,
Commanding Army of the Potomac

:

Tbe euemy opened upon the Commodore Barney this afternoon with

one Whitworth, one oOpounder, and one 35-pounder Parrott. The
Barney and Captain Morris' battery, in Fort Stevens, silenced the bat-

tery very handsomely. Heavy rain for two days and much mud.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., April 30, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,
Department of Virginia

:

The enemy opened early this morning from near Le Compte's house

with one Whitworth gun, one 30 and one 35 pounder Parrott. This

afternoon they opened on the Commodore Barney, and the battery was
silenced by the Barney and Captain Morris' battery, in Port Stevens.

We hold Hill's Point again.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major- General.

FoET Monroe, April 30, 1863.

Major-Geaeral Peck:
I have asked a corps for you and will advise you the moment I hear.

JOHN A. DIX.

Suffolk, Va., April 30, 1863.

General Dix:
Our gunboats ought not to leave Elizabeth City, as they can com-

mand the lowest approach from Carolina by Camden. That route turns
South MUls.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

FOET MONEOE, Va.,
April 30, 1863—6 p. m.

Brigadier-General Eipley :

General Dix requests that sis 30-pounder Parrott guns, implements,
and equipments be sent to him as soon as possible. The enemy are
bringing up heavy guns against the works at Suffolk, and these guns,
with some 100-pounders that I will get from the forts here, are deemed
necessary to meet them.

T. G. BATLOE,
First Lieutenant of Ordnance.
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Sttpfolk, Va., April 30, 1863.
Major-General Dix:
Have had a party at Lake Drummoud to-day. They went up the

Jericho Canal and then moved up the Washington until they met the
rebel pickets. Everything is looking well.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

FoKT Monroe, April 30, 1863.
Major-General Keyes,

Commanding, Yorlitown

:

Has my letter gone to General Wise ? Do you think it would be ad-
visable for us to let the Confederates take charge of the insane asylum?
They would be sending in and going out for supplies and it seems to
me it would be a means of communication with the rebels. Douglass
can come back as steward, if you think proper, under our superintend-
ence.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Headquaeters Foxjrth Corps,
YorUown, April 30, 1863.

Major-General Drx,
Commanding Department of Virginia, Fort Monroe :

Your letter to Governor Wise was sent from Williamsburg yesterday
at 5 p. m.
Our picket line now embraces that town. The case of the insane

asylum is a difficult matter in our hands or with the Confederates. If

they have it, it would afford a standing pretext for visits from their

emissaries, which evil must be balanced by our troubles with the institu-

tion. I would like to have you decide the question. Douglass I regard
as a pretty bad rebel.

E. D. KEYES,
Major-General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, April 30, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

General : Your letter of the 25th is received. Whilst I have, by

assuming authority, promptly complied with your requisitions for ma-

teriel of war for quartermasters' vessels, the reference of all your requi-

sitions, especially those for general outfits for such vessels, to the De-

partment was strictly obligatory upon me. Among these articles which,

had I approved your requisition, I would have been obliged to have

had purchased in Baltimore for you were sixty hammocks, which now
cost $5.75 each. The officer who brought your requisitions in answer

to my questions why the quartermaster did not make these purchases

replied because they would not be allowed in his accounts. Could I

properly do for that Department what it could not properly do for itselfK

The necessities of the war have obliged the Navy to use Fortress Mon-

roe as a temporary depot. This has afforded the Army the opportunity

43 R E—VOL XVIII
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to extend to the Navy very considerable facilities, and this has always
been kindly done and gratet'ally received. There is a difference, how-
ever, between lending a spare tug or wagon already provided for the
use of the Army and buying such a tug to be given to the Navy with-
out proper authority to do so. In vindication of your policy of provid-
ing an army-navy for the defense of the TJpper Nansemond you speak
of your gunboat. Smith Briggs, as being one of your " chief supports at

Sutfolk in consequence of our gunboats being withdrawn ; " and in your
letter to me of the 22d you say :

"My two armed steamers are to remain
there. Yours are to be exposed to no more danger than mine," and
you encourage me by a reference to the safe running by the Vicksburg
batteries of our iron-clads under cover of night with high water and a
swift current.

As to the withdrawal of the gunboats. Lieutenant Lamson was obliged
to drop down below the bar, that is to say, from the Upper to the Lower
Nansemoud, on account of the abandonment, against the earnest re-

monstrance of Lieutenants Gushing and Lamson, of the captured rebel
battery by our troops after it had been held by the cross-fire of the
gunboats, whilst the troops so strengthened it in the rear with rifle-pits,

intrenchments, embrasures, and artillery as to make it almost impreg-
nable, and which, while occupied by the enemy, had harassed the gun-
boats considerably and cut off their communications by commanding
the bar, over which but one of them could pass at or near low water.
Had this battery been held it, with our battery nearly opposite, would

have afforded the gunboats a cover above the bar, whence they might
at any time of tide have moved up in front of our earthworks, which
Lieutenant Lamson informs me now line the right bank of Nansemond
Creek. Your gunboat West End dropped below the bar when our gun-
boats did so, but Lieutenant Lamson informed me it refused to stop to
ferry back your troops.

As to your other gunboat, the Smith Briggs, 1 am informed she never
engaged the batteries, but has laid at Suffolk expending navy ammu-
nition, which has been freely supplied to her, in shelling the woods.
I cannot see how she or any other gunboat could have proved a " host
at Suffolk." It would seem better to have the guns mounted in bat-
teries ashore than on gunboats floating in the ditch before the battery or
fort. The West Branch Battery not having been reoccupied by the
enemy, it was picketed by you or us. Some of the navy gunboats were
to go above the bar yesterday. I suppose when the boats get above
the battery the enemy, if in force, will reoccupy it.

I hope you will see in this only a purpose to put myself and my com-
mand right on the record. I close with the earnest assurance that I
will always be, as I always have been, happy to co-operate with you,

• and that whatever means are at my command shall be at your service
within the extent of my authority.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Headquaetees,
Elizabeth City, April —, 1863.

Assistant Adjutant-General Hoffman :

Sir : I make the following report of the forces under my command at
this post to this date

:

I was sent here by General Palmer February 28. I have one company
of Eighth Massachusetts, 80 men; one of the Third Massachusetts, 75
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men
;
one North OaroUna company of about 20 men ; two armed schoon-

ers, with 26 men each, and about 100 negroes as laborers
March 12 I sent a party of soldiers from the North Carolina companv

into the woods for wood with 12 negroes. After being there a short timethey were attacked by about 40 guerrillas and 1 negro killed and 2wounded and 3 of the soldiers taken and carried away prisoners. Soon
as the alarm was given I sent a company in pursuit, but they having
taken up the bridge were not overtaken by our forces

I have kept the negroes employed lately in throwing up an intrench-ment and have it nearly finished. I shall then send those that are notneeded here to New Berne.

.K-^S^^lH?/^*''^^.^^^""^'^
°°*^^ *^^ ^*^ of ^Pril. Captain Sanders, of

the North Carolina company, with a detail of 7 soldiers and 10 negroes
was sent down the river in a schooner after wood ; the wind blowing'
they were not able to land that day ; he returned home and left the men
on board

;
in the evening they went on shore to see their families, and

were all taken and carried away to Eichmond prisoners, leaving that
company now with only 14 men for duty. Had we a company of cavalry
here I think we might rid this section of the country from the guerrillas
As It IS now, unless we go out in a large force, we are liable to be picked
oil. We have now six horses and one yoke of oxen, enough to do our
teaming. Previous to your last instructions, under General Palmer's
order I had returned to the persons taken from 10 horses and 13 mules,
and have given receipts for the rest.
We have received no rations since I arrived here, although I have sent

two requisitions, and I have been obliged to forage upon the citizens, and
if the Government is to pay for them it will be much more expensive
than if sent from New Berne, as provisions are scarce and high.
The negroes are very much in need of clothing, not having received

any pay or clothing from the Government and have been employed
seven months.

Tours, respectfully,

J. W. WALLIS,
Major, Commanding Post, Elizabeth City, N. C.

Abstract from Tri-monthli/ Return of the Department of Virginia (Seventh Army Corps),
MaJ. Gen. John A. IHx commanding, for April 30, 1863 (headquarters Fort Monroe, Va.].
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Organization of troops in the Department of Virginia, Major-Oeneral Dix
commanding, April 30, 1863.

SUFFOLK.

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck.

FIRST DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS.

Brig. GeD. Michael Corcoran.

Terry's Urigade."

Brig. Gen. H. D. Terrt.

99th New York [N. G. A.].

liiOth New York.
New York (Battalion) Sharpshooters.

107th Pennsylvania.
11th Rbodo Island.

Foster's Brigade.

CoL R. S. Foster.

6th Massachusetts.
13th Indiana.
112th Now York.
169th New York.
105th Penns.ylvani.a.

166th Pennsylvania.

Murphy's Brigade.

Col. Mathew MuRniY.

10th New Jersey.

69th New York.
155th New York.
164th New York.
170th New York.

GETTY'S DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. George. W. Getty

First Brigade.

Col. R. C. Hawkins.

10th New Hampshire.
9th New York.
89th New York.
103d New York.
117th New York.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Edward Harland.

8th Connecticut.
11th Connecticut.
15th Connecticut.
16th Connecticut.

Third Brigade.

Col. A. H. Button.

21st Connecticut.
13th New Hampshire.
25th New Jersey.
4th Rhode Island.

Artillery.

1st Pennsylvania, Battery A.
5th U. S., Battery A.

GURNEY'S DIVISION.

Col. William Gurney.

Porter's Brigade.

Col. B. Porter.

40th Massachusetts.
22d Connecticut.
141st New York.

Hughstmi's Brigade.

Col. Robert S. Hughston.

127th New York.
14-2d New York.
143d New York.
144th New York.

'On the Monthly Return the Twenty-sixth Michigan and the One hundred and fiity-

second New York appear in this brigade instead of the Ninety-ninth New York and
New York Battalion.
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RESERVE BRIGADE.

Col. D. W. Wardrop.

99th New York.*
118th New York.

i)th Vermont.
19th Wisconsin.

UNATTACHED.

lat New York Mounted Eifles.

lltU Pennsylvania Cavalry.
Isti Delaware Battery.
7th Massachusetts Battery.
3d Pennsylvania Artillery.

16th New York Battery.
19th New York Battery.
4th U. S. Artillery, Battery D.
4th U. S. Artillery, Battery L.
2(1 Wisconsin Battery.
4th Wisconsin Battery.

TOBKTOWN.

Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Ketes.

King's Brigade.

4th Delaware.
ICSth New York.
169th Pennsylvania.
179th Pennsylvania.

Advance Brigade.

Col. R. M. West

139th New York.
172d Pennsylvania.
178th Pennsylvania.
5th Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Artillery detachment.

Unattached.

2d Massachusetts Cav.alry, First Battalion.
6th New York Cavalry, Third Battalion.
1st New York Artillery, Batteries H and F.

8th New York Battery.
let Pennsylvania Artillery, Batteries E and H.
5th U. S. Artillery, Battery M.

NORFOLK.

Brig. Gen. Egbert L. Vielk.

148th New York.
173d Pennsylvania.
177th Pennsylvania.
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry (one company).
7th New York Battery.

FORT MOJfROE.

>

Col. S. M. AlfORD.

3d New York.

CAMP HAMILTON.

Maj. John A. Darling.

3d Pennsylvania Artillery (five companies).
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry (one company).

•Appears also in Terry's brigade, First Division, Seventh Army Corps,
t Department Headquarters.
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Ahetract from Tii-monihly Beturn of the Eighteenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. John G. Foster

commanding, for April 30, 1863 {headquarters New Berne, N. C).

Command.

Eisbteenth Army Corps, Mnjor-General Foster
First Division, Brigadier-General Palmer
Second Division. Briffadier-General Naglee
Third Division, Brigadier-General Ferry
Fourth Division, Brigadier-General Weasells
Fifrh Division, Brigadier-General Prince
Artillery Brigade, Brigadier-General Ledlie
Cavalry, Col. S. H. Mix
First North Carolina (Union) Volunteers. Lieutenant-Colonel
McChesney.

Grand total -

Present for
duty.

20
140
103
25

192
200
33
25
10

754

2, 923
1,86)

544
2,004
3,967
609
347
391
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FOURTH DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Henry W. Wessells.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Lewis C. Hunt.

85th New York.
92d New York.
96th New York.
lOlst Pennsylvania.
103(1 Pennsylvania.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Thomas G. Stevenson.

10th Connecticut."
24th Massachusetts.

'

44th Massachusetts.
5th Rhode Island.

FIFTB DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Henry Prince.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. F. B. Spinola.

1.58th Pennsylvania.
168th Pennsylvania.
ITlst Permsylvania.
175th Pennsylvania.

Second Brigade.

Col. James Jourdan.

3d Massachusetts.
8th Massachusetts.

132d New York.
158th New York.

AETILLEBY.

Brig. Gen. J. H. Ledlie.

3d New York (twelve companies).

"

23d New York Battery.
24th New York Battery.
1st Rhode Island, Battery F.
1st U. S., Battery C.

TJNSTTAOHED.

3d New York Cavalry, Col. S. H. Mix.
1st North Carolina (Union).

War Department,
Washington, May 1, 1863—1 p. m.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. :

We find it impossible to send you another regiment now. Every
available man is employed. I think the siege of Suffolk will very soon
be raised.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in-Chief.

May'1, 1863—7.30 p. m.
Major-General Peck, Suffolk, Va.:

Hood's and Pickett's divisions, of Longstreet's corps, are in our front

;

so reported by deserters and prisoners captured to-day. This will leave

nothing of Longstreet's command in your front but Eansom, if he is

DANL. BUTTEEFIBLD,
Major- General, Chief of Staff.

* The larger portion of regiment detached in the Department of the South.
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Suffolk, Va., May 1, 1863.

General D. Butteefield, Army of the Potomac

:

There may be portions of Longstreet's troops with your opponents.
If so, they are the first installments. Deserters and contrabands who
came in yesterday from Hood's and Pickett's divisions agree in all

points with others that have fallen into our hands. The pickets of

Corse, Garnett, and Law are on all the roads now. There have been
heavy rains here for a few days. Longstreet had two railroads in about
16 miles of his line.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

(Sent by General Butterfield to General Hooker 11.45 p. m.)

Fort Monroe, May 1, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck:
Among the many marvels of this war are the impossibility on our

part of getting information as to the enemy and the facility with which
he ascertains everything as to us. I allude especially to General But-
terfield's dispatch to you stating that Hood's and Pickett's divisions

are in front of the Army of the Potomac.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., May 1, 1863.

General Dix: *

There may be some regiments of Longstreet's on their way. Prob-
ably they are the first Installments. His line was only about 15 or 16
miles from his two railways. If so, it shows that the rebels knew of
Hooker's moves before we did. Deserters and contrabands came in

yesterday, giving the same reports as heretofore, and appear entitled
to full credit. If Lee has called for him his necessities must be pressing.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Suffolk, May 1, 1863.
Major-General Dix:
Have just examined one of the deserters of Garnett's brigade, re-

cently from North Carolina. He says about what all have said from
the outset as to the force and design. His captain said Longstreet
would try to take Suffolk, and that he had telegraphed for re-enforce-
ments.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Netcport News, Va., May 1, 1863.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, U. S. A.,
Commanding Department of North Carolina :

General : I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt at the hands of
Captain Gouraud of your communication of April 25.
The proposition regarding Smith's Island has been submitted to the
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Navy Department, which has expressed its approval, providing the
necessary co-operating force is furnished from the army. The Depart
ment informs me that it has unofficial information that Major-General
Halleck promises to suggest to you to assist in any way you can, with
the force under your command, in carrying out this object. I have
ventured to send a copy of your letter to the Navy Department, with
the expression of my hope that the War Department would find it ex-
pedient to furnish you with means sufficient to undertake and success-
fully accomplish so desirable a work. I hope that you will soon be
supplied with the necessary means to enable you to communicate to me
your readiness to put the project into execution. I will be prompt as
far as my means will allow to render all proper naval assistance.
With many thanks for the cordial manner in which you have met the

proposition, and with many hopes for your success in the movement on
Kinston, I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Eear-Admiral, Gomdg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, Ya., May 1, 1863.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Fostee, U. S. A.,
Commanding Department of North Carolina :

Geneeal : I had the honor to receive on the 27th ultimo your in-

teresting and instructive communication of the 22d ultimo, giving your
views respecting the occupation of posts within the limits of your com-
mand.

It was only in connection with the occupation of such posts by the
Navy, as a part of their defense, that the subject claimed my official at-

tention.

I meant in my communication of the 17th to refer only to positions

in the Sounds of North Carolina, and not to Fort Macon and Beau-
fort Harbor, the defense of which, and of Hatteras Inlet, is of obvious

necessity.

As to Eoanoke Island, I suppose it best that the abandoned rebel

works there should be razed and the obstructions in Croatan Sound
removed. Then such observation or police as would prevent any at-

tempts at reconstruction might answer ; but even if reoccupied by the

enemy we could, if there were not too many other places to guard, con-

centrate and dislodge them. But this position does not receive naval

occupation at present, and therefore is only referred to in view of future

demands. Your views in respect to New Berne, Washington, and Ply-

mouth possess great force. They would require considerable military

defenses, however, to accomplish all you have in view. They are sickly

places ; Plymouth especially.

The enemy can build gunboats on the Tar above Washington, and

on the Eoanoke above Plymouth, though their facilities would be bet-

ter at the towns if they held them.

The question with us is how many places can we profitably hold, com-

paring the advantages with the expense of possession. We do not hold

Elizabeth City, Edenton, Hertford, Winfield, &c., nor does the enemy

derive any visible advantage from having access to them.

My general view of our policy is to take places which the enemy has

fortified ; to level his works of defense, and then to leave these places as
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they were before the rebellion, unless they are of particular military im-

portance, in which case they would require and justify proper defenses.

Where a place is held it seems to me that the military occupation

ought to be as complete as practicable in itself; and when this cannot
be done the occupation becomes one of questionable propriety to the

extent that gunboats are permanently needed for its defense.

I do not desire or attempt to interfere with your military plans, and
I fully appreciate the good spirit in which you favor me with your views.

It is certainly my wish and purpose to co-operate heartily with you.

I shall be glad if this interchange of ideas will lead to such an examina-

tion of the subject as will show in connection with each necessary mili-

tary occupation precisely what kind and extent of naval force is re-

quired in the Sounds. It appears to me that the naval part of our policy

there is to have such a force as can co-operate in expeditions with the

army, and in the mean time, by cruising and as guard vessels, preserve

the blockade and the police of the waters.

Should the enemy build gunboats on the rivers above the towns the

naval force should be suflacient to destroy his vessels before they unite

or after they have combined.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

8. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear- Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Generai. Orders, » Headquarters District op the Pamlico,
No. 5. ] Washington, N. C, May 1, 1863.

I. Pursuant to orders from the Headquarters of the Department of

North Carolina it is hereby announced that the lines are closed. No
ingress or egress can be permitted, and no trade whatever with persons
living beyond the lines.

All persons who have taken the oath of allegiance are hereby warned
against any unauthorized communication with persons residing within
the enemy's lines, by letter or otherwise.

* * * • * • «

By order of Brig. Gen. Henry Prince

:

S. W. WALDEON, Jr.,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral.

War Department,
Washington, D. C, May 2, 1863—10 a. m.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

Measures should be taken to ascertain the force of the enemy in front
of Suffolk. If, as is supposed, the mass of Longstreet's troops has joined
Lee, the demonstration agreed upon should be immediately made.

H. W. HALLECK,
Qeneral-in- Chief.

Mat 2, 1863.

Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief

:

A demonstration was made on the enemy's line yesterday, which
brought out a considerable force. An attack was to have been made
on one of the batteries last night, but was probably postponed for want



Chap. XXX.] COEEESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 683

of boats to be brought from Norfolk. Every effort will be made to
ascertain promptly his strength. I telegraphed General Peck on the
subject last night, after my return from Suffolkjin consequence of a
dispatch from General Butterfield stating that Hood's and Pickett's
divisions were reported on General Hooker's front. I have just re-

ceived a dispatch from General Peck in which he says deserters from
Pickett's division state that they saw Pickett yesterday and that no
brigades have gone from Longstreet's command. They received orders
to be ready to move last night, but the orders were countermanded.
One of the deserters—a Texan—says that Hood was there yesterday.
Jenkins' division is before Suffolk. I will direct General Peck to make
a reconnaissance in force and will be ready to make the movement re-

ferred to by you promptly.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Headqtjaetees Aemy of the Potomac,
May 2, 1863—11.30 a. m.

General E. D. Ketes, Torlctown, Va.:

Our cavalry ought yesterday or to-day to have been in rear of enemy,
on the Eichmond and Fredericksburg road, at its crossing of the Pa-
munkey or in that vicinity, and have destroyed it. Use every possible

means to get any information, and telegraph it to us and oblige. Things
are very lively here now.

DANL. BUTTEEFELD,
Major- General and Chief of Staff.

May 2, 1863.

Major-General Hookee, Army of the Potomac

:

Deserters from Pickett's division state that they saw Pickett on the

1st and that no brigades have gone from Longstreet's command. They
received orders to be ready to move last night, but the orders were

countermanded. One of these is a Texan, who states that Hood was

here yesterday. Jenkins' division is here.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Headquaetees aemt of the Potomac,
May 2, 1863—11.10 a. m.

Major-General Peck, Suffolk, Va., and
Colonel Kelton, Assistant Adjutant- General, Washington, D. C:

Two deserters here from Pickett's division. Left him on the Black-

water April 30, and no signs of a movement then.^ '

DANL. BUTTEEFIELD,
Major- General, Chief of Staff.

May 2, 1863.

General Btitteefield, Army of the Potomac:

Let me ask explanation of the last clause—no signs of a movement

then Does that refer to Longstreet's move or General Hooker's ?

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.
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May 2, 1863—6.40 p. m.

Major-General Peck:
The last clause referred to movements of their -divisions in front of

you, meaning that there were no signs of these divisions in your front

moving, as we understood it. The deserters have gone to Washington.

We are in full movement and have been for some time.

DANL. BUTTERFIELD,
Major-General, Chief of Staff.

FoET MoNKOE, May 2, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck:
The children [cavalry] of the Army of the Potomac were to have cut

the railroad at the Pamunkey, half way from Fredericksburg to Rich-

mond, yesterday. Watch the enemy closely to-night and make a re-

connaissance in force to-morrow morning.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., Ma%j 2, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

I organized a command before the reception of your dispatch cover-

ing your suggestions. But the telegram from Butterfield to the effect

that no movement had been made here on the 30th agrees with all the

evidences up to this time. Did they cut the line ?

JOHI^ J. PECK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
May 2, 1863—8.15 p. m.

Major-General Peck, Suffolk, Va.

:

Our latest and most reliable information from Richmond is as follows.

Am inclined to the belief that this will prove true

:

Our friend just returned. The works around Kichmond are most formidable. At
Meadow Bridge and Meclianicsville route they are intended for field artillery. No
guns in position. At Eichmond are the City Battalion and some artillery. Twenty-.
seven hundred rations issued to troops in Richmond in active service. General Wise
has 5,000 on the Peninsula. Longstreet has three divisions at Suffolk. When they
left Lee they were each 8,000 strong. Their effective force, all told, not over 15,000
men D. H. Hill is ordered from Washington to re-enforce Longstreet's corps. He
may, however, take Longstreet's place at Suffolk and Lee may be re-enforced by
Longstreet.

DANL. BUTTERFIELD,
Chief of Staff.

Suffolk, Va., Slay 2, [1863,]

Via Fort Monroe, Va., May 4, 1863—12.30 a. m.
General Butteefielb,

Chief of Staff, Headquarters Army of the Potomac :

It is important to arrive at correct conclusions regarding Longstreet's
force. You say three divisions left Fredericksburg with 24,000. My
information from more than 100 individuals has been that his force was
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28,000 to 30,000. One of the spies, who has spent weeks in their camps,
supplied a list of that army, as well as Lee's, and 28,000 was the figure
on April 1. He has enforced the conscription most vigorouslj'- in sev-
eral counties, not heretofore visited, on this side of the Blackwater.
He has been joined by 4,000 from Hill, and perhaps more ; but the ad-
vance of Hooker will soon force him to the river. His men are ready
to go at a moment's warniug.

JOHN J. PECK,

(Copy to General Halleck.)
Major- General.

May 2, 1863.
General Dix:

The papers from the other line have the idea that Longstreet is up
there and this was a foraging expedition. This correction proves that
my limited sources of information have been better than General
Hooker's for many weeks. General Longstreet has his own campaign
and will not give it up until compelled to do so. The people at Wash-
ington should understand the nature of this siege of twenty-two days.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Stitfolk, Va., May 2, 1863—8.50 p. m.
General Dix:

By a later dispatch from General Butterfield it is now understood
that no troops have left my front. It is now reported to me that a
train arrived at sunset and that troops were seen about the railway

station.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

May 2, 1863.

General Dix:

Eichmond Enquirer of 30th has a column on Hooker's advance and

the adjunct by way of Suffolk. It thinks that " Longstreet has broken

up the camp of negro-stealing Yankees, destroyed the command, and

thereby inflicted a fatal blow to Hooker, involving a change of his plans."

JOHN J. PECK.
Major-General.

Hdqrs. Dept. of Vieginia, Seventh Army Coeps,
Fort Monroe, Va., May 2, 1863.

Actg. Kear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blocltading Squadron

:

Admiral : Your letter of the 29th ultimo contains some references

to affairs on the Nansemond which concern the immediate commander

there more nearly than myself, and a copy will be forwarded to him.

I desire to acknowledge, as I always have, the readiness with which

my calls on you for aid have been answered. In regard to differences

of opinion between us concerning our respective duties I have done all
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in my power to confine the knowledge of them to those immediately
around me and my ofBcial superiors. How difficult it is to carry out
such a purpose in this country of free discussion I need not suggest to
you. My own public conduct in this department has in more instances
than one been criticised in a most unjust and offensive manner by
a correspondent whom I knew, but as it did not affect any public
interest I did not notice it, although I have sent three out of the depart-
ment—two for giving military information and one for interference with
officials. In regard to the newspaper article referred to by you, the mo-
ment my attention was called to it (for I rarely read correspondents'
letters) the reputed author was advised that he had been guilty of a
great impropriety in using the words "highest authority," which was
explained to be a common phrase among newspaper correspondents,
importing that the statement was made on undoubted information. He
was also advised that the remarks in regard to yourself were strongly
disapproved by me, and on both points I was assured that there would
be no cause for complaint hereafter.

The last paragraph of your letter, advising me that Lieutenants Lam-
son and Gushing were authorized in their discretion to go into the Upper
Nansemond and co-operate with my forces there against the enemy, is

all I can ask, and 1 know that the spirit and gallantry those officers

have exhibited on all occasions will insure to us all the aid it is possible
to afford.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHF A. DIX,
Major- General,

Special Ordees, ) Hdqes. of the Army, Adjt. Gen.'s Office,
No. 200. j Washington, May 2, 1863.

III. Erig. Gen. Isaac J. Wistar, U. S. Volunteers, will report to Ma-
jor-General Dix, commanding, &c., Fort Monroe, Va., for assignment to
duty at Suffolk, Va.
By command of Major- General Halleck

:

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Fort Monroe, Va., May 3, 1863—8 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief :

I have just returned from Suffolk. General Getty crossed the Nan-
semond, near General Peck's headquarters, to-day, with 5,000 men. He
was in front of the enemy's intrenchments, 2 miles back. A strong dem-
onstration will be made on the enemy's right flank to-morrow morning.
In the action in front of our center the day before yesterday we lost 7
killed and 20 wounded. The enemy acknowledge 33 killed and a large
number wounded. We cannot ascertain and do not think any of his
troops have been withdrawn. To-morrow we shall be able to judge
better of his strength.

JOHN A. DIX,
Mcyor-Oeneral.
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YoRKTOWN, May 3, 1863—12 noon.

Major-General Butterfibld :

I learn that the enemy have left the White House on the Pamunkey.
They have planted torpedoes there in the river. I cannot learn whether
the bridge has been destroyed.

E. D. KEYES,
Major-General.

*

May 3, 18G3.
General Dix:

Garnett's and Benning's brigades joined, from Carolina, and Keni
per's is on the way from near Gatesville. Longstreet's plans and ar
rangements were all for permanent occupation. He designed to push
the siege, and Hooker's move and my preparation only prevented. His
force was over 30,000. When he can he will return with the s«me end
in view.
Wounded yesterday.

PECK,
Major-General.

Fort Monroe, May 3, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck:

I saw Admiral [Lee] last evening on the Nansemond. He expressed

the opinion that there had at no time been a large force at Suffolk

—

not over 20,000—and that the enemy had only a few movable guns. I

have no doubt it is from him that the views which seem to prevail in

Washington have been derived. I think I shall be with you to-day.

Will advise you as soon as I get my mail.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Fort Monroe, Va., May 3, 1863.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok,
General-in- Chief

:

I have just received the following dispatch from General Peck.

From my personal observation to-day I am satisfied that the conclu-

sion he and the other general officers named came to is right. Our

loss will probably reach 60 in killed and wounded

:

The reconnaissance in force has been pushed up very close to the enemy's main line

of intrenchmente, which is strong and flanked by .artificial and natural obstructions.

It is evident that he has considerable force massed there, and means to make a strong

ticht if pressed. It cannot be attacked without a greater loss than I can attord at

this time Mv position is secure now, and in crossing the river on a single bridge to

fiirht a battle on his gronnd much risk is assumed. Those views are entertained by

Generals Getty and Gordon. The troops have been under fire nearly all day, and be-

haved with great spirit and gallantry, and I shall withdraw them probably during

the nieht At this time 42 wounded are reported. I regret to say that Colonel Rin-

gold, of the 9ne hundred and third New York, was twice wounded. He is an officer

of much merit.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General, Commanding.



688 NOETH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIKGINIA. [Chap. XXX.

Sunday, May 3, 1863.

Major-General Foster:

My Deae General : My official letter, May 1, briefly and rather
hastily gives my views on the public points noticed in your unofficial
favor of the 22d ultimo.

I am sure you will not misunderstand my motives. I am subject to
so many calls for aid which I have not to give and for service which I
cannot render that I must try and And out just what is or should be
required of me and to try to do it. If I had only time to lay before
you the quantity and kinds of demands made on me here you would
laugh outright if they were not so earnest and provoking.
One point requires a word of explanation from me to you. My im-

pression is that I twice had some conversation with you respecting
naval occupations (resulting from army occupations) in the Sounds.
Some of the views you now write you expressed to me at New Berne. I

expressed my views fully to Townsend and I think to Davenport and
Flusser. This Townsend recollects, and says Davenport thinks he recol-

lects some conversation between you and myself about it. It may be
that I said less to you than to others after hearing your views, for then
as now I was impressed by what you said.

If the occupation of Washington and Plymouth would facilitate in-

stead of clogging your operations, of which you are the best judge,
you are right to hold them. But I should like to have the military
occupation made as complete as possible so as to lessen or dispense
with the stationary naval force at each i)oint.

I meant to add to my official letter to you that I hope you will be at
liberty with the Dirigo to have the obstructions in the river at Wash-
ington removed. Such impediments should be removed everywhere.
The army is less hampered by limits than the navy I believe, especially
in war.

I was sorry to hear you were not quite well. Hope your ailment was
slight. Please present my most respectful compliments to Mrs. Foster,
and believe me, very truly, yours,

S. P. LEE.

P. S.—General Halleck cannot give you the troops for that island. I
am very sorry it is so.

I have been obliged to write in great haste to save this good chance
for Beaufort. We place no dependence in the canal mail now.

FoET Monroe, Va.,
May 4, 1863—10.30 a. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in-Chief

:

A few hours after the fight yesterday the enemy commenced his re-
treat. We are in pursuit. He was re-enforced on Saturday by Ben-
ning's brigade from North Carolina and Kemper's is on the way, hav-
ing crossed the Chowan near Gatesvillc. 1 shall make the movement
agreed upon with you at once. Longstreet Las over 30,000 men.

JODN A. DIX,
Mojor-General.
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FoET Monroe, Va., May 4, 1863.
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,

Oeneral-in- Chief

:

General Peck says Longstreet's line of rifle-pits and batteries is not
less than 10 miles in extent. Batteries are arranged with embrasures
and parapets of 12 or 15 feet thickness. His line was of immense
strength. It encircled Suffolk from the Edenton road to the Nanse-
mond.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- Oeneral.

FoET Monroe, Va.,
May 4, 1863—9 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haxleck,
General-in- Chief

:

Major-General Foster is applying for cavalry, and I understand for
some of mine. I have but 2,600, and can spare none. I have 1,500
at Suffolk, yOO at Williamsburg, and 200 at Norfolk ; besides, General
Hill is on the Blackwater. General Foster will be undisturbed.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

FOET MONEOE, Va.,
May 4,1863—9 p. m.

Major-General Hookee,
Meadquarters Army of the Potomac :

Following just received from General Keyes

:

Lieutenant-Commander Gillis, just returned from near West Point, has learned that
the rebel force from White House and below, and opposite on the Pamunkey, have
been withdrawn to Hanover Court-House. There are troops on this Peninsula, but
how many is not known. Nothing has been learned about bridges except that the

railroad bridge at the White House still stands.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

FoET Monroe, Va.,
May 4, 1863—3.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok,
General-in- Chief

:

1 have just received the following dispatch from General Peck

:

I have in my possession the communication of Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill to General

Longstreet, reporting his arrival at Carrsville, with his entire division 4 miles this

side of CarrsviUe on the 2d, and awaiting his orders.

A telegram from Major Stratton, just received, confirms this. He
says

:

The troops from Carolina were ordered to Suffolk on the 2d, and the wagons to

Franklin. Have just returned from a portion of their center lins, which would have

cost us not less than 2,000 men to have carried. All their lines are strictly in accord-

ance with the rules of a besieging army. Hill may commence operations unless de-

manded elsewhere.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

44 E K—VOL XVIII
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May 4, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

A brigade is ou tins side the Cliowau and Longstreet was re-enforced

on Saturday morning (2d) by General Benning, witli five regiments and
lifteen pieces, atLo crossed the Chowan and marched from Gatesville.

Hood commanded yesterday, and had his division and other troops.

Longstreet was 2 miles back. Providence Church was filled with
wounded. At 9.30 p. m. all his forces save picket lines moved for

Blackwater. He had seven hours the start. Colonel Foster started

with a brigade, battery and some cavalry, and turned up at Leesville

at G a. m., where he has found the enemy. I have cautioned him re-

peatedly against being led off too far. Before troops can reach him
they will be over. He will do all that can be done on that route.

JOHN J. PECK,
3fajor- General.

Suffolk, Va., May 4, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

A telegram from General Getty to the effect that Hood and Ander-
son had seven brigades on the river yesterday, and that at 8.30 orders
were given to retire. We should have had a warm time.

JOHK J. PECK,
Major- General.

FoET Monroe, 3Iay 4, 1863.
Major-General Peck:

The enemy having gone I must have 5,000 men at once, either Mout-
uor.iery's [!] division or any other you choose. Send them to Norfolk.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., May 4, 1803.
General Dix:

It will hardly be advisable, it seems to me, while they are on this side
the river and the results of the pursuit are unknown. It would be sig-
naled to Franklin in an hour or two. Let me have your views. Have
to send Corcoran.

JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General I)ix

:

Major-General.

[May 4, 1863.]

It is my opinion that General Hill is to take Lougstreet's place on
the Blackwater.

If any one goes it must be Gordon, and with the number you stated.
That number is all that ought to be taken under any circumstances.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.
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FoET Monroe, Va., May 4, 18G3.

Major-General Pece, Commanding, SufoUc:

It is not best to iuterrupt the pursuit of the enemy: but our troops
should be recalled the moment the enemy crosses the Blackwater Iwould rather have Gordon or Getty. The movement to be made is an
important one and needs experience in command. But your safety must
be consulted.

.

'

The enemy ^^iU not be likely to return unless Hooker fails.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Fort Monroe, 31ay 4, 1803.

Major-General Peck, Commanding^ Sufolk:

Do yon mean to say that all the forces before Suffolk have moved for
the Blackwater, including Pickett's division ? Advise me as soon as
possible. I do not quite understand your dispatch.

JOHiS- A. DIX,
Major-General.

Port Monroe, May 4, 18C3.
Major-General Peok:

Defer till to-morrow.

JOnX A. DIX,
Major-General.

Port Monroe, May 4, 1SG3.

Major-General Peck, Commanding, ^Suffolk:

Let General Gordon be ready with 0,000 men. The movement must
commence to-morrow. I will advise you. Let General Getty take 110
of the Xinth New York. I may want the rest to save the Third Xew
York—one of the finest regiments in service. Will know in two or
three days.

JOHX A. DIX,
Major-General.

May 4, 1803—about 7 a. m.
Major-General Peck, Suffolk., Va. :

Nothing of positive nature witli regard to Hood and Pickett. Amoug
800 or l,00(i,prisoners yesterday statements to any one talking to them
was to effect that Hood and Pickett were due here last night, and we
should soon hear from them. The most reliable information I have had
is from a deserter, a resident of Orleans County, Xew York, conscripted

in a Louisiana regiment, who stated that on Saturday, while detailed

to the rear, their columns engaged to cook provisions, a force about
equal to two brigades marched by. Conversing with tlie troops he
asked whose they were- They said they were Hood's division. They
are being re-enforced in some measure from below—whether from your
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front or General Keyes' of course I do not know. They had nothing at
Eichmond to send here. We have had heavy fighting here for two or

three days.

DANL. BUTTEEFIELD,
Major- General, Chief of Staff.

jaEADQXJAKTERS AKMY OP THE PoTOMAC,
May 4, 18G3—10.45 a. m.

Major-Geueral Peck, Suffolk, Va.

:

Our cavalry bring information of 15,000 or 20,000 of Longstreet's

forces getting off from the cars at Gordonsville.
DANL. BUTTEEFIELD,

Major- General, Chief of Staff.

StJTFOLK, Ya., May 4, 1863.

Major-Geueral Hookee,
Commanding Army of the Potomac

:

Longstreet was re-enforced by General Benning with five regiments
and fifteen pieces on the 2d. He crossed the Chowan with pontoons.
General Kemper, with another brigade, has also crossed, making three
m all. Hood commanded yesterday, and Longstreet was 2 miles in the
rear with reserves. They suffered. At 9.30 p. m. all his forces moved
by different interior routes for the Blackwater. He has several hours
the start. All his arrangements were for a continual siege of Suffolk.

I was fully prepared for that.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Halleck.)

May 4, 18G3.
Maj. Gen. Joseph Hookee,

Commanding Army of the Potomac :

I have a communication of General Hill to General Longstreet, of
May 2, 1803, in which he reports his arrival with his entire division at
or near Carrsville, and asks for orders. His command was then only
14 miles from Suffolk. This is confirmed by telegraph from South Mills,
N. C. All the troops that crossed the Chowan were ordered to Suffolk
and the sup|iiy trains to Franklin, the depot of the railroad from North
Carolina. Every arrangement was made by the enemy that is called
for by the rules governing a besieging army.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

MA£ 4, 1863.
Major-General Keyes,

Commanding, TorMown :

The enemy commenced his retreat from Suffolk at 9.30 last evening.We are in pursuit. We had a sharp fight yesterday, driving him to his
intrenchments. Our loss about 60.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.
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ToRKTOWN, Va., Ma7j 4, 1863.
Major-General Dix:
The following received a few moments ago from Colonel West:

„ ,
Fort MACRUDEn.

Colonel SUYDAM

:

Intolligence comes to me that cannot be disregarded that the enemy will attack at
daylight or before. I have taken every precaution against Riirprise.

E. M. WEST.
Shall 1 go down to Fort Monroe in the morning ? Please reply im-

mediately.

B. D. KETES,
Major- General.

[General Ketes:]
Come, if the attack is not made.

J. A. D.

Headquarters,
South Mills, K C, May 4, 1863—8.30 a. ni.

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck,
Commanding at Suffollc, Va.

:

General : The rebel forces have left all the country between this

and the Perquimans Elver. Captain Eeynolds was at Sandy Cross at

3 o'clock this morning. Known Union citizens there informed him that

the rebel.infantry left Saturday night at sundown and the cavalry at

daylight on Sunday morning. The infantry had orders to report at

Suffolk, the cavalry at Sunburj', and the wagon train was ordered to

be at the Blackwater to-day (Monday). A man who had come through
from Sunbury stated that the cavalry on arriving at Sunbury received

orders to report at Suffolk. The citizens near Sandy Cross thought that

the rebels were still at Suffolk on Sunday night, say at sundown.
Captain Eoberts and command reached Woodville this morning at 2

o'clock. The enemy (Third North Carolina Cavalry) left there on Satur-

day night at 9 o'clock. Tliey left two or three sick behind, who, to-

gether with several other soldiers were captured by Captain Eoberts.

Captain Eoberts says

:

They seem to have gone iu the direction of Gatcsville. I shall immediately push

forward toward Newby's Bridge and ascertain further particulars.

The bearers of the dispatches from Captain Eoberts say that the en-

emy leftWoodville apparently in considerable haste, according to reports

of citizens.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

PEANKLIN A. STEATTON,
Major, Commanding Detachment at South Mills.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, Va., May 4, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. :

General: In view of Major-General Hooker's present movements

and of the fact that you have a very considerable army in this depart-

ment, say 20,000 troops, and understanding to-night that the enemy has

disai)peared from before Suffolk, I respectfully and earnestly propose to
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you a joiut expedition to take Fort Powliatan, Petersburg, and ijerhaps

Eiclimond. 1 am ready to move at a moment's notice and will co-operate

with you in any and every way possible. My gunboats and a few com-

panies will hold vour posts at Suffolk and Torktown.

The opportunity for striking a great blow is such as rarely presents

itself in the history of nations. 1 am confident you will improve it.

I have the honor, general, io be, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,

Acfg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,

Off N'ewport Neics, Va., May 4, 1863.

Mil). Gen. John A. Uix, U. S. A.,

Gomdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.:

General : I have received your communication of the 2d instant.

Unfounded and unjust newspaper attacks on the Is'avy Department and

myself bv a known correspondent at the fort under your command are

certainly iniurious to the public service, whether they are contradicted

and repelled in the same manner, thus creating controversy between

public officers and exposure of public affairs, or whether they are

allowed to remain unanswered. The discipUne of the Navy does not

sanction a resort to newspapers to remedy a wrong thus wantonly done.

It is wholly inexcusable to resort to newspaper attacks in cases where

an appeal can be taken to and a remedy applied by the Government to

matters affecting the public interests.

The only order I gave for the withdrawal of the gunboats froni the

Upper ^'a^lsemond was on the l!)th, when I sent the fleet captain to

Suffolk to communicate with the authorities and withdraw the gunboats

if practicable. This order was revoked the same day at the instance of

General Peck by an order sent by me through your headquarters in a

disjiatch to General Peck. When that order was given you had been

re-enforced largely; you had just provided military defenses for the

right bank of the Upper Isfansemond; tbe improvised little gunboats

were not a sufficient or necessary defense there and were much wanted

elsewhere and their communications were interrupted by a battery in

a strong earthwork, which had cut up several of them badly, killed or

wounded a large per cent, of their small crews, wliilst two detachments

of troops according to the official reports to me had failed to co-operate

with Lieutenant Lamsou to take the battery and raise the blockade.

On the afternoon of the 19th efQcient support (by General Getty in

person) was given to Lieutenant Lamson's plan, and he landed the 300

troops close to and in rear of the battery, and, aided by them, got his

four navy field-pieces up the bank and taking the enemy's battery in

reverse stopped their attempt to turn it on our troops, who gallantly

dashed in and easily took it. The surprise was complete.

ZSText day, the 20th, General Peck abandoned this earthwork, the rear

to which in the mean time had been strengthened by our troops. This
evacuation was earnestly resisted by Lieutenants Oushiag and Lamson,
and obliged the latter to drop down a few hundred yards from the bat-

tery and just below the bar which it commanded. Thus General Peck
and not myself caused the gunboats to withdraw.
My subsequent orders to Lieutenant Lamsou did not ])revent but re-

quired this gallant and willing young oificer to render the army all

practicable assistance. I should mention that I not only revoked my
order of the 19th to Captain Crosby before it was executed and before
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i.be battery was takeu (as General Peck well knows, because it was
in my telegram to him in answer to one from him), but when the bat-
tery was taken I immediately informed General Getty that I cordially
allowed the boats to remain. In view of the exertions I had made to
equip and maintain a little flotilla to aid you whilst you were perfecting
your defenses, of the service that, flotilla had rendered you, and your
knowledge that its withdrawal from above the battery, though neces-
sary and proper, was not by my order, you must feel "^that the assault
made on me by the well-known correspondent at the fort, who gave
point to his attack by declaring that he was reflecting your feelings,
was most unwarrantable.

This correspondent, in the same inspired communication (for in that
light he has presented his reflections to the public), also charges me
with being at fault for the reoccupation by the rebels of their aban-
doned earthworks, called Fort Powhatan, in the upper part of James
River. This reoccupation was a military act done in your department.
When Colonel Ludlow informed me of it on his return down James
River in a flag of truce I did not wait for you to ask me to co-operate,
but I went immediately to confer with you on the subject. Your reply
was that you could do nothing ; that the enemy was on this side of the
Blackwater in greater force than yourself; but you asked me if I could
not shell them out. I confess that I was a little surprised at this ex-

pectation, in view of the failure, from want of army co-operation, of a
better force than I had to shell the enemy out of Fort Darling, which
had no rebel navy to support it.

The reoccupation of Fort Powhatan was the easy and natural effort

of the enemy, who had remained in possession of the Blackwater in

front of Suffolk (between Suffolk and Fort Powhatan) for the last eight

months. Where aji active enemy holds military possession of a countrj-

in force he may not only reoccupy his forts on his river front, but he
may, where there is no military interference, build forts on the bluffs of

the river where he had none before. One of our gunboats, as j)roposed,

or several of them, aided by the one iron-clad I then had, could not
have driven him from Fort Powhatan after he had reoccupied it.

Under the circumstances of this case the unfounded and injurious

assaults made by a correspondent at the fort, who is under your imme-
diate authority and who professedly writes from military intelligence

communicated to him there, it seems both proper and decent that his

unfounded charges against the Navy Department and myself should be

publicly corrected by the same authority under which he claimed and

is understood by the public to write.

The current duties of the squadron require and receive my first atten-

tion. It is only when they are disposed of that I can give attention to

matters even of this interest.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

IIdqrs. Dept. of ViEaiNiA, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, May 4, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Fosteu :

My Dear General : General Naglee is here. I have no cavalry to

spare, as I have an important movement to make.

We had a sharp fight at Suffolk yesterday; our loss nearly 70 ; the

enemy's not known.
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Last night Longstreet's whole force fell back to the Blackwater.
General D. H. Hill arrived on the Blackwater at Carrsville the day

before yesterday. General Peck has his communication of the 2d in-

stant reporting his arrival there to General Longstreet.
Ton can ha^•e scarcely anything left to oppose you in North Carolina.
Gamett's brigade arrived at Suffolk more than a week ago.
Hooker has moved and has been fighting.

The enemy will concentrate his whole force between Eichmond and
Fredericksburg.

In haste, very truly, yours,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oeneral.

Hdqrs. Outposts, Camp Fifty-eighth Eegt. Pa. Vols.,
3Iay 4, 1863.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps:

Sir : I have the honor to report, on the information of my patrol, that
the enemy have reestablished their posts on Core Creek; also that
they were burning or endeavoring to burn the railroad bridge yester-

day afternoon.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
J. EICHTEE JONES,

Colonel Fifty-eighth Begiment, Commanding Outposts.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport Neics, Va., May 4, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,
Gomdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

General : In view of the recent sudden and extraordinary calls
made upon me for naval defense of military lines and positions I con-
sider it to be my duty to request you to inform me what military posts
or occupations in your department require, in your judgment, naval
defense, for what reason, and to what extent.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport Neics, May 5, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

General
: In your communication to me of the 2d instant you say

:

lu regard to differences of opinion between us concerning our respective duties Ihave done all m my power to confine the knowledge of them to those immediatelv
around me and my oiBcial superiors.

I will thank you to let me know what are the " differences of opinion
between us concerning our respective duties," to which you refer.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Eear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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Hdqrs. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., May 5, 1863.

Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron

:

Admiral : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 4th instant requesting me to inform you what " military posts or
occupations " in my department, require, in my judgment, " naval de-
fense, for what reason, and to what extent."

I have the pleasure of furnishing the desired information

:

1st. Fort Monroe, the importance of which as a key to the Chesa-
peake Bay and its tributaries it is unnecessary to state to you. We
need no naval defense there beyond what might be furnished in case of
emergency by your fleet at Newport News.

2d. Norfolk. This positionwas occupied, and I will say also every other
position held by me was in the occupation of our forces before I took
command of this military department. The especial object in view on
the part of the Government in holding Norfolk I suppose to be to de-
prive the enemy of a means of annoyance. He might build vessels
there and send them out at favorable moments to molest us, as he did
on former occasions. Two other very essential objects are to keep open
our internal line of communication between the departments of Vir-
ginia and North Carolina, and to have a naval depot where our numer-
ous steamers on the Lower Chesapeake and its tributaries can be re-

paired without being sent to Baltimore or Washington on any sudden
emergency or in case of any common casualty. I think there should be
two gunboats in Norfolk Harbor.

3d. Suffolk is held to cover Norfolk, insure the inland communica-
tion to Albemarle Sound, and to keep the enemy at a distance. We
have had two gunboats there, the Stepping Stones, one of yours, and
the West End. I have armed the Smith Briggs, and if the Stepping
Stones is needed elsewhere her services can be dispensed with.

4th. Yorktown. This post is considered important to give us the
control of the Peninsula up to that point, keeping the enemy from com-
ing below it, and commanding the Tork Eiver in case we need it for the

movement of troops. It would be desirable to have two gunboats
there, as the occupation of Gloucester, on the other side, follows that of

Yorktown.
5th. Williamsburg is occupied as an outpost of Yorktown for the

purpose of preventing the enemy from approaching the latter and an-

noying us with field guns and small-arms of long range and of watching
his movements a* tightly as possible up the Peninsula. This position

is not susceptible of naval defense, and it is only referred to from its

relation to Yorktown to give you a complete view of the subject.

Cth. I am about to occupy West Point to cut ofi' the enemy's commu-
nication with Matthews and Gloucester Counties, and as a position

from which a flank movement can be made, in case of emergency, on the

enemy's forces at Richmond if he should be assailed from the north or

south. It is at the confluence of two rivers, and two gunboats are very

desirable.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.
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Hdqes. Dept. of Virginia, Seyenth Army Corps,
Fort Blonroc. Va., May 5, 18G3.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlajitic Blockading Squadron:

ADMIRAL: I have had the honor to receive your letter of yesterdaj%

proposing a co operation of the army and navy forces iinder your com-
mand and mine, "to take Fort Powhatan, Petersburg, and perhaps
liichmond," supposing that your gunboats and a few companies can hold

the posts of Suflblk and Torktown. My movable force is comparatively
small and entirely inadequate to the great object referred to, nor would
it be safe to depend on your gunboats and a few companies to hold

Suffolk and Yorktown. Only the river front at Sufiblk could be protected
by your guns, leaving the other lines, several miles in extent, to be de-

fended by a few companies. The same observation is applicable in a

more forcible manner to Yorktown. JSTeither of these positions, with the

large amount of guns and ordnance stores in both, can be safely left

without a strong garrison.

1 may add in regard to Suffolk that the enemy is in force on the Black-

water ; that his abandoned works are very heavy and extensive, showing
his designs to be permanent occupation, and that we may expect the
investment to be renewed as soon as the emergency which has led to

his withdrawal shall have passed by.

You will remember that I called your attention in an interview with
you several weeks ago to the fact that the enemy were at work at Fort
Powhatan, and expressed an earnest desire that some of your guuboars
tihould drive him away before any guns were mounted. My last advices
are iliiit he is now occupying it with considerable force. I should be
most liai)py to co-operate with you if I had a sufficient number of dis-

posable men under my control to insure the object, but all the troops I

can spare are required for another movement, which has already com-
menced.

If Fort Powhatan could be reduced I could not be assisted by you in

an attack on Petersburg or Richmond, except to cover my supplies to
City Point, as the Appomattox is not navigable up to the foruier city,

and from thence to the latter the movement would be made at a distance
from the James Eiver, the most important part of which is in possession
of the enemy and so obstructed as not to be available for your vessels
without great delay. Moreover my advices are that every mile of the
country between Petersburg and Eichmond is strongly fortified, so nnu^h
so that a very large force would be necessary to reach Eichmond in that
direction.

In the movement I have above referred to as cofhmenccd I will in
another communication ask your aid.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, May 5, 1SG3—evening.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

General : I received this evening your communication of this date.
I have made Lieutenant-Commander Gillis, of the Commodore Morris,
now at Yorktown, acquainted with your object, and instructed him to
give you all the assistance in his power.
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Lientenant-Commander Babcock, in the Morse, accompanied by the
Mystic, is instructed to inform you by 10 a. m. to-morrow of his readi-
ness to accompany the troops to York Eiver, where he will report to
Lieutenant-Commander Gillis.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Gomdg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading iSquadron.

Fort Monroe, Va.,
3Iay 5, 1803—10.30 a, m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief :

I have just received the following from General Peck. I am going to
Sufiblk to send off the expedition referred to heretofore

:

Major Strattou's iuformatioD, from entirely reliable sources, Union and rebel, is
that Lougstreet had over 30,000 before lie was joined by any of Hill's forces. The
enemy hsu\ tJiree entire lines of works where we were on Sunday, and could not have
been carried.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Suffolk, Va., May 5, 1SC3.

Major-General DiX:
During the investment of Longstreet's and Hill's forces we have capt-

ured five pieces of artillery, about 400 prisoners, much camp equipage,
and some rifles. ISTot less than 400 or 500 have deserted from the rebels

;

probably his loss in killed and wounded is about COO, making his total

loss about 1,500.

Our killed is 34 ; wounded, 201 ; and missiug, 14. Total, 240.*

All the morale, prestige, glory, and victory of the twenty-three ilays

belong to our patient and brave men. Besides, they have held the

masses of the euemy around Suiiblk. in order to enable General Hooker
to secure a crowning victory for the Union, and are entitled to a share

of the glory that mav accrue to his arms.
JOHN J. PECK,

3fajor- General.

Fort Monroe, May 5, 1863.

Major-General Peck:
1 am iust leaving for Suffolk.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major General.

New Berne, N. C, May 5, 18C3.

General Halleck,
Commander-in-Chief V. S. Army, Washington, B. C:

General: There are several contingencies likely to occur in the

aflairs of this department which should I think be brought to your notice

more fully than I have or can in fact do in correspondence. I would like

* But see revised statement, p. S88.



700 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Chap. XXX

therefore to run on for a day and lay the whole matter before you, which
I can do very briefly should it meet your wishes to permit me to do so.

Please to telegraph your reply to General Dix, at Fortress Monroe,

where I will have an officer to bring it to me.

Very respectful]v and truly,

J. G. FOSTEE,
Major- Oeneral.

Headqtjaktees Eighteenth Army Corps,
New Berne, N. C, May 5, 1863.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Hali.eck, General-in-Chief U. 8. Army:

General : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of

April 27.

My idea of an attack on Wilmington was to take and hold Smith's

Island as a basis of supplies, &c., and I still incline to so doing, though
information shows that it cannot now be done as easily as it could have
been then, the enemy having established a post there and erected a

battery. (This information is not deemed certain.) I will attempt any-

thing I am directed to, but my opinion is that my force is utterly in-

adequate to accomplish any outside work, and is merely sufficient for

present defense. Information shows that General Hill is still in our

front with his forces (barring one brigade, Garnett's, which I have no
information of), and is threatening. Troops from "Wilmington threaten

Morehead City (our depot of supplies) and the line of the railroad, the

defense of which I have given to General Heckman and his brigade,

2,100 men (my old troops), recently arrived from the Department of the
South. General Heckman has as much as he can do to protect that

line, and I have ordered him to stay and do so. Intercepted corre-

spondence shows the plans somewhat of the enemy and shows the send-

ing of a pontoon train for crossing the White Oak and New Elvers,

necessary to an attack on Morehead. In fact we are threatened at all

points, and though 1 feel perfectly confident at every point I know
that constant vigilance is required and also the presence of every man
now here. If I had 5,000 disposable men I would undertake Smith's
Island, and I think with success ; and in that light let me respectfully
say, though at the risk of seeming importunate (whicli intention, at

least, I disclaim), that if the brigade of Brig. Gen. T. G. Stevenson couhl
be ordered back to me I would be in a position to attack Smith's Island.
General Stevenson's brigade consists of two regiments of my old bri-

gade and three other veteran regiments, and is now in the Department
of the South. Of course to occupy and fortify a post my guns, ordnance
tools, &c., would be necessary, and all that I took down for the Charles-
ton expedition are yet afloat and untouched in Beaufort Harbor. These
would have to be ordered back.

I must in this connection recall to your mind that by the 1st day of
July the effectives in this department will not be more than 5,000 men,
as 500 artillery are now being mustered out, their term of service (two
years) having expired, and in June twelve of my fullest regiments are
to be mustered out, their term of service then expiring (nine months).
This fact shows what I can do with my effective force, and my reasons
for urging the return of some of my troops.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

J. G. FOSTEE,
Major-General, Commanding.
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FoET Monroe, Va.,
Maij G, 1863—10 a. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Generalin- Chief:

I embarked 5,000 men yesterday and last night at Norfolk, and hope
to have them at their destination to-morrow morning. We had a heavy
blow last night, and it is yet too rough for some of our transports. I
was at Sufl'olk yesterdaj'. Over 200 prisoners had been brought in.

They represented forty regiments, three batteries, two independent bat-
talions, and one cavalry regiment. It is not at all probable that in
these captures all the regiments before Suffolk were represented. The
enemy's works, which are very extensive and heavy, indicate continued
occupation. He was building stables. General Peck sends out a cav-

alry force to the Blackwater to-day.

JOHN A. DIX,
3Iajor-General.

FoBT Monroe, May 6, 1863.

Major-General Peck:

I have no news from Washington. This is not encouraging, as the
wires were in operation last night. The enemy have doubtless left the

Blackwater. Trains 3 miles long reached Petersburg last night.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oeneral.

War Department,
Washington, May 6, 1863—3.30 p. m.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Ya.

:

The operation agreed upon between us will not be made till further

orders. Everything will remain as it is till you hear further from
Washington.

H. W. HALLEGK,
General-in- Chief.

YORKTOWN, May 6, [1863J.

Major-General Dix:

Colonel Davis, of the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, with the advance of

his regiment, has arrived at Gloucester Point, having accomplished

fully the orders of General Stoneman. I have sent a cavalry scout up

the Eichmond road to get information of any of our cavalry which

may be coming down. General Stoneman seems not to have been aware

that the enemy have all along had troops on this Peninsula, and Colonel

Davis encountered a regiment of infantry and three pieces at Tunstall

Station. There is still a battery of eight pieces, by all accounts, at or

near New Kent Court-House. Colonel Davis is very anxious to have

a gunboat go up to the Mattapony to look for a detachment of his regi-

ment under Major Bronson.
B. D. KEYES,

Major-Oeneral.
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FoET Monroe, May 6, 1863.

General Gordon, Atlantic Hotel, Norfollc:

I tliiiilc it important, on reflection, that you go up witli the troops. They

will leave at daylight. If anything should delay me it would be very

awkward. The troops should be pushed on to their destination, landed,

and intrenched immediately. The engineer will not be here in time to

leave before 9 or 10 o'clock. The cavalry will be all ready. Captain

Ludlow will furnish a tug at any time you name. I will telegraph him.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

May G, [18C3.]

Major-General Keyes,
Commanding, Yorlctown

:

I think you had better send up a cavalry force toward Diascund

Bridjre, but not a gunboat in the direction now.
^ ' JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

United States Flao-ship Minnesota,
Off Neicport Neics, May C, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, tJ. S. A.,

Commanding Suffolk, Ya.

:

General : Your communication dated the 21st ultimo,* in reply to

mine of the 20th, was received on the 26th.

Squadron duties have prevented an earlier reply to your communica-
tion, which I regret to find is very deficient in candor and professional

comity proper in official correspondence, and reasonably to be expected

from an ofiicer educated at West Point. When naval defense is neces-

•sary for military works a timely requisition from the War or Navy De-
])artmeut for the number and kind of vessels needed therefor should

l)e made, that they may be built or purchased and equipped.

1 am not responsible, as you seem to suppose, for the defense of the

military post at Suftblk, as dependent on the defense of the military

line of the Upper Nansemond, which is a mere creek, unsuited to the

operations of vessels and obviously requiring military defense. Nor
v.as it my fault that such necessary military preparations were not
already made. Heretofore I had a small vessel—the Stepping Stones

—

resembliTig a Norfolk ferry-boat, carrying field pieces on field carriages,

])atrolling that small stream to preserve the blockade and intercept
rebel communications, trade, mails, &c.
When Suftblk was threatened, as General Keyes informed me, by the

enemy, 40,000 strong, with pontoons and heavy artillery (as reported
by deserters all along the lines), urgent calls were made upon me for

gunboats. This call was preceded by equally earnest calls for gunboat
assistance to repel the enemy, who was attacking one and threatening
another military post in the Sounds of North Carolina, which required
all the light draughts provided by the Government for other naval
duty not needed to answer demands at other points, exceiJt the Com-
modore Barney, which J sent to the Nansemond, together with my two
transports, one armed with field pieces and manned by a detachment
from this vessel, the other as a tender, with ammunition, coal, &c., and
three of my small tugs (each armed with two light pieces), thus leaving

* Not found.
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the squadrou without a transport, tender, dis])atch, mail, or picket
boat, save one tug. When on the 14th of April you telegraphed me
that three of the improvised gunboats were disabled, and asked for
more, I obtained temporarily and sent to the Nansemond four tugs,
half the Potomac steam flotilla.

This recital shows what earnest efibrts were made to relieve you. It
must be very apparent to every candid and intelligent professional
mind that had General Longstreet really intended to force a crossiug
of the Upper Nansembnd with the reputed means at his command these
few light pieces, mostly field pieces, on the open decks of a few mer-
chant vessels could not have prevented his doing so there. The same
number of field pieces would have made a better resistance behind
earthworks ashore than on frail little steamers afloat. Hence in my
instructions of the 13th ultimo, sent to Lieutenants Cushiug and Lam-
son that day and night, these views were expressed by me to be com-
municated to you. Your theory therefore that this conviction was the
result of the rough handling the boats received in fighting the enemy's
earthworks on the 14th falls to the ground. It was my manifest duty to
let you know that the Navy had not the means to make the military
defense expected of it. Had I undertaken the defense imposed without
a word of warning as to the sufficiency of the naval means as a substi-

tute for military defense to protect your rear from a real attempt by
the enemy to cross the ISTansemond Creek, the failure that must have
ensued, so disastrous to the army and nation, would have been charged
upon the Navy. I did send Fleet Captain Crosby to Suffolk on the I'Jth

to withdraw the boats if practicable from the Upper Nansemond.
The sittiation was this : You had been largely re-enforced, and had

a gallant army, 22,000 strong, at Suffolk. You had just erected earth-

works and rifle-pits along the right bank of the Nansemond suitable to

its defense. The enemy had made no attempt to cross Nansemond
Creek, the blockade of which he had established. His earthwork at

West Branch, which commanded the bar at the mouth of Nansemond
Creek, had cut off' the communications of the gunboats whilst yours were

open ; had thoroughly disabled one and seriously damaged'three other

boats, besides killing and wounding a large proportion of their small

crews. The enemy's rifle-pits and artillery on the left flank were a se-

rious annoyance to the boats but did not seem to threaten the safety

of the post. Your detachments had twice failed to support Lieutenant

Lamson and capture this battery and raise the blockade (which was

afterwards so easily done), and our transports and tenders were sus-

taining in an unequal and unnecessary contest with the enemy's earth-

works much damage. Nevertheless, when you that day (the 19th) by

telegraph desired the retention of the gunboats in the Upper Nanse-

mond I promptly replied by telegraph and directed Lieutenant Lamson

tljrough you to remain with the boats. You most unfairly omit this

from your statement of the case and go on to charge me with having

withdrawn the gunboats, when the fact is I gave no such orders to do

so after the one I just revoked at your instance and through yon.

(Ju the 20th you ordered this, earthwork, which our troops had held

under the cross-fire of the gunboats and had greatly strengthened, to

be abandoned. Lieutenant Lamson rejTOrted to me that this evacuation,

earnestly opposed by him, obliged him to withdraw the boats from the

Ui)i)er to the Lower Nansemond from just above to just below the bar,

under West Branch Battery and commanded by it a distance of half or

three-quarters of a mile. Thus your orders and not mine occasioned

the withdrawal of the gunboats. In your communication of the 21st

you admit your ability to hold the Nansemond without the boats.



704 NORTH CAEOLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Chap. XXX.

Your reference to what you term Longstreet's " present campaign," as

occasioned by his reoccupation over two months since without interrup-

tion of Fort Powhatan, thus "establishing most firmly his left flank on
James Eiver," is scarcely intelligible. Fort Powhatan is 50 miles in an
air line from Suffolk, whilst the enemy have been permitted to occupy
for the last half year the line of the Blackwater immediately in front of

Suffolk and less than half way in the general direction ofFort Powhatan.
Of course it was easy enough for them to reoccupy their fort in their rear.

It may instruct you to know that as soon as I learned from Colonel

Ludlow that the enemy had reoccupied and was strengthening Fort

Powhatan, a military act performed within the military lines of this

military department, without waiting for General Dix to ask me for naval

co-operation I promptly called on and conferred with him on the subject,

and received his assurance that he could not act, as the enemy was on

the Blackwater in greater strength than he had. It was obvious from

the failure from want of military co-operation in the attack on Fort

Darling, with an iron-clad and gunboat force quite equal to that at my
command, that I could not without military co-operation prevent the

enemy from holding and extending a fort on his river front when he
held in force undisputed military possession of the country around it.

Respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Gomdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

ToEKTOWN, Ya., May 7, 1863.

(Received 8.55 a. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Hallbck, Oeneral-in- Chief

:

1 am on my way to West Point, where all the troops must have ar-

rived with the exception of a battery which has been delayed for trans-

portation and which will be there before night. They would have gone
up last night but for the weather, which was too rough for some of the

small transports. General Keyes and General Gordon are with them.
I ordered the small cavalry force with the expedition to be sent, as soon
as landed, to the White House to try and destroy the railroad bridge.

Colonel Davis, who led the cavalry raid to the neighborhood of Rich-
mond, arrived at Gloucester Point yesterday. Generals Jenkins, Davis,
and Wilcox are on the Blackwater, with their headquarters at Franklin.
We have not yet heard what force is atZuni and Ivor, but hope to learn

to-day. None of Longstreet's force could well have been at Fredericks-
burg on Sunday. It may be now, but if so, by forced marches, the rail-

road communication having been broken.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, May 7, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va. :

General: I have directed Lieutenant-Commander Gillis to detail

the United States steamers Morse and Mystic to give all possible assist-

ance in respect to your proposed occupation of West Point.
Very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Bear-Admiral.
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YoEKTOWN, Va., 31ay 7, 1SC3.

(Eeceived 9.35 a. m., May 8, 18G3.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HAiLEOK,
General-in- Chief

:

I ordered a reconnaissance up tlie Peninsula, above Williamsburg,
yesterday. The enemy have withdrawn from Diascund Bridge, 15 miles
above, where they had 2,000 men, and crossed the Chickahominy. They
have doubtless gone to Richmond.

JOHiSr A. DIX,
Major- General.

SuFFOLt, May 7, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

Have ordered a court of inquiry in the Corcoran-Kimball afl'air.

Generals Jenkins, Davis, and Wilcox have the Lower Blackwater,
headquarters at Franklin, with a full divisiou. What is above at Black-
water Bridge, Zuni, and Ivor I am not advised, but probably one of
Hill's divisions. All the people outside state that the generals told

them the army would remain all summer, and raising crops was out of

the question near the lines.

JOHI^J^ J. PECK,
Major- General.

FoET MoNEOE, Va., May 7, 1863.

Major-General Keyes,
Commanding, Yorldoicn

:

The batteries are on board the John Bice ; the spades and pickaxes

on board a tug towing a float for a temporary wharf ; materials and

workmen for repairing the old wharf accompany the expedition, with

25,000 rations, forage, &c.
Everything has been provided for. Push on the moment the trans-

ports arrive. Land and send your cavalry out at once to destroy the

railroad bridge over the Pamunkey at White House. They should

move rapidly, but circumspectly, as there may be enemy's troops after

the dispersed Illinois cavalry. The Spaulding, with General Gordon,

will be behind. Do not wait for her ; she is faster than some of the

other transports and will overtake you.

You should leave Yorktown by 8 o'clock if possible.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

FOKTKESS MoNEOE, Va., May 7, 1863.

Major-General Keyes :

Commanding, Yorlctown :

Five thousand infantry have gone, besides the batteries. I fear one

of the latter will not be up till 3 p. m. You had better push on the

moment the infantry gets up.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

45 E K—VOL XVIII



706 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIKGINIA. [Chap. XXX

FoET Monroe, May 7, 1863.

General Goedon, YorUown:
(To be sent on board the Spaulding the moment she arrives.)

The cavalry will have gone ere you reach Yorktown. Push on to your

destination. General Keyes has gone on to send off the cavalry at once

to destroy the railroad bridge of which I spoke, and will see to the

landing till you arrive. He will command the movement at present. I

hope to be up by 3 p. ni. After you left I found it was necessary, to

push up rapidly. A float for temporary wharf, materials for repairing

the old one, intrenching tools, and all necessary supplies have gone. I

am {•;aTious that you should reach the point of landing as soon as the

maffl of your division.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

YOEKTOWN, Va., 3Iay 7, 1863—7 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief:

The forces sent up the York Eiver this morning have effected a land-

ing at West Point wit iiout opposition. No appearance of any enemy in

that quarter.
EUFUS KING,

Brigadier- General, Commanding Post.

West Point, Va., May 7, 1863—7 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief.

Our troops are all landed and in position. A small party of rebel

CE.valry was found here. We took 5 prisoners and lost 1 of our lieuten-

ants, kiUed. On one of the prisoners found Eichmond papers this morn-
ing. Eailroad communication between Fredericksburg and Richmond
was re-established yesterday (6th), a train of wounded having arrived at
Eichmond from Guiney's Station, 12 miles from Fredericksburg. They
acknowledge a loss of 7,000 or 8,000. It is officially stated that General
Hooker is at United States Ford, holding a strong position, well in-

trenched, and receiving heavy re-enforcements. General McGowan is

reported severely wounded. Generals Hill and Heth are on duty again.
Ninety-two of Colonel Davis' (Stoneman's) cavalry are with him at Glou-
cester. Dispatch from Tullahoma (5th), says that General Forrest has
captured 1,000 Yankees near Eome, Ga., arms, horses, &c.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

YoEKTOWN, Va., May 7, 1863.
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War

:

Colonel Kilpatrick, with the Harris Light Cavalry and Twelfth Illinois

Cavalry, have just arrived at Gloucester Point, having accomplished
the object of their mission fully and most gallantly. They pursued the
enemy to within 3 miles of Eichmond, and destroyed a largo amount of
property and bridges. General Dix and General Keyes left this morn-
ing for West Point.

EUFUS KING,
Brigadier- General.
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Hdqes. Dept. op Vieginia, Seventh Aemy Cokps,
On the Torlc Biver, above Yorlctoicn, May 8, 1863—10 a. m.

Major-General Halleck, General-in- Chief :

I received your dispatch of the Cth at 2 o'clock this morning. The
rapidity of my movements had, as you were advised, anticipated it.

But I will hold my transportation subject to your orders, and no incon-
venience can result, as the troops can move more rapidly from their
present position than from Suffolk if they are needed on the Eappa-
hannock or even on the James Eiver.
The enemy left Suffolk Sunday night. Our troops were in pursuit on

Monday. On Monday night I ordered the movement agreed on. The
troops were thrown across the railroad to Norfolk and embarked, and
had reached Fort Monroe on Wednesday morning, with tbe exception
of two batteries which marched. Wednesday we were detained by
a heavy blow. On Thursday the troops were pushed up to West Point,
the wharf repaired, and they were in position and partially intrenched
before dark. I sent up materials for repairing the wharf and intrench-
ing tools with the expedition. Nothing was omitted. Brigadier-Gen-
eral Gordon was in command of the troops before Wednesday night. 1

ordered Major-General Keyes to take 100 cavalry—all he could spare

—

and go up himself. He conducted the landing with good judgment
and great promptness, and I joined him with Major Stewart, my chief

engineer, before the landing was completed and shortly after he and
General Gordon had commenced putting the troops in position IJ miles

from the wharf on a well-chosen and very defensible line.

Tbe cavalry, under Major Hall, of the Sixth New York, agreeably to

my previous order, pushed on at once to White House and destroyed

the railroad bridge over the Pamunkey, in the night, under fire from the

opposite side. It was very dark, and none of bis party were injured.

The movement was so prompt that he was only five minutes behind the

messenger, who arrived at the White House from the at West Point

with the information of cur landing. On his return he encountered

and captured a party escorting Lieutenant Estes, aide to Colonel Kil-

patrick, and 20 of his men to Richmond. Lieutenant Estes had pre-

viously, with his small party, captured and paroled 3 officers and about

20 meii, but had been surrounded by the militia, which had turned out

en masse.

Major Hall deserves great praise for his promptitude and gallantry.

Lieutenant Estes will make a written report to his proper commander.

He refused a parole for himself and men when captured. Colonel Kil-

patrick l^as arrived with 700 men at Gloucester Point, 400 of his own

and 300 of Colonel Davis' Illinois regiment. Ho says none of Long-

street's men had left Richmond on Sunday morning. The colonel capt-

ured an aide of General Winder within the fortifications, 3 miles from

Richmond. He does not believe the railroad connection to Fredericks-

burg was re-established on Wednesday.
I iave 5,000 infantry, two batteries, and 100 cavalry at West Point.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

YoKKTOWN, May 8, 18C3.

Lieut. Col. LoTJis H. Pelouze,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Fort Monroe, Va. .-

I am at this place with my staff and only one regiment of my brigade;

the other two regiments are with General Gregg's division. I expected
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after destroying the bridges near Eiclimond to return to General Stone-
man's headquarters, but was forced to seek safety within your lines. I

am here witii my entire staff and without a command. I respectfully
ask for instructions.

J. KILPATEICK,
Col. Corndg. First Brigade, Third Division, Cavalry Corps.

YoEKTOWN, Va., May 8, 18G3.

Maj. Gou. H. W. Hai^lece,
General-in-Chief

:

Colonel Kil Patrick, with his regiment (the Harris Light Cavalry) and
the rest of the Illinois Twelfth, has just arrived at Gloucester Point,

opposite this fort. They burned the bridges over the Chickahominy

;

destroyed three large trains of provisions in the rear of Lee's army

;

drove in the rebel pickets to within 2 miles of Richmond, and have lost

only 1 lieutenant and 30 men, having captured and i)aroled upward of
300 prisoners. Among the prisoners was an aide to General Winder,
who was captured with his escort far within the intrcnchments outside
of liichmond. This cavalry have marched nearly 200 miles since the 3d
of May ; were inside of the fortifications of Richmond on the 4th j burned
all the stores at Aylett's Station, on the Mattapony, on the 5th ; de-
stroyed all the ferries over the Pamunkey and Mattapony and a large
commissary depot near and above Tappahannock, and came here in good
conditioD. They deserve great credit for what they have done. It is

one of the finest feats of the war.

EUFUS KING,
Brigadier-General.

Wak Department,
May S, 1803.

General liUFUS King, Torhtoicn :

Thanks for your telegram. Please give me any further information
you have. We are all anxious to hear from the gallant ofQcers and sol-
diers who have performed an achievement unsurpassed for daring and
success. Give my congratulations and compliments to them.

EDWIX M. STANTON.

YoRKTOWN, Va., 3Iay 8, 1803—12 p. m.
Hon. E. M. Stanton,

Secretary of War :

Your disi)atch of this day has been received, and will be communi-
cated in general orders to the Harris Light Cavalry and the Twelfth
Illinois to-morrow. The officers and men will bo rejoiced to know that
their brilliant exploit is fully appreciated at headquarters. They are in
good condition, and after a day's rest will be fit, as they are anxious, for
further active service. All quiet on our front and nothing new here.

EUFUS KING,
Brigadier-General, Commanding,
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War Depaktment,
Washington, May 8, 1803—4 p. m.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. :

Your movement is all right. Hold on to what you liavo got. I only
wished delay for General Hooker.

H. W. HALLEGK,
Ge7ieral-m- Chief.

Suffolk, Va., Maii 8, 1SG3.
Major-General Dix: ' ^ j

I see by the papers that the Eichmond press states that Longstreet's
troops were not with Lee; only Longstreet in person. This 1 appre-
hend is the true version.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Washington, D. C., Maij 8, 1803.
Major-General Dix,

{For General Foster, Fort Monroe, Va.)

:

General Foster at the present time should not be absent from his
command. Moreover no interview can now give him re-enforcements
by any possibility.

H. W. HALLEGK,
General-in-Chief.

Wak Depaetment,
Washington, May 8, 1803.

Major-General Hooker, Falmouth, Va. :

General Dix had moved his troops before he received my order to

suspend his operations, and probably occupied West Point in force yes-

terday.

H. W. HALLEGK,
General-in- Chief.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Ncicport News, May 8, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Comrlg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe. Va. :

General : On the morning of the 4th instant I proposed to you a

joint expedition against Fort Powhatan, Petersburg, and Eichmond.
This was in consequence of information that the enemy had left Suf-

folk ; that General Hooker was between Eichmond and the rebel army
at Fredericksburg, and that you had 30,000 troops here. Your reply,

dated May 5, received on the 6th instant, gives your reasons for not

being able to cooperate in the proposed movement. In this reply you
remark

:

r You will remomber that I called your attention, in an interview with you several

weeks ago, to the fact that the enemy were at work at Fort Powhatan, and cxi)resse.(l

an earoest desire that some of your gunboats should drive him away before any guns
were mounted. My last advices are that he is now occupying it with considerable

force.
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This statement I am sorry to say is extremely inaccurate and injuri-

ous to me. You seem to have overlooked my correct statement of this

matter in another communication to you of the 4th instant, to which
you promised in another communication of the 5th instant to reply
" when relieved from the pressure of (your) present very urgent duties."

On Wednesday, the 18th of March, Colonel Ludlow, returning with a
flag of truce from City Point, in a note dated Tuesday, informed me
that the "rebels are very much strengthening their works at Old Fort
Powhatan and seem to have a large force in garrison there." Notwith-
standing this reoccupation was a military act performed within the

military lines of your department, I did not wait for you to call on me
for cooperation, but went to see you the next day on the subject. You
stated that the enemy was already on this side of the Blackwater with

28,000 men, a larger force than yours, and that you could not act in the

matter. You showed me the position of Fort Powhatan (not laid down
on my chart) about 10 miles from Harrison's Point. You asked me,
with the usual complimentary opinion of the army as to the ability of

the gunboats not only to protect but to take forts, if my gunboats
could not " shell them out."

In view of tlie failure for want of military co-operation of a better

iron-clad and gunboat force than I then had to " shell them out" of

Fort Darling, 1 explained to you why your suggestion was impracticable
and left you, as I supposed, satisfied on that point.

This occurred seven instead of several weeks ago, nor did I then un-
derstand yon as "expressing au earnest desire that some of our gun-
boats should drive him away before any guns were mounted," for the
reason that, with the facts then fresh in your memory, you knew as well
as I did from Colonel Ludlow's report of the previous day that the en-

emy had a large force in garrison there, and you could not possibly
have supposed that he would have garrisoned his fort with a large force
when it was without guns.

I trust, general, there can be no settled purpose to do me injustice,
and therefore ask you to correct this error.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. licar-Admiral, Comdg. ¥. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

Suffolk, May 9, 1863.
General Dis

:

From all the information I can get, about two divisions are on the
Blackwater. Spear is very sick. When he recovers I shall feel of
something.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

YOEKTOWN, May 9, 1863.
Maj. Gen. John A. Dix:

General Gregg was ordered to destroy the bridges referred to. I only
burned those over the Chickahominy. I do not know that he succeeded,
but was told by prisoners that he did.

J. KILPATEICK,
Colonel, &c.
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Washington, D. C, May 9, 1863.

Major-General Fostee, Itfew Berne, N. C.

:

GENEEAii : Your report, dated April 30, of the defense of Washing-
ton is just received. Both the President and Secretary of War have
spoken in the highest praise of the gallantry of yourself and your troops
in the defense of Washington against the superior forces of the enemy.
It will rank among the most glorious operations of the war.

I have also just received your letters of the 5th instant asking for re-

enforcements. I regret it is at present utterly impossible to give you
any. Every available man was sent to Suflolk and to cooperate witli

General Hooker. I have the positive orders of the President to with-

,
draw no troops at present from General Hunter's command. There is

no other place Ixom which troops can now be withdrawn. As you
know, I have from the beginning had no hopes of success at Charles-

ton, but the Navy insisted upon making the attack. It is unfortunate
that so many things are undertaken at the same time ; but this I can-

not avoid. I think you will agree with me that our operations on the

Mississippi Eiver are much more important at the present time than

any that can be carried on in North Carolina.

In regard to matters in Virginia we have our hands full. Troops

cannot be withdrawn from there without great danger. Moreover, the

President directed some months ago that no troops be taken from Gen-

eral Hooker's army. I hope we may soon get recruits by draft. It

will be made very soon ; but we cannot yet calculate positively upon

the result.

Had General Hooker been successful on the Eappahannock it would

have helped us very much in carrying out the conscription. Now we
may possibly have some difficulty ; but this will be overcome.

General Hooker failed to accomplish his main object on the Eappa-

hannock but he met with no disaster. He believes the loss of the

enemy to be much greater than his own and will immediately renew

operations.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. HALLECK,

General-in- Chief.

Hdqes. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Aemt Coeps,
Fort Monroe, Va., May 10, 1803.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Oeneralin-Chief U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. •

Geneeax: The troops at Suffolk have been hard at work demolish-

ing the enemy's works, whicli are very substantial and extended. They

could not have been constructed during the three weeks of the invest-

ment by less than 30,000 or 40,000 men. I have ordered General Peck

to take up all tlie rails on both roads from the Black water to buttolk

and send them to this fort. The enemy had already removed them from

the first 3 miles beyond Suffolk, on the Weldon road, and had loosened

the spikes on 6 miles more, either to carry them off for use on other roads

or to construct iron-clad batteries in front of ours.

I desire to present to you some views in regard to Jiolding buHolk, ana

ask your decision in regard to them. Suffolk is no longer of any use to us

as a position for making friends of the secessionists. The population

there and in the surrounding country are bitter and implacable. The only

obiect in holding it is to render the inland connection with ]S orth Garohna

by the canals on the eastern side of the Dismal Swamp somewhat more



712 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Chap. XXX.

secure. Is this object of sufBcient importance to warrant tlie cost and
the hazard of maintaining' the position? The connection is convenient
during the months of December, January, February, and March, when
the communication by sea is liable to interruption by storms ; but dur-

ing the other eight months it is of little importance. We only lise it

for dispatches, a semi-weekly mail, and for the transportation of officers,

and occasionally a few men. They may as well go outside. It does not
follow that we shall lose this connection by withdrawing from Suffolk,

but we shall make it less secure. Suffolk is strong with a large force,

and very weak with a small one. In the face of an enemy it is impos-
sible to fall back on ISTorfolk. It must be held at all hazards. We have
over one hundred guns there. Its capture would bo the greatest dis-

aster of the war. It has a very narrow river running back 7 miles to

the rear, always endangering the loss of our communication with our
supplies. The enemy can approach it rapidly by two railroads. It can
never be safely left without 15,000 men, and if invested by a large force

it must have 25,000.

The line of Deep Creek is 8 miles from Norfolk. It is a better line

in all respects. The communication with the rear cannot well be cut.

It will always be possible, even in the face of an enemy, to fall back on
Norfolk. It can be defended by 10,000 men. There is but one objec-

tion to the change—the moral effect. We fall back 12 miles ; but on
the other hand we advance 40 on the York Eiver and place ourselves
at West Point, within 35 miles of Eichmond. By occupying the line of
Deep Creek we should save from 10,000 to 15,000 troops, and the trans-
])ortation of supplies up the Nansemond, and gain a more secure position.

The change can be made now while the great body of the enemy is

away. It will be impossible when he returns. If the change should be
approved, I should place General Peck in command of the new line and
make him Military Governor of Norfolk, where his vigilance and prompti-
tude would be of great advantage, sending General Viele into the field.

I should also take up the rails on both roads between Suffolk and Deep
Creek and deprive the enemy of the power of using them either for roads
or for constructing iron batteries.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

[Indoraements.]

May 14, 1863.

Eespectfully referred to General Totten, Chief Engineer, General Bar-
nard, and General Cullum for the expression of their views in regard to
General Dix's general plan.

H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Washington, D. C, 3£ay 14, 18C3.

We concur in the general views of General Dix respecting the aban-
donment of Suffolk, Va., the determination of the strength and direc-
tion of the new line of defense at Deep Creek being left to General Dix
and his engineers.

J. G. TOTTEN,
Brigadier- General, Chief of Engineers.

J. G.,BAENAED,
Brigadier-General, &c.

GEO. W. CULLUM,
Lieutenant- Colonel Engineers and Brigadier-General.
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Headquaetees Outposts,
Camp Fifty-eighth Eegt. Pa. Vols., May 10, 1863.

Lieut. Gol. SOUTHAED HOFPMAN,
Assistant-Adjutant General, Eighteenth Army Corps :

Sir: I hare the honor to report that the enemy have occupied the
line of Gore Creek in greater force than heretofore, how great I have
not yet ascertained. They made a reconnaissance this side the Dover-
road bridge on Thursday with a troop of cavalry (of the Sixty-third
North Carolina) and some infantry. They have

"^

leveled the works I
had commenced this side the bridge (at Dover-road Crossiug), and have
erected field works with two embrasures beyond the creek. Also the
bridge itself seems to have had additional work on it since we retired.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. EICHTEE JONES.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Neicport Ne%os, Va., May 11, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe:

Geneeai.: In the communication from you dated the 5th and re-

ceived the 7th instant you state your expectation that the siege of Suf-

folk will be renewed.
Soon after assuming this command I had the honor to propose to you

that all the abandoned rebel earthworks within your lines should be
razed. Standing as they do, hardened by age, they tempt the reoccupa-

tion by the enemy, to whom it would be but the work of a night to re-

occupy them, to mount and casemate guns enough to command the

channel, and cut off the communications of the gunboats.

Last fall Commodore Livingston, at my suggestion, leveled the work
at Helena which commands the navy-yard.

I respectfully suggest to you that it would be of great advantage to

naval operations if you would have the abandoned rebel earthworks on

the Lower Nansemond, Elizabeth Eiver, and at Sewell's Point thoroughly

leveled, excepting, of course, such as you may deem necessary for mih-

tary purposes.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bhchading Squadron.

Headquaetees Eighteenth Aemy Coeps,
Department of North Carolina, May 11, 1SC3.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Commander-in-Chief JJ. 8. Army, Washington, I>. C.

:

Geneeal : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your tele-

gram of the 8th instant.

I beg leave to say that it was not mainly to obtain re-enforcements

that I wished to see you, although I desire above all things, as I am
free to confess, the return of the brave men whom I took from this de-
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partinent to that of the South, aud who are there subject to mortifica-
tioQ and discomfort aud a situation apparently of no benefit to the
public service.

My object related to contingencies that might arise (and which have
now arisen) and what should be my action under the circumstances. I*
am pleased, personally, that the trip will not now be needed, and that
I can now give my whole attention to the necessary preparation. I

have made up my mind to meet the enemy at every point and to con-
test every step so obstinately that its attainment will be made by him
with sorrow. I have no fears of any disaster in this departmeut (and
with 3,000 more men I could obtain a small victory), but I beg you to

believe that whatever efforts may be made against us we will try to give
you a satisfactory report.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General, Commanding.

YoRKTOWN, May 11, [18C3.]

Major-General Dix:

I am just down from West Point. The works there are now strong
in front, and I left General Gordon at work on batteries near the Point,
where at least four 20-pounder Parrotts are necessary, and if you can
send back all that were taken from here I can supply them. What I
shall recommend for the positions under my immediate command will

depend in a great degree on the condition of the Army of the Potomac,
which I do not know.

E. D. KEYES,
Major-Oencral.

Suffolk, May 12, 18C3.
Major-General Dix:

Line from Bowers' to Southern Branch that is shortest and offers an
impassable flank rests upon the arm of the Branch near Hodge's, on
Martin's place. By Heine's map, 7 miles of Deep Creek would be
thrown out, as well as approaches along Dismal Canal. Deep Creek is
narrow and would have to be guarded. Please look particularly. Five
miles difference, which is very great.

JOHK J. PECK,
Major-General.

Hon. E. M. Stanton :

Fort Monroe, Va., May 13, 1863.

I send you by this evening's mail two Charleston papers of the 9th
and 11th, handed to me by the captain of Her Britannic Majesty's
steamship Einaldo, just arrived from that city in forty-five hours. JSTo
news except the death of Stonewall Jackson, telegraphed from Eich-
mond on Monday. News from Vicksburg to the 9th. Landing of
Federal troops at Young's Point is announced.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.
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Hdqrs. Dept. op North Oakolina, Eighteenth A. C,

Eear-Admiial S. P. Lee, > ./ >

Co7ndg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Va.

:

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter ofMay 1 repeating some of your views on the subject of posts on the
bounds in this department, and, as always, your views claim my care-
ful consideration.

In, as it were, a joint department like this it is a matter of discrimina-
tion what points to hold as of greater benefit to both arms of the serv-
ice. J he points on the coast are of course equally important for all par-
ties. Eoanoke Island is of great advantage to us as a strategical point:
would be to the enemy. If the island were abandoned and the works
were razed I have no doubt that it would be occupied by the enemy
via IsTag's Head and across Eoanoke Channel. At this point, from the
shallowness of the water, gunboats could not prevent the occupancy
and could not prevent the erection of batteries, even were it known that
it would be attempted; whereas that position could be held by a small
force on the island against a large one crossing.
Experience has shown us the facility with which sand batteries can

be erected, and also proved that their power of withstanding fire is
greater than stone. It would require but a few weeks to again fortify
Eoauoke Island (should the enemy have it), and probably the taking of
it has shown them the falsity of their previous line of defense; and I
believe the division might lose more men than were withdrawn from
my force as garrisons.
As to Washington and Plymouth my views were given in my letter

of the 22d ultimo. While I have force sufiftcient it seems to me impor-
tant to hold the rich grain-growing counties lying in the pockets held
by these towns, and also as strategical points for harassing the enemy
so long as I have force sufficient for any oft'eusive movements ; but such
may not be the case long.

Again, if the enemy should construct gunboats up the Tar and Eoan-
oke Eivers they probably could not be made sufSciently formidable to
defeat the naval forces at Washington and Plymouth ; the naval as well
as land batteries could assist in the defense. It is not likely, however,
that naval vessels crossing through the Sounds would be in force equal
to encounter the combined forces at Washington and Plymouth, in

which case (the enemy always being in a position to make concerted
movements) a concentration of the vessels from several might be made
for attacking detached vessels, in which case the result might be
disastrous. Of these probabilities you of course are the best judge.
But merely in accordance with our mutual desire to exchange ideas for

the general good I give it as my,opinion that were the towns of Wash-
ington and Plymouth abandoned the mouths of the rivers so situated

would be the right and best places for the guard-boats, and that the

presence of the assistance on land would necessitate the presence of a
large naval force to be as efi'ective as the present guarding force.

Would the class of boats in service here be of much use in outside

.service ?

I inclose herein a slip cut from a Ealeigh paper, which shows the

views held by the enemy upon the subject of our abandonment of the

counties of Albemarle, the advantage gained by them of food, &c.

I have the honor to remain, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
J. G. FOSTEE,

Major- General, Commanding.
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Headquaetees Outposts,
Camp Fifty-eighth Bcgt. Pennsylvania Vols., May 13, 18C3.

Lieut. Col. SouTHAED Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

SiE : I have the honor to report that a civilian who came down the

Neuse road yesterday informs me that he found no posts at Core Oreek,

and has been told that there are none this side of Moseley Creek. Also
the sergeant in charge of my daily patrol informs me that a man who
came down the Dover road stated to him that there are no Confederate

troops this side of Gum Swamp. These reports I shall endeavor to

verify in the course of the day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. RICHTER JONES,
Colonel Fifty-eighth Regiment, Commanding Outposts.

Suffolk, May 14, 18C3.

Major-General Dix:
Major Wentz thought he would be ready on Monday evening. Yes-

terday he said he would be at Carrsville before sunset. Colonel Foster

went yesterday, and writes that the train is not through. He decided

to try that road first after examination. Time is precious, but I hope
we shall succeed. After taking up several miles he might change roads.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Hdqes. Dept. of Vieginia, Seventh Army Coeps,
Fort Monroe, Va., May 14, 1803.

Maj. Gen. E. D. Keyes,
Commanding, YorMown

:

Geneeal: I have forwarded your letter to the Adjutant-General,
and suggested that Major-General Ord should have a command better
suited to his rank than that of West Point, if one can be given to him.
But he has behaved so handsomely I deemed it due to him to suggest
also that his wishes should be consulted.
On the maturest consideration I have decided to make West Point

an independent command. Your own is a very extensive and impor-
tant one, embracing Gloucester Point, Yorktown, Williamsburg, and
indeed the whole Peninsula. I do not think your attention should be
divided between this command and another. You need nothing but
troops to make it the most important iu the department, as it brings
you nearer to Richmond than any other except West Point, and re-

garding your limits as now extended to the neighborhood of the White
House you are even nearer. Should the enemy reappear at Diascund
Bridge I will do all I can to afford you the means of assailing him, as I
proposed more than two months ago. It is very doubtful whether there
will be an advance from West Point with a sufficient force to accom-
plish anything. If there should be I shall take the command myself.
You cannot doubt my desire to do all in my power to meet your

wishes, and also to do justice to your rank. Circumstances have made
the command at Suffolk during the last two months more important
than any other, but events may at any moment render it necessary to
throw the principal part of my force into your own command. I desire
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under all circumstances that you should retain it, and I suggest whether
now you may not repeat Colonel West's reconnaissance, pushing it

farther on.

I am told there is only a small cavalry force at the White House.
The expedition, if you think it advisable, from the information in your
possession, to undertake it, should be organized under your personal
sui^eriutendence.

I am, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

[FoET Monroe], May 14, 1863.
Major-General Keyes,

Commanding, YorTctown

:

Your dispatch arrived this morning while I was away. I wrote you
a few hours ago, stating that on full reflection I had decided to make
West Point an independent command.

I have suggested a movement up the Peninsula. Please make the
change you desire in the cavalry and I will endeavor to give it back to
you in a few days with an addition of the same arm.

I have forwarded your letter to the Adjutant-General, as I have ex-

plained in mine, which you will receive tomorrow; but I cannot concur
in your removal to another department.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Hdqes. Dept. op Vikginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., May 14, 1803.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron :

Admiral : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let-

ter of the 11th instant proposing that all the rebel earthworks within

my lines, except such as are necessary for military purposes, should be
razed.

All the troops at Suffolk have been constantly occupied since the

retreat of the enemy in leveling his intrenchments, which are very ex-

tended and solid. When this is completed they will be occupied with

not less urgent labors for the next month.
At Norfolk and Fort Monroe I have barely force enough for guard

duty, but I will personally examine as soon as practicable all the

earthworks in this vicinity and meet your wishes as far as I can. Eliza-

beth City is in North Carolina and not under my control.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Washington, D. C, May 14, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

The matter of vour letter of the 10th is approved. I write you to-day.

H. W. HALLEOK,
General-in-Chief,
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Washington, May 14, 1863.

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe

:

Geneeal: Your letter of tlie 10th is received. I fally agree with

you that the line of Deep Creek is much better for the defense of Nor-

folk than the line of the Nansemond. Suffolk is a most ill-chosen posi-

tion for defense, and is unimportant in any other respect than security

of Norfolk. Why it was ever occupied 1 do not know.
Although fully concurring in your views I felt unwilling to approve

the change without first submitting the matter to a board of able and
experienced ofScers and afterward to the Secretary of War. All con-

firm your views. Before making the change the new line should be
well fortified and prepared for the batteries. It should for the present

be considered the second line, and the intended change kept a profound
secret. The arrangements for the defense of this line should be made
under the direction of your chief engineer, Major Stewart.

When abandoned, the works of Sufiblk should be destroyed.

Yours, truly,

H. AV. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

FoET Monroe, May 14, 1SC3.

Major-General Peck:
I have a dispatch from the General-iu-Chief approving my sugges-

tions as to changes I named to you. The second line and the dismant-
ling of the railroads must be pushed to completion.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Suffolk, Va., May 14, 18G3.

General Dix:
At 5 p. m. Colonel Foster had driven the enemy back to his intrench-

ments and the working party was doing well; within 2i miles of Black-
water.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Suffolk, Va., May 15, 1SG3.
Major-General Dix:
The working party are now just this side of Carrsville

;
getting along

well. Have sent rations to Colonel Foster. The enemy are running
cars very actively in view of advance on that line.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Headquaetees Outposts,
Gamp Fifty-eighth liegt. Pennsylvania Vols., May 15, 1803.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

SiE
: I have the honor to report that the facts which I communicated

to headquarters yesterday respecting the line of Core Creek are con-
firmed by my patrol, and that the enemy have now no force on that
line.
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I also learn from various sources, so tLat I couut on it as reliable to
a reasonable degree, that the enemy's force in Kinston is now very
small, not exceeding five regiments, and that there are few troops at
Goldsborough. Of the live regiments, one is at Gum Swamp and one
at Wise's Forlis, and the regiment at Gum Swamp is open to a move-
ment on its rear and might be cut off. If it is thought desirable under
existing circumstances to seize Kinston and Goldsborough I would re-

quest to be allowed to strike the railroad somewhere north of Golds-
borough, in order to intercept re-enforcements, &c. With one good in-

fantry regiment added to my own and three or four troops of cavalry
and a section of artillery I feel confident I could reach that railroad

with little or no opposition and break it up extensively, that is, pro-

vided the intention be kept entirely secret.

The enterprise would justify some labor and risk in reference to the
capture of Goldsborough only, but as connected with a simultaneous
movement from Suffolk on Weldon it might materially interrupt the

enemy's communications and influence the war.
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. EICHTEK JONES,
Colonel Thirty-eighth Fennsylvania Vols., Gomdg. Outposts.

FOKT MONEOE, VA.,
May 16, 1803—1 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief

:

Colonel Foster is covering our work, which is in good progress, on

the railroad near Carrsville. Has been engaged with the enemy more

or less for two days. A lively artillery fire has been kept up on our

workmen. Yesterday the enemy advanced within canister-range, but

was driven back Avitb considerable loss. On our side a caisson was

riddled, a horse killed, and 9 men wounded. Tlie iron is arriving in

Norfolk. When we get on the other road we shall probably have sorti';

sharp fighting.^ JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oeneral.

EoET MoNKOE, May IC, 1863.

Major-General Peck,
Commanding, Suffolk :

A report has just reached me, not on the best authority, that th* eno^rj-

has 5.000 men at Scott's factory and 10,000 at Colonel Thomas'. Wli<ii-e

these places are I do not know, but somewhere between Lhe lUack-

water and the Nansemond, I believe.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-'Oewaral.

Suffolk, Ya., May 16, 1863.

Major-Gcneral Dix:

Scott's factory is at Smithfield, but the other place I cannot locate

exactly. That "is a good country for supplies, and from it they flank all

moves on Blackwater. If there, it looks like assuming the offensive, for

there is a considerable force on the river massed near Franklin.^°^^ JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.
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FOET MoNEOE, May 17, 1863.

Major-General Pece,
Commanding, Suffollc

:

My man is here from l^ew Haven [Eichmond]. He says none of Long-

street's force Lave gone beyond New Haven, and that they are on the

New London * and head of Washington.* Heard that there was some

trap to draw out the troops at Boston [Suffolk]. It would be well to

ascertain truth of yesterday's report. Foster must be very vigilant.

JOHN A. DIX,
Mojor-Oeneral.

FoKT Monroe, May 17, 1803.

Major-General Peck:
No paius should be spared to sustain Foster. He should be re-en-

forced, if necessarv. Was the enemy seen near Alexandria?
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Hdqks. Dept. of Viegihia, Seventh Aemy Cokps,
Fort Monroe, May 17, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haelegk,
General-in- Chief

:

General : Your letter of the 14th is received and your wishes have
all been anticipated. The moment I received your telegraphic dispatch

saying that you approved my views, I sent Major Stewart to examine
the new line, and it will be fortified under his direction. It has been
given out that we are to fortify it as a second line, and a show of strength-

ening the defenses at Suffolk is to be kept up until it is ready.

I have just returned from Suffolk ; the enemy is on this side the Elack-
water and in considerable force. Colonel Foster is between him and
our working party with 8,000 men. We hope to finish our work on the
Weldon road by Wednesday. When we go to Zuni we shall send a
still lai-ger force.

My man came ia from Eichmond to-day. He says that only one divis-

ion of Longstreet's force went north of Eichmond, and that it leturned
to Petersburg, being too late for the battle of Fredericksburg. He con-
firms my former statements that the force before Suffolk was near 40,000,
and he says this whole force is at Petersburg, on the Blackwater, and
back of Franklin, on the Weldon road.

The Eichmond has met with an accident ; he could not ascertain pre-
cisely what, but thinks it was some damage to her machinery. The two
iron-clads on the stocks are getting on slowly. He thinks they cannot
be completcd.^before August, but he judged from what he saw tliat

workmen had been transferred from one to the other, indicating an in-

tention to bring one out as soon as possible.

He is satisfied that troops have recently been brought to Eichmond
from Georgia and South Carolina and sent on to Fredericksburg. It
was said at Eichmond that Lee was to attack Hooker and drive him
back to the Potomac.

I am, very respectfully and truly, yours,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

' Cipher.
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Headquarters Fotjrth Army Corps,
Fort Yorktown, Va., May 17, 1863.

Lieut. Col. L. H. Pelouze,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of Virginia:

Colonel : I have the honor to forward to you (according to instruc-
tions from Headquarters Army of the Potomac) instructions given me
from the same headquarters. I expect my command will have all ar-
rived by this evening. While it is my great desire to literally carry out
the orders of my chief, I intend also to act in compliance with the wishes
and instructions of the major-general in whose department 1 am to tem-
porarily remain. Any advice, suggestion, or instruction that the major-
general commanding the department may do me the honor to forward
I shall be pleased to receive and promptly to execute.

Very res})ectfullv, your obedient servant,

J. KILPATEICK,
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry Brigade.

[Incloauro.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
May 13, 1863.

Colonel KiLPATRiCK,
Commanding Cavalry Brigade

:

Colonel : The major-general commanding directs that you assume
command of the regiments of cavalry now with you at Yorktown ; that
you will hold your force well in hand, inflicting whatever damage the
legitimate rules of war sanction upon the enemy, his supplies, and his

communications. You will observe his movements as far as possible.

You will take with you from this camp the dismounted men of both
regiments and remount them there with captured animals. You will

report by letter and telegraph as occasion requires, holding your com-
mand ready to co-operate with this army in its operations.

You will furnish General Keyes, or the commanding officer in whose
department you may temporarily remain, with copies of your instruc-

tions that you may receive from time to time.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant^

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

District op the Albemarle,
Plymouth, N. C, May 17, 1863.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Asst. Adjt. Oen., Department of North Carolina :

Colonel : I have the honor to report the condition of afl'airs in the

district as follows

:

The lines in front of this town are in progress toward completion.

The parapet of Fort Williams is now well sodded on its exterior slope,

as also three sides of the superior slope and palisades, ready for the

ditch.

The breastworks on the right and left are being strengthened by a

substantial revetment of timber and the ditch considerably widened, as

also the epaulemeut on the left of the Columbia road.

The excavation and revetment of the redoubt near Boyle Creek is

nearly complete, and will be ready for the gun by the last of this

week. The redoubt above, intended for the protection of river obstrnc-

46 RR—yoL xyixi
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tions, is progressing favorably, but the frame for magazine has not been
received, and preparations are now made to construct it on the ground.

This work, constructed by the Ninety-sixth New York Volunteers, I

have named Fort Gray, in memory of Col. G. O. Gray of that regiment,
killed in battle at Kinston, subject to the approval of the commanding
general. The obstructions at the head of the island have been com-
menced. There have been many difficulties on account of repairs to

the pile-drivers and density of the substratum, but it is believed that
work will progress hereafter more rapidly.

Light guus are required for Fort Williams and for the redoubt near
the Columbia road.

At Eoanoke Island working parties are employed in getting out pali-

sades for Forts Eeno and Parke. The north face of the latter is in

danger of being seriously washed, as also the easterly face of Fort Fos-

ter, both of which require attention.

A few guerrillas are skulking within the limits of tliis county, but
in small numbers, and a company of cavalry is reported to be iu the
neighborhood of Jamesville, but thus lar have made no hostile demon-
strations.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

n. W. WESSELLS,
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding.

Suffolk, Va., May 18, 1803.

General Dix:

A contraband from Franklin says General Jenkins states that we are
fortifying at Carrsville and relaying the road from this end with the
rail from that end with the view of advancing. The mail-boats are
at or below Franklin. Stratton reports Lieutenant Titus with 47 men
having a skirmish near Newby's Bridge with 150 guerrillas. An am-
buscade was prepared to capture all his party, but he cut his way
through; Lieutenant Beatty and 2 privates severely and 1 sergeant
slightly wounded ; 1 rebel killed, 2 prisoners, several wounded. No
loss of horses, some having been taken by us. Stratton approves the
conduct of Lieutenant Titus.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Suffolk, Va., May 18, 1863.
General Viele:
The boats were taken down to the Albemarle Sound and into the

Chowan. They are at Franklin probably. Major Stratton sent out a
party to the Pasquotank with a view of intercepting tliem.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

FoET Monroe, May 18, 18C3.
Major-Geueral Peck:
Do I understand that the railroad connection between Boston* and

Baltimore * is now complete
; and, if so, how many miles of iron this

side the former are taken up and removed !

• JOHN A. UIX,
Major-General.
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Suffolk, May 18, 18G3.
Major-Geiieral Dix:

Engine now running. Iron removed for about 3J miles this side
Carrsville.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

Suffolk, May 18, 1863.
Major-General Dix:

If Hooker is reduced as reports state, Lee does not require Longstreet
to leave Blackwater.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-Oeneral.

Geneual Oedees, ) Hdqes. Eighteenth Aemy Coeps,
No. 79. ) mw Berne, May 19, 1803.

In obedience to orders from the War Department Brig. Gen. E. A.
Wild, U. S. Volunteers (a gallant and accomplished soldier and gentle-
man), has arrived in this department for the purpose of raising a bri-

gade of colored troops. General Wild will establish recruiting offices

at such points as he may select, and all district commanders, command-
ing ofi&cers of posts, and other officers and men, are hereby enjoined
and ordered to afford to General Wild, his officers and men, every
facility and aid in the performance of their duties and in carrying out
fully and in good faith the orders of the Government.
The commanding general expects that this order will be sufficient to

insure the prompt obedience (the first duty of a soldier) of all officers

and soldiers in this department to the orders from the War Depart-
ment.
By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster:

[SOUTHAED HOFFMAN,]
Assistant Adjutant-General.

FOET MoNEOB, May 20, 1863.

Major-General Peck:
The Baltimore Sun of Monday says we are taking up the track of

the Seaboard and Eoanoke Eaikoad from Carrsville to the junction of

the Norfolk and Petersburg Eailroad. The writer of this letter is not

here; when he returns I shall see to it. The rails on the Seaboard road

weigh 158 tons per mile ; those on the Petersburg road 246 tons per

mile. Of course it will require time to remove them. The operation

on the latter road will amount to a campaign and we must look for some

sharp fighting, for I do not believe 5,000 tons of railroad iron will in

the present emergency be given up without a contest.

All quiet at West Point. Gordon needs more guns, and one of his

regiments goes shortly. How are you getting on ?

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.
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Sotfolk, Va., May 20, 1863.

General Dix:

The papers do our cause almost as much harm as the rebel armies.

Hooker's moves were all read in the papers long before the hour for

Lee to strike, and he knew both sides of the game.
Wentz commenced as he did to save time. He has not reported this

morning, but I believe I will transfer the work at dark.

A deserter says between 20,000 aud 30,000 on Blackwater under

Longstreet. Have not believed it.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- Oeneral.

Suffolk, Va., May 20, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

I ordered Windsor to be occupied at dusk as a base of operations,

which you fully understand. Work is to be rushed vigorously. Forti-

fications of Suffolk are in progress.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

Suffolk, May 20, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

Wentz is now within 3 miles of Suffolk. The programme is all ar-

ranged for the matter spoken of.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- Oeneral.

Headquaetebs Outposts,
Camp Fifty-eighth Regt. Pennsylvania Vols., May 20, 1863.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral:

SiE : I have the honor to report that I propose sending the Fifty-eighth

Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers to-morrow morning (Thursday) to

seize the crossings of Core Creek, to rebuild the bridges, and to capture,

if practicable, the enemy's post at the railroad switch ; to raise up at all

events the latter enterprise as a cover and pretext for our ulterior

movements.
To carry on the movemeut without losing time and opportunity I

ought to have the re-enforcements by rail or otherwise at Core Creek to-

morrow afternoon or evening ; the earlier, the more time for the men to
rest and sleep. I contemplate moving from Core Creek about 10 p. m.,
so as to reach my position just before daylight.

I might effect our object with two regiments, but to guard against
possibilities I wish six ; also three companies of cavalry, two pieces of
artillery (though the artillery is not likely to be used), and the men
had better have three days' rations. For caValry I should prefer Pond's
company and Jacob's, who have been with me before ; and I shall take
Wilson's (now on the line) for the third.

As regards your suggestion respecting the Trent road I shall carry it

out by ordering one of the cavalry companies now on that end of the
line, or both, with two companies of the infantry now there, to make a
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reconnaissance on Friday on the Trent road, at least as far as Trenton
Forks, and, if the cavahy can cross the river at the ford above the town,
to cajiture any small parties that may be there.

For the bridge fifteen to twenty or twenty-five 2inch plank, not less

than 12 feet long, will be snfQcient, poles with dirt on them answering
for the ends near the banks, as far out as earth can conveniently be cast

with a shovel; and a team had better be sent with them to report this

evening to the oflBce at Batchelder's Creek bridge and there to await my
orders. If I succeed I shall need the team in addition to my own, to

transport captured arms, &c., and at all events to bring along lame
soldiers, o

If there are any further explanations required or suggestions to be
made please communicate.

If I have a really good marching regiment in addition to my own I

shall prefer the path to the left as a surer course, though it will involve

some fording of small streams, mud, &c., and will probably oblige field

oflBcers to move on foot.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. EICHTER JONES,
Colonel, Commanding Outposts.

Fort Monege, Va.,
May 21, 1863—12 noon.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief:

The rails will all be up on the Weldon Eailroad beyond Suffolk to-day.

To-morrow we commence on the Petersburg Railroad. The troops were

in position last night. We hope to save 7,000 tons of iron, but expect

to tight for it.

JOHN A. DIX,
3Iajor- General, Commanding.

Fort Monroe, May 21, 1803.

Major-General Peck :

The articles relating to removing rails came from the correspondent

of the Associated Press and not from the correspondent of the Herald.

Mr. Thompson will call on you to-day. I think him a reliable man.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Suffolk, May 21, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. John A. DiX:

General Getty writes me that a report is current throughout the

country that Suffolk is to b« abandoned. He was informed that it origi-

nated with the adjutant of the One hundred and forty-eighth New York

Volunteers. Stories of the greatest absurdity are circulated by ofiBcers,

and I think this one should be investigated, as a caution to officers.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.
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Fort Monroe, Va., May 22, 1803.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-ill- Chief :

Eighty contrabands were sent last week to Franklin from Eichmond
to take up the iron on the, Weldon road. Four of them are in Suffolk.

We have now all the iron safe. We have commenced on the Peters-

burg road, near Zuni, and shall take up the track back to Windsor by
to-night. We commenced dismantling these roads at the right time.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

•

Suffolk, May 22, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

Will bo at Windsor before night on the return. I have 10,000 there

to protect workmen. General Dodge is just from Windsor. He says

45-pound rail is just as good as the hea\'y one, and the Government

can save much.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major-General.

Fort Monroe, May 23, 1803.

Major-General Peck:
I incline to the belief that there arc few troops on the Blackwater-

From two sources I learn that troops in large numbers have gone from

New Haven to New Tork and to the Southwest by Danville. We have

no artillerists. You must take them from your cavalry regiments.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Suffolk, Va., May 23, 18G3—8.45 p. m.

General Dix

:

General Dodge at Antioch Church was attacked at 0.15 p. m. No
particulars.

JOHN J. PECK,
Major- General.

Eed House, Picket Station, May 23, 1803.

Col. J. liiCHTER Jones,
Commanding Outposts

:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that in accordance with your
orders to me of the 21st instant I moved my company, together with
Company L of my regiment and two companies of the One hundred and
fifty-eighth New York Eegiment from Captain command, on
the Trent road, at 5 o'clock yesterday morning. On arriving at the
Trenton Forks, which point was reached without our seeing more of the
enemy than a half dozen who scattered into the woods at our approach,
1 sent one of the infantry companies down the Trenton road to recon-
noiter the crossing of the river, and left the other at the forks. 1 pro-
ceeded with the cavalry up the Kinston road, and on reaching the edge
of Noble's plantation, miles from the forks, found it barricaded, and a
small earthwork thrown up to the right of the road. Passing this ob-
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struction I fouud at tLe distance of a quarter of a mile a long earthwork
with two embrasures for cannon, extending about 200 yards on each side

of the road. There were also huts erected for a regiment. Two rebel

cavalrymen were seen as we approached in rear of the earthwork, and
I was informed by Mrs. Noble that 12 comprised the whole force of the
enemy at this 2)oint. These eluded our pursuit, which was continued for

about a mile. From Noble's a road runs to the Trent River. The bridge
has been burned, and I learned that the river was uufordable at this

point. 1 therefore countermarched and proceeded by the road which
unites the Trent and Kinston roads, 4 miles beyond the forks, to Trenton
Bridge. A few of the enemy's cavalry dismounted fired upon us from
the town, but retreated too rapidly to permit their capture, although
I forded the river immediately and chased them 3 miles, by the road
which leads out of Trenton, up the river.

Not more than a dozen of the enemy were seen, and this appeared to

be the force of pickets maintained in Trenton, which is relieved daily

from Tuckahoe, 10 miles distant. While I was in Trenton two small

unoccupied buildings were burned by some one of my comu\and without
orders.

I bivouacked at the forks of the roads and this morning sent out a

])latoou, 4 miles by the Kinston road, which saw no signs of the enemy.
After waiting for further orders until 4 o'clock p. m. at the Forks I re-

turned to camj).

1 am, colonel, verv respectfully, vour obedient servant,

N. HALL,
Captain Company G, Third New Yorlc Cavalry.

ITeadquaeteks Army of the Potomac,
May 25, 1SG3.

ilajor-General Dix, Commandinfj, djc. :

Have you it in your jiower to obtain reliable information of the trans-

fer of troops from Charleston to Ivicbmond"? From recent indications it

is of great importance that tiiis fact should be ascertained as early as

practicable.
JOSEPH HOOKER,

Major- General, Commanding.

Fort Monroe, May 25, 18C3—3 p. m.

Major-General Hooker:
T am informed from three different sources, and do not doubt, that

troops have gone from South Carolina and Georgia, but whether to

Bragg or Lee not quite certain. The greater part of Lougstreet's forces,

recently on the Blackwater, are near Richmond, ready to move either on

Fredericksburg or West Point.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Fort Monroe, Va.,

May 20, 1803—11 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief

:

Major-General Ord, who has come down this evening from West

Point, recommends, with the concurrence of General E. D. Keyes and
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General Gordon, the withdrawal of our troops from that position, un-
less he can have 4,000 more infantry, 28 guns in addition to tbose
already there, and a pontoon bridge 1,200 yards long. The recom-
mendation is founded on the altered state of things since the occu-

pation took place: First, the retreat of General Hooker; second, the

very recent concentration of troops in the vicinity of Eichmond from
the Blackwater and North Carolina line ; third, the probability of an
attack in force at an early day, as I am advised by General Gordon
by telegraph since General Ord left; and, fourth, the apprehension

that our communication with the supplies will be interrupted by their

erection of heavy batteries on the York, the enemy having already with

his light guns fiired with some effect on our mail-boat, so as to render

an armed convoy necessary for our transports. In the uncertainty as

to General Hooker's movements I have thought proper to communicate
with you at once. I have discharged three regiments. More are soon

to follow, and from api)earauces I suppose I cannot hope to have their

places supplied. In that case my force will soon be reduced below the

minimum necessary for my extended command. Averse as I am to any

retrograde movement, I should be disposed to concur with my three

general officers, unless from your more extended view of the whole
ground you can afford me a hope of being strengthened either by fresh

troops or by early movements in Virginia, which will keep the enemy
fully occupied.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General,

Hdqrs. Dept. op Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe. Va., May 26, 1863.

Maj. Gen. E. D. Keyes,
Commanding, Yorhtown :

General : I have until to-day been i3revented by urgent engage-
ments from replying to Colonel West's letter to your assistant adju-
tant-general, of the 14th instant, with your indorsement of the 15th.
The colonel refers to the meritorious conduct of the troops at Will-

iamsburg and Fort Magruder, when assailed by a superior force under
General Wise, and regards my omission to speak of them in my order
concerning the recent investment of Suffolk as forcing " the unpleasant
conclusion that there was something left undone which should have
been done."

In your indorsement you say you " regard Colonel West's complaint
as just," with an intimation that I have been guilty of " partiality."

I regret very much that Colonel West should have drawn from my
omission to refer to his command in the order alluded to the inference
that he and his troops had not done all that brave and devoted men
could do, and he will see from a statement of facts that there is no
ground for such an inference.
The operations at Suffolk, after the third day of the investment of

three weeks, were carried on under my own observation, as I was every
alternate day either there or on the Nansemond.
On the other hand the operations at Williamsburg and its vicinity

commenced and ended during my absence and while you were in com-
mand of the department. This fact would, however, have made no dif-
ference with me if the meritorious services of the troops had been prop-
erly represented to me by a report from you or from Colonel West.
But no such representation has ever been made to me. Nothing was
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left by you at the beadquarters of tbe department, eitlier in tbe form of
a report or statement of tbe services of Colonel West and bis troops

;

nor could I find among tbe telegrapbic dispatches a single one giving
any but tbe most meager account of tbe advance and retreat of the
enemy. Thus you will perceive if there is a fault anywhere it is not
due to the " partiality " unjustly imputed to me, but to your omission to
leave on the flies of the department the data necessary to enable me to
do justice, as I would most cheerfully have done at the proper time, to
Colonel West and his command.
You will please send to him a copy of this letter, Avitb a request that

it may be communicated to bis officers.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX,

Major- General.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept. of N. C, Eighteenth A. C,
No. 81. ) JSTew Berne, May 26, 18G3.

The commanding general, in common with the officers and men of

this command, is called upon to mourn the loss of a most gallant officer.

Col. J. Ricbter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvauia Volunteers, who fell

at the head of his regiment on the evening of May 23, whilst repelling

an attack on tbe outposts.
Colonel Jones won the admiration of all in this department by the

indefatigable, able, and gallant manner with which he filled the ardu-

ous duties of commander of the outposts. He died whilst yet enjoying

the triumph of a victory won by his valor and counsel. To the service,

to this department, and to bis regiment this death has been a sad loss

;

and to all here, and to those at home whom be loved, the commanding
general offers his most sincere sympathy. May his bright example lead

many to tread the arduous path of duty with as pure an appreciation of

duty and with as firm unswerving tread as he.

AH the flags in this department will be carried at half-mast for the

three days following the receipt of this order, and at this post half-hour

guns will be fired from Forts Totten and Eowan from sunrise to sunset

to-morrow. May 27.

By command of Mai. Gen. J. G. Foster:
[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,]

Assistant Adjutant- General. ^

Fort Monroe, May 27, 1863.

Major-General Peck:
We are threatened with an attack at West Point, and I shall be

obliged to call on you for some troops and guns. General Ord is on

his way here. He took command there yesterday.
^ JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

Suffolk, May 27, 1863.

Major-General Dix:

Will the Provisional Brigade answer ? Wardrop and Wistar are in

it. Wardrop is one of my best officers. The Niuetyninth is equal to

thrice its number of ordinary men.
t/-wttxt t TJi^ntr

Major- General,



730 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. tCwAr.XXX.

Fort Monroe, May 27, 18C3.

Major-General Peck:
The Provisional Brigade will do. Have it ready to move at a ino-

meut's warning. I am waiting disi>atchea from Washington. Unless
Hooker does something the (jnestion of retaining West Point becomes
a doubtful one.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- Oenera I.

Suffolk, May 27, 1803.

Major General DiS:
Will have brigade ready. Unless Hooker moves, that position will

be very hazardous indeed.
JOHN J. PECK,

Major- Genera 1.

May 27, 1SC3—12 m.

Maj. Gen. E. D. Keyes,
Commancllnfi, &c., TorMoicn :

Do 3'ou know of any force of the enemy to prevent Colonel Kilpatrick

with his two regiments from crossing the country from Gloucester to

Urbana, and are liis horses in suitable condition to make the march?
All of the enemy's cavalry in my front are at Culpeper, and he has no
infantry below Port Eoyal. From Urbana Colonel Kilj)atrick'8 com-
mand could l)e ferried over the Itappahannock, under cover of the gun-
boats, should it be necessary. Please reply without delav.

JOSEPH HOOKER,
Major-General, Commandinr/.

Fort Monroe, Ya., May 27, 1863.

Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker,
Commanding Army of the Potomac :

I send below a dispatch from Major-General Keyes in re]>ly to yours.
I have received a dispatch from General Gordon advising me of a force
on the Mattapony and that he is threatened with nn attack. About
200 of Colonel Kilpatrick's men -are not mounted. I wish you would
leave them with me at preseiit. I need them very much at West Point,
where I have only 200 cavalry. I will endeavor to get horses for them
iu Gloucester County.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

ITnuloaurc]

Major-General Hooker,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

1 know of no force to i)revent Colonel Kilpatrick crossing to Urbana,
if he can cross the llappaliannock safely; their horses in fair condition.

E. D. KEYES,
Major- General.

Washington, May 28, 18C3.
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe :

My information is that Lee is massing all his forces on the Eappa-
haunock. As General Hooker reports directly to the President I know
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not what be intends to do. I can ftive you no re-enforcements what-
ever. If under these circumstances your position at West Point is

deemed unsafe you will withdraw from it.

H. W. HALLECK,
Generalin- Chief.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off NcKport News, Va., May 28, 1863.

Maj. Gen. J. Gr. Foster,
Gomdg. Eighteenth Army Corps, New Berne, N. G. ;

General : Your interesting communication of the 13th instant was
received during my absence at Washington, where I saw General Hal-
leck and urged him to give you more men. He informed Secretary Fox
and myself that it would be utterly impossible to do so until conscripts

are got. Still I pressed the matter in another interview, and left at

the Department a report on the subject, which 1 was informed would
be communicated to the Secretary of War.

I hope you may get the troops which you so greatly need for the
occupation of Smith's Island and the attack on Wilmington.
Your views respecting the occupation of Plymouth, Itoauoke Island,

and Washington are certainly very forcible. I will at all times use
every efi'ort to sustain you in holding your positions, and especially

while yon are supported by so few troops. I have instructed Com-
mander Davenx)ort to make everj' exertion to support you at this crit-

ical period.

If you can make the military occupation of New Berne, Plymouth,

and Washington complete, so as to require little or no gunboat defense,

fewer vessels will be required in the Sounds, and' yet allow a sufiBcient

movable force there to keep the police of its waters, prevent such es-

capes as those of the Arrow and Emily up the Chowan, and prevent

violations of the blockade. Though the vessels in the Sounds are not

adapted to outside cruising a portion of them would be very useful for

blockade and other duty here.

I have just written urgently to the Navy Department to try and get

you more troops and artillery.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., May 30, 1803—12 m.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,

Gomdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

Your dispatch is just received. I have but one gunboat here, attend-

ing a court-martial, and one at Norfolk, repairing with dispatch for im-

portant duty. Five other gunboats are now in the vicinity of York-

Please inform me fully what service is required, that I may know

what dispositions to make and what instructions to give to promote the

public interest.
S.P.LEE,

Acting Bear-Admiral,
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War Department,
Washington, May 30, 1803.

Major-General Dis, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

The troops withdrawn from West Point are greatly needed bere.

Can they not be spared 1

^ ^ HALLECK,
General-in-Chief.

Fort Monroe, Va.,

May 30, 1863—1 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief:

1 went with MaiorGenerals Peck and Keyes to West Point yester-

day, and on consultation with General Gordon it was ^^nanlmonsly de-

cided to withdraw the troops, throw them up the Penmsula above

Williamsburg, and, in conjunction with the force under Keyes, attack

the enemy at Diascund Bridge, which is as near Eichmond as West

Point. There are at West Point only 4,700 men, and they will be re-

duced to 4,000 shortly by the discharge of a regiment. General Keyes

has only 5,000 men at Gloucester Point, Yorktown, and Williamsburg,

and it is very desirable that he should have this re-enforcement. I have

lost three regiments and shall lose fourteen more by expiration of

service. , „^,^JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Fort Monroe, May 30, 1803.

Major-General Keyes:

Send word to General Gordon as quickly as possible that the gunboats

have failed me, and that they cannot be ready till to-morrow. I will

send up the transportation to-morrow night.
JOHN A. DIX,

Major-General.

May 31, 1803—10 a. m.
Major-General Dix, Fortress Monroe

:

Agreeably to your request directions have been given for the dis-

mounted men of Colonel Kilpatrick's cavalry to report to you. Will
you please have me furnished with a map of the position of your forces

at West Point, and also the position and approximate strength of the

enemy's forces in that vicinity 1 We have concurrent evidence that
Hood's division is posted between Gordonsville and Louisa Court-
Honse, and Pickett's at Taylorsville (near Sexton's Junction). Long-
street is in front of me. I conclude that General Lee must be absent, as
I have received no communication from him in reply to mine since a
week ago yesterday.

JOSEPH HOOKER,
Major-General, Commanding.
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FoKT Monroe, May 31, 1863.
Mjijor-General Hookee,

Commanding Army of the Potomac

:

It lias been decided to withdraw from West Point and throw the
force there up the Peninsula toward the White House. I can get no
satisfactory information as to the enemy's force. There was last week
a considerable body massed north of Eichmond, on the railroad, ready
to support Lee at Fredericksburg or Wise at White House. 1 can hear
nothing of them since Wednesday. I will advise you of all my move-
ments. My force is small.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-Oeneral.

DisiKicT OF Beaufort,
Morehead City, N. C, May 31, 1863.

Lieut. Col. Southard Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Eighteenth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to communicate that I assumed com-
mand of the district on my arrival here yesterday.

I have put 250 men at work on the fort in front of this city to-day.
I have also started things up at Newport Barracks and vicinity,

where I found matters very loose. I am in hopes I shall have every-
thing in fine working order in a day or two.

I am, most respectfully, vour obedient servant,

F. B. SPINOLA.

Ahstract from Tri-monthly Eeturn of the Department of Virginia (_Seventh Army Corps),

Maj. Gen. John A. I)ix commanding, for May 31, VSGZ (headquarters Fort Monroe,Va.).

Present for

I

duty.

Command.

Headquarters I)epartment,Maj.
Gen. John A. iJix.

Fort Monroe, Col. S. if. Al-
ford.

Camp Hamilton, Mnj. -T. A.
Uarlinj;,

Norfolk, Brig. Gen. E. L.
Viele.

Suffolk, ilaj. Gen. .Jolm J.

Peck.
Yorktown, Maj. Gen. E. D.
Kci'ea.

West Point, Brig. Gen. G. H.
Gordon.

Grand total 1,645

17

15

13

120

966

295

217
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Organization of troops in the Department of Virginia, Maj. Gen. John

A. Dix, U. 8. Army, commanding, May 31, 1863.

FOVBTB ASMY COBPS.

Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes.

FiKST Division (Yorktown).

Advance Brigade.

Col. E. M. West.

139tb New York, Col. Anthony Conk.

Otii New York Cavalry (battalion), Maj.

W. P. Hall.

17StU Pennsylvania, Col. James Jolinson.

.'')tli Pennsylvania Cavalry, Lieut. Col.

AViliiam Lewis.

King's BrigadQ.

Brig. Gen. EuFUS King.

4th Delaware, Col. A. H. Grimshaw.
168th New York, Col. William R. Brown.

169th Pennsylvania, Col. Lewis W.
Smith.

179th Pennsylvania, Col. William H.

Blair.

Second Division (West Point).

Bri-r. Gen. Geokge II. Gokdon.

First Brigade.

Col. William Gueney.

l-27th New York, Lieut. Col. S. L. Wood-
ford.

142d New York, Col. N. M. Curtis.

143d New York, Col Horace Boughtou.

144th New York, Lieut. Col. David E.

Gregory.

Second Brigade.

Col. BuEK PonTEii.

22d Connecticut, Col. George S. Burn-

ham.
40th Massachusetts, Maj. JosophM. Day.
141st New York, Lieut. Col. William K.

Logio.

ArtiUerg.

'Jd Wisconsin Battery, Capt. Charles Begcr.

4th Wisconsin Battery, Capt. John F. Vallee.

Reserve Aktilleky (Yorktown).

Capt. James McKnigiit.

1st New York, Batteries F and H, Capts. Willliara R. Wilson and Charles E. Mink.

8th New York Battery, Capt. Butler Fitch.

1st Pennsylvania, Batteries E and H,* Capts. T. G. Orwig and Andrew Fagau.

5th U. S., Battery M, Capt. James McKnight.

Unassigned Infantry.

172d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. James A. Johnson.

SEYENin ABMT CORPS.

Maj. Gen. JoiiN A. Dix.

Peck's Division (SuCblk).

Brig. Gen. Mich^vel Corcoran. t

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. H. D. Terry.

L'tJth Michigan, Col. J. S. Farrar.

1st New York Battalion Sharpshooters,
Capt. Joseph S. ArnoUl.

130th New York, Col. Alfred Gibbs.
152d New York, Col. Alonzo Ferguson.
167th Pennsylvania, Col. J. D. Davis.
11th Rhode' Island, Col. Geo. E. Church.

Second Brigade.

Col. R. S. Foster.

13th Indiana, Lieut. Col. C. J. Dobbs.
112th New York, Col. J. C. Drake.
169th New York, Lieut. Col. John Mc-

Conihe.
165tb Pennsylvania, Col. C. H. Buehler.
166th Pennsylvania, Col. A. J. Fulton.

' One section of Battery E with West's briga,de and another at West Point.
tMaj. Gen. John J. Peck commanding the post of Suffolk.
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Third Brigade.

Col. Mathew Murphy.

10th New Jersey, Colonel Ryereoii.
69tli New York, Lieutenant Colonel Kcid.
155th New York, Colonel McEvily.
164th New York, Colonel WcMahon.
170th New York, Colonel Mclvor.

Getty's Division (Suffolk).

Brig. Gen. George W. GErry.

First Brigade.

Col. W. E. Pease.

2M.U New .JerRt'v, Col. Andrew Dcrrom.
bOfh New York,Lieut.Col.T. L. England.
I03il New York, Col. Willi.im Heine.
U7th New York, Lieut. Col. A. White.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Edward Harland.

Stli Connecticut, Col. John E. Ward.
11th Connecticut, Col. G. A. Stedmau.
15th Connecticut, Col. C. L. Upham.
IGth Connecticut, Col. Francis Beach.

Third Brigade.

Col. A. H. DuTTOX.

2l8t Connecticut, Lieut. Col. T. F. Burpee.
10th New Hampshire,* Colonel Donohoe.
13th New Hampshire, Col. A. F. Stevens.
4th Ehodo Island, Lieut. Col. M. P. Buf-

fum.

ICeserve Brigade.

Brig. Gen. I. J. Wistak.

99th'New York, Col. 1). W. Wardrop.
118th New York, Lieut. Col. O. Keese, jr.

9th Vermont, Lieut. CoI.E. H. Eipley.
19th Wisconsin, Col. II. T. Sanders.

Artilleri/.

1st Pennsylvania, Battery A, Capt. John G. Simpson.
5th U. S., Battery A, Lieut. James Gilliss.

Unassigned (Suffolk).

Cavalri/.

1st New York Mounted Rifles, Col. B. F. Ouderdouk.
11th Pennsylvania,! Col. S. P. Spear.

Artillerg.

Capt. F. M. FOLLETT.

1st Delaware Battery, Capt. B. Nields.

7th Massachusetts Battery, Capt. P. A. Davis.
16th New York Battery, Capt. F. L. Hiller.

19th New York Battery, Capt. W. H. Stahl.

3d Pennsvlvania Heavy Artillery (2d hattaliou), Capt. J. S. Stevenson.
4th U. S., Battery D, Capt. F. M. Follett.

4th U. S., Battery L, Lieut. H. C. Haabrouek.

Norfolk, Va.

Brig. God. Egbert L. Viei.e.

148th New York, Col. William Johnson.
173d Pennsylvania, Col. Daniel Nagle.
177th Pennsylvania, Col. G. B. Wiestling.
11th Pennsvlvania Cavalry CCompanvF), Capt. B. B. Mitchell.

7th New York Battery, Capt. P. C. Kegan.

' Transferred from First Brigade. t Two companies on detached service.
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Fort Monroe.

Col. S. M, Alford.

3(1 Now York, Col. S. M. Alford.

Camp Hamilton.

Maj. John A. Darling.

3(1 Pennsylvania Artillery (Ist battalion), Maj. John A. Darling.
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry (one company).

Abstract from Tri-monthly Itelurn of the Elfihteenth Army Corps, Department of North
Carolina, ilaj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding, foi- May 31, 18()3.
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INDEPENDENT BRIGADES, ETC. (New Berne).

Jourdan's Brigade.

Col. James Jourdan.

M Massachusetts, Col. S. P. Kicbiiiond.
8th Massachiisttts, Col. F. .J. Coffin.

l&8th New York, Lieut. Col. W. H. Mc-
Niiry.

0«th Pcuusylvania, Lieut. Co'. C. B.
Curtiss.

Artillcri/.

3d New York, Ma.j. T. J. Kennedy.
1st Ehode Island, Hatterv F, Cant. James

Bel^jcr.

Zee's Brigade.

Col. FuANcis L. Lee.

44th Massachusetts, Col. Frauds L. Lee.
92d New Y'ork, Capt. T. A. Merriman.
5th Khodc Island, Col. Hcury T. Siason

Cavalry.

Col. S. H. Mix.

3d New York, Lieut. Col. G. W. Lewis.
12th New York, Lieut. Col. P. G. Vought.
23d New York Battalion, Capt. Emory

Cunimings.

Outpost.

132d New York, Col. P. J. Claassen.

DISTRICT OF THE ALBEMARLE. •

Brig. Gen. Heney W. Wesseli-s.

85th New York, Col. J. S. Belknap.
96th New York, Col. E. M. CuUen.
101st Pennsylvania, Col. David B.Morris.
103d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. W. C. Maxwell.
8th Massachusetts (three companies), Capt. F. E. Porter.
Ist North Carolina (Union), Company L, Lieut. G. W. Graham.
3d New York Cavalry, Company D,'Capt. II. W. Brown.
24th New York Battery, Capt. J. E. Lee.

DISTRICT OF BEA UFORT.

Brig. Gen. Henry M. Naglee. t

23d Massachusetts, Col. A. Elwell.
9th New Jersey, Col. A. Zabriskie.

81st New York, Maj. D. B. White.
98th Now York, Lieut. Col. F. F. Woad.
3d New York Cavalry, Companies B and C.
let U. S. Artillery, Battery C.

DISTRICT OF THE PAMLICO, i

Brig. Gen. Henry Prince.

158th Pennsylvania, Col. D. B. McKibbiu.
168th Pennsylvania, Col. Joseph Jack.
17l8t Pennsylvania, Col. E. Bierer.

175th Pennsylvania, Col. S. A. Dyer.
1st North Carolina (Union), Lieut. Col. J. M. McChesney.
5th Massachusetts, Company 6, Capt. W. T. Grammer.
3d New York Cavalry (two companies), Capt G. F. Jocknick.
1st North Carolina Artillery (Union), Company A.

23d New York Battery, Capt. A. Ransom.

*Or<:.inized May 3, 1863. According to di.strict return the Eighty-fifth and Ninety-

Bi.\tli New York and the One hundred and iirst and One hundred and third Pennsyl-

vania coustituted a brig.-xde, under Col. T. F. Lehmann.
t According to district return Brig. Gen. F. B. Spinola was in command, and ho was

assigned to that command May 29, 1803. The district return reports the infantry as

brigi'ded under Colonel Do Forest.

{ On district return the Pennsylvania regiments appear as the "Keystone Brigade,''

under Col. D. B. McKibbin.

4:7 K E—^VOL XVIU
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DETACHED.*

lOtli Connecticut, Col. John L. Otis.

11th Maine, Col. H. M. Plaisted.

24th Massachueetts, Col. F. A. Osborn.

39th Illinois, Col. Thomas 0. Osborn.

56th New York, Col. Charles H. Van Wyck.
lOOth New York, Col. Geori;e B. Dandy.

New York Battalion.

62d Ohio, Col. Francis B. Pond.

67th Ohio, Col. Alvin C. Voris.

52d Pennsylvania, Col. J. C. Dodge, jr.

85th Pennsylvania, Col. Joshua B. Howell.

104th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. T. D. Hart.

174th Pennsylvania, Col. John Nyce.

176th Pennsylvania, Col. A. A. Lechler.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,

Off Newport N^ews, June 1, 1SG3.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dis, U. S. A.,

Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.:

General: I had the honor verbally to inform you, shortly after the

receipt of my instructions in the matter, -which were dated January 3,

that 1 was prohibited from admitting supplies within this blockade for

foreign men-of-war, themselves allowed here only by courtesy, and to

afford such vessels when they were in distress for coal with only enough

10 euable them to get to Annapolis, where their wants could be satisfied.

I availed myself of the opportunity when Commander Thrupp, E. IsT.,

commanding H. M. S. Desperate, was here yesterday morning to com-

municate this information to him, and to tell him that the admission of

a collier for H. M. S. Rinaldo, on the 19th ultimo, during my recent ab-

sence, was allowed by the ofQcer left in command in ignorance of my
order on the subject. In the course of conversation he informed me
that he had been in the habit of getting coal from Colonel Thomas,

quartermaster of this post, and that Colonel Thomas in such cases sent

for more coal to supply the vacancy thus occasioned, apparently not

being informed of the requirement of the blockade in this respect.

1 would respectfully observe that it is a violation of the blockade

(under my instructions from the Department for its preservation) to

turn over to foreign men-of-war supplies of any kind which have been
introduced within its lines for the United States troops, and I would
suggest that instructions be issued to prevent such violation in future.

1 have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S.' P. LEE,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Fort Monroe, Va., June 2, 1803—3.30 p. m.
(Eeceived 4.30 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief :

I have just received the following dispatch from General Peck. Will
you please communicate it to General Hooker f

I have n, man who left Richmond last week. He says Pickett's division passed
through, the day before he left, for Fredericksburg. It had been there and partici-

* For service in Department of tho South.
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pated in the funeral of Jackson. General Elzey commands in the city. Citizens and
soldiers talk of Lee's moving into Maryland with 85,000 men. Says the most ofLong-
street s troops that left Blackwater stopped about Richmond in consequence of thealarm resulting from the raids. General Ewell made lieutenant-general.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General.

Copy of this has been sent to Major-General Hooker.
THOS. T. ECKiEET,

3Iajor, &c.

YoEKTOWN, Va., June 2, 1863—12.30 p. m.
Major-General HooKEE,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac :

It seems apparent from the rumors that reached me that a movement
of rebel troops is going on from south to north, and that the idea pre-
vails over the lines that an invasion of Maryland and Pennsylvania is
soon to be made. I have heard nothing definite, but all the rumors
concur to produce the impression stated.

E. D. KEYES,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Halleck.)

Hdqes. Dept. of Vieginia, Seventh Aemy Corps,
Fort Monroe, Va., June 2, 1803.

Actg. Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Worth Atlantic Blockading Squadron :

Admiral : When I received your letter of the 23d of April advising
me that you considered the President's proclamation of the 31st March
as superseding his order of the 11th November last 1 had no informa-
tion on the subject to warrant me iu giving it a definite answer. I have
recently, and in several instances, seen letters from the Treasury De-
partment informing individuals in reply to inquiries made by them that
the whole matter of trade with Norfolk was still under my control by
virtue of the order referred to. I would respectfully suggest under
these circumstances that you ascertain from the President himself,

through the Navy Department, whether the order is in force, unless

you are satisfied with the view taken by the Treasury Department,
which is constantlj' granting permits on my certificates as heretofore.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General.

Hdqes. Dept. of Vieginl4., Seventh Aemy Ooeps,
Fort Monroe, Va., June 2, 1863.

Capt. C. B. Wildee,
Asst. Quartermaster and Superintendent of Contrabands

:

The major-general commanding directs me to acknowledge the re-

ceipt of your communication of this date relating to certain contra-

bands awaiting, transportation to Norfolk, &c., and in reply to state

that he has referred so much of said communication as relates to the

said contiabands to Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas, chief quartermaster,

for report thereon.
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As to the definition of your powers and duties under your instructions
from the War Department, dated January 28, 1863, 1 am also requested
to state that colored persons (contrabands or otherwise) who are em-
ployed and paid by the several chiefs of the staff departments as labor-

ers are entirely under the control of the said chiefs of departments, and
that no passes to these persons can be given by you except as may be
authorized by the said chiefs of departments ; that passes to others

(contrabands or colored vagrants) not employed as mentioned above
may be given by you to Hampton, Pox Hill, and other places within

the lines this side of Yorktown, but cannot be given by you either to

come iuside Fort Monroe or any other military post, or to go on board
public transports from one place to another in this department, or to

go out of the department, and that all passes for such purposes must
be submitted to and receive the indorsement of the proper military au-

thority before they can be used or become valid.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. T. VAN BUREN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Fort Monroe, Va.,
June 3, 1863—2 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief

:

From all that can be gathered a good many conscripts have gone to
General Lee. Beauregard's troops have not gone in that direction.
They have probably gone to Vicksburg, as well as the troops from
Georgia. Longstreet was at Petersburg last week. It is reported to-

day that he dined at South Quay, below Franklin, on the Elackwater,
yesterday.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major- General, Commanding.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. of the Army, Adjt. Gen.'s Office,
No. 249. i Washington, June 3, 1863.

II. Brig. Gen. Hector Tyndale, U. S. Volunteers, will report for duty
to Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. Volunteers, commanding Department
of Virginia.*•••**
By command of Major-General Halleck :

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
,, ^ Off Newport News, June 3, 1863.
Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A^

Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. :

General
: I have received your letter of yesterday regarding per-

mits for Norfolk trade, and have referred the case to the Navy Depart-
ment with your suggestions.

I would be much obliged to you if you would cause me to be advised
by telegraph or otherwise, as most convenient, when opportunities
occur for sending mails, dispatches, or passengers by the quartermas-
ter's boats from Fortress Monroe to New Berne or Beaufort. I am
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often much embarrassed for means of communicating with this squad-
ron on the coast off Wilmington and in the Sounds of North Carolina,
and not unfrequently steamers leave for the above-mentioned ports be-
fore I can avail myself of the opportunities they afford.

I.beg leave to acknowledge the willingness and courtesy with which
dispatches, passengers, and sometimes stores have been taken and de-
livered for the Navy by the army transports.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg, Bear-Admiral, Comdg. K Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News, June 13, 1863.

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A.,
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

:

Geneeal : In reply to your letter of June 2 on the supposed super-
seding of the President's order of November 11, 1862, by the Presi-
dent's proclamation of March 31, 1863, with respect to Norfolk trade, I
beg to inform you that according to your suggestion I referred the mat-
ter to the Department on the 3d, and in reply, under date of the 9th,
received this morning, I am instructed that the order of November 11,

1802, is not considered suspended. I have instructed the guard ves-
sels accordingly.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfullv, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron,

confedeti^te; correspondence, etc.

Peteesbukg, Va., August 28, 1862.

General S. Cooper:
The Federal fleet (nine gunboats) which came up the river yesterday

has gone down James River to its out-anchorage off Westover and come
to. No Federal vessels in James River above that point (Westover).

The fleet landed a small force at City Point last night; also a small

party on the Appomattox Eiver in order to flank one of my signal sta-

tions. They were disappointed in their object. The post, not being

armed, fell back. Is there no possible means of arming the signal corps,

at least with revolvers? 1 understand the Navy Department has a

number.
Your obedient servant,

J. F. MILLIGAN, '

Captain, &c.

Petersburg, Ya., August 29, 1862.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant [and Inspector]- General

:

The Federal fleet off Berkley (nineteen gunboats, including the mon-

itor Galena) got under way this morning at 10 a. m. and stood down the

river. At 12 m. one of my signal men telegraphed from Berkley that

the fleet [was out] of sight from that point, heading down the river.

J. P. MILLIGAN.
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General Orders, ) Headquarters,
jjo. 1. I

Richmond, Ya., August 30, 1862.

I. By direction of the War Departmeut Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith as-

sumes command of the defenses of Eichmond and its approaches.

II. The ofiQcers whose names are herein announced constitute the Staff:

Maj." Samuel W. Melton, assistant adjutaut-general ; Surg. E. S. Gail-

lard, medical director; Maj. A. F. Cone, chief quartermaster; Maj. B.

McKennie, assistant quartermaster ; Maj. S. B. French, chief commis-

sary Maj E. F. Beckham, ordnance ofiQcer; Lieut. James Howard,

C. S.' Artillery, aide-de-camp.
^_ ^ ^^^^^^

Major- General.

Three Miles from Tunstall's Station,

Cross-Boads, New Kent, August 30, 1802.

Maj. Samuel W. Melton:
Major: The enemy advanced to-day to New Kent Court-House and

to Forge Mill, on the Diascund road. At the latter place 150 cavalry

reported. My scouts were fired upon by 40 or 50 men just this side of

New Kent Court-House. New Kent is about 9 miles from me, and

Forge Mill about 7 or 8 miles. I send scouts out again to-night. I un-

derstand that the Yankees are about leaving Williamsburg, and these

parties may be assuring their rear.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P. SHINGLEE,

Lieutenant-Colonel, &c.

August 31—8.30 p. m.

General: The above note has just been received. I expect some-

thing more definite by to-morrow morning.
Tours, respectfully,

G. W. S.

Headquarters,
Petershurg, Va., September 8, 18G2.

Hon. George W. Eandolph,
Secretary of War :

Sir : In pursuance to your instructions by indorsement on back of a
letter of John Goode, jr., I have the honor to report that the complaints
made by owners of negroes at work here on the defenses are founded on
misrepresentations. The negroes are well taken care of.

2d. The work is in the main part completed from the Appomattox
Eiver to near where it will cross the Jerusalem road. About four-fifths

of the work is therefore finished.

3d. Could the engineer department procure, say, 150 negroes, these
might be discharged on Saturday next, notwithstanding.

4th. That General Hill promised with his force to obstruct the Eoanoke
Eiver, because it can be done by the engineer force and such as I can
procure voluntarily in that section of country.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. G. FEENCH,
Brigadier- General.
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Special Orders, ^ Adjt. and Inspector General's Office,
^o- 211-

) Richmond, Va., September 9, 18C2.

XXV. Brig. Gen. G. J. Eains wiU turn over liis submarine defenses
ni James Eiver to Lieut. Hunter Baviilson, C. S. Navy***•#»*
By command of Secretary of War:

JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Engineer Bureau,
,, , ^ Richmond, Va., September 10, 1862.
Col. J. F. Gilmer,

Chief Engineer Department of Northern Virginia:

Colonel : Inclosed I send you a communication * from the Secretary
of War, directing the construction of a passage-way through the obstruc-
tions for the iron-clad steamer Eichmond. I inclose you also a tracing
of a drawing in my possession, showing the two upper lines of obstruc-
tions, with depths of water at ebb-tide. I have studied the question
with some care, and think the opening, if made, should be on the north
side of the river as near the bank as possible. The gateway may be ar-
ranged as shown below, although further study may greatly improve
the idea :

t

The bottom of the passage-way would of course have to be kept leveled
with pierres perdues, so that the lighter when sunk would come to the
low-water level. There is some difierence of opinion as to the propriety
of making the passage-way, and it would certainly seem of doubtful
policy to send below an ironclad vessel with an inferior single-acting
engine, at least if we are to form any judgment from recent disasters.
The whole question is now naturally referred to you as chief engineer
of the Department of Northern Virginia. It would seem an easy mat-
ter to raise the crib of the second line of obstructions, which one is too
low, to the level of low water. It is here mentioned as a matter of im-
portance.

Very respectfully, &c.,

ALPEED L. EIVES,
Acting Chief of Engineer Bureau.

Headquarters,
Richmond, Va., September 15, 1SC2.

Major-Gen eral S. G. French,
Commanding, &c., Petersburg, Va.

:

General : Tour letter of yesterday was received at 12 m. to-day. I

handed it to the Secretary, with the remark that unless he objected I

would send the regiments. He told me to use my own discretion, and
handed me a letter which he received a few moments before from .

[Original torn.] I inclose the letter* with this. Colonel Daniel takes

with him two of his best regiments and a fine battery. If the Second
North Carolina Cavalry will be of use to you in this expedition suspend
tiie order sending them forward until after you get back. I have directed

' Not fonod. t Drawing omitted.
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Colonel Daniel to retui^n with his command as soon as tlie expedition is

over. Strike the hardest blow you can. Communicate with me as often

as practicable.

With full confidence in your judgment, and wishing you every suc-

cess, I remain vours, truly,
G. W. SMITH,

Major- General, GommanfUng.

E EADQTJAKTEUS,
Wakefield, Ya., Septemher 17, 1802.

General S. G. French:
General : I fear very much that unless the business of building the

bridge and repairing the railroad be pushed our expedition will be a

very discreditable failure to us all. Capt. [Charles H.] Dimmock has

returned to Petersburg without my seeing him, so I do not know what

arrangement he has made; but there are no materials whatever here—

no timber, no tools, and no car-logs to haul the timber. The bridge

can best be built somewhere on the railroad, and when this is finished

transported down to Zuni ; but if the enemy choose to they can prevent

it until they are driven away. Whatever we are to do must be done

quickly, or all our trouble will be in vain.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. J. PETTIGEEW,
Brigadier- General.

P. S.—This was written before I received your note at night, but it

may as well go.

Wednesday Night, [September 17, 18G2.]

General S. G. French:
General: I have just received your note. You say nothing about

Daniel, but I suppose your note to him gives all the requisite direc-

tions. I inclose a note from Ferebee just come in. The captain you
saw in my tent said he thought some artillery had gone np by the river.

jSfevertheless I am surprised at the amount, for I was told that a lady
arrived at Franklin with dates up to Monday, and said there were only

six pieces. I shall order Burroughs to withdraw his pickets Saturday
night and rendezvous his force at Isle of Wight Court-House early on
Sunday morning, and proceed thence to the river opposite to Suffolk,

upon the supposition that we are to advance Sunday unless you make
a different disposition. Do send a courier to hunt up Lieutenant Ire-

dell, mj' ordnance ofiicer, and send him down here. I hope Morey will

have forage collected for us at Franklin. I think it would be well to

order down some extra surgeons. I am verj' poorly off in that line.

Upon the strength of the eighteen pieces I inclose an order for the two
iron 32s and a very good company. Moseley has not men enough in
his command to justify more guns. If they are to come to me here it

must be by rail, and I wish you would give an order for transporta-
tion. But I rather think they had better go by land, and if you agree
with me please alter the inclosed order so as to make them report at
Franklin instead of Wakefield and sfnd it out to Moseley's camp.

Very truly, yours,

J. J. PETTIGEEW,
Brigadier- General.
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[Inclosurc]

Headquarters,
Franklin, Va., Sepiemher 17, 18G2—11 a. ni.

Brig. Gen. J. J. Pettigrew:
General: My bridge across the Blaekwater will be- completed with

certainty in five hours. It will be strong enougli to support the heav-
iest artillery. The damage to the village from the guns of the enemy
on Monday last is of trifling importance—no damage in fact. The
strength of the enemy at Suffolk on Monday last was 1,901) cavalrv
five regiments of infantry, and eighteen pieces of artillery. This is re-
liable.

I am, general, most truly, yours,

D. D. FEREBEE,
Colonel, Commanding.

Headquarters Bains' Farm,
Walefidd, Va., September 17, 1SG2.

Major-General French, Gommandinej:

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of
this date. I herewith inclose the letter of iustructioni- to Colonel
Owens, commanding Fifty-third Eegiment North Carolina Infantry,
whose regiment I wish to join me. The instructions in regard to the
route I shall leave with yon to give according to your suggestions.

Very respectfully, «&;c.,

JUI^IUS DANIEL,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

COLERAIN, N. C, September 18, 1862.

Hon. Zebulon B. Vance, Baleigh, ^\ C. ;

Sir : Some of the leading farmers and citizens of Bertie County had
a consultation on the 15th instant in Windsor, it being Monday of
superior court, for the purpose of making representations to Your Ex-
cellency in regard to the condition of affairs in this county and to ask
some executive action in their behalf. Lewis Thompson, esq., was ap-
pointed to visit Ealeigh and see you in person, but he not being able to

go until about October 1, 1 was requested in the mean time to lay before
you in writing the points agreed to be presented and the reasons which
induced the gentlemen present to ask some action upon them.

This county is almost entirely surrounded by the waters of the Al-
bemarle Sound and the Eoauoke and Chowan Rivers, all of which are

navigable to the largest of the enemy's steamers, while the Caskie River
and Salmon Creek, running into the very heart of the county, are navi-

gable to his steamers of highest draught. Upon these water-courses lie

the main body of the excellent farming lands of the county, and several

thousand slaves are ajjon these lands. The gunboats of the enemy are

traversing these waters almost daily. Occasionally the enemy laud a

few troops at unexpected points, but so far have committed very little

depredation. The military post at Plymouth is upon the very t)order

of the county and is accessible by the water-courses above named.
There is not a Confederate soldier here, and not the least show of pro-
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tectiou extended to the citizens. They are completely at the mercy of
the enemy and nothing buthis clemency prevents their total ruin. The
])eople are for the most part loyal to the Confederacy and have acted
with surprising prudence and faithfulness. But how long is it prudent
to suffer these people to depend entirely upon the enemy for safety and
feel that they are neglected, if not abandoned, by their own Government ?

The greater i^art of the able-bodied men of the county have volunteered
in companies raised in this and the adjoining counties and are now in

the army. Some have been taken out by the conscript law, and the
attempted executioa of that law has driven many of not very reliable

character to the enemy at Plymouth, and many more of little better

character are in readiness to repair to Plymouth or to the gunboats if its

further execution is attempted. The loyal citizens have more to dread
from these deserters than from the regular enemy. By the census of
18C0 it ai)pears that there are 8,000 slaves in this county and only 6,000
whites. They have as yet lost comparatively few slaves, but it is with
great difQculty that the few men left here, unsupported by a show of
military force, are able to guard the avenues of escape and keep up
eflicient police regulations. If they should attempt to remove tlie

slaves the most of thein would run off at once, and any general attempt
to remove them would produce an almost universal stampede, resulting
in the loss of the negroes and endangering the lives of the few citizens.
But if the removal could be effected, how could so large a number be fed
elsewhere, and what would become of the property necessarily left be-
hind? But as Southern men they take another view of the conse-
quences of such a removal. If the slave-holders, being men of means,
flee upon the approach of danger and leave the poorer classes, who are
unable to move, and the families of soldiers in the army exposed not
only to the enemy but to the gangs of runaway slaves, it will produce
a state of things and of feeling much to be dreaded. Is it not the duty
of the influential slave-holder to remain and to exert himself to i)reserve
social order and to i)revent an entire disruption of society? It is hoped
that the enemy will soon be driven away, and these people are bearing
up under their troul)les sustained by that hope, feeling that they have
been and still are neglected, but yet willing to believe that the best has
been done that circumstances would allow. Several months spent in
this state of constant danger and anxiety has enabled the thinking men
of this county to see what was necessary to be done more clearly, per-
haps, than can be seen by those at a distance, even in authority, who
must judge from reports only.
They met in Windsor on the 15th instant and agreed to ask the in-

fluence of Your Excellency with the Confederate authorities to adopt
the following measures and such others as may be deemed most ex-
pedient :

1st. That two companies of cavalry be quartered in Bertie County
permanently, and they desire especially the two companies commanded
by Captains Eandolph and Eure, which are now somewhere on the
Seaboard and Eoanoke Eailroad. They ask these two ofiBcers because
they know them to be men of great discretion, having the entire confi-
dence of the people of this section. They think a force under an indis-
creet ofiBcer would be of more injury than benefit. For instance, should
an otticer exhibit any troops upon water-courses in sight of the enemv
It would cause a shelling of the whole neighborhood, and if near any
dwelling would insure its destruction. They deem the character of the
otticer sent in this emergency of the very greatest importance, and would
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prefer no force to one under an oflicer of doubtful judgment. With this

cavalry to back them tlie citizens left could ]>reserve order and prevent
any great number of slaves from escaping. The very presence of sucli

a force would intimidate the enemy and embolden the loyal citizens to

speak and act with freedom and zeal. The loyal citizens of this county
ought to have some support. The interest of the Confederacy in this

section requires it.

2d. That the President be requested by Your Excellency to exercise
the discretion vested in him by the late act of Congress to exempt this

county from further execution of the conscript law. There are not now
men enough in the county for efBcient police duty, and any further
attempt at executing the law instead of getting soldiers for our army
would run recruits to the enemy, for the correct-minded men subject to

the law have already gone to camp. The substantial men of the county
dread to see the others made their enemies. If the conscript law is

extended to forty-five years its execution would complete the ruin of

this county.
3d. That no military order requiring slaves to work on fortifications

or serve in the army be sent to this county. Its effect would be to make
the slaves run off and very few could be obtained under the order, for

it would be idle to attempt to hunt negroes in this section now.

But another reason why such an order should not be sent here, and
why the counties bordering on the enemy's lines should be especially

exempted by name, is this : If the Confederate authorities commence
taking these exposed slaves, or any part of them, the enemy will then

have a military excuse to take those that are left, and they will not be

slow to do so. Mr. Thompson will be in Ealeigh about October 1 to

communicate verbally with Tour Excellency upon this subject and to

make more full and specific statements than can be well done within

the limits of a letter.

I have written under the instructions of the meeting of Bertie gentle-

men, as mentioned above, but allow me to add that for the most part I

approve their recommendations and think it is the best that could be

done under the circumstances. Perhaps so small a force as two com-

panies might be in danger of being cut off by the enemy, but I think in

an emergency the citizens would rally with such arms as they could get

to repel an attack. If the Confederate authorities are not able to do

something it might be well to authorize the raising of a State force to

operate m this section. It could be done without diflficulty under a

proper officer, and would be efficient after awhile; but something ought

to be done for this section of the State at once.

Allow me personally to assure you of my esteem and readiness to

render you all the service in my power in any measures deemed best

for the interests of the State.

Yoixrs, most respectfully,
^^^^ p^^^_

Headquarters,
Eiclimond, Va., September 18, 18G2.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French,
Commanding, &c.

:

GENERAL : If vou are not entity satisfied that your force is ample,

and that prompt'and complete success can be attained, your movement

should be suspended and the troops should promptly return to their
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original positions. A good deal of time has elapsed in preparing, and
I am satisfied that the enemy are well informed of our intentions and
that they are prepared. Besides, the indications are that they would
avail themselves of any advantage they might gain and follow us up.

They have reoccupied Williamsburg in force and are extending their

lines again in this direction f-rom that point. An attempt was made
last night to hurn the bridges over the river here. It is not wise at this

time to bring on a uonbtful conflict so far from our lines and so close

to their strongholds. Unless you are certain of great advantages sus-

pend your operations and let the greater part of the troops resume their

former positions.

Kesi)ectfully and truly, yours,
^ ^ •'''

' G.W.SMITH,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquaetees Department of North Cakoliwa,
Richmond, Va., September 18, 1862.

Maj. Geu. S. G. French :

Your letter of yesterday is received. If you are not entirely satisfied

that you have ample means for accomplishing the object promptly and
successfully you had better suspend the movement. I have already

furnished you more than could well be spared. There are indications

that the enemy has notice of our intentions and is prepared to meet us,

and also to take advantage of the fact that the troops are absent from
the defenses of this city.

G. W. SMITH,
Major-General, Commanding.

General Orders, » Adjt. and Inspector General's Office,
No. 69. I Richmond, Va., September 10, 1862.

III. Hereafter the command of Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith will embrace
that part of the country lying south of the line of operations under
General E. B. Lee, including the Department of North Carolina. All
commanders within these geographical limits will report to and receive
their orders from Major-General Smith.*******
By order

:

S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

September 19, 1862.

I have information from Suffolk as late as Wednesday afternoon. The
force is two full regiments and three skeleton regiments of infantry
numbering 3,800, 1,900 cavalry, and six pieces of artillery. The Yankee
merchants are packing up their goods preparatory to a move. Yankee
cavalry to the number of 140 now encamped iu 5 miles of us to watch
our movements. The bridge comi)lete.

D. D. FEREBEE,
Colonel, Commanding.



Chai>. XXX.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 749

Headquaktebs,
Eichmond, Va., September 27, 1862.

Maj. Gen. S. G. Feench,
(Jomdg. Dept. of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va.

:

Genekal : Your report of movements in the direction of SufiFolk and
the causes which induced you to suspend operations was duly received.
You acted wisely in returning under the circumstances as developed

;

there was too great doubt of success to justify an engagement in that
quarter at this time.

I received your note of the 23d, inclosing pencil report of agent from
Suffolk. It seems to have been delivered to the Secretary of War, and
by hiui handed to General Magruder to be given to me. Magruder did
not meet me, and forgot the note. Ifot having heard from you since, I

infer that the report has not been confirmed. I think it important that
you should as far as [practicable] and consistent with other duties and
necessities hold your forces in North Carolina in condition and position

to move promptly in this direction at any and all times. General Lee
is far off, and we may be called upon suddenly without aid from him to

repel au attack in force. The Secretary of War has several times sug-

gested the withdrawal of Major Burroughs' companies of cavalry. He
intends uniting [them] with others upon this side and forming a regi-

ment. I request that you at the earliest moment have these Virginia

companies under Major Burroughs relieved by other cavalry and or-

dered to report to Major Melton, adjutant- general of my command, in

this city. We have found here large numbers of men left behind, sick

or unfit to march, in the different camps at the time General Lee's forces

left. These men have been collected and sent forward to their com-

mands. I would be glad if any such remain in your vicinity to have

you collect and organize them in detachments, under control of ofiBcers

iind non-commissioned oflicers, and send them forward by the cars.

On arriving here they will be taken charge of by Colonel Walker's

guard, which is under General [Winder], and dispatched to Winchester.

Large quantities of arms, clothing, tents, * • • the camps in

this vicinity, and I presume something of the same kind, but to a less

extent, occurred near Petersburg; if so, have measures taken to rem-

edy the evil. I hope that you are getting the detached companies and

irregular forces into satisfactory shape.

Have you heard from Col. J. O. Long, sent to inspect Partisan Ban-

gers in Western Korth Carolina ?

Eespectfully and truly, yours,
^ ^ SMITH,

Major-General.

I have just received your note of this morning since writing the

above.

State of I-Torth Carolina, Executive Department,
Raleigh, N. C, September 28, 1862.

General GusTAVXJS W. Smith,
Commanding Department of North Carolina

:

General: I learn that the troops (cavalry) in Eastern North Caro^

liua are to be brigaded, which is proper enough; but the very first

order calls all of them to Garysburg, leaving the whole coast of North
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Carolina without protection. Without the protection of the cavalry

the finest provision region in the State can be desolated by the enemy
in a few days. It is not to be thought of for a moment, and I earnestly

protest against it. If it is not the intention of the President to protect

us we must protect ourselves. Major Evans will speak more particu-

larly.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

Z. B. VANCE.

Col

Executive Office,
Richmond, Va., September 29, 1862.

J. E. Davis,
Aide-de-Camp, Richmond, Va.:

Colonel : Ton will proceed to Petersburg, Va., and confer with Gen-

eral French respecting the general condition of his command, and es-

])ecially as to the number, organization, and efBcieney of the partisan

troops serving, or being proposed for service, in that district; also as

to the number, position, and movements of the enemy in the country

on the south side of the James Eiver and eastern coast of North Caro-

lina. Should it be requisite yen will visit the encampments of the par-

tisans and the camp of instruction near to Ealeigh ; but it is desired

that you should return by or before Thursday next.

Very respectfully, yours,
JEFFEESON DAVIS.

Abstract from Iteturn of the Department South of James River, commanded hy Brig. Gen.
S. G. French, for Scptcmba', 1802.
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Abstract from Field Beturn of troops commanded hy Maj. Gen. G. TV. Amith, October 1,

1862 {headquarters, Eichmoiid, fa. ).

Commancls.

Present for
duty.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, commanding:
Troops in Nortli Carolina {Wilmington and Kinston)..
Troops in Yircinia (Petersburg)

Brig. Gen. H. A. Wise's brigade, Chaffin's I'ai-m

Col. T.J. Page, Chaffin's Bluff
Brig. Gen. J. Daniel's brigade, near Drcwry's Bluff
Lieut. Col. "\V. P. Shinpler's cavalry, piclieting the Peninaulj.
liichmond defenses, light and heavy batteries around Eich^''*

mond.
jS' ear Brook Run, on Brook turnpike

:

54th Kcpjment Norlh Carolina S'tate Troops
57th Kepiment Korth Carolina State Troops
5!)th Ketriment Georgia Volunteers
42d Ke.^imcnt Mississippi Volunteers

Brigadier-General Winder, Department of Henrico (includes
(Jamp Lee, city gnaid, &c.)

('olonel Chambliss, on Kappahannock

:

61st llcgimcut Virginia Volunteers
J 3th Kcgiincnt Virpnia Cavalry*
2!l Kecitnent North Carolina Cavaliy *

Capt. S. S. Lee, C. S. Navy, Drewry's Bluff*

420
242
111
23

191

11
89

7,117
4,498
1,660

265
2,908

147
1,693

377
691
622
443

1,743

7,515
4,680
1, 705
329

3,044
108

1,825

405
002
038
470

1,751

9,205
5,569
2,214

413
3,803
223

2,238

502
767
789
C33

2,097

10, 756
6,057
2,780

481
4,922

261
2,983

704
978
991
741

2, 522

Grand total 1,262 22,456 23,606 29, 057

* No report received.

Richmond, Va., October 1, 1802.

General Jones, Winchester, Va. :

Inform General Lee that a fleet of one hundred and twenty-five to one
hundred and thirty transports moved up toward Alexandria on the 2i)th

ultimo; that the enemy had blown up the fortifications atEvansportaud
Cock Pit Point; that 300 cavalry occupied Warrenton on the same day,
paroled the sick and wounded and left at night ; that two regiments of

infantry, one of cavalry, and a battery of four pieces are moving toward
Warrenton and the Kflppahannock. These are all the facts. It is re-

l^orted that Sigel on the 27th ultimo moved on Centreville with 30,000

men, mostly new regiments (destination Gordonsville), and that a large

force was to advance immediately toward Richmond via Fredericksburg.*

AVe have pretty reliable information that the force at Suffolk has been

increased to about 18,000 men.
G. W. SMITH,

Major-Gcncral.

Hdqrs., liichmond, Va., October 2, 1SG2.

Maj. Gen. S. G. Feencu,
Comdg. Department of North Carolina, Petershury, Va.

:

General : Yours of yesterday is received. I think it advisable to or-

der up the two regiments proposed, i. e., one from Wilmington and one

from Kinston, immediately. I would then feel that we had two brigades

immediately available for any point, at the same time leaving a respect-
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able force at Petersburg, at Drewry 's Bluff, and at Chaffln's Bluff. The ac-

cumulation offeree at Suffolk is such that in case they should land below
the obstructions on James Eiver a force from their large fleet of trans-
jjorts, we would need all the available force from North Carolina. Please
have the two regiments that will be left at each of the points named

—

Wilmington and Kinston—ready to move whenever called upon. In case
the enemy makes a very strong demonstration upon Gordonsville and
General Lee is not in position to meet it, 1 shall have to move some of

the forces from here in that direction ; and as both Richmond and Peters-

burg must be guarded, this might require that all the troops except the
heavy artillery, some cavalry, and a few infantry companies for guards
of bridges, &c., should be withdrawn from North Carolina. Be ready. I

directed the adjutant- general to send you the information received here
upon which the telegram of yesterday was based. How far down the
James River does your signal line extend now? Give us the earliest prac-

ticable accurate information of the movements of the enemy. I am much
obliged to you for sending General Rains' letter. I directed it to be re-

turned, thinking you would prefer to file it inyour ownofiSce. Let me have
Burroughs' cavalry companies as soon as you can. Theyare much needed
above. If the particular company you refer to from the vicinity of Suf-
folk cannot be spared now, keep it for the present ; send on the others.
Say to General Pettigrew, please, that it is contemplated that his brigade
will be called in this direction for active service. I know he will be ready.
Communicate with me freely and in full all your views and wishes.

I remain, respectfully and trulv, yours,

G. W. SMITH,
Major-Gencral, Commanding.

Headquaetees Disteict of Noeth Caeolina,
Raleigh, N. C, October 5, 1862,

Hon. Seceetaey op Wae :

SiE : When I was assigned to the command of this district by the
direction of General Lee I assumed the general control of the con-
scription or recruiting business in the State. So, after doing so, I
deemed it advisable to issue the inclosed order, in connection with the
order and proclamation of Governor Vance. The good effect of that
order has been very perceptible. Your telegram* to Major Mallett of
yesterday's date will set aside this order and cause great complaint.
I respecfully suggest that men be not forced into regiments, but be
allowed the choice assured in my order, Major Mallett only using such
influence as he can to direct their choice. Should a sudden emergency
require the use of 400 or 500 men in the vicinity of Richmond it would
be better, in my judgment, to order the camp guard there for a week or
so than to compel conscripts to go to those regiments.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, •

J. G. MARTIN,
Brigadier- General.

[IluloreemCDt.]

Write to General Martin ihat it was deemed necessary, in order to
insure uniformity in the execution of the law for the enrollment of con-
scripts, that It should be conducted under the control of the depart-
ment, and it was so ordered on April 28 last in General Oiders, No.

* Not fouud.
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S; w^f '^^^^i^'J^f^^'']
^""^ <:Oufirme(l the views tben taken, and ithas been found that to place the enrollment of conscripts under thecontrol of the general commanding a department, subjects it to change

Avith every change of a department commander. General Leo's orders

rn^rt^in°f\°'l^'^
^"^

T''^'''^
^'^^ ^^^ P^^'^^^ ^^"'^ ^^^"'^^ Order of theS -.f?K l^r*

."lerely to secure the valuable aid of the adjutant-gen-
eral of the Stat« m carrying that policy out. The only objection to theorder proposed by General Martin is that it conflicts with the conscript
act in restricting the maximum of infantry companies to a smaller num-
ber than is aUowed by that act. The right to volunteer before enroll-ment is reserved by law, and the order to Major Mallett only applies
to enrolled men. Orders have been given for the immediate iillin^ up
ot the Yirginia and Iforth Carolina regiments at Richmond, because
the enemy are preparing to attack the city with a heavy force.

G. w. iiANDOLrn.
[lucloaures.]

General Orders,
^ State op N. C, Executive Dept.,
> Adjt. General's Office (Militia),

^o- '7-
) Raleigh, N. C, September 13, 180:i.

I. Colonels and other ofiBcers in command of the Militia of ISTorth
Carolina are hereby ordered to bring all men liable to conscription in
their commands and all soldiers absent from their regiments without
leave to the camp of instruction at Ealeigh. All power necessary for
the enforcing of this order is hereby given them.

II. A failure or refusal to comply with this order will subject the of
fender to the penalties of a court-martial and consequent reduction to
the ranks.

III. The executive, through its own officers, having thus undertaken
to collect all persons liable to militia duty instead of allowing Confed-
erate officers to do so, it is earnestly hoped that all will come up promptly
to the ])erformance of their duty.

By order of Governor Vance :

J. G. MARTIN,
Adjutant- General.

A proclamation by Z. B. Vance, Governor ofXortli Carolina.

Executive Department of North Carolina,
September 18, 1862.

Whereas information has reached me that certain persons, unmindful
of the calls of patriotism and forgetful of the duties of good citizens, are

using their influence to prevent obedience to the law of Congress known
as the conscription law, and that others are attempting to organize an
open resistance to its execution ; and whereas such conduct being not
only in direct violation of law, but also tietrimental in the highest degree

to the cause of our country, it becomes my sacred duty to prevent and
repress the same by all the means iu my power

:

Now, therefore, I, Zebulon B. Vance, Governor of North Carolina, do
issue this my proclamation warning all such persons to desist from such
unpatriotic and criminal conduct, earnestly hoping that all who are dis-

inclined to defend their homes themselves, either by reason of age, in-

lirmity, or cowardice, will cease to dissuade those who are willing, and no-

tifying positively all persons contemplating an armed resistance to the

liiw, if there really be any such njjsguicled iii|(l evil disposed persons in

^8 IJ E—VOL XVIII
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our midst, that they will commit the crime of treason according to the
laws of Congress, and must not expect to escape its penalties. While
thousands upon thousands of our best and bravesthave cheerfully obeyed
the law, and by their patriotic valor have driven the enemj' back to the
Potomac, it would be an intolerable outrage upon them to permit others

to shirk or evade the law, or worse still, to resist it by open violence.

Let no one, therefore, be deceived. The law will be enforced, and I ap-

peal to all loyal and patriotic citizens to sustain those who are charged
with its execution.

Given under my hand and attested by the great seal of the State. Done
at the city of Ealeigh the 18th day of September, 1862.

Z. B. VANCE.
By the Governor

:

E. H. Battle, Jr.,

Private Secretary.

General Orders, \ Hdqrs. District of ISToeth Carolina,
No. 2. ( Raleigh, N. C, September 9, 1862.

I. All persons liable to military duty under the conscription law are
hereby required to come to the camp of instruction near this city at

once. Those doing so will be allowed to select the infantry regimeuts
they wish to join, and unless full they will be assigned accordingly.

II. The regiments of infantry and artillery on duty in this State are
authorized to enlist conscripts to increase each company of infantry and
heavy artillery to 100 men, but not exceeding it, and light batteries to
150 men.
By command of Brig. Geu. J. G. Martin :

A. GOEDON,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

State of N. Carolina, Executive Deft., A. G. O.,
Raleigh, ISF. C, September 22, 1862.

The $50 bounty will be paid to all men who come into camp under
this call before they leave to join their regiments.

J. G. MARTIN,
Adjutant- General.

Engineer Bxjreau,
Richmond, Va., October 9, 1862.

Col. Walter Gwynn, Richmond, Va.

:

Sir : By direction of the honorable Secretary of War you are hereby
assigned, as an agent of the Department, to make an examination of the
navigable watercourses in the eastern part of the State of North Caro-
lina, viz, the Neuse, Tar, Eoanoke, and Chowan Rivers, with a view to
their defense against a naval and land attack. It is desirable to control
the rivers as far down as possible, and thus afford all the protection in
our power to plantations and other property along their borders. To
be efl'ective the defense in each case will consist of two distinct parts

:

First, the placing of strong obstructions in the channel of the river:
second, batteries (with works of proper strength for defense against a
land attack) so placed on the bank as to have a complete command of
the obstructing works. As the garrison that can be furnished for each
tort will have to be small, the facilities for sending prompt succor to
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each position occupied must be carefully studied. The strength of pro-
file to be given to the works along the land fronts will of course be
governed by the same consideration. It is hoped that it will be found
practicable to occupy a point on the Neuse at least as low as Kinston,
on the Tar as low as Greenville, and on the Eoanoke as low as Ham-
ilton. This can only be determined upon, however, after making the
examination intrusted to you. As to the Chowan River, it is probably
at present so entirely under the control of the enemy as to prevent us
liom holding any point along its banks. In the progress of events this

occupation may become practicable, in which case you will make the
desired examination. In the selection of sites for batteries to command
rivers high points should be preferred, and the open range of river

below should not be greater than that of our own guns. As soon as you
have decided upon the positions to be held and the gensral character
of the works, namely, obstructions, batteries, forts, &c., you will report
at once to this Bureau, sending such sketches, maps, and plans as will

give a full understanding of your projects. At the same time you will

make preparations for procuring all necessary materials and labor for

construction, reporting the results at once to this office. Application
will be made to the major-general commanding at Richmond for in-

structions to be given to the commanders in North Carolina to furnish

troops, when needed, for protecting the operations now committed to

your charge. At the earliest day practicable two assistants will be as-

signed to you, with the hope that by their aid you can press the defenses

the more rapidly to a stat« of efficiency. You will please to proceed to

North Carolina at once and enter upon the duties assigned you. You
will notify this Bureau as early as possible as to the point at which the

assistants shall be ordered to report to you. Prompt arrangements

will be made for paying the necessary expenses.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. GILMER,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Engineer Bureau.

Headquarters,
Richmond, Fa., October 10, 1862.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French,
Comdg. Department of iS'orth Carolina, Fetershurg, Va.:

General : The Secretary of War says that although we cannot form

the Partisan Rangers into a brigade regularly there is no reason why

the regiments of Colonel Claiborne, Colonel Ferebee, Colonel Griffin,

and Colonel Evans should not all be required to report to Brigadier-

General Robertson. He requests that this be done and that General

Robertson be assigned to command the pickets and outposts of these

re"-iments as well as the camp of instruction, and that the picket and

outpost dutv^be performed by details, so that all may share instruction

in camp. If General Robertson will request the adjutant and inspector

general to assign an assistant adjutant-general or quartermaster and a

commissary to his command it will be done, and his wishes I am sure

will bQ complied with in regard to the particular officers he may desig-

• yate for these places, if it is practicable to do so.

Very respectfully and truly, yours,
^ ^ miTlR

Major- General, Vommanding.
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Engineer Bureau, Richmond, Va., October 11, 1862.

Maj. Samuel W. Melton,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Richmond, Va.

:

Major : By direction of the Secretary of War I have assigned to

Col. Walter Gywnn, civil engineer, the duty of examining the Neuse,

Tar, Eoanoke, and Chowan Eivers, including their tributaries, with a

view to their defense by obstructions placed in the rivers and batteries

commanding the same. Colonel Gwynn is instructed to proceed with

the works at once, if practicable. To aid him and give the necessary

protection to his operations I have to respectfully request Major-Gen-

eral Smith, commanding, to give orders to the commanders m North

CaroUna and at Petersburg, Va., to act in concert with Colonel Gwynn,

and afford him every assistance possible with the troops under their

respective commands. I will, if possible, assign two engineer ofiacers

to assist in pressing forward the contemplated works. It is hoped the

planters along the rivers will be able to furnish the requisite labor for

constructing the defenses.

I am, very respectfully, &c.,
'

J. F. GILMEE,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Bureau.

P. S.—Please furnish a copy of the general's orders to this Bureau for

the use of Colonel Gwynn.

Engineer Bureau,
Richmond, Va., October 11, 1862.

Capt. C. E. Collins,
Corps of Engineers, C. S.Army, Smithville, N. C. :

Captain : Your letter of the 2d instant was received three or four

days ago, but a pressure of current business in this office has prevented

an earlier reply. In reference to the construction of casemates in Fort
Caswell I have to say that it is, in my judgment, impracticable to do
so, but as a protection to the artillerists thick and high traverses should

be constructed between the guns and the parapet raised on the right

and left so as to form half embrasures, giving only such field of fire as

may be necessary to cover the channels of approach. The parapet
ought to have a height of not less than 5J even feet above the level of

the terreplein, and the intermediate traverses should have a thickness
of Hot less than 18 feet at the base. If the guns are too near each other
to allow space for traverses of the requisite dimensions then every
alternate one should be removed and mounted at new points selected

so as to give the best fire jwssible on the approaches. For revetting
the traverses the turf or sod from the low, marshy ground adjacent will

probably answer, also for the increased height to be given to the para-
pet on the right and left of each gun. If possible, you should form
bomb-proofs within the work for sheltering the artillerists not engaged
in serving the guns. At the rear end aud under the intermediate
traverses may be a proper place for the bomb-proofs. If possible, addi-
tional long-range guns will be provided for Fort Caswell. As soon as
tbe new appropriations become available funds will be placed to your
credit, as promised by Captain Eives. It is out of the power .of this
Bureau, owing to the many calls for engineer officers, to furnish you witb-
an assistant at this tkue. If the works will be delayed for the want of
one you must employ a competent civil engineer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. GILMEB,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief ofEngineer' Bureau,
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Headqttabtees,
BicJimond, Va.. October 13, 1862.

Major-General French,
Commanding Department of North Carolina

:

General,: In giving instructions for replacing incompetent men on
signal duty by other details the major-general commanding designed
to restrict snch details to your command proper, his authority over
men from other armies who may be in hospital only continuing so long
as they are properly retained as inmates. He directs that you will re-

gard General Lee's orders in reference to Sergt. H. M. Cottiughaui,

Oompany B, Second Georgia Battalion, and Private Thomas F. Holly,

Company H, Third Alabama Regiment, as imperative, and remand these

men to their respective commands. Their places in the Signal Corps will

be supplied by details from your own command. An order has been
issued to-day (a copy of which has been furnished you) assigning Col.

Walter Gwynn, civil engineer, to the duty of examining the Neuse, Tar,

Roanoke, and Chowan Rivers, with a view to their defenses, and direct-

ing you to assist as far as possible with the forces under your command.
If possible, two other engineer officers will assist in pressing the works
forward. It is very desirable that measures be taken to procure labor

from the planters along these rivers, and the major-general commanding
desires that whatever may be necessary to that end be done promptly.

If the people will furnish the assistance reasonably expected of them

the works can be completed at an early day.

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant,

SAML. W. MELTON,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Engineer Bureau,
Richmond, Fa., October 14, 1862.

Lieut. W. G. Bender,
Corps of Engineers, Provisional Army, Riclimond, Va. :

Sir : Herewith I hand you an order to proceed to GoldsborougL, N. C,

and report to Col. Walter Gwynn, civil engiueer, for duty. As an

assistant in the operations committed to Colonel Gwynn, in addition to

the ordinary duties of the engineer, you are charged with the disburse-

ments of all funds to be expended iu payment for materials and work-

manship applied in the construction of defenses along the rivers of

Eastern North Carolina and for surveys of the country bordering tberc-

ou For this purpose funds will be placed to your credit with the treas-

urer of the Confederate States at Richmond, Va. You will keep and

render this Bureau, for transmission to the Treasury, the monthly

and quarterly statements and accounts as required by the Army Regu-

lations. On your application to this offlce the necessary blank forms

will be supplied.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
' ^

'

J. F. GILMER,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Bureau

.

Executive Office,
Richmond, October 17, 1862.

His Excellency Zebulon B. Vance, Governor of North Carolina:

My Dear Sir : The resolutions adopted at a meeting of the citizens

of Onslow County, -North Carolina, referred to me by you, were duly

received, and have occupied my serious attention.
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I have not been unmindful of the condition of the eastern portion of

your State, and can make allowance for the anxiety felt by those who
reside there. Efforts are industriously made to organize and instruct

the new levies of mounted troops, that force being most relied on to

protect your exposed districts, and you may be assured that the Gov-

ernment will do everything in its power to defend the citizens of Ons-

low against the depredations of the enemy. Witli this view General

French has received orders to send thither as soon as practicable a

force to prevent marauding expeditions and afiord protection to private

propertv.
r, -2^ ,, ,

Tlie large and increasing numbers of the enemy at buliolk, whence

he threatens North Carolina and Virginia as well as our principal line

of communication, has rendered it necessary to concentrate our forces

at a point where they can ofier the most effective resistance ; and in

the success of that resistance I am sure that the intelligent citizens ot

Onslow County, as well as of the rest of North Carolina, will perceive

how deeply they are interested.

I gratefully acknowledge the earnest and patriotic manner in which,

since your assumption of the executive authority in North Carolina,

you have labored to fill her battle-thinned regiments and recruit our

armies in the field. I am happy in the confidence that you will con-

tinue to afford this Government your valuable co-operation, and beg to

assure you of the deep interest I feel in all that relates to the security

and welfare of your State.

Very respectfully and truly, yours,
JEFFERSON DAVIS.

State of Nokth Carolina, Executive Depaktment,
Raleigh, Octoher 20, 1SG2.

His Excellency President Davis:

Deae Sir: Pardon me for addressing you in regard to a matter that

should ordinarily come before the Quartermaster-General, but its im-

portance justifies me in bringing the matter directly to your notice.

Large quantities of harness are made in this State by contract with
the Confederate Government agents. The prices paid being more remu-
nerative, almost two-thirds of our leather is made into harness instead

of shoes. As shoes are now our greatest need I respectfully suggest
that the Quartermaster-General cease to contract for leather harness
and allow the whole product of our tanneries to go into the manufacture
of shoes. Harness sufficiently strong for all reasonable purposes can
be made of heavy cotton goods. Much of it is in use in this State, and
is found to answer every end. So far as ray observation goes it would
enable us to double the amount of shoes produced.

I need not remind you of the importance of this item for the array
nor of the great difQculty we are realizing in getting a supply.
Hoping yon may think favorably of the suggestion, I remain, very

respectfully, your obedient servant,

Z. B. VANCE.

Engineer Bureau,
Richmond, Va., Octoher 20, 18C2.

Col. Walter Gwtnn, Einston, N. C.

:

Colonel : I am in receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, in which
you describe the position of the defensive works on the Neuse River, 3
miles below the town of Kinston, constructed by Maj. W. B. Thompson.
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The selection of a better position for defending the river is desirable
especially if one can be found below. Much must be left to your judc'
ment and experience in making the chauge, but when you have chosen
a new site you wdl as soon as possible furnish this office with a full de-
scription and sketch of the ground and the approaches. If vou need
the service of Major Thompson as au assistant you cau retain him His
local knowledge will give him advantages that will no doubt make his
services the more valuable. 1 presume Lieuts. [W. G.T Bender and
Randolph, Provisional Engineers, have reported to vou by this time as
assistants. You have the authority to employ agents to collect the nec-
essary negro force to construct the work committed to your charge, and
foremen or overseers to direct their labors to the best advantage. With
the services of Major Thompson and Lieutenants Bender and Eandolph
as assistants it is hoped that you will not find it necessary to employ
persons in the capacity of superintendents. It docs not appear from
the records of the Adjutant and Inspector General's Office that Major
Thompson holds the appointment of major in the Provisional Army of
the Confederacy. Is he an officer in one of the North Carolina regiments
now in the Confederate service ? I fear that there will be much difficulty
in procuring a sufficient number of chains and anchors for securing
heavy rafts, such as you propose for obstructions in place of cribs sunk
with the stone or in place of piling. You will please to make every
effort to procure such materials as will be needed for the works you may
decide upon. You will purchase all the shovels and spades you can and
on the best terms they can be procured ; also such other tools as may be
necessary. If you fail to get as many as you may need the Bureau may
be able to aid you to a limited extent.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. GILMEE,
Colonel and Chief of Bureau.

Abstract from Field Eeturn of troops commanded bij Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, October 20,
1662 (headquarters, Richmond. Va.).

Commands.

Department of North Carolina
Chaflm'sBlaff:

Brigadier-General Wise's briga<le
Col. T. J. Page

Drewry's Blaff, Brigadier-G-eneral Baniel's brigade.
Picketing Peninsula, Holcombe Legion (cavalry)
Kichmond defenses
On Brook Enn

:

42d Kegiment Mississippi Volunteers
54tli Korth Carolina Troops
57tli North Carolina Troops

On Itappahannock

:

61st Virginia Infantry
59tli Georgia Volunteers.*
13th Virginia Cavalry*
2d North Carolina Cavalry*

Fredericksbarg, 15th Virginia Cavalry*
Drewry sBlu^Capt. S. S.I-ee,C.&Navy*
Bepartment of Henrico*

Grand total

.

Present for
duty.

IIG
2;j

198
n
87

27
29
25

11, 537

1,699
265

3,359
147

1,679

340
.540

562

20, 532

14, 805

2,260
413

4,475
223

2,128

490
720
737

500

26, 703

17, 767

2,887
481

5,437
201

2,845

0C5
873
971

32, 658

* No report received.
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Headquaeteks,
Petersburg, Va., October 22, 1862.

[Governor Vance, Raleigh, N. G. :\

Deak. Governor : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of

your letter of yesterday.

Let me first assure you that you have not the interest and welfare ot

the people of your State more at heart than I have.

2d. That after the departure of General Lee to Northern Virginia

North Carolina was stripped of all her available forces to meet the enemy

on the Potomac.
3d. That on the threatening advance of the enemy at Warrenton and

Lower Potomac I was directed to hold all the regiments at points on the

line of the railroads to move up here, and in this condition they now

mostly remain. It was my wish to rapidly mass my forces and stnke

blows at different points where the enemy were in small force in difter-

ent parts of your State, but the requirements of General Lee have, to-

gether with the accumulation of the troops of the enemy at Suffolk, pre-

vented my doing so.

4th. Finding the enemy not disposed to advance, some days since 1

sent orders to Col. [W. P.] Martin (Seventeenth Kegiment) to hold his

troops ready to move on Plymouth ; that Colonel Cantwell would join

him, &c., and not to disclose the movement to any human being. I did

not know the colonel was on leave. The orders to both him and Cant-

well were on the outside marked " Private," lest some staff officer should

open them. The result was Martin's "Private" letter and Cantwell's

must have been forwarded to them, and neither being with their regi-

ments nothing has been heard from them.
5th. On the 20th, Eadcliffe's regiment was ordered up in place of Cant-

well's, and Colonel Eadcliffe has been directed to move with his regiment

and Martin's on Plymouth, to drive out the enemy and give the people

of Martin, Washington, and Tyrrell Counties an opportunity to bring

out their provisions, &c. As secrecy is the soul of success in cases of

this kind, I told no one except one officer on my staff, who did part of

the writing for me. I presume Eadcliffe wiU move the last of this week,

or early next week, on Plymouth, and 1 hope with successful results.

About this you had better say nothing, for between gossip and the news-

papers nothing can be done without the enemy finding it out before it

can be executed.
Gtli. TJiere were some complaints came to me respecting the with-

drawal of forces from Onslow County. The same cavalry force is there
under Captain Ward that has been there since the fall of New Berne
except two companies of Partisan Eangers. When these rangers are

disciplined in the camps of instruction at Garysburg we will have a
force for the position that can move rapidly from point to point.

7th. I have been anxious to have the rivers obstructed, but have had
no means to do it. Finally engineers have been sent to examine them.
Had they been ordered to report to me I should now have had them on
the Eoanoke Eiver at work. I can only say, in conclusion, that I will

do all that can be done to protect the people, at the same time confront
the threatening forces of the enemy where they are in large force. The
forces in Suffolk now are 25,000. [This] holds most of my troops, from
necessity, here and at Franklin.

I will be most happy to confer with you at any time and will thank
you to write to me freely your views ou any matters concerning our
common welfare.

Yours, very truly, S. G. FEENCH,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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Engineer Bueeau, October 25, 1862.
Maj. Samuel W. Melton,

Assistant Adjutant- General :

I have respectfally to state that this Bureau is particularly anxious
to act m concert with the commanders of the troops in the military
districts of the Department of Northern Virginia. As chief engineer of
that department,and at the earnest solicitation of the congressional dele-
gation from North Carolina, I sent Col. Walter Gwynn, a civil engineer
of great experience and a graduate of West Point, to examine promptly
the question of obstructing and defending the rivers of Eastern North
Carolina, with authority to engage negro labor and materials for the
works; to report his action at once to this Bureau; also to Brigadier-
General French, commanding, &c., and ask of him protection and sup-
port, if needed.
On the 11th instant I asked of Major-General Smith that instructioiis

be given to the district commanders to give every assistance and pro-
tection possible with their troops in furtherance of the works—works
for which I as chief engineer of the department am responsible. 1
feel sure Colonel Gywnn will keep Brigadier-General French informed
of all his selections of sites, the character of the works proposed, their
progress, &c., as he has been directed. As the question of defending
the rivers of Eastern North Carolina is strictly one for the engineer, I
must have the control and direction of the officers engaged in the labor,
but in such direction I have and will order them to' act in full concert
with Brigadier-General French and other district commanders.

Very respectfully,

J. F. GILMBE,
Colonel of Engineers and Chief ofBureau.

Executive Department, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., October 27, 1862.

His Excellency Gov. Zebulon B. Vance :

Sir : I am directed by the President to inform you that your letter

of the 20th instant, suggesting the employment of heavy cotton stuffs

ibr army harness and the devotion of leather to the exclusive manu-
facture of shoes was referred to the Quartermaster-General, who reports
that verj' inconsiderable contracts are made by the Quartermaster's
Department for harness in North Carolina. The contracts to which
you refer are x>robably for the Ordnance Bureau. The suggestion
is a good one, that the practice of using leather be discontinued as far

as possible for the manufacture of anything else than shoes ; but the

Quartermaster-General thinks that while cotton serves very well for

plantation harness it is unfit for the wear and tear to which harness is

necessarily subjected in the army.
Your letter has been forwarded to the Secretarj' of War with direc-

tions to secure the leather of the country as far as practicable for shoes.

I have the honor, sir, to present you the compliments of the President.

Your obedient servant,

BURTON N. HAERISON,
Private- Secretary.
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Headqtjaetees, Richmond^ Va., October 29, 1862.

Maj. Gen. S. G. Fkench,
Comdg. Department of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va.

:

General : Your private note of the 25th was daly received. I have
succeeded in getting authority to order Lieut. Col. [R.] Lindsay "Walker,

of the artillery, to report to you, to take charge of the artillery defenses
of Petersburg and vicinity. You will find Colonel Walker an energetic

and determined officer. He has served with marked distinction in the

field, and I am satisfied will be of great service to you. When Colonel

Walker reports to you, in case the services of Major Moseley are no
longer essentially necessary the previous order directing him to report

to General Pendleton for duty in General Lee's army should be carried

into efi'ect. If it is necessary in your judgment to retain Major Moseley
inform me of the fact in order that further instructions in regard to him
may be given. I am trying to get up a battery of heavy rifled guns on
field carriages, to use either at Petersburg or here as necessity may
require. Please say to General Rains that General Lee is much pleased
with the manner in which the enemy were beaten off by the Whitworth
guns, but he says that he cannot spare the two Whitworths he has at

present. I wrote to General Lee asking him to let General Rains have
these guns but he declines.

I hope that your arrangements for opening up the counties of Martin,
Washington, and Tyrrell will be successful. Everything practicable
should be done to effect this important object, and I entirely approve
of all your efforts to do so. General Wise had started with his com-
mand for Williamsburg and Jamestown Island when your telegram of
Sunday morning reached me. 1 ordered the infantry to return to
ChafiQn's Bluff, but the cavalry has gone down to arrest and ijunish
negroes for murders committed by them in that vicinity. There is no
one available but Brigadier-General Clingman for Kinston. He is at
present on leave of absence, and the President thinks that Clingman
prefers to go to General Lee's army. You ought to have a brigadier at
that point, and if General Martin doey not desire to continue in that com-
mand, exclusive of his present duties in Raleigh as adjutant-general

—

which are in my opinion incompatible with the first—I request you to
suggest or recommend a good ofHcer for the position. I will lay the sub-
ject before the Secretary and endeavor to get a brigadier-general there.

I have requested Colonel Gilmer to send you an engineer. I am satis-
fied that, besides the general engineers [who] are under his control, as
[commander] of a department you have use for [an engineer] under your
own orders. If you can recommend one that would suit you I will take
pleasure in aiding to get him appointed and ordered on duty with you.
Yours of yesterday in reference to Colonel Gwynn has been referred to
Colonel Gilmer, Chief Engineer. Colonel Gwynn should have reported
to you at once, showing you his orders, and asking assistance and
securing co-operation. I hope he has now done so.

Respectfully and truly, yours,

G. W. SMITH,
Major-6enera.l.

Headquartees,
Petersburg, Va., October 30, 1862.

Hon. Zebxilon B. Vance,
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C. :

GovEENOE
:
I have the letter written by Mr. JSanns to you from

Tarborough, which was indorsed to me by your aide-de-camp. I would
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most cheerfully send three regiments and a corresponding force of ar-

tillery to the vicinity of Leechville but for two considerations : First, I

have not got them to spare ; secondly, with the power of the enemy
to throw heavy re-enforcements from New Berne into Washington it

would be extremely hazardous ; they might be cut off. You will readily

perceive under what embarrassments I labor. With my small force I

have to hold in check 25,000 at Suffolk, 3,000 at Washington, 12,000

perhaps now in New Berne, and a large force represented at Beaufort.

The force I sent last week to Plymouth I hope is now on the borders of

Beaufort and Washington Counties, and may bring out some supplies.

You will readily perceive 1 cannot handle my small force as I would
wish, because if I were to withdraw them from any point to operate on
another for any length of time it would be but to expose that point

from which they were withdrawn. If 1 take the troops from Kinston
to operate toward Beaufort County it exposes Goldsborough and Wil-

mington. If I send them from here it leaves 25,000 in front of me with

only a march of 40 miles from Zuni. I am doing all I can to draw sup-

plies from the eastern parts of the State, and even in this much depends
on the cheerful co-operation of the people.

Yours, very truly,

S. G. FRENCH,
Major-General, Commanding.

Engineer Bureau, October 30, 1862.

Col. Walter Gwtnn, Goldsborough, N. C.

:

Colonel : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the

22d and 24th instant. In accordance with your wish your son has been

applied for, and as soon as the detail is granted he will be ordered to

report to you in Tarborough for duty.

I have just learned from a letter of General S. G. French to General

G. W. Smith that 100 negroes are ordered to assemble at Hamdton.

You will therefore take immediate steps to receive and set them to

work. „^^ ^.
In your letter of the 24th, alluding to the defenses of Neuse Kiver, yon

write the works embrace the river batteries and will require 10,000 men

for their defense. You further estimate that an armament of thirty-four

guns in all will be necessary. These are works of vastly greater mag-

nitude than I have ever contemplated or can approve. In my letter ot

instructions of the 9th instant I particularly called your attention to

the fact that the garrisons of such forts as you might construct would be

necessarily small. Instead, therefore, of building forts defending the

river, in turn to be defended by covering works, I decidedly prefer, as

a general thesis, and without special and controlling circumstances, one

work commanding the river with strong land as well as water fronts,

defiled, if necessary, to protect it from attacks on commanding ground.

I most earnestly therefore call your special attention to prompt studies

and actions to carry out these views. In my judgment, with rare exeep

tions, a permanent garrison for each position of one regiment is tbe

utmost that can be reasonably hoped for.

Very respectfully,
j. F. GILMER,

Colonel and Chief of Engineer Bureau.
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Abstract from Field Return of troops commanded by Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, October 31,

1862 (headquarters Richmond, Va.).

Commandfl.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Department of North Carolina.

Bri'g. Gen. H. A.. Wise's brigade, Chaffln'3 farm
Col. T.J.Page, Chattin's Blnff
Brig. Gen. J. Daniel's brigade, near Drewry's Elaff

Holcombe Legion (cavalry), picketing the Peninsula...
Kicbmond defenses
Brook tnmpike

:

42d Kegiment Mississippi Voltinteera.,.

54th Regiment North Carolina Troops .
.'.

57th Regiment North Carolina Troops
59th Regiment Georgia Volunteers

Capt. S. S. Lee, C. S. Navy, Drewry's Bluff (in part)
Department of Henrico
61st Regiment Virginia Infantry*
Colonel Cliambliss, on Rappahannock

:

2d Regiment North Carolina Cavalry*
13th and 15th Regiments Virginia Cavalry*

Present for
duty.

a
o

Grand total 1,207

573
126
21
195
13
93

.SO

34
25
38
12

107

10, 045
1,021
240

3, 255
125

1,717

400
545
593
220

2,124

10, 858
1,700

341
3,4C8

153
1,824

307
505
501
C19
300

2, 428

13, 621
2,242

417
4,387

196
2,140

426
657
702
701
359

3,146

13,124 29,017

10, 100
2,809
487

5,412
264

2,703

496
784

1,042
906
395

5,228

* No reports.

Subsistence Department, C. S. A.,

Eichmond, November 2, 1862.

His Excellency Gov. Zebxjlon B. Vance, Raleigh, N. G.

:

Sir : It is very desirable to exhaust the hogs, beeves, pease, beans,

and potatoes of that part of North Carolina which lies within the lines

of the enemy or accessible to them. The President called my attention

to infbrmation derived from you on the subject, and the representations
made in response to inquiries have been of a discouraging nature. I

venture to apply to you for action thereon. It is obvious that those
charged with such an undertaking should be reliable business men,
whose integrity and energy should be personally known to those among
whom they are to operate. Neither myself nor any one in my office has
such knowledge of the country or the people of lower North Carolina
as to enable me to make the proper selections and the necessary
arrangements to the above end. That being the case I write to ask if

yon will allow your agency to be used in this matter by having the
whole devolve upon you, except so far as existing arrangements go.
They run thus far : Mr. Jacob Parker has a contract for packing hogs
at Warrenton, and has the following counties allotted to him for pur-
chase, viz: Franklin, Warren, Nash, and Halifax. In addition, Maj. W.
H. Smith has made certain arrangements with Mr. H. Hayes, of Har-
reUsville, which he will detail to you. The balance of the district
spoken of it is proposed to put under your charge, with these remarks

:

1st. That as this Bureau has already more captains and majors than
it ought to have it is not expedient to appoint more, except in case of
absolute necessity, but to operate by agents, whose agencies can cease
when their business with the Department closes.

2d. That the points of delivery of the hogs should be fixed with ref-
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erence to the packiDg-houses, both in and out of the State of North
Carolina, so that such as can go conveniently to the packeries, which
Major Smith has established or \rill establish, may do so, and such as
are more convenient to Petersburg can go to that point, whence they
can bo brought to this place.

3d. That it may be necessary to procure both bags and transportation
to get out the pease and potatoes and any bacon that may be attainable.

As to the transportation, Mr. Hayes, in a letter to Major Euffin, says
that a few teams and wagons can be bought in his region. If they can
be bought at prices satisfactory to yourself you will be authorized to

buy them, and when they are done with they can be disposed of in

some satisfactory manner. As to the bags, it would be very desirable to

secure the services of some of the factories of North Carolina in order
to get them, and as they have not been called on up to this time it is

to be hoped that they will now be able to serve the needs of this Bureau.
One of the greatest difficulties now is to get bags, and there are not
half enough. Can you not get them? Please try.

I have been induced to ask you to undertake the above service incon-

sequence of your communication to the President, and my notice of your
address to the people of your State, indicating a readiness to help the

cause in general.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. B. NOETHROP.

Engineer Bukeau, November 3, 1862.

Col. WAI.TER GWYNK,
In charge of Defenses in Eastern North Carolina :

Colonel : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

29th instant relating to the defenses, disbursements, &c., in Eastern

North Carolina. A requisition for $30,000 in favor of Lieut. W. G.

Bender has been made.
I am glad to hear that so satisfactory a position for the defense of the

Roanoke River has been found at Rainbow Bend. The line of infantry

to cover 1* miles to the pond, causing the enemy to make a detour of 15

miles, seems a good suggestion. It is not possible at present to furnish

all the armament required, still platforms and positions should be pre-

pared for formidable river batteries (a part of these platforms should be

prepared for siege carriages). You will most probably have to exercise

your ingenuity in mounting tlie guns, as the supply of guns is very

limited. There are only two pile-drivers in this vicinity, both steam,

with 2,000-pound hammers, and in constant use ; they are, moreover,

mounted on boats. They should be sought for in the section where you

are and if they cannot be found seek to have them made where you

are': and failing in that, if you will send on drawings of the hammers,

&c , required, I will order them to be executed at the Tredegar >'v orks.

While our founderies and machine-shops are so overtasked, and the

price of labor and iron so high, I do not think screw-piles at all advisa-

ble Before approving the suggestion of repairing the steamboat Cora,

it is necessary for the Bureau to have an approximate estimate ot the

cost. Communicate with Maj. Gen. S. G. French respecting provisions

and transportation and request his co-operation. Capt. C. U. DimmocK,

engineer in charge at Petersburg, will be requested withotit delay to

forward you the required amount of intrenching tools, Your call tor

stationery will be promptly attended to.
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When convenient, please send a fair, legible copy by a clerk of your
communications to this Bureau.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. F. GILMEK,

Colonel and Chief of Engineer Bureau.

Subsistence Department, C. S. A.,
Richmond, November 3, 1862.

His Excellency Zebulon B. Vance,
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh:

Sir : By order of Col. L. B. iforthrop, Commissary-General of Subsist-

ence, who has written to you fully in regard to purchase of certain ar-

ticles to be made for the Subsistence Department of the Confederate
States, I send Mr. Jacob Parker to see you in the hope you have ac-

cepted the position which Colonel Northrop has felt warranted in calling

upon you to undertake, not less from a desire to avail of your advantage
of position than from a conviction of your patriotism and energy. Mr.
Parker wishes to know what price to pay for hogs, and 1 refer to you
and Major Smith, especially yourself, as the best source of information
on that head. He also represents that speculators are ready to dog his

st«ps as soon as he moves and asks how he is to get rid of them. I reply
that whatever plan you may recommend will have the respectful con-
sideration of this Bureau. If approved, as it is presumed it will be, the
most strenuous efforts will be used to get for it the active sanction of
the War Department.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FKANK G. EUPFIN,

Major and Commissary of Subsistence.

Navy Department, C. S. A.,
Richmond, November 4, 1862.

His Excellency Zebulon B. Vance,
Governor of North Carolina :

Sib : Commander Cooke, sent by me to North Carolina to obtain iron
for plating the gunboats being built in and for the defense of the State,
has returned without having accomplished this object. He reports that
you have the control of a quantity of railroad iron, and I therefore ad-
dress myself to you upon the subject.
To enable the boats to resist the guns of the enemy their armor must

be at least 4 inches thick, placed at an angle of at least 30°. This armor,
from the limited power of our mills, we are compelled to roll into plates
2 by 7 inches and 10 feet long, and to put them on the vessels in two
courses.

If you will let the Department have the rails, and facilitate its trans-
portation to Eichmond, they will be immediately rolled into plates for
the vessels in question and for such other defenses as we may build in
the waters of your State.
Commander Cooke will remove the iron if you consent to its transfer,

and will arrange the compensation according to his instructions.
Please telegraph your reply.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. E. MALLOEY,
Secretary of th^ Navy,
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Engineek Bureau, November 4, 1862.

Oapt. James W. Cooke,
C. S. Kav}/, White Hall, N. C. :

Captain : Col. Walter Gwynu seuds the following extract from a
letter of yours to him :

According to tho understandiug witli you in Ricliniond I have oommuucod work at
AVhite Hal), aud if you thinkthe river cannot be deTendcd in time to protect the worlv

J will thank you to inform me of the fact through Colonel Gilmer or the Secretary of

the Navy.

To which Colonel G. replies in bis letter to me :

My opinion is that Tvitb asufBcientforcetheobstructions we areplacingiuthe Neuse
River can be defendedagaiust any force the enemy are likely to send against it. They,
as well as the land defenses, will be completed, I think, in six weeks; but unless the
south side of the Nciise is occupied, if the enemy iiossesscs any enterprise at all they
will most assuredly destroy the gunboat which Commander Cooke is building at White
Hall. A force stationed at White Hall might, however, prevent such a disaster. You
will please communicate this opinion to Commander Cooke.

If farther information with regard to troo])S for defense bo desired it

is respectfully suggested that Maj. Gen. S. G. French, commanding at

Petersburg, be addressed on the subject.

Very respectfully, yours,

J. F. GILMEE,
Colonel and Chief of Engineer Bureau.

Engineer Bureau,
Bichmond, Va., November 4, 1862.

Col. Walter Gwynn,
Bept. of Eastern North Carolina, Goldsborough, N. C:

Colonel : I have to acknowledge your letter of October 31, just re-

ceived. Your views regarding the safety of the lioanoke River and the

propriety of continuing the construction of a gunboat at Hamilton shall

be promptly communicated to Commander James W. Cooke, of the

Navy. I am of the decided opinion that the cost of screw-piles and the

difficulty of obtaining them renders their use injudicious. With re-

gard to the two pile-drivers called for by you I would suggest that

definite descriptions and plans should be prepared, and that they should

be executed in Petersburg. The Bureau cannot attend to such details,

aud the workshops of Eichmond are so crowded with work for the Ord-

nance Department that they should be the last called on for other work.

Three thousand pounds each strikes me as an excessive weight for your

hammers ; 1,200 pounds would be far better. If you need another as-^

sistant it is suggested that you employ Glaucus E. Olds, a member of

Capt William W. Carraway's company (unattached), of the Forty-hrst

Regiment North Carolina Troops. The company is now at Kmstou.

His services can probably be secured at once by commumcatmg with

his captain, and in the mean time, should you desire it, an application

will be made to the Secretary of War for his regular detail.

Very respectfully, yours,

J. P. GILMEE,
Colonel md Chief of Engineer Pur(m,
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Headquarters,
Richmond, Ya., November 5, 1862.

Maj. GeD. S. G. French,
Comdg. Department of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va. :

General Your letter of yesterday in reference to the movements of

the enemy to cut off Colonel Eadcliffe is received. It was shown to the

Secretary of War, and with his approval 1 telegraphed General Lee at

Culpeper Court-House

:

General French urgently asks that-a brigade be sent to him at once. Can you send

it immediately ? It is needed. I think a division should in additiou be sent here, but

this is not so immediately urgent.

I inclose with this a copy of a note addressed to me by Major Beck-

ham, ordnance ofiQcer, in reference to arms for General Robertsons

troops. We will do everything we can for you. Keep me informed

fully upon all movements of importance.

Eespectfully and truly, yours,
^ ^ SMITH,

Major- General.

P. S.—I have written to the Postmaster-General, requesting him to

establish a telegraph station at Eocky Mount, between Goldsborough

and Weldoii.

Engineer Bureau, November G, 1862.

Col. Walter Gwynn, Goldsborough, N. C.

:

Colonel: I have just received your letter of the 2d instant and
hasten to reply to the points therein presented. In reference to the ex-

tent of the works for land defense on the Neuse Eiver I have to say that

the lines as proposed by you will form an intrenched camp, and as such

are I doubt not well located. But this is not the character of the de-

fense indicated by your instructions. Owing to the great call for troops

to meet the enemy where he is in great strength the force that can be
assigned to the defense of the Neuse, Tar, and Eoanoke Eivers must be
comparatively small. The proper defense therefore for these rivers is the

one named in the instructions heretofore sent from this Bureau to you
for your government, viz: One work with batteries bearing on the river

and the obstructions therein, with water and land fronts of sufiBcient

strength of profile to resist an assault, thus enabling the small garrisons
(as small they must be) to hold out until a succoring force can relieve

them. Such works as a general thing can be enfiladed from surround-
ing heights. This kind of work must be first established. If time be
allowed for occupying the surrouuding hills afterward it may be judi-

cious to do so. Intrenched camps may have to be made by the troops
when they are concentrated for the defense of a particular point. The
ground at Eainbow Bend, as you describe it (being defended in part by
an extensive pond and swamp) is particularly favorable. The line you
are extending across to rest its right flank on these natural defenses is

no doubt judiciously chosen, but yon will not lose sight of the impor-
tance of a work even at this position which can be held by a small
garrison, say one regiment. I will call the attention of Major-General
Smith, commanding the southern portion of the Department of Virginia,
to what you report in reference to want of concert in the operations of
the troops in your vicinitj'. I approve your proposition to visit the city
of Petersburg for the purpose of getting pile-drivers and hands skilled
in their use as soon as you shall have made all the arrangements for

the prosecution of the works. When in that city you will please call on
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Major-Geueral French and confer fully with him on the subject of de-
fenses for the rivers of Eastern North Carolina.

I do find some difficulty in reading your letters, and when possible I
must ask you to hare fair copies made for transmission to this Bureau.
The engagement of the assistant you met with at Tarborough must be
but temporary, as application has been made for the detail of your son
for service at that place; this at your request.

It has occurred to me that much can be done to aid in the defense of
the rivers in North Carolina by taking favorable points below your forts

and felling a large number of trees along the banks and getting them
in the stream in such a manner as to lodge and form irregular rafts ex-

tending long distances up and down stream, and then at favorable points
along the banks make rifle-pits for sharpshooters, who can protect the
obstructions. I will make every effort to get guns to arm the forts you
are building, but it will not be possible to get them of the heaviest cal-

iber, and such aswo can get will probably be mounted on siege-carriages.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

J. F. GILMEE,
Colonel and Chief of Engineer Bureau.

Engineer Bureau, November 8, 1802.

Col. J. GoRGAS, Chief of Ordnance

:

Colonel : Defensive works are in course of construction on three of

the most important rivers of Eastern North Carolina—on the Eoanoke,

in the vicinity of Hamilton ; on the Tar, near Tarborough, and on the

Neuse, at Kinston. Anticipating the early completion of these works

I have the honor to make a requisition for the armament. This in each

case should consist of five rifled guns on siege-carriages of such caliber

as can be most promptly supplied. Of these fifteen guns those required

for the Eoanoke wiU probably be first needed. As soon as any of these

are ready I respectfully request to be notified of the fact.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. GILMEE,
Coloneland Chief ofEngineer Bureau.

State of North Carolina, Executive Department,
Ealeigh, November 8, 1862.

Col. L. B. Northrop:
Dear Sir: Tour communication to Governor Vance has been re-

ceived, in which you propose to avail yourself of his agency in procur-

ing a speedy removal of the hogs, beeves, pease, beans, and potatoes

from that portion of the State " within the lines of the enemy or acces-

sible to them." His Excellency directs me to say in reply that he will

most cheerfully undertake the task which you propose to assign to him.

He is of opinion that the energies of the Department should be directed

to the removal of those articles firom the counties which are threatened

with immediate invasion. All the counties west of this place are at

present safe, and if a supply of salt can be procured the hogs will be

cured into bacon, which can be procured at any time.

Yours, very respectfully,
' DAVID A. BAENES,

Aide-de-Camp to Governor Vance.

49 K R—VOL xvm
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Speciai Orders, ) Adjt. and Inspeotok General's Office,

jjo 262. i
Eichmond, Va., Novcmoer », liH)J.

*'"
' * * * * * *

VI Brio- Gen W. H. G. Whiting is assigned specially to tbe defense

of the Cape Fear Eiver. He will proceed to Wilmington, :N'. C., and

enter upon that duty.

By command of Secretary of War

:

^^^ WITHEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Ordnance Bureau,
Richmond, Novcmher 10, 1862.

Hon. Zebulon B. Vance,
Governor of North Carolina :

Sir : Colonel Gorgas requests me to state in reply to your favor of

the 8th instant that the Secretary of War has given general directions

in regard to the equipment of forts, and that Wilmington will not be

forgotten.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

,.„T-rrrr

Colonel, Inspector of Ordnance.

Richmond, Va., November 11, 1862.

Governor Vance, Raleigh, N. C.-

Tours of the 9th and 10th received. The re-enforcements sent. Evans'

brigade is all that is now disposable. It is not practicable at this time

to reduce the command in Tennessee. The vigilance of deepest interest

watches affairs in North Carolina. We will try to anticipate the enemy.
JEFFEESON DAVIS.

Headquarters,
Richmond, Va., November 11, 1862.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French,
Commanding, Petersburg, Va.

:

The Secretary of War directs that you send four regiments to the

vicinity of Wilmington immediately—the two recently withdrawn from

there and two others to be selected by yourself. Ho suggests that

General Clingman be assigned to command them, reporting to the

commander of the defenses of Cape Fear Eiver, Brig. Gen. W. H. C.

Whiting.
G. W. SMITH,

Major-General.

Headquarters,
Richmond, Va., November 12, 1862.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French,
Commanding, &c., Petersburg, Va.

:

General : Since my telegram of yesterday, directing that four regi-

ments be sent to the vicinity of Wilmington with orders to report to
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, commanding defenses of Cape Fear
Eiver, the Secretary of War has requested me to ask your views in re-
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gard to the proper scograpLical boundary of the district about Wil-
niingtou. General Whiting, I understand, is to be ordered to report
directly here. I sent you a telegram to-day informing vou that the
place lor delivering paroled prisoners was changed to City Point and
directed the adjutant-general (Major Melton) to send a letter of instruc-
tions. The commissioner (Major Ould) will go over to-morrow and I
send an officer of my staff to confer with your oflicers in your absence
and endeavor to assist in making the necessary arrangements. Gen-
eral Lee, under date of the 10th instant, writes that when the regiments
are filled by conscripts

—

Thoy could surely, in addition to those you uow liavo, enable you to secure the for-
a-;e, beef, aud pork iu the eastern part of the State. This is uot only iDiportant, but
will be necessary, in my opinion, to insure a suiiply of provjsious lor the arinv and
1 hope you will use every eiibrt to accomplish it.

This he writes me in answer to my letters to him in regard to matters
in your department. There can be no question in regard to the impor-
tance of securing the supplies referred to, and I am perfectly aware of
the fact that you are aud have been for a long time of this opinion. At
the same time always keep an eye to Petersburg and Weldon and the
railroad. It is a difficult question to solve and a hard task to perform
with smdil means. The division I asked for has not been sent, but keep
me informed of the exact condition of affairs, and I will do everything
in my power to support and assist you. I hope to be able to send you
the heavy guns asked for at the obstructions. Will write you m'ore
fully upon this to-morrow. Colonel Gwynn called upon me with
Colonel Gilmer to-day. He was requested to see you in person without
delay, and to carry out your views and instructions. He said that he
would do so cheerfully.

Respectfully and truly, yours,

G. W. SMITH,
Major- General.

State of Noeth Carolina, Executive HErAETMENT,
Raleigh, Kovcmher 12, 18G2.

His Excellency President Davis :

My Deae Sir : I have accepted the proposition of Colonel North-
rop, Commissary-General, to collect with my own agents all the supplies

possible iu Eastern North Carolina, and my agents are already down
there at work. Two of the richest counties in the State are Gates and
Hertford, and I am extremely anxious to strip them first. It is neces-

sary, however, to have some protection and assistance from the troops.

I therefore earnestly request that you will order General French to

send Colonel Eerebee's Eegiment, Fifty-ninth (who were raised in that

section), with a section of artillery to Winton, on the Chowan. By so

doing the whole county of Hertford could be stripped in their rear and
much brought across the Chowan from Gates. It seems to mo this can

be done with great advantage to the service.

EespectfuUy, &c.,
Z. B. VANCE.

State of North Carolina, Executive Department,
Raleigh, November 12, 1862.

His Excellency President Davis :

My Dear Sir: Will you do me the favor to read the inclosed letter?

It is from a highly intelligent and patriotic gentleman in the mountains
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of North Carolina, and gives a toucbing description of things in that

region about which I spoke to youwhen inEichmond—in regard to the

propriety of exempting it from any further call. The greater portion

thereof! am convinced would form a proper object for the exercise of

the discretion vested in you by the law. Should yon not think so I would
be glad to be allowed the privilege of receiving all such as organized

companies for the defense of our coast this winter.

Very respectfully,
Z. B. VANCE.

tincloaiire.]

Near Franklin, November 3, 1862.

Governor Yance:
Dear Sir : There are about enough men in Macon County between the

ages of thirty-five and forty to make one company. We have an oppor-

tunity, as I understand, of getting into Colonel Folk's battalion. This is

preferable to going as conscripts. I am requested by a number of our
most respectable citizens, who are between these ages, to ask youwhether
in your opinion any other alternative will be presented than conscription

or going to that battalion. We have no hesitation in believing that it

is our duty to stay here and provide for the helpless while it is in our
power to do so. Consultations were held, and it was agreed in family
councils who should go and what ones should stay. Those on whom
the lot fell to stay in many instances made the greater sacrifice of feeling.
But we have taken upon us charges and responsibilities that we can-
not throw off until compelled to do so, or until there is a certainty that
we will be so coQipelled. Having acted conscientiously in the matter
we feel that we have done nothing to deserve the punishment of going to

the army discredited by conscription. Before we are taken to a camp of
instruction discredited and scattered to the four winds we ask the priv-
ilege of doing what we should have done long ago had it not been for the
earnest appeals of brothers who have fallen in the service to stay and take
care ofthose left to our charge. I shall venture on a suggestion, though it

may seem to come from a party interested. For every able-bodied man
taken from this county there ought to be an able-bodied man retained.
We have a number of men in the field now falling very little below the
number of voters in the county. Our people, having poor facilities for
communication with other sections, have learned to subsist mainly on
the immediate production of their own labor. Deprive us of that labor
and the innocent and helpless must perish, though their pockets were
filled with current money. You know all about men and their powers
of endurance for their wives and children. They can turn away from the
graves of comrades and brothers firm in the resolve to die, as they have
died, for the sake of objects coming to their recollection with thoughts
of home. But what consolation or encouragement can come to a man's
heart in an hour of trial from a home where the helpless are perishing
ior want of his hands to provide?
We have but little interest in the value of slaves, but there is one

matter in this connection about which we feel a very deep interest. We
are opposed to negro equality. To prevent this we are willing to spare
the last man, down to the point where women and children begin to
suffer for food and clothing ; when these begin to suffer and die, rather
than see them equalized with an inferior race we will die with them.
Everything, even life itself, stands pledged to the cause; but that our
greatest strength may be employed to the best advantage and the strug-
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gle prolonged let us not sacritico at once the object for which we are

fighting.

I have not thought it worth while to dwell in argument upon the
question as to whether the mountain people can subsist affer taking out
every man between the ages of eighteen and forty. It will be sufScient

for any one acquainted with this section to pass in imagination through
almost any neighborhood and consider the matter over. In a short dis-

tance of where I now write there are seven families, living on adjoining

lands, and the only man to be left for them all is ninety years old. 1

have mentioned this case to no one who has not been able to point out

one similar to it. The usual means of subsistence seems to be cut oil'

from great numbers.
I shall only ask you to reply to the questions presented in the first few

sentences. Knowing the press of important matters that must be upon
you, it is with reluctance that I have written at all, and was only in-

duced to bring matters to your notice which are not immediately under
your control by the request of a number of citizens that I should do so.

With great respect, yours, truly,

D. W. SILER.

ErCHMOND, Va., Novemher 13, 1862.

Brig. Gen. S. G. French,
Commanding^ Petersburg, Va.

:

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting having been assigned to Wilmington,

X. C, for the defense of the Cape Fear, will report directly to Maj. Gen.

G. W. Smith. The Secretary of War desires your opinion as to what

should constitute the boundaries of the proposed Wilmington District.

Very respectfully, &c.,^ '

' ' . JASPER S. WHITING,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Cape Fear District,
Warsaw, N. C, Novemher 14, 1862.

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith,
Commanding, &c., BicUmond, Va.

:

General: My first and last request will be fw troops the instant

thev are available. The Department is undoubtedly aware of the im-

minent need for them for the defense of Wilmington. The fever is

abating rapidly and there will shortly be no danger to apprehend as to

the health of the men. Then it is that I anticipate trouble from the

euemv who, aware of the undefended condition of this important place,

are likely to strike before we can collect our resources. The peculiar

features of the site of Wilmington as regards the ocean, the harbor at

a distance of24 miles with its two entrances, the river and the surround-

ing country, make the presence of a strong maneuvering force, in addi-

tion to the stationary batteries, indispensable. Not less than 10,000

effective men should be collected as soon as possible, together with faye

or six field batteries. I hope the Department will be able to comply with

this requisition, which, as the difiQculty of the positiou is so well known,

will not be considered too great. The batteries might be drawn Irom

the reserve artillery of the army, which, in my opinion, was always in

larsrer force than required. If any trooi)S are on hand to start tbey may

be lent at once to Northeast Station, on the Wilmington and Weldon

Railroad.
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2d. There is now on the Cape Fear upward of 300,000 bushels of ex-

cellent rice in the barns of the planters between the city and the lower

rice lands. The crop has not been thrashed, owing to various obstacles.

It will be very valuable to us in every way, both for food and forage,

and should not be suffered to fall into the hands of the enemy; should

there be danger of that 1 shall destroy it. In the mean time I suggest

the purchase of the whole or a greater portion by the Commissary and

Quartermaster's Departments. The planters will sell t6 the Government

now at a far more reasonable price than to private purchasers, and as

rice, like everything else, is rising in value it will be well to secure this

important article of food at once. Please to call the attention of the

Secretary of War and Commissary-General to this.

3d. Please to send me the authority, which from time to time has

been issued to generals in command, relative to the securing or destruc-

tion of private property to prevent its falling into the hands of the

enemy. I refer especially to crops—cotton, naval stores, lumber, &c., of

which he stands so much in need. I require this, as I shall at once take

all means in my power to secure these things on the Cape Fear.

4th. Instructions as to the proclamation of martial law in districts

menaced by the enemy.
Please address me at Wilmington.

Very respectfully and obediently,
W. H. C. WHITING,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Cape Peak District,
Warsaw, N. 6'., November 14, 18G2

Hon. George W. EandoLph,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.

:

Sir : I beg leave to call the attention of the Department to the posi-

tion of Wilmington and its vital importance in this war. There are now
but three great harbors on our coast not in possession of the enemy

—

Charleston, Mobile, and Wilmington. Of these, Charleston, though its

capture would be a severe blow to us and an occasion of great triumph
to the enemy and have serious effect on the war at home and abroad,
is not a point of such strategic importance iu the present position of

affairs as the other two. Their capture destroys two great arteries of

communication now more than ever necessary since the loss of the Mis-
sissippi ; cuts two great lines of telegraph; renders Charleston of little

avail to us, should it prove impregnable, as an importing point for war
material, and affords by rivers and roads most effective basis by which
the enemy may extend their jiower to the interior, endangering at once
the armies of the east and the west, on which now the hopes of the
country rest. These two points. Mobile and Wilmington, are, from local

circumstances, exceedingly difiicult to defend, the latter especially.

I speak advisedly, from long service at all of these cities in the en-
gineer service of the late United States. Though nearly all that may be
said on this subject in regard to Wilmington will apply locally as well
as generally to Mobile, it is with the former I now have to do. It is of
the last importance to hold the port. In the fall and winter the block-
ade is exceedingly difficult, owing to Cape Fear, a dangerous point on
the coast, which, with its extensive shoals, extends far to seaward be-
tween the two entrances to the harbor. The prevalence of southeast
weather at the main entrance, while it is very dangerous for vessels out-
side, forces them to the northward of the Cape and gives easy access to
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vessels runuiug tlie blockade. la like manner the nortbeast gales drive
the enemy to shelter to the southward of the Cape and clears the new
inlet or upper entrance. The river affords great facilities for building
gunboats. Two are already there ready for their iron. Their comple-
tion ought not to be left to chance, for either of them would com))el
most extraordinary preparations on the part of the enemy and undoubt-
edly enable us to hold the port for a great length of time, and time is

much with us now. Once in service and there is nothing to prevent
the building of a fleet of similar vessels. Along the Sound, in the im-
mediate vicinity ofthe river, are extensive works producing 3,000 bushels
of salt daily. This important supply depends entirely on our holding
the port. I mention these considerations as worthy of attention, but
subordinate to the great strategic importance of the plan in relation to

the progress of the war.
As to its defense and the difiiculties of the problem, it will be seeu

by reference to the map that the two entrances, 7 miles apart, sepa-

rated by Smith's Island, are isolated from mutual support by the
river itself. As the works defending them (not, by the way, of

strength commensurate with the object) are liable to separate attacks

both bj^ sea and land from the northward and southward, the support-

ing force is liable to be divided. This difhculty would not be so formid-

able were our means of boat transportation greater, but as we stand

it is very much so. The series of swamp lands and bayous which
separate Oak Island for a considerable distance from the mainland
form an additional and serious obstacle to the relief of Fort Cas-

well, the work designed to protect the maiu entrance. The fall of one,

though so far apart, will necessarily result in that of the other, and
thus, without mutually assisting in the defense of either, the safety of

either of these important positions depends on the other. This is

owing to the fact that the Cape Fear from 8 to 10 miles from the mouth
spreads over extensive shoals, with the channel so far from the land

that artillery can scarcely be placed so as effectually to prevent the

access to the upper river from being cut off, and with it the river com-

munications to the forts. In addition, though the forts command the

entrances, which are comparatively narrow, neither of them have any

control over the harbor nor the inside anchorages, while we are pre-

vented by want of means from increasing our batteries on the mainland

so as to render the harbor unsafe for the enemy after a successful pas-

sage of the entrances. The distance of the city is an unfavorable ele-

ment in the matter—21 miles to Fort Fisher and 28 to Fort Caswell, with

the three routes, the river and the roads by either bank. The roads

are extremely heavy, passing through tracts of deep sand. The city,

again, though 24 miles from its harbor, is but C miles from the sea, and

may be attacked from the Sounds by way of Topsail and Swansborough

without any attempts on the forts, and this in the present position of

the enemy is not unlikely. In event of his success the forts must fall

without resistance. lu this condition of things the presence of a strong

maneuvering force is indispensable and its necessity immediate, no

matter how strong we may be able to make the forts or how perfect

the arrangements for obstruction ; and as both our means and time are

limited the supporting army must be in readiness. That granted,

though the odds are more favorable to the attack than the defense, the

enemy may be afraid to undertake it. I have mentioned the difiBculties

of the defense to show how urgent is the necessity of the force. There

is another consideration which deserves attention. The fact that once

in his possession all the circumstances now so favorable to us are of
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advantage to bim, and tlie means to drive him out must be so extraor-

dinary and so disproportionate to those now needed to defend it, that I

fear we should be altogether unable to regain the place. The Cape

Fear, navigable to Fayetteville, gives him a barrier on the south im-

passable to us, near the city especially, where the river, separating into

several channels, forms directly opposite the broad and swampy nee

lands of Eagle's Island. The Northeast Branch, on the other hand,

with the great Holly Shelter Swamps extending along its east bank for

20 or 30 miles and close to the Sounds, would entirely defend him (taken

in connection with his inexhaustible means of support and re-enforce-

ment from the seaward) against attack from the northward. All the

means in our power, therefore, or rather all that can be spared from

points equally menaced, though perhaps not so important, should be

put forward at once. To retain this position 10,000 effective men, with

four to six field batteries, is the least force I can recommend as the sup-

porting corps for its defense. If this cannot be had we must trust to

God in what we have, small as it is, and the blindness of the enemy.

Why he neglected this place and struck at New Berne is more than I

can tell. I may add that the danger of its reduction is more imminent
from the disorders consequent on the pestilence which has desolated

the unfortunate city. Preparations have been suspended, the garrison

reduced and withdrawn, the workshops deserted, transportation ren-

dered irregular and uncertain, provisions, forage, and supplies ex-

hausted. Unless therefore more speedy measures for re-enforcement

and relief be adopted I have great apprehensions of a successful coup

de main on the part of the enemy. Even a lodgment or the successful

passage of one of the forts by even one or two of his gunboats would
be a most serious matter, and as things now stand there is little to pre-

vent such disaster. Having been assigned to this important charge
but a few days since I am not yet prepared to say whether the disposi-

tions adopted are altogether such as I would recommend. No doubt
in general they are the best which circumstances would permit. It is

now, however, too late to undertake changes, perhaps also to make ad-

ditions, unless in the all-important matter of the supporting troops, and
that I have hurriedly endeavored to set forth.

In conclusion I beg leave to refer you to a communication of this date
to Major-General Smith relative to the securing of the large amount of
rice, &c., in the vicinity.

Eespectfully urging these remarks upon your attention, and request-
ing their consideration by the President, I remain, very respectfully,
your obedient servant,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

[Indorsements.!

November 20, 1862.
Eeferred to Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith
By order of the Secretary of War

:

JOHN A. CAMPBELL.
Eespectfully returned.
It is certainly desirable to increase the force at Wilmington, but at

, present I have not the means of doing it. An extract from General
Whiting's letter to me has been forwarded to General Lee, but under
present circumstances I have reason to believe that he has no force to
spare. General Whiting's remarks about the rice in his vicinity have
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been submitted to the commaudiDg general. When the pressure of the
enemy on the north will permit, forces should, and I have no doubt will,

be detached south of James Eiver. Until such time I do not see how
the permanent force at Wilmington can be materially increased ; but in
emergency all disposable force within reach would be sent at once to the
support of this or any other important point in imminent danger of im-
mediate attack by superior forces.

G. W. SMITH,
Major- General.

This has been adequately attended to by General Smith.
J. A. SEDDON,

Secretary of War.

Headquarters,
Richmond, Va., Novemher 14, 1802.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French,
Gomdg. Department of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va.

:

GENEKAi : Your two letters in regard to boundary of the Wilming-
ton District and report of your recent movement against the enemy,
with inclosed note to Secretary of War, are received. I will lay them
before the Secretary in the morning.
A letter from Governor Yance to the President, dated the 12th, was

referred to me to-day. The Governor requests the President to order

that certain points on the Chowan be occupied by troops. I recom-

mended that the letter be sent you; that you would, without further in-

structions, do everything for the best interests of the service. I con-

gratulate you upon preventing their forward movement, and only regret

that they retired before giving you an opportunity to punish them.

Three gnus on their way herefrom Wilmington have been ordered to be
turned over to you for use in the works at the obstructions. This order

was given, I understand, by the Ordnance Bureau. I hope to be able to

get more guns for you soon.

The Secretary of War, on the application of the Commissary-General,

has directed that no permits are to be given allowing flour to be shipped

out of Virginia for private use.

Colonel Ball, from Fredericksburg, telegraphs to-night that the enemy
are moving upon him in some force and asks help. Things seem to be

quiet in front of General Lee. General Johnston has reported for duty.

It is understood that he will be ordered to the army in Tennessee and

Mississippi.

KespectfuUy and truly, yours,
G. W. SMITH,

Major-General.

Executive Department,
Raleigh, Novemher 15, 18G2.

Hon. S. E. Maxlort,
Secretary of the Navy

:

DeaeSi^: His Excellency Governor Vance has received your letter

stating that he had the control of a quantity of railroad iron and asking

his consent to have the same rolled into plate to be used upon boats now

being built in this State.

His Excellency presumes that your informant. Commander Cooke,
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alludes to the iron of the Atlantic road. The State is but a stockholder
in the road, a large portion belonging to private individuals. A meet-
ing of the directors of the company has been called and your proposi-

tion will be submitted to them. Their decision will be made known to

you.
Tours, -very respectfully,

DAVID A. BARNES,
Aide-cle-Camp to the Governor.

nEADQTJARTERS,
Petershur/j, Va., Novemher IG, 1862.

His Excellency Zebulon 13. Vance,
Governor of North Carolina :

GovEENOK : Your letter to the President of ISToveinber 11* has been
referred to me, in which yon rei^resent that some forty persons were
arrested in the eastern part of Nortli Carolina and sent to Salis-

bury for confinement. I have invariably instructed officers on the fron-

tier not to molest any citizen unless they had positive proof of his

having committed offense against our Government or violated its ordi-

nances, and this because I found it resulted in no good, for often, how-
ever guilty, nothing could be proven against them, and when liberated
they went home more embittered. Besides, the enemy can arrest any
number of our friends for each one we may arrest, and it cannot now
be prevented. I regret that Colonel Iladclifte should have brought
them beyond Tarborough. I will write to Colonel liadcliii'e to have him
make out charges against such as have committed offenses, and that the
others at least be sent back under guard by way of Goldsborough to
Greenville, to return to their homes under such obligations as you may
impose on them. These obligations will readily suggest themselves to
yon. If, however, yon wish to have nothing to do with them I will in-

struct the commandant of the post of Salisbury what to do with those
against whom no charge is made; but this will take some little time.

Tours, very respectfully,

S. G. FEENCH,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquaetees,
Petershurg, Ya., Novemher 17, 18C2.

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith,
Commanding Army

.1
tfcc, Richmond, Va. :

General: When I was on tlie Roanoke River the other day I passed
over the route for several miles by whicb the army under General Poster
advanced and saw many evidences of tlieir wanton destruction of
private property and heard related many of tlieir acts of cruelty to in-
offensive citizens. At Hamilton they burned from sixteen to eighteen
private dwellings, and in nearly every house in the town they made a
forcible entry and destroyed all the furniture, broke all the crockery,
and demolislied the doors and wiiidows. They entered houses by the
roadside and in the presence of the inmates destroyed everything in
the dwellings. They burned all bedding, all the ladies' dresses, and stole,
in one instance, money from the bosom of an aged lady by force. They,
in pure wantonness, shot cattle and hogs by the roadside and in the
fields. In Williamston they quartered their horses in the parlors of
dwellings, and in that place also destroyed the jail and otlier buildings.

* See Series IV.

'
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Under this condition of affairs I write you, and request you to lay tbe
matter before His Excellency the President to enable him to consider
the propriety of having Foster and his ofiQcers declared to be no longer
entitled to be regarded as soldiers, and that they have forfeited all claim
to the benefit of the cartel, &c. I have written to Ex-Governor Clark
at Tarborough to collect the facts in regard to this malicious destruc-
tion of private property. I saw two carriages which they had stolen
and left in their camps and which they could take no farther, stripped
of curtains and otherwise rendered useless.

Yours, very respectfully,

S. G. FRENCH,
Major- General, Commanding.

[Indorsement.]

Respectfully referred to General French.
It is better that General French should address a letter to General

Foster inquiriug whether these outrages were committed with Iiis

knowledge and sanction, informing him that such outrages are consid-
ered as forfeiting the right to be treated as prisoners of war, and that
the action to be taken in the case will depend on the answer received
from him. If no answer is received within — days it will be considered
that he admits and holds himself responsible for the acts charged.
By command of Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith :

SAML. W. MELTON,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

State of North Carolina, Executive Department,
Raleigli, N. C, November 17, 1862.

General Gustavus W. Smith,
Acting /Secretary of War :

Uear Sir : His excellency Governor Vance received a coram unicatiou
from your immediate predecessor, Hon. G. W. Randolpb, in which ho
states that in consequence of the threatened attacks upon the railroad
connections in the eastern portion of North Carolina and Virginia, aud
our inability at present to withdraw from the Army ofNorthern Virginia
re-enforcements sufficiently large to secure those connections, it is con-

sidered very important to complete the Danville and Greensborongh
connection as speedily as possible, and asking him to aid in procuring
bands to work upon that improvement. His Excellency instructs me
to say that he will most cheerfully give whatever assistance he can con-

sistently with his sense of duty to further the speedy completion of this

work, but at the same time he hopes it will not be improper to remark
that the Government should at all hazards and at all times defend our

present railroad connections at Weldon. That section of the country is

of the utmost importance to the Government, abounding in abundant
supplies for the army. His Excellency must decline authorizing or rec-

ommending the Legislature to authorize the drafting slaves for this pur-

pose. Vast numbers of slaves are leaving our eastern counties, threat-

ened with invasion, and their owners are anxiously seeking employment.
The contractors upon the work can, without the intervention of the

public authorities, obtain the most abundant supply ofhands if they wil'

offer fair and remunerating prices.

Yours, very respectfully,

DAVID A. BARNES,
Aide-de-Camp to the Governor.
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Headquaetees,
Wilmington, N. C, November 18, 18G2.

Maj. Gen. Gustatus W. Smith,
Commanding, &c., Richmond, Va.

:

Geneeax : It appears now to be pretty certain that the enemy have
withdrawn from their late movement toward Tarborough and Weldou.
What may be their next move is only matter of conjectnre. Early in

the fall, as we have definitely ascertained by spies in New Berne, an expe-
dition against Wilmington was organized, the attack to be made from the

direction I have always been apprehensive of—to land with transports

at Topsail Inlet, 22 miles from the city; there at high water (10 to 12

feet) [troops] may enter and march by the plank road directly on the
city. This plan of attack is the most to be feared, and the one of all

others which promises success to the enemy, if in force. Unless we are

able to meet and beat them in battle all the forts and batteries on the
river fall, without the necessity of firing a gun, with the fall of the
city. After these movements commence it will be too late to re-enforce.

Within 10 or 12 miles of the point of landing they would cut the rail-

road bridges on the northeast branch of the Cape Fear, a wide and deep
river; that gone, while succor is cut off, retreat is also, and the garri-

son ofWilmington must either conquer or surrender. My want of troops
yon know. I hope at least six field batteries may be spared me, which
I think might be done from the immense reserve artillery of the Army
of the Potomac, a train seldom, if ever, used in our late campaign. I

have also great need of cavalry. A very large extent of country has to
be picketed and I have not exceeding 100. They are especially neces-
sary to prevent communication with the enemy's blockaders, who skirt

the coast daily 20 or 30 miles on each side of the harbor. A regiment
would be none too many. 1 have already represented the number of
infantry which I think is the least should bo on hand. I will forward
you as soon as possible a report and sketch showing our means of de-
fense and their location. 1 find everything in confusion, owing to the
pestilence, and works in many cases stopped or left unfinished.

It is a matter of great importance that a telegraph ofiHce should be
established at Magnolia, half-way between Goldsborough and Wilming-
ton; this on account of running the trains with troops over the Wil-
mington and Weldon Railroad (the distance to Goldsborough from here
being 82 miles, too far without a station), and also because at this point
(Magnolia) we can procure from the pickets the earliest information of
the movements of the enemy from New Berne and Beaufort. Will you
ask accordingly?

Very respectfully,

W. H. 0. WHITING,
Brigadier- GeneraJ, Commanding.

Headquaetees,
Wilmington, November 19, 1862.

Brig. Gen. Thomas Jordan,
Chief of Staff, Charleston :

Geneeal : I have to-day sent over to Charleston three negroes belong-
ing to Nassau, W. I. They formed part of the crew of a small schooner
which, loaded with salt, was endeavoring to run the blockade on Monday
last, but being cut off from Wrightsville Inlet was beached.
The enemy sent a party on shore, of whom a lieutenant, 2 midship-
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men, and 10 sailors were captured by our pickets, together with the
negroes, whom the enemy had taken. The captain of the vessel was
also rescued. I think they should be placed at the disposal of the Brit-
ish consul.
They certainly were endeavoring to hel]) us. I have therefore sent

them over to Charleston, where there may be a chance for them to re-
turn to Nassau.

Very respectfully-,

W. H. V. WHITING
Brigadier- General, Commanding

[Indorsement.]

Hdqks. Uept. of South Carolina and Georgia,
Charleston, 8. C, November 20, 1862.

Cannot Messrs. John Fraser & Co. find employment for these negroes
on their steamers ?

Eespectfally,

THOMAS JOEDAN,
Chief of Staff.

Headquarters,
Richmond, Va., November 19, 1862.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French,
Commanding, &c., Petersburg, Va. :

General : Your letter of this date has been received. I have sent
you to-day a battery of two 30-pouuder Parrott guns, fully furnished
with horses and men. They will arrive to-morrow.

Kespectfully and truly, yours,

G. W. SMITH,
Major-General.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, N. C, November 20, 1862.

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith,
[Acting] Secretary of War, Richmond, Va,

:

General : I have been informed that at least a week since you di-

rected five regiments to be sent here, including the two (Eadcliffe's and
Cantwell's) formerly here ; but one (Cantwell's) has arrived ; the others

are said to be retained by order ofMajor-General French. Time is press-

ing. I cannot more clearly explain the necessity for troops than I have
done to the late Secretary, nor can I diminish the estimate I conceive

the necessity of the case requires, viz, 10,000 infantry and six batteries.

My information from New Berne and from the examination of prisoners

leads to the belief that the enemy, fully aware of the defenseless state

of Wilmington against a land attack, intends a speedy movement, know-

ing that on account of the force we shall be found unprepared. Against

a naval attack I am not so apprehensive, but it is now easily in their

power to neutralize all our sea-coast and river defenses. A small de-

tachment can but prove a bait and must necessarily be sacrificed. It

would be better, if troops are not to be or cannot be sent, to do without

rather than lose the few here and the place too, as must inevitably be

the case should the attack be made by the land appraach ; for the gar-

rison of Wilmington in that event there is no retreat. I earnestly hope,

if it is intended that this important point be held, that dispatch will be



782 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Chap. XXX.

used in providing a sufficient number of troops. You are doubtless

aware tljat -within a few hours of the landing of the enemy at Topsail

Inlet (should he attack by land) communication with any point north

of this will be cut ofi' entirely by his destroying the railroad bridge on

the northeast, not far from abreast of his landing, and 1 cannot hope for

any aid from south of this. I have only then to assure you that after his

demonstration commences and attack here is indicated it will, unless

providentially otherwise ordered, be too late to re enforce.

Very respectfully,
W. U. O. WHITING,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

[Indoraementa.]

Eeferred to General Smith.
A. SBUDON,
iSecrctary of War.

KiCHMOND, Va., November 20, 1802.

Respectfully forwarded with suggestion that the Governor of North
Carolina be requested to furnish all the aid that he can to General

Whiting, at Wilmington, and that the substance of this letter be laid

before General Lee for his consideration and such action on his part as

the exigency demands, so far as it may be in his power to furnish assist-

ance. There are no available troops for such a purpose in and about

this city, and there are too few in North Carolina to successfully resist

a determined attack in force upon any one of its many important points

within easy reach of the enemy. I send a copy of this letter and in-

dorsement to General Lee.
G. W. SMITH,

Major-General.

Headqtjabtees,
Wilmington, N. C, November 21, 1802.

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith,
[Acting] Secretary of War, Eichmond, Va.

:

General : In the event of the general movements of the enemy in

the winter's campaign bringing about a concentration of the Army of
the Potomac near to Richmond and the transfer of a i)ortion of the
troops to North Carolina, I respectfully api)ly for the brigade of Gen-
eral Pender's North Carolina Troops and that of General Law, now
consisting of three North Carolina regiments and the Fourth Alabama;
also for Captain Reilly's battery to be included in the number to be sent
here. Will you please to refer this to the Secretary of War? General
Clingman, who reported for duty yesterday, informs me that nearly ten
days ago you ordered the two regiments lately taken from here, together
with two others, to be moved back to this place. Only one has arrived
(Cantwell's). Radclifle's and the other two have been detained by
Major-General French near Kinston. I can add nothing more forcible
to my explanations heretofore given of the weakness and necessities of
this point. I am sure the Department and yourself are fully aware of
all the circumstances. Information has been received from a spy that
the enemy have concentrated quite a large force of troops (upward of
20,000, it is said) on Roanoke Island, part of which came from New
York and part from the vicinity of Suffolk, intended for an expedition,
according to camp talk, against this place. However that maj' be,
Roanoke Island is certainly a favorable point for preparing and fitting
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out tbo requisite traiisportatiou for such an expedition, aud considering
tbe difficulty we should have in obtaining early information of any
movement from Koanoke Island its selection shows judgment. If such
an attempt is to bo made from there our first intimation of it will prob-
ably be from the pickets at Topsail, 22 miles oft; too late for ofiQcient
support. As thiuf.'s stand now I could hardly hope to ofter opposi-
tion enough to enable me to destroy the city. By examining the maps
of this A-iciuity you will see that attack coming along the plank road
from the Sounds, the garrison of the town and the two sides of the river
have no mode of escape. The river and its branches are wide and deep
and our water transportation is not sufificient to allow of the escape of
even the field batteries. The forward condition of one of the gunboats
now building here ; the large amount of valuable property in crops, ma-
chinery, &c., all of which ought to be destroyed rather than that the .

enemy should get them, makes me perhaps importunate in my appeal.
As things stand it is my intention, unless otherwise ordered, in case of
attack in force by land previous to the arrival of the troops estimated
as necessary, to destroy all 1 can, even to burning the city to the ground.

Very respectfully,

W. U. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

OhAkleston, November 21, 1802.
Brig. Gen. Thomas Jordan :

Sir: We have received aud read Genei'al Whiting's letter, addressed
to you, in reference to some negroes captured from the enemy. We
have no knowledge of them, and are sorry to say have no steamer here,
having recently lost one on the Cape Fear.
Thanking you for your kind attention Ave beg to say that we will

cheerfully carry out your wishes hereafter aud bj' first opportunity.
Tours, A'ery respectfully.

JNO. FItASEIt & CO.

Headquaetees,
Wilmington, N'. C, November 22, 18C2.

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith,
Commanding, etc., Richmond, Va.:

Geneeal : Several days since I called the attention of the Secretary
of War to the very important matter of the cro])s of rice in this vicinity.

I adv^ised the purchase by the Commissary Department of the lot. I

have had no reply. The planters will sell to the GoA'erument for $2, a
most reasonable price, considering especially the shortness of the crops

and the relative Aalue of corn and rice, the former having reached $1.75,

Avhile its customary value is not more than half that of rice. To spec-

ulators they ask a higher price. The result will be that unless taken
now we must eventually either destroy it or the Government will have
to pay tAvo or three prices. I shall be compelled, I fear, to destroy it,

and also much other A^aluable property. It is two Aveeks since my first

representation of the critical condition of this important point, second

now only to Mobile in its effects upon the war, aud so far one regiment

has been sent to me. I liaA'e asked but a moderate number (10,000 men
and six batteries) wherewith to oppose from 15,000 to 20,000 men con-

centrating in New Berne and Roanolce, Avith at least the reported, cer-

t.iinly the probable, purpose of attacking this place. No answer has

been given me in the premises. I have explained also the defenseless



784 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIEGINIA. (Chap. XXX.

condition of the place against the attack sure to come. By -water we
may be regarded as tolerably secure. Unfortunately the enemy will

not take that way, or will only approach that way. My antagonist is

soldier enough, and in addition has been stationed here long enough to

know the best way to attack the city, the batteries, the harbor, and
the forts. He will adopt that way—the attack from the Sound.

Against that advance I have now but 700 infantry and about 300 heavy

artillery, with two or three companies of Partisan Eangers. In oppos-

ing this attack the garrisons of Forts Fisher. Caswell, Saint Philip, and

other batteries cannot be taken into account. They must man the bat-

teries whether the enemy attack the river or not. If the Government
intends to send me troops, please let me know. If it cannot, I will en-

deavor to save what can be saved from him, and as there is no mode of

"retreat from this position I will also make preparation to destroy the

city. The enemy may then find the garrison among the ruins.

Very respectfully,
W. H. 0. WHITING,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

HeADQUAETEES AEMY of NOETHEEN VlEGlNlA,
November 23, 1862.

Maj. Gen. GusTAVTJS W. Smith,
Commanding, &c., Richmond, Va.

:

General: My letter of yesterday to the Adjutant and Inspector
General* contains all the information I possess relative to General
Burnside's army. There are no indications of his future movements or

])lans. His apparent present inaction leads me to apprehend that he
may be preparing to transfer his army to some other quarter, as his

position is such as to render it extremely difficult to obtain information
as to what may transpire in his rear. Scouts are on the watch, but
they have to make so large a circuit, both right and left, that great de-
lay necessarily occurs in receiving the information they obtain. I have
therefore thought it advisable to request that you will endeavor to ob-
tain accurate information of what may be transpiring south of James
Eiver and to take measures, if possible, to be informed as early as prac-
ticable of the approach to our waters of any transports or vessels. I
shall endeavor to have watch kept on the Potomac of the movements of
vessels down that river, as it is very difficult to approach Aquia Creek.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. E. LEE,
General,

HeADQUAETEES,
Petersburg, Va., November 24, 1862.

Gov. Zebulon B. Vance, Raleigh, N. C :

Dear Sie : When I joined our forces that were assembled near Tar-
borough I was very forcibly struck with the want of positive and accu-
rate information as respected the force of the enemy under General
Foster as well as to the roads along which he was advancing, and which
important information I think could and should have been conveyed
to General Martin by the inhabitants residing along the line of his
march. To remedy such, or rather to provide for the ascertaining of
all movements of the enemy on any future advance, permit me to sug-

" See Series I, Vol. XXI, p. 1026.
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gest that you cause in all the eastern counties, as far as practical, the
enrollment of all persons capable of bearing atms into companies (that
are not conscripts), whose dnty it shall be to -watch the enemy, and on any
movements taking place to hover on his line of march and give infor-
mation and join our forces as guides and skirmishers ; these, on being
enrolled, to meet occasionally for drill and consultation under their offi-

cers as to -what each shall do on the occasion and arrangement of places
of rendezvous ; the rolls of such companies to be sent to Eichmond to
put them in the Confederate service, but not to serve unless such occa-
sion for local service be required ; the sole object of putting them in
the Confederate service being that should any be taken prisoners they
can be exchanged. No troops in the service of any State when taken
prisoners can be exchanged, the United States Government only deal-
ing with the Confederate Government. These men can and must re-

main at home just as though not in service until their officers call them
out on the approach of the enemy. All the details of these duties can be
arranged by the men and officers when they assemble, the whole being
more jjarticularly to gain and give information and act as guides when
necessary. Such a company as this for local purposes I commanded iu

Mississippi long before secession and for domestic tranquillity at home.
A very heavy penalty was attached to any member who did not assem-
ble with his gun and ammunition at one of the rendezvouses, or at the
nearest rendezvous to the point where his services might be required,

on notice from any member of the company ; consequently each knew
be would meet the others there. By such a system as this all approach
of the enemy could be made known and all preparation be made to meet
him more successfully by our army. I deem it much preferable to call-

ing out militia and taking them from their homes. Besides, this is a
revolution of the people, and those out of the army are as deeply inter-

ested as those mustered into the service. All good citizens must aid.

It has been truly said that " when a people are suddenly called upon
to tight for their liberty and are sorely pressed upon, the last field of

battle is the floors upon which their children have played ; the cham-
bers where the family of each man has slept ; ujion and under the roofs

of which they have been sheltered ; iu the gardens of their recreations
;

in the streets or in the market-place ; before the altars of their temi)les

and among their congregated dwellings, blazing and uprooted ;
-' and if

the people cannot do all or part of this, they can organize and ambush
the enemy by the wayside and dog his steps and harass him at every

swamp and crossing in those counties. Some of the best and most in-

fluential citizens should by their presence and example be with the par-

ties engaged in obstructing the rivers, and not sit idle, smoking the

pipe of peace by their family firesides and calling solely on our poor

soldiers to do all. We must all unite against a common and barbarous

enemy, who disregards most of the customs of civilized war.

Yours, very truly,

S. G. J?EENCH,
Major- Genera 1, Commanding.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, N. C, November 26, 1862.

Major-General French,
Commanding District, Petersburg, Va.

:

General : Yours of the 23d instant is received. I hope Radclifife's

re"iment will be on shortly as well as Faison's. The attack on Wil-

50 R R—VOL XVIII
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mington will be by land from Topsail. Possibly a feint or diversion
simultaneously may be attempted with gunboats on the outer harbor.
I have reported to the Department 10,000 infantry, six batteries of ar-

tillery, and one regiment of cavalry, as the very least force by which
Wilmington can be rendered secure against an advance from the" Sound.
While the Department agrees with me in this necessity, we are so pressed
everywhere that doubtless it will be unable to comply. You remark,
in regard to co-operativeness, "if Wilmington is attacked, will send you
assistance." It must be observed that if the attack is waited for it will

be too late to send assistance. With their advance from the Sonud they
would of course cut oft' the railroad bridge over the W E ,

and the garrison here can neither be relieved nor can it retreat against
such an approach. The artillery on the river cannot be counted an ele-

ment in the defense. In any case they must remain at their batteries.
Clingman's brigade (when complete), Young's small battahon, and one
battery is all that is here for the defense of the place.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, N. C, November 26, 1862.

Maj. Gen. Gtjstavus W. Smith,
Commanding District, Richmond, Va.

:

General : Yours of the 21st is received to-day. I regret as you do
the inability to supply the troops I deem necessary to secure this place.
I was afraid of it, but it was necessary to represent exactly the state of
affairs and the necessity in the premises. We must do the'best we can.
I have been in hopes that possibly a few thousand men might be spared
from the western army for the winter on this coast if not from General
Lee. The river defenses here are in pretty good order, and seem to be
well designed. Fort Caswell is weak. If the river was the only route
of the enemy to this city I think he would find it difBcult. Day before
yesterday a steamer entered New Eiver and steamed up several miles
I ordered the only light battery I have to attack her. Have not yet
heard from it. General French seems to be under the impression that
I am under his command. Will you please to inform him that by the
express direction of the War Department I report to you for orders 1 I
shall, of course, keep him advised of everything that attains, with a
view to cordial co-operation, but I am not under his orders.

Very respectfully,

W. H. 0. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters,
^ , „ ^ ^

Richmond, Ya., November 26, 1862.
General E. E. Lee, '

Comdg. Army of Northern Va., Fredericlcsburg, Va.:
General

: Your letter of the 23d was received at the Point of Rockson Monday afternoon. Instructions were given to General French and
Brigadier-Generals Wise and Daniel to take effective measures for mo-cunng the earliest practicable information.
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In the absence of perfectly conclusive and definite information every-
thing tends to confirm the impression that the enemy are preparing to
strike determined blows south of the James Kiver. I feel grave appre-
hensions for the safety of Wilmington. Besides the artillery garrisons
of the forts and batteries there are only four regiments of infantry at
that point. Evans' brigade is at Kinston, with a superior force of the
enemy at New Berne, threatening Goldsborough. At Weldon there are
only about two cavalry regiments, under General Eobertsou, being in-

structed. The enemy are pressing upon the Blackwater to such an
extent that General French has ordered down to that line four regi-

ments of infantrj', in addition to the two of cavalry, and sent all his
available artillery, including the two SOpounder Parrott guns with
Dabney's company, from here. This leaves two regiments in Peters-
burg besides one regiment local guard in the town. . In accordance with
your letter the Fifty-ninth Georgia and the battery were withdrawn
from the South Anna Railroad Bridges after the 20th instant. I would
be glad to have the four Mississippi companies of infantry ordered to

rejoin their regiment here, and would suggest that Colonel Ball's cav-

alry, and the battery attached, be relieved at Fredericksburg and placed
on the line between the mouth of the Pamunkey and your right. There
is a great deal of contraband trade and unauthorized communication
across that line to the enemy. I hope you will soon be enabled to send
me the Sixty-first Virginia and the Thirteenth Virginia Cavalry for serv-

ice on the south side of James Eiver. We are extremely weak in num-
bers at all points from Richmond to Wilmington inclusive. To be pre-

jiared, detachments should be made from your army as soon as it is at

all safe to do so. I have directed some of General Whiting's letters to

be forwarded for your information. Please do not forget to send me
the Norfolk Light Artillery Blues as soon as you can spare them. Gen-
erals Whiting and French are both calling lor artillery and both need

it. We have about 3,300 of the 4,500 negroes called for working on the

obstructions, fortifications, and roads. I have requested a call to be

made for 5,000 more negroes. I rode over the country and lines between

here and Petersburg on Monday, spent Tuesday around Petersburg with

General French and returned last night. The works at Petersburg are

necessarily progressing slowly, nearly all the troops being aTbsent. I

have directed a force of negroes to be sent there as soon as they are re-

ceived. Upon your refusal to part with General Early, Maj. Gen. Sam.

Jones, who was to have been assigned to the local command here, was
ordered to Northwestern Virginia, and I am still necessarily confined

closely to this place. I am very anxious to visit North Carolina, but up

to this time have not been able to do so.

Respectfully and truly, yours,
G. W. SMITH,

Major- General.

Hbadquaeters.
Wilmington, N. C, November 28, 1862.

Citizens of Wilmington:

I request all those citizens of Wilmington who are willing to take arms

in defense of their homes (and I well know there are many such) to or-

ganize themselves into a body, with such weapons as they may have

and with those I can supply, and I suggest that they select a leader and

such oflBcers as their numbers will t'equire. I address this request to

many gallant gentlemen who, from age and according to law in the ex-
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ercise of many duties, are not otherwise called on to bear arms in this-

war. I and my staff will be glad to afford them instruction at such

times and places as may be most convenieat. They will be called on

when the enemy is at our doors. I am confident, from my long and in-

timate association with the men of Wilmington and vicinity, that they

are not only willing but eager to fight the invader, and am sure they will

do their utmost to the last.

W. H. G. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquakters,
Richmond, Va., Novemler 29, 1862.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French,
Gomdg. Department of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va.

:

General : Tor your information I herewith forward you copy of a

letter just received from Brigadier-General Whiting, dated Wilmington,

November 18. I request that General Evans be ordered to support

General Whiting at Wilmington Avith his whole force if necessary when-

ever called upon by General Whiting, provided the support can be given

without endangering too much the points guarded by General Evans.

Yon will please send to General Whiting a copy of your instructions to

General Evans. I will write to General Whiting instructing him to

give to General Evans all the support within his power consistent with

his defense of Wilmington in case General Evans should be pressed by
the enemy. I fear, however, that until General Whiting shall be re-en-

forced he will not be able to render much assistance to General Evans-

now that the fever has abated in Wilmington. The object of this i»

that in case of an attack by the enemy upon either command there will

be perfect co-operation between the commanders.
Very respectfully, yours, &c.,

G. W. SMITH,
Majo7--Gene7-al.

Aiatract from Iteturn* of the Department of JS^orik Carolina, commanded iy Maj. Gen. S.

G. French, for November, 1862.
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Naval Commandant's Office,
Wilmington, JV. C, December 2, 1862.

To the Seoeetaky of Wae,
Richmond, Va.

:

Sir : Adjutant-General Cooper sometime since informed me that men
in the ranks of the army who were mariners by profession would by
your predecessor be detailed, on application, for the naval service, pro-
vided they were not in the face of the enemy. ,
As commander of the naval defenses of North Carolina I submitted

last month to General French, at Petersburg, and to Governor Vance,
at lialeigh, a plan for defending the inland water-courses of North Car-
olina against marauding expeditious of the enemy by means of movable
batteries of heavier caliber than howitzers. Both promised co-operation,

but without the sanction and interposition of the authority of your De-
partment there is no hope of success.

My purpose is to raise men accustomed to the water—for at times it

may be necessary to take to the water—divided into three companies,
with two light 32-pounders each, to be posted, respectively, at interme-

diate points between the Chowan and the Eoaiioke, the Eoanoke and
the Tar, and the Tar and the Pamlico Rivers—the inland position to

be as near as possible and equidistant to the two streams between
which it lies ; the roads to be kept in good condition both to the rivers

and for some distance down their banks, and lines of signals, consist-

ing of red, white, and black canvas balls, to be established by isolation

of trees denuded of their branches, from central positions to remotest

look-out points. By this means, upon first intelligence of the enemy
ascending one of the rivers, two of the batteries, one on each side, could

be transported to that river's bank to defend it. These movable bat-

teries, unlike fixed ones, will not require protecting forces; and in the

event of a flank movement by the enemy it is proposed to have roads

from central positions to the railroads for transportation of batteries

;

and as the soil of North Carolina between the delta and the mountains

is sandy it by consequence becomes more indurated than softened by
the winter rains. There are many men now in the camps who from

their former pursuits are admirably fitted for such an undertaking,

and I respectfully ask your permission to procure their names and, they

consenting, yo.ur authority for their transfer to the rolls of the Navy.

It would be mere platitude to speak of both professions being embarked

in one common cause, &c. Your intelligence will decide what is prac-

ticable, and its decision will be enforced by patriotism.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. F. LYNCH,
Flag- Officer, C. IS. Navy.

Headqtjaeteks,
Wilmington, N'. C, December 2,18C2.

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith,
Commanding, &c., Biclimond, Va.

:

JlY Dear Gent;ral : I fully appreciate your situation, and have for

some time realized that until it was decided one way or another between

Generals Lee and Burnside we could hardly hope for increase of force

here now needed. My chief aim and hope, after attempting to demon-

strate the necessity of the case and amount of troops required to give

promise of a successful resistance in this position, has been to show also
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that after attack it will be too late to re-enforce. I have also beeu

somewhat restive under the delays which have been made in complying

with your orders and with the change in designated regiments made by
yourjuniorsin rank, apparently without your sanction. General French

writes me a note explaining the delay, but not the change in the regi-

ments. I needed, also, very much more field artillery, and that was
an arm which I presumed, "^from my knowledge of the Army ef the

Potomac, there could bo no difficulty in supplying. I have received,

both from Eithmond and General Beauregaid, telegrams relative to the

starting of the enemy's fleet. Tliey do not so far seem to be intended

for me; most probably, in my opinion, for Mobile. They have had

ample time to reach Charleston or this place. I think that we can make
a pretty fair fight against a naval attack, but as I have frequently ex-

plained, my force is utterly inadequate on land. The report shows quite

a large aggregate of heavy artillery, but that cannot be included at all

in the estimate for the land defense, nor indeed can the heavy artillery

defend itself against land attack. I wish you could come and see me.

In two hours' observation you would learn more of the situation than

from a dozen of my letters, though I do not think you would differ ma-

terially from me.
Very truly, yours,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Headquarters Forces on the Blackwater,
December 4, 1862.

General Beauregard:
My Dear General : My position in command of the forces at this

advancedpost places me in frequent and full communication with friends

within the enemy's lines. They afford me information which I generally

find correct. From a letter, dated yesterday, written bymy most reliable

correspondent in Suffolk, I think proper to furnish you the following

extract

:

I would further state that I also learn a simnltaneoue attack will.beinade on Fred-
ericksburg, Weldon, and Charleston. They will attack Charleston, they say, with
200 vessels, and that very soon.

This you will take for what it is worth. In the New York Times of
the 28th, in the local column, is a paragraph to the effect that Banks'
expedition of 300 vessels is about to start, with the design of inflicting

a destructive blow on the heart of the rebellion. Perhaps it means
Charleston. In abundance of precaution I have thought proper to
possess you of these rumors.

Confident in your ability to repel any assault, I have the honor to be,
truly, your friend,

EOGER A. PRYOE.

Headquarters,
Wilmington^ N. C, December 6, 1862.

Governor Vance, Raleigh, N. C.

:

Sir : I send you herewith a copy of letters addressed to the War De-
partment since my assignment to the defense of the Cape Fear, touch-
ing the importance of the matter in hand and the men and means re-
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quired. I believe the Department to be fully impressed with the urgency
of the case and aware of its necessities ; but pressed so heavily at so
many jioints it has so far been unable to supply here but a very small
part of the number of troops I consider indispensable to a successful
defense of Wilmington. In the meantime I am endeavoring to make
the best use I can of the means at my disposal. In view of my small
force and the undoubted intention of the enemy to attack this place at
no distant day, I recommend Your Excellency to take speedy and strong
measures to secure to your people the large supply of salt now on hand
in the city. It should at once be placed, at the expense of the owners,
out of the chance of capture by the tour routes—Wilmington and Man-
chester Eailroad, Charlotte and Eutherford Eailroad, Cape Fear Eiver,
and Wilmington and Weldon Eailroad. Should the place fall (and I

cannot say it will not, unless I am heavily and speedily re-enforced) the
salt-works must be lost. I should do all in my power to aid in securing
it. The accompanying letter will explain to you the difiSculty of this

position.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Charleston, S. C, December 7, 1862.

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Wilmington, JT. G. :

Look out for Weldon, if they are not going to James Eiver.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

Headquakteks,
Wilmington, N. C, December 8, 1862.

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith,
Commanding, &c., Richmond, Va.

:

General : I understand that your first order directing four regiments

to be sent here to me assigned the two which had been taken from here

by General French, viz, [Paul F.] Faison's and Eadclifi'e's. Neither of

the latter have arrived. It is reported that Colonel Jordan's regiment,

which has come, was substituted for Colonel Faison's by General French,

on the ground that Colonel Faison's was too good a regiment for him to

spare and he preferred sending an indifierent one ; but as I have but

very few troops with which to perform or attempt a great work I much
prefer they should be as good as can be had. I therefore respectfully

request that you will cause General French to carry out the original

order. General Clingman is my authority for the circumstance of the

substitution. So far three regiments have arrived here—Cantwell's,

Shaw's, and Jordan's. Should it be in your power to forward at any

time additional troops, and I cannot have any of my old Mississippi

regiments, I should like to have Colonel Leventhorpe's North Carolina

regiment sent here.
. „ ., « j.

I have not so far been able to ascertain the destination of the fleet

reported to have left New Berne. It has not to our knowledge passed

to the southward
Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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Richmond, Va., December 11, 1862.

Eespectfully referred to General French.
I am disappointed and surprised to learn tbat only three regiments

had arrived at Wilmington on the 8th instant. I -would be pleased to

have all the facts stated in reference to the change of regiments and the
cause of delay or non-arrival of the fourth regiment.

G. W. SMITH,
Major- General.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., December 9, 1862.

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith:

General : The inclosed letter of Governor Vance, of North Carolina,

and the reply* of this Department upon the subject of the destruction of

certain staple productions of that State in the contingency of the dan-
ger of their falling into the hands of the enemy, will inform you of the
views of the Department as to your own conduct in that contingency.
Much property has been sacrificed improi)erly in the Southwest under
the act of Congress of March 17, 1862, to regulate the destruction of
property under military necessity, and anxietyis naturally felt whenever
there is any prospect of an exercise of the powers intrusted to the mili-

tary authorities. While the Department is persuaded of the propriety of
destroying property rather than it should be captured to aid the enemy
in the prosecution of the war, it is solicitous that the destruction should
not take place unless there is imminent danger tiiat such a contingency
will hax^pen. You will instruct the generals and other oflQcers of your
department conformably to the views herein expressed.

With consideration and respect, your obedient servant,

Bv order of the Secretarv of War:
J. A. CAMPBELL,

Assistant Secretary of Wa?-.

[Inclo3ur6.]

State of North Carolina, Executive Dept.,
Raleigh, N. C, December C, 1862.

Hon. James A. Seddon, Secretary of War :

Dear Sir : The State of North Carolina is purchasing some 15,000
or 20,000 bales of cotton and storing in tlie interior for purpose of ob-
taining credit abroad, &c. The order to burn all not removed west df
the Weldon and Wilmington Eailroad by the 16th instant will embrace
a large lot bought by the State. Can you not order General French to
respect all such where the holder exhibits a contract of sale to the
State ? If so, I will make arrangements to destroy it myself on the
approach of the enemy. I would respectfully suggest that the execu-
tion of that order will have a very unhappy effect on that portion of
the country, not only producing great dissatisfaction but even distress
in many instances, where people have lost negroes and stock and have
nothing left but their cotton to live upon. 1 respectfully recommend
that the order be generally delayed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Z. B. VANCE.
* Not found.
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Headquaktees,
Petersburg, Va., December 9, 18G2.

General Gustavus W. Smith,
Commanding Army, &c., Richmond, Va.:

Dear Sir : I sent you a copy of my letter to Geueral J. G. Foster,
U. b. Army; inclosed you have bis reply.* You will perceive he con-
venieutly disavows that the acts were dona with his knowledge and
consent. I cannot well go behind that, and unless instructed other-
wise by Saturday next shall reply without further reference.

Yours, very truly,

S. G. FEBNOH,
Major- Oeneral, Commanding.

P. S.—I have not yet received the affidavits sent you of the outrage
in Craven County on women. Send it as soon as possible. I forwarded
them to you.

Special Orders, ( Adjt. and Inspector General's Office,
No. 288. ) Richmond, Va., December 9, 1862.

XVII. By direction of the President the privilege of the writ of ha-
beas corpus is hereby suspended at Salisbury, N. C, and for 10 miles
around said place.

By command of the Secretary of War

:

JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Abstract from Field Seturn of troops commanded by Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, December
10,1862 (headquarters Richmond, Va.).

Command.

Present for
duty.

5f>a

Maj. Geo. S. G. French, Department North Carolina...
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, Diatrict of the Cajw Fear
Brig. Gen. John H. Winder, Department of Henrico.....
Brig. Gen. H. A. Wise, brigade
Brig, Gen. J. Daniel, brigade
Brig. Gen. J. R. Davis, brigade i

Col. [T.S.I Khett, Kichmond defenses
CoL T.J.Page, Chaffin's Bluflf

Capt. S. S. Lee, C. S. Navy, Drewry'e Bluff.

OoL W. P. Shingler, cavalry Eolcombe Legion

Grand total

716
174
85

136
1»3
130
97
23
17
8

11,254
2,804
1,486
1,628
3,080
2,341
1,481
279
245
119

14, 103
3,811
2,017
2,229
4,128
2,944
1,955
415
377
218

1,684 24,717 32,297

19, 141

4,826
2,680
2,962
5,253
3,943
2,457
488
391
259

42, 400

' See French to Foster, November 27, and Foster's reply, December 4, pp. 466, 470, 471.
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Headquarters,
Wilmingion, K C, December 12, 1802.

Maj. Gen. Gustatus W. Smith, Richmond, Va.

:

The following dispatch has just been received froai Col. James Ead-
cliffe:

The enemy in large force is within 2 miles of Trenton, on the north side of the Trent
River; reported advancing, direction either Kinston or Magnolia. The fleet is re-

ported to have left New Berne to attack AVilmington.

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

Circular.] Headquarters,
Richmond, Va., December 12, 1862.

General : Major-Geueral Elzey having reported to me for duty is as-

signed to the command of the Eichmond defenses and that portion of

my command lying north of James Eiver. Drewry's Bluff and the works
around Manchester being a part of the Eichmond defenses proper will

be under the command of General Elzey. It is difficult to prescribe

exact geographical boundaries between the commands of Generals Elzey,

French, and Whiting, but even were these lines definitely drawn they

would necessarily be disregarded in emergency, and, in case of active

operations against the enemy, department or district lines would be set

aside and a combined effort made to beat the foe. I desire to impress
upon you the importance of cooperation and a thorough understanding
of the condition of affairs in the respective commands. Information con-

cerning the movements of the enemy should be promptly sent to the
nearest commander at the same time that it is communicated to this

office. It is my desire that yon should exercise within your respective
commands all the authority which the regulations, usage, and orders
confer upon geographical military commanders in war in the presence
of the enemy. I shall endeavor to give you all the assistance and sup-
port within my i)ower and will be with you in person whenever practi-

cable. The duties of Brigadier-General Winder being of a peculiar
character, and more or less connected directly with the War Depart-
ment, he will continue to make his report to this office and to the Sec-
retary of War or Adjutant and Inspector General of the army as here-
tofore; but as regards the military operations proper, and the defenses
of the city, all will, when called upon, be under the direction of the
senior officer present.

Eespectfally and trulv, yours,

G. W. SMITH,
Major-General, Commanding.

General Orders,
) Headquarters,

No. 15. ] Richmond, Ya., December 12, 1862.

I. Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey is assigned to the command of the Rich-
mond defenses, and of such other portions of this command as are not
included in the Cape Fear District and the Departnaent of North Caro-
lina. He will establish his headquarters in the city of Eichmond.

II. Capt. John W. Eiely, assistant adjutant-general, is temporarily
assigned to duty with Major-General Elzey.
By command'of Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith:

SAML. W. MELTON,
• Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Brigade Headquarters,
Ghaffin's Farm, Va., December 13, 1862.

Maj. Gen. Gustatus W. Smith,
Commanding, cfcc. ;

General: I report to you the condition of things in the Ghicka-
honiiny and York Peninsulas, below this post: fW. P.] Shiugler's and
[L. J.] Hawley's cavalry were not sufficient- for pickets or for posts.
They had been badly disciplined. The pickets were negligent and were
cut off, and the posts not sufficiently guarded to prevent the enemy from
making very dangerous dashes. I have deemed it proper and necessary
to send Lieutenant-Colonel Councill, of the Twenty-sixth Virginia Eegi-
ment, in command of about 100 effective infantry and the re-enforce-
ments of Major Robertson's cavalry. He has taken post at Sherman's,
on the Diascnnd road, 2 miles below Forge Bridge. Yesterday evening
he sent to me the accompanying field return, which shows:

shlngler's command [holcombe legion].

Commissioned officers 9
Nun-commissioned officers 20
Privates 148

Aggregate 177
Sick 26

[Effective total] 151
Extraduty 29

Fit for field duty 122

ROBERTSON'S COMMAND.

Officers 6
Non-commissioned officers 9
Privates 100

Aggregate -• 115

Sick 1

[Eflfective total] 114

Extra duty 8

Fit for field duty 106

hawley's command.

Officers 4

Non-commissioned officers ti

Privates 42

Aggregate - - 54

Sick ~

[Effective total] 47

Extraduty
'^

Fit for duty 44

Total cavalry fit for duty 27^
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INFANTEY PKESE^^.

Officers 1^
Non-commissioned officers - 1°

Privates ^"*

Aggregate H^
Sick ^

[Efifective total] 112

Extra duty '

Fit for duty HI
Add total effective force of cavalry - ^''^

Total effective force, infantry and cavalry 383

The accompauyiug report from Colonel Councill and my reply will

give details of duties reported upon and in hand. You will see that I

have informed him how to get forage. The suggestion to take the corn

iu shucks might be well to observe. It saves labor, saves corn from

shelling, and gets long forage as well as short in the most compact

form for transportation.

Deserters in New Kent were not found ; they were straggling con-

scripts ; I have ordered their arrest. I ask that printed forms for com-

pany morning reports may be sent. My quartermaster cannot get any.

I send you a report from Lieutenant Harman, who is my scout in Isle

of Wight. From his messages I infer that the enemy are massing their

forces, via Norfolk, iu and below Suffolk. I have as yet received no dis-

patches or messages from the scouts sent to Matthews aud Gloucester.

Have any been received at department headquarters from them? My
men have nearly completed their winter quarters and the outer line of

our field breastworks. The camp hospital is progressing, but this build-

ing and all others have been delayed by want of lumber. We are now
cutting and hauling our own lumber from Cox's woods and Aiken's Mill.

As soon as sufficient is obtained a part of the hospital buildings can be
completed and the storehouse for provisions can be commenced. The
latter can soon be put up. Thus I have endeavored to picket and guard
our outposts, to provide for them, to construct the necessary winter
hospital and other buildings, and to complete our intrenchments. In
another week the whole will be well on the way to completion. I there-

fore make a timely application for leave of absence for nine days from
Wednesday, December 24 instant, in order that I may meet my family
the second time since April last, and attend to some necessary and im-
portant private business. The first leave, you will remember, was cut
off by a sudden recall to duty. I make this application now because
danger is seemingly somewhat distant and I might perhaps be better
spared sooner than at the time I ask for. My family is still at Dover
Mills, only 20 miles above Eichmond, and a courier can bring me back
to my post at any time in eight hours from the moment he leaves your
headquarters, and I will hurry back at the first notice, day or night

;

but, as before, I beg you will not grant this request if you doubt the
propriety of doing so.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HENEY A. WISE,
Brigadier- General,
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[iDclosurcs.]

Hdqes. Foeces Operating on the Peninsula,
Sherman's Farm, Va., December 12, 1862.

Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise:
General : Your dispatch* of December 10, forwarded from CLaffin's

at 5 o clock, reached me at 1.30 a. m., December 11. Yesterday morn-
ing 1 ordered a commissioued officer to visit the courier stations as far
as Crenshaw's, and directed him to notify the couriers as far as that
place that I required of them to travel with dispatches at the rate of
8 mdes an hour

; that in case of failure to do so 1 would have the delin-
quents punished, if it could be ascertained who they were. Informa-
tion reached me yesterday, through an officer who had been down to
our pickets, that the negroes below reported that the enemy would come
up again yesterday, and would aftbrd an opportunity to all negroes
who wished to avail themselves of the chance to return with them.
Coming, as the information did, from negroes, I scarcely credited it, but
it is a notable fact, I am informed, that heretofore when the negroes have
announced their coming they have actually come. I at once ordered
the cavalry and infantry to move, directing the latter to occupy a posi-
tion at Shtrman's Mill, and accompanied the cavalry myself on to the
Diascund, crossed the Diascund, and proceeded as far as our pickets at
James' gate, and returned by the way of Barhamsville. My object was
to be near at hand in the event our pickets needed any support, and if
nothing else was effected our visit could at least give them confidence.
I could hear nothing from the enemy. From what I can learn there is
no doubt that they have heard that this post has been re-enforced, and I
am inclined to think they will not come up again shortly. After mature
reflection, I have abandoned for the present the plan 1 submitted in my
last dispatch of ambuscading the enemy at James' gate. In the first

place there is no certainty as to their coming at any particular time, and
we might, even if they came up at all, be compelled to lie there for sev-
eral days and then not have a sight of them. Secondly, as I stated in
my communication to you, 1 think it is not prudent to operate so far
down with a mere detachment of infantry and in a country entirely
unknown to them. The detachment of cavalry that you ordered to be
sent to the upper portion of New Kent returned last night. Mr. Hop-
kins knew nothing of any deserters in that section, and informed the
officer in charge that the information which he had imparted to the de-

partment was with reference to conscripts and not deserters. There are
no doubt many of them in that locality. My forage-master succeeded
in procuring forage at Mr. Selden's, on James River, and I think more
can be had there. I think the distance from Hopewell to Crenshaw's
too far for a courier to ride, and would recommend that a post be estab-

lished at Gill & Ladd's shop. Is it your wish that Major Eobertson,
as the ranking officer of cavalry at this post, shall exercise a command
over the whole cavalry force, or must his command be confined to his

own cavalry?
We need forms for company morning reports. Forward me a supply

if you can conveniently. This cavalry force does not seem to have
been much accustomed to returns of any kind. I herewith forward a
tri-monthly return of the command. It is the best that I can do with

them for the present.

My last dispatch was hurriedly written, and I regret that I should

* Not found.
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have sent it without my signature. The fact is there is considerable

annoyance and difficulty to encounter with this command, and I

scarcely have a moment's leisure from morning until night.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. CALVIN COUNCILL,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Post.

Brigade Headquarters,
Chaffi7i's Farm, Va., December 12, 1862.

Lieut. Col. [J. C] CotiNCLLL,
Commanding, &c. :

Colonel: Your movement to meet the enemy is approved. I have

no doubt the negroes are in constant and regular communication with

the enemy, and it may be that the latter, whenever they desire to dis-

appoint your movements or to make their own unmolested will cause

the former to give it out that they are coming upon a given day. I sug-

gest that you might possibly deceive the deceivers sometimes by going,

seeming to return to your camp, and going back to your advance posi-

tion suddenly and secretly, say at night. I would never advance openly

if I could do it by night or stealthily at any time. By watchfulness you
can catch them certainly. Is Sherman's Mill not too far off for the in-

fantry to aid your cavalry! I would advance them to Diascund Bridge

at least, or not at all, whenever I expected the enemy to come up. It

is desirable to have conscripts arrested and made to serve as well as

deserters. Have everyone you can reach arrested and sent to Eichmond.
Lieut. Col. Eandolph Harrison, of the Fourth, informed me to-day

that his father has, he supposes, 500 barrels of corn, which is being
gathered at the place called the Eow, below the Charles City Court-

House. I suggested that it would be best to haul the corn in the shucks
to your camp at the forge or Sherman's. It would save the labor of

shucking to the farm and would give you both long and short forage,

and the corn would be cheaper and more compact to haul than corn and
shucks apart. He seemed willing to sell in that way, and promised me
to write to you. I would not wait to hear from him, but would send at

once all my wagons and stop the shucking of the corn. Even at near
the same price you would save all wastage by shelling in hauling.
Let a courier's post be established at Gill & Ladd's shop. Tou will send

a trusty trooper or two there. Tou will observe thatllobertson's cavalry,
at the suggestion .of General Smith, are to be kept separate and apart
from Shingler's. This, I understood, was to prevent Major Eobertson
from taking command of the whole cavalry. Major Eobertson is to be
kept as a kind of reserve. I am sure I inserted this in your orders. Let
the respective corps report to you separately. Whenever they are called
to act together in marches or service the ranking officer will of course
theu, under your orders, command.

I have ordered forms of company morning reports to be forwarded to
you.
Your force is stronger than I supposed, and with a good supply of

forage on hand I shall expect you to advance whenever you can or when-
ever the enemy threatens. I recommend you by all means to reach
down as far as you safely can after forage. My scouts' last reports
from far down James Eiver are that there is no appearance as yet of
any gunboats coming up the river. The enemy have in the last two days
crossed the Eappahannock below Fredericksburg.
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The adjutant informs me that just at this moment he has no printed
iorms of company morning reports, but lie will get them for the whole
command as early as possible. I send you a few envelopes.

Very respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant,
HENRY A. WISE,

Brigadier- General.

War Department, C. S. A,
Richmond, Va., December 13, 1862.

General Gustavus W. Smith, Petersburg, Va. ;

General Lee telegraphs that the enemy attacked this morning at sev-
eral points ; that there was fighting all day, but at night the enemy
were repulsed on all points of attack. A renewal of the battle expected
by him to-morrow. His troops behaved (he says) admirably.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

[December 13, 1862.—For Seddon to Beauregard, in reference to re-
enforcements for Wilmington, N. C, and resulting correspondence, see
Series T, Vol. XIV, p. 711.]

Hdqrs. Forces Operating on the Peninsula,
Shermanh Farm, Va., Saturday Mglit, December 13, 1862.

Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise :

General: One of our scouts who went below about five days ago
returned this evening. He brings no intelligence of any importance
concerning the enemy. He was within 5 miles of Williamsburg and
had not a sight of any Yankees. He met with a lady from Williams-
burg, who informed him that the Yankees reported to Williamsburg
that a fleet was in readiness to ascend the James with a view of attack-
ing the works at Drewry's. He thinks from what he could gather that
the post of Yorktown was more of a school for instruction than anything
else. Mrs. Vaiden applied to me to-day for a permit to allow her to

pass our picket at James' gate to see her sick daughter, who resides

some C miles below the picket. I inquired who would accompany her,

and was informed her servant. I refused to grant the request upon
the ground that I had positive orders from you to allow no one to pass
our pickets either way, up or down, without your permission. I told her
she must await your decision. Mrs. Vaiden is the mother of Major Vai-

den, of this county, and I reckon is a loyal lady, but I do not think it

prudent to allow her servant to accompany her even if you grant her
request.

If we move our camps to Diascund Bridge, as I proposed this

morning, I think, upon reflection, it would be better to change the

location of our pickets and advance them nearer to the enemy—say a

little below the Burnt Ordinary—and let our inside pickets occupy the

ground that our outside ones do now. We have heard severe cannon-

ading nearly the whole day ; there must have been hard fighting at

Fredericksburg. Please send me a paper with particulars, if you can

do so conveniently.

A Dr. Taylor, who had been one of our scouts, was captured by
the enemy, with his horse and cart, about the time I came to this



800 NOETH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [CHAr. XXS.

post. He is not in the service, as I am informed. The enemy has re-

leased him and he has returned, I learn, -with his horse and" cart. I

want to understand something about his case. Would it not be best
to send for him, and if he refuses to come have him arrested and
brought here ? I had determined at one time to send for him without
consulting you, but have concluded it would be advisable to confer with
you in reference to his case. He may have taken the oath, for all I

know, and I ought to see him. Coming back with his horse and cart

looks suspicious, indeed.

I have supplied the post at GiU & Ladd's with two men from Eobert-

son's command [Thirty-second Battalion Virginia Cavalry] ; they come
to me as reliable men. I was positive with Eobertson in my direction

not to send any but trusty men. I am afraid I shall not be enabled to

correct the dilatory habits of this line of couriers without personally vis-

iting each post. I sent an ofiBcer along the line yesterday to Crenshaw's
with positive directions to the men at each post. His visit has not had
the effect that I desired ; they are still as slow as ever. It is not im-
portant that this shall go before the morning; I may have something
to add by then.

I am, general, verv respectfuUj', your obedient servant,
J. CALVIN COUNCILL,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Post.

Sunday morning.—I shall send for Dr. T. without waiting to hear from
you.

Headquarters,
Richmond, Va., December 13, 18C2.

Major-Gencral Elzey, Commanding, &c. :

General : The major-general commanding directs that you will forth-
with place General Davis' brigade in position south of the James Eiver
to support Generals Daniel or Wise or to take the cars for Petersburg
as circumstances may require. Let the brigade move at once. The
brigade will bring rations (of which they have six days on hand), and
their camp equipage should follow them to their position over the river.
Their rations may be cooked after arriving at their position.

Very respectfnlly, general, your obedient servant,
SAML. W, MELTON,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Brigade Headquarters,
Clwffin^s Farm, Ta., December 14, 1862.

Lieut. Col. J. C. CouNciLL,
Commanding, cfcc. .•

Colonel : Yours of last night reached me within this hour. You have
done right to examine Dr. Taylor. Be careful how you trust any of the
timid occupants of a section held by the enemy. Some are traitors

;

some love their property better than public liberty. Do not trust Dr.
Taylor any more, but make him serve. Be particular as to your cou-
riers

;
they are improving at this end of the line. Major Eobertson must

be held responsible for the discipline and conduct of his men. Be pos-
tiye, firm, and unyielding to all the cavalry; they all need the strictest
discipline. I will endeavor to visit yonr whole line of couriers, posts,
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iMiil pickets duriug the uext week; let this be known. If I cannot, the

expectation of it may do good. I am confident tbe enemy are now weak
on the Williamsburg Peninsula. As soon as possible arrange your
vedettes, couriers, and iiickets as you proposed in your last, and as I

approved, and advance your whole force as far as your judgment will

ai)prove. Let them come to Drewry's ; we are ready. Do not allow

Mrs. Vaiden or servant—no one—to pass your lines downward. She is

a daughter of Mrs. Piggott, an arch traitoress. Move your camp and
advance your pickets if you can get forage. 1 think you can. News
has just come that General Lee has beaten the enemy at all points near

Fredericksburg. Now is your time to make a rapid demonstration. Do
it, if you dare. We have no paper of particulars as to Fredericksburg.

Be unceasing in moving.
Yours, truly,

HENRY A. WISE,
Brigadier- General.

GoLDSBOEOUGii, N. C, Decevihcr 14, 18G1!.

General French:
After severe fighting all day General Evans retired this evening across

the river and destroyed the bridge. The enemy are now shelling Kins-

ton, and General Evans will make" another stand on heights overlooking

the town. He reports their strength at 22,000. Our loss severe; enemy's

very great.
Z. B. VANCE.

War Department, G. S. A.,

Eichmond, Va., Dccemher 14, 18G2.

General Gustavus W. Smith, Weldon, N. C.

:

(ieueral Lee telegraphs, in reply to the substance of your letter, as

follows

:

I think it best to draw re-enforcements you propose, and all available from Nortli

and South Carolina. Keep guards to batteries on James Kivcr.

By the re-enforcements you propose. General Lee means such as you

propose to draw from here.
_^ ^ SEDDON,

Secretary of War.

Petersburg, Va., December 14,1802.

Hou. James A. Seddon :

We have nothing from Kinstou since my note sent by courier. Gen-

eral Whiting reports Banks' fleet at Beaufort. Is there any news from

Fredericksburg ? I expect to leave at 8 o'clock to-night, and would bke

to hear from there before I start.
^^ ^^ SMITH

Major- General.

Wilmington, N. C, December 15, 18G2.

Bri"-. Gen. S. It. Gist, Florence, S. C:

Tlicre will be an officer to meet you on tlie other side of Cape Fear

liiver I have a room for you, Clem, and Colquitt. The enemy had

51 E R—VOL XVIII
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falleu back 1 mile from Kinstou last nigUt. To-day no comiuunicatioii

witb Kiustoii. Have not heard from there to-day. We have driven

the enemy some 2 miles in Virginia.
J. H. HILL,

Assistant A djutant- General.

Headquarters,
Wilmington., N. C, December 15, 1862.

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith,
Vommanding, Goklsborough, N. C. :

General: If compelled to fall back from Goldsborough I think the

best line to take will be toward Ealeis'h a short distance. If Foster has

conceived the idea of marching on Wilmington from Goldsborough, as

is said by prisoners, his communicatiou will be cut by your people when
he moves. 1 can be aided by Beauregard with the hope of stopping

him on the northeast bank of Gajie Fear Eiver. If, on the other hand,

he is disposed to go toward Weldon you can play the same move.
Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters,
liichmond, Va., December 15, 1862.

Major-General Elzey, Commanding, <tc.:

The major-general commanding directs that the three Mississippi

regiments of Davis' brigade, with the batteries, and three select regi-

ments of Daniel's brigade, with the battery, be put on the march for

Goldsborough at once by railroad. I have notified General Daniel and
Colonel Stone to provide their commands with five days' rations and be
in readiness. Colonel Walker, commanding city guard, has been di-

rected to return to their commands the companies in the city belonging
to the above-mentioned brigades. Yon will direct six companies of the
Fifty-ninth Georgia Regiment (Col. Jack Brown) to report to Colonel
Walker at once in place of the companies so relieved. Each regiment
will carry with it one iirst-rate ammunition wagon and team.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SAML. W. MELTON,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

War Department, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., December 15, 1862.

General E. E. Lee, Fredericksburg, Va.:

General G. W. Smilh, by courier from Petersburg, reports the enemy,
22,000 strong, to be pressing Evans at Kinston. The railroad connec-
tion and Raleigh must, he fears, be lost witiiout further support. He
proposes to withdraw re-enforcements from this vicinity and the Black-
water, trusting to you to sustain the city if absolutely necessary. As
I see no instant prospect of attack here I approve his purpose, but
deem it proper to inform you.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.
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EiCHMOND, Va., December 15, 1862.

To the President, Montgomery, Ala.

:

General R. E. Lee :

is c,?'^off^'^R!?J?f^'<^'''°''f>' ^- ^-^"^ ?.?•,?• ^'^^ telegraph with Gcueral Evans
IS cut 0&. By latest inlorniation lie was at Falling Creek, 6 miles tbissiile of KinstonEnemy now estimated at 30,000, and scouts report re-enforcements constantly arr"":

^,L^To i""^ fP*!-
,^''^<^™<"- Vanco is here. All accounts agree that onx troopsbehaved admirably in the engagement yesterday.

'

G. W. SMITH,
Major-Genei-al.

The above just received at S.30 p. m. We have sent all the re-en-
forcements to be spared here, from the Blackwater, and in North Caro-
lina. General Beauregard has promised 5,000, which 1 hope ^TilI arrivem time. I have ordered here, if possible to be spared, two regiments
from General Samuel Jones and two from General Humphrey Marshall

J. A. SEDDON,
/Secretary of War.

December 10, 1SC2.

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith, Goldsborough, N. C:
The line being cut by the enemy, can I help you by moving up to any

point on the railroad, or shall I wait ? Glad my last train reached you
W. U. 0. M^HITING,

Brigadier- General.

Goldsborough, N. C, December IG, 18G2—8 p. m.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Moseley Hall. N. C. :

General : I shall send down five trains to-night, aud I think it would
be well to have the men sleep on board in case the enemy move ujiou
the railroad and county bridges. General Clingmau should be re-en-
forced at once or we lose all chance of taking the oti'ensive when our
forces arrive. It might be very important to have a battery promptly
brought up. How many pieces have you? None of the troops from
Richmond have arrived yet, aud the batteries are behind the infantry.
The two 30-pounders got here to-day, but without horses. They are
almost useless, if not in the way. Large number of trains have been
sent up, and I hope to be able to bring down some horses and wagons
for the command. One regiment (the Fifty-second North Carolina) has
just arrived. I shall send it over the river. I think if it is ])racticable

that General Pettigrew had better come up in the first train with
Burgwyn's legimeiit, and that his troops should follow. Let General
Uobertson hold position at Spring Bank Bridge with, say, two regiments
and two pieces, and let General Evans, Avith his brigade, take position

to cover the town ou this side, supjiort Robertson if it should be neces-

sary, and be ii> place to support the troops beyond the bridges if re-

quired. There are five field pieces now at and beyond the bridges,

with Col. [S. D.] Pool's battalion of artillery and Clingman's two regi-

ments. The almost "entire absence of information and the conflicting

nature of what is brought in make it very difficult to determine upon
anything understandingly. If General Pettigrew's brigade crosses over

I desire that you should take command of the forces on that side; that

is, of Clingman and Pettigrew. When my six regiments get Jiere, if t he

movement is made ou the other bank, we will, I hope, be strong enough
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to leave a sufficient force to protect this i>lace from any movement they
may make from the other side of the river by their pontoon bridge, and
still be strong enough on that bank to beat them. Such is an outline of

my present intention, as far as the present information enables me to

judge of the probable views and intentions of the enemy. If you receive

no further instructions, let Pettigrew's brigade come up to this i)lace at

daylight and Evans fall back in this direction, as above, Eobertson tak-

ing position at Spring Bank Bridge, leaving outlying guards below upon
the river and roads for the purpose of giving information.

Verv respectfully and truly, yours,
G. W. SMITH,

Major- General.

_ p. s.—Your note of 9.30 p. m. was received just after the above was
signed. We ha\'e not yet been in condition to cross the river at this

])oint and move forward, but must await the arrival of the troops from
Richmond and horses to mount the cavalry before we can hope to act

with effect in the presence of such a force.

Headquakters,
White Hall Bridge, K. C, December IG, 1862—4.30 p. m.

[Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH:]

General: About two hours since it was reported that the enemy,
after leaving the bridge, moved up the river, but the news was not con-

tirmed. Their ambulance and wagon trains are now i)assing White Hall,
going in the same direction. They are undoubtedly making direct (or

the railroad, which I have suspected since yesterday evening. Hurry
up the ammunition for Leventhorpe. Firing has nearly ceased.

In haste, most respectfully,

B. H. EOBEIiTSON,
Brigadier- General.

Wilmington, IS". C., December 10, 18G2.

General GusTAvus W. Smith, Goldsborougli, N. G.

:

Two regiments and a battery have arrived from Beauregard. Tele
graph your orders.

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

Spring Bank, N. C.,

December — , 1862—sundown.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, &c.

:

General: Two hundred of the Thirty-first Eegiment were left on
guard at White Hall.- They had no rations. I think a force of 30 men,
with 2 mounted couriers, enough to guard that point, considering the
present position of the enemy.

Most respectfully,

B. H. EOBEETSON,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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Spring Bank Bridge, N. C,
December 17, 1862.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French,
Commanding, &c., Goldsborough, y. G.

:

General: Please send the rations to tbis point. My men are, some
of tliem, much in need of them.

Most respectfully,

B. H. IIOBERTSON,
Brigadier- Genera I, Comm anding.

P. S.—Eest assured I will hold the ferry to the last extremity. I wish
you could send Colonel Leventhorpe to me.

GOLDSBOEOUGH, N. C, December 18, 1862.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War

:

One of my best officers returned at 2 o'clock, havini,' followed the
enemy 13 miles ou the road toward New Berne. He is satisfied that
they are rapidly moving for that place.

G. W. SMITH,
Major- General.

War Department, G. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., December 10, 18C2.

General It. E. Lee:

A telegram from General Smith last evening announces that from the
report ot one of his best officers, who followed the enemy 13 miles, he is

satisfied they are rapidly returning to New Berne. There is no reliable

intelligence of any movements of the enemy either in the Peninsula or
on the Blackwater. Your glorious victory has iirobably broken up all

their plans and frustrated their hopes. No official iutelligence of move-
ments in the West.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

WiLsnNGTON, N. C, December 19, 18G2.

General Beauregard, Charleston, S. C.

:

I have the following from G. W. [Smith]

:

and saved f lie county bri(l},'e. Tlio enemy retired during the night, Kuppo.sed toward

Wiliriiiigloij. TlipyVcre licre in very largo force, supposed more tban 20,000. My
nrlillerv'and cavahy liave not yet anived from Richmond and Petersburg; expected

to-dav or to-iiior70^r. Have not transport.-itiousufBcienteven for auminnition. Will

move as soon as possible.

W. H. C. WHITING.
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Wilmington, K C, December 19, [1SC2.]

Colouel SlMONTON, Magnolia, N. C.':

Colonel : Eeturn with your brigade as soou as the train reaches you-
If the cavalry are there direct them to look out for approach of enemy.
Retire on their advance toward Wilmington, sending me courier. Enemy
have retired from before Goldsborough; supposed to be moving in the
direction of Wilmington.
Answer that you receive this.

W. n. 0. AVniTING,
Brif/adicr- General.

Wilmington, N. (J., December 19, 1862.

M.nj. Gcu. GusTAvus W. Smith:

On receipt of your dispatch I recalled the troops at Magnolia. If

enemy approaches Wilmington it must be bj^ the coast east of Northeast
Branch of Cape Fear Eivcr.

W. n. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

December 19, 186-2.

General Beaueegaed, Charleston, ,S. C.

:

I received the following dispatch from General Smith yesterday:

The enemy's array liaye gone lo New Berne rapidly.

W. H. 0. WHITING.

Charleston, S. C,
December 19, 1862—10.30 a. m.

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Wilmington, K. G.:

Enemy have fallen back in haste to New Berne; probably for James
Eiver ; but still look out for Wilmington.

G. T. BEAUREGAED,
General, Commanding.

Charleston, S. C,
December 19, 18C2—10 a. m.

Maj. Gen. GusTAvus W. Smith,
Goldsborough, N. C.

:

Can't enemy be pursued hotly with 40 rounds of ammunition and
five days' provisions in haversacks ? They are probably going to James
Eiver.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED.
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Absliact from Field licturn of troops at Goldsborough, N. C. commanded iy Maj. Gen.
G. W. Smith, for December 20, 1862.
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Headquarters,
Wilmington.! N. C, Becemher 21, 1802.

Captain Newkirk, Commanding Cavalry :

Oaptain : lu case of an advance of the cueiny from New lliver or

landing- at Topsail you will direct oue company to retire by Holly Shel-

ter rond, advising them that we have infantry pickets at Island Creek.

Th(? remainder will join you and keej) close observation on the enemy's
iiiovenicnts. Scouts should be frequently sent toward the enemy to

obtiiiu inibrmation.
W. H. C. WHITING,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

December 22, 1862.

;\Iajor-General Smith, Goldnhorough W. V. :

I would like Clingman's brigade (including liadcliffe's and Faison's
ret;inients) sent back, if you can spare them. General Eaius is in Eich-
Miond before now. I burst my best gun at Fort Fisher yesterday against
I'uemy's steamer. Please give all possible facility for 10-inch gun from
Richmond.

W. H. C. WHITING.

GOLDSUOROUGH, N. C, Deccmher 23, 1862.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War

:

General Evans' brigade reoccupied Kinston yesterday. The bridge
at that point is being rebuilt. General Pettigrew's brigade and Leven-
1 iiorjie's regiments were ordered to Weldon and Petersburg last night,
but they were detained by a collision, in which two engines were dis-

abled; no lives lost. The brigade started this afternoon. General
French has returned to Petersburg. The cars are running regularly
from Wilmington to the Neuse River, and the railroad bridge at that
point being reconstructed.

G. W. SMITH,
Major- General.

Burwell's Bay, Becemher 23, 1802.

Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise :

(iENEral: No change at Newport News; yesterday misty; could
not see down to the Point; the day before only three vessels in port.
On IMonday 45 Yankees came to Smithfield to see about the election;
on the same night General Piyor visited the same place. Report says
tlie enemy came to Isle of Wight Conrt-House yesterday.

WILLIAM HAEMAN.

GoLDSBOROUGn, N. C, Becemher 27, 1802.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War:

1 returned this evening froai Wilmington. Have ordered Clingman's
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brigade to General Whiting and the two siege guns (30-pounder Par-
I'otts) to General French for the Blackwater. All is reported quiet in
the direction of ISTew Berne. Tour letter of the 23d is just received.

G. W. SMITH,
Major- General.

BuEWELL's Bay, December 29, 1862.
Brig. Gen. Henky A. Wise:

General : Yesterday was the first time I could get a view of New-
port News since my note of the 20th instant; it lias been hazv all the
time. Found only two vessels in sight to-day. A small sloop passed
down from Mulberry Island ; she had the United States flag flying.
On the night of Christmas eve a party of negroes came over from

the other side and robbed a gentleman by the name of Branch of meat
and other things to the value of over a thousand dollars. Branch lives
G mdes above my station. This is the second time they have come over
since I came here. These negroes are said to be camped iu nearly every
vacant farm house from Jamestown Island to Newport News. If I had
30 men and a sufiacient number of boats I believe I could capture a
number of these negroes.

WILLIAM HAKMAN.

Claeemont, December 30, [18C2].

General : I received two dispatches to-day, one indirect; the other
has been delayed several days.

Yours, respectfully,

WM. DICKINSON.

Abstractfrom Field lieport * of the troops of the District of the Cape Fear, commanded by
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, for December, 1862.

Troops.

Bri^atlier-Gencral Clini^iian's brigade
(-olonel Harrison's brigade
l'411i liegiment South Carolina Tolanteers.
rii-lil artillciy (four companies)
10th Battalion North Carolina Artillery ..

1,'ity guard (two companies)
Bridge guard
light-House Battery (ono company)
Fort Caswell (six companies)
Fort Fisher (nine companies)
Fort French (ono company)
Foi-t Johnson ( two companies)
Fort Saint riiilip (four companies

;
Present for

I

duty.

Grand total 339

m
70
a.')

13
13

7

1

4
10
28
.1

11

1,858
1,071
587
307
170
117
31
71

258
040
47
105

K2

,379

2,031
1,144
614
301

203
110
31

7t
303
073
47

101)

204

5, 9li0

2,409
1, 415

088
305
213
1.5C

32
85

483
794
01

132
208

,131

* This report does not include seven companies of cavalry. It is forwarded without this to prevent

further delay.
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Ahsiract from FieJd Heiarn of troops commanded hy Maj.
1862 {headquarters JRiclnnond, Va
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known bad character, whether engaged in any of the late outrages or
not. He will be aided by six companies of cavalry, scouring the mount-
ain regions in Washington, Carter, and Johnson Counties, Tennessee.
Col. W. H. Thomas, with 200 whites and Indians of his legion, is oper-
ating in Madison, and will go into Haywood. Jackson, and Cherokee
Counties, North Carolina, and Clay County, Georgia, with orders to ar-

rest all deserters and recusant conscripts and all tories who have been
engaged in unlawful practices on the Tennessee line of the mountains.
He will be aided by cavalry and infantry. I have ordered Major Gar-
rett to arrest all deserters he may find and to clear the counties lying
adjacent to the mountains of them before he returns to his command.
I am satisfied they are leagued with disloyal men frequently and per-

petrate many of the crimes which are committed in this part of the
State. Believing that it will be of service to your State to get rid of
such a population as that inhabiting the Laurel region I have proposed
to allow all who are not implicated in any crime to leave the State and
to aid them in crossing into Kentucky. I am informed that nearly the
whole population are desirous of accepting this offer. They will be
driven to do so from necessity, as I learn our troops have consumed all

the corn and meat in the settlement. If the people alluded to agree to

emigrate I will cause them to be paid for their property used by our
troops. Those who are of good character and who have not been guilty

of any offense have not been molested by our troops, and will not of

course be included among the number who are to be induced to emi-

grate as mentioned. I propose to give all tories of bad character who
may be arrested the option of going to prison (unless they find security

for good behavior) or of enlisting in the army. If they enlist they will

be sent to Mississippi, from whence they will not find it so easy to desert.

1 am in hopes the measures adopted will secure peace and security to

the families of our soldiers and to the good citizens living in this region

of the State. I feel gratified in being able to assist in producing such

re.'^ults, and shall at any future trial be glad to serve your State, which

has become endeared to the army by the patriotism exhibited by her

children at home and the valor of her soldiers in the field.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, Your Excellency's obedient

servant,
W. G. M. DAVIS,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Wak Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., January 2, 18G3.

General G. T. Beaueegaed, Charleston, S. C. :

General Smith seriously apprehends renewed invasion in North Car-

olina directed most probably on Wilmington. Can you not agani send

a'^sistancc, and, as General Smith desires, if the attack be made, give

the potent aid of your presence ?

^^ ^ SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

EicnMOND, Va., January 2, 1SC3.

Maior-General Feench: w. i <

The troops recently sent from here under Brigadier-General Colston

and one regiment of cavab-y will be left to protect Petersburg, Va.,
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Weldou, and the Blackwater. Tou will move with the rest of your

troops as soon as ])0ssible to Goldsborough and take command there

until my arrival.
G. W. SMITH,

Major- General.

Wae. Department, G. S. A.,

Richmond, Fa., January 2, 18C3.

General G. T. Beaueegakd, Charleaton, S. C. :

Further, more reliable intelligence indicates very strongly the purpose

of the enemy to move with force (supposed to be 30,000 men) iu North
Caioliua, probably on Wilmington, landing at New Berne or Morehead
(Jity, marching to Swansborough ; thence along the coast. Aid as soon

and as far as you can with safety.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

War Department, G. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., January 2, 1SC3.

(General E. E. Lee, Fredericksburg, Va.

:

Information of fleet in the Eoads derived from two different gentlemen
lesiding on the bay, represented (but not known to me) as reliable. In-

ibrniation of expected movement in North Carolina and probable intent
to advance on Wilmington from private sources at New Berne vouched
by ]>iist experience to be trustworthy. I have telegraphed General
Beauregard requesting aid, as far as safe to himself, for Wilmington.
He had withdrawn his late re-enforcement. General Smith nearly strips

Ilichmond, leaving onlv about 2,500 men.
J. A. SEDDON,

Secretary of War.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., January 2, 1863.

General E. E. Lee, Fredericlcshurg, Va.

:

Eeliable information satisfies me there has been in the bay a large
fleet. Their movements are puzzling. They brought some troojjs to
Gloucester Point and Yorktowu, probably new levies, and carried off'

others. The fleet, containing at the least 7,000 or 8,000 men, sailed up
the bay at least as far as New Point. Whether this was a ruse and they
returned and passed the capes at night I cannot learn. I think it prob-
able, for from all items of intelligence I conjecture an ex])edition med-
itated on North Carolina. General Bragg's victory more complete and
its fruits greater than at first supposed. Tlie enemy in retreat, with our
cavalrj' in his rear.

'
J. A. SEDDON,

Secretary of War.

Fredericksburg, Va., January 2, 18C3.
Hon. .James A. Seddon,

Secretary of War :

Your dispatches of 1st and 2d just received. Is the information of
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the presence of the transports true? They have not passed down the
1 otomae, nor is there any indication in General Burnside's army toshow a purpose of moving.

II. E. LEE.

War Depaiitment, Q. S. A.,

^ , ^ ,
Richmond, T «... January 2, 18C3.

Col. J. F. GlLMEE,
Chief of Engineer Bureaii :

Siu : By a contract made by my predecessor (General Eandolph) with
the Eiehmond and Danville Eailroad Company, they undertook the
construction of the connection between Da.uville and'Greensborou£?h,
in North Carolina, and were to receive bonds of the Confederate Gov-
ernment, bearing S ])er cent, interest, for §1,000,000 (the amount appro-
piiated by the act of Congress), less by the sum of $75,000, which was
advanc.'Cd them. This contract was made on May G last, and the rail-
road company, having given the bond and executed the securities re-
quired for the future repayment ofthe amount, are entitled to receive the
bonds for 8025,000, to be issued as of May G last. You are requested to
draw a requisition upon the Secretary of the Treasury for the amount
of bonds to which the company is entitled, and to hand them to Lewis
E. Harvie, esq., president of the road, or his authorized agent, taking a
receipt for them.

Your obedient servant,

J. A. SE])DOX,
Secretary of War.

Chaeleston, S. C, January L', ISCo.

jiaj. Gun. GusTAVus W. Smith,
GoJd,sborough,K. C. :

War Department anticipates [attack] in force on Wilmington, but I

believe their real objective point is Weldon ; therefore look out in that

quarter. But their troops once afloat may be landed anywhere on the
coast. Bragg has gained brilliant victory ; driven enemy at all points.

a. T. BEAUEEGARD.

Chaeleston, S. C, January 2, 18G3.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. :

I fear real point of attack is Weldon, not Wilmington. Will render

all assistance possible, but to send troops hence far as Weldon might
endanger Charleston. Enemy's troops once afloat can be landed any-

where. Eailroad to Wilmington in wretched condition; 1,000 men
forty-eight hours on way. Please see return, transmitted three dnys

.since, for eflective force in whole department.
G. T. ]5EAUEEGAED.

Engineee Bureatj, January 2, 1803.

Col. Waltee Gtvynn, Greenville, if. C.

:

CoLOisrEL : I am in receipt of your letter of the 30th instant [ultimo].

informing me that you would go'over to the Tar Eiver the following day
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to lay oil' works at a point 5 miles above Greenville aud obstruct the

liver, ill obedieuce to orders from Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith. These
works must be pressed forward with great energy. You will at once

1 eport fully to Major-General French all your operations for the de-

fense of the Tar and Koanoke Rivers, receive his orders as to the points

to be occupied, and act in all things iu full concert with the troops under
his command. Substantial obstructions should be placed at once in the

two rivers. You will give these works your immediate and constant

attention. If a pile driver is necessary to the building of the obstruc-

tions have one completed at the earliest moment practicable.

Your obedient servant,
J. r. GILMEK,

Colonel of Enffineers and Chief of Bureau.

Wak Depaktment, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., January 3, 1803.

General li. E. Lee :

SiE : I write to give you rather fuller information than the telegraph

readily allows of the various items of intelligence we have of the move-
ments of the enemy on the bay and in North Carolina, and of the sur-

mises they give rise to. For some days past from various sources,

lepresented as reliable but communicated at second hand and in rather

a vague form, I have been informed that there was a large fleet of traus-

])orts ill the bay, estimated by one as 100 in number, by another as being
fully as numerous as when McOlellan's army was being transported to

the Peninsula. As I did not know the informants, and the accounts, I

felt sure, must be exaggerated, I thought it prudent to give you notice,

but did not attach much weight to them. Last night, however, there
was handed me by Jlr. Jones, the delegate in the Virginia Assemblj'
from Gloucester, a letter from his brother, whom I knew well, giving
not only what he had collected but what had been reported by two of
General Wise's .scouts. That letter* 1 inclose. Its substantial accu-
racy may be, I think, relied on. I infer from it that there is some
decided movement in contemplation by the enemy. They may be
bringing down troops from Washington and Annapolis and carrying
others back, or they may be bringing troops from Burnside's army.
Mr. Dudley, the ])resident of the York Eiver Eailroad, has just called
to inform me that a man living in Matthews County, near New Point,
whom he believes ])erfectly reliable, reports more than 100—indeed,
than 200—vessels were seen by him a few days ago to come from toward
the mouth of the Potomac and proceed toward Old Point. 1 cannot
believe in any such number, especially as you are sure Burnside has
not sent off any considerable force, and that no large number of trans-
ports have proceeded down the Potomac. I have no information of any
considerable number now in the bay. I have also intelligence that
the forces at Suffolk were lately largely re-enforced, and that a force of
some 5,000 have i)receded them by Gatesville toward North Carolina.
1 learn that immediately after the return of tlie late Federal expedition
to New Berne General Foster proceeded to Old Point; then, after
a short delay, proceeded to Washington, and very soon returned and
set oft' at once for New Berne. We have, too, information from the
same person who gave very accurate information from New Berne of
the late foray of the enemy from there, that another expedition is being

* Not found.
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prepared there, to be aceompaiiied by a feint on Goldsborougli but
really intended for Wiliniugton. General Smith is fully possessed,
from all he lias learned, with the conviction of such design ; and General
French, witbont being so decided that Wilmington is to be aimed at,

shares the conviction that some serious blow in North Carolina is med-
itated. I think it very probable that on his late expedition Foster
obtained information that encouraged him to some serious operation,

and that he returned to Washington to urge and arrange' for it.

There is said to be between political parties in North Carolina at this

time much bitterness, and that no little disaffection to the Confederacy
exists, and that adverse military events just now in the State might
eventuate in very gra\e efforts to separate from the Confederacy and
arrange with the F'ederal Government. I cannot credit this danger,

but all accounts agree as to the existence of great discontent and com-
plaint of desertion by the Government. This renders more important
all means in our power to repel promptly any serious invasion. Under
this feeling 1 have telegraphed General Beauregard to render all aid in

his power to Wilmington. He has promised to do so, but thinks Golds-

borough or Weldon more apt to be aimed. at, and says in the present state

of transportation on the Wilmington and Weldou road he does not deem
it safe to send his troops farther than Wilmington. I have also allowed

General Smith almost to strip this city, leaving here only some 2,'500 or

li,70() men, of whom there are only 500 at Drewry's Blufl'. 1 have coun-

seled him instead of taking all the forces he is collecting (amounting to

10,000 or 12,000) to Goldsborough, as he intended, to have there only a

brigade and concentrate the residue eitlier at Weldon or Eocky Mount,

so lis to be ready to move readily either back toward Petersburg or on

toward Goldsborough and Wilmington, as the enemy may move. AVith

Beauregard's aid Wilmington could i-esist successfully, he (General

(Smitlif thinks, imtil he could arrive from Weldon. 1 think he will

pursue this course, but he laments much the paucity of his numbers and

wishes earnestly to be re-enforced. I feel no serious api)rebension about

liiis place, and yet. considering its importance, feel bound to guard against

the contingency of a surprise, lour gallant officers, Stuart and Hampton,

liave shamed the enemy into more enterprise, as shown by their recent

successful raid on the railroad at Bristol. A sudden dash of the forces

on the Peninsula or from Sufiblk might endanger us here. I should

therefore leel better satisfied if we had a poition of your force, say

some 5,000 or 10,000 men, here, or even as near as the Junction, whence,

by two roads they could be speeddy brought in case of need. Having

iiiformed you, however, fully, I trust the decision to your judgment, as

your command extends over the city and you are fully aware of the

iiecessity of watching over and defending it.

I ought not to conclude without adding that General Samuel Jones

has written to urge the return of a force to him equivalent to what he

sent here under my late orders. The number was about 2,500. He
would prefer other forces, as he thinks those sent by him would be more

useful at a greater distance from their homes. Tlie late spirit of enter-

prise manifested bv the Federals in the attack ontheraUroad has alarmed

him for exposed portions of Greenbrier and Monroe, which fertde coun-

ties will be almost indispensable to him in the spring. He thinks, too,

that there will be an earnest effort to obtain possession of all the coun-

ties embraced in the newly-admitted State of West Virginia. I fear

there is little prospect of returning his forces or their equivalent unless

you can feel safe to spare them, at least until after the result ot the

threatened movements in North Carolina.
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General Pemberton telegraphs to-day that the enemy at Vicksburg,
beiug repulsed iu several attacks on our positions, have apparently re-

linquished their enterprise and have re-embarked. No farther dispatch
from General Bragg.
With high consideration and esteem, most respectfully, yours,

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

ElCHMOND, Va., January 3, 1863.

General S. G. Feknoh,
Commanding, Peiershurg, Ya.:

Concentrate all your forces near Weldon and Eocky Mount ready to
move in any direction, except Colston's brigade and one regiment of

cavalry, which will be left to guard Petersburg and the Blackwater. I

expect General Beauregard will re-enforcc Wilmington, and that Gen-
eral Lee will place troops iu position to guard Richmond and Petersburg
from being taken during our absence. You had, I think, better take
WeldoTi or Eocky Mount for your headquarters at present. The cipher
telegram of yesterday directed you to move to Goldsborough. This has
been changed as above, pending certain information of actual move-
ments of the enemy. Please have the troops of Daniel's brigade whicli

were sent from hereto Petersburg last night forwarded to Goldsborough
as soon as possible. I am endeavoring to obtain additional troops from
General Lee's army for service in North Carolina, and will i)robably
know by to-night or tomorrow morning the result of my eflbrts, and I
shall thereupon return to North Carolina. Please write me fully by re-

turn of messenger.
Very respectfully and truly, yours,

G. W. SMITH,
Major-General.

Charleston, S. C, January 3, 18G3.

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Wilmington, JV. G. :

Here is Smith's telegram :

Geueral BeaurcRard has been requested by Secretary of AVar to assist you iu resist-
iug the threatened attack. I -will coucentrate as soon as possible.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED,
General, Commanding.

Charleston, S. C, January 3, 1863.

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Wilmington, N. C. :

Cannot translate all Smith's telegram, but it refers to following irom
Secretary of War

:

Enemy's intelligence indicates strongly iiis purpose to move with force (su]>poKed
30,000), probably on Wilmington, landing at New Berne or Moreliead City, marching
to Swansborough; thence along coast.

I must aid soon and far as can with safety, but I cannot do much
beyond leaving forces still with you, for railroads are too slow, not
knowing where enemy are going to strike.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED.
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Charleston, S. C, January 3, 1803.
Biig. Gen. H. W. Mekceu, Savannah, Ga.

:

llariisou's brigade will bo delayed for a time at Wiluiiugtou. Please
send to it eookiug utensils and change of clbtliing.

THOMAS J Oil])AN,
Chief of Staff.

Charleston, S. C, January 3, 1SG3.
S. Cooper,

Adjutant and Inspector General, Savannah, Ga.:
Five Wliitwortli 12-poimder guns Lave lately arrived at Wilmiugtoii.

Cannot two be sent liere and two to Savannah for Genesis Point? Tiiey
are much required to drive otf blockaders.

G. T. BEAUltEGARD.

EiCHMONU, Va.. Jannary 3, 1SC3.
General G. T. Beauregard,

Charleston, S. C. :

The guns have been already disposed of by the Secretary of War—one
retained at Wilmington, one sent to Charleston, one to Mobile, and one
to Vicksburg. The fifth belongs to the ISTavy Department.

S. COOPEIl,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
January 3, 1803.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of ^Yar

:

Sir : 1 replied by telegraph to your dispatches of the 1st and 2d, but
as the line does not seem to be in operation I think proper to write by
mail to-day. It is very important to ascertain the correctness of the in-

formation conveyed in your dispatches, and if transports are iti Hamp-
ton lioads their purpose and cargoes. It is customary at this season of

the year for coasters to take refuge in those waters from impending or

apprehended storms. I have myself counted over one hundred vessels

that had taken shelter there at one time. 1 can discover no indications

of any movement of General Burnside's army, and feel very confident

that the transports mentioned did not descend the Potomac, nor do I

think any considerable portion of General Burnside's army could have
been embarked without my knowledge. I have scouts on the right

and left flanks of the enemy, which extend to the Potomac, and re-

ceive information of all movements of importance. On the 31st ultimo

I dispatched General Stuart with a large detachment of cavalry to])en-

etrate tlie rear of the enemy, with a view of ascertaining his position

and purpose. He followed his line of communication from Dumfries to

the Little Eiver turnpike, passing between Fairfax Court-House and
Alexandria, returning through Aldie and Warreuton. He reports all

quiet and could learn nothing of any i^rojected operation. In addition

to obtaining information my_ object was to create anxiety. for his com-

muuications and cause him, "if possible, to discover his intentions. He
threw out large bodies of troops in the direction of -the Orange and

52 E K—VOL XVIII
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Alexandria Jiailroad, which they readied aud tore up a])ortioii of. The
destruction of tlie road might Lave been canned by luy having the bridge

at Kappahannock Station reconstructed and a train of cars sent to War-
renton Junction during General Stuart's ex])edition. General Stuart

captured over 'M) prisoners, destroyed several wagons, cavalry camps,

&c., and caused the destruction by the enemy of several depots of pro-

visions on the routes.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
i;. E. LEE,

General.

v. S.—All the detacliULeuts of the enemy toward the railroad have

returned within their lines.

[January ;;, ISCj.—For Gist's report of movements to re-enforce

Wilmington in December, ISOU, see Series I, Vol. XIV, p. HI.]

IlEADQUAUTEKa ARMY OF NoirrHlCEN VIRGINIA,
Canij} near Fredcriclshur;/, Va., January 4, 1803.

Maj. Gen. Gt'stavus W. Smith,
Commanding, Richmond, Ya.:

General: Your letter of the 1st instant has been received. As
you seem to be (certain that the eiiem.\ are re-enforcing Suffolk and
passing troops from that ])oint to New Lerne I would recommend that
y<iu collect a force at Goklsborough and within sujiporting distance of

it ade(|uate to oppose them. I do not think that the enemy can bring
into the field in that region at present a large or stable force—their
troops must be new and not very reliable—nor have they any officer

there that I am aware of in whom mm^h confidence is reposed by his

Government. It is as impossible for him to have a large operating
army at every assailable point in our territory as it is for us to kee])
one to defend it. ^\'e must mo\'e <uir troops from point to point as re-

quired, and by close observation and ;H;curate informatioTi the true
point of attack can generally be ascertained. I nuiy be mistaken, but
[ have thought that the tr(io))s at your disposal would be sufficient to
drive back the tlireatened incursions of the eneniy south of James lliver
until he is re-enforced from some of his armies now iu the field. Gen-
eral Unrnside has all his army between Eiedericksbnrg and Acpiia
Greek, with the addition of Sigel's cor])s. His own headquarters are
near Brooke's Station, nor is there any indication of an embarkation or
retrograde movement or going into winter (juarteis. 1 think it danger-
ous to diminish this army until something can be ascertained of the in-
tentions of that opposed to it, and J hope you will be able by judicious
arrangement and concentration of the troops under your command to
]>rotect the frontier line of Nrirtli Garolina. Partial encroachments of
the enemy we must expect, but they can always be recovered, and any
defeat of their large army will reinstate everytliing. From information
received from the Secretary of War 1 yesterday put Itansom's division
*n motion to Hanover Junction, and will continue him to liichmond
unless I receive other information. You will find it necessary iu liorth
Garoliua to dispose your troops so that they can march to tho points
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ie(]iiiied iusUv'id of trustiiif? to the railroads, otherwise it will be iixipos-

sible to collect your troo])s as speedily as necessary. The railroads
must be reserved for trausporting uiuiiitious of war. I would recom-
liieiid that you take the field in person and cudeavor to get out troops
from the State of North Carolina for her defense. Wilmington should
be defended at all hazar-ds.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

U. E. LEE,
General.

Headquaeteus Army of Northehn Viugjnia,
January 5, 1863.

Hon. Secretary of War, Bichmond, Va. :

Sir : I have to thank you for your loug ex]»lanatory letter of the 3d
instant in relation to operations in North Carolina. Owing to the posi-

tion of the enemy, the features of the country, and the strength of
our array in that State we can only at present expect to act upon the
defeusive. I hope we shall be able to obtain troops for that purjjose.

I have relied much on tlie trooi)S ofthat State turning out for its defense,

and have heretofore found that they have cheerfully and promptly done
so when necessity required. If you think any benefit will be derived

by sending an ofiiicer to lialeigh to inspirit or encourage tLie people 1

will detach from this army MaJ. Gen. D. H. Hill, a Jiative of North
Carolina, and a most valuable officer, for the purpose. By co-operating

with the Governor aud State authorities great advantage might be

gained. At this distance I do not see how offensive operations could be
undertaken with advantage, as the most we could hope for would be to

drive the enemy to his gunboats, where he would be safe. The assign-

ment therefore of any of our active forces to North Carolina would be

to withdraw them from the held of operations, where, as far as I can

yet discover, they may be much needed. General Burnside's army is

increasing rather than diminishing. The troops from in front of Wash-
ington and the Upper Potomac that have not made a junction with him
have been moved down toward Stafford. General Slocum's division is

at Occoquan and Dumfries. General Sigel's corps is at Stafford Court-

Konse. General Milroy has moved down as far as Martinsburg. From
the letter of Mr. Jones,' which you sent me, it Jeems that re-enforce-

ments from Yorktowu and Gloucester are being forwarded to him. I

liave not, however, yet lieard of their arrival. It is very clear that

(ieneial Burnside will not advance toward Bichmond unless he is re-

enforced. If he determines to go into winter quarters I think it proba-

ble that a part of his force may be sent south of James Kiver ; but if

he does not he must be strengthened rather than weakened. Before

the battle of the 13th I think his force could not have beeii less than

1 1'0,()00 . men ; it jnay have been more. Since then Generals Sigel's,

Slocum's, and Geary's forces have joined him. Taking the lowest num-

bei-, his force is double that of this army, You can judge then of the

propjictv of weakening it if it is to keep the field. I have always be-

lieved tliat General Foster's force has been much overrated. The re-

ports from citizens, however intelligent and honest, cannot be relied on.

Had General Foster received all the re-enforcements that have been

reported since this army recrossed the Potomac ho ought to have the

lar'-'-est Federal army now in the field. 1 am not certain that he will

attempt any expeditions except those of a predatory character. I tbmk
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lie will ratlier be deterred than encouraged by tbe result of bis late

expedition, esi)eciall.y wben be considers tbe probability of re-euforce-

inents beiii^ sent to Nortb Carolina. It is as natural that be sbould be
jircpariiig lor defense as offense. It is i>ro])er, bowever, tliat we sbonld

be jjrepared, and we ougbt to concentrate tberc as large a force as pos-

sible, and to be successful in our operations our olQcers must be bold

and energetic. Information sbould be obtained by onr own scouts

—

men accustomed to see tbiugs as tbey are aud not liable to excitement

or exaggeration.
After receiving your dispatch of the 2d instant I pu^t General Itan-

soni's division in march for Ilicbmond on tbe morning of the 3d. He
has orders to report to General Smith. I hope it may not be necessary

to advance him beyond Drewry's Eluff. I think it very hazardous to

divide this army. 'Much labor has been expended in its organization.

It is now in excellent condition, jihysically and morally, and I wish to

maintain it so if ]iossible. If I get further i)itelligeuce to-day rendering
it advisable I will place another division near Ilanover Junction, but
until 1 can learn something definite of General Eurnside's intentions I

do not think it advisable to send it fixrther. I think it very certain that
(jcneral Eurnside's whole army is between this place and the Potomac,
and that as yet be has made no movement to put it into winter quarters
or to transfer it elsewhere. The glorious victorj' obtained by General
Eragg will, I think, produce a pause in the military operations of the
Federal Army (ivery where. Xew orgaiiizations and n<sw combinations
will have to be made before much of importance can be attempted. In
the mean time we sbould prosecute onr preparations with the greatest
energy and vigoi'.

1 have the hoTior to be, with great resi>ect, your obedient servant,

E. E. LEE,
General.

IlKADQUAIlTEUy,
Wilmington, M'. C, January 5, 1SG3.

Flag-Offlcer Lynch.
Commandin/j V. S. Navy :

Commodoue: 1 have received your note of yesterday, jilaeing the
naval forces under your command at my disposal'for the defense of this
]>!ace and requestiiig information as to their disposition. I am much
obliged. Regarding tbe security of the gunboats as of the tirst impor-
tance, and indeed, in ease of disaster here the most etticient, if not the
only, means of reprisal upon tbe enemy to regain the place, I do not
think their safety should be risked. Li the event of a formidable at-
tack they should be carried out of the way up the (Ja])e Fear Eiver.
For further security I have caused batteries at three i)oints on the river
to be located, and the guns and crew of the Arctic should bo<lisposcd
to occupy and hold these batteries against any attempt by the enemy's
boats to ascend the river. This is obvious to ine as the proper arrange-
ment under the circumstances, and indeed those guns are nearly all
that I have to depend upon for this iiDportant service. I will in addi-
tion if ])ossible assign a small Whitworth gun to vour command.

Very respectfully,

W. n. C. WHITING,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
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IIeadquaeters,
,.

, T A T.
Wilviington, N. C, January 5, 1863.

Col. John A. Baker, '

Comdg. Forty-first [North Carolina Troopa or Third] Cavalry
Colonel: Colonel Stevens, commauding Twenty-fourth South Caro-

nia Le-inicnt, with Preston's battery of four pieces, has been directed
to ocenpy the vicinity of Island Creek, on the Holly Shelter road, in
advanc.., of Northeast Eridse, as outpost there. Ucis erecting works
ot detenso at that point. In like manner, on the plank road at Sud-
Dorr.VN about 1( miles from here, an outpost has been established, to
^^lMcll Co onel narnson, commanding Third Brigade, has been ordered

^V Iv ?'"• '^"*'"'^^- '^^ ^^'*^ advance of the enemy in force for the attack
ol \\ Minington you will endeavor t6 ascertain the route he takes with
his mam column. A part of your cavalry should fall back on the Holly
blie tvr road and report to Colonel Stevens, and a portion on the plank
road, reporting to Colonel Harrison. The division of your command
and the route you yourself take will of course depend on the circum-
stances of the enemy's approach, arid is left to you. The enemy's ad-
vance should be delayed by every means in your power. The Magnolia
couriers and troops most advanced in that direction might annoy their
rear, retreating, if compelled, by the west side of the Northeast Branch
and lojoining the command by the ferry in rear of Colonel Stevens.
Colonel Harrison being in the vicinity of Captain Newkirk's camp, that
officer will for the present report to the colonel for special orders, con-
tinuing of course his routine reports to you.

Very respectfullj-,

W. 11. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

Charleston, S. C, January 5, 1803.

r.iig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Wilmington, JV. G. :

Send the Whitworth gun soon as possible. Carriage may be made
here.

G. T. BEAUKEGAIID.

State oe North Carolina, ExecutIve Department,
Raleigh, N. C, January 5, 18(;3.

Hon. Ja?,iks a. Seddon,
tSccrctary of War

:

Sir: 1 beg to trouble you in regard to a matter of great importance
to the army—the increase of desertion. In most of the midland and low-
land counties of this State I shall be able to make arrests and ])revent

serious (;oinbiiiations of them by means of the local militia, with the
occasional assistance of the regiment of conscrii)ts at this place; but in

1 he mountains of the west the case is different. The enforcement of the
conscript law in East Tennessee has fdled themonntnins wilh disaffected

des])era(loes of the worst character, who, joining with the deserters from
our army, jbrm very formidable bands of outlaws, who hide in the fast-

nesses, waylay the ])asses, I'ob, steal, and destroy at pleasure. The evil

has become so great that travel has been almost suspended through the
mountains. The militia has become too feeble to resist them, as that
section has turned out its proportion for the war with the greatest patri-
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otism and unanimity. I propose to organize about 200 men, put them
under tlio command of experienced officers, arm and equip them at State

expense, if the President will accejit them into Confederate service and
]iay them only when actually engaged. I hojie the Department will ac-

cede to the proposition. The impunity whicli tbe deserters enjoy and
the contagion of their example is operating most ruinously upon the

efficiency "of the army, to say nothing of the injury to property and citi-

zens of that section. I am now maturing a vigilant system of general

police for the whole State for the prompt arrest of deserters and con-

scripts, which my adjutant-general will submit for your ai)proval soon

and perhaps askyour assistance. I also intend to urge upon our Legis-

lature, soon to reassemble, the passage of a law disfranchising all who
illegally avoid their duty in the public defense.

i am, sir, very respectfully, A'our obedient servant,

Z. 1!. VANCE.

Charleston, S. ij.,Jam<ari/ <>, 18G3.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Ya.

:

I liave one brigade and three batteries in Wilmington ; liave ordered
one brigade from Savannah here and transportation ready to Wilming-
ton, but it is dangerous to weaken forces liere too much, considering
difficulty of getting back in case of sudden attack by tlie enemy. I

think General Evans must overestimate latter.

G. T. BEATTKEGAin).

Chahleston, S. C, Janvarii 0, ISfio.

Brig. Gen. W. 11. C. WnixiNG,
Wilmington, X. G.

:

Keported force at New Berne must be greatly exaggerated . No trooi)s
appear to have left the Chesapeake lately for that point. Will prepare
for rapid transportation of all troops lean possibly spare in plain emer-
gencv but fear slowness of railroad.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

liiCHMOND, Va., January G, 1SC;>.

Governor Vance :

Could you not give aid against the invasion of your State by calling
out the militia which would embrace the exempts as well as those over
forty-hve "? We are straining to send force to you.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Weldon, N. C, January 0, ISCrS.

Hon. Secretaky of Wak :

General Evans reports Generals Peck, Davis, and Naglee at New Berne
with 50,000 men; says one column will move on Wilmington, the other
on Kiuston and this place. They liave no tents; are supplied with
liard bread and beef-cattle from Yorktown. 1 have also information
from the Chowan. Yesterday there was a large force in Gates County
reported e» »-OMte for New Berne; thirteen gunboats and transports in
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the GLowaii, apparently to take them to New Beruei We have between
here aud T\ ilmingtou only about 32,000 available men: it must be
doubled. Can you send us immediately 15,000 more men ? I will write
you m detail by this evening's mail. This has been shown to Maior-
General Smith. -'

S. G. FEENCH.
[Indorsement.]

Eead and returned to the Secretary of War. Have you asked Gov-
ernor Vance to furnish militia"? What of The troops to come from
\\ estern Virginia"?

J. D.

^ Weldon, N. C, January C, 18C3.
Hon. Jajies A. Seddon,

Secretary of ^Var, Biclimond, Va. :

SiE
:
Immediately after the fall of New Berne I was ordered to the

District of the Cape Fear and the defenses of Wilmington, which city I
fortified by a. vast amount of labor; thence in July I was called to Pe-
tersburg in command of the Department ofNorth Carolina. Petersburg
then had no works of defense except a trifling work on the Appomattox.
This left me a line to defend from Drewry's Bluff to South Carolina,
with the enemy occupying an inland frontier line from the James Iliver
to Beaufort, N. C. My force then was scarcely adequate to the task,
when, on the last of August, I was summoned to Itichmoud by your
predecessor, and cheerfully—to strengthen the Army of the Potomac-
reduced the force to about ten regiments, and some of them very small
ones. With this small force the Blackwater has been successfully de-
fended against three attempts by the enemy with large force to cross
it, and Foster's advance on the Itoauoke and their various gunboat ex-
cursions have been defeated, and lastly, without a soldier sent from
Richmond to Goldsborough being brought into action, General Foster
was again obliged to retire to New Berne. But to meet Foster, in the first

instance I took all the infantry force from Wilmington and all but a city
guard from Petersburg; in the latter instance General Smith did the
same, to the virtual abandonment of those cities by the forces of this
department. Now, again, there is but one available regiment in Peters-
burg, and the force on the Blackwater is very much reduced, and we
cannot bring over 12,000 effective for the defense of the line between here
and Goldsborough. During all this time the enemy have been steadily
increasing their forces, until now I believe they have at least 40,000
men in New Berne, supported by an undue proportion of artillery and a
large Heet of gunboats. They also have about 5,000 infantry in Suflblk.

As we must act on the defensive, it will not be ])ossible with our means
of transportation on the railroad to concentrate theui in front of the
enemy should he advance even on one line ere he reaches tiie railroad,

much less should he divide <aiid threaten Wilmington and Weldon. I

mention all this to give you a brief account of the progress of the opera-

tions in North Carolina and to show you how it constantly causes the

change of troops. Now, every infantry soldier and ofliccr who have
built up the defenses of I^etersburg and the Blackwater and are familiar

with the topography of the country are gone. This is a military error,

in niy oi)inion; but it could not have been avoided, yet it may l)e reme-

<lied. ]iut my object chiefly is to inform you of the condition of affairs
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on the line and to a^ for re-enforcements. As I have stated, there are
at least 40,000 men in New Berne, say 5,000 in Suifolk, and small forces
in other towns. "VVe have but about 12,000 men and other 2,000 on the
Dlackwater to meet them. Would it not be better to send the timely
aid of at least from 12,000 to 15,000 men ? Should the fortunes of war
be averse to us it will require double that number to restore our lino

where it now is. Therefore it is and because 1 have labored assidu-
ously to maintain the line so long from the James to Wilmington, that
now tliat it is imperiled I ask timely aid, whicli I trust you may be able
to send. I mentioned to General Smith I should write you, and as our
views of the necessity for aid are the same, he approved my doing so.

The State of North Carolina is in danger. I inclose you some communi-
cations just received.

I have the honor to be, yours, most respectfullv,

S. G. FRENCH,
Major-General, Gomdf/. Department of North Carolina.

[Inclosnro No. 1.]

Near Barfield, N. C, January 5, 18C3.
Col. [D. D.] Feeebee:

Sir: There are 12,000 Yankee troops in the counties of Gates and
Chowan on their way to re-enforce General Foster at New Berne.
Thirteen gunboats and transports made their apjiearance at Colerain,
in Bertie County, this morning. It is thought that they are going to
take on the 12,000 Yankee troops at. Holly Wharf, or Dillard's farm.
Others think they are gone by the way of the new canal down to Ply-
mouth and from there to New Berne. There is no doubt in the world
of their going to New Berne. I have seen several gentlemen who have
seen them, and they all agree that New Berne is certainly their destina-
tion. There are a good many desertions from their army, and they all
say that they are going to re-enforce New Berne.

D. W. LEWIS,
Lieutenant, Comdg. Ficliets on the Choican liiver.

[Indorsement.]

Weldon, N. C, January 7, 1SG3.
I respectfully forward this note, but I have some doubts about the

correctness of the information.

S. G. FEENCH,
Major- General.

[Inclosare No. 2.]

KiNSTON, N. C, January C, 1SC3.
Maj. Gen. S. G. French:
Captain Whitford reports fifty steamers at New Berne; about 50.000

troops; Generals Naglee, Peck, and Davis. Naglee, he supposes, will
march on Wilmington, while Foster will attack this place aTul Weldon.
Naglee's division is 15,000 strong. The prisoners state that the troops
Ijave no tents. Hard bread and beef cattle all brought from Yorktown.
The enemy says that he will destroy the railroad between Weldon and
Wilmiiigton to prevent re-enforcements reaching Wilmington.

N. G. EVANS,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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Feedericksbuug, January C, 1803.
Hon. James A. Seddon:

Eausom should be iu Eichmoud to-nigbt. Advance him, if iiecL'ssarv,
troops from Richmond, Petersburg, &c.
Let me know what is done and wliat more is wanted.
I do not believe the force at New Tierne is as large as rcimrted.

v.. E. LEI'].

Headquarters,
Wilmington, January 7, 1803.

General Beauregard, Charleston:

Your dispatch received. Special messenger from G. W. [Smith] just
arrived. G. W. writes General Lee says Wilmington must be defended
at all hazards. Enemy are concentrating very heavily at Xew Eeriie.
Don't you think movements of your troops ought to begin! ]t will
make great difl'erence in my maneuvers if tliey arc here in time.

W. n. C. WHITING.

Charleston, S. C, January 7, 1SC3.

Erig. (ien. W. H. 0. Whiting, Wilminqton, N. C
:\raj. (.ien. Gustavus W. Smith, Goldsboroiujh, N. C.

:

I cannot read telegram. I send by mail a new copy of cipher. I
may be able to send 5,000 in all to Wilmington, provided rapid trans-
|)ortati(>n can be had. If enemy divide his forces we must concentrate
on one point, sacrificing less important one, and then defeat him cvery-
whex' in succession.

G. T. EEAUEEGAED.

Engineer Eureau,
Richmond, January 7, 1803.

Oapt. E. T. D. Myers,
Chief Engineer Piedmont Railroad, Dajiville, Va.:

Gaptain : Inclosed is sent authority from the Secretary of War re-

cently granted for you to take possession of 50 jier cent, of the unlaid
iron belonging to the Western North Carolina Eailroad, the Italeigh

and Gaston Eailroad, the Atlantic and North Carolina Eailroad, and
the Virginia Central Eailroad; also authority to take possession of all

the iron in the Clarksville and Keysville road, the I'ort Walthall )oad,

an<l the York Eiver road beyond the Eamnidccy.
I ])resume, cai)tain, it is unnecessary to nrgeui)on ,^"ou the impoitance

of appointing j)romi)tly energetic agents to secure this iron without
delay. The enemy seem to be systematically threatening onr great
lines of communication, and your link may iu consequence become one
of vital cousequeuec.

Very respectfullv,

J. F. GILMEE,
Colonel of Engineers and, Chief of Jhirea.u.
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Headquarters,
Weldon, N. G., January 7, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
/Secretary of War :

Sir : I have the honor to inclose you a copy of a letter recently re-

ceived from Maj. Gen. J. G-. Foster, U. S. Army; also a copy of a letter

from Edward Stanly addressed to General Foster, and a copy of my
reply to bim.* As I may expect an answer from General Foster I

should be pleased to know in advance if these negroes will be returned

to their owners provided this Government will return those they have

abducted. I have received several letters and have written Mm sev-

eral touching the outrages that have been committed by his troops.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. G. FEENGH,
Major- Gen era I, Gommanding.

I hope my letter will meet your approval.

Adjutant and Inspkctor General's Office,
Richmond, Va., January 8, 18C3.

General G. T. Beauregard,
Charleston^ S. G. :

Throw into Wilmington the number sent before, say, as we suj)pose,

5,000 men in all. Beyond that exercise your own judgment iu contin-

gencies. The Secretary has telegraphed to urge tlie additional trans-

portation you desired in yonr late dispatch.

S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

Charleston, S. C, January 8, 18G3.

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Wilmington, N. G.

:

I- will send you same amount of troops as before. First regiment will

leave to-morrow morning ; then rapidly as possible.

G. T. ]5EAUHEGAEJ3.

Charleston, S. C, January 8, 1863.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inftpector General, Riclimond, Va.:

Will send same number of troops to Wilmington as supposed by De-
l)artment. First regiments will leave to-morrow morning ; others rapidly
as possible.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

* Sec Foster to Frencli, December 31, 1862, p. 497, and French's reply of January
6, 1863, p. 505.
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War Depabtjient, G. S. A.,
Richmond^ Fa., January 8, 1803.

llis Excellency Zebulon B. Vance,
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, JSf. G.

:

Sib : 1 have tlie liouor to inclose the copy of a letter addressed to tlie

Governor of Yirginia, wliicli -will indicate to you the measures wliicli
have been agreed upon between His Excellency and the Department to
meet the existing emergency. May I not suggest to Your Excellency the
importance of similar action in North Carolina to aid in repelling the
threatened movement of the enemy upon the railroad connections of
your State ?

AVith liigh consideration, your obedient servant.
J. A. SEDDON,

Secretary of War.
[iDcloaure.]

War Department, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., January 7, 1SG3.

His Excellency John Letcher,
Governor of Yirf/inia

:

Sir : In view of the menacing movements of the enemy in North Car-
olina with the intent of striking at tlie railroad connections in that State,
and perhaps of invading Yirginia, I am instructed by the President re-

spectfully to suggest to your consideration the i)ropricty of calling out
the militia in all the counties near to the North ('arolina line, in jjrepa-

ration to aid in repelling any such enterprise. The call miglit be limited
to those of the exempted classes and those above the age of forty at the
same time. This Department will call on all subject to the conscript
law in such counties to come forward and report at suitable places of
rendezvous. Thus the whole arms-bearing population mny be promptly
commanded for temporary emergency.
With bigh consideration and esteem, most respectfully, yours,

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, N. C, January 8, 1803.

[General G. T. Beauregard :]

My Dear General : I send you an incomplete sketch, which you
can have copied and returned. It will help you to some idea of my
position. I also send G. W. Smith's note, received last night. These
will be handed you by Mr. Hazell, of my headquarters, a young gentle-

man from South Carolina, who has already borne a brave part in eleven

battles. I think General Lee's remark somewhat funny. To turn to

the map. We should consider, in attacking AVilmington, the enemy hav-

ing his base in New Berne and Beaufort he may make his choice of two
modes of attack—one to send on his ironclads in advance and attempt,

by the reduction of the forts, to clear the way for his transports into

the lower harbor, whence he could advance upon the city both bj' fleet

and land ; the other to march either from Swansborough or Topsail In-

let, take the forts and river batteries in reverse, and attemi)tthe town,

with the fall of which that of the forts would ensue. The latter course

is not probable. To Swansborough he can come either overland from

New Berne or by railroad to Beaufort, and then overland or by water
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from Beaufort through the Sounds in lisht-drausht steamers. He wouhl
probably use all these. If he came to Toi)sail [Tulct] he would be com-
l)elled to have a sea-going fleet of transports, and until or unless he
were sure of his harbor he would scarcely attempt that. Suppose him
on the advance and on the line of New lliver, distant by the road be-

tween 40 and 50 miles from the city. There are two roads, one called
the riolly Shelter road, which follows the Northeast Eranch of the
Cape Fear, and the other the Sound or Plank road near tlie coast.

These fork a short distance from Onslow, which is 50 miles irom here
and separated by the great LTolly Shelter Swainj). There is no com-
munication between them until within 15 miles ot the city. Jilxcept for

cavalry and for the purpose of destroying the Northeast Itailroad IJridge

I do not think he will use Holly Shelter road in force. Evei'v consid-

eration would keep him to the coast. Communication all along with
his gunboats, supplies, &c., would all influence him, together with the
fact that he would have no bridges and rains would not hurt the sandy
road. But it is of the first imiiortance that I should be able to check him
on this road at a distance of one day's march, say, from the city (1 would
not put it farther on account of my own troops, supplies, &c.), and be-

cause I should be enabled to hold the Northeast Bridge to delay his

advance until I could be supplied with re-enforcements suflicicnt to en-
able me to prevent him from attacking the town and Fort Fisher and
river batteries in the rear at the same time, which ho would assuredly
do were I comj)elled from i>aucity of force to fall back at once upon
my intrenchments. The longer he can be kei)t off the juons uncertain
he is as to our weakness, and time is given to G. W. [Smith] to effect

with his troops a heavy diversion in my favor, either by crossing or
heading the Northeast Branch of Cape Fear (sec map—there is a bridge
over Cape Fear near Bannerman and South Washington) ; or, suppos-
ing me to have saved the Northeast Bridge, to throw his force in the
city and, combined, attack instead of defending. If Foster presses on
to the close neighborhood of town, my troops being within the outer
line, he with his force can keep us in (if, indeed,' with my present num-
bers we can keep him out) while he at his leisure by tlie Old Brunswick-
road (see sketch) takes Fort Fisher and the river batteries in reverse.

It is this difficulty which makes so necessary the presence of amovable
column to maneuver in defense of Wilmington, especially against a
land attack, and to force the enemy to a choice in his operations—one
iir the other. The immediate vicinity presents no strong features and
no obstacles—open, piney woods, where numbers must tell. The extent
of the outer line of intrenchments, which, by the way, are not formid-
able in peojile, is too great entirely for the troops I have here now. We
are usiug such tin^e as will be allowed us to strengthen the outpost posi-
tions. I have Stevens at the Northeast Bridge and Island Creek with
two batteries and Harrison on the plank road about IG miles from the
city with two batteries. At the latter point, had Gist his troops here,
we n)ight trouble the enemy greatly. I send you these maps.

Please have a tracing made of the country Ij'ing between the Trent,
tlie Wilmington and Weldon Eailroad, and the Cape Fear, and send
back as soon as possibk'. Gist says you have no map. You will see
what a terrible effect the taking of Wilmington Avill have on Charleston
and your whole department by examining this map ; also that if beaten
the relics of my force, if any escape, will have a very troublesome route.

If satisfied that the enemy are ap])roaching me with a very heavy force

])erhai)s 1 may have to see you in ])erson to work out the ju^oblem
whether Fostei', with 30,000 or -10,000 Yankees, is ecpial to three old en-
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Sinecrs, witli 7,000 or 8,000 SoutLrons. I auj very imicli obliged for
Gist. Jle is cool, sensible, and brave. Do not forget to send back
that map. I cannot spare it. You luiglit in a sJiort time Iiavc the
State east of Wilmington and Weldoii Eailroad traced olf. You will
perceive some notes on the sketclj in pencil. Tlic IJrunswick IMver lias

been strangely neglected heretofore. Only a few rows of piles have
been placed to obstruct it. I have for the purpose neither material nor
machinery. Have erected as many batteries as J had giiiis to si)are,
and shall put a number of Itains' torpedoes down. What they will do
I do not know. The town can be approached, sujjposing the enemy in

l)ossession of the lower river and batteries, by the way of lirnuswick
i{i\er, cutting the railroad bridge of the Mancliester Itailroad without
crossing under lire. This was a great oversight during the i)ast yoni:
You will observe the pencil-marked position of Eort Saint Philip. The
jiositiou is good and the work pretty well made, but the guns are too
light, isiid what is worse are uubanded—those that are rifled. It forms
tiJc left of a line of works put up to command the Smithville and Wil-
mington road. (See map.) These works force the enemy, uidess he
could carry them around Green Swamp, lint he would never take
that side of the river, and I do not attach umch importance to them.
I have mentioue<l the injportance I attach to have suilicient force to

compel the enemy to make his choice between Fort Fisher and the
town ; that is, the one or the other, not both at once. Or to exiMain

:

I ought to liave a force the presence of which at Wilmington would
compel an attacking enemy to reduce the town by itself lirst, not hav-

ing it in his power to sit down before the town and at the same time be
able to move on Fort Fisher and thus make an easy entrance for his

fleet. You will see on consulting the sketch that the presence of a
maneuverin.s force resting on Wilmington would make a march to

Confederate Point or a division of the enemy's forces hazardous. The
absence of such a force puts everything in his i)ower. If forced from
paucity of men simply to man my lines why, of course, the whole vicinity

east of the town is open to him, and he can send at his leisure and take

the river batteries.

I would like to have a talk with you. i\rii])s and hurriedly-written

letters j;ive so little idea as compaied with sight and hearing. The
vellow fever has been a terrible obstacle to the works about this jilace.

On my arrival here six weeks ago everything had been at a stand-still

for a iong time and almost all had to be reorganized. Fort Caswell,

being a fort of the old United States, seems to have been considered

tjnished and perfect (probably out of regard for General Totteu), and

was not strengthened. I am building iron casemates as fixst as 1 can.

A battery whuili I put up eighteen months ago to command the bar was

taken down, I believe, for fear it might be taken and used in the fort.

It is a hard place to defend, this, and a hard position. I hope you

will not tljiid; me importunate. I have demonstrated over and over

asrain to the War Department the importance of the place to tlie whole

country, the war, to liichmond, and to Charleston ;
shown liow it affects

the blockade for it is the easiest place on the coast for the runners and

hardest for the enemy—and asked for wliat I thought necessary. 1 do

not complain. I suppose they could not aid mo or they would have

done it. Since you and [General] G. W. [Smith] have come to my assist-

ance I feel much better. The gunboats are not near completion. They

would be invaluable, if ready. The fever again stopped them or they

would now be ready. As they are they increase my embarrassments, for

I Lave to provide for sending them up the river in case of disaster and
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protect them alter tUey are moved. If they were only ready, one at
Fort Fisher and one at [Fort] Caswell, then let them come. One is

launched and has her wooden shield on, the other on the ways. I haye
steamers ready to tow them up the river, and have already constructed
batteries on the high bluff of the Caiie Fear below the point to which
the gunboats can go. Can you send over an engineer officer whose
judgment could bo relied on for throwing u]> temporary Held works and
obstructions ? I have just received your telegrams relative to strategic

matters. I do not think Raleigh enters into the matter for the present,
nor do I regard either of them in the light of cities ; that is to say, so

much property. The CTiemy having already possession of Tybec and
Pulaski, 1 cannot regard Savannah as of any strategic im])ortance. It

is a place, to be sure, and one which we hoije to hold ; but it is au'ex-

Ireuiity, not an arteiy. To me it aitpears plain that for tlie winter the
main oi)erations of the enemy will take place in North Carolina, whether
tUeir object be Pdchmond or Charleston. The enemy will not divide his

attack on all three of the places you suggest ; he will take one or the
other. If he goes toward Weldon and Petersburg it is plain that Fos-
ter's large concentration is to cooperate with IJurnside, and Itichniond
is the point, it here, it is a sei>arate invasion, tliough collaterally affect-

ing liichmoud and Charleston, and the Carolinas are the object. I have
always been of the opinion that Wihnington would be attacked before
(Jlmrlestun, if the enemy have any sense. If it is saved, Charleston
will not be troubled ; if it falls, Charleston will not be long in following,
fliough locally it might hold out for a time. Look at tJie map. It is

lor you to decide whether youAvill risk your troojis, as also the relative
value of different points. 1 have no more time just at this present,
but ;im, truly, vours,

[W. n. C.| WIUTING,
I

llrif/adicr- (Jlenera].]

[Iut;losuiO.]

COLDSBOKOUGII, ]S'. C, January 7, ]SG;5.

["Brig. CiC'n. W. II. C. Whiting :j

C.E^'EEAL : I returned last night. General Lee advises that we draw
troops from the State of North Carolina for her defense, and adds that
AVibiiiiigton must be defended at all hazards. I have just inquired of
you by telegraph, asking what number of Beauregard's troops you have
and in what contingency you will have to give them ui). I have here
Daniel's and Davis' brigades. Pettigrew is at Iiocky Mount ; French,
with a brigade, at Weldon. Pryor has four regiments on the Black-
water, and Bansom, with two brigades, arrived in Bichmond last night.
The eneuiy are concentrating at New Berne, and there is a force (rc-

]iorted IL',000) in Gates County threatening Weldon, or ready to be
transported by water to New I>erne or other points. I still have hoi)es
that we will receive additional troops from General Lee's army, but if
they are not faster they will be too late. If Beauregard can' furnish
you with troops enough to hold them at bay long enough for us to come
to your relief, all will bo well. If he cannot 1 will, if possible, send
enough to enable you to hold on until more troops can be brought from
above. Write me fully.

^'ery truly, your friend,

G. W. SiVLlTH,
Major-Genercd,
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War Department, 0. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., January 8, l.SO;].

Hi.s Excolleucy Zebulon B. Vance,
Governor of Korth Carolina:

Sir: I seud you lierewitli au extract from a letter of General llobert
E. Lee, just received.* It explained hi.s views in relation to tlie threat-
ened movements of the enemy ou your State and his inability to sn])ply
the re-euforcemeuts which would be desirable for your dcsfense. You
will observe that he, like myself, relies, in the existing deficiency of
regular troops, ou the patriotism and valor of the citizens of your State,
and seeks to know whether the presence of oue of his most di.stinguished
generals (General D. H. Hill of your State) might not prove advanta-
geous in rousing aud stimulatiug the people and in couuseliug and co-
operating with the State authorities. On this subject I wish to defer to
your judgment and wishes, of which I should be pleased to be advised.
Before receiving this letter from General Lee I had takeu the liberty
respectfully to suggest for your consideration a call I liad made on the
Governor of Virginia for the aid of the militia, and to request, if it met
your approbation, that a similar call should be made in North Carolina
by the State on its militia, aud by the Confederate Government on the
conscripts. By such means I hope adequate aid may be obtained to
repel the threatened invasion of your State.

"With high respect and esteem, very truly, yours,

J. A. SEDDON,
ISecretary of War.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, V. C, January 9, 1SC3.

Colonel Harrison, Commanding Brigade

:

Colonel: Having secured your immediate positiou on the road and
cleared away the brush in front of the works, i)roceed to the full extent
of yo«r implements and force to the construction of obstacles and de-

fensive works to the right of your position, at all points where the enemy
might endeavor to turn your right, just as if you were to have 5,000 men
instead of only your present command. For one species of obstacles I

would recommend parties of ax-meu, uuder intelligent oflicers, to follow

the course of the little miry runs on the low ground to the left and
right of the old field, to fell trees and make a difficult abatis on this side

of the crests or rises on this side—a continuous line of log breastworks

for skirmishers and riflemen ; clear out brush and undergrowth in the

field of fire on the opposite side, aud fell trees in line and at random to

tlirow opposing movements into confusion, taking caio to have our own
side masked. Eor road cutters, i)ress the negro and salt-workers gener-

ally. ^Yith a little instruction and under superintendence of intelligent

otticcrs they will soon learn. As well as I recollect the little sketch here

is .something like the old field.t

I would here a little in advance of the road throw up two cremaillere

lines, selectiug the most commanding ground, one following somewhat

the direction a o toward the pond, the other that of c a, thrown well to

your lear. Ou the right of the pond, again, similar works might be

"made where sufQciently open country occurs. The cover also for the

batteries heretofore proposed for Sudberry's Crossing may also be cou-

;structed, together with infantry cover. I nuist leave a great deal to your

* S,pp Jyep tp gpfldon, January 5, p. 819, t Omitted as imimportaut,
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Jud^uaciit, not beiii*;' able to bo ou tlic j;;rotni<^ inysclC, and to that of

LieutC'uant Obeucliain. It is i^ossible that recouuaissauce iu i'roiit of

your position and a short distance beyond the road whicli leads from
the jtlank road to Holly Shelter may aftbrd a good site for a small out-

])ost or advanced work for pickets. All of the troops here with General
(list commenced leavini; Chariestou to-day ; so you will soon have your
lull command and be assured of able support. It behooves us there-

fore to work very hard and rapidly ; and although 1 did not at Urst glance

think very well'of that position, yet with some labor and a stroug sup-

porting force we shall be able materially to check, if not defeat, tb*;

enemy's advance. General Gist will visit your shortly.

Very respectfnllv,
W. U. 0. WHITING,

lirujadicr- Ucncru I, Command imj.

GoLDSBOEOUGil, January !), 1SG3.

Hoi). James A. Seddon, Seeretary of M^ar :

I returned this evening from Kaleigh, which phuie I \isited at the

solicitation of Governor Vance. I sent you telegram from there last

uigjjt, spying it was not advisable to call out the militia at this time,

and 1 will add that I do not think it ever will be advisable to do so. I

telegraphed at the same time that 1 pur])os(Ml ordering Itansoiirs divis-

ion into North Carolina. 1 w(mld have done this whilst at Richmond
had 1 felt at liberty to act in the case upon my own judgment, and will

do it from here at once as soon as a movement of the enemy iu force is

known, liut as my general views have been laid before the JJepartment
and General Lee, and the latter only detached Hansom's division for the
protection of llichmond and Petersburg, I refrain from ordering it far-

ther on mere anticipated action of the enemy ; but it is needcid here, and
many more troops will be required to put us on anything like equality
of numbers with the enemy.

(ieneral Beauregard has left two regiments and a battalion at Wil-
mington. This, in addition to Clingmau's brigade, which is about 2,000
effectives, makes (ieneral Whiting's force too small for maneuver far
from his interiorliue of intrenchments and nmterially lessens the chances
of his being effectively aided by a f(uce from here. General iJeauregard
rvidcntly considers it hazardous to place any Inrge number of his troops
in Wilmington when there is any prospect of the iron clads taking i)0s-
scssion of tlie Cape Fear. There is nuicli reason in this view of the case.

luoiu informatioji received from Eeaufort and New Berne it is not only
certain that the enemy is concentrating rapidly at New Berjie through
the Sound and by sea through Beaufort, but that had not their ])rincipa]
irou-i:lad vessel been lost and others injured they would in all proba-
bility ere this have inade a combined attack by land and sea upon Wil-
niiugton. 1 have no great confidence that eitluT Fort Caswell or Fort
Fisher (tan prevent the jiassage of heavy iron-clad steamers into the
river. If either of these forts are passed i>y such vessels both foris M'ill
fall. A storm at sea has deferred the time of attack. AVe have, I hope,
still time enough to get ready for them.
General I;ee's letter to nie, which 1 showed you the night before 1 left

Richmond, has almost deterred me from referring further to the subject
of re-enforcements from that end of the line; but I beg that you will
bear in ihind that it is far more easy to hold Wilmington than to retake
it. The same is true of other points in this State and true 'of the State
itself.
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1 send you with thiss copies of coniinuuications just received from Gen-
eral Whiting and General Beauregard. I may have to reenforce "Wil-
mington from here. I have one brigade at Kinstou, about 1,200 ; two
here, one of 1,300, the other about 3,000. Kansom's two brigades should
have been sent at once and should be rapidly ibllowing. Please let me
know as soon as possible whether General Lee can look after Eichmond
and Petersburg if Hansom's troops are ordered here, and decide what
additional forces if any are to be sent. It is very importaut'that I shoidd
know what force I am to have and that I have it in liaud as soon as
possible.

Very respectfully and truly, yours,
'

G. W. SMITH,
Major- General.

[Inclosures.]

Headquaetbrs,
Wilmington, January 7. 18G3.

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith:
My Dear General: Yours just received. I would have been all

right had Beauregard allowed his troops to remain. As it is, he stop-
ped taking all away, leaving me Stevens' regiment, Harrison's regiment,
and a battalion. These with Cliugman's brigade, three of Beauregard's
batteries, and my three, make my present disposable force. It is not
enough to hold the enemy, in such a country as the plank road, at a
distance from town, if he comes in the force represented or even half
of that. And to keep him at a distance is all important, because that
is my only way to save the Northeast Bridge. I send you Beauregard's
telegraph to me. But if Wilmington is the point menaced and I believe
it is, those troops ought to be here to enable me to maneuver. General
Lee's remarks about drawing troops from North Carolina, and then add-
ing that Wilmington must be defended at all hazards, rather crowds me.
If I could possibly have those 5,000 here I could stop the enemy 15 miles

from here and keep his haads full, besides saving the Northeast [Bridge],

which is important to j^our movement whether you intend to strike

him in llank or rear; and of course very important to Wilmington. I

shall write Beauregard and also telegraph him. Hadn't you better tele-

graph him that the movement of his troops should commence at once.

I know he had them all ready to move, but transportation is so fear-

fully slow.

Very tired; just off a 40-mile reconnaissance to eastward.

Yours, truly,

W. n. C. WHITING.

Charleston, January 8, [1863.J
Major-General Whiting:
Should enemy's ironclads or other steamers enter Cape Fear Elver

would not my troops at Wilmington be cut ofl'from possibility of return?

If so, ought Charleston and Savannah to be endangered for that city?

Weldon, Raleigh, and Wilmington are three objective points of enemy;

tirst two are decisive objectives. If .all three cannot be defended to-

gether with strong probability of success, enemy's movements and our

available forces must determine which to sacrifice in timely succession

for defense of most important one. Such is my view of present military

operations in North Carolina. Please answer.*
G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

* Same to Cooper and Smith.

53 R R—VOL XVIII
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[Indorsement.]

January 10, 1863.
[Note in pencil on Smith's letter.]

Tlie exempts for Coiifederate service should be fitted out for emer-
gency. The Government lias, I suppose, the power.

J. D.

Headquarters,
Kinston, N. C, January 9, 1863.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French,
Comdfj. District of Horth Carolina^ Weldon, K. C:

General : I received your letter last night and telegraphed what I

learned from our underground railroad. "Reliable" says that on Mon-
day, the 4th instant, Foster was shipping his Napoleon guns all day,
but could not learn their destination. He reports also that a long
black steamer, with light Dahlgren guus and two pivot guns, one each
in tlie bow and stern, [had arrived.] She is intended for Wilmington
and is to enter the harbor as the Alabama, the enemy firing at her as
she passes. She is to sail under Confederate colors. This I think prob-
able. I have my pickets within 8 miles of ISTew Eerue, who keep me
advised of every movement. I have learned that the enemy will attack
Weldon, Wilmington, and this place at the same time. Foster Avill

probably come this way, Heintzelman go to Wilmington, Peck and Cor-
coran to Weldon. Troops have been again sent to Suffolk, or were to
leave when Corcoran left Yorktown. 1 am convinced Foster will not
attack me again on the south side of the Neuse, but will march up the
left bank to co-operate with the force (if necessary) that attacks Wel-
don. With the two brigades now at Goldsborough I think I can pre-
vent his junction by attacking him as far down as Contentnea Creek,
which he will be obliged to cross if he marches out from New Berne to
attack Goldsborough. I can also, iT he passes Snow Hill, easily attack
his rear. My scout thinks every precaution should be taken to guard
the Weldon bridge, as the enemy are trying to bribe citizens to burn it.

I will keep you advised.
Very respectful Iv, vour obedient,

N. G. EVANS,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Executive Department,
Richmond, January 9, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War of the Confederate States :

Sir : Your letter of the 7tli instant, directed to the Governor, has
been received. He requests me to inform you that the requisition for
the militia has been complied with, by the issue^of the necessary orders
to the adjutant-general of this State, a copy of which is herein inclosed.

Very respectfully,

GEOEGE W. MUNFOED,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.

[Inclosurc-]

The adjutant-general will issue to the i)roper officers orders calling
oat immediately for a »nivk-^ of six mouths, unless sooner djscha,r^ed.
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the militia of the counties hereiuafter named, not called for under the
conscript law of the Confederate States, embracing- all the able-bodied
men between the ages of forty and forty-ti\e years.

Employes of railroad and transportation companies and officers of

banks, and other persons who are exempt by the laws of the State and
Confederate States, are not liable to duty.
The rendezvous will be at Petersburg.
When arrived at the rendezvous the troops will be reorganized into

companies, battalions, and regiments. The oldest commissioned officers

present, of the respective grades required, will be assigned to duty, and
supernumeraries will be reduced to the ranks.
The troops will be supplied with arms and ammunition when they

arrive at Petersburg.
The officers in command of detachments will cause the men to be

furnished with necessary provisions until mustered into service of the

Confederate States, and for this purpose may purchase or impress

necessaries and transmit the accounts therefor to tlie auditing board.

The counties upon which the call is made are the counties of Green-

ville, Dinwiddie, the city of Petersburg, the couuties of IJrunswick,

Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Halifax, Charlotte, Pittsylvania, Henry,
Patrick, Franklin, Nottoway, Prince Edward, and Campbell, including

the city of Lyucliburg.
This' call is' made by the War Department by order of the President

of the Confederate States. It is of great importance that the force

called for be promptly furnished and organized.

Special Orders, » Adjutant-General's Office, Va.,

]\fo. . ]
• January 9, 18G3.

The commandants of the Fiftieth Regiment, Greenville County;

Eighty-third, Dinwiddie; Thirty-ninth, Petersburg; Sixty-sixth and

Ninety-sixth, Brunswick; Seventy-third, Lunenburg; Twenty-second

and Ninety-eighth, Mecklenburg; Sixty-ninth, Eighty-fourth, and One

hundred and seventy-second, Halifax; Twenty-sixth, Charlotte; Forty-

second, One hundred and first, and One hundred and sixty-eighth,

Pittsylvania ; Sixty-fourth, Henry ; Eighteenth and One hundred and

fifty-sixth, Patrick; Forty-third, One hundred and tenth, and One hun-

dred and ninety-fifth, Franklin ; Forty-ninth, Nottoway ; Sixty-third,

Prince Edward; Fifty-third and One hundred and seventeenth, Camp-

bell, and Thirty-first, Lynchburg, will immediately call out, for a service

of six months,' unless sooner discharged, all the militiamen not called

for under the conscript laws of the Confederate States, embracing all

able-bodied men between the ages of forty and forty-five years.

Officers and employes of railroad and transportation companies, offi-

cers of banks, and other persons who are exempt by the laws of the

State and Confederate States, are not subject to this call.

Where there are no field officers in a regiment the senior captain is

commandant ; where no captains, the senior lieutenants of highest rank

command ; and all such are jieremptorily required to execute this order

without a moment's delay. They will cause the men to be assembled

at the most convenient places within the respective regiments and

marched thence to Petersburg, the point of general rendezvous, in

charge of the officer highest in rank in the regiment. Require the men

to bring with them clothing and blankets.

Officers commanding detachments .will procure subsistence for them,
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until mnstered into service of the Confederate States, by purchase, if

practicable ; if not, by impressment, and certify such purchases or im-
pressments to the auditing board at Eichmond.

Officers commanding detachments will report as fast as they arrive
at Petersburg to such officer in the service of the Confederate States
as may be appointed to receive and muster them into service. The
troops will there bo organized into companies, battalions, and regi-

ments, and supplied with arms and ammunition. They will, as far as
practicable, obtain railroad transportation for the detachments to the
place of general rendezvous, giving certificates of the number of men
transported, which will be paid by the State.

By command

:

WM. H. EICHAEDSON,
Adjutant-General.

Charleston, S. C, January 10, 1863.

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Wilmington, If. C. :

Maps received. Your views of enemy's mode of attack on Wilming-
ton are doubtless correct, and 1 fully agree to best point for meeting
him, provided he can land no considerable force in your rear. I send
all forces I can spare from this department; same as before. Will return
maps.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

Charleston, S. C, January 10, 1863.

Maj. Gen. Gxjstavus W. Smith,
Goldsborougji, iV. C:

I am sending Whiting same forces as before. Do not let them be
taken. Why don't you apply for Lovell ? He is in Richmond, anxious
for the field.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

War Department, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., January 10, 1863.

Maj. Gen. GusTAvus W. Smith,
Goldsborough, JSF. C. :

We think it desirable the militia of North Carolina should be called
out. Can you not encourage it? General Lee urges that Ransom's
division should not be ordered beyond Drewry's Bluff. The President
thinks that division likely to be specially serviceable in North Carolina,
but would approve of an equal force being returned to Drewry's Bluff.
No late news of special interest.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Goldsborough, N. C, January 10, 1863.
General G. T. Beauregard,

Commanding, Charleston, S. C.

:

My Dear General : Your telegram of the 8th instant was received
last night on my.return.from«Ealeigh. . I answered by teleffraph that
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your opinions were well founded, but that I thought the difficulty you
suggested in getting the troops back in case the ironclads pass the
forts and get into the Cape Fear could be obviated. It is very im-
portant for the Confederate Government to hold Wilmington, and it is
almost absolutely necessary to this State. They cannot take Wilming-
ton by land, I think, if General Gist with the troops he had there be-
fore is in the place in time to maneuver in front and check their ap-
proach. I have here and at Kinstou a little over 5,000 men. There are
three regiments at Eocky Mount, half-way from Goldsbarough to Wel-
don, and three at Weldon. I hope that General Lee will yet see in
time the necessity for transferring a portion of the forces now in front
of Fredericksburg to this State, which I feel assured is to be the theater
of active operations this winter and spring. If we can hold Wilmington
and Weldon the enemy, if they penetrate the interior of the State, can-
not hold themselves there. But if they succeed at Wilmington, and
dnce g€t possession of it, we will never get it away from them. My
opinion is that but for the storm at sea which sent the Monitor to the
bottom, disabled the Passaic, and sent the Galena no one knows where,
they would before this time have made a combined attack by sea
and laud upon Wilmington, and would probably have succeeded in
passing the forts with their ironclads ; and if we had been caught with
inadequate forces to resist and check them on land they would have
had a comparatively easy time of it. But the iron-clads are foiled so
far, and if advantage is taken of the delay they will find themselves
headed off in every direction.

I cannot close this hurried letter without thanking you for the prompt
and efficient assistance you so generously gave in December when we
were seriously threatened, and hope that you will be able to continue it

to us now. I know you will do all you can. We must combine and
contrive to beat them. I am always glad to hear from you and will

endeavor to write to you often.

Verv respectfully and truly, yours,

G. W. SMITH,
Major-General.

Since writing this I have received your cipher sent to War Depart-
ment October 16, 1862. The copy sent me dated January 7, 1863.

Headquaetees,
Wilmington, If. C, January 10, 1863.

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith,
Commanding, &c., Goldsborough, i\r. G.

:

My Deae Geneeal : I send you the inclosed note,* although it is

doubtless exaggerated ; still the very report indicates that the war is

rapidly being transferred from Virginia to this State. I trust our au-

thorities are equally active. You may depend upon it that Burnside,

smarting under his terrible defeat at Fredericksburg, recollecting his

successes in North Carolina, the plans he had made to invade upset by
the Eichmond battles, has induced Lincoln to transfer the war. and
sensibly, too, a winter campaign in Northern Virginia being out of the

question. I have no doubt that for the last month troops have been

moving from Bumside's army through by Sufiblk and from outside.

"Not found.
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Foster's name and "to re-euforcc Foster" are words retained only as a
blind because they know that the designation of any prominent general
would indicate their plans. I should not be surprised if you wake up
and find yourself in front of Burnside or "Little Mac," and Lee far off

up yonder. The same circumstances which point the enemy to this Held
of war prevent Lee from moving on Washington. Indeed that magnifi-
cent army should be hastening southward. Tell me your opinion and
what yon think will be done. How it will turn outiierc I cannot tell.

We shall have a fight and a heavy one. I fear your own hands will be
so full that you can hardly help me, but I hope not.

Verv respectfully,

W. IT. G. WHITING,
Brigadier- OeneraJ.

Headquarters,
'Wilmington, January 10, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. GusTAVUs W. Smith, Goldshorough

:

They must be moving troops from Burnside's army through by way
of Suffolk. Fifty-five transports and twenty-one gunboats are reported
at Beaufort. If true, this -means outside work. A very large force is

concentrated at Morehead City. Depend upon it Burnside has induced
them to change their programme from Virginia to this State.

W. H. G. WHITING.

GoLDSBOROUGH, N. 0., January 11, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War :

The following telegram just received from General Whiting at Wil-
mington :

Have information from [Lieat. John S.] Fairly, of my staff, at SwausborougU. He
sent a man into the lines, who rejiorts that the enemy are moving their troops to Now
Berne as fast as possible

;
that their numbers now amount to 75,000 at New Berne anil

15,000 at Morehead City, the former to advance on Weldon by Kinston, the latter on
Wilmington ; reports that on yesterday and to-day they will get all their troops to
New Berne, and that the move on Kinston will commence Tuesday or Wednesday.
You wiU need all the forces that can be got from northward. Yankee fleet is assem-
bling here.

The numbers are exaggerated, but there is no doubt but they liave
been largely re-enforced. They have, I think, over 30,000 and less than
40,000 men. The troops at Petersburg should be placed at my disposal
at once and others brought there or to Eichmond.

G. W. SMITH,
Major-General.

Charleston, S. C, January 11, 1863.

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Wilmington. N. C. :

Enemy cannot be 90,000 strong under Fostei-, who had 15,000 before,
and he may have received as many more. I will send with your maps
my system for calculating enemy's forces. It seldom fails.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.
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Charleston, S. C, January 11, 1863.
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, Wilmington, N. C.

:

Few enemy's blockaders ia sight this morning. Have you fortified
your advanced position by rifle-pits and abatis f

G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

Charleston, S. C, January 11, 18C3.
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,

Commanding at Wilmington, N. C.

:

My Dear General : Your favor of the 8tb instant and accompany-
ing drawings were duly received. I telegraphed vou my coincidenco in
your views relative to the meditated attack of the enemy on Wilmington
and Its proposed defense by you. We difler, however, in this respect-
that should he have any iron-clads to operate with he will first pass
and take or silence your forts on the river, and then land his forces
immediately before the city to make a laud and water attack on its de-
fenses, thereby cutting off your retreat across the river to prevent you
from re enforcing Charleston. Should it become necessary, your com-
munications at the same time with Goldsborough would be cut off by a
strong movable column, which would destroy all the rail and common
road bridges in that direction. He would also make a demonstration
against Goldsborough or Weldou to keep Smith's [forces] there inactive,
and so operate as to compel him to sacrifice the least important positions
in succession for the protection of the most important ones. This is

what I meant in my telegram, and not that they would attack Wilming-
ton, Ealeigh, and Weldon at one and the same time. Wilmington would
certainly be a great loss to the Confederacy, but not as much so as Ea-
leigh and Weldon, which would give the enemy both lines of communi-
cation between the South and Eichmond. Moreover, the capital of any
State, which to us signifies nothing, is an event of great importance
in Europe. I will repeat here a French proverb, which is as true in war
as ill the ordinary walks of life, " Qui trop cmbrasse mat etreint." You
all seem to be very much in the dark about the enemy's movements and
forces, exaggerating the latter terribly. This must have a depressing
effect upon your troops. I always make mine believe we are stronger
and the enemy is weaker by about one-third than is actually the case.
After a battle I reverse this. With a proper system of spies all the
enemy's important movements ought to be known to you, and by count-
ing his generals you ought generally to know pretty nearly what his

forces are; for instance: One brigade (four regiments of 500 effective

men), 2,000; one division (four brigades), 8,000; one corps (four divis-

ions), 32,000: cavalry brigade, 2,000; artillery (about tiiree pieces for

1,000 infantry), ninety-six ])ieces. This would give 1 general command-
ing, 4 major-generals, and 17 brigadier-generals, or 22 in all ; but the
Abolitionists liave generally colonels commanding brigades for the sake
of economy. I have my doubts whether Foster commands at this mo-
iiieiit more than the above force, although it may be increased greatlj'

ere long. By using this table you will find that Burnside's army of

three corps and a reserve at Fredericksburg amounted to about 125,000

or 130,000 men, with about three hundred pieces of cannon. Now that

t he iron-clads are played out for the present, I feel less nervous at having
sent you my best available troops ; but I hope they will be returned in

time should they be required for the defense of this department.
Wishing you the amplest success, I remain, sincerely, yours,

G. T. BEAUEEGAED.
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War Departme¥t, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., January 11, 1863.

Gov. Zebulon B. Vance, Raleigh, N. G.

:

With the President's concurrence I recommend the calling out of the
militia in North Carolina to such extent as we can arm—say 5,000 men.
The Governor of Virginia will call out the militia from the counties near
North Carolina, and the Department at the same time calls for conscripts

from those counties to rendezvous at Petersburg. We send every man
to North Carolina who can be spared from points not vital, but have no
further regular troops at command. We must rely on irregulars for

any further force.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

GOLDSBOEOTJGH, N. C, January 11, 1803.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French,
Commanding, tfcc, Weldon, If. C. :

Dear General : Yours of the 9th is received. In regard to Ransom's
division there is some conflict of opinion. General Lee ordered it to

Richmond. I ordered it to move to Petersburg without stopping in

Richmond, take position in that immediate vicinity and be held con-
stantly in readiness to move in any direction on the shortest notice.

General Lee objects to their being this side of Drewry's Bluff. I ob-

ject to their returning to Drewry's Bluff unless that place is attacked,
and have asked to be allowed to order them into North Carolina. This
is objected to at i)resent. I consider this division in transitu and can
determine nothing in regard to it at present. Pifty telegrams and let-

ters have passed, I think, about this division from quartermasters, rail-

road. State, and General Government officers. Have you determined
where you desire the four 32-pounders to be placed ? As far as I am
now advised it seems to me that Weldon and Halifax would be suitable
positions for them, relying upon lighter guns and rifles for the defenses
of points lower down. Have you seen Colonel Gwynn ? I directed him
to report to you at Weldon and carry out your instructions. The four
32-pounders from Charleston (ready to be put in position complete) are
here on the cars. As soon as you determine where to place them.they
will be sent forward. General Whiting seems satisfied that Wilming-
ton will be attacked, and thinks that they will occupy our attention at
Weldon and Goldsborough at the same time. I have written again to
the War Department in reference to sending re-enforcements, and have
warned them that they are losing time. I hope that we will not be too
late ; but we will do the best we can with the means we have and can
get together. I am always glad to hear from you. Write as often and
fully as you can.

Very respectfully and truly, yours,

G. W. SMITH,
Major- Oeneral.

P. S.—Can you not have a bridge constructed over the Roanoke at
Halifax ? I think it is very important, and will, if you require it, try to
send you some one to take charge of it.
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GoLDSBOROUGH, N. C, January 12, 1863.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French,
Commanding, d;c., Weldon, N. C.

:

General : You are unquestionably in command of the forces on the
Blackwater, those belonging to Petersburg, and General Pettigrew's
command at Eocky Mount, &c. ; and there is no order relieving Evans
from your command, nor have I intended there should be,' so far as re-

ports, returns, &c., are concerned. I mean the last to apply to Evans.
But as long as I am so much closer to him will give him direct orders in

regard to his movements. Ransom is considered in transitu. General
Lee wishes him to return to Drcwry's Bluff. I wish to bring him to

North Carolina. In case he comes on at all, if he stops short of [this

placej I will order him to re])ort to you. I will direct the adjutant-gen-

eral to return any reports, returns, &c., which may be forwarded by your
command without being transmitted through your office. In regard to

the official reports, no original reports had been received in my office

previous to your leaving here. They were only copies sent for my infor-

n)ation, and they were returned. The reports were handed to me by
Evans the day before 1 left for Eichmond, except that of the chief engi-

neer. My own report was written hurriedly, and 1 am not certain what
is in it, but remember distinctly making up my mind neither to blame
nor praise any one, uor go into particulars, but to make the report in the

barest outline' and refer for particulars to the sub-reports. I am sorry

that any omissions have given you concern, but allow me to say, first,

that Evans' report should have been made to you, and you should have

reported to me. It is perhaps my fault that I allowed him to hand me
his report while I was visiting at Kinston. I will have copies of the

reports sent to you that were handed me by Evans, and would be glad

if you would get General Pettigrew to make out a report, and I will

transmit them to the adjutant and inspector-general, to be filed with the

others. This is but just and right.

Very respectfully and truly, yours,
G. W. SMITH,

Major-Ge7ieral.

p. s.—Try a simple order on and test the question of command prac-

tically. The idea of an officer stationed at Petersburg saying that he is

not under your command borders on triiJing.

ExEcuTi'VE Department, North Carolina,
Adjutant-General's Office (Militia),

Raleigh, N. C, January 12, 1803.

Colonel: You will forthwith assemble all able-bodied men fit for mil-

itary duty not called for as conscripts up to this date, and who are liable

to militia duty under existing laws and orders, in your regiment, ami

organize them into one or more companies of 75 men each. Should the

number of men in any regiment equal or exceed 120 they will be formed

into two equal companies. Detachments of 40 men will be allowed a

captain and second lieutenant; 25 men a first lieutenaut, and lo men

a second lieutenant. A full company of 75 will be allowed all these

officers, to be in all cases selected by the rank and file. Ihe mihtia

liaving been so much reduced by recent calls for conscripts, and this call

iacludino- all who are fit for duty, renders it necessary that the commis-
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sioned officers should be now included, except the field officer of highest
grade and captain or senior officer of each district. When the com-
panies are formed the colonels will immediately report the fact to this

office by letter, inclosing roll of company and the i)robable number and
kind of arms in the regiment.

2d. Companies, wheu thus formed, yrill assemble each Saturday for

drill and inspection at a place to be designated by the captain, wlio will

report to this office each week the condition of the company, which will

always be held iu readiness for active duty at the shortest notice.

3d. This organization and drill is for the purpose of being prepared
to rejjcl an expected advance of the enemy, and will remain in force
until further orders from the Governor. The utmost promptness is ex-

pected in the execution of this order, and ten days from its reception is

deemed sufficient to complete the organization herein directed.
By order of Governor Vance:

J. G. MAETIN,
Adjutant- General.

Wilmington, [N. C.,] January 12, 1863.

Colonel [William] Lamb, Fort Fisher:
Lieutenant-Colonel Gwathmey, Fort Caswell:

From information received here it is probable the enemy will move to
attack this place, both by land and sea, on Wednesday. Have every-
thing ready to receive them.

B. W. FEOBEL,
Chief of Artillery.

Wilmington, N. C, January 13, 1SG3.

General G. T. Beauregard, Charleston, S. C.

:

General Gist has asked for six wagons to a regiment. Can they not
be sent me at once ?

Five of the enemy's steamers are engaging Fort Cnswell. Fort re-
plying slowly. No other fleet off.

W. H. C. WHITING.

Charleston, S. C, January 13, 1803.

Brigadier-General Whiting, Wilmington^ If. C.

:

Do not think Abolitionists will make much if any attack without iron-
clads. Latter are not much to be feared at present on account of con-
dition. I send maps to-day.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

Wilmington, N. C, January 13, 1863.
General Beauregard:
Firing has just ceased.

W. H. C. WHITING.
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Headquarters,
Wilmington, N. C, January 13, 1863.

Lieut. Col. GWATHMEY,
Commanding Fort Caswell, JSF. C.

:

Colonel : We have reports from the enemy's lines whicb indicate
that the enemy will commence a movement upon this place both by land
and water to-morrow. Though our works are by no means as forward
as we could wish, I am sure that everything has been done in our power
and with our limited time, especially by your command. You will hold
your position to the last extremity. If attacked by ironclads u])()u

which you can make no impression or which succeed in passing: you,
endeavor to save some of your guns for fire upon the wooden ships or

transports. As soon as the enemy make their appearance send oft' yonr
negro force. For this purpose a steamer will be sent you ; but in case a
steamer should not arrive soon enough you are authorized in the mean
time to impress and hold at the fort all the sailboats and small vessels

about Smithville. Should it unfortunatelj^, from want of ijrovisions or

destmction of your armament, become necessary to abandon the work,
make arrangements to blow it up and destroy it as far as practicable.

Send out an intelligent ofiicer to select the best point in such an event
for crossing the marsh to the mainland and endeavor to bring oft' yonr
command. The time for putting down the submarine shells is left to

your judgment. Thekeyswouldseemtobethebestposition. I sincerely

wish that the direction relative to destruction will not be tested, but

relying upon God, our cause, and your brave command I hope for vic-

tory. If we are beaten it will be tltrough no fault of yours.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- Genera I, Commanding.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, N. C, January 13, 18C3.

Col. [William] Lamb,
Commanding Fort Fisher, N. C.

:

Colonel : I have received reports from the enemy's lines which indi-

cate that an attack will be made both by land and water upon this place,

the movement to commence to-morrow. I need not repeat the expres

sions of my confidence in you and your garrison and in your determina-

tion to hold your position to the last. Some contingencies may arise

in which you'may require instruction. Should you find that ironclads

are too much for you and succeed in passing, endeavor to save and re-

serve some of your guns for fire on the wooden ships and transports.

You will report by telegraph every hour the progress of events. I do

not think ships alone can drive you out, though it is ])ossible that iron-

clads may be able to dismount your guns. You will therefore, even if

the iron-clads pass you, continue to hold the fort as long as you are sup-

plied with provisions. Instruct your vedettes to patrol lor any mdica-

tions of an attempt to land iu force below Itlasonborough Sound and

give me instant information. As soon as the enemy's tieet makes its

appearance send off your negro force; a steamer will be sent for that

purpose : but should "it not appear in time you will send them ofl' on foot

under charge to make a forced march, say to the Riverside Salt-Works

or other point where a steamer can be sent, at the same time letting
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this office know the iioint. With a firm reliance on Divine Providence,

I bid you and your brave garrison Godspeed. Pight as well as you

have labored and I have no fears for the result.

Verv respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, January 13, 1863.

General R. E. Lee, Frederichsburg, Va. :

Without fully Crediting I send the following dispatch from General

G. W. Smith for yonr information :

GoLDSBOROUGn, January lH, 1863.

Hou. James A. Seddon:

I havu i\ist received from General WhitiDg the following dispatch, dated to-day

:

"Have received further information from Lieutenant Fairly, confirmatory of that

sent to-dav." Adds that General Dix, at Shepherdsville Friday last, reports that

many of the enemy are from Burnsido's army ; reports the enemy at New Berne from

r>0,o6o to 70,000 men ; 15,000 at Morehead City, with forty-two steamers, and that they

move on Kinston bv Dover road; that they intend landing a force on the Sound and

attacking the force'hcrc at the same time, and all the mo%'ements will commence on

Weduesday.
G. W. SMITH,

^ Major-Creneral.

The following dispatch just received from General Smith:

GoLDSBOROUGH, January 12, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon:

General Beauregard telegraphs that he has reliable information from New York
that General Naglee's land force w.as but 12,000 strong.

G. W. SMITH,
Major-Gerteral.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Headquaeters,
Wilmington, N. C, January 13, 1863.

Col. John A. Baker,
Comdg. Forty-first Regiment [N. G. T., or Third Cavalry] :

Colonel : Unless General Eobertson has given you special instruc-

tions as to your movements, you will, in case of a land advance of the
enemy in this direction, send one company to fall back upon Colonel
Harrison and with the remainder of your force watch their flank, mov-
ing, if forced back, across the Cape Fear (Northeast Branch) to afford

as much protection as you can to the railroad and telegraph. If they
land below the mouth of New River watch their rear and follow them up.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier-General, Commanding,
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Wak Department, 0. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., January 13, 1863.

General R. E. Lee, Commanding, <&c.

:

Sir : At the snggestion of the President I inclose for your considera-
tion a letter from General Smith, covering another from Brigadier-Gen-
eral Pryor. They were received day before yesterday, but under the
impression that the greater needs of the army in North Carolina would
require all the re-enforcements you could safely spare, I had forborne
to press them on your attention.

With high esteem, most respectfulij', yours,
J. A. SEDDON,

Secretary of War.

[Incloanre.]

GOLDSBOROTJGH, N. C., January 9, 1863.
(Eeceived January 10, 1863.)

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War :

I have the honor to inclose copy of letter from Brigadier-General
Pryor, and to request that either Colonels Ball's or Chambliss' regiment
of Virginia Cavalry, and the Sixty^first Virginia Infantry (properly
belonging to the Richmond command, but now with General Lee's
army), be sent to General Pryor. I have not the force to spare, but am
satisfied that General Pryor should be furnished with the little aid he
asks for to enable him to accomplish such important results.

Very respectfully and truly, yours,

G. W. SMITH,
Afajor-General.

[Sub-iDClosure.J

Headquarters Forces on Blaokwater,
January 6, 1863.

Maj. Gen. [Gustayus W.] Smith :

General, : It is just a month since I assumed command of the forces

on the Blackwater. The day before I arrived within sight of headquar-

ters the enemy routed a portion of our forces, captured a section of ar-

tillery, and carried away a number of prisoners. We never thought

then of crossing the line with any aggressive purpose, and our utmost

exertions were devoted merely to the maintenance of our position on
this side the Blackwater. The enemy had absolute control of the

country between this point and Suffolk. I am happy to assure you,

general, that such is not now the case. A most formidable attack upon

one point of my line I repulsed Avith a handful of men and drove the

enemy back to Suffolk. I assumed the offensive, and, as you know,

with a very inferior force I have repeatedly driven in the enemy's pickets

almost withiu sight of his stronghold. The result is that I have shut

up the enemy in Suffolk. I have delivered all the intervening country

from their desolate sway. When I arrived here forage and provisions

were all drawn from Petersburg. Since I assumed command not a

pound of meat nor a grain of corn, not a bundle of fodder, has been de-

rived from that source. I have subsisted my own command within the

enemy's lines and have furnished General French's quartermaster 5,000

pounds of beef and 50,000 pounds of salted jwrk, all procured from within

the enemy's lines. Meanwhile I have strengthened my line throughout
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its length by obstructing ponds, digging rifle-pits, throwing up intrench-

ments, and by other artificial means of defense. 1 consider my position

perfectly secure, even with the small force under my command. But
there are certain results to be achieved by an aggressive policy, to the

successful prosecution of which a small increase of strength is essential.

To be brief, if you will furnish me with another regiment of cavalry (I

have but one, and that extremely weak) and another strong regiment

of infantry, so as to give me an available force of 3,000 men for the field,

I will engage, general, to accomplish three things, viz : Ist, to shut the

enemv up in Suttblk, and so to threaten the ])lace as to prevent any de-

tachment of troops to the army in North Carolina; 2d, to intercept

communication between Suffolk and the Chowan across the county

of Gates, and so compel the enemy to a most circuitous route ; 3d,

to realize for our army within the enemy's lines 300,000 pounds of

pork and a still larger proportion of corn over and above the wants

of my command. It may appear hardly possible to do this with so

small a force as I request, but the nature of the country is such as to

neutralize disparity of numbers and to make 3,000 men equivalent to

twice their number. The cavalry I have is not sufRcieut to picket my
line—300 men scattered along sd-odd miles. A few days ago General

French found it necessary to transfer my other cavalry regiment to

North Carolina. One regiment of the infantry of my command is de-

tained in Petersburg. Would it not be possible to spare me that ?

The suggestions I have hazarded are most respectfully submitted to

your superior judgment.
Very respectfully, your friend and obedient servant,

KOGEE A. PEYOR,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Petersburg, Va., January 14, 18G3.

General S. Cooper:

General Pryor reports the enemy (J,000 strong at Windsor, near Ivor.

Should they try to force the Blackwater the regiment now here could
move, but then the guard for city, &c., would have to come from Ran-
som's brigade; or can two of his regiments move there if needed'?

S. G. FRENCH.

January 14, 1863.
General French :

Send the regiment referred to in your dispatch just received; or, if

the emergency, in your judgment, should require, the two regiments of
Ransom's brigade, as suggested by you.

S. COOPER.

Fredericksburg, Va., January 14, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon:

Tour dispatch just received. Advance Ransom and any other avail-
able troops in Richmond or Petersburg. See my dispatch of 6th instant.

R. E. LEE.
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Special Oedees, ( Hdqrs. Aemy op Northeen Virginia,
No. 14. ) January 14, 1863.

I. Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Provisional Army of the Confederate States,
will immediately proceed to Richmond, Va., and report to the Adjutant
and Inspector General, G. S. A.

# # * if » * »

BJ- order of General Lee

:

\V. H. TAYLOE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General, C. 8. A.

Golbsboeough, January 14, 1863.
Hon. James A. Seddon,

Secretary of War, Richmond

:

My Dear Sie : I have sent several telegrams within the last three
or four days all tending to show that the enemy are re-enforcing rap-
idly in North Carolina and actively preparing for an offensive cam-
paign. The force here is, as 1 have often stated before, inadequate for

the protection of the important points from Wilmington to Eichmond,
inclusive, and we have no force as a reserve ready to take the offensive

and meet the enemy whenever thej' come out in force. I have asked
tliat Ransom's force be placed at my disposal, and have urged that ad-

ditional troops be sent. Of course if this cannot be done we must get
along the best we can without them. But it is my business to speak
plainly upon these subjects and to continue to speak thus so long as

there is any probability that the necessary measures for preparing to

resist successfully the invasion that is now impending will be adopted.

I remember well what force we had last winter in the Army of the

Potomac holding position farther north than that now held by General

Lee, and it was then not only decided to be impracticable to re-enforce

the Army of tlie Potomac but detachments were made from it and sent

here. What I mean to say is this, that General Lee in command of

an army at Fredericksburg is not in the same point of view, and evi-

dently does not see things precisely as they appeared to him when Gen-
eral Johnston commanded that army, and he (General Lee) was over-

looking and judging of the whole general operations from Richmond.

This is natural, and perhaps could hardly be avoided by any one. But
it is for the Government to decide whether when active operations are

evidently commenced in force against important points in this State it

is not necessary to diminish somewhat the army under General Lee at

Fredericksburg.
Before I was reduced in relative rank in this army it was a question

whether General Lee or myself should command the active forces in

Northern Virginia, the other to command in Eichmond, &c. Now I

would like this subject brought up for a moment and considered under

the supposition that I commanded in Fredericksburg and General Lee

here. Would he allow me to retain the army at Fredericksburg whilst

the attack in force was preparing against Wilmington '1 You are aware

that my visit to Richmond in the latter part of December was for the

purpose of conveying to the Government and to General Lee my convic-

tions in regard to the condition of affairs in this State and to prepare in

time. You saw my letter to General Lee and his reply. I received a tel-

egram from you on the 10th instant stating that General Lee opposed
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Eansom's division being brought this side of Drewry's Bluff. I have
received nothing since from the Department and, I think, nothing but

this telegram since I left Eichmond on the 5th instant. I fear your

telegrams to me have again miscarried.

I remain, very respectfully and truly, yours,

G. W. SMITH,
Major- Oeneral.

flndorsement.]

JANUARY IG, 1863.

Eead and returned to Secretary of War. The question of forces has

been considered. The question of rank of Major-General Smith is not

for action.

Headquajbters,
Wilmington, N. C, January 15, 1863.

Maj. [John J.] Hedrick,
Gomdg. Fort Saint Philip, If. C. :

Major : I need not tell you to hold your position as long as possible.

If, however, many of the enemy's Heet should succeed in passing your

batteries and proceeding up the [river], or compel you to withdraw, you

are directed to proceed to the railroad bridge on Brunswick Eiver for

its protectiou, placing a strong picket at the obstruction on that river.

You should in this event take with you all the provisions, &c., you can

carry, taking teams for the purpose. Please to recollect that for oue,

two, or even three steamers passing you, you will not necessarily leave

;

but a large fleet sufficient to overcome the upper batteries after getting

by might remove the obstructions and destroy the bridge. Further

orders will be sent you.
W. H. C. WHITING,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, N. C, January 15, 1863.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Eichmond, Va. :

General : Assigned to take charge of defense of Wilmington, 1

arrived here November 17, 1862. The yellow fever, which had desolated

the city and stopped all work, had not yet ceased. The condition, im-

portance, and necessities of the place were immediately set forth and
have since been repeatedly urged to the department. I found the de-

fensive works generally imperfect and many important points neglected

;

a partial line of earthworks, well constructed but weak in profile, ha(l

been thrown up between the two mill-ponds ou the east and south of the
city li- miles in extent. They had twelve pieces of artillery mounted,
mostly naval 24s and 32s, of the oM pattern. These batteries, mount-
ing eight guns, had been placed just below the upper jetty lights, smd
two to command an imperfect obstruction, composed of logs aud chains,
near Mount Tirza. An attempt had been made to build an iron battery
for this purpose, but so defective in design and position that I directed
it to be stopped. On the opposite side of the river, 14 miles from the
city. Battery Saint Philip had been erected, well constructed, mounting
eleven guns, but defective in the quality and caliber of its ordnance and
in the location of proper protecting traverses from enfilade and even re-

verse fire. On Confederate Point, to protect New Inlet, had been con-
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structed the earthwork known as Fort Fislier. Here the skill, iugeiiuity,
and perseverance of, successively, Maj. [John J.J Hedrick, of the ar-
tillery, Maj. [R. K.]JVIeade, of the engineers, for a short time, and
especially of Col. [William] Lamb, now commanding, and his men,
have been signally displayed. The fort is a strong sea-coast work, partly
casemated and partly barbette. It would not, however, bo tenable for
any length of time against a formidable land attack. Fort Caswell,
commanding the main entrance, appeared to have had little or nothing
done to increase its efficiency; numerous guns of little or no efficiency
had been crowded together without any protection by traverse or em-
brasure for either guns or men. The advanced batteries nearest the
bar previously arranged had from some unknown reason been leveled.
I regarded it, and still do, as one of the weakest points on the system.
In the very important matter of river obstructions little had been done,
nor had preparations been made for obstructing the approaches to the
city in case of attack. Brunswick Eiver is an important branch, form-
ing the island known as Eagle's Island, directly opposite the city, af-

fording, out of tire, an easy access to the Upper Cape Fear Eiver, and
opportunity for an enemy in the lower river to destroy the Wilmington
and Manchester Eailroad Bridge and cut off all communications south
of Wilmington. In this branch the only obstruction was a few rows of
piles not protected by any effective fire. In the city itself, as if it was
to be abandoned at the first appearance of a hostile gunboat, not a sin-

gle work had been put up, though many admirable sites presented them-
selves. On the gunboats the pestilence had stopped labor ; both were
on the stocks and no provision whatever had been made or even pro-

jected for saving them in case of disaster or providing for tbem during
attack. During the two months' grace the enemy have given us it is

not for me to say what has been done to remedy the defects here stated.

I have to give my warmest praise to the manner in which officers and
men have labored day and night. Colonel Lamb and Lieutenant-Colonel
Gwathmey, of the Navy, Major Forrest, of the Navy (until his unfortu-

nate illness), Major Young and Captain Andrews, and Captain James
and Lieutenant Obenchain, of the Engineers, have been indefatigable

with their excellent commands in strengthening the defenses. Their
value, incomplete as they still are (necessarily from want of time, im-

plements, and material), must shortly be tested. If they succeed, these

officers and men should have great praise ; if they fail, it is not their

fault. I have now, in addition to the works, a movable column of a

little more than 7,000 men, with five smooth-bore field batteries. Of
these, all but Clingman's brigade and two batteries have been furnished

me from the defense of Charleston by General Beauregard, under com-

mand of General Gist. I have stated too often the importance of this

place to the country to repeat it here, but I will repeat what I have said

before—that from here there is no route or retreat, and once taken by

the enemy it cannot be retaken by the means belonging to the Confed-

eracy. Strong diversions and powerful aid should be at once started.

While we will do all we can do and will hold and defend the place while

it is possible, every endeavor should be used to relieve it. The Charles-

ton garrison ought not to be vainly sacrificed.

The above statement has been made because I think it is due to the

officers and men of this army and to myself. The enemy are moving in

very heavy force, and there is no time to be lost.

Very respectfully,
W. H. C. WHITING,

Brigadier- General.

54 R E—VOL xvin
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JAHTJAEY 15, 1863.

General Beaueegarb :

Gr. W. [Smith] says the real attack is probably on Wilmington, with

their whole force. He inquires how he can best aid lue, whether by re-

enforcing or falling on his reserve. The best way is the speediest junc-

tion. Asks how many men I have and whether I can withdraw if iron-

clads pass the forts. I shall not withdraw except by order. If 60,000

men are thrown on Wilmington you must stir up troops in the north.

They ought to have hurried before this, unless they expect impossibili-

ties.

W. H. C. WHITIJTG.

Charleston, S. C, January 15, 1863.

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Wilmington, N. C. :

Good plan attacking monitor is to board in small boats at night,

throwing bottles burning fluid in tower and bags powder in funnel of

chimney.
G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, ¥. C, January 16, 1863.

Col. John A. Baeee,
Gomdg. Forty-first [N. C. T. or Third] Cavalry

:

Colonel: Impede the enemy's advance by every device within yonr
means ; destroy all bridges in his route, however trifling. Keep on the

alert, and as he draws nearer to our lines dispatch frequent couriers.

Accustom your men to skirmish with his advance, to ambuscade, &c.
Verv respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Headquarters,
Wihnington, X. C, January 16, 1863.

General Gustatus W. Smith,
Commanding, Goldsborough :

Scouts report just received. Still no enemy this side of Trent yes-

terday or night before last, but very large force on opposite bank,
making toward Kinston. Citizens i-eport two regiments of Indians
with them.

W. H. C. WHITIKG.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond. Va., January 16, 1863.
General Gustavus W. Smith,

Goldsborough, if. C. :

General Lee has placed Eansom's division at your control. I tele-

graphed vou to that effect two days ago.

J. A. SEDDOlf,
Secretary of War.
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EOOKY MOTTNT, January 17, 1863.
General S. Coopee,

Adjutant and Inspector-General

:

On 15th a large fleet left Beaufort, N. C, to attack Wilmington by
water; also a large force (70,000) started by way of Swansborough to
co-operate with them by land. They are arming the negroes to gar-
rison Washington, K C.

W. P. MAETIF,
Commanding District of the Tar River.

Wae Depaetment, G. S. a.,
Richmond, Va., January 17, 1863.

His Excellency Zebulon B. Vance,
Governor of North Carolina :

SiE
: Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, of your State, who is so favorably known

to yourself, as indeed to the whole Confederacy, for his distinguished
services with the army in Virginia, has, to the regret of the Depart-
ment, been constrained to retire from his late command by ill health.
He has consented for the present not to resign, but will be for a time
at home in North Carolina. It has occurred to me that from the appre-
ciation of the Department of his proven valor and skill it might be par-
donable in me to suggest that in view of the dangers from the enemy
now menacing your State the benefits of his counsel and co-operation
might be obtained by you on conference with him. His deserved influ-

ence with the people of North Carolina might prove advantageous in
animating and encouraging them to effort and endurance, and his ex-
perience and judgment give valuable suggestions as to the best mode
of commanding and guiding the means of the State for defense.

Trusting to be excused for the liberty of such suggestion, I have the
honor to be, with very high consideration and esteem, most respect-
fully, yours,

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Headquaetees,
Wilmington, January 18, 1863.

Colonel Haeeison, Commanding Outpost:

Send the following order to Colonel Baker

:

Your dispatch of 10.30 p. m., 18th, received. Your outposts must not be too precip-

itate. I want accnrate information of the route and advance of the enemy. They
must therefore neither fall back too far nor too rapidly. Advance by Tackahoe, on
the railroad, toward KenansviUe should be communicated to the telegraph office

there ; on the Jacksonville road should be forwarded here.

W. H. C. WHITING.

Headqtjaetees Aemy op Noetheen Virginia,
January 19, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War

:

SiE : I have received your letter of the 13th instant inclosing one

from General Smith and another from General Pryor. I am pleased to
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hear of the successful operations of the latter below Petersburg. I M-ill

send some cavalry down when I can spare it. As he is operating in

front of Petersburg I think he might be re-enforced by the regiment of

which he speaks in that city or any other available troops near that

place, leaving a sufficient garrison there.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. E. LEE,
General.

Wilmington, N. C, January 20, 1863.

Governor Vance:

Information just received would indicate a formidable movement of

the enemy against this place or Goldsborough. Do what you can at.

Eichmond to have troops sent south.

T. L. CLINGMAN.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, N. C, January 20, 1863.

Major-General French,
Commanding Division, Kenansville, N'. 0. :

My Dear General: I send you a map, in case you shoukt hav&
none at hand. My advanced post in Holly Shelter is at Island Creek,

4^ miles above the ferry at the railroad bridge, and fortified. On the-

Sound road my advance is about 17 miles from the city, also fortified,

and additional works under construction as fast as jjossible. An ad-

vance by the enemy in force by land will most probably come by the

Sound road, for many reasons, but a column might come down the Holly

Shelter. It would be all-important to prevent the position on the Sound
road from being turned on my left, which they would undoubtedly try

to do. It would become, then, a question of consideration, in case you
support, whether you would move directly in Holly Shelter, crossing at

Bannerman's bridge (supposing the enemy did not burn it), or at South
Washington, to fall in their rear, or march at once to the ferry and oper-

ate from Island Creek in their front. My opinion inclines to the latter

course for your troops, leaving to the main body, under the general
commanding, to operate in the rear. In case the enemy adopt the plan
of endeavoring to land somewhere between my advanced position and
Confederate Point, the latter course suggested would undoubtedly be
your best course and would, indeed, become very necessary to insure
the security of Fort Fisher and the iron batteries from reverse attack.
As any such movement of the enemy would undoubtedly be accompanied
by a corresponding advance on the Sound road, which it would become
necessary to check, I have directed the greater portion of the cavalry in
advance, in case of being forced back, to retire on Kenans?ille. Their
intelligence is communicated by both ways. They will, of course, come
under your immediate control, and you will obtain information of the
enemy's movements sooner than I shall, and in time to adopt either
alternative, as "General Smith may direct. If their attack is ascertained
to be really on Wilmington, and you have to cross the feri-y, I would
suggest that your force keep abreast and a little in advance of their
motion to enable you to take position on their front. To save trouble
of correspondence, if you approve of these suggestions, I send a copy



Chap, xxx.] COEEESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDEEATE. 853

Of this note to General Smith, with whom you can consult by telegraph.My weakest point is the forts. The passage of them and occupation ofthe lower harbor will require new and different combinations
Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Wak Depaetment, G. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., January 20, 1863.

•GiLBEET Elliott, Esq., Halifax, N'. G. :

SiE : Your letter of the 2d instant relative to the defenses of Eoanoke
Eiver was referred to the Chief of Engineers, who replies that every
exertion has been made to procure guns for the defense of that river.
lour guns have been ordered to be sent, one of which is a rifled, banded
o2-i)ounder. '

Eespectfnlly,

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Headquaetees Depaetment of East Tennessee,
Knoxville, Tenn., January 21, 1863.

His Excellency Gov. Zebulon B. Vance :

GOTEENOE
: Inclosed please find an extract from a letter received this

morning from Brig. Gen. W. G. M. Davis. From his statement I think
the outbreak in Madisou has been greatly exaggerated, and, as tele-
4?raphed you this morning, I think there is no present need of the State
force called out by j-ou. The outbreak has, I think, been suppressed,
but an adequate force will be kept in the mountains as long as necessary
for the protection of loyal citizens and their property.

I am. Governor, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. HETH,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

[InclosTire.]

Headquaetees,
Greenville, Tenn., January 20, 1863.

Geneeal : As I informed you by telegraph on yesterday, Captain
Kelson has returned and reports that his company went into Laurel
Valley, N. C, and had a brush with the tories, in which he killed 12 and
subsequently captured 20. From information I have received from all

quarters from men of intelligence and reliable character, I am satisfied

there is no organization in the mountains of armed men banded together
for the purpose of making efforts to destroy bridges or to burn towns
or property of Confederate ofQcers and soldiers. I think the attack on
Marshall was gotten up to obtain salt, for want of which there is great
suffering in the mountains. Plunder of other property followed as a
matter of course. Col. [L. M.] Allen's Sixty-fourth North Carolina Eegi-
raent and the men of his command are said to have been hostile to the
Laurel men and they to the former for a long time—a kind of feud exist-

ing between them. Of the men killed by Nelson's cavalry all but one or
two were deserters from Colonel Allen's regiment. They formed part of
the exiiedition against Marshall and no doubt plundered Allen's house.
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There has been no [attack] made on parties travehng on the Asheville

road : the stage has not been destroyed and no acts of hostility com-

mitted that I can hear of but the plunder of Marshall and of Allen's

house. The whole force that went to Marshall did not exceed 60 men.

All the reports stating the existence of organized bands of armed men
numbering 300 or 400 are false beyond a doubt. The attack on Marshall

has given rise to wild rumors of organizations of armed tories through-

out the mountains, bent on sacking towns and the plunder of loyal men.

The reports, greatly magnified as they went to Ealeigh, have no doubt

led the Governor of I^orth Carolina to call on the Confederate Government

for a protecting force. I think you can safely assure him that the mili-

tia are not needed.
• • * • * *

'

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.

Brigadier- General.

EAiEiGH, N. C, January 21, 1863.

General [Heney] Heth, Knoxville, Term.

:

Tours received. I hope you will not relax until the tories are crushed.

But do not let our excited people deal too harshly with these misguided

men. Please have the captured delivered to the proper authorities for

^^^-
Z. B. VANCE.

GoLDSB'OKOUGH, N. C, [Janua7-y] 21, 1863.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding

:

When Griffin's cavalry arrives use such couriers as may be necessary,

but except in case of emergency I prefer that the regiment should be

kept concentrated as much as possible and under the orders of General

Bobertson. A train has been sent to Tarborough for supplies. Get all

you can from the country vou are iu.

G. W. SMITH,
Major-General.

GOLDSBOROTJGH, January 21, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War

:

My Dear Sir : The reports from the front to-day are that the enemy
in some force, exact numbers not known, was last night within 3 miles of
Jacksonville, Onslow County—cavalry, artillery, and infantry

;
prob-

ably the same force that appeared at Trenton some three days since.

I have had no information through our secret agent in New Berne
later than the IGth, which was received on the 18th. I am still clearly

of the opinion that their forces at New Berne and Beaufort, &c., num-
ber from 20,000 to 40,000. But our latest advices go to show that the
effect of the storm upon their iron-clads, the opposition to the procla-

mation of Lincoln freeing the negroes, and the rapid retreat of Foster
from this place in December have together caused great discontent and
shaken the morale of their army. I suppose there is really some truth
in these reports. That their plans have been interfered with to some
extent is certain, and I think but for the disaster to the monitor and
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the recent storms on the coast they would have been out in force before
now.
There is at this time only one battery behind ; it is expected to-night

and is intended for Kinston, which place has been fortified since the
recent raids, and the bridge rebuilt. I think Evans can now hold it for
several days against almost any force that may be brought against it.

He, however, calls loudly for re-enforcements upon any collision of the
extreme pickets. His brigade has been recently strengthened by re-

turning soldiers ; some 500 or GOO, I understand.
Governor Vance sent me a copy of his order reorganizing the militia

and offering to call them out whenever I wanted them. I sent him a
telegram immediately asking him to order them out at once and when
reorganized and ready for service to let me know. In the new shape
they will probably be of some service. But he tells me that there is

no law for the reorganization, and the whole subject will, I expect, be
brought up for discussion in the Legislature.

I have written Governor Vance, sending him copies of the letter of

instructions to recruiting ofiQcers and of a recent order published from
here in regard to deserters and all absent without proper authority, re-

questing the Governor to issue a proclamation and appeal to the people.

He told me when he was here on Sunday last that he would do so. The.
Governor has shown the utmost willingness to co-operate with us in all

matters here affecting transportation, supplies, recruiting, and general

efiQciency of the command.
General French is at Kenansville, Warsaw, and Magnolia, with Pet-

tigrew's, Eansom's, and Cooke's brigades. Daniel's and Davis' brigades

are here. Eobertson is covering the front.

My forces in this part of the State, all told, amount to about 13,000.

This does not include the garrison of Wilmington. There are fortifica-

tions, with heavy guns, and one regiment of infantry at Weldon ; one

regiment at Hamilton and Greenville, besides the forces at Petersburg

and the Blackwater. I shall endeavor to concentrate upon the enemy
and beat them whichever way they may come. If their main attack is

against Wilmington and the iron-clads don't succeed in passing the forts

we will, I think, beat them badly. It is a long line to defend ; they are

in very superior numbers, but we expect to win. My health is not as

good as I would wish, but I won't break down if they will only come on.

Very respectfully and truly, yours,
•^

G. W. SMITH,
Major- General.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, January 21, 1863.

General Smith, Ooldsborough:

General Peench, Magnolia

:

Euemy encamped last night 2 miles from Jacksonville; 1,000 cavalry,

six pieces of artillery ; said to be waiting for their infantry force, which

is reported very large. Information comes from scouts and a man at

whose house enemy stopped. General Eobertson at Jacksonville,wnose uouse e
j. 1

1

W. H. 0. WHITING.

JANUARY 22, 1863.

Major-General French:
Eeport from the front states that the enemy has withdrawn from

•Tjicksonville beyond White Oak.jacKsonviiie i.e^uu ^ ^ ^ WHITING.
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Confidential.] Camp Fredericksburg-, January 23, 1863.

Mr. President : I have thought it my duty to give you all informa-

tion iu my possession which might enable you to form a correct esti-

mate of the character of the ])rincipal officers of the army. I have
thought this due to yourself and called for by the momentous contest in

which we are engaged. In that spirit I inclose a letter from General
Eausom addressed to General Chilton. It is without the knowledge
of tlie former but with the assent of the latter. I' beg you will make
the same allowance for the feelings of the writer that I do. He is evi-

dently, as he states, smarting under a supposed degradation of position;

cannot be supposed therefore to take the most favorable view of affairs,

yet he narrated circumstances which if true are not calculated to cause

"anticipations of happy results. You have the means of obtaining

information which I have not. I have no fear therefore of injustice

being done to General Smith. I have not only the kindest feelings but
have conceived the highest opinion of this ofi&cer, not so much from my
own observation as from the estimate of all the officers under whom he
has served. I confess, however, that the letter of General Eansom
makes me more anxious that General Kirby Smith should be in com-
mand in North Carolina, and as I fear you may find difficulty in chang-
»ing his assignment I have determined to write to you. I think it prob-

able that General G. W. Smith's state of health makes him apprehensive
of exertion or excitement, and a more quiet command may be necessary
for his condition. If so, the service or position may require a change.
It may be better, if General Kirby Smith cannot be obtained, that
General Elzey should take the field and General Smith resume his posi-

tion at Eichmond. I had supposed that General Eansom would have
liked the tour of duty in North Carolina, and I wished him to have had
the opportunity of filling the ranks of his regiments. I am sorry it

was found necessary to break up his division, though it was a small
one. I was surprised to learn from General A. P. Hill on my return
that the other two North Carolina brigades, Pender's and Lane's, which
had been ordered off, were delighted at the suspension of their order.
They did not wish to go to North Carolina. Please destroy General
Eausom's letter after perusal.

Wishing you all health and happiness, I remain, with great esteem,
vonr obedient servant,

E. E. LEE.

State of North Carolina, Executive Department,
Raleigh, N. C, January 24, 1863.

General GusTAVus W. Smith, Goldsborough, N. G.

:

My Dear See: Tours, accompanying the orders, &c.,* received this
morning. My proclamation will appear in the morning papers, and
everything that I can do shall be done. I received information this
morning from Wilmington that General Whiting had seized all the
teams, hands, and boats belonging to the State salt agent and com-
pletely stopped the works. This is a great calamity to our people to
stop the making of 350 bushels of salt per day right in the midst of the
pork-packing season. I can scarcely conceive of any such emergency
as would justify it. A little trouble on the part of General Whiting's
quartermaster would have enabled him to press teams in the adjacent
counties, and a requisition upon me for labor would have furnished as

' Not found.
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much as he wanted, as was done with Colonel Stevens. Let me ask vou
to have these hands and teams restored to the agent, unless it be im-
possible to supply their places iu time. It is almost as important tothe btate as the safety of the city, as our people cannot live without the

Most truly, yours,

Z. B. VANCE.

Headquaetees,
Wilmington, N. C, January 24, 1863.

Maj. Gen. GusTAVUs W. Smith,
Ooldsborough, N. G.

:

General: I am in receipt of information from within the enemy's
lines which bears an appearance of probabiUty. It is that they are now
only waiting for favorable weather to attempt the reduction of the forts
by the ironclads, and that their main force will not march on this place
until that shall be accomplished. The draught of theiron-clads is stated
at 9 feet 2 inches. Their success will depend greatly on the weather.
Supposing that they gain the entrance and harbor, entirely new com-
binations will be necessary and the question becomes one of much difiB-
culty. They will move their force by transports in that event, or at
least the greater part of them, and will endeavor to secure a base upon
the mainland either at Smithville or on the left bank, perhaps both. I
have ordered a line of defenses from the river to the Sound between
here and Fort Fisher on the other side. We have already the line rest-
ing at Fort Saint Philip. Leaving out for the present the assault of the
river by the iron-clads alone, the other side in Brunswick County, look-
ing to the communication south and the security of the Upper Cape Fear
Eiver, becomes very important and forces may be required over there
to hold them in check. Whether the iron-clads come up or not to en-
deavor to cut the communication, we must be prepared with movable
batteries to stop transportation. Your battery of 20-pounder Parrotts
will be invaluable. Three more iron-clads—the Weehawken, Nahant,
and Patapsco—are on their way to Beaufort. We must have as many
of the heaviest guns as yre can possibly get. Unless the submarine
mortars can do something, I do not see how the iron-clads can be kept
out, though we may stop the fleet.

Very respectfullv,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Gommanding.

r

HEADQUAEfEES,
Wilmingto7i, N'. G., January 24, 1863.

Col. [William] Lamb,
Gommanding Fort Fisher, N". G.

:

Colonel : A probable plan of the enemy will be the reduction of the
forts by iron-clads preparatory to movement in force. From their in-

vulnerability and the great range of their guns it is not likely that
they can be much affected by your shot. You should endeavor to pre-

serve your guns and men as much as possible from damage to enable
you to stop the wooden vessels. Fire should be given very deliberately

from your heaviest metal and the Whitworth ujion the iron-clads. Sup-
posing her to close her ])orts and come in, you should provide parados
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or reverse traverses to keep your casemate batteriesfrom being destroyed.

I will send some submarine mortars down to be placed on the keys,

near Letel[?] Island. They may be of service;

Very respectfully,
W. H. C. WHITING,

Brigadier- General.

Deadquarters,
Golding Place, January 25, 1863.

Major Hill, Assistant Adjutant- General

:

A dispatch sent by Major Nethercutt to General Robertson (and

brought here by mistake), dated 10 o'clock p. m. to-day. states that the

enemy had passed Trenton on their way toward Kinston. Nothing is

said as to the force. The cavalry had passed before Nethercatt wrote.

JOHN A. BAKEE,
Colonel, Comdg. Forty-first North Carolina Infantry.

General Smith:
The above just received.

rindorsement.l

JANUARY 26, 1863.

W. H. 0. WHITING,
Major-General, Commanding.

Naval Commandant's Office,
Wilmington, N. C, January 26, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War :

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 22d instant,

and in compliance with its request inclose extract copy of my commu-
nication of 2d December, 1862.*

The threatening attitude of the enemy lias confined me to this place,

where we have great naval interests at stake ; but if the men were fur-

nished they might undergo preparatory training at the battery erect«d
on the right bank of Cape Fear River for the protection of the iron-clad
gunboats we are constructing, and, as part are drilled, detailed for the
movable batteries to which my letter refers.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. V. LYNCH,

Flag- Officer.

GoLDSBOROUGH, January 26, 1863.
Hon. James A. Seddon,

Secretary of War, Bichmond :

My Dear Sir: Since writing you last I have visited Wilmington,
Magnolia, and Kinston. The fortifications at the former place are very
strong and we will be enabled to make very effective resistance against
an attack by land. With the troops from General Beauregard, General
Whiting can hold them until our forces from Magnolia and this place
can be brought 1o his relief. The matter to be apprehended at Wil-
mington is the passage of the iron-clads past the forts, which would

' No iuclosure found. See letter from Lynch to Seddon, December 2, 1862, p. 789.
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not only give them the outer harbor but would seriously embarrass and
endanger the defense of the city. Two 10-inch guns in addition to the
one recently sent would add greatly to our chances against the iron-
clads. These guns hare been applied for. I hope that the Ordnance
Department will be able to furnish them. It is very important, and
there is no time to spare. In placing the three brigades near Kenans-
ville under Major-General French they are in position to move against
the flank or reat of the enemy in case they attack Wilmington ; can
effectually prevent their turning General Whiting's advanced position,
which is on the Sound road, 16 miles from the town ; and we can, if re-

quired, move to the front on Trenton or take them in flank or rear if
they move on Kinston. These three brigades are iu good position to
meet any movement of the enemy from New Berne or Beaufort on the
south side of the Neuse.
But the shortest and best road from New Berne to Kinston crosses to

the left or north bank of the Neuse some 10 or 12 miles below Kinston. I

scarcely think they will cross the river; if they do I have two brigades
here ready to move by railroad toward Weldon, Kinston, or Wilming-
ton, and will endeavor to beat them, let them come as they may. Eail-

roads are an uncertain reliance; they will worry me out of my life yet I

think. But I must say in simple justice to Mr. Whitford, president of

the North Carolina and Atlantic Eailroad, -who was appointed Govern-
ment agent of railroad transportation at this poiut by General Holmes,
and of Mr. Harvey, his subordinate, that no men could be more willing,

attentive, and obliging and none more efiBcient than they have shown
themselves. At all hours, night and day, they have served me ; within

five minutes they were always ready to comply with any requirement of

mine. The State of North Carolina owns two-thirds of the stock in all

the railroads within the State except one, and has placed everything

possible at my disposal. The only trouble heretofore has beeu in the

condition of the roads and their fixtures. Colonel Wadley left here

about two weeks ago for Charleston and told me that Mr. Whitford

would represent him in his absence, and all has gone on smoothly until

to-dav. Mr. Whitford and his subordinate or assistant, Mr. Harvey, re-

signed when Colonel Wadley first arrived here, but he urged them to

retain their positions, which' they consented to do, at least lor the pres-

ent. I am informed that their arduous and valuable services have been

rendered the Government \Tithout compensation. The communication

from Quartermaster-General dispensing with Mr. Whitford's services

from the 20th instant has crippled me, as far as railroad transportation

is concerned, for the present. At the moment Mr, Whitford's note, a

copy of which is sent herewith,* was handed me I received a telegram

saying that the pickets reported the enemy advancing in force from

Trenton upon Kinston. I immediately telegrajihed you, and hope that

the Quartermaster-General has reversed his action, or, if not, that in

future he will consult with or notify me before taking a step so vitally

affecting the interest and safety of my command.

The works at Kinston are strong against attack from the south side

and the enemy will find it a very difl'erent place to take from what it

was before, even with the same force only there.

The papers I sent forward in General Evans' case (charges preferred

ao^ainst him by one of his colonels) I would like to have acted upon in

some way. Please notice that General Evans had preferred charges

against the colonel previously, a fact not known to me for some two

* Not fonnd.
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weeks after tlie charges preferred against bim by the colonel had been
forwarded. If I had known that General Evans had preferred charges

against the colonel those of the colonel against him would not have been
entertained until at least after the colonel had been tried, which trial

I would have ordered at once. If nothing else can be done in the case

I would suggest that the papers in the case be returned to me in order

that 1 may do something with them.
The enemy have put on double guards around Xew ©erne and Beau-

fort, and our usual channels of commnnication with the interior of their

lines have been cut off or delayed for ten days ; but we continue to get

information that their force and fleet are both large ; that all prepara-

tions have been made for a movement, and that there is much dissatis-

faction in their army.
I remain, verV respectfully and truly, yours,

G. W. SMITH,
Major- General.

[Indoreementa.]

Head and returned. The heavy guns asked for should be furnished

as soon as practicable.
J. D.

The guns have been ordered as soon as those before directed for Vicks-

burg and Atchafalaya shall have been furnished.

J. A. S.,

Secretary.

[Januaey 26, 1863.]

a proclamation.

"Whereas it has been made known to me that a large number of soldiers

from our armies are absent from their colors without proper leave in
this hour of our greatest need, and it is being confidently believed that
a large majority of such were impelled to this by a natural and almost
irresistible desire to see their friends and homes once more, after so long
an absence, and not because of a cowardly determination to leave their
brave comrades to share all the dangers and hardships of the field alone;
and whereas Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, in command of the Department of
'SoTth Carolina, by consent of the Secretary of War, has published an
order declaring that all who may voluntarily return to duty by the 10th
day of February next shall be received into their several commands
with no other punishment than a forfeiture of their pay for the time
they have been absent without leave; and declaring further that all

who do not so return by the said 10th day of February shall, when ap-
prehended, be tried for desertion and upon conviction be made to suffer
death

:

Kow, therefore, I, Zebulon B. Vance, Governor of the State of North
Carolina, do issue this my proclamation to all soldiers from the State
serving in the army of the Confederacy who are now illegally absent
from their colors, commanding them to return to duty with their com-
rades, and exhorting them to avail themselves of this opportunity of
saving their friends from the disgrace and infamy which will cling for-
ever to the name of a deserter from his countiy's cause and themselves
from a felon's death. Many, after carrying tli'eir country's flag in tri-
umph through various bloody conflicts and making for themselves a
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name of which their children's children might have been justly proud,
have forfeited it all by absenting themselves at a moment when their

own State is invaded and about to be desolated by a brutal, half-savage
foe. Now is the time to reinstate themselves by a prompt return to
duty. I appeal to them to stand by their country yet a little longer, and
not to sully by desertion the bright and glorious reputation of the State
which they have helped to win on a hundred hard-fought fields ; and I

appeal to all good and loyal citizens throughout the State to give their

influence to induce these men to return. Let no one, unmoved by this

appeal to his patriotism and honor, suppose that he can remain at home
with impunity ; the full powers of the State authorities, aided, if need
be, by the Confederacy, shall be put in force to arrest him and bring
him to punishment after the 10th day of February next, and there shall

be no rest for the deserter in the borders of North Carolina. And let

none excuse their desertion by declaring that they go home to take
care of their families ; they will add nothing to the comforts of their

families by hiding like guilty men in the woods by day and plundering

their neighbors by night; they only bring shame and sufi'ering upon
the heads of the innocent, and their little children, when gray-headed

old men, will have the finger of scorn pointed at them and the bitter

taunt will ring in their ears, "Your father skulked in the woods
to keep from fighting for his country." The State is now trying to

provide food for your families and each county is making a similar

provision, and as your chief magistrate I promise you that the wives

and children of the soldiers who are in the army doing their duty shall

share the last bushel of meal and pound of meat in the State. Let

every patriot in the land assist with all his influence in the execution of

this proclamation and our victorious ranks will again be filled and our

country soon be rid of the enemy.
In witness thereof Zebulon B. Vance, our Governor, captain-general,

and commander-in-chief, hath signed these presents and caused the

great seal of the State to be afiBxed. Done at our city of Ealeigh on

the 26th day of Januarv, in the year of our Lord 18C3.

Z. B. YA'SCE.

By the Governor

:

R. H. Battle, Jr.,

Private Secretary.

War Departjient, C. S. A..

Richmond, Va., January 27, 18G3.

General D. H. Hill, Charlotte, N. C.

:

The President desires to know if the command of the army in North

Carolina would be acceptable to you ?
oT:.T~>T^r>xT

J. A. oJlitJJ-'UiN,

Secretary of War.

ElCHMQND, Va., January 27, 1863.

Mai. Gen. S. G. French:

General Smith has been called to this city. You will proceed with

the least possible delay to Goldsborough and assume the command^
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Headquaeteks,
Wilmington, N, C, January 28, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon, Secretary of War, Richmond, Ya. :

SiE : I send you a sketch • showing the lines about Wilmington.
Though not of a formidable kind, yet, manned by brave troops, they

will make a stout resistance. My last information, received this morn-

ing from Beaufort, is that during the past week large bodies of troops

have been moved by railroad from New Berne and put on board the

transports, twenty or thirty of which have swung out into the stream

preparatory to mooring. They are mostly sailing craft. There are no

blockaders off the harbor this morning, which indicates that they have

been called off to assist the transportation. Seven steamers from the

southward arrived at Beaufort last Friday. My great trouble is the

possibility of the monitors forcing their way in the outer harbor and
destroying the forts, thus opening an easy and admirable base for their

future operations against the city and the interior. The attack by land,

if such is made, I do not fear, by reason of our advanced positions and
the dispositions of his army by Major-General Smith ; but the tremen-

dous ordnance possessed by the enemy makes me apprehensive of the

results of an action with the forts should wind and weather enable him
to cross the bars. I have strengthened Fort Caswell by iron-clad case-

mates ; 450-pounder shot, however, are hard to fend off, either for forts

or monitors. It is much to be regretted that a judicious system of

obstruction has not been made for this important harbor during the

two years past, time enough for executing any work of the kind. One
similar to the Charleston boom (impracticable there) could readily have
been placed and maintained here on the " keys " or inner bulkheads,
near [Fort] Caswell and New Inlet, and in the narrow river near the
city, where this would be invaluable. Such means of obstruction as I
have been able to gather in the last two months I have employed ; that
is, scows laden with stone and two small vessels, the only ones to be
had. Obstructions of this nature are objectionable here from the shift-

ing nature of the bottom and the great extent of shoal. A channel is

soon formed around them to restore the equilibrium which they disturb.
Strong, open framework or chevauxdefrise of timber, iron, and chain,
which would not interfere with the water-way, is the best for this coast

;

but that is work for which I have not been able to find the time, the
workmanship, or the material. The submarine mortars of General
Eains may aid us. They are placed to the best of my judgment.
Though the number of guns at [Forts] Caswell and Fisher is consider-
able, their quality is bad and caliber small. Many of the rifle guns are
not banded and not to be trusted. We have but one 10-inch gun
and but one rifle as large as 42 in the district. I have great hopes in
the inefficiency of the monitors at sea and in the difficulty of the chan-
nel. A scoundrel of a pilot has managed to go over to the enemy in the
past three weeks and is now on board their fleet. I cannot disguise the
fact that the consequences of a successful passage will be very serious.
In this respect I refer to my letter to the Secretary of War of Novem-
ber 14 last, previous to my assuming command here, and to a consider-
ation of the map of this section. Major-General Smith, being now in
Richmond, will be able fully to inform the Department in this matter,
our views being, I am happy to say for my part, identical.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

* Not found.
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Wilmington, N. C, January 28, 1863.
General Feench:

Information received from Beaufort that during past week large
bodies of troops have been moved from New Berne by railroad and put
on board transports. Twenty transports loaded and swung out into
the stream. They are mostly sailing vessels.

W. H. C. WHITENG,
Brigadier- General.

Headqttaktees,
Wilmington, N. C, January 28, 1863.

Flag-Officer [W. F.] Lynch,
Commanding C. ti. Navy, Wilmington, N. G. :

Commodore : Yours of yesterday relative to protection of the gun-
boats is received. The subject of troops to support the batteries on the
upper river has been duly considered for the disposition of the forces
for the defense. It is not, however, thought necessary to post them
immediately, their movement depending on contingencies which may
or may not arise. No difficulty is anticipated in placing troops at that
point. In the mean time every possible preparation in the way of ob-
struction is recommended to be got ready. Combined with sinking of
the Arctic, trees with the branches on held with chains will form a for-

midable and easily-made obstacle. Very few obstructions, however,
will be able to withstand the spring freshets, which in this river are
very heavy. I do not advocate the immediate obstruction of the river,

but that preparations should be made for it. Positions and pits for

riflemen should be selected and made in every suitable place.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headqtjaetees Cavalet Brigade,
Salem, Va., January 28, 1863.

His Excellency Zebulon B. Vance,
Governor ofNorth Carolina:

SiE : I desire to call your attention to a matter of much concern to

the public interest. In order to enable the armies at Fredericksburg,

Eichmond, and other points having railroad communication with this

section to obtain the necessary supplies of corn, &c., all the horses,

mules, &c., of this department have been sent to a considerable distance,

to be foraged until spring, from the line of this railroad (Virginia and Ten-

nessee road). In thus distributing these animals, and after overstock-

ing almost every part of Virginia, it became a matter of necessity to

send some of them to portions of North Carolina, where both grain and

long forage were abundant. But, unfortunately, there is a great indis-

position on the part of people there to sell their produce for Confed-

erate money at any price, and I desire to ask relief at your hands in the

form of .authority of some kind for impressment. This authority you

can limit with such restrictions as will make it entirely certain that no

injustice will be done to your people. If some step of this sort is not

taken promptly, and we should be compelled in this portion of South-
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western Virginia to bring the horses in the service of the Government
back to this section, and thus consume the forage -which is essential to

the wants of our armies elsewhere, it is manifest that most serious detri-

ment to the public service must occur.

Knowing your disinterested patriotism, not only from your public

character but also from a personal acquaintancewhich I had the pleasure

of having while we were both members of the old Federal Congress, and

your full and entire devotion to our cause (which is not the cause of a

"state, but of the whole South), I have taken the liberty of addressing

you upon this subject. I shall forward this to you after having referred

it for the consideration of the general commanding this military depart-

ment.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. G. JENKINS,
Brigadier- Genera I.

GOLDSBOEOTJGH, N. 0., January 28, 1863.

General S. Coopek:

I came up here this morning and assumed command. It is rumored

the troops have embarked. It needs confirmation.

S. G. EEENCH.

GoLDSBOEOXJGH, N. C., January 30, 1863.

General S. Cooper:

General "Whiting reports twenty-four regiments on transports at Beau-
fort ready to sail, and 25,000 troops still in New Berne, under Sigel, to

move bv land.
S. G. FRENCH.

Wilmington, N. C, January 31, 1863.

General Gtjstatus W. Smith, Richmond:

A portion of the enemy's fleet left Beaufort yesterday. Five steamers
and seventeen transports passed Swansborough last night. EecoUect
that should they pass below me, either to feint or make a real attack on
Charleston, Beauregard may recall his troops. Tlieir presence, or at
least an equal number, should be always here, and if you supply their
place you must have more from the North. Sigel is at New Berne with
(reported) twenty-five regiments. Greater part of the force at Morehead
City and on board transports.

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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Abstractfrom Return of the Department of North Carolina, commanded by Maj. Gen. S. G.
D-ench,for January, 1863.
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Organization of Troops in the District of the Cape Fear, commanded Inj

Brig. Gen. W. S. G. Whiting, for January 31,1863.

GENERAL GIST'S DIVISION."

Brigadier-General Clingman's Brigade.

8th Nortli Carolina.

31st Nortli Carolina,

olst Nortli Carolina.

6l8t North Carolina.

Colonel Wilson's Brigade.

25th Georgia.
29th Georgia.
30th Georgia.
Humphry Troop.
Detachment artillery.

Preston's, L"W. C, South Carolina] light

battery.
Waties' light battery.

Colonel Colquitt's Brigade.

46th Georgia.
7th Battalion South Carolina Volun-

teers.

16th South Carolina.

24th South Carolina.

25th South Carolina.

Culpeper's light battery.

Colonel Harrison's Brigade.

32(i Georgia.
47th Georgia.
4th Louisiana Battalion.

Adams', [Z. T., North Carolina] light

battery.
Paris', [A. B., Virginia] light battery.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Unattached.

41st North Carolina (caTalry).

Fort Caswell (sii companies).

Fort Fisher (nine companies).

Fort Johnson (two companies).

Fort Saint Philip (four companies).

City and River Defense.

Lieut. Col. [C.E.]ThOKBIIRN command-
ing.

10th Battalion North Carolina Artillery.

Fort French (one company).
Light-House Battery (one company).

City Garrison.

Company F, Tenth Regiment North Car-

olina Troops.
Company B, Sixty-first Eegiment North

Carolina Troops.
Captain Buie's two companies North Car-

oliaa Troops.
Clark Artillery.

TTnaitached.

3d Battalion North Carolina Artillery.

Signal Corps.

Bridge Guard.

Detachment Capt. Bradberry's company.

Alstract from Field Setum of Troops, Maj. Oen. A. Elzey commanding, for February 1,

1863 (Ji«od3«arter» iic/imond, Va.).

Command.

Present for
duty.

5i^

Brig. Gen. H. A. 'Wise .

CoL T.J. Page
Col. T. S. Rhett
Col. Jack Brown
Maj.F. W. Smith

161
25
82
33
16

2,002
322

1,428
624
246

2,115
388

1,588
700
322

2,603
432

1,879
908
365

Grand total.. 4,662 S, 113 6, 067

3,445
510

2,319
1,153

385

7,812

* Report leaves it in doubt whether any or all brigades given below constitute this

division.
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Februaby 2, 1863,
General Gustatus W. Smith, Richmond :

I think the attack on Savannah can only be a feint by gunboats to
draw troops from North Carolina ; impossible they can mean otherwise
with the very large force at New Berne and Morehead City. Take care
that troops are not withdrawn from here. Wilmington and Charleston
are now worth ten Savannahs, especially in view of our late naval suc-
cess. Let us secure this place until the gunboats are done beyond per-
adventure.

W. H. C. WHITING.

State of Noeth Caeolina, Executive Department,
Raleigh, N. G., February 2, 1863.

General W. G. M. Davis, Warm Springs, K G. :

Sir : Tours, giving an account of operations in your command in the
mountains of this State, has been received. The result is quite satisfac-

tory, and I am especially pleased to learn that there appears to be no
regular organization of enemies to the Government in that country. I

was loath to believe so, and from the iiist was of the opinion that the
raid was only for plunder and that the whole matter was probably ex-

aggerated. I hope now that quiet and order are restored in that region,

and have to return you my thanks for the very prompt and energetic

aid aflbrded by your command in producing this state of things. I was
fearful in the great excitement prevaiUng among our people that the

misguided people of Laurel might be dealt too harshly with, and warned
the oflBcers to be civil and just. I was therefore sorry to learn this

morning that Colonel Allen had hanged several of the captured pris-

oners. I hope this is not true, as it would be much better to have them
dealt with by the law. In regard to running them into Kentucky I ap-

prove of the' plan, provided they desire to go. I would not wish, how-

ever, to exile the women and children or old men if they desire to re-

main, as the law ought to be strong enough to keep them in subjection.

I hope Colonel McElroy will take proper steps to prevent the escape of

his prisoners.

With sentiments of regard, I am, sir, your obedient servant,

Z. B. VANCE.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., February 3, 1863.

Brig. Gen. [W. H. C] Whiting:

General Beauregard expects an early attack on Charleston. Send

him one of the brigades he forwarded you—Gist's, if you can spare it.

Hold another ready to be forwarded. I will telegraph General French

at Goldsborough as far as practicable to re-enforce you.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., February 3, 1863.

Maj. Gen. [S. G.] French, Goldsborough, K. C. :

General Beauregard expecting early attack at Charleston, I must re-

turn the troops sent by him to Wilmington. I order one brigade to be
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forwarded at once and another to be held in readiness for transporta-
tion. Ton must re-enforce General Whiting as far as you can venture
to weaken your line.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Headquaetees,
Wilmington, JV". G., February 3, 1803.

Maj. Gen. [S. G.] French,
Goldsborougli, N'. C. :

My Deae General : The question of traverse against reverse fire at

[Forts] Fisher and Caswell has already been amply provided for. An-
other heavy casemate has been erected at Fisher, a little to the right of

the detached battery BoUes. Were my guns of heavier caliber I should
be much at ease as to that work. When the 10-inch columbiads get as

far as Goldsborough push them through. At Fort Caswell, which was
the weakest point of the system, I have six guns in iron casemates of

good construction. With a little more time will have the whole channel
guns iron-covered. Heavy sand traverses separate them. On the re-

verse faces most of the guns looking inward have been placed on the
cornice-way, for fire on the anchorage, and their place terre-plein occu-
pied by huge traverses, which defilade the reverse of the casemates and
cover the citadel. The casemates in the channel fronts also cover the
citadel. Guns of the heaviest caliber are also mounted there. In Bruns-
wick River strong obstructions have been placed, covered by a strong bat-
tery, 1 J miles below Fort French upon a high hill. The railroad bridge to
Wartherton [Lumberton] Eailroad is covered by a battery of three 24-

pounders and by rifle-pits. [Sic. The railroad bridge over the Lumber
Eiver is covered by a battery of three 24-pounders and by rifle-pits.]

The bluffs in the city from old Robert Brown's house, near the ship-
yard, down toFrolick's sword factory, below the foundery, are occupied
by several strong batteries. Another above the Wilmington and Weldon
Eailroad Wharf commands the thoroughfare. The movements of the
enemy puzzle me. Unless they are gone mad they cannot mean to at-
tack Savannah. It could have no possible effect on the war if they
were to take it. Wilmington, Charleston, or Mobile is worth forty
Savannahs to us and to them. They may mean to try and withdraw
troops from here and North Carolina for they still have a very heavy
force at Beaufort; but that should be resisted. I fear Beauregard will
take alarm and recall his troops from here. I have let G. W. [Smith]
know my views on the matter. Nothing new this morning. Heavy gale
of wind from northward.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, N. C, February 3, 1863.

Colonel Goegas,
Chief of Ordnance, Richmond, Va.

:

Colonel: I wish to call your attention to the necessity for gnns of
the heaviest caliber within the means of the department for the success-
ful defense of this place. I learn with great pleasure that one 10-inch
columbiad is now on its way. One more is absolutely necessary. The
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heavy rifled guns for the Navy guuboats ought, if possible, to be sent
forward, as they might be mounted until required on board. I presume,
however, that your Department has nothing to do with them. Secretary
Mallory offers the co-operation of the Navy iu guns and men. No doubt
your recommendation to the fonnderies on the importance of completing
these guns would hasten them. The vital points of the Confederacy
now are Eichmond, Wilmington, Charleston, Mobile, and Vicksburg.
Let us hold these, and whatever else goes we are safe.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, N. C, February 3, 1863.

Maj. Gen. Gxistavus W. Smith,
Commanding Department :

General : I need not urge upon you the necessity of our having here
as many heavy guns as we can get ; the heavier the better. Please to
urge it upon the Department. I am happy to learn that a 10-inch colum-
biad is on the way. One more of the caliber is absolutely needed and I

hope may be procured. I prefer the 10-inch smooth-bore to rifle-guns

as against iron-clads. We can use the 120-poand bolt in them with
effect. In the mean time, taking the offer of the Secretary of the Navy,
the heavy guns and ammunition destined for the gunboats building here
should be sent forward at once. Pending the completion of the boats
they can be placed in battery to do effective service. Colonel Stevens
has sent me an engineer experienced in submarine galvanic batteries.

If we can arrange the material I am sure there is no better locality for

such than this, and to blow up one or two monitors is perhaps the best

and cheapest way to procure a few 15-inch guns. I shall send this

officer (Lieut. [Henry] Bolton) to Richmond to get up the machinery.
Please to give him your countenance and recommend the matter to the

attention of the Secretary of War. Eichmond, Wilmington, Charleston,

Mobile, and Vicksburg are five vital and most important points to our

country and cause. Hold them, no matter what else goes, and the re-

public is safe. In this view I cannot regard expeditious and attacks

upon places of minor importance as other than feints to draw off" forces

from the defense of those positions, unless, indeed, the enemy is struck

with judicial blindness and does not know what we know. I hope that

their security will be placed beyond peradventure, first, by the posting

of a sufficient permanent garrison or infantry force for any sudden de-

scent of the enemy—this to be always on hand ; and, secondly, by the

system you have adopted in your command of a movable army, which

can aet in any part of the department according to circumstances. Here

now I have no more than are absolutely necessary; yet this garrison,

withdrawn from the next southern department, is liable to be recalled

and leave Wilmington open. I beg you will urge what I liave so often

brought forward—the neces.nity of the presence here of a movable col-

umn of my own, ready to act either upon a laud or sea approach or

both, until relief should come from your corps Warmee. Many previous

letters set forth and explain this necessity by reference to the topo-

graphical features of this district.

Very respectfully,^ W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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Headquaetees,
Goldsborough, iV. C, February 3, 1863.

Maj. Gen. Gtjstayus W. Smith,
Richmond, Va.

:

Deae Sie : K the information be tme that the iron-clads (monitors)

are now at Port Eoyal, and that some thirty transports and a number
of gunboats have left Beaufort and gone south, I think the attack on

Wilmington is abandoned, if it was ever seriously entertained. Now,
it appears to me the United States Government has two great objects

in view—first, the capture of Richmond, and, second, the opening of

the navigation of the Mississippi River by the reduction of Port Hud-
son and Vicksburg. Taking this for granted, and that unless th«^y

think their army ample for the accomplishment of the first, might we
not suppose that the forces under General Foster, now at Beaufort, may
when the proper time arrives embark and proceed up the James Eiver ?

lu this case we would have no knowledge of his movements, or rather

destination, until he showed himself on the banks of the river, all the

coast being in the enemy's possession. If they sail south it appears to

me they would go to the Mississippi rather than waste their strength in

attacking minor points. It may be, however, that they may land near
Savannah. I write this to call your attention to the unprotected state

of the James River, and to say that as soon as ever I find positively

that the fleet have sailed I wish to move a part of my forces toward
Petersburg. If you deem these suggestions worthy of consideration
you may forward this letter to the War Department.

Tours, very truly,

S. G. FRENCH,
Major- General, Commanding.

riiidorsements.]

Heabqtjaetees,
EicUmond, Va., February 6, 1863.

Respectfully forwarded as requested for the information of the Secre-
tary of War.

G. W. SMITH,
Major- General, Commanding.

Richmond, Ya., February 6, 1863.

Respectfully referred to the President.

J. A. SEDDON,
/Secretary of War.

Seceetaet of Wae :

The suggestion of forces in position to defend the approach of James
River is worthy of attention. If the enemy has gone toward the south
the destination is most probably the coast of South Carolina, and requires
that Charleston and the railroad to Savannah should be covered with
a larger force than heretofore. There are many reasons to anticipate
an attempt against Charleston, and the inducements to capture any
other point on the coast south of Wilmington are so small that a conceu-
tration of force is clearly indicated at Charleston and on its approaches.
There should be simultaneously the greatest activity in Eastern North
Carohna, and coupled with military operations there should be vigorous
and well-directed efforts to get out the supplies of forage and subsist-
ence remaining in that region.

JEFFERSON DAVIS.
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General Gustavus W. Smith :

Would it not be well to send from troops around Goldsborough fur-
ther re-enforcements to Wilmington and forward thence all the force
that can possibly be spared for defense of Charleston ? I do not appre-
hend attack on Petersburg or Richmond, nor do I see how, consistently
with the other objects referred to by the President, forces can be drawn
back in this direction. All subsistence supplies that are attainable
should be collected and sent from North Carolina to this city.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

ElCHMOND, Ya., February 10, 1863.

Respectfully referred to General French, calling his attention to the
indorsements of the President and Secretary of War.

G. W. SMITH,
Major- Oeneral,

[Febkttaet 3-6, 1863.—For correspondence between President Davis,
the Secretary of War, and General Lee, in reference to re-enforcements

from Army of Northern Virginia for North and South Carolina, see

Series I, Vol. XIV, pp. 759, 762-764, 766.J

Headquabteks,
Wilmington, February 4, 1863.

General Beaueegaed, Charleston, S. G.

:

Dispatch received from Secretary of War ordering me to send you a

brigade and to hold another in readiness. Troops will accordingly

move to-day, as fast as transportation will admit, commencing with

Colquitt's brigade. Has been a smash on the railroad. Charleston

mail not in. What news from the enemy? Are they threatening

Charleston? Do you want Gist? Do not think the enemy intend

Savannah at all.

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

[Febeuaey 4-7, 1863.—For Beauregard to Whiting, see Series I, Vol.

XIV, pp. 762, 764, 767, 768.]

Richmond, Va., February [March ?] 5, 1863.

Lieutenant-General Longsteeet,
Commanding, i&c.

:

Geneeajl : The Secretary of War requested me to write to you and

say that he desires you to have a close reconnaissance made of Suffolk

with the view of attacking and carrying it, if you think it advisable

and it can be done with advantage. If, however, the works are found

too strong, he does not propose to carry it out. I think you had better

come over and see him yourself if you can spare the time.

Very truly and respectfully, your obedient servant,

ARNOLD ELZET,
Major- General.
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Wilmington, February 7, 1863.

Hon. JA3IES A. Seddon :

Have sent General Beauregard two of his brigades. If I send more
off must hare another briga;de here.

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

ElCHMOND, Va., February 7, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. S. G. Feenoh,
Commanding, G-oldsborough, N. G.

:

Mt Deak Geneeal : Inclosed I send the map of fortifications of

New Berne and the description accompanying it, and also inclose mem-
oranda of roads furnished by Colonel Pool and another by two of my
staff officers.* Tour suggestions in regard to the probability of attack

by the James and the possible necessity for a prompt move in this

direction are in accordance with my own views of the probable contin-

gencies that must be anticipated. I have long thought that the whole
organization of my command ought to be rearranged, and looked to

the chances of my being permanently assigued as major-general to com-
mand Eichmond and its immediate defenses, in which case I hoped to
have had Daniel's and Davis' brigades as part of the permanent garri-

son here as before, and perhaps to have you again at Petersburg ; not
in my command, but as a neighbor, closely identified with the defense
of EichmoQd, and that our friend, General Pettigrew, if not promoted
would be with you. Of course it was taken for granted that active op-
erations in North Carolina would require the presence of a commander
of higher rank than a division commander, and as I had made up my
mind not to serve under any of the lieutenant-generals who were my
juniors as major-generals it was tolerably clear to my mind that I would
have to retire from that field before the struggle was over. It seem.s
that the Government first intended to send E. K. Smith and then D.
H. Hill to command, but something went wrong and • * » to have
settled down upon the * * *, excepting I was to remain in the » • •

in Goldsborough. I have to-day [determined] to send in my resignation,
and thus • * • my plans at least for the present.
To yourself and General Pettigrew and all the ofiScers and men of

your command I tender my best wishes. May success and prosperity
always attend you. To-day I am not in the mood to write, even if I
had time.t

I remain, very truly, your friend,

G. W. SMITH.

Special Okdees, ) Adjt. and Inspectoe Geneeal's Office,
^0. oi'.

) Richmond, Va., February 7, 1863.

XXX. Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill is assigned to tlie command of the troops-
in the State of North Carolina, and will report by letter to Maj. Gen.
G. W. Smith, in this city.

* * ' * * * * «

By command of the Secretary of War:
JNO. WITHEES,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
' Not fonnd. s

t Portions of original illegible.
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EiCHMOND, Ya., February 8, 1863.
General French, Goldshorough, N. C. :

General Whiting has been telegraphed to return to General Beaure-
gard all the force received from his command.

S. COOPEE,
Adjutant and Inspector Oenerat.

Headquarters,
„

, ,„ ^ , _ Wilmington, N. C, February 10, 18G3.
Col. [H. L.J Benbow, ^ )

' V
,

Commanding Brigade, Sudberry, 2^. C.

:

CoLONEi: Tour brigade will take the position at Sudberry lately
occupied by Colonel Harrison's brigade. You will complete the works
commenced and indicated by the engineer ofiBcers. You will examine
the dispatches brought from the front by couriers from the outposts,
and learning their contents forward them to me by telegraph. Persons
passing in the direction of the enemy are required to have a special
pass from these headquarters. Market carts and provisions are allowed
to pass the lines. You will reconnoiter and make yourself thoroughly
acquainted with the vicinity of your post, its approaches, and defenses,
and require all your mounted ofBcers to do the same. Cause strict dis-
cipline to be maintained ; drills, parades, and all camp duties to be reg-
ularly and properly performed. You are required to protect private
property from depredation.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

War Department, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., February 10, 1803.

His Excellency Zebulon B. Vance,
Governor of North Carolina :

Sir : In the present state of the roads, and with the deficient means
of transportation afforded by the railroads, the subsistence of General
Lee's army is seriously endangered and may become actually dependent
on the means of commanding the forage and provisions which have
been and are now being collected by the Bureaus of this Department in

your State. The vital importance of the subject will, I trust, excuse
me in your estimation for invoking your attention to the subjoined

copy of a telegram just received from Colonel Wadley, the agent of the
Government for railroad transportation, and asking your co-operation

with him in so managing and controlling the transportation on the

line of roads within your State as to render them most efficient in for-

warding promptly and regularly the supplies so essential to our main
army. Colonel Wadley or his leading assistant is now in Ealeigh, and
will gladly avail himself of the privilege of conferring with you on your
call, and 1 would bespeak your favorable consideration of the sugges-

tions his experience may dictate.

With high esteem, most respectfully, vours,

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.
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[Incloanre.]

EALEiaH, February 10, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War :

Everything is in the utmost confusion on the North Carolina Eail-

road, and I can get no satisfactory answer from the Wilmington and

Weldon road about transportation of corn. The State holds a controll-

ing interest in both. Cannot some arrangement be made with the Gov-

ernor by which a more efficient management can be had ?

W. M. WADLEY,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquaetees Department of North Carolina,
Goldsborough, N. C, February 12, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War :

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

10th instant, inclosing a letter written to you by Maj. C. S. Carrington

iu relation to forage at Tarborough and the sources from which I am to

draw supplies for my forces. I have had many years of experience in

the quartermaster's department, and foreseeing last summer that the

Army of the Potomac would have to depend on the supplies from North
Carolina, gave implicit instructions to all my quartermasters accord-

ingly. Before the crop was rii)e enough to shell I ordered it to be brought
iu the shuck in box cars, and from that time to the present have sent it

forward to Petersburg and Richmond as fast as cars could be procured.

The quartermasters at Weldon and Tarborough have been furnished by
me with every means necessary to collect the forage, but the greatest

difficulty I have had to encounter has been with the railroad companies.
I have caused many letters to be written and have had interviews with
the officers asking their aid to get the forage out of the country, and
Lave gone so far as to impress trains to send grain to your city. Several
weeks since I directed Captain Venable to force the cars, whenever they
were about to return empty from Weldon to Petersburg, to proceed to

Halifax for grain for the Army of the Potomac. In a letter addressed
to W. T. Joynes some time since I earnestly solicited his aid as president
of the Petersburg and Weldon Railroad in this matter, and have urged
this also on Colonel Fremont of the Wilmington and Weldon Railroad.
Storehouses have been built and large wagon trains sent to Tarborough
by my orders to secure grain; and I was not before aware that Major
Carrington had much control over these supplies, which have claimed
the particular attention of my chief quartermaster as well as myself.
Without exception, I have always directed that supplies for all commands
should be drawn from the surrounding country, except on the Black-
water and other extreme frontier lines, when they were required, as far
as possible, to forage within the lines of the enemy. I am apprehensive
that Major Carrington is not well informed respecting the resources of
the State, or he would not have thought it possible for the troops south
of Goldsborough to find supplies in that part of the country. I am get-
ting all that can be found, especially from Sampson County; but there
is only a little that can be purchased. In Onslow County some could be
found, but it will all be required for the cavalry on duty there before the
crop of oats mature. Before the receipt of your letter 1 ordered General
J. J. Pettigrew with his brigade to march via Greenville to Washington
County to drive the enemy out of the town of-Plymouth and from the
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counties adjoining Washington, so as to enable us to get the supplies out
of that part of the State and to give protection to the people and induce
them to plant largely for the coming season. A force has also been sent
into Bertie County for a similar purpose, and to operate in Gates and
Chowan Counties. The people of the eastern part of the State have some
cause of complaint for want of protection, because the small force I have
had in my command precluded my advancing them far east of the rail-

road. Now for the first time I have an available force to send east and
attack the enemy and give some protection to the citizens. To-day finds

the enemy not advanced a foot from where he was in July last, when I

was placed in charge of this department. 1 inclose with this a letter

from the quartermaster at Tarborongh in reply to one from my chief

quartermaster. You may rest assured I shall draw all my supplies as

far as iwssible from the surrounding country. The requirements for

Wilmington are 10,000 bushels per month.
Yours, verv respectfully,

S. G. FRENCH,
Major- General, Commanding.

[Febeuaet 12, 18G3.—For Beauregard to Whiting, see Series I, Vol.

XIV, p. 774.]

Navy Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., February 13, 1863.

His Excellency Zebulon B. Vance,
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. G.

:

Sir : I am informed by Flag-Ofiacer Lynch that there are at Lawrence-

burg, N. C, 4,224 bars, or about 707 tons, of railroad iron, and that all

operations upon the extension of the railroad beyond that point have

been suspended and will not be renewed during the war. 1 have the

honor to request that this iron may be turned over to this Department

to be rolled into plates for protecting the gunboat and battery under con-

struction on the Roanoke Eiver. The iron will be paid for at its market

value, or the Department will agree to return it six months after a dec-

laration of peace. All efforts made to obtain iron in North Carolina

and elsewhere have failed, and I beg leave to urge upon your consider-

ation the expediency of turning over the lot of iron referred to, with the

understanding that it will be used exclusively for plating gunboats and

batteries now nearly ready for it in your State.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
' ^ S. E. MALLOEY,

Secretary of the Navy.

Fredericksburg, February 13, 1863.

General S. Cooper:
I think a division under Eansom, as well as I can judge at this dis-

tance, can be sent. I refer to my letters to the President and Secre-

"^'^'
E. E. LEE,

General.

[February 13, 1863.—For Seddon to Whiting, see Series I, Vol.

XiV, p. 776.]
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Headquaetees,
Fredericksburg, February 14, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War :

Sir : I think it proper to report, for the information of the Depart-
ment, that I have received this morning a letter dated Heath\ille, 10th
instant, from Lieut. C. Littleton Upshur, signing himself enrolling offi-

cer, stating that on the 9tti and 10th transports of the enemy loaded
with troops, horses, &c., passed down the Potomac. I do not know
Lieutenant Upshur, but he states that he is directly on the river and
can see all their movements. If they are anything more than conva-
lescents returning to their commands south I think it probable they
are re-enforcements for General Foster. I do not think that they were
embarked at Aquia Creek, inasmuch as I have received a letter of the
same date from a scout watching that position in which he states that
a large number of the enemy is encamped at that point, and no men-
tion is made of embarkation or transports. Other scouts on the Poto-
mac have as yet reported no passage of troops down that river.

Capt. E. P. Bryan, signal officer, whom I had directed to cross over into
Maryland for the purpose of watching the Potomac on that side, 1 fear
may not now be on that duty, as an order has been received here (Spe-
cial Orders, No. 20, Paragraph XX, Adjutant and Inspector General's
Office) directing him to report to General Beauregard, and he may have
reported accordingly without my knowledge.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
E. E. LEE,

GeneraL

Headquarters Army of Northern Yirghnia,
February 14, 1863.

Hon. JA3IES A. Seddon,
Secretary of War

:

Sir : After dispatching my letter to you this morning I received in-
formation from one of my scouts on the enemy's left that a small steamer
with troops had on Sunday passed down the Potomac ; that since that
time seven large steamers and five or six transports, towed by the
steamers and laden with troops, had also descended the Potomac'
On the 11th and 12th instant no movements had been observed.
This evening I received information from scouts on the enemy's right

up to the 12th instant. Two report that the Ninth Army Corps' of Gen-
eral Hooker's army had embarked at Belle Plains and sailed for Suf-
folk

;
that a large fleet of transports was at Aquia Creek, and there was

other evidence of a general move. Their cavalry had been withdrawn
from the Spotted Tavern and Hartwood Church toward the railroad
leaving pickets in their stead. Sigel's corps is still at Stafford Court-
House. Three brigades had reached Washington. The infantry at
Union Mills Ford (Bull Run) were leaving for Washington, and the
cavalry for Stafford Court-House. Prisoners captured by GeneralHampton report that General Hays, with three regiments of infantry,
seven pieces of artillery, and a squadron of cavalry, was to leave Union
Mills I'ord yesterday for Washington.

I have directed General Pickett's division to march to-morrow foriachmond and General Hood's division to be held in readiness One
of the scouts reported that it was the Second Army Corps which hadembarked for SufTolk. Although it is stated that their destination is
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Suffolk, Should no other troops follow I think it probable that this
corps IS intended to re-enforce their army in South Carolina : but should
Its real destination be Suffolk, General Pickett's division will be ample
to resist It.

^

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
E. B. LEE,

Oeneral.

War Depaetment, C. S. A.,

„
,

Richmond, Va., February 15, 18G3.
General It. E. Lee :

I subjoin a telegram just received from General Pryor; likewise the
closing paragraph of a telegram by order of General French, at Golds-
borough, calling for large supplies of ammunition. I consider the latter
the result of similar intelligence from General Pryor. I doubt the New-
port News report. Have you information to determine it ? "Would you
<ulvise delay in sending troops to Charleston from North Carolina

!

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Fraxklin, Va., February 14, 1863.
Two persons from Norfolk Thursday (one a lady and the other a gentleman), where

there had been no concert, inform me that thirty-six regiments landed at Newport
News Wednesday. They say it is Hooker's army. Within the past week Suffolk
largely re-enforced.

ROGER A. PRYOR,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

An attack is expected here.

Meaning at Hamilton, N. C.

fJ. A. S.j

"War Depaetiment, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Ya., February 15, 1863.

General E. E. Lee :

General French telegraphs that he must, on the call of General Pryor,
.send re-enforcements to him. General Davis with a brigade is ordered.
A brigade has also been ordered from "Wilmington to Charleston. Colonel
Tabb reports considerable fleets of steamers and transports at mouth
of James Eiver as coming from a reliable source. The President thinks
you had better move an adequate force at or toward Hanover Junction
to aid here if required.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary cf War.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., February 15, 1863.

General E. E. Lee, Commanding, &c.

:

Sir: I send you herewith full copies of the telegram from General
French and letter from Colonel Tabb, to which I have referred in a tel-

egram I have just sent you.* In the letter you will perceive a mistake,

either in regard to the York or James Eiver. I conclufled in my tele-

gram that the James was meant in both places, though it may be well

doubted if the York, as first named, was not designed throughout. It

matters not, however, as the danger could not be materially different in

' Not fonnd.
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the event of a landing in force on either. I cannot believe that a serious

blow at this city is contemplated at this season, and if the approach is

to be from the York Eiver I am satisfied it will not be ventured. Still,

it is well to be guarded fully and in time, and the President thinks if

you do not apprehend immediate attack, which, with the present state

of the roads he does not think practicable, that you had better move
what you may deem an adequate force to protect this city in supporting

distance, say at Hanover Junction. We have not, I fear, more than

some 3,000 effective troops here and at Drewry's Bluff. On the receipt

of General French's dispatch General Davis, with his brigade, was or-

dered to the Blackwater to reeuforce General Pryor. The intelligence

of an expected attack on Charleston, and the removal of nearly all the

troops, together with General Foster and his staff, south from North
Carolina, induced the President likewise to order a brigade (Clingmau's)

from Wilmington to Charleston, and another from General Daniel's

division to replace it, and be held prepared to move forward likewise to

Charleston if events required, to be itself replaced by a further brigade

from General [Junius] Daniel's division. The other forces in North
Carolina have been for the present ordered to be disposed by General

French as he deems best for the protection of Weldon, Goldsborough,
and the bne of the railroad. Not having the key to your cipher, and a

mistake having been committed by the telegraph operator in the first

two words in cipher, I have been much puzzled to make out your tele-

gram received this morning; and though I had the aid of Maj. [William]

Norris, of the Signal Corps, it was not until after my telegram this

evening was sent that, by trying other words, I succeeded in decipher-

ing it. The march of Pickett's division to Eichmond may, very proba-
bly, sufiBce at present to guard against any sudden attack on this city.

I will keep you advised of any further intelligence received. General
Pryor promised, by telegram of the 14th instant, to give by to-night
certain intelligence, both in relation to the reported forces on the James
and the re-enforcements at Suffolk. As yet the intelligence has not
come.

With high esteem, very truly, yours,

J. A. seddo:n,
Secretary of War.

Wak Department, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., February 15, 1863.

Maj. Gen. Gustattjs W. Smith,
Commanding, &g.:

Sir: After consultation with the President I desire that you will or-

der Brigadier-General Davis, with his brigade, to re-enforce General
Pryor, on the Blackwater, and Clingman's brigade from Wilmington to
Charleston ; that you will send a brigade of Daniel's division at once to
Wilmington to replace Clingman's and hold another ready to move in
the same direction, so that in case events require it likewise may be
forwarded to Charleston and be itself replaced at Wilmington—perhaps
afterwards followed to Charleston by another brigade of Daniel's di-
vision. The residue of his force General French will dispose as he
deems most judicious for the defense of Weldon, Goldsborough, and the
line of the railroads.

With high esteem, very truly, yours,

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.
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Headquaetees,
Wilmington, N. 0., February 15, 1803.

His Excellency the Goteenoe, Raleigh, K G. :

Sm: I send for yoTir information a letter* just received from Lum-
berton, in Eobeson County, respecting a deplorable condition of things
in that section, due to the presence and depredations of deserters.
Accordingly, I have ordered Capt. J. E. McDonald, Fifty-first ITorth
Carolina, and his company (all Eobeson County men) to proceed there
and either capture or, if necessary, destroy these freebooters. A copy*
of his orders is herewith. The statement of the inadequacy of the
miUtia force and the disaffection of the free negroes renders this action
on my part necessary, and I think it wiU meet your approval.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. C. WHITING,

Brigadier- Oeneral, Commanding.

Abstract frovi Field Report of the Troops of the DUtriet of the Cape Fear, commanded by
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, February 15, lb63.

Troops.

Brigadier-&eneral Evans' trigade
Brigadier-General Kansom's brigade
forts Caswell, rislier, Johnson, and Saint Philip (twenty-one com'
paniesj.

City and river defense (one battalion artillery and three companies) . .

.

Three nnattached companies
3d Battalion North Carolina Artillery ,

Tout light batteries -

Three companies of cavalry
Signal Corps
Bridge guard

Grand total

Present for
duty.

134
160
65

21
11
10
18
8
1

1

429

1,854
2,791
1,228

416
144
134
446
203
17

24

7,257

2,028
2.906
1,504

461
159
135
460
205
17

24

2,288
3,151
1,800

658
188
158
467
225
20
27

8,902

Note.—Aggregate present and absent not reported.

Wae Depaetment, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., February 16, 1863.

General E. E. Lee, FredericTcsburg, Va.

:

General Pryor reports

:

Scont from opposite Newport News reports transports landing there since TSrednes-

day evening. Knows nothing of the number. Saw eleven steamhoats at one time.

J. A. SEDDOF,
Secretary of War.

' Not found.
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Headqtjaetees Camp Feedeeicksbtjiig,
February 10, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.

:

SiE : I informed you on the 14th that General Pickett's division was
on the march to Eichmond. It is directed to halt on the Chickahominy,
where it can find shelter in woods and procure from Eichmond provis-
ions and forage.

General Pickett will send forward 'an oflBcer to select a position and
make arrangements. Will you be kind enough to afford him the nec-
essary facilities ? Should circumstances require him to be further ad-
vanced, I must request you to give him orders. He can take position
below Eichmond on the right or left bank of the river as you may
designate.

Upon the reception last night of your dispatch of yesterday I directed
Hood's division to move to Hanover Junction. It will halt there unless
required to advance.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,

E. E. LEE,
General.

' Yadkinville, N. C., February 10, [1863].
Governor Vance :

Deae Sie : It is my painful duty to inform you of a most melancholy
affair which occurred in this county on last Thursday. I sent out a
squad of 14 men in search of conscripts. They found a number of them
(now supposed to be between 20 and 30) lodged in a school-house and
attacked them. The conscripts were well armed and resisted most
stubbornly. They shot through cracks and windows at our men, and
killed two of the best citizens of this county—James West, a magis-
trate, and John WiUiams, a most excellent man. These men were shot
dead in their tracks. Two of the conscripts were killed and the bal-
ance escaped, though two of them are seriously wounded. The con-
scripts known to have been in it and who have escaped are William
Dobbins, Jesse Dobbins, Benjamin Willard, Lee Willard, Thomas Ad-
ams, Enoch Brown, Jack Douglas, Anderson Douglas, Sandford Doug-
las, Hugh Sprinkle, and Horace Allgood, though we have since cap-
tured the Douglases and Hugh Sprinkle and lodged them in jail. The
four first named are the leaders of the band ; and I am informed that
they will probably try to make their way to Tennessee. 1 leave it to
Your Excellency whether or not a sufficient reward shall be offered for
these four bad and dangerous men to insure their apprehension. Eob-
ert Hutchins, William Willard, James Wooten, Elkana Willard, and
others are believed to have been in it. If a reward had no other effect
It would I think deter others from resisting the execution of the law,
seeiug that the Governor of the State had taken the matter in hand.
If they do not leave the county they will rally their crowd (as I under-
stand some of them are trying to do) and fight again. They are much
better armed thau the militia, having been preparing for it for months.We have arrested and sent out of this county within three months past
over 100 men, and yet we have a considerable number left. Inasmuch
as we have scarcely any arms or ammunition I would suggest that Your
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Excellency send us as soon as possible a detachment of 40 or 50 men to
scour the county. It would not only enable us to execute speedily but
might save some valuable lives. We intend at all hazards to execute
the law.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. A. JOYCE,
Lieutenant-Colonel, &e.

ASHEVILLE, N. C, February 16, 1863.

GoTEENOE : Your letter of the 9th instant is just received. I beg to
assure you that I shall at the next term of the court prosecute vigorously
such of the prisoners to whom you direct my attention as may be turned
over to the civil authorities. The late expedition to Laurel sent only
four prisoners to jail, and one of them was admitted to bail on yester-
day by Judge Bailey. I understand there are no more to send. I have
no knowledge of my own touching the shooting of several prisoners in
Laurel. I have learned, however, from a most reliable source that 13
of them were killed ; that some of them were not taken in arms but at
their homes ; that all the men shot (13, if not more) were prisoners at the
time they were shot ; that they were taken off to a secluded cave or gorge
in the mountains and then made to kneel down and were thus shot.

One man was badly and mortally shot in the bowels, and while he was
writhing in agony and praying to God for mercy a soldier mercilessly

and brutally shot him in the head with his pistol. Several women were
whipped ; this I learned from one who got his information from some of

the guilty parties. I learned that all this was done by order of Lieut.

Col. James A. Keith. I know not what you intend doing with the

guilty parties, but I suggest they are all guilty of murder. I do not

suppose they had any order to do so barbarous a deed ; but if they had
the order was void absolutely, no matter by whom issued. Such savage

and barbarous cruelty is without a parallel in the State, and I hope in

every other. I am gratified that you intend to take the matter in hand.

I will make such investigation as I can, but 1 have no means of com-

pelling any one to disclose facts to me.* It will not be difiScult, I learn, to

prove that the prisoners were killed. I assure you that I will prosecute

all persons who have committed criminal offenses in this circuit at the

next term of the court, and in the mean time I will do all in my power

to suppress crime and violence. These are fearfully on the increase in

this section of the State. A report might be made that would astonish

you. I have done all I could in reference to the complaints made to

you from. Jackson and Cherokee Counties.

• ••••*•
I am, &c., yours, truly,

' '"^ ' A. S. MEERIMON.

Savannah, Ga., February 16, 1863.

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Wilmington, N. C

:

Order brigade to report to Jordan. Eeceived at Pocotaligo same re-

port about Foster.
^ ^ BEAUREGAED.

56 E E—VOL XVIII
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Headqtjaktees Aemt of Northern Virginia,
February 17, 1863.

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith,
Commanding, &c.

:

General: Please retain in Richmond all men belonfjing to Generals

Pickett's and Hood's divisions, Longstreet's corps, who are on their

way to join them, until the arrival of these divisions within your reach

and then I would thank you to send them immediately to them. They

are in march for Richmond and will be joined by General Longstreet.

Very respectfullv, vour obedient servant,
' '

R. E. LEE.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., February 17, 1863.

General R. E. Lee, Commanding, &c.

:

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let-

ters of the 14th and 16th instant. They give me interesting informa-

tion but correspond only partially with the accounts I receive here of

the movements of the enemy. An officer of the Signal Corps, much
trusted as a scout, has just returned from within a few miles of Fort

Monroe and Newport News. He reports as certain that about 20,000

men have been landed and are encamped at Newport News. They were

brought there by transports in tow of steam-tugs. They are building

tent chimneys and bake-ovens, and seem settling themselves for a time

at least. They, as the scout learned, reported themselves as part of

Hooker's army, being IJurnside's old division, and believed they were

again to be placed under Burnside's command. In addition to these

troops at Newport News, 8,000 or 10,000 were reported (as the scout

believes truly) to have been sent to Suffolk. In front of Newport News
were five iron-clads, with steam kept constantly up and occasionally

moving about. They i^rofessed to expect an attack from our gunboats
coming down the James, and do not intend to be taken by surprise as

at Charleston. On the bay there were some twenty-five or thirty trans-

ports. They had come down the bay witli these troops, or a part of

them ; but whether down the Potomac or not the scout could not learn.

He passed on up the York River on his i-eturn. There were no trans-

ports in that river, nor had any additional troops been moved to or

landed at Yorktown or Gloucester Point. Such is pretty fully all that

is material in the reports of the scout.

I send inclosed a copy of the only dispatch received to day from
General Beauregard. There is no later intelligence from either Generals
Pryor or French. All the troops sent by General Beauregard to Wil-
mington have been returned, and two brigades from North Carolina
(Clingman's and Cooke's) have been sent from Wilmington. General
Ransom's other brigade will very probably likewise be ordered in the
same direction, and he replaced in command of his division. As yet,

however, the brigade under him is only ordered to be held in readiness.
I am i)leased to learn that with characteristic vigilance you are forward-
ing Pickett's and Hood's divisions to keep ward here. As you have
confided in my discretion the location to which, until further orders,
they shall be assigned, I shall order Pickett's on the other side of the
river, so as to be in a position, if necessary, more readily to support
Pryor and defend Petersburg. I am inclined to think the enemy's
movements too serious for a feint or a diversion and that Hooker really
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desigus withdrawing from the JRappahannock and changing his whole
plan. He seemed fully committed to an advance on the Rappahannock,
bat, very lully trusted by his Eepublican or Abolition "confreres," he
can venture to advance and do what Burnside could not. We must,
however, await developments, for as yet information is too scant for
confident judgment.

M'ith great esteem, truly, yours,

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Greenville, F. C, Tuesday, [February] 17, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:
I did not receive the letter to which you refer in your note of today,

but I got the information about the re enforcements from Wbitford'a
men. I start to-morrow and will proceed across Tranter's Creek; shall
move around in iront of Washington so as to threaten the Plymouth
road. This may prevent re-enforcements going out of Washington.
But the danger is that if I am attacked in front of Washington Gar-
nett cannot possibly come to my assistance nor can I to his if he is

attacked from Plymouth, so that we are in very bad military position,

each liable to be attacked separately. An immense swamp will be be-

tween us; to march to him I must either go down the Plymouth road
and abandon my line of communication, which is utterly out of the
question in this country, or pass around behind this swamp, probably a
three-days' journey. I will take my position without much apprehen-
sion from the enemy, but I think he had better withdraw himself before

any danger on his left flank and rear. I fear they will bounce out upon
Kiuston some day when we are all off and handle Daniel roughly.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. J. PETTIGREW,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia,
February 18, 1863.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet,
Commanding Corps:

General : The transfer of a portion of the Federal Army of the

Potomac to Hampton Eoads has rendered it necessary to move two

divisions of your corps towards James River. I desire you to join them

and place them in position where their comfort will be secured and

whence they can be readily moved to resist an advance upon Rich-

mond by the enemy from his new base. It is reported that he has been

largely re-enforced at Suffolk. It will therefore be prudent for you to

change the present order for General Pickett to halt on the Chicka-

hominy, and to let him proceed to Falling Creek, on the south side of

James River, or to some better point, from which you can readily de-

fend Petersburg, &c. Should the movement of the enemy from the

Potomac render it expedient your other divisions will be ordered to

join you. I desire therefore you be prepared to receive them and to

select encampments for their comfortable accommodation. You will be

advised of their approach. I need not remind you of the importance

of selecting sheltered positions, where there is plenty of wood, and

which may be convenient to supplies. It is also desirable that these

positions be, as far a^ possible, not liable to prove injurious to the
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agricultural interests of the country. Tou will require at least two
battalions of your artillery and probably one of your reserve corps.

The iLorses are in such a reduced state and the country so saturated
with water that it will be almost impossible for them to drag the guns.
They might be transported by railroad, by which route all heavy bag-
gage, if possible, should also be conveyed and the battery horses be
led. I wish you to inform me where I can communicate with you.

To inform yourself of the movements of the enemy in your front and to

keep me advised I suggest that you report to the Secretary of War, on
your arrival in Eichmond, as he will have information and possibly

some orders to communicate.
It will be well to have Lane's battery at some favorable point on the

James River, to destroy the enemy's transports if they should ascend.

I am, with much respect, your obedient servant,
Hi. E. Jj£)£j.

Eichmond, Va., February 18, 1863.

Maj. Gen. Geoege E. Pickett, Commanding, <&c.:

General : The Secretary of War directs that on your arrival with
your division you take position on the south side of the James Eiver in

immediate vicinity of Drewry's Bluff, and there await further orders.

You will have in view the defense of Chaffin's and Drewry's Bluffs,

keeping yourself advised and ready to move if necessary to repel ad-
vances from the Blackwater and to defend the city of Petersburg.

Very respectfully, &c.,

S. COOPEE,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

Engineer Bueeau,
Richmond, Va., February 18, 1863.

Lieut. Col. W. H. Stevens,
Corps of Engineers, C. S. A., Richmond, Va.:

Colonel : His Excellency the President has been informed that the
works for the defense of Weldon Bridge are being built on a scale that
will require a large force, say several thousands of men, to defend them,
and has sent to this Bureau to ascertain if such is the fact. In my orig-
inal instructions to Colonel Gwynn he was directed in all cases to give
the works for defending points in the rivers of North Carolina a devel-
opment such that they could be held by a small force, say 400 or 500
men, until relieved by a succoring force. These instructions are fully
approved by the President. If defenses of a different character have
been laid out at Weldon and are in progress you will please to have my
original directions carried out as far as the nature of the ground will, in
your judgment, permit.

Very respectfully, yours,

J.,F. GILMEE,
Colonel and Chief of Bureau.

Engineer BuREAtr,
Richmond, Va., February 18, 1863.

Col. Walter Gwynn, Weldon, K C.

:

Colonel : In reply to your communication of the 14th instant I have
to state that it is important that the works in progress for the defenses
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of East Korth Carolina should be under the control of Lieut. Col.W. H.
Stevens, chief of construction, and for this reason you were instructed
to report to him directly. The local engineers at Goldsborough, Kin-
ston, the works on Tar River, and at Eainbow Bend should, and will

hereafter, report to Colonel Stevens. For the present your duties are
limited to the works at Weldon, N. C, under the direction of the chief
of construction. I will take occasion to read your report to Colonel
Stevens in regard to the works for the defense of Weldon Bridge.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. GILMER,
Colonel of Engineers and Chief of Bureau.

Headquarters Department op North Carolina,
Ooldsborough, W. C, February 18, 1863.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, U. S. A.,

Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps, New Berne, iV. C.

:

General: In a communication addressed to me, and written by Maj.
Gen. J. G. Foster, U. S. A., and dated at New Berne on the 31st day of
December last, he desired that a watch which was taken from the per-

son of Surgeon Hunt, who was killed in a skirmish near the town of

Washington, should be returned, to be placed in the possession of his

relatives. On the publication of General Foster's letter the man who
had the watch voluntarily sent it to me, and it now affords me much
pleasure to be able to return it to you, that it may be placed in the hands
of his relatives. Will not this act of a private in our army, voluntarily

returning this watch, offer a noble example to some of your generals and
to their wives, who have taken (I will not say stolen) pianos, bedsteads,

dining sets, works of art and virtu, horses, carriages, &c., and carried

them to thetr homes in the North, to return them to their owners 1 I re-

gret to make such charges against your oflEicers, and above all against

their wives; but when such acts are committed by men in high position,

or by women of intelligence and refinement, it deserves condemnation.

I refrain from naming them, but if you wish it names shall be sent and

the alleged acts specified and the whole sent you for publication to show
the world that neither rank nor position nor religion nor female loveli-

ness can resist the temptation to violate the commandments when what
they covet is the property of a rebel. These remarks, general, are not

personal to you, and are intended only for those to whom they truly

apply. I send you a letter which has been handed me mentioning some

instances where private property has been taken in New Berue.*

I am, general, yours, very respectfully,

S. G. FRENCH,
Major-Ge7ieral, Commanding.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., February 19, 1863.

Brig. Gen. E. A. Pryor :

Ascertain as early and as far as possible the proposed movements of

the enemy at Newport News and Suffolk. Is there reasou to believe

thev are intended for North or South Carolina?
•^

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

* Not found.
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Headqtjaeters,
Biascicnd Bridge, February 19, 1863—8 p. m.

Brig. Gen. Heney A. Wise, Commanding :

General : Lieutenant Harman [Compaiiy B, Fifcy-ninth Virginia

Infantry] bas just returned from his expedition to Burwell's Bay, in

Isle of "Wight County. Dense fogs prevented his seeing across the

river to Newport News, hut having obtained what he regards as en-

tirely satisfactory and reliable information he did not wait for the

weather to clear,"^but returned at once to communicate it. From Cap-

tain Drummond, of Norfolk, and from Captaiu Nelson, of Isle of Wight,

he learned that the enemv have landed a considerable force at Newport

News under the command of General Burnside. The Galena, the Min,

nesota, two monitor boats, and ten gunboats are lying off Newport

News. The troops were landed from large side-wheel bay steamers,

each with a sloop in tow. Up to the time that the fog prevented fur-

ther observation of their movements ten of these steamers came up

daily, commencing on the 12th instant. As soon as the troops disem-

barked the steamers returned to Norfolk for coal, and having supplied

themselves put back toward the Potomac. No re-enforcements have

been sent to Norfolk or Suffolk. It is generally understood that the

expedition consists of Franklin's corps and is destined for Charleston.

Lieutenant Harman returns to-morrow and will report any further

movements.
Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. TABB,
Colonel, Commanding.

Yadkinville, N. C, February 19, 1863.

Dear Sir: We have had a startling occurrence in this' county, of

which you have doubtless heard before this time, which has greatly ex-

asperated every intelligent and good citizen of the county. I mean the

murder of two of our best citizens, magistrates of the county, by a band
of deserters and fugitive conscripts. The circumstances are these:

There has been a strong feeling against the conscript law among the

uninformed part of the citizens here ever since its passage. Many of

that class swore that they would die at home before they would be forced

off, and when the time came for them to go perhaps nearly 100 in this

county took to the woods, lying out day and night to avoid arrest; and
although the militia oflBcers exerted themselves with great zeal, yet these

skulkers have always had many more active friends than they had and
could always get timely information of every movement to arrest them
and so avoid it. The militia officers have been able to arrest very few
of them. This state of affairs has encouraged the dissatisfied in the
army from this county to desert and come home, until, emboldened by
their numbers and the bad success of the militia ofiBcers in arresting
them, they have armed themselves, procured ammunition, and openly
defied the law. They have even sent menacing messages to the militia

officers, threatening death to the most obnoxious of them and all who as-

sist them. Last Thursday 12 of the militia officers came on 16 of these
desperadoes in a school-house about 4 miles from this town, armed, forti-

fied, and ready ibr the fight. The firing immediately commenced ; which
side first fired is not positively certain, but from the best information I
can get I believe it was those in the school-house. They finally fled,

leaving 2 of their number dead and carrying off 2 wounded, after killing

2 of the oflBcers. In the school-house were found cartridges of the most
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deadly and murderous quality, made of home-made powder (one of the
men known to have been among them has been engaged in making
powder). Four of the conscripts who were in the fighfhave since come
in and surrendered and are now in jail here, but the leaders and the
most guilty of them are still at large ; and the section of the country in
which they lurk is so disloyal (1 grieve to say it), and the people so
readily conceal the murderers and convey intelligence to them, that it

will be exceedingly difficult to find them, even if they do not draw to-

gether a larger force than they have yet had and again give battle to
the sheriff and his posse. But my principal object in writing this let-

ter is to ask you what we shall do with those four murderers we have and
the others if we get them ? Suppose we try them for murder, do you not
believe that our supreme court will decide the conscription act uncon-
stitutional and thus leave these men justified in resisting its execution?
I believe they will, and tremble to think of the consequences of such a
blow upon the cause of our independence. It would demoralize our
army in the field and bring first the horrors of civil war to our own
doors and then perhaps subjugation to the enemy, which no honorable
man ought to want to survive. I think I know Judge Pearson's opin-

ion on the conscription act, and 1 believe that he is just itching to pro-

nounce it unconstitutional. Suppose these men get out a writ of habeas
corpus and have it returned before him and he releases them (which he
would be bound to do if he holds that they were only resisting the exe-

cution of an unconstitutional law with such force as was necessary to

repel force from their persons), do you not believe it would produce
a mutiny in the army of the Kappahanuock ; and if it did not, how
would you get another conscript to the field or keep those there who
have already gone, or who could keep the loyal and indignant citizens

at home from executing vengeance on these infamous murderers and
traitors to the country? These are considerations which alarm me, and
I would like to know what you think of them. Please write to me, and
I will receive your opinion as confidentially as you may desire and ask.

Could these men, and ought they if they could, be turned over to the

Confederate courts to be tried for treason? Could the military author-

ities, and ought they to, deal with them? I hope you know I am con-

servative and for the rights of the citizens and the States, but for my
country always, and for independence at all hazards.

Your obedient servant,
R. F. ARMFIELD.

Headquaetees,
Wilmington, N. C, February 20, 1863.

Governor Vance, Raleigh, N'. C.

:

I received your orders of the 9th instant directing the militia officers

in Eobeson, Cumberland, and Richmond to turn over all able-bodied free

negroes between eighteen and forty-five. None such have yet arrived.

Robeson and Cumberland have heretofore done well and supplied much

free and slave labor. They have certainly done their share. A vast

deal of work is still required here, and the labor of 400 to 500 negroes

is essential to complete our works as rapidly as possible. I respectfully

request that you provide me with this labor as soon as possible. Every

advantage must betaken of the enemy's movements in other directions

to strengthen this place.

Very respectfully, ^ ^ ^ WHITING,
Brigadier- General.
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ElCHMOND, Va., February 20, 1863.
Gen. A. P. Hill,

(Care of General B. E. Lee :)

General : In reply to yonrs of the 7th instant, inquiring as to the
source from whence the commissions for ofiQcers of the North Carolina
State troops should issue, I am directed by the Secretary of War to say
that the question is before the Attorney-General of the Confederate
States for decision. In the mean time the right to commission appears
in several instances to have been conceded to the Governor of North
Carolina. There is not much doubt that the decision of the Attorney-
General will be that the Governor has the right to appoint, as he has so
decided in similar cases in other States.

Very truly, &c.,

E. A. PALFEBT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Ahatractfrom Field Eeturn of Troops, commanded by Maj. Gen. S. G. French, February
20, 18fi3 {headquarters Goldsborough, N. C).
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„ , Franklin, February 21, 1863.
Hon. James A. Seddon,

Secretary of War

:

Two persons, perfectly reliable, whom I sent to Suffolk Monday and
who remained there several days, satisfy me that former reports exag-
gerated the re-enforcements in Suffolk. The whole force there does not
exceed 15,000. They are enrolling and organizing the negroes.
Nothing is revealed of the enemy's designs at Newport News. The

force visible from this side is not very large, apparently 15,000 or 20,000.
Citizens say a portion negro recruits.

EOGEE A. PRYOE,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Inspector General's Office,
No. 44. / Richmond, Va., February 21, 1863.•••••••

XXI. Maj. Gen. G. E. Pickett, Provisional Army of the Confederate
States, will report without delay to Lieut. Gen. J. Longstreet, command-
ing Department of Virginia and North Carolina.

* * • • • • •

By command of the Secretary of War

:

JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral.

War Department, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Ya., February 22, 1863.

General E. E. Lee, Commanding, &c.

:

Geni;ral : I inclose a telegram* from General Pryor, which gives the
latest intelligence I have of the numbers of the enemy concentrating at
Newport News and Suffolk. It agrees substantially with the reports I
have from scouts sent to the vicinity of Old Point by General Elzey
and from an intelligent oflBcer just exchanged, who had been allowed
to recover from his wounds, received at Sharpsburg, in Baltimore,
and on bis return was detained some days at Fort Monroe. He says
as far as he could collect about 25,000 men had been sent to Newport
News, and in addition some 2,000 or 3,000 were sent up the York Eiver
to Yorktown and Gloucester Point. They gave out (it is said by our
scouts, not by the officer) that they are going to Charleston and expect
to be commanded by General Burnside. The officer could learn noth-

ing of their designs, but from unmistakable manifestations is satisfied

great dissatisfaction and demoralization prevail and that they extend
to many officers as well as to the men. He represents the feeling of our
friends in Maryland as increasing in confidence and those of the Unionists
as sinking into despondency. The prospects North are certainly en-

couraging and may lead to decisive results unless we sustain several

reverses in the next few months. I have no late intelligence of move-
ments from Wilmington or Charleston. I still expect an attack in great

force on Charleston, but cannot understand the causes of delay in mak-
ing it. Some controversy about rank between the commanders may

* Probably that of February 21.
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perbaps afiforil the explanation ; but I think it more likely that it has
resulted from the dissatisfation of the troops recently sent South at

finding themselves associated with negro regiments. A brief period

must, however, afford a solution. Pickett's and Hood's divisions have
passed through, and their general appearance, spirit, and cheerfulness

afforded great satisfaction. General Longstreet is here, and under his

able guidance of such troops no one entertains a doubt as to the entire

safety of the capital.

With great esteem, cordially, yours,
J. A. SEDDON,

Secretary of War.

GOLDSBOBOXJGH, N. C, February 23, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,-
Secretary of War, C. S. A.

:

Will you permit me to give a frank statement of the condition of

things in this district and hear a few suggestions made with the utmost
deference 1 Wilmington is the point of great importance, and Fort
Caswell, a small, antiquated structure, is the key to the position. It is

of brick, without casemates, and has in its limited area a large brick

building covered with slate. It is easy to see that a concentrated fire

would be most murderous to the garrison. No work seems to have been
done there until the arrival of General Whiting. He has casemated
the guns bearing on the sea and has just begun casemating those on
the face bearing on the inner channel. He is also raising the parapet
on the harbor front so that an iron-clad, having run into the channel,
cannot have a reverse fire on the water front. This work will be com-
pleted in two or three weeks. Should an attack be made earlier the
fort must fall, or at least the destruction of life would be very great in

it. But even when the work is done the caliber of the guns is so light
that vessels might run past with but little risk. I most earnestly ask
to be furnished with an 8-inch, a 10-inch, and an 11-inch gun. The
works around Wilmington to resist a land attack are too slight. It is

diflicult to imagine what the troops employed themselves at for the last
two years. I feel concerned about Wilmington. The Yankees seem to
have become alarmed at the magnitude of the task before them at
Charleston and may first try their hand at Wilmington by way of en-
couraging their troops, just as they captured Arkansas Post to get up
heart for Vicksburg ; or it may be that they will attack Wilmington
after the fall of Charleston or the failure there. In the first case, in-
spirited by success, the attack would be with enthusiasm ; in the latter
case it would be to cover the mortification of failure and disgrace. In
^-ither event of success or reverse at Charleston we may confidently ex-
pect a fight at Wilmington; and as the enemy believe Wilmington to
be the weakest of the three points threatened he may begin with it in
order to remove the demoralization of the troops. I fear that we can-
not make a successful resistance without more guns of heavy caliber.
As soon as the movement begins at Charleston 1 want to threaten New
Berne, Washington, and Plymouth, and possibly Morehead City, in
order to keep Hunter from getting re-enforcements from this State;
but I cannot make the proposed expeditions without at least one more
brigade. The works at Kinston ai-e unfortunately on the wrong side of
the river, and can only be held by a brigade. Goldsborough needs fully
a brigade for its protection, as it has no works at all except a bridge-
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head. I have now in the department only the infantry brigades of
Evans, Pettigrew, and Daniel, and the wonderfully inefBcieut brigade
of Robertson. With one more brigade I could harass the enemy, de-
tain his troops in this State, possibly force him to send others here;
<50uld bring ont a vast quantity of bacon, pork, and corn from the coun-
ties on the coast, and could increase our ranks by numerous conscripts.
The department commissary—an energetic and efficient officer—tells

me that the western part of the State is exhausted, and unless he can
draw from the east he will soon be unable to supply the troops. There
are millions of pounds of bacon in Hyde and Tyrrell which can be
brought out with a proper force, and the question of supply is getting
to be a very alarming one. The troops on the Rappahannock must be
inactive for some time and could be well employed here. There is still

iinother yiew of it, which is important in its future bearing : The plant-
ers on the Neuse, Tar, and Roanoke have sent large numbers of negroes
into the interior and do not propose to raise a crop for another year.
The Confederacy cannot afford to lose the planting interest, and a bri-

gade judiciously disposed would atford such protection as is necessary
to secure confidence and encourage the farmers to plant. I learn that
Hampton is now idle at Gordonsville, recruiting his horses. He would
^nd more forage in Beaufort, Washington, and Hyde than in the whole
of Virginia, and he would protect the planting interest. Such a man
as Hampton is much needed here ; but if a brigade is needed at Gor-
donsville could not Robertson, with his rangers, who are not partisans,

be swapped for Hampton ? If the latter were in this State the Yan-
kees would hug their gunboats everywhere. To sum up the whole mat-
ter: We need more heavy guns at Wilmington; we need another bri-

gade of infantry to harass the Yankees, to detain their troops from
Oharleston, to protect the planting interest in the rich counties of the

east, and to bring out supplies and conscripts ; we need an efficient

brigade of cavalry to keep the Yankees close shut up in their fortiflca-

tious.

1 hope that you have had the patience to read this long letter, and
that the suggestions will receive your consideration. Whatever weight
jou may attach to them 1 am so impiessed with them myself that I

could not feel satisfied until I had communicated them.
With great respect.

[Indorsements.]

D. H. HILL,
Major-General.

February 27, 1863.

Respectfully referred to the President.

These views strike me as sensible and timely. Would it not be well

to Older another brigade? Perhaps with General Longstreet's force

where it now is General Colston's brigade might be spared from Peters-

burg.
J. A. S.,

Secretary of War.

The brigade now being removed from Goldsborough to a point on the

railroad Irom Petersburg to Suffolk would, with the least derangement

to organization, serve the first purpose. I proposed some time since the

proposed disposition of Hampton's brigade to General Lee, but he dis-

sented. It may be that the views of General Hill will prevail over his

objecrions. It is iwoper to add that that brigade is idle because the
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horses are unfit for immediate service. I have entertained the opinion

expressed as to an attack ou Wilmington, and therefore my recommen-
dation for an increase of heavy guns, especially at Fort Fisher. I am
glad to see that General Hill's attention is directed to procuring supplies

from Eastern North Carolina and to promoting the cultivation of the next
crop. His views are generally approved, and he should by all practi-

cable means be aided and encouraged to execute them. General Long-

street can take care of the routes to and from Suffolk by detachments
from his command.

J. D.

Headquarter s,

Wilmington, N. C, February 23, 1863.

Hon. Jajvies A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Bichmond, Va.

:

Sir : The inadequacy of the armament for the defense of this impor-

tant district has been frequently set forth. The urgent necessities of

other positions threatened by the enemy have divided many of the req-

uisitions intended for this place, and 1 am well aware of the difficulty

of procuring in the present state of our resources a sufficiency of guns
of heavy caliber; but in the mean time can you not give me a battery of

30 or 20 pounder Parrotts for the river defenses? They would be of
great service here, and their mobility would add to their efficiency. I

beg also that, as soon as possible, three 10-inch columbiads and three
7-inch rifles may be sent me. These guns are absolutely necessary to
defend the outer harbor, the point of all others we must endeavor to
keep.

Very respectfully,

W. H. 0. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

[February 24, 1863.—For D. H. Hill to Beauregard, and reply of
March 1, see Series I, Vol. XIV, pp. 789, 798.]

Kent Court-House,
February 24, 1863.

Capt. J. H. Pearce,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

Captain: I deem it proper to report that a deserter from the Yankee
forces, who has just been sent in by Captain Hill, reports that there are
some 6,000 troops at Yorktown and that fresh troops are constantly
being landed tbere. This deserter seems to have passed the cavalry
pickets and fallen in with some of Captain Hill's men. It is proper for
me also to report that there are four cases of small-pox in Captain Hill's
company, who have been placed in hospital near Barhamsville.

E. T. W. DUKE,

[iDdoraement.]
Colonel.

Eespectfully forwarded to Maj. Gen. A. Elzey for his information.
HENEY A. WISE,

Brigadier- General.
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ASHEVLLLE, N. C. February 24, 1863.
[Hon. Zebulon B. Vance:]
Governor : In obedience to your directions so to do, I have made

inquiries and gathered facts such as I could in reference to the shooting
of certain prisoners in Laurel Creek, in Madison County. I have to
report to you that I learned that the militia troops had nothing to do
with what was done in Laurel. Thirteen prisoners, at least, were killed

by order of Lieut. Col. J. A. Keith. Most of them were taken at their
homes, and none of them made resistauce when taken; perhaps some
of them ran. After they were taken prisoners the soldiers took them
off to a secluded place, made them kneel down, and shot them. They
were buried in a trench dug for the purpose. Some two weeks since
their bodies were removed to a grave-yard. I learned that probably 8
of the 13 killed were not in the company that robbed Marshall and other
places. I suppose they were shot on suspicion. I cannot learn the
names of the soldiers who shot them. Some of them shrank from the
barbarous and brutal transaction at first, but were compelled to act.

This is a list of the names of those killed : Elison King (desperate man)

;

Jo Woods (desperate man); Will Shelton, twenty years old (of Pifus);

Aronnata Shelton, fourteen years old (was not at Marshall); James
Shelton (old Jim), about fifty-six years old ; James Shelton, jr., seven-

teen years old; David Shelton, thirteen years old (was not in the raid);

James Madcap, forty years old ; Eod Shelton (Stob Eod) ; David Shelton

(brother of Stob Rod) ; Joseph Cleandon, fifteen or sixteen years old

;

Helen Moore, twenty -five or thirty years old ; Wade Moore, twenty or

twenty-five years old. It is said that those whose names I have so

marked did not go to Marshall. The prisoners were captured on one

Friday and killed the next Monday. Several women were severely

whipped and ropes were tied around their necks. It is said Col. L. M.
Allen was not in command and that Keith commanded. Four pris-

oners are now in jail, sent here, as I learned, by order of General Davis.

These are Sipus Shelton, Isaac Shelton, William Morton, and David
Shelton, son of Sipus. I think the facts stated are about true. One
thing is certain, 13 prisoners were shot without trial or any hearing

whatever and in the most cruel manner. I have no means of compell-

ing witnesses to disclose facts to me, and I do not know that I shall be

able to make a fuller report to Your Excellency at any early day. I

hope these facts will enable you to take such steps as will result in a

more satisfactory development of the true state of the matter.

I am, «&c., yours, truly,
' ' A. S. MEEPJMON.

GoLDSBOROUGH, K. C, February 25, 1863.

[General Whiting:]
General: I have written to the Secretary of War in reference to

heavier armament at Wilmington. A letter from you to me on the same

subject, to be forwarded to him, might be of service. In the mean time

it seems to me that your channel front at Caswell ought to be strength-

ened by the columbiads near town. The exterior works should first be

cared for. Eansom's men ought to be employed in thickening the cur-

tains and completing the circle around town. Evans, too, should be at

work at Sudberry in making that position impregnable. I do not feel

satisfied that the Yankees will not return to Wilmington. They seem

to be demoralized at Charleston, and may try the smaller job by way ot
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encouraging their men, just as they reduced Arkansas Post to get up-

heart for Vicksburg. At any rate, we ought to spare no effort and lose

no time in getting ready. I "have referred the matter of Cogdell's com-

pany to General Daniel.

With great respect,^ '

D. H. HILL,
Major-General.

Headquakteks,
Goldsborough, N. C, February 25, 1863.

The undersigned has been placed in charge of the troops in North

Caroliua. In assumiug command he would address a few words of ex-

hortation to his forces :
.

Soldiers! Your brutal and malignant enemy is putting forth etlorts

unexampled in the history of the world. Having failed to subjugate

you, he is maddened with the thirst for vengeance, and is pushing for-

ward his foreign mercenaries to plunder your property and lay waste

your homes. But his marauding hosts have been so often beaten and

baffled that they are now discouraged and demoralized. Should you be

able to check them everywhere for the next sixty days the 300,000 whose

time expires in May will not re-enlist, and the war will end before July.

Should the scoundrels, however, gain a single substantial success at any

one point the war will be prolonged during the entire administration

of Lincoln. It becomes a solemn duty then to labor and fight during-

the next two months as we have never done before. We must make
the war unpopular with the mercenary vandals of the North by harass-

ing and annoying them. We must cut down to feet by 2 the dimen-

sions of the farms which these i)lunderers propose to appropriate. Tou
will have to endure more hardships and to tight more desperate battles^

than you would have done were your ranks properly filled. Our cities^

towns, and villages are full of young and able-bodied skulkers, wear-

ing the semblance of men, who have dodged from the battle-field under

the provisions of the exemption bill. The scorn of the fair sex and the

contempt of all honorable men have not been able to drive these cow-

ardly miscreants into the ranks, so long as they can fatten upon the

miseries of the country and shelter their worthless carcasses from Yan-
kee bullets ; but they are insensible to shame. But a day of retribu-

tion awaits these abortions of humanity. Their own descendants
will execrate their memory when the finger of scorn is pointed and the

taunt is uttered, " He is the son, or grandson, or great-grandson of an
exempt and extortioner." Do your full duty, soldiers, and leave these

poltroons and villains to the execration of posterity.

All commanding officers are hereby enjoined to furnish the names of

officers and men who distinguish themselves in pitched battles and skir-

mishes. Those so distinguishing themselves will be recommended for

promotion and their names published in the principal papers of their

respective States.

The infantry have to bear the brunt of every battle and to endure
special hardships in every campaign. The postof dangerand of suffering

is the post of honor. If our liberty be ever won it will be due mainly
to the indomitable pluck and sturdy endurance of our heroic infantry.

The Confederate artillery has behaved most nobly, and the wonder ia

that with inferior guns and ammunition it has been able to cope suc-
cessfully with the splendid armament of the enemy. It has been a mis-
take, however, to contend with the Yankee artillery. Eeserve your
fire, as at Fredericksburg, for the masses of infantry, and do not with-



Chap.XXX.j correspondence, ETC. CONFEDERATE. 895

draw your guns just when they are becoming effective. It is glorious
to lose guns by fighting them to the last ; it is disgraceful to save them
by retiring early from the fight.

The cavalry constitute the eyes and ears of the army. The safety of
the entire command depends upon their vigilance and the faithfulness
of their reports. The oflQcers and men who permit themselves to be
surprised deserve to die, and the commanding general will spare no
efforts to secure them their deserts. Almost equally criminal are the
scouts who through fright bring in wild and sensational reports. They
will be court-martialed for cowardice. Many opportuuities will be
afforded to the cavalry to harass the enemy, cut oft' his supplies, drive
in his pickets, &c. Those who have never been in battle will thus be
enabled to enjoy the novel sensation of listening to the sound of hostile
shot and shell, and those who have listened a great way off will be
allowed to come some miles nearer, and compare the sensation caused
by the distant cannonade with that produced by the rattle of mus-
ketry.

D. H. HILL,
Major-General.

State of North Carolina, Executive; Department,
Baleigh, N. C, February 25, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War

:

Sir : I had the honor some three weeks or a month ago to address
you respectfully, asking the removal of a lot of broken-down cavalry
horses from the northwestern counties of this State, of General Jenkins'

command, which were devouring the substance of a people threatened
with famine. I have not had the pleasure of receiving a reply to that

letter. I beg leave to inform you that their depredations are still con-

tinued and that they have become not only a nuisance but a terror to

the community, and to inclose you a letter* from Colonel Forkner, of

Seventy-third North Carolina Militia, giving evidence of their behavior.

With every possible disposition to aid in the support of the army, I

have the strongest reasons conceivable—the existence of my own peo-

ple—for declining to permit those horses to remain in that section of

the State. When the question of starvation is narrowed down to women
and children on the one side and some worthless cavalry horses on the

other I can have no difl&culty in making a choice. Unless they are re-

moved soon I shall be under the painful necessity of calling out the

militia of adjoining counties and driving them from the State. I hope,

however, to be spared such a proceeding.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Z. B. VANCE.

KiCHMOND, Va., February 25, 1863.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstrbet,
Petersburg, Va. :

You are, by special orders, this day assigned to the command of the

department recently made vacant by the resignation of Maj. Gen. G.

W. Smith.
S. COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector General

"Not found.
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Headquarters, Felruary 26, 1863.

General E. E. Lee, Fredericksburg, Va.

:

The following is just from General Pryor

:

Scouta iust in report arrivals of transports daily. Number now estimated at 50,000.

GraduaDy moving up tlie river. Persons from Norfolk report Hooker at Fort Monroe.

My scout reports the force at Newport News at 40,000 or 50,000, but

has none of the other items.
JAMES LONGSTEBET,

Lieutenant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina,
Petersburg, Va., February 26, 1863.

In obedience to authority from the War Department the undersigned

hereby assumes command of this department. Department headquar-

ters are for the present established at this point, to which all reports

will be directed. The following-named officers are announced as com-

posing the general staff, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly:

Mai. G. M. Sorrel, assistant adjutant-general; Maj. Thomas J. Goree

and Lieut. E. W. Blackwell, aides-decamp ; Majs. J. W. Fairfax and O.

Latrobe, inspectors-general; Maj. S. P. Mitchell, chief quartermaster;

Maj. E. J. Moses, chief commissary of subsistence ; Maj. Thomas Wal-

ton, commissary of subsistence ; Lieut. Col. P. T. Manning, chief of

ordnance ; Surg. J. S. D. Cullen, medical director ; Surg. E. Barksdale,

medical inspector ; Col. J. B. Walton, chief of artillery ; Capt. J. H.

Manning, signal officer.

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquarters,
Wilmington^ N. G., February 27, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Goldslorough, N. C.

:

My Dear General: I have sent one 10-inch columbiad to Fort

Caswell. I may also send the one now mounted at the city. I wrote

to the Secretary some days since with regard to armament. They are

no doubt fuUy aware of the necessities of this place, which I have earn-

estly endeavored to set forth ever since I was assigned to this command.
Please write to the Governor and urge the speedy sending here of 600

or 600 negroes. I have spoken and written to him about it. I have
moved Evans' brigade to camp near Masonborough. Faison's regi-

ment, of Eansom's [brigade], occupies Harrison's lines at Sudberry's,

and another regiment Stevens' lines on northeast. The remaining three

regiments are south of the city, outside the Greenfield Pond. I send
you a letter* from my man Sharp, whom I keep in front as my "cav-
alry." It contains some interesting information. Evans had an under-
ground communication with New Berne. I presume Daniel may have
the same. There was a battery of four 20-pounder Parrotts at Golds-
borough, for which, or a similar one, I applied. It would make a for-

midable addition to our means of defense, especially on the river, from
its mobility. I do not know whether you have it now or not. It was
General Smith's intention to send it to me.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

' Not found.
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Wilmington, N. C, February 27, 1863.
Hon. James A. Seddon,

Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.

:

SiK: I think it necessary in the present aspect of matters on this
<;oast to have another brigade. It should be placed in Brunswick
County. If the attack should be made definitely on Charlostou it can
be readily thrown to re-enforce General Beauregard. With it shonM
be sent a battery of long-range guns. The field batteries in my com
mand are very indifierent, being mostly G-pounders, smooth, and 113-

l)Ounder howitzers. A cavalry force in Brunswick would also be oC
great service. It is reported that the enemy make boat expeditions
about the inlets (Shallotte and, Little River), to attack the steamers
running the blockade. They are armed with the Dahlgren boat how-
itzer, and it is said some of these have captured the Wave Queen, with
a very valuable cargo of saltpeter and powder. I am not certain of the
truth of this for I do not see how row-boats can take a steamer at sea

;

but it may be so. Foster has certainly left New Berne on his way from
Washington to Port Koyal. I have information that he impressed and
carried with him all the pilots he could get in Beaufort, N. (J., familiar

with the North Carolina coast. This is ominous, and the design may
be that, having failed to surprise Charleston, they may attempt this as

the weakest place, as after their Vicksburg failure they went to Arkan-
sas Post. The moment any heavy guns can be sent me I hope they
will be forwarded with dispatch. My armament is sadly inadequate.

Very respectfully,

W. n. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

State of North Carolina, Executive Department,
Raleigh, N. C, February 27, 1863.

Brigadier-General Davis, Knoxville, Tenn. :

General : In my last letter to you I referred to a report that a number
of prisoners taken on Laurel had been shot in cold blood, and expressed

the hope it might not prove true. I fear, however, that it is even worse

than was first reported. I beg leave to ask your attention to the copy

inclosed of a part of a letter* from A. S. Merrimon, esq., attorney for the

State in that district, and to respectfully request you to make inquiry

into the truth of the statements within, with a view to proceedings

against the guilty parties. While expressing again my thanks for the

prompt aid rendered by your command in quieting the troubles in that

region, I cannot reconcile it to my sense of duty to pass by in silence

such cruel and barbarous conduct as is alleged to have characterized a

portion of them, and more especially as the officers mentioned are citi-

zens of this State.

Very respectfuUv, your obedient servant,
•' ^ '

Z. B. VANCE.

State of North Carolina, Executive Department.,
Raleigh, N. C, February 28, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon, Secretary of War:

SiK : Some six months sincea disturbance occurred in Madison County,

North Carolina, near the Tennessee border, by some disloyal persons cap-

* See p. 881 ; see also p. 893. ^
57 K E—vol xvin
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turiug the little county town and seizing a lot of salt and other plunder.

Au armed force was promptly sent from Knoxville, under command of

General Davis, to suppress the insurrection, which was accomplished

before the local militia could get there, though ordered out immediately.

But in doing so a degree of cruelty and barbarity was displayed, shock-

ing and outrageous in the extreme, on the part ofLieut. Col. J. A. Keith,

Sixty-fourth North Carolina Troops, who seems to have been in com-

mand, and to have acted in this respect without orders from his superiors,

so far as I can learn. I beg leave to ask you to read the inclosed letter*

(copy) from A. S. Merrimon, State's attorney for that judicial district,

which you will see discloses a scene of horror disgraceful to civilization.

1 desire you to have proceedings instituted at once against this ofBcer,

who, if the half be true, is a disgrace to the service and to North Oato-

lina. You may depend upon the respectability and fairness of Mr. Mer-

rimon, who made an investigation ofacially by my order. I l»ave also

written General Davis.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Z.B.VANCE.

Headquarters,
Petersburg, Ya., February 28, 1863,

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Goldsborough, N. G.

:

General : From the reports that we have of the enemy's strength at

and near New Berne it would seem practicable for us to concentrate from
Wilmington and your forces and cut the New Berne garrison off from
the sea-coast. Please have this in your mind and collect such informa-

tion on the subject as may be useful, and at the same time make such
other arrangements for such an expedition as may be necessary, but let

no one know that you have anything of the kind in view. We should
make every eflbrt to get supplies from the counties near the enemy's
position. I hope that you will collect all information upon the subject
of supplies also. I hope to be able to make you a visit soon, but hope
that you will send me all the information in the mean time. The cavalry
was ordered to Bertie for the purpo se of getting supplies as much as for
any other purpose. If the cavalry is particularly important where it is

it can remain for the present. Pickett's and Hood's divisions, of my
corps, are here. The enemy is reported quite strong at Newport News,
but no present indications of active operations.

I remain, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters,
Fredericlcsburg, Va., February 28, 1863.

lieut. Gen. James Longstreet,
Commanding North Carolitia Department:

General: I have received your letter of the 24th t and dispatch of
25th. t I have as yet heard of but three army corps of General Hooker's
army descending the Potomac. A scout who has been on the river for
the last ten days reports on the 26th that everything has been quiet on

"Seep. 893. t Not found.
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the Potomac during tbe past week, only two or three steamers pass-
ing up and down during the day. jSTumerous sail vessels with large
amount of hay descended. From the number and size of transports he
estimates that from 15,000 to 20,000 troops have descended the river
since the 9th. The army in front of us is still very strong, compactly
located along the railroad from Falmouth to Aquia, with cavalry on
either flank, extending from river to river. It is now so diflicult to get
lu or out of his lines that I had to send Fitz Lee's cavalry to force an
entrance. With 400 men he broke through 5 miles north of Falmouth,
found them in strong force, fell upon their camps, and brought off 150
prisoners, including 5 commissioned and 10 non-commissioned officers.
Major Moses took his departure yesterday.
1 will give directions about Hood's guns, if they have not gone.
Make them take care of all the horses.

With great respect-, your obedient servaut,

E. E. LEE,
General.

HEADQUAKTERS,
WilmiHgton, N. C, February 28, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.

:

Sir: The chief object I propose to gain in my application for a bat-
tery of 30-pounder or 20-pounder Parrotts and for a brigade to occupy
BruDSwick County is to strengthen Fort Caswell, always the weakest
point in the system of defenses here. Its inherent weakness, that is due
to its construction and armament, 1 am endeavoring to overcome by in-

creasing its defenses and its armament as fast as our means will permit.

A memoir detailing the design and progress of these works will be
shortly submitted for your information. But its isolated position, cut
off as it is from relief from the mainland, renders necessary the establish-

ment of interior positions to arrest, at any rate materially to delay, the

advance of the enemy beyond gaining an entrance, supposing him to

succeed in reducing the fort. For this jiurpose, in addition to the very
few guns I am able to command for permanent location on the Smithville

Bluff, there are no better means than those proposed—a good battery of

four or six Parrotts, supported by a column of troops able to make a

formidable resistance to an attempt at lodgment on the main. Such an
attempt would undoubtedly be the first object of the enemy should they

succeed in entering the outer harbor. It would furnish them with a

depot. They would strongly fortify it. It would give them a base for

future operations exceedingly embarrassing to us, and would effectually

prevent any possibility of relief to Caswell. The facibty with which

such a battery might be moved to different points commanding the an-

chorage or tlie channels, and its well-known effect upon steamers and
transports would give at the smallest outlay the greatest available ac-

cession to our strength. I know no position where such a battery is

more needed. Nothing that is possible to procure should be omitted in

endeavoring to preserve the outer harbor from the enemy. I have di-

rected tbe construction of lines to repel landings and cover these guns

in their field of operations, a work which has heretofore only been post-

poned, partly from works of perhaps more immediate necessity and

jiartly from the small-pox pestilence which has raged in that vicinity.

The troops required are necessary in addition to-what I already have,
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my force not been large enough to divide. In this connection I refer to

my letters to your predecessor of November last and to my correspond-

ence with Major-General Smith, in which the necessity of a covering or

movable column of troops is fully set forth. Will you please to submit

these considerations to the President ? I shall shortly be able to for-

ward for his information maps and sketches which will show the whole

system of defense for this important post.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

Headqtjaetees,
Petersburg, Va., February 28, 1803.

General S. Coopek,
Adjutant and Inspector General

:

General: I wrote several days ago asking for generals of cavalry.

General Robertson, now commanding the cavalry in tins department,

was sent here to organize and instruct it. He was not deemed a very

efficient officer in the field and was therefore relieved from duty with

the Army of Northern Virginia. The cavaky is now considered iji

proper condition for field service, and could be used to great advantage,

in proper hands, in getting supplies from North Carolina in and near

the enemy's lines. I write to you upon the subject again, in order that

the Department may fully understand the importance of having the

cavalry in proper hands, and to renew my recommendation of General

Ransom for promotion to the cavalry. It may be important, too, that

we should act promptly if we hope to collect any great quantity of the

•supplies in Eastern North Carolina.

1 am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMBS LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General.

Abstract from Field ICeturn of Troops commanded hij Maj. Gen. S. G. French, for Fehruar;/

23, 18G3.

Forces on Elackwater
Tweiity-Dintb ItesimeBt Virginia Volnnteers .

Moseley'M artillery battalion
,

Uradlord'H battery
Slurilivant'fl battery
Confederate Gnard
Uar^^rove J51u-'s

Moise'fl cavalry company
Si'.'nal Corps.

Treaent for
duty.

318
30
8

3

3

3

3

Camp paroled priBODCra '.'.'..'.'.'.'.'.
.'.'.'.'.'.V.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'^ 14

Grand total
| 394

, . „ I

i, 823
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Abstract from Report of the Troops of the District of the Cape Fear, commanded by Brig.
Geiu W, B. C. Whttivg, for February^ 1863.

Command.

Brigadier-General Evans' brijjade
liriiraclier-Genoral Kansora'a brigade
Yovtn Caswell, Fisbcr, Johnson, and Saint Philip (twouty-ono
companies).

City and livcr defenses (one battalion and three companies)-.
Tlnci' unfittiu'lied companies
Tliiid IJattalJun North Carolina Artillery ......V..
l'"(iuv li;;ht battel ies
TItrce companies of cavalry
Signal CoTpa
Uiid^c guard

Crand total

Present for
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Wau Department, C. S. A.,
Bichmond, Va., March 1, 1863.

His Excellency Zebulon B. Vance,
Governor of Worth Carolina :

Sir : I regret to learn from your letter of tlie 25tli ultimo that such
serious opposition is entertained by you to the continuance of the horses
of a portion of General Jenkins' command in the western counties of
North Carolina. I had commended your previous letter to the attention
of the general commanding that department with the hope that the evil

complained of would be inquired into, and, if found remediable, would
be corrected. Doubtless it has been continued only from the necessity
of the case. The truth is, that the large number of cavalry in the mount-
ainous regions of East Tennessee and Virginia could not be subsisted
there duriog the winter, and it was deemed imperatively necessary that
most of the men should be dismounted and the horses sent to more dis-

tant regions, less exhausted by being ravaged or drained by the strug-
gling armies, for subsistence and i^reparation for the approaching cam-
paign. It was supposed, and indeed strongly represented, that the
counties on the eastern slopes of the mountains in North Carolina would
afford abundant supplies and early pasturage for them, and that benefit
would result from sending them there, not only to the horses, but to the
people around, in affording them a market for their surplus grain and
forage. Only a moderate number, however, were sent there, and more
were scattered about in the various more distant counties of Virginia,
along the valley and mountainous districts. Complaints similar to those
addressed to you have come up from various counties of this State, where
they have been collected, for the products of the last season were scant
almost everywhere, and some irregularities are but too apt to occur with
the rather irregular and partially disciplined cavalrymen sent with the
horses. But our authorities have been content with the effort to redress
them by appeal to the officers or commanding generals, and no efibrt has
been made or intimated of a purpose to expel them by force. They are,
it will be recollected, not, as Your Excellency supposes, broken-down
horses, nor can they be considered as Virginia cavalry, though lately en-
gaged in that State. They are horses of the cavalry'of the Confederate
States, engaged for the common defense, as well for North Carolina as
for every other State, and placed where they are to preserve them in a
state of efficiency for our further struggles in a common cause. I trust
therefore Your Excellency will forbear from any forcible expulsion of
them, should their still longer stay be deemed indispensable. Your let-
ter, however, shall be sent to the general commanding the department
where these horses were sent, and his attention especially invoked to
your remonstrances.

With high esteem, very truly, yours,

J. A. SEDDOK,
Secretary of War.

Headquarters,
I'ctersburg, Va., March 1, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Goldshoroitgh, N. C. :

General: Your letter of the 25th is this instant received. Your
views are almost precisely those that I wrote you two or three days ago.
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I do not kuow that I expressed the idea that a forward movement would
be a diversion in favor of Charleston, but I had it in my mind. I will

send orders to General Whiting to prepare himself to rc-enforce you, say
4,000 men. This, with the cavalry and what you have, ought to run
your force up to 14,000 or 15,000 men. At least this is my calculation.
With this force I think you could cut the railroad behind New Berne
and probably force the enemy out to fight. From here, though, it looks
as if most of the cavalry could operate to greater advantage on the
north side of the river, so that we can forage at the same time that the
forces are displayed in front of the enemy's works. General Whiting
might bring you 5,000 men, 1 should think, but I cannot promise so
many until I am better posted. If there is a chance of doing anything
we should not be idle. We are much more likely to succeed by operat-
ing ourselves than by lying still to await the enemy's time for thorough
preparation before he moves upon us. I have been conflned with a
terribly sore throat since I have been here, but hope to be out in a few
days more, when I shall make a visit to your headquarters. In the
mean time please make your preparations quietly for a forward move-
ment. Cannot you persuade the good people in charge of the railroads

to work a little more and with more system, in order that freight, &c.,

can be brought through promptly? Our people have been so ac-

customed to have all kinds of labor at their hands that they seem at a
loss for resources when emergencies arise. " Where there is a will

there is a way" of overcoming all human obstacles. It is left for us to

find it out. All suggestions are thankfully received, and as I know
that all of your ideas are good you need not hesitate about expressing

them.
I remain, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquaetees,
Petersburg, Va., March 1, 18G3.

General R. E. Lee,
Fredericksburg, Va.

:

General : Tour letter of the 28th is received. I shall keep you ad-

vised of matters here that you may, by comparing notes, satisfy your-

self of the enemy's position, &c. I shall be guided by the information

that I may receive from you of the enemy's movements more than by

what I hear here, for the present at all events. The force now here I

think quite sufBcient to overcome that of the enemy at any time that

I may be able to meet him, and shall act accordingly until I find that

he is moving additional troops from your front. I do not think, how-

ever, that he will withdraw any force that he now holds in your front,

but may possibly send back the force now at Newport News. De-

serters, however, report that this force is intended to operate in North

Carolina.
I remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General.

P. S.—I have parties on each bank of the river to watch the force at

Newport News.
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Headqxiaetees,
Wilmington, N. C, March 2, 1SG3.

Hon. JAJVIES A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Bichmond, Va.

:

SiE : If it is not practicable to seud me the heavy Parrott gnus lately

requested may I uot have a field battery of 12-i)onnder Parrotts or other

rifled guus, for the purpose specified in my previous letters on this mat-

ter? I should like to hav« Reilly's, botli iroui the skill of that ofacer,

his thorough acquaintance with the country (especially the locality in

which he would operate), and tlie quality of his guns. The matter of

the brigade asked for is becoming daily more important. My informa-

tion from the enemy's lines confirms my opinion heretofore expressed

that the Abolitionists, having utterly failed to surprise Charleston, and

[being] very unwilling to attempt it, believing it almost impregnable,

will endeavor to move against some weaker point. Unless Hunter

should overrule Foster and try Savannah they must come here. I do

not see that they would gain much, even should they take Savannah,

since they already hold the port of that city and Fort Pulaski, while

they might lose a great deal. At any rate, should they come here, the

attack this time would be from the southward, that is. Cape Fear and

the Frying-Pan Shoals. A corresponding advance by land from New
Berne, as at first designed, would be supported by fresh troops drawn
from the North. The fact of Foster's taking with him all the North

Carohna pilots he could find especially marks this place as the point

selected, I urged it as essential to our success that I should be provided

with a brigade, to be placed on the south side of the river. All the time

they give me is devoted to strengthening Fort Caswell, the weakest point

in the system. The proposed disposition would greatly strengthen it.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

Headquaeteks,
Wilmington, N. C, March 2, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding, (tc, Goldsborough, iV". G.

:

My Deae Geneeal: I quite agree with you that the Yankees, hav-
ing failed to surprise Charleston and finding it very strong, will make an
attempt on some weaker point. That will be undoubtedly Wilmington,
unless Hunter should object and overrule Foster. The latter's carrying
off the North Carolina i^ilots with him to Port Eoyal is ominous as to

this. I have received notice that a 10-inch columbiad is started from
Richmond for me and another will soon be sent. Please to hurry them
through. Time now is all-important. Cannot you stir me up some
labor—negro labor! I need very much fully 500, not so much for the
city as for Caswell, Smithfield, and Fisher. I have applied to the Sec-
retary for another brigade. In my opinion now, the attack coming
as it will from the southward, it is essential that a brigade be sta-

tioned in Brunswick County, to maneuver against any attempt to land,
and it is especially in case of any of their vessels passing Caswell that I
need both the troops and a battery of Parrott guns. My field batteries
are very defective, being mostly smooth-bores and howitzers. This is

\ ery important, and I trust you will give the matter all the aid in yonr
l)o\ver. A brigade might, I think, readily be spared from about Rich-
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inond. The negro force lately raised and armed about New Berne lias

been, as I bear, disarmed, in consequence of disagreement on tbe sub-
ject between Stanly and Lincoln.

With great respect, yours,
W. H. 0. WHITING,

Brigadier- Genera I.

Headquarters,
Pctershurfj, la., March 2, 1SC3.

General G. T. Beauregard,
Gommanduuj, Charleston, 8. C:

General: Scouting parties just come in from around New Berne
report that General Foster, on bis way back to Charleston, took with
bini pilots for Cape Fear River and North Carolina inlet.s. The scouts
also report that tlie Yankees think Charleston impregnable. In conse-

quence of this General Whiting anticipates a return of General Foster's

lorce and an attack at Wilmington. The difliculty between Generals
Hunter and Foster may have induced General Foster to advise against
Hunter's attack, and possibly may have induced the United States Gov-
ernment to change the point of attack. This difdculty, I think, insures

your victoi-y if the attack is made. When generals quarrel their troops
will not fight; that is, they will not fight a severe battle. I hojje that

you will keep your eye upon Foster, and advise me if he should turn

around and come back to his first love. I hope, though, that you may
jiave your oi)portnnity, for I am quite satisfied that you will be able to

beat back any attack that may be made upon you.

I remain, very respectfully and sincerely, youi's,

JAMES LONG STREET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquarters,
Petersbm-g, Va., March 2, 1863.

Maj. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Wilmington, N. C. :

General: I desire that you will make preparations for sending the

half of your force and as many mare as can be spared from Wilmington

garrison to re-enforce Major-General Hill for foraging service. If your

services may be spared ti-om Wilmington I would like to have you on

this service also, as some important service may grow out of it. Please

make vour arrangements as quietly as possible, giving no one an indi-

cation "that any serious service is expected. Advise me as early as pos-

sible of the force that you can send or take out.

I remain, sir, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMBS LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General.

l\ s. If your forts in the harbor are not ordered to be held at all

hazards and for all time up to starvation, such orders should be given

ill writing. If operations should become extensive in North Carolina

it may at'some time be necessary to abandon Wilmington for a time to

operate elsewhere; but if we hold the harbor we can at any time retake

tlie city. I do not know anything of the plan of defenses, and have

taken it for granted that the harbor defenses are independent of those

of the city, &c. I'urther orders will be sent before a movement is made.
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Headquaetees,
Petersburg, Va., March 3, 1863.

lu reference to the inclosed letter* of General R. A. Pryor, and which
the lieutenant-general has referred to me, I have to remark: General K.
A. Pryor was sent by me to the Blackwater, as desired by General G.W.
Smith. A considerable force was then on this line, under a most able
officer, who had twice repulsed the enemy in force when he attempted
to cross the river. I allude to Col. C. Leventhorpe. When the enemy
began to assemble a force at New Berne in December last I found
it obligatory to withdraw all the North Carolina regiments from the
Blackwater, and on January 5 last left Petersburg to take command
of them for the defense of Wilmington. A few days previous to this

General Colston arrived at this place with a brigade. I directed him to

proceed with all his command (except one regiment), and dispose of it

for the defense of the line on the Blackwater, and to leave the brigade
there under the immediate command of General Pryor, and that he
should then return and remain iu Petersburg during my absence. He
was to defend the James, Blackwater, and Weldon while I was near
Wilmington. After the sailing of the enemy from Beaufort, and when
dis])osing of the troops, I ordered General J. E. Davis, with his brigade,
to the Blackwater, and on my arrival here, as will be seen by the inclosed
order,* sent General Colston to command these two brigades and the
line of the Blackwater. General Pryor was under General Colston all

the time since I left here, and the only change is General Colston has
moved down on the line. General Pryor still has the command of a full

brigade, just as he had before. Had General Colston gone down and
taken his own brigade it would have left General Pryor without a com-
'nand. But he does not, and leaves his own brigade under General
Pryor as he did in the first instance. And I do not think General Pryor
has any cause of complaint. He came here without any troops, and he
now has the command of Colston's brigade just as he has had for the
last two months. I cannot say that General Pryor has been super-
seded in command. It was necessary to send there a second brigade,
and with that increased force General Colston was sent as the imme-
diate commander of the line of the Blackwater and of both brigades.
One of the bridges referred to was built by Colonel French, and a
second one I directed Colonel Claiborne to build. As regards supplies
they have been always directed to be drawn from the enemy's lines.
During the summer, pork could not well be cured, and it was not until
after General Pryor went down there that the farmers commenced kill-
ing hogs. Indeed, they were not then in condition to kill and the
weather was too warm.

S. G. FRENCH,
Major- General.

HeADQUAETERS AEMY op NoETHEEN VrEGINIA,
March 3 [30], 1863.

Lieut. Gen. James Longsteeet,
Commanding, &c., Petersburg, Ta.:

Geneeal : Tour letter of the 27th has been received.! I have heard
nothiiif, of the Sixth Army Corps being united with the Ninth. Reports
from onr scouts on the Lower Potomac as late as the 28th instant give
no inuicdtion of a movement of troops from Aquia. On the contrary it
is stated that within the last fortnight re-enforcements have been re-

* Not found.
f See p. 944.
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ceived. At that time there were not more than five or six steamers at
Aqrifa and Potomac Creeks, and the number of vessels and transports
passing up the Potomac is reported to be less than usual. I fear that
the enemy, by a systematic propagation of falsehood, has been able to
deceive us, and that the report of troops from Newport JSTews going to
North Carolina was purposely spread to conceal their movement west.
The weather here is so bad as to preclude any military movement, and
the enemy's pickets are so closely posted on their right, being within
50 steps of each other, that our scouts find it impossibl-e to get within
their lines, and we have to rely upon citizens, who are easily gulled.
The ground is again covered with snow and a northeast rain is prevail-

ing. The enemy's positions in North Carolina have always appeared to

me to be taken for defense, and if driven from them they can easily

escape to their gunboats. Unless therefore they will come out into the
eouutry I do not know how you can advantageously get at them. You
will probably find Sufiblk fortified as New Berne is. If the line you
propose, cutting the Blackwater near Mayfield, is necessary to enable
you to draw supplies from the counties east of the Chowan it becomes
important, as those supplies are necessary to us. But except to draw
provisions from North Carolina at this distance I do not see that you
can accomplish much. You need not, however, be restrained by my
operations, as at present I can do nothing. I cannot advance and the

enemy will not, though all reports agree that he is ready to cross the
Rappahannock and waits only for the weather. I fear you can exjDCCt

no co-operation from the Navy, cor do I know that they can give any,

as boats are not of a character to contend with the enemy's ironclads.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. E. XjEE,
General.

Headquaeteks,
Fetershurg, Va., March 4, 186.3.

General S. Coopeb,
Adjutant and Inspector General

:

General : I have the honor to send herewith a dispatch just received

from Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill. General Hill thinks, from the information

that he has received, that the enemy may abandon his attack upon
Charleston and concentrate for an attack upon Wilmington. In view

of this I suggest that General Beauregard be advised to send back the

forces to Wilmington, should he find the enemy moving back to that

point. It is possible tliat the disaffection in the ranks of the enemy
may force him to make some such effort. I shall not have the force to

resist it without re-enforcements from Charleston. I shall leave for

Goldsborough om the 6th if the intelligence is confirmed. Burnside's

force must have been drawn from Newport News, but we have no infor-

mation of a movement from that point.

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- Getieral.

Headquaetees,
Wilmington, N. C, March i, 1863.

Lieutenant-Gencral Longsteeet,
Commanding Department, Petersburg, Va. :

Geneeal : I have received your letter of the 2d instant. From your

postscript I i)erceive you are not acquainted with this vicinity and the
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relations wbicli subsist between the city, the outer harbor, the defenses,
imd the interior. I earnestly beg you, before taking any such action as
your letter indicates, to refer to my corresi)ondence with the War De-
partment and with Major-General Smith, in which this matter is fully
set forth, and that you will refer to the Secretary. So far from consid-
ering myself able to spare troops from here 1 have applied for and
oarnestlj- urged that another brigade be sent liere immediately. The
works here are by no means completed and I need the services of every
man I can raise. This necessity is so well understood that when the at-

tack on Charleston was imminent the troops sent from here to re-enforce
General Beauregard were immediately replaced by order of the Secretary,
information received from the enemy's lines leads me to think that they
iiave by no means abandoned their designs on this place, of so vital im-
l)ortance to the Confederacy. Major-General Uill informs me that his
s]>ies re])ort the arrival of Burnside and a very heavy force at jSTew Berne,
^line report that Foster has returned. I send out again to-day for
further information, of which I will give you immediate notice.

With great respect, your obedient servant,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier-General, (Jommnndiny.

Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia and ISTortii Carolina,
Petersburg, 17/., March 4, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, Ac. :

(Jeneral : General Longstreet desires a work constructed on the
.lames Kiver for a field battery of four or six guns, of which some are
-'O-pouiider Parrotts. He has no engineer ofticer at present serving
with him aud asks that you will send yours to select a suitable point
somewhere in the vicinity of Fort Powhatan. As soon as the site is
chosen if your oflicer will report at this office he will be furnished with
such working details as he will require for a rapid prosecution of the
work.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. IVIOXLEY SORREL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

,, . ^ Petersburg, Ya., Marcli 4, 18G3.
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,

Commanding, &c., Goldshorougli, Jf. C. :

Yours of 2d received. If the information contained therein be con-
hrmed the general will start to join you on the Gth instant. He asks
you to keep Inm promptly advised by telegraph of any confirmation or
additional inforniatiou.

G. MOXLEY SORREL,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

March 5, ]S(».—For correspondence between Longstreet and Beau-
;ar(l, see Series I, Vol. XIV, p. 810.1



Chap. XXX,] COEKESPONDENCE, ETC. CONFEDERATE. 90!J

Headquakteks,
Petersburg^ Va.^ March 5, 1803.

General S. Coopee,
Adjutant and Inspector General:

General: Maj. Geu. D. II. Hill reports a laif^ciorcoUimling at New
Eeriie, X. G. This force must be part of the eoniiiiand intended for the
attack upon GLarlestoii, which seems to have been abandoned.

I inclose herewith a letter* from Brigadier-General Whiting, com-
manding at Wilmington, lie is anxious to have his armament in-

creased, as also bis laboring force. I hope that the Department may
do all that is in its power to give him the aid that he desires.

I remain, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General.

lliCHMOND, Va., March 5, 1863.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstrbet,
Petersburg, Ya. :

General: The President desires that the troops which were drawn
from Generals Samuel Jones' and H. Marshall's comniands in Western
Virginia should be returned to these commands, and that the brigade

of General Joe
f
J. li.] Davis, which moved a short time since from

Goldsborough, N. G., to the Blackwater in "S'irginia should be returned

to Goldsborough. You will please issue the necessary orders in these

cases.

Verv, respectfully, &c.,
S. GOOPEK,

Adjutant and Inspector General.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Ya., March ."», 18G3.

nis Excellency Zebulon 1j. Vance,
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, iV. 6'. .•

Sir : I have received your letter of the 2Sth ultimo, in reference to

the conduct of Lieut. Gol. J. A. Keith, Sixty-fourth North Carolina

Eegiment, and have directed General [D. S.] Donelson, commanding

at Knoxville, to investigate the matter and report the facts, to the

Department.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

•'
'

^
J. A. SBDDON,

Secretary of War.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept. Virginia and N. Carolina,

jfo^ 3<j_ (
Petersburg, Va., March 5, 1803.

^ '

* * * * * »

II Jenkins' brigade is relieved from farther duty with Major-General

Pickett's division ^and will proceed to the Blackwater and relieve the

brigade of Brig. Gen. E. E. Colston.
. , ,

III. Bri"-. Geu. E. E. Colston, with his brigade, is assigned tempora-

' Sco p. 904.
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rily to Major-General Pickett's division and will report accordingly ou

be'iiJg relieved by Geueral [M.] Jenkins.

IV. The Fifty-fifth North Carolina Troops is relieved from duty with

Colston's brigade and is temporarily assigned to the brigade com-

manded by Brig. Gen. J. R. Davis.
«

Bv command of Lieutenant-General Longstreet:
•*

G. MOXLEY SORREL,
Assistant Adjxitant- General.

Headquakters,
Fetersburfj, Va., March [April]* 6, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of ^Yar

:

Sir : I desire to cross the Blackwater on Saturday for the purpose

of driving the enemy into his intrenchments at Suffolk while we draw

out the supplies of subsistence and quartermaster's stores from the

counties east of that river. If the Navy Department can co-operate

with us we may be able to capture Suffolk and its garrison. All that

I desire at present is that such vessels as may be ready pass the ob-

structions, so that they may be able to join us in case it should find

a fiivorable opportunity for them. I believe that there is but one iron-

clad of the euemy in the James River. If this is the case I presume that

we could with onr vessels and batteries on the river bank drive the

enemy off, cut off any re-enforcements, and possibly capture the gar-

rison.

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant-G eneral, Commanding.

Hdqrs. Dept. Virginia and North Carolina,
Petersburg, Fa., March G, 18C3.

Ma j. Gen. Arnold Elzey, Richmond, Va.

:

General : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your note of

the 5th instant, in reference to the proposed movement ou Suffolk,

(jeneral Longstreet left last night for Goldsborough, to be absent a few
days. Your communication will be forwarded to him by this evening's
mail.

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedieiit servant,
G. MOXLEY SORREL,

Assistant Adjutant-General.'

Headquarters, ^Yilmington, N. C, Murcli, 0, ISGo.

Maj. Gen. D. n. Hill,
Commanding, die, Goldsborough, N. C. :

Gi neral: The Wliitworth guns are all we havetodeiiend on to keoj)

the liiockaders at sucli a distance as will enable the steamers to rnn the
bUickade. One is at [Fort] Caswell, one at Fort Fisher, and one about
5 miles above [Fort] Fisher, on the beach. We have now four British
and one Confederate steamer in port daily expecting to leave, and
several steamers are expected to arrive. We have had an engagement

* Misplaced.
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with the euemy over each one of these vessels, the eiieiiij's sloops of war
fiercely attacking the forts while their smaller vessels attempt to cut
off the steamers. This has happened at both forts. Without the dis-
position alluded to at Fort Fisher we should have loist the Cornubia
inevitably three days ago. She had been thrice cbased oft' the coast
and became short of coal; runnins into the land at Masonboronuli she
communicated with Colonel Lamb, and the disposition beill^ offered,
boldly made for the bar, a fleet of live vessels firing into her. " Slie liad
the most valuable cargo of powder and arms she has yet brought. Un-
der these circumstances, unless for a matter of greater and ])ress)ng im-
portance, I should not like to take the responsibility of detacliing the
gnu from the coast defense. What is this expedition of which you
speak? General Longstreet wrote me something about it, but wanted
me to send off half my force and half my garrisons.

With great respect, your obedient servant,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarteks Akmy of Noktheen Virginia,
March 7, 1863.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet,
Commanding Department of North Carolina, &c.

:

General: I have received your letters of the 4th and 5th instant.

I have as yet seen nothing to indicate a change ot purpose in the enemy
to attack Charleston. If Wilmington is their object, as supposed by
General Whiting, it will be disclosed by the return of their mailed gun-
boats and army. General Beauregard will no doubt communicate the
withdrawal of the enemy from his department, and then, as soon as pos-

sible, if Wilmington should be pointed at, our troops should be drawn
to that point. 1 see that General Foster has returned to New Berne,

but, as far as I can learn, without his troops. I supposed this might be

in consequence of his disagreement with General Hunter, and that

leaving his forces with the latter officer was an additional sign that the

attack on Charleston or Savannah was not abandoned. General Burn-

side was reported a few days since to be in Washington City. As far

as I can form an opinion only three corps have been sent from General

Hooker's army to Newport News, and by the last reports they were still

there and the indications showed that they did not contemplate an im-

mediate departure. I have estimated their force at 21,000. All of our

scouts agree (those from the enemy's line as well as those on the Poto-

mac) that only three corps have left ; seven remain. They also report

that some disaffected regiments have been sent away on the plea of pre-

venting contagion. These latter are reported to have gone to Wash-

ington and to their States for the purpose of recruiting, and their places

to have been supplied by other regiments, so that their strength is equal

to what it was before the battle. Their cavalry force has been greatly

augmented recently, and the report still is that they intend to advance

by this route. It is also stated that the corps sent to Newport News is

intended for Burnside and that he will operate in North Carolina.

General Hooker has his headquarters on the Potomac Creek near

Brooke's Station. His army is located along tlie railroad from Fal-

mouth to Aquia, but the greater part near Aquia. There are no signs

of further embarkation of troops or collection of transports. The only

steamers descending the Potomac are those apparently conveying sup-
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plies, towing barges, sail vessels, &c., on wliich troops are seen, but not
more than returning absentees, convalescents, &c., would justify.

AVhere the large force said to be landing at New Berne comes from I

cannot conceive. I bo]>e you will be able to get accurate information
and ])ut yourself in communication with (jeueral Beauregard, so as to

be ]>repared for all emergencies. You had better keep yourself advised
of the movements of the force at Newport News.

Very truly, vours,
R. E. LEE,

General.

War Department, C S. A.,

Richmond, Va., March 7, 1803.

Brig. Gen. W. II. C. Whiting,
Commanding, Wilmington, X. G. :

(lENERAL : I have received your letters of the 23d and 28th ultimo,

stating the need for additional guns at Wilmington. Colonel Ehett,
infijcctor of ordnance, reports, under date of the 2d instant, that "one
lOinch gun will jtrobably leave Bichmond to-day for Wilmington. On
Friday or Saturday a 1.02-inch rifled gun will be ready for that point,

and early next week another, and probably a 10 inch also on Monday.
A 3()-])ounder will be ready, I hope, on Tuesday next." Every exertion
shall be made, as far as the resources of the Ordnance Bureau will allow,
to meet the calls for guns necessary for the defense of Wilmington. I

still believe the leading ])oiut of attack designed by the enemy is Charles-
ton ; but they may recoil from that and make the attack you apprehend.
All i>reparation therefore possible should certainly be ujadc for such a
contingency.

Your obedient servant,

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

State of North Carolina, Executive Department,
Raleigh, N. C, March 7, 1803.

Hon. S. It. ^Mallory,
Secretary of the Navy :

Sir: You can have the iron requested by your letter of the 13th
ultimo, to be replaced, if you will permit it to be exchanged for the old
iron on the different roads of the State. They are rapidly running
down and are applying for the same iron. I suppose their worn-out
rails would answer the same purpose for rolling.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Z. B. VANCE.

Headquarters Cavalry Brigade,
March 7, 1803.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
'

Comdg. Department ofNorth Carolina, Goldshorough, NT. C.

:

General
: I regret that your courier should have missed those sta-

tioned between this point and Goldsborough, thus rendering it necessary
for him to come all the way through. He came a different road from
the one usually traveled. I have directed him which way to go in the
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morniug and hope no mistake will pccur iu future. Your dispatclies
were received and your orders will be carried out.. I have one of my
best squadrons (Captain Harris') on picket between Jacksonville and
White Oak. Considering the present position of the enemy's main cav-
alry force (being in the vicinity of Deep Gully), and the fact that the
bridge over New Eiver was burnt by Colonel Baker, wonld it not be ad-
visable to withdraw Captain Harris ? Unless you object, I shall do so,
as I am much in need of more cavalry and desire to send an' additional
force to the neighborhood of Kinston. .

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. H. EOBBRTSOX,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquaetees,
Wilmington, March 1, 1863.

General S. Coopee,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond :

General : I request you to define the limits and responsibility of
this command. No difficulty but some little confusion now obtains in
the staff departments from misapprehension.
When I was assigned to duty here I was directed by the Secretary of

War to report to the War Department, through the commanding gen-
eral, then Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, now Lieutenant-General Longstreet.
This was constituted a separate district—in no sense considered a part
of the department command of North Carolina.

In many respects, the nature of the command being considered—its

object the special defense of a very important place and post, and the
necessity which exists for direct communication between the officer in

command here and the Department—I think icbest that the arrangement
heretofore existing should be maintained and that I should be directed
to consider myself under the command of the lieutenant-general com-
manding and report direct to him.

I do not, however, wish to be understood as making auy question or

objection to any arrangement which may be considered best. I simply
desire to have the command defined one way or another, expressing at

the same time my opinion that it is best here to have communication
as direct as possible.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

Kespectfully forwarded through Lieutenant-General Longstreet, com-
manding.

[Indorsoment.]

Headquaktees, March 12, 1863.

liespectfully forwarded.
If any change has been made I am not aware of it. I hope that the

matter may be settled as early as possible.

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

58 e e—vol xvin
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EiCHMOND, Va., March 9, 18C3.

Lieut. Gen. James -Longstreet, Petersburg, Va.

:

General: It is highly important to know the strength, organization,

and position of the forces under your command, and you are desired to

aive this information with the least delay practicable, extending your

report so as to embrace the forces on the line of North Uiuolma, Wil-

mington included.

Very respectfully, &c,
.

s. COOPEU,
Adjutant and Jmspector General.

Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina,
Fetershurg, Va., March 9, 18C3.

General S. G. French, Commanding, &c.

:

General: I am instructed by the commanding-general to direct that

you order one of the regiments of cavalry now serv-ing on the Blackwater

down to Greenville, N. C., to operate with a brigade of infantry to be

sent to Tarborough in covering and protecting foraging expeditions.

The regiment should start with at least three days' rations, and on its

reaching Greenville the commander will notify General Hill, at Golds-

borough, by telegraph, of the arrival of his command. The commanding

general desires it to move with promptness and dispatch.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOXLEY SORREL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters,
Kinston, N. C., March 9, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding at Goldsltorough, N. G. :

General: I have the honor to inclose communications* from Captain

Whitford. Major Nethercutt desires me to say that he ascertained

that the works at Shepherdsville or Newport can be turned on the left,

through a bad road of swamp land for 4 or 5 miles ; on the right, can-

not be turned except by going around by Carolina City and crossing

Newport Eiver at railroad bridge. Tlie enemy have jnckets there and
there is a block-house. Persons traveling the Sound road can be seen

from the Sound in passing from Swansborough to Carolina City. The
Sound road comes into the road that leads from Smith's Mill to Carolina

City immediately above Broad Creek; Fifty-lirst Massachusetts Regi-

ment and five companies of cavalry are on duty at Shei)herdsville.

"William F. Bell, called the 3d (now at Warsaw, a refugee), can give

you more reliable information of that country than any one else. The
latest information of the enemy I forwarded you by telegraph. The
negro alluded to in one of the telegrams is here a prisoner. He is intel-

ligent, and his story as to their numbers is corroborated by the rumors
Majors Nethercutt and McNeill had from citizens. There is no enemy,

* Not found.
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1 think^ between here and 12 or 15 miles of New Beme. Scouts were
sent out yesterday but have not yet been heard from. My pickets are
where they were when you were here. They were ordered there yester-
day at 1 o'clock. Heard from Colonel Lewis this morning. He makes no
report of the enemy. I am trying to get information from New Berne.
Will certainly keep you advised of everything I can hear of importance.
The telegram sent you last night about the enemy at White Oak Eiver
was to General Eobertsou, from one of his captains, on picket on the
opposite side. Maj. [J. H.] McNeill says he is reliable. The informa-
tion Avas that from the noise he thought they were building a bridge
there. The country was such that they could not see the enemy. I
will open communication froni there to General E. and will telegraph
you anything that is important.

Very respectfully, &c.,

JUNIUS DANIEL,
Brigadier- General.

Abelract frmn Field Return of Fickeit's dii<isioii, Department of Firfiinia and j^orth Caro-
lina, commanded hy Maj. Gen. G. E. Pickett, March 'j, 1863.

NTiAK TETEESBUEG, VA.
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Abstractfrom Field Meium of Troops-commanded Ji/ Maj. Gen. S. G. French, March 10, 1863.

PETERSBTJEG, VA.

Troops.

Brig. G«n. E. E. Colston's command
29tli Regiment Virginia Volunteers .

Moaeley's artillery battalion

Bradford's battery
Stnrdivant's battery
Confederate Gnard
Hargrove Bines ;

Detaehment of cavalry -—
Signal Corps
Camp paroled prisoners -

Grand total



CuAp. XXS.] COREESPONDENCE, ETC. CONFEDERATE. 917

Troops in the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, commanded by
Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, for March 10, 1863.

MAJ. GEN. A. ELZEY'S COMMAND.

(Headquarters Richmond, Va.)

Col. T. S. Ehett's command.
Col. Jack Brown's command.

Col. T. J. Page, Cbaffin's Bluff.
Captain Lee, Drewry's Bluff.

Wise's Brigade.

MAJ. GEN. S. G. FKENCn'S COMMAND.

(Headquarters, Petersburg, Va.)

Brigadier-General Colston's command.
29th Virginia Regiment.
Detached cavalry.
Confederate Gaard.
Hargrove Blues.

Moseley's artillery battalion.
Bradford's battery.
Sturdivant's battery.
Camp of paroled prisoners.
Signal Corps.

MAJ. GEN. D. H. HILL'S COMMAND.

(Headquarters Goldsborough, N. C.)

Daniel's brigade.
Pettigrew's brigade.
Robertson's cavalry brigade.
Reserve artillery.

Troops at Goldsborough, N. C.
Troops at Hamilton, N. C.
Troops at Weldon, N. C.

DRIG. GEN. W. H. C. WHITING'S COMMAND.

(Headquarters Wilmingtou, N. C.)

Evans' brigade.
Ransom's brigade.
Company F, Tenth North Carolina Troops.
Company B, Sixty-first North Carolina
Troops.

Captain^Buie's company. North Caroliua
Troops.

Captain Moore's cavalry.
Captain Newkirk's cavalry.
Captain Smith's cavalry.
3d Battalion North Carolina Artillery.
10th Battalion North Carolina Artillery.
Clark Artillery (heavy).
Captain Adams' light battery.

Capt. [R.]Boyce'8 (South Carolina) light
battery.

Capt. [J. R. J Branch's light b.attery.
Captain Paris' light battery.
Fort Caswell (six companies).
Fort Fisher (nine companies).
Fort French (one company).
Fort Johnson (two companies).
Fort Saint Philip (four companies).
Lipht-House Battery (one company).
Bridge guard (Weldon and Wilmington

Railroad).
Signal Corps.

MAJ. GEN. J. B. hood's DIVISION.

(In camp near Richmond, Va.)

Anderson's brigade.
Law's brigade.
Robertson's brigade.
Toombs' brigade.

Armistead's brigade.
Corse's brigade.
Gamett's brig.ide.

[W. K.] Bachman's (South Carolina)
battery.

[H. R.] Garden's battery.
[James] Reilly's battery.

MAJ. GEN. G. E. riCKETT'S DIVISION.

(In camp near Petersburg, Va.)

Jenkins' brigade.
Kemper's brigade.

UNATTACHED.

Captain Lane's battery.

Note on original.—Since the date of this report Jenkins' brigade of Pickett's di-

vision has been ordered on the Blackwater and Colston's brigade assigned to Pickett's

division. '
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Taebokoxjgh, N. C, March 10, 1803—11 a. m.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Goldshorough, N. (J.

:

Geneeal : I was ordered to report to you for orders by telegraph on

my arrival at this place, but there is no office nearer than Eocky Mount.
I left Petersburg yesterday evening with 800 men ; the rest of my bri-

gade, some GOO men, were to follow this morning. I was told the quar-

termaster of General Longstreet's corps would make arrangements for

the transportation of my troops, which was not done, so that I have

been able to bring with me only IGO. I do not think my command will

get here till to-morrow night, if then. I have left all my baggage at

Petersburg except cooking utensils. Had I better send for all my
camp and garrison equipage ? I hope to receive your instructions very

soon.
E. B. GAENETT,

Brigadier- Genera I, Commanding.

Headquartees,
Petersburg, Va., March 12, 1803.

Maj. Gen. Aenold Elzet,
Commanding, Richmond, Va.

:

Geneeal : Tour letter of — , expressing the views of the honor-

able Secretary of War with regard to a movement against Sufiblk, is

received.* Will you do me the favor to explain to the honorable Sec-

retary that I do not think that it would be a prudent move, wTaile the

enemy holds twenty-odd thousand men at Jfewport jSTews, within a few
hours' sail of the city of Eichmond? To give the move the probability

of success a large force should move, and to move a large force would
leave Eichmond in the power of the enemy should he be quick enough
to avail himself of the opportunity. I am erecting some works on the

.James Eiver below this with a view to keep back transports. When
they are completed I desire to operate with my forces

;
but in order

that I may have reasonable hopes of success I should have cavalry.

The diflBculty that I shall have to contend against with regard to cav-

alry I have already explained in a previous letter to the War Depart-
ment. A move against Sufiblk, properly aided by cavalry, might be
very successful and complete, but without this aid would be but a par-

tial success, which would hardly pay for the movement of the troops.

1 do not consider it prudent under any circumstances to explain fully

my plans, for the reason that if no one knows them but myself the en-

emy will surely not hear of them. If they are made known to any one
but myself that person might in his sleep speak of them and they might
reach the enemy.

I am, general, your most obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant- General, Commanding,

Headquaiitees,
Petersburg, Ya., March 12, 1863.

General S. Coopee,
Adjutant and Inspector General

:

Geneeal: Tour letter directing that the troops from Western Vir-
ginia be returned to their proper commands and that General Davis'

' See p. 871.
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brigade be sent to Goldsborougli is received. Please designate what
troops are here from Western Virginia, as I bave no record to show it.

I had ordered General Garnett's brigade to North Carolina before your
letter was received, and hope that this may supersede the necessity of
the move of Davis' brigade. General Davis is on the Blackwater "and
occupies one of the most important positions in the department. He is

familiar with the country where he is and if taken from there a brigade
would be sent there which would be placing them and General Davis
in positions which are strange to all parties. Another reason for send-
ing Garnett's brigade was that it was thought that it might have a good
eflect to send some Virginia troops to that State. If it is necessary to
move General Davis' brigade, however, it will be done with pleasure.

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant- General.

Navy Department, O. S. A.,

Bichmond, March 13, 1 803.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, G. S. A.,
Headquarters, Goldsborougli, N. G. :

Dear Sir : Having directed Flag-Ofiicer Lynch to invoke your aid
to procure iron in North Carolina for the completion of gunboats, I beg
leave to say that the water defenses of Wilmington would, I think, be
regarded with satisfaction if the two iron-clad sloops under his charge
there were completed. Covered with 4 inches of iron, placed at an angle
of 36°, and mounting each four heavy guns they would be floating forts

of the most formidable character. We have obtained from Georgia and
South Carolina sufficient iron for one of these vessels.

The demands for armor for vessels under construction in those States

preclude us from obtaining more iron there at present, and unless we
can get supi)lies from North Carolina for the rolling-mill at Atlanta,

Ga., we shall be unable to complete the second vessel at present.

We can construct boats for Albemarle and Pamlico Sounds, which,

in my judgment, will expel or destroy the enemy if we can obtain the

iron to plate them.
Ten or 12 miles of railroad iron will meet these immediate wants and

in taking it rails unfit for service on the roads could be selected. Iron

thus taken from the roads of North Carolina would be rolled into plates

at Richmond or Atlanta and returned for the defenses of that State.

May I therefore ask you to aid Flag-Ofificer Lynch in this important

service ?

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. E. MALLOEY,
Secretary of the Navy.

District Headquarters,
Richmond, Va., March 14, 1803.

Lieutenant-General Longstreet, Commanding

:

General : I explained your views to the Secretary ofWar and showed

him your letter. He said you were perfectly right, and he approves

your course. General Lee reached here yesterday. No other news.

With great respect, your obedient servant,
AENOLD ELZET,

Major- General.
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BllICrABE HeADQUARTEKS,
Chaffin's Farm, Va., March 14, 1863.

Maj. Geii. Arnold Elzey,
Commanding, &c., Richmond, Va.:

General : I respectfully beg to submit tbe followiug tabular .state-

ment of tbis command, in' accordance witb tbe circular from tbe Ad-
jutant and Inspector General's Ofiflce, Marcb 10, 18G3 :

The Fourth Virginia Heavy Artillery, Ool. -J. Tbomas Goode

;

Twenty-sixth Virginia Infantry, Col. P. E. Tage; Forty-sixth Virginia

Infantry, Col. E. T. W. Duke; Fifty-ninth Virginia Infantry, Col. W.
B. Tab'b; cavalry, Holcombe Legion (four companies). Col. W. P.

Shingler ; Thirty-second Battabon Virginia Cavalry, Maj. J. E. Eobert-

son ; Company D, Tenth Virginia Cavalry, Capt. L. J. Hawley ; Com-
pany A, Light Artillery Battabon, Capt. A. D. Armistead; Company
B, Light Artillery Battabon, Capt. D. A. French—battallion com-

manded by Maj. A. W. Stark.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENEY A. WISE,

• Brigadier-General.

IIeadquarters, March 15, 1863.

Brig. Gen. W. H. C." Whiting,
Commanding, [ Wilmington], N. C.

:

General: Your letter of the 4th instant was received on my return

to this place. You will need more troops for the defense of Wilmington
when there is a probability of attack there, but I do not agree with you
in your desire to mass troops there in order to have them for the attack.

On the contrary, I think that every soldier should be kept busy. If

the troops at Wilmington are not constantly employed there they should
be in the field, annoying the enemy whenever and wherever it may be
done. They should not, however, be so far removed from Wilmington
as to be out of supporting distance should they be needed there. I

should think that a brigade was quite enough for sudden emergencies,
particularly in case those used in the field are placed between you and.

the enemy. If we hold isolated positions by detachments the enemy
will at his pleasure move upon the different points and take them in
detail.

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters,
Petersburg, Va., March 15, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Goldshorongh, K C.

:

General : If your observation upon your expedition leads you to
suppose that any important results may obtain by a stronger expedition
against New Berne advise me at once, and I will endeavor to assist you
in making more complete arrangements. I can spare tbe Whitworth
that I have here as soon as I can get "Long Tom" and "Charlie," as
they are called, in my battery at Fort Powhatan. I have established a
battery at Fort Powhatan for the purpose of intercepting transports
should they attempt to pass up James Eiver. If the reduction of New
Berne is practicable in field operations, I submit the following as my
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plan, and the ouly one that I can see, viz : Have tlnee brigades, with
one Whitwortb, down on the south side of theNeuse ; oue of Whiting's
brigades and one Whitwortb up to join you near New Berne, and one
brigade down on the north side of the Neuse, with the Whitworth that
I have here. If we can drop a ball into the fort every minute from these
directions the troops may become frightened and surrender. If the
matter is practicable, I will either join you myself or, remaining here,
will make a strong di versiou agaiust Suffolk, i shall start-for the Black-
water on the day after to-morrow and expect to bo absent six days. If
you wish to telegraph me, do so at Franklin ; that is, if you wish to
do so in the next four days.

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTIiBET,
Lieutenant- General.

N. B.—This must not go beyond yourself.

Hdqes. Forces near Drewry's Bluff, Va..
March 15, 1803.

Maj. T. O. Chestney,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Richmond, Va.

:

Major : In compliance with orders received from Major-General El-

zey's headquarters, I respectfully submit to you the followiug tabular

report of my command, viz

:

Maj. B. H. Gee, commanding Fifty-ninth Georgia Infantry Regiment;
Capt. W. A. Graham,* commanding Second Squadron, Second Nortli

Carolina Cavalry.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JACK BROWN,
Colonel, Commanding Post.

Swift Creek, March 15, [1803]—9 p. m.

General D. H. Hill:

A scout from Street's Ferry, sent down for the purpose, reports that

there is no doubt of the landing of a large force, and from the noise he

thinks they are fixing a pontoon over theNeuse to bring their infantry

over. Captain Whitford is convinced that we shall have it to-morrow.

It seems so to me. Send me a regiment of cavalry immediately and

come yourself. My danger is on my right flank and rear; by marching

from Greenville yon can protect both. Bring your provisions and am-

munition. Send them soon, directly to Kinston. I have no couriers.

J. J. PETTIGEEW,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
March 10, 1803.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet,
Commanding, &c., Petersburg, Va.

:

General: As far as can be ascertained from my own observation,

from the reports from our scouts on the opposite side of the Eappahan-

nock, and from what the citizens say, I am led to believe that none o^

"Since ordered to Petersburg.
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the army of General Hooker have left the viciuit.y of Aquia, except

the corps of General Smith, which went to Newport News. It is also

reported that it is General Hooker's intention to cross the river and ad-

vance as soon as the state of the roads will permit, and that in fact he

has issued repeated orders to that effect. I am not fully informed as to

their apparent intentions, strength, &c., on the south side of the James
liiver, but we shouhl be pre[)ared to concentrate to meet him wherever

he should advance in force. From present indications it is fair to pre

sume tliat we shall he called upon to engajce him first on the Rappa-

hannock, and T desire you to be prepared for this movement, and make
endeavors to keep yourself advised of tbe disposition and preparations

of the enemy on our front for moving the troops recently detached from

the First Corps, or such of them or others as may be necessary in that

direction. As our numbers will not admit of our meeting him on equality

everywhere we must endeavor, by judicious dispositions, to be enabled

to make our troops available in any quarter where they may be needed,

after the emergency passes in one place to transfer them to any other

point that may be threatened. Please let me hear from you on this

subject.
R. E. LEE.

Headqxiaetees,
Wilmington, -ST. 0., March 16, 18G3.

General S. Coopee,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. :

General : I send you to-day a tabular statement of my command,
as required by the letter of Maj. [S. W.] Melton, of the 10th instant. I

call your attention to the following list of unattached companies of

heavy artillery : Captain McBryde's company, 92 strong. Fort Caswell

;

Capt. W. A. Holland's company, 54 strong. Fort Johnson; Capts. A.
McRae's company, 143 strong, and George Tait's company, 84 strong,

Fort Fisher; Capt. Calvin Barnes' company, CI strong. Fort Saint

Philip ; Ca])ts. D. M. Beuie's company, 78 strong, R. G. Rankin's com-
pany, 110 strong, city garrison; W. B. Lewis, Company A, 86 strong,

n. M. Barnes, Company B, 90 strong, and C. [M.] T. McCauIey, Com-
pany C, 94 strong. Total, 893. The last three constitute the Tentli

North Carolina Battalion, and under the command of Maj. W.-L. Young.
These companies are in service for three years or the war; are well
drilled and armed. They are heavy artillery, and have been raised in
the district for the defense of the Cape Fear and Wilmington. I think
it wiir be better on all accounts and that the efficiency of these troops
will be promoted by organizing them into a regiment. Should a move
from here become necessary this will have to be done. I i)ropose that
the ten companies as they stand in order of the rank of captains shall
be constituted or accepted as a regiment of Confederate troops ; and as
they are already in service I recommend for appointment the following
field ofiicers : To be colonel, Robert Tansill, captain, C. S. Army ; to be
lieutenant-colonel, John J. Hedrick, major battalion of artillery, C. S.
Army, and to be major, W. L. Young, major battalion of artillery, C.
S. Army. Capt. [Robert] Tansill, C. S. Army (Regular Army), formerly
an officer of Marines and late colonel First [Second] Virginia Artillery,
is a Virginian, is now acting inspector-general, and has been frequently
recommended for promotion. His knowledge of the profession is
thorough and extensive. I know no officer whom I should prefer to
command a regiment. Maj. John J. Hedrick is from this town and
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State, and is a most active and iDdefatigable officer. He is now iu conj-

mand of Fort Saint Philip. The works he has constructed both there
and at Fort Fisher entitle him to great credit. He is an artillery officer

of rare promise and an excellent disciplinarian. Major Young is also

from this State, and commands a battalion of three companies. He is

a young officer of great energy, and has displayed great zeal in the de-

fense of this place. These officers are all on duty here and with the
troops it is proposed they shall command. If you approve of this sug-
gestion please to let me Imow and lay this matter before the President
for his action.

Very respectfullj',

W. H. G. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

Headqxtaetees, March 17, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Ooldsborough, N. C.

:

General : Your telegram of report of the scout Harrison is received.

If it is confirmed you had better move Garnett's brigade near enougli

to you to be in easy supporting distance and keep me advised, that I

may send you other re-enforcements. I shall hold three other brigades

ready for you. Meantime get all the provisions together that you can

and haA'e your supply of ammunition well looked to. If you do not get

satisfactory informatiou otherwise put your cavalry together and send

it with a battery toward the enemy's rear and learn what the enemy is

going to do.

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquartees, March 17, 18G3.

General M. Jenkins, Franlclin, N. C. :

Geneeal : General B. H. Hill telegraphs the arrival of re-enforce-

ments at New Eerne. Those at Suffolk are probably intended for New
Berne.

JAMBS LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquaeters, March 17, 1803.

General E. E. Lee,
Commanding, &c., Fredericlcshurg, Va.

:

General : Y'our letter of the 16th is just received. I have Hood's

division on the railroad ready for a move in any direction, and have

kept him there with the view to some such emergency as indicated in

your letter. The order for the return of the troops from Westeru Vir-

ginia to their old positions and some movements that I thought best to

make in order to draw the enemy out into some development of his

plans have made it necessary to detach some of General Pickett's

division. I shall be ready to join you with Hood's division at any mo-

ment unless there is a fine opportunity to strike a decided blow here,

in which case I think I had better act promptly and trust to your being
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able to hold the force in your front in check until I can join you. The
force at Newport News is reported to-day as moving to re-enforce Suf-

folk. I fear that the real object is to join Foster at New Berne. If this

is the intention I shall be obliged to move all of Pickett's division down
to Goldsborough. I have tolerably accurate information of this force

aud put it down at 20,000 full, but its condition is such that I do not

regard it as certain to succeed in any desperate undertaking. The pris-

oners taken at Arkansas Post are expected here to-day. If they arrive

they will be organized and armed at once, and will help us along wonder-

fully. I am about to start out for the P>lackwater, and will write to you

more fully on my return.

I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
'
^ JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters,
Kinston, N. C, March 17, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding at Goldsborough, N. C. :

General: I herewith inclose dispatches* from Generals Garnett and
Pettigrew ; they came directed to you ; I opened them for the purpose

of gaining information of the enemy's movements. I have not heard

from General Pettigrew since I saw you. I think, however, that he is

not in any immediate danger, or I should have heard from him or Cap-

tain Whitford. I have sent a courier to Captain Whitford to find out

the state of affairs there and will let you know as soon as I bear. Gen-

eral Eobertson I have not yet heard from. Mr. J. C. Washington has a

contract with the Confederate Government for the delivery of a large

amount of iron, and he has a lot of corn here to enable him to feed his

operatives. He has offered to exchange this corn for the same quantity

in the vicinity of Tarborough, and as it is more abundant there than

here I think it would be well to make the exchange. Will I be allowed

to make the exchange ? The quartermaster thei'e could give him the

quantity that he turns over to the quartermaster at this post. I have
received no report this morning from my pickets.

Very respectfully,

JUNIUS DANIEL,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters,
Petersburg, Va., March 18, 18G3.

General E. E. Lee,
Commanding, &c., Fredericksburg, Va.

:

General : Your letter of 10.30 p. m. yesterday is received. I do not
think it would be well to draw off any portion of Pickett's division at
present. All of it cannot well be taken from here as long as the enemy
holds this force of his so near Eichmond. The force at Newport News
and Suffolk cannot be less than 20,000. We shall have to meet that
with hardly a third, including Pickett's dirision ; but there are three
brigades of Pickett's division near here, which may possibly be thrown
up by rail ; that is if the enemy makes no effort to advance by the south
side. I think, however, that he will make a diversion from Suffolk, and
as strong as is in him.
Your letter,t in relation to supplies, of yesterday is this moment re-

'Not fouDfl. tNot found; but see Longstrcet to Hill, aaine date.



CHA1-. XXX] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. CONFEDERATE. 925

ceived. All things considered I now think that our better plan would
have been to fight the enemy on the Rappahannock with the force that
you have there, or slightly diminished even, and to leave the force that
was here to drive back the enemy in North Carolina and draw out the
supplies there. I cannot divest myself of the opinion that an obstinate
resistance on the llappahannock will hold that line, and the force that I
had here would then do to drive the enemy out of North Carolina, where
it seems wo must get our supplies. With the force left here by the with-
drawal of Hood's division nothing can be done more than to hold our
fortified positions and railroads, and the latter is somewhat doubtful.
If it is necessary to give ground anywhere it seems to me that it would
have been better to retire your force across the Anna, and to keep pos-
session of all that part of North Carolina where we may be able to get
supplies. From your report of the scarcity of supplies with you 1 fear

that Hood's division may be more than you can supply, and I doubt if

it can reach you in time by marching. I shall therefore try and have
it sent by railroad, unless I get authority by telegraph to stop it. I

shall go to Eichmond this afternoon and await there further intelli-

gence.
I remain, general, your most obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General.

P. S.—The enemy is re-enforcing at New Berne and at Sulfolk. His
intentions it is presumed are to make diversions on both points when
he moves to cross the Eappahannock. Success at either point will be
pushed, of course, unless he fails again on the Eappahannock.

Hdqks. Bept. of Virginia and Nokth Caeolina,
March 18, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding, &c., Goldsborough, N. G.

:

Genekal : The commanding general has received your letter of last

night. He leaves this afternoon for Eichmond. He wrote you fully

this morning, and the letter is sent you with this. By his direction I

have telegraphed you that you might go as you propose and use Ean-

som's brigade. I have also telegraphed to General Whiting to respond

to your call for that brigade. The enemy seems to be pressing on the

Eappahannock. It looks as if a battle must soon be fought there.

I am, ffeneral, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
'
^ '

G. MOXLBY SOEEEL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquaktees, March IS, 1803.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:

Gbneeal : I have just received a letter from General Lee, calling for

Hood's division back upon the Eappahannock. The enemy is reported

across with cavalry and artillery at Kelly's Ford and attempting with

infantry at United States Ford. General Lee calls for myself also

iiid Pickett's division. The latter, I think, cannot be spared
;
at all

events not till we ascertain what is likely to be the disposition of the

force lately held at Newport News. I shall start back to Eappahannock
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to-morrow unless other news is received. If the enemy moves against

you you will have to try and hold your positions by obstinate resistance.

The force [lately] at Newport News is supposed to be at Suffolk, and a

part of it IS supposed to be the re-enforcements reported at New Berne.

Try and be well advised of the troops in your front, and if any re-en-

forcements come from Cliarleston call on General Beauregard for some
of his forces, advising him, of course, that the enemy is re-enforced in

your front from his. If you find that you cannot hold and protect your

"railroad, then Wilmington must be looked to and held at all hazards. It

cannot be long before"we will be able to help you from the Eappahan-
nock. I doubt now if we will be able to give you any further aid

from there until the battle is fought on the Eappahannock. The eij-

emy may advance by the Blackwater with his re-enforcements or they

may be moved down to re-enforce the garrison at New Berne. What-
ever arrangement he makes it seems now that we must first overcome
his force at Fredericksburg.

I remain, general, your obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General.

EiCHMONU, Va., March 19, 18G3.

General E. E. Lee,
Commanding, Frcderivkshurg, Va.

:

General : I wrote you hastily yesterday, which partially answered
your letter of the 17th instant. In one of your letters you ask what I

can do toward procuring supplies in North Carolina. I can, I think,

get all of the supplies iu that State if I can use my forces ; but if the

two divisions are to be held iu readiness to join you, or even one of

them, I can do nothing. The enemy has 40,000 men, at the lowest esti-

mate, between York Eiver and the Gape Fear. I have about the same,
but almost every available man for active operations must be held to

re-enforce you ; therefore I cannot use them. If the divisions of Pickett
and Hood are to be withdrawn whenever the enemy on the Eappahan-
nock advances we shall leave a force of twenty-odd thousand near
Suffolk, with no force to oppose it, except Davis' brigade, and on this

side of the James Eiver the usual garrison of the city. A tolerably
respectable move from Sufiblk would give the enemy possession of Pe-
tersburg fortified. He could take it without the loss of a man. That
point in his possession North Carolina would soon be at his command
from the railroad east. That line would cut off most of the supplies
that we depend upon for our sustenance. I know that it is the habit
with individuals iu all armies to represent their own positions as the
most important ones, and it may be that this feeling is operating with
me; but I am not prompted by any desire to do, or to attempt to do,
great things. I only wish to do what I regard as my duty—give you
the full benefit of my views. It seems to me to be a matter of prime
necessity with us to keep the enemy out of North Carolina in order that
we may draw out all the supplies there, and if wo give him grou#d at
all it would be better to do so from the Eappahannock. It is right, as
you say, to concentrate and crush him ; but will it bo better to concen-
trate upon his grand army rather than on his detachments and then
make a grand concentration on the grand army'? If we draw off from
the front of his grand army we ought to be able to crush rapidly his
detachments, and at the same time hold the grand army in check as fax
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back as the South Anna at least, particularly while the roads are so
very bad, then concentrate on the grand army and try and dispose of
that. We have been ready to fight for the last three months, and have
only failed to do so because we could not reach his force on the liap-
pahannock, and because it was not convenient to touch him elsewhere.
If we delay until he is again ready to give battle we give him all that
he can desire, besides we fail to avail ourselves of the opportunity to
produce a favorable political impression at the North, or rather we' fail
to reap the rewards of that impression already ijroduced. If we cripple
him only, a little at one place and then another, v/e may mutually i)ro-
duce grand results. I hope that I have gone into details sufficiently to
give you my views, but I am always ready to do and to say all that I can.

I remain, general, most respectfully, your most obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant- General, Commandiiuj.

General Hood is ordered back to his old camp.

Adjt. and Insp. Gen.'s Office, Waii Dept., 0. S. A.,

Richmond, Ya., March 19, 1SG3.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstkeet,
Commanding, &c., Richmond, Va.

:

Geneeal : The Secretary of War directs me to say to you that iu ac-

cordance with the telegram received from General Lee you are directed

to recall the divisious of Generals Hood and Pickett aud to retain them
in their former positions or such others as you may select. In your
absence, and for the sake of expedition, similar orders were issued di-

rectly to Generals Hood and Pickett yesterday.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

JOHiST WITHERS,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General.

HEADQUAETEKS AEMY of NOETnEEN ViEGINIA,
March I'J, 1SC3.

Lieut. Gen. James Longsteeet,
Commanding, dc. :

Geneeal: On my arrival here yesterday I learned that the cavalry

iorce of the enemy which crossed at Kelly's Ford had subse(]uently re-

tired, and that the reported attempt to force a passage at the United

States Ford had. not been made. I therefore sent a telegram to General

Cooper, requesting that the divisions ordered up here might be stopped

and returned to their former positions. I need not remind you that it

will be necessary to maintain great vigilance in your front as well as

here, and to bold the troops at both points ready to co-operate when-

ever it is correctly ascertained where the attack of the enemy will fall.

1 hope you will be able to act on the suggestions contained in my letter

from Eichmond relative to obtaining all the supplies possible of forage

and subsistence from North Carolina and turn all the energies of your

department in that direction.

"With great respect, your obedient servant,

E. E. LEE,
General,
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State of North Carolina, Executive Department,
Raleigh, N. C, March 19, 1863.

General E. E. Lee:

His Excellency Governor Vance has received information tliat certain

soldiers belonging to the brigades of Generals Eamsenr and Hoke are

now nnder arrest and are being tried for desertion. His Excellency is

deeply pained to learn this, and directs one to communicate to you the

facts and circumstances connected with the return of these men to the

army. While Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith was in command of this depart-

ment he caused an order to be issued extending a full pardon (except

forfeiture of pay for the period of unauthorized absence) to all enlisted

men absent without leave who should voluntarily return to their respect-

ive commands on or before February 10.
' Upon consultation between

General Smith and the Governor it was thought that a proclamation

by His Excellency, appealing to the patriotism and State pride of ab-

sentees, would induce their speedy return to duty. A proclamation was
accordingUy issued, and the reasonable expectation as to its effect was
fully realized and hundreds were induced to return to their colors. The
period at first limited was so brief that numbers in remote parts of the

State were unable to comply. With a knowledge of this fact, and in

conformity with an order of General French, another proclamation was
issued extending the time to March 5. It is true that General Smith's
order could only extend to bis own department, but His Excellency
thought it right to extend it to all North Carolina soldiers. Copies of
the order of General Smith and the proclamation of the Governor are
herewith inclosed.* In the opinion of His Excellency the punishment of
these men would be a gross violation of justice and good faith, and he
enters his most solemn protest against it. In issuing these proclama-
tions he was actuated by a sincere and earnest desire to promote the in-

terest of the public service and he had reason to believe that his course
would meet the approbation of the Confederate authorities, and he trusts
and believes that in this reasonable hope he will not be disappointed.
He will not allow himself to doubt that your sense of justice and right
will induce you to cause all such soldiers to be immediately discharged
from arrest.

With sentiments of the highest respect, vour obedient servant,
i)AVID A. BARNES,

Aide-deCamp to the Governor.

Engineer Bureau,
Richmond, Va., March 19, 1863.

Maj. W. T. Alexander,
Quartermaster and Inspector of Transportation :

Major : I have the pleasure to inclose a tabular statement of the
distances fron the Capitol to the batteries around Eichmond. The dis-
tances both by tbe road and by air-line are given.

• Geueral Smith's order and the Governor's second proclamation uot found.
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Distances of the lalteries arouvd Hichmovdfron the Capitol.

Ou James TiiTcr, opposite Dn.wi y's Islanil
Marion Bill,
Mount Erin .

Blakey'8 Mill roaii
Stonoy Run
MechanicsvilletumpiUo
Mount Comfort Ceutial Kailroail
Milchell's trnrl;

Brooke luropiki
Kail* Giouud
Wertbam plauk-roail
Danville Kailroail
Danville Railioad
Coal-Pit turnpike
Broad liock Island

Very respectfully, &c.

J. F. GILMEE,

929

Colonel Engineers and Chief of Bureau.

Ahatract from Field lieiurn of Pickett's division, Deparlmeni of Virginia and North Caro-
lina, temporarili/ commanded by Brig. Gen. J. L. Kemper, March 19, 1863.

NEAK TETEESBURG, VA.
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Abstract from Field Return of troops commanded hj Maj. Geri.S. G. French, March 20, 1863.

Troops.

Brig. Gen. M. Jenkius' command [no roport]

29th Kefriment Virginia Volunteers
Mosele> 's artillery battalion

Sturflivant'e battery
Confederate Guard
Harprovo Blues
Det^thment of cavalry
Signal Corps
Camp paroled prisoners
On duty in hospitals, Petersburg

Grand total.

Present for
duty.

090
14(1

7f
02

i(i;!

190

732
lOfi

87
72

114
24

r.a
218
80

915
173
:oo
98

12.)

2.'>

14G
J02
80

Headqxjaeteks,
Petersburg, Va., March 20, 18G3.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. :

General: I have the honor to forward herewith a rough statement*
of the cavalry force in this department. As soon as I can get accurate
statements of the regiments and detached companies I propose to or-

ganize the force into two brigades, and desire General Ransom's promo-
tion as major-general, to command the cavalry. Col. E. D. Hall is highly
recommended by Mai. Gen. I). H. Hill for brigadier-general of cavalry.
I hope that he may be appointed to take the Second Brigade. If this
force cannot be formed into a division of cavalry I desire authority to
tranrsfer General Ransom from his position in the infantry to the charge
of the cavalry as a brigade. I have already explained to the Depart-
ment the difiiculties in the way of efficient operations of the cavalry, and
desire that some action may be had which will increase its efiflciency.

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTREET,

Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquarters,
Kinston, N. C, March 20, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding at Goldshorough, N. C.

:

General : I send up names of those who acted well in skirmishes on
the 7th instant. The names of those who acted well last week I will
send up as soon as the commanders can make them out. The charges
against Forstler, the deserter, go up in the morning. Major Guion re-
ported this morning, and I directed him to examine the country with a
view of making a line from the work around the obstructions to Wash-
ington's Hill. I will report as soon as it can Ije made. I would like
very much to have ColemaQ or some good engineer ofQcer. The regi-

* ^ot found.
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ment is readj' to make the demonstration upon Core Creek. Tlie weather
is still bad, and by starting to-morrow it will make the attack upon
Sunday, and I would prefer that the men should rest on that day if

any other day will answer as well. Please telegraph me whether you
desire the move to be made to-morrow.

Very respectfully, «&c.,

JUNIUS DANIEL,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters,
Petersburg, Va., March 20, 1803.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding, &c. .-

General : General Kemper's brigade is on tlic road to co-operaie
with Garnett in an expedition against Washington. I will send General
Pickett to take charge of the expedition. I desire that you will collect

and give General Pickett such information, guides, and written instruc-

tions as you deem proper, and to telegraph me what number of batteries

will be required for the expedition and the kindof pieces. I shall give
General Pickett general instructions but subject to such changes as you
may see lit to make. I will send you a copy of them. Meanwhile I

wish you to continue your arrangements, and if the expedition had bet-

ter be made immediately do not allow this to delay it. I send General
Pickett to take charge of it, because I think it prudent that you should

be at Goldsborough with all the force now there to watch the enemy
and prevent any movement against the expedition from New Berne.

If there is no probability of such a move nor of trouble at Goldsborough
from the force at New Berne you had better proceed at once on the

expedition against Washington if it is already prepared.

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

P. S.—In your letter of the 16th, giving some account of your expe-

dition against New Berne, you intimate that there may have been some
desire on the part of the Department " to perpetrate a swindle " upon

you in putting you in command in North Carolina. I presume that

this was not intended as an official communication and have not for-

warded it. I hope that you will send up another account of you trip.

Richmond, March 21, 1803.

General J. H. Winder,
Commanding Department ofHenrico, &c. :

Geneeax : I am instructed by the Secretary of War to ask that you

will strengthen the night guard of this building by adding another

sentinel.

He will report for orders to Mr. Peebles, disbursing clerk of the War
Department.

Very respectfully, &c.,^ JOHN WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Headquartees,
Petersburg, Va., March 21, 1863.

General D. H. Hill,
Commanding, &c., Goldsborough, N. G. :

General : Your letters of the 19th and 20th are received. If Ransom's
brigade is brought to Goldsborough you will not need Kemper's, and it

had better be returned at once, and Ransom's being at Goldsborough
will relieve me of all anxiety about that place and save the necessity of
sending General Pickett down. I have ordered my Whitworth gun to
be sent you for the expedition, but I cannot let it go any farther, as
General Lee regards it as part of his command, and will require it if he
recalls me to his aid. The snow is 10 or 12 inches deep, and the Whit-
worth at Fort Powhatau. I fear therefore that I will not be able to
get It here in time to ship it to-morrow afternoon, but it shall go as soon
as it is possible to get it off. Send some one to meet it and conduct it

to you. It will be ordered to Tarborough from here.

I desire you to move from Greenville as quickly as possible. The suc-
cess of such expeditions depends altogether upon their promptness and
action. If you need Kemper at any point in your rear keep him for the
time, but send him back as soon as possible. General Pickett will not
be sent down, as General Ransom's presence at Goldsborough will sat-
isfy all conditions. You must always have an eye to drawing out the
supphes from the country in which you move. Tou will not confine
yourself to the prices tixed by the Department in purchasing supplies,
but give the market price and liberal prices for transportation when-
ever you purchase near the enemy's lines ; and when you purchase and
find that you can draw off the supplies, take every pound that is in the
market, and when you find it necessary impress at the market prices.
If it is necessary, you can leave Garnett's brigade to protect trains, &c.,
while hauling. I suppose that you will need General, Pettigrew's at
Goldsborough. If not, you can also use it in aiding you to get out
supplies.

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters,
Einston, K C, March 21, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
'

Commanding at Goldsborough., N. G.

:

General : Your note of this date has been received. From its con-
tents I presume you intend me to await Kemper's arrival, should he be
accidentally detained beyond Monday. I understand Blount Hall to
be the place you desire me to go to. I think it a more suitable position
than Snow Hdl for the reason you assign. The place I refer to is I
presume, the one you mean

; it is on one of the roads leading from this
place to Greenville, about 18 or 20 miles from here, between the Con-
tentnea and Greenville, and some 6 or 8 miles from the Neuse I shall
take with me three days' rations. I have but four pieces of artillery
now belonging to my brigade, General Pettigrew not having returned
the two rifle guns. I wish to take one of the four-gun batteries here •

there will then be left twelve pieces besides those Kemper will brine
with him. I would like to have the troops I leave behind on picket

w 5 ^^^^^"^^^ as soon as possible. I think they can be relieved onWednesday, and wish you would so order it. Nethercutt's people will
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be here and they know the country thoroughly. I will not send the
regiment to Core Creek on Monday, as it could not join me before
Thursday or Friday, would leave my brigade very much scattered, and
would very much impair its efficiency. Kemper can make the demon-
stration if you still desire it. Colonel Lewis will remain in command
of the outposts until my men are relieved, and he can give all the in-
formation. The regiment that I should have sent knew nothing at all
of the country. With Nethercutt's people there will be no lack of
guides.

I am, general, very respectfully, &c.,

JUI^IUS DANIEL,
Brigadier- Genet al.

Headquaktees,
Petersburg, Va., March 21, 1863.

General E. E. Lee, Commanding, &c.

:

General : Your letter of the 19th is received. I am doing all that
I can to draw the supplies from the eastern portion of North Carolina,
but have been obliged to detach portions of General Pickett's division
for that purpose. My operations must be very limited, as I do not feel
authorized to use Hood's division for any purpose, as it would take him
so [far] from you that he would not be able to join you at Fredericks-
burg. In this connection I would suggest that the troops should be
taken up by rail instead of the artillery. I think that you will need the
infantry more than the artillery. When I arrived at Richmond I found
that the troops were moving up to join you by marching and the bat-
talion of artillery shipping by rail. The movement of the latter had
better be delayed than that of the former.

I remain, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTREBT.

P. S.—I send you a report just received. Reports reach me from
various directions leading to the same conclusion. The commander on
the Blackwater has reported the arrival of large re-enforcements at

Sufiolk. I believe that an advantageous battle could be made at Suf-

folk in the next fifteen days, but at least one division in addition to

what we have would be necessary.
Most respectfully,

J. L.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
March 21, 1803.

Lieut. Gen. Jaivies Longstreet,
Commanding Department, &c., Petersburg, Va. :

General : I have received your letter of the 19th iustant. I had
Jioped that you would hav^e been able with the troops in North Carolina

to have accomplished the object proposed in my letter of the 17th*

and did not suppose that you would have required Pickett's and Hood's

divisions, as from information I received the enemy between the Roan-

oke and Tar is feeble. I still think if you can retain them in reserve,

to be thrown on any point attacked or where a blow can be struck, it

will be the best disposition of them. If, however, you see an opportu-

*Not fonnd.
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Bity of dealing a damaging blow, or of driving bim from any important

positions, do not be idle, but act promptly. If circumstances render it

impossible or disadvantageous for you to rejoin this army when attacked

we must withdraw toward you, if we cannot resist alone.'

In operating against any point accessible to the enemy's gunboats be

prepared for them. I am confident that at all times and in all places

you will do all that can be done for the defense of the country and

advancement of the service, and are ready to co-operate or act singly as

circumstances dictate. I only wish you therefore to keep me advised

of your movements that I may shape mine accordingly, and not to feel

trammeled in your operations other than is required by the general plan

of operations when an opportunity offers ior you to advance the object

of the cami:)aign.

I am, with great respect, very truly, yours,
'

It. E. LEE,
General.

State op North Carolina, Executive Depaktment,
Raleigh, N. C, March 21, 1803.

Hon. JAjNies a. Seddon,
Secretary of 'War :

Sir : Tours of 7th instant, inclosing letters from Lieutenant-Colonel

Cook and General Jones, in relation to impressment of forage by a de-

tachment of General Jenkins' cavalry, has been received. I am sorry

to see that the charge of impressment is denied upon the authority of

Sergeant Hale. The concurrent testimony of the citizens of about

twenty counties with at least fifty letters to that effect in niy ofBce

would seem to be sufficient to establish a fact of general notoriety.

Those men were in several detachments, operating in as many different

counties, and Sergeant Hale hardly could know what they were all doing

at the same time. Their method was to go to a farmer's house and tell

him they wanted corn at $1.50 per bushel, and if he did not sell it they
would take it. In some instances their quartermaster attended public

sales and publicly notified the assemblage (most of them families of

absent soldiers) that tliey need not bid for the corn; that they were
determined to have it. Yielding where resistance would have been
useless they (the cavalry) took the corn at such price as they saw
proper to pay, and this is not impressment ! I beg leave also to assure
you that the imputations indulged in by General Jones and Lieutenant-
Colonel Cook against the loyalty of the people of that region (I suppose
also upon the authority of Sergeant Hale) are entirely without founda-
tion in fact, the refusal to take Confederate money, if such was the case,
originating solely in the fact that they did not have the corn to sell.

Neither North Carolina money nor gold could buy an article which was
not in the country. That country, to my personal knowledge, may
safely challenge any siaiilar region in the South to show a better mus-
ter-roll in the army. But that is not the matter at issue. I complain
that a large body of broken-down cavalry horses are in North Carolina,
eating up the subsistence of the people in a region desolated by drought
and reduced to the verge of starvation ; impressing it at prices about
one-half the market rates. The people or the horses must suffer. I
ask for the removal of the horses. Is it denied or refused ? That is

the question. I beg leave to disabuse your mind of the impression
which it seems to entertain, that I objected to these impressments be-
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cause they were for Virginia cavalry. By no means. I did not term
them such, at least did not so intend to term them. I have no preju-

dice against the troops from any State engaged in defending the com-
mon cause, but I am unwilling to see the bread taken from the mouths
of women and children for the use of any troops, when those troops
might be easily removed to regions where there is corn to sell, and I

earnestly request once more that they may be so removed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Z. B. VANCE.
[IndoraementB.]

March 25, 18G3.

Respectfully referred to Maj. Gen. S. Jones for information and re-

port; also for reference to Brigadier-General Jenldns' command. Jt is

a matter of much concern to this Department that there is so mucli of

evil spoken of General Jenkins' bands of cavalry.

By order of the Secretarv of War

:

J. A. CAMPBELL,
Assistant Secretary of War.

Headquarters Department of West Virginia,
April G, 18C;5.

Respectfully returned to the War Department with the report of

Col. W. H. French of the 3d instant. My own remarks on this letter

were given in my letter* of the 2d instant to the Secretarv of War.
SAM. JONES,

Major-General.

[Inclosnre.]

Headquarters Cavalry Brigade,
Salem, Va., April 3, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones,
Commanding Department of Western Virginia :

General : A communication from His Excellency Governor Vance,

of North Carolina, referred by the Secretary of War to you and by you to

myself, has just been received. In reply 1 would state on the subject of

impressment that no orders have ever been issued to any ofBcer or agent

of this command to ii^ipress forage prior to your communication* of the

22d ultimo, authorizing Capt. [M. B.] Porteaux, assistant quartermaster,
'

to do so. If any impressments have been made not included in that

authority the party making them rendered himself liable to charges,

and on proper notification from any aggrieved person in North Carolina

they would have been promptly preferred and the complaint fully

investigated; and I beg leave to state that, notwithstanding the fifty

letters received by Governor Vance and the notoriety of the offenses of

Jenkins' bands of cavalry, not one single specific charge has ever been

sent to these headquarters from that or any other source since I have

been in command of this brigade (nearly a month), nor before General

Jenkins left, as I am informed by a member of his staff.

On another point touching the character of this command I feel called

upon to state that the larger portion of it has been quartered here in

this county nearly four months, and I would invite investigation to the

fact that no serious complaints have been made by any citizens ;
and

while ofQcers and agents sent out by us under your orders on detached

service at remote points to arrest deserters and forage horses may have

* Not found.
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been guilty of improper couduct, such offendei's have, on due uotice,

always been brought to justice. It seems hardly reasonable that the
reputation of a whole command should .suffer ou account of the offenses
of a few members, removed from the eye of its commander, when the
offenses are not reported and no opportunity is afforded him to render
justice. It was from no desire to impeach the loyalty of the citizens of
North Carolina that it was stated they would not receive Confederate
money, but frequent instances which have occurred seem to indicate

that the dissatisfaction arose not so much from scarcity of corn as an
unwillingness to receive the only money which our agents had to offer.

I will mention two, reported by Capt. [W. W.] Parsons, of the Seven-
teenth Eegiment Virginia Cavalry : Two farmers on the Yadkin, in

Davies County, had each from 500 to 1,000 bushels of coru, which they
were offering for sale, but refused it to our agents because they could
pay neither gold or silver nor ISTorth Carolina money, and the same
ofQcer stated that if he had had gold and silver he could have bought
as much corn as he wanted.

It is recommended that the horses be removed from North Carolina
to some portion of your department. South of the railroad there are
already as many of our horses as can be barely subsisted. In this
county the horses of ofiBcers and those used for "transportation are at
this time receiving only half rations of corn and no hay, using straw
instead. In Botetourt the Government requires all surplus forage to
be reserved for the use of the iron-works. In Eockbridge we already
have the horses of six companies, and I understand that General Stuart
has sent thither three regiments of his command to remain for some
time. In Craig we have the horses of two companies living on hay alone
for the last three weeks, besides many of the transportation horses of
this command and a large number under charge of Major McMahon,
quartermaster. Even hay is become very scarce there and almost im-
possible to procure. The counties north of the last mentioned were,
you are aware, overrun by the enemy, and on account of this and the
unfavorable season the corn crop was very light and very little grass
was cut.

Another fact of great importance is that there is not enough forage
between this point and our horses in North Carolina (from 100 to 300
mdes) to subsist them on their route hither, and thcv cannot conse-

• quently be moved until grass begins to afford pasturage. This is the
information we receive from our agents. But even if they could be
subsisted on their way hither they would still have to be subsisted on
grain here until grass season or perish.
The above report includes, I believe, every fact of importance desired

by you, and I leave the whole subject for vour determination, awaiting
such orders as you may think best to give, stating merely that I am
willing to move the horses at the earliest period when the grass will
afford them subsistence—probably about May 1.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. H. FEENCH,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

[iDcloracmcnt.l

Hdqus. Department of Western Virginia,
.Dublin, Va., April G, 1S63.

Eespectfully forwarded through the Adjutant and Inspector General
to the Secretary of War. Colonel French's views in regard to moving
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the horses from North Oaroliua coincide with mine, expressed in my
letter of the 2d instant to the Secretary of War. Colonel French says
correctly that no serious complaints have been made against the brigade
in the counties where the chief part of it has been stationed for the last

three months. The numerous complaints have come from localities

where detached companies have been sent to collect conscripts and
arrest deserters—a delicate duty, well calculated to cause complaints

—

and from North Carolina, where horses were sent to forage.' It happens
that the complaints have come from sections of the country remote from
the scenes of miUtary operations, and where troops have not heretofore

been, and the people in those localities do not bear patiently one of the

necessary evils of the war. In regard to the complaints of the con-

sumption of forage in North Carolina, Captain Porteaux, assistant quar-

termaster, whom I sent to North Carolina some time since to pay out-

standing claims, reports that he had an interview with Governor Vance,
" and from the tenor of his remarks I (Porteaux) judged that it was not

the consumption of grain or forage that was complained of, but that

the parties were not paid for what had been used ; that was what the

grnmbling was about." I have heard no complaints since an officer was
sent to North Carolina to pay for forage consumed.

SAM. JONES,
Major- General.

Headquaktebs, March 22, 1803.

General E. E. Lee,
Commanding, &c., Fredericlcsburg, Va.

:

Generai : Tour letter of yesterday is received. The enemy's force,

as you say, is feeble between Roanoke and Tar Elvers, but he has facil-

ities for throwing other troops there to re-enforce or to cut off our trains,

&c. I think therefore a sufficient force should be there to meet any

such emergency. Two of Pickett's brigades are now on their way, and

General D. H. Hill is ordered to use all possible dispatch in the execu-

tion of the plans for drawing out supplies and, if it is possible, to take

the garrison at Washington. Hood's division will be held ready to

join you unless I find a most favorable opportunity to strike an impor-

tant "blow. I will advise you of any movement of that division. I will

also make every effort to'have Pickett's division concentrated rapidly.

I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquarters, March 22, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, >Goldsborough, W. C.

:

General: Tour letter of the 21st is received, and 1 have made the

effort to telegraph you to go, but the wires are down. I hope, however,

that this letter may reach you in time to prevent any delay. It seems

to me that you would be able to move more promptly if you put Kem-

per at Snow Hill, instead of relieving Daniel at Kinston in order to

place Kemper there, and let Kemper support either point. Besides



938 NOETS CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. tC"Ai-. SXX.

.YOU -n-ill save time wlieu Kemper is to return here. The arrangement
tiieu should be: Daniel at Kiuston, Ransom at Goldsborough, Kemper
at Snow Hill, Garuett and Tettigrew operating against Washington;
but if your plans are already made and this would be likely to delay
your movements a day do not wait ; the grand thing is to get Wasb-_
ington and its garrison. You can not only give it out that the move is"

against New Berne, but you can seriously threaten it if an effort should
be made to re enforce Washington from New Berne.' I think that your
movement would thus be made doubly secure. The moment this is ac-

comi)lished you can move your entire force against New Berne. It will

not do to wait this move for the operations against Charleston, because
I believe that an attaclc ui)on Oharlestou will not be made until the
army on the liajjpahannock is ready to advance; then we shall want
every man that we can get to meet the grand army. I do not think
that there can be any doubt but we can keep re-enforcements from
leaving Sutfblk for the succor of Washington. The way seems to me
to be clear if we can only be prompt. ]f your health is likely to fail

you advise me and I will go down myself. I can send you General
Pickett if you desire. I tried to send a telegram to General Whiting
to send you liansom's brigade, but the wires being down I could not.

1 inclose one to be sent him if the wires are operating between Golds-
borough and Wilmington.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedieut servant,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

P. S.—Pi-etaiii the Whitworth that I have sent you if you can move
promptly against New Berne, and you will need all the troops for that
2)urpose.

Headqitaeteks,
Wilmington, X. C, March 1'3, ISfi,;.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Hecrciary of War, Richmond, Va.

:

Sir: I wish to call your attention to the evil of permitting private
parties to sh'i) cotton ex(;ept for the ])ur]iose of bringing in articles
useful for the conduct of the war. It is a crying evil. It fosters and
increases speculation in the wildest manner. The burden falls exclu-
sively ujion the soldier and his family in the enormously-increased prices
of every necessary. He has a fixed and moderate stipend. The non-com-
batant engaged in mercantile pursuits has facilities for ]>rocuring what
he needs and can pny any ])rice from the enormous profits. 1 lielieve
the cotton is in great part exchanged at Nassau with Yankee merchants
for Yankee goods. The goods at least that come here are mostly of
\ ankee mannfacture, and houses have been established in Nassau by
men ot Ivorthern birth, who have left this city since the war and still
liave partners here. Lastly and especially, those engaged in this trade
irom this port to the largest extent or interest are partly Yaukees out-
right and partly of Union sentiments.

A'ery resi»ectfally,

W. II. C. WHITIiNG,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
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Headquaeters,
Wilmitu/ton, N. C, March 23, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Kiclimond, Va.

:

Sir: The steam-tag Mariner, fornierlj- tbe most powerful tug in this

river, has come in from iSfassau, her owners having put her to blockade
running. She is not suitable for this purpose, carrying but very little

cargo, while, her boilers and engines being very good, she is absolutely
necessary here for the navy tirst and then for us. She can readily be
fitted into a powerful gunboat. I consider her essential for the defense

here, especially in connection with the gunboats building, as a tender,

and also in connection with the valuable cargoes now arriving in G-ov-

ernment steamers. With her we shall be able to save much in case of

accidents which might happen to any of our vessels from the enemy's
fire. She is also needed for army transportation. Please to show this

to the Secretary of the Isavy who will, I hope, at onoe order her jiur-

chase. Plag-Officer Lynch concnrs with me iu the necessity of this and
will doubtless report at once. If the Navy Department does not want
the boat we certainly do. I shall not permit her to leave unless or-

dered. Great efforts no doubt will be made to procure a ])ermit, but I

beg to refer you to my letter of this date relative to blockade running.

The boat could carry but very few bales. Her engines, boiler, and hull

are too valuable to permit them to be sacrificed in order that a party of

speculators should make money.
Very respectfully,

W. H. G. WHITING,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, N. 0., March 23, 18C3.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Ya. :

Sir : I will add to my letters of this date some considerations on the

subject of the blockade running, to show how this matter of private

exportation of cotton is affecting our currency. Vessels owned abroad

come in with cargo, whicli sells for nearly $1,000,000 Confederate cur-

rency, and for $50,000 Confederate currency they buy a load of cotton,

as much as they can carry, to take back. The balance of proceeds they

can afford to expend for exchange and gold at enormous prices, and

still make a liandsome profit. E-ach vessel that comes in instead of pro-

ducing the effect by increase of supply of diminution of prices actually

increases prices and the current value of gold. I can illustrate this by

an example, a small one, but showing the whole business, wliich has

come to my knowledge : A man brought in six demijohns of gin, which

cost him in Nassau $34. He sold them here for $900. This man could

afford to give $9 for $1 of specie in gold, which he did, and then make

$70 profit, a good business for a common sailor. The profits made by

these people are not expended here ; they are invested in gold and abroad.

Every single bale of cotton that goes abroad on other than Government

account to establish Government credit abroad does us injury at home.

1 know there is a law prohibiting the exportation of cotton. I am not
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aware of its being repealed on the statute book. Uutil so iiiformed I

shall not permit a bale to be shipped, except by special orders, other

than Government cotton.

Very respectfully
W. H. C. WHITING,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

nEADQUAETBKS,
Wilmington, N. C, March 23, 18G3.

Col. [L. B.] Northrop,
Commissary- General, Richmond, Va. :

Colonel : I think it necessary to call your attention to the accom-

panying papers,* not for any purpose of complaint, but as illustrating

the growing scarcity, and especially because, in my opinion, the strong-

est and promptest efforts ought to be made to furnish the forts which
guard this harbor with at least thirty days' rations, to be kept on hand
as reserve, the daily consumption to be supplied as usual. These forts

are liable to be attacked at any time and may become isolated without

being taken. I have endeavored ever since I have been here to procure

the supply. I do not now think it can be done except you especially

direct it; at any rate, unless some changes be made in the rate of pro-

curing meat.
Very respectful!}-,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- Genera I, Commanding.

Headquarters Forces on Blacktvatee,
March 24,1803.

General : I have made inquiries concerning young Ford, as you de-

sired. There is only one of that name in the Hampton Legion—Stephen
Ford, from Georgetown, S. C.

Your note concerning movements on the EappaLannock was received
yesterday. I confess that I was but little satisfied with the aifair, even
as stated by our papers. I regret much the loss of Major Pelham. How-
ever, we must accept with gratitude, notwithstanding our loss, the indi-

cation that our cavalry will flght and subject themselves to severe loss,

i. e., what would be termed severe for them. If the war continues much
longer we will come to the conclusion that it is better to use our cavalry
on occasion even against infantry on the battle-fields, especially after
the shock of infantry.

I was very greatly disappointed at your not coming at the time of
General French's visit. I sincerely hope and think it important that
you should pay a visit here. I am working hard to make the line here
impregnable, and in ten days it would give me pleasure to receive a visit
on the lower part of my line. I have scouts out all the time and of
(•ourse get numerous and conflicting reports. I ueceived yesterday re-
jiorts of the enemy's forces at Suffolk being re-enforced to some 30^000,
luit I cannot believe that they can exceed at an outside limit 20,000, and
think 15,000 will cover their effective force. I expect to get more pre-
cise and definite intelligence in a day or so. The sharpshooters gave

* Not found.
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Spear aud his crack rcsimeiit a very rough handling a few days since,

of which you have heard by General French. They carried oif four
4-horse ambulances filled with wounded, their legs hanging out in front
and rear, and their caisson-boxes were also crowded with wounded and
a number also on horseback. They acknowledged at the time a loss

of 70. I would like your judgment of the two following plans which I

have matured and concluded to try In a few days : First, to move out
at night and place a regiment of infantry in ambush between Carrsville

and Sufi'olk and a regiment in ambush where the South Quay road in-

tersects the other road from Carrsville to Sufl'olk, and move out with
artillery and infantry (some three or four regiments) to Councils Cross-

Eoads, to support, if necessary, and try and annihilate Spear's regi-

ment ; then follow this with a dash of Baker's regiment of cavalry
upon the enemy's cavalry camp on the Windsor road (some 4 or 5 miles

this side of Suffolk), moVing out on the Windsor road with all the forces

I can spare from the exposed points on the line and taking a strong

l)osition beyond Windsor, give them battle if they will come out with

their forces. I am anxious to liave the other companies of Baker's

regiment here and hope you will not replace his regiment by another,

as he is a fine oflicer, and with his absent companies I think I could,

after breaking up Spear with infantry, keep the enemy close in Suf-

folk.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. JENKINS,
Brigadier-General, &c.

Headquaeters, March 24, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding, &c., Goldshorougli, N. C. :

General : Your letter of the 23d* and General Garnett's of the 22d,*

through you, are received. I believe that I understand the positions of

your troops. 1 suppose General Kemper, with one regiment of General

Daniel's brigade and one of Ransom's, to be at and near Kinston

;

Daniel's brigade, less one regiment, at Blount Hall, in readiness to

threaten New Berne or support you; Garnett and Pettigrew to operate

a"-ainst Washington if practicable ; if not, to draw off supplies for our

entire army. I did telegraph to stop the movement of Eansom's brigade

and substitute that of Kemper's, but I afterward suggested that it would

be well to have Ransom's at Goldsborough, in addition to the others,

that you might, if you had occasion to do so, threaten New Berne while

oDcriiting against Washington. Ransom is not necessary at Wilming-

ton and might greatly aid vou in your operations by strengthening your

force at Goldsborough so as to enable you to seriously threaten New

Berne in case that garrison should be disposed to succor the one at

Washington. General Whiting has been ordered to send Ransom to

vou should you call for him for this purpose. Ho has acknowledged

the receipt of the order, and yon can have Ransom's brigade at Golds-

borough if you will telegraph for it.
, J. V 1 ^^

General Garnett's transportation has been ordered to him and ought

to be 'It Tarborough now unless it has been detained by high water,

&c Great results depend more or less upon the rapidity of your move-

ineiits. I am likely to be called upon for Garnett's and Kemper's bri-

•Not fouud.
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gades ou the Eappahannock at any momeut, but tLiuk tliat the euemy
will not be able to make a move there before April 10. I hope that you
may be able to reduce the garrisous at Washington and New Berne
before that time, the former at least. If you deem the latter not ad-

visable, return the two brigades of General Pickett's division as soon

as yoa have accomplished the former and gotten out the meat supplies.

I do not expect you to take Washington, of course, if it is found to be
more difficult than you anticipated. Exercise your own good judgment
in the matter. The important question is to draw in all of the meat
rations that can be had. I have already written you not to confine

yourself strictly to the prices fixed by the Subsisteuce Department if

you find that a liigher price will facilitate your operations. Every
vehicle in the country should be put in use and at liberal rates of trans-

portation so as to haul in supplies for our arinj"S. I wish you would
advise me of the probable quantity of meat that'you may be able to get

as soon as you can get the proper data. We may liave to make an
advance move up here so as to get out the supplies iroin tlie counties

east of the Chowan. If you are likely to get enough from Ilyde, &c.,

the latter move will not be necessary. I hope that my Whitworth gun
has reached you ere this. The party is tolerably well exi>erienced in

the use of it.

I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedieut servant,

JAMES LO:NfG STREET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

IIeadquauteks, March 24, 18G3.

General E. E. Lee, Commanding, &c.

:

General : I have the honor to inclose a report of Major Moses on
the subject of subsistence for our armies. lie has just returned from
a tour through Virginia and North Carolina and from a visit to the
Commissary-General. This report is the result of his observations. The
]5articLilar counties referred to by him as containing abundant supplies
for our armies are now in the enemy's lines. We can occupy that coun-
try and draw the supplies out with another division of my old corps, but
I do not think it would be prudent to attempt such a move with a less

force. The divisions of Generals Pickett and Hood, with one other bri-

gade (Davis'), are all the troops that I can command for this service.
The enemy has at- Sufi'olk and in supporting distance 27,000 men

—

21,000 that came down from General Hooker's army and C,000 that were
at Suflblk before. I think that a move against Suftblk would draw off

re-enforcements from General Hooker's army unless we can act promptly
enough to prevent it. I submit the case ibr your determination. If
we can supply our army otherwise the expedition should not be made.
If it is a case of necessity we should lose no time. 'I fear that our ne-
cessities may be exposed by the expeditions that are now out in Eastern
North Carolina for the same purpose, and when it becomes known to
the enemy he will make a great eflbrt to prevent us from moving to
those important counties. If we find it necessary to make this move I
desire to have a consultation with you before it sets out.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding,
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IlElXtQUAETERS,
WUmiiHjton, N. C, March L'5, ISO.'J.

Lieut. Gen. Longsteeet,
Commanding, Petcrsburn, Va.

:

General : Your orders to send off Eansom's brigade to rojiort to
Major-General Ilill have been received aud carried out. Let nic hope
that the removal of these troops is only temporary aud that they may
hereafter he assigned to me, or at least until all danger of attack here
is past, as the stationary brigade of this district. There certainly should
always be one brigade here; in my opinion more, but one at least. This
one, about 3,000 strong, takes off two-thirds of my available ibrcc, and
all that is disciplined and efficient. I place but little reliance on Evans'
brigade, which certainly is in worse condition thau any I have ever seen.
It has but about 1,500 men for duty, a very large number of field officers

absent or under arrest, and it requires careful attention aud strict dis-

cipline to biing it to the efficiency which should belong to troops which
have been so long iu the service as they have.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. C. WHITIXG,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters, March 25, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding

:

General : Your letter of the 24th is received. General Garuett's

transportation started from here some ten days ago. If there is tele-

gra])hic communication between this and Tarborough I wish you would
keep some one there to take any dispatches that we may have to send
j'ou. If there is not, name some point nearest you where we may tele-

graph you. Spare no pains to haul off all meats that yoii may be able

to secure.

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquarters,
Fredericlcshurg, Va., March 27, 18G3.

Gen. JA5IES LONGSTREET, Commanding, &c. :

General : I received by the last mail your letter of the 24th instant

accompanying the report of Major Moses on the subject of subsistence

to be obtained in North Carolina. I do not know whether the supplies

in that State are necessary for the subsistence of our armies, but I con-

sider it of the first importance to draw from the invaded districts every

pouud of provision and forage we can. It will lighten the draught from

other sections and give relief to our citizens. As to the force necessary

tor this purpose I cannot so well decide. As far as I am informed the

force of the enemy south of James River and north of the Cape Fear is

small. It cau be re-enforced speedily from the troops encamped at

Js'^ewport News, but if you operate discreetly, concealing your move-

ments aud only occupying the country from which you are drawing, I

think much maybe done before your purpose is discovered and time be

^alned to develop the plans of the enemy, when we cau act more under-

standingly. You have about 40,000 effective men ; the enemy cau bring

out uo more. I feel assured that with equal numbers you can go where

you choose.
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If tliis army is further weakened we must retire to the line of the

Annas and trust to a battle nearer Kichmond for the defense of the capi-

tal. It throws open a broad margin of our frontier and renders our

railroad communications more hazardous and more diflScult to secure.

Unless, therefore, a retrograde movement becomes necessary I deem it

advantageous to keep the enemy at a distance and trust to striking him
on his line of advance. A sudden, vigorous attack on Suffolk would
doubtless give you that place. Of the propriety of this step you can
best judge. To hold it you must control the navigation of the Nanse-
mond or the troops from Newport News could soon be thrown upon
you. There is a point about C miles below Sufiblk where we once had
a fourguu battery that was said to be a good position, and other points

lower down. A battery, I should think, would also have to be just be-

low Smithfield and one at Manny's Neck, unless there is some better

I)oint at the head of the Chowan. If operations in that quarter should

draw re-enforcements from General Hooker, more troops could be spared
from this army ; but I hope you now have available troops in North
Carolina sufficient for the purpose. Should you find it advisable to

have a personal conference with me at any time I will be happy to see

you here, or it may be tiiat I could meet you in Eichmond.
I am, with great esteem, very truly, yours,

K. E. liEE,
General.

Headquarters, March 27, 1863.

General IJ. E. Lee, Frederivlcsburg, Va. :

General : A gentleman, professing to be reliable, informs us that it

has been determined at Washington to bring the Sixth Army Corps
down to Suffolk to unite with the Ninth. 1 send you this that your
scouts may be on their guard and report such movement at the earliest

moment. I expect to move Hood's division down toward Surry County
ill a few days and to run my line across from the Blackwater to the
James, or to some of the streams flowing into the James. My line will
then cut the Blackwater at some point near Mayfleld. My left will be
somewhat ex])osed to the enemy's ironclads. If I can have the aid of
the Navy on the James I think that such a position would hold the
enemy in check whatever his force may be. I do not expect aid from
the Navy unless you can get it for me. As my arrangements should
'deijend very much on yourplans it is proper that I should advise with
you aud ask your views. The new position will throw me far away
from you, but if we hope to draw supplies from the counties east of the
Chowan I think it indispensable.

I remain, very respectfullj% your obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTKEET,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters,
Blount Hall, N. C, March 27, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding at Greenville., N. C. :

General: Major Guion furnished me with his map aud report of the
Contentnea Creek. I ordered Captain Barrows, Engineers, as soon aa
he reported to commence immediately to lay off the work proposed, and
that I would send an officer and working party to execute it. Your call
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for shovels will leave me ODly about 40 shovels. I send all the picks the
quartermaster has here—only 4, I had but about 15 at Kiuston. Have
sent an order to Captain Divine, quartermaster, for 100 shovels and 20
picks. When they arrive the working party of 40 shovels will be in-

creased by that number, and the work here will go on as laid off by Cap-
tain Barrows and Major Guion. Colonel Washington, with his regiment
and two pieces of artillery, took up a position on Core Creek early
Monday morning. He found it impracticable to cross the artillery,

and sent two companies and a detachment of Nethercutt's over, under
Captain Davis, to drive in their pickets. Captain Davis attacked their

pickets in about 8 miles of New Berne, killing some 3 or 4. He reports

after this Colonel Washington opened with artillery, and by felling trees

and other noise made a demonstration of building the bridge and cross-

ing in force. About night, after our troops had withdrawn, they ran
their monitor car some 1 or 2 miles from their picket post and shelled

the woods furiously, but did not venture nearer than 5 or 6 miles of the

creek.

Yery respectfully, &c.,
JUNIUS DANIEL,

Brigadier-General.

Headquaeters,
Petersburg, Va., March 27, 1863.

General W. H. C. Whiting,
Commanding, Wilmington, N. G.

:

Geneeax : Tour letter of the 25th is received. General Kansom's

brigade is only temporarily at Goldsborough. It will return to you as

soon as General Hill can draw out the subsistence stores in the eastern

counties. During the absence of Daniel's and Pettigrew's brigades from

Goldsborough it is thought the brigade of General Eansom can be well

employed in protecting the railroad at Goldsborough, and at the same

time give quite effectual protection to Wilmington by threatening New
Berne in case of a movement from there against Wilmington. General

Evans reported his brigade 3,500 strong when here a few days ago. I

hope that yon are doing well in your labors. The Postmaster-General

promised me a few days ago to put Fort Caswell in telegraphic commu-

nication with your headquarters.

I remain, very- respectfully, your obedient servant,
' JAMES LONGSTKEET,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquaetees,
Weldon, K C., March 28, 1863—8 p. m.

Lieutenant-General LONGSTEEET,
Gomdg. Department of Virginia and North Carohna :

Geneeal : I am this moment in receipt of an order by courier from

Mai Gen D. H. HiU, copy of which order I annex. Three companies

of my regiment (D, E, F) are on detached service, under Lieut. Col.

rjohn E 1 Brown, and have been on the Chowan Eiver. On the /3d

knd 24th they fought the enemy, official report of which engagement i

sent to General Hill's headquarters to-day. Subsequently Colonel

Brown notified me by courier that the enemy were coming up Roanoke

River in force to get in his rear and thus cut off his command, and that

be had fallen back 10 miles this side of Colerain, and asking for re-

60 E E—TOL XVIII
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enforcements. I had ordered two companies to march at daylight to

his assistance when I received orders from General Hill to move to

Hamilton. My men were being drilled at the 32-pounder guns (mounted)
and officers were being made acquainted with the topography of the

country.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
GEO. C. GIBBS,

Colonel Forty-second North Carolina Begt., Comdg. Post.

[Incloaure-l

Gkeenyille, K. C, March 27, 1863.

Col. George 0. Gibbs, Forty-second North Carolina

:

Colonel : The reports from our scouts indicate an advance upon

Hamilton. I wish you to move down there immediately, and if neces-

sary call on Lieutenant-Colonel Brown to aid you. I have written to

Lieutenant-General Longstreet to guard Weldon during your absence.

Hamilton mast be held at all hazards.

EespectfuUy,
D. H. HILL,

Major- General.

Fredericksburg, Va., March 28, 1863.

General James Longstreet :

General W. E. Jones reports the Ninth Corps (Burnside's) started

West last Sunday by the Pennsylvania Central and Baltimore and Ohio,

supposed for Kentucky. Are tbe troops still at Newport News?
E. E. LEE.

[Indorsement.]

EespectfuUy referred to Major-General French, with request that he
direct his scouts to be more particular and minute in reports.

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant-General, Commanding.

Headquarters Forces on Blaokwater,
March 28, 1863.

General: I returned yesterday from a visit to Broadwater Bridge,

&c. I met General Corse at Ivor, and we rode over the whole neigh-
borhood and line together. Upon close examination of the country he
concluded to take position with bis brigade at Tucker Swamp Church,
about IJ miles from Ivor, putting one regiment near Broadwater Bridge
to picket that point and Proctor's Bridge, and send a guard of four men
each to Wall's and Birch Island Bridges. Another regiment at my re-

quest he placed a mile from his headquarters toward Seacock Swamp,
to cover and picket Joiner's Ford. This arrangement, in my judgment,
renders tbe line of Blackwater perfectly secure. My reason for desiring
him to picket Joiner's Ford was that it was a very critical point to his

position, and that while I picketed it, Seacock Swamp being difficult to
cross even with the bridge, might prevent supports to the picket arriv-

ing in time ; also if ho moved either up or down he would gather his

brigade as he went, and thus would have all the advantages of concen-

tration.
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At the present season there is no crossing the Blackwater with facility

between Blackwater Bridge (a very uncertain one) and Wall's Bridge,
soaie 20 miles up. I would therefore suggest that instead of increasing
the force at Ivor you place a brigade near Wakefield, when, by crossing
at Birch Island Bridge and taking by Cypress Creek, they cover be-
tween the Blackwater and James Eivers by a short line and give us
time to conceutrate and cut off any small force or to attack iu flank
and rear any large one moving from Suffolk. After passing by Proc-
tor's Bridge an enemy would not cross the Blackwater in moving upon
Petersburg, as the river trends westward toward Petersburg.

I would like to move forward the cavalry picket now along Cypress
Creek and make a line across from Broadwater or Proctor's Bridge to
the head of Pagan Creek, which runs by Smithfield to the James and
is impassable. I would have some 14 miles of open country to picket
and far enough in advance to get information to a force at Wakefield,
near Birch Island Bridge, and to get my command ready to attack the
flank. I think it important to have a force to check any movement in

that direction, as the river is difiicult of crossing at this season. I think
that the picket line across to Pagan Creek would answer much better

than the one at Cypress Creek, as the latter is so much to my rear. I

hope you may be able to come down, as I think you will be able to give

me many points, and I think you will like the line of defense I have
marked out and suggested above.

I am, general, very respectfully, yours,
M. JENKINS,
Brigadier- General.

P. S.—Do you get Northern papers regularly?

Petersburg, Va., March 29, 1863.

General W. H. C. Whiting,
Wilmington, i\r. C. :

Have Eansom's brigade, including his battery, at Goldsborough.

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters, March 29, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding, &c.:

General : Tour dispatches of the 21st are received. We have a re-

port that 1,000 infantry have passed down to Edenton. It is probably

the force that is strengthening Plymouth. I wish you would send a

regiment of cavalrv into Bertie if you have not already done so. Gen-

eral Eansom was placed at your disposal some time ago, and I believe

that he is now at Goldsborough. As it is possible that he may not be,

I will telegraph General Whiting to send him at once. I shall send

Major Sorrel out to join Colonel Gibbs with special instructions. I

think that I can cut oft' any move against Weldon by a force from Frank-

lin. I send Colonel Alexander down to examine into our ordnance

arrangements, ammunition particularly.

I remain, ver\^ respectfully, your most obedient servant,
' -^ JAMBS LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant- General.
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Petersburg, Ya., March 29, 1863.

General E. E. Lee, Fredericksburg, Va. :

The troops are reported at Suffolk and Newport News still.

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
lAeutenant- Oenera I.

Petersburg, Va., March 29, 1863.

Lieutenant-General Longstreet :

General : I have had many reports informiug me that all or a part

of Burnside's army corps was in Sufiolk. New York Herald (20th and
21st) says Burnside was at Fortress Monroe. Same paper of 24th in-

stant has a dispatch from Cincinnati (23d) saying Burnside was expectetl

there to-morrow (24th). On the 24th instant it is announced that he

had gone West to relieve General H. G. Wright, whose nomination was
not confirmed. Nothing is said about troops. The trooi)S that were

sent to Suffolk are still there, and had any large number been embarked
near Newport News I think I would have been advised of it. It may
be that General Jones is mistaken about the Ninth Army Corps. I am
having chills or I would come and see you. I will write to the Black-

water to endeavor to find out if anything can be learned in regard to

the matter.
Yours, truly,

S. G. FEENCH,
Major- General.

Headquarters, March 30, 1863.

General E. E. Lee,
Commanding, Frederickshurg, Va.

:

Generai, : The troops have left Newport News ; embarked on Friday
and Saturday; supposed to have gone to North Carolina. My inform-
ant says they sailed for North Carolina.

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquarters, March 30, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Greenville, N. G.

:

I have just learned that the force at Newport News has sailed for
the coast of North Carolina. Thev embarked on Friday and Saturday,
probably 12,000.

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant-General, Commanding.

Headquarters, March 30, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. HiLL, Commanding, &c. :

General : I have just received information that the troops at New-
port News have sailed ; it is supposed to be for North Carolina. They
left Friday and Saturday. I presume that your move is discovered and
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the enemy has had time to discover it. The force gone south is prob-
ably 10,000 ;

possibly more. If your information corroborates this yon
will probably be obliged to act on the defensive. Advise me as soon
as possible, that I may be duly informed.

Most respectfully,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant-General, Commanding.

Headquaetees,
Petersburg, Va., March 30, 1863.

General AV. H. C. Whiting, Wilmington, N. C. :

General : My scout reports that the enemy's force from Newport
Xews embarked on Friday and Saturday for the coast of North Caro-
lina. I presume that this is true, and that the re-enforcements may
have gone to New Berne. I advise you that you may caution your
scouts to be particular and keep you advised. This force of the enemy
has been drawn off by the operations of General Hill, I presume.

I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
I/ieutenant-General, Commanding.

Headquaetees,
Petersburg, Va., March 30, 18G3.

Brig. Gen. E. Eansom, [Jr.J, Ooldsborough, H. C:
General : General Whiting has been ordered to send your battery

to you, and if you find that your field ofiicers are likely to be wanted

with their regiments you can telegraph him to send them to you. If

you find yourself the senior officer, take charge of the defense of Golds-

borough and the railroad. If you are not the senior, report to the ofiicer

who is. The command at Goldsborough will also look to the protection

of Wilmington, the latter being the essential point ; but a force at Golds-

borough threatening New Berne ought to prevent any advance from

that point against Wilmington. I have just been informed that the

enemy has embarked his force from Newport News for the coast of

North Carolina. If this is the case—and I have good reason to believe

it—the force is intended to re-enforce New Berne. This will give the

enemy an additional force of 10,000 or 12,000. He will not be able to

begin any operations, however, until you can be advised. If the re-

enforcements arrive at New Berne you must have General Hill advised

of it in due time. ^ -, ,. ^ ^

I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
'
^

,
.T

1 JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant-General, Commanding.

p, s.—The troops from Newport News embarked on Friday and Sat-

urday.

Headquaetees Army op Northern Virginia,
March 30, 1863.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet,
Commanding, &c., Petersburg, Va.

:

General : One of our scouts reports, under date of 29th instant,

that he was in Washington and Baltimore the first of last week, and
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that Burnside's corps left Newport News at that time for the West.
He does not state whether the information was derived from his own
observation or from others. The New York Times of the 25th and the

Washington Chronicle of the 26th state that Burnside was in Cincin-

nati on the 24th and is charged with the defense of Kentucky, but do
not mention his troops. Can yon not ascertain definitely whether these

statements are correct ?

I am, general, very respectfully and truly, yours,
E. E. LEE,

General.

Hbadqtjaetees,
Petersburg, Va., March 30, 1863.

General E. E. Lee, Commanding :

Geneeal : Your letter of the 25th instant is received. My letter for-

warding report of Major Drummond was very carelessly written. The
report was sent merely to indicate the movement of the enemy, not that

I gave any credit to the reported strength. I thought that my desire to

move in the direction of Suffolk would indicate to you that I put no
faith in the report of numbers. There are no particular advantages

in giving battle at Suffolk, except that we might do so by rapid move-

ments, with a greater force than the enemy could have. This to me
would be a novelty and something of a luxury. I am quite satisfied

that the euemy could be drawn from his intrenchments by threatening

his rear. Then, with a superior force, we ought to get the entire force

this side of Norfolk. I do not believe that the enemy will advance from
Suffolk with a view to give battle unless this force is very greatly re-

duced. In that event he will have a short and not very difiQcult route to

Richmond. 1 cannot well concentrate from North Carolina, as the enemy
has a force of 10,000 at New Berne, a considerable force at Washington
and Plymouth. With his facilities for transportation he can move his

troops, and, aided by his gunboats, move against any portion of our rail-

road; besides, I am obliged to keep all the spare troops in the field

hauling in bacon and other supplies. I think it utterly impossible for

the enemy to move against your position until the roads are sufficiently

dry for him to move around you and turn your position. By re-enforcing
here we might destroy the enemy and get our forces together again in

time to resist him at the Eappahannock. But if we succeed in destroy-
ing him here and have to retire to the Annas before we can give him a
general battle we will accomplish a great deal and really have the
enemy in a better position for our operations than the one he now oc-

cupies. We can cross the Blackwater at any point, as we still hold both
banks of the river. It is a very strong defensive line, but can be turned
as soon as the roads become dry enough for the enemy to move up the
James Eiver with his fleet and army; but I think that a very strong
offensive and defensive position could be taken by letting the line cut
the Blackwater and rest its left flank on the James, but this would re-

quire some aid on the part of our Navy in order to strengthen our left

flank.

I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant General.

P. S.—I have just received intelligence by one of my scouts that the
enemy sailed on Friday and Saturday from Newport News for the coast
of North Carolina. In arranging our forces to protect supply trains
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into the eastern counties of North Carolina we had hoped to make a di-

version upon New Berne and surprise the garrison at Washington. The
high waters have washed away the bridges and detained us a week,
and it is probable that the enemy has discovered our movements. It is

possible, however, that this force may have returned to the Army of
the Potomac.

Wak Depaetment, C. S. a.,
Richmond, March 30, 1863.

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Commanding, Wilmington, N. C.

:

General : In reply to your letter of the 23d instant I have the honor
to say that it is not perceived how prices are increased by the export of
cotton. As necessaries, to some extent at least, are brought in in re-

turn, the trade ought to diminish the prices; but apart from this the

existing law allows the export, and the Department is not authorized,

except under military exigencies, to obstruct or stop the trade.

Your obedient servant,
J. A. SBDDON,

Secretary of War.

Headquaetees,
Swift CreeTc, Va., March 31, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding at Cross-Roads

:

General: Your letter of this date, directing me to march with all

my force to Yankee Hall, has been received. I will move early to-morrow

with [William A.] Owens' [Fifty-third North Carolina] and [Thomas S.]

Kenan's [Forty-third North Carolina] regiments by way of the cross-

roads. Col. [E. C] Brabble, [Thirty-second North Carolina], with the

other troops, will march directly across, and I presume will be able to

reach there to-morrow night. 1 learn from Lieutenant Barrington that

Yankee Hall is on the Tar Eiver, 7 miles above Washington. I will

write to Kemper immediately.

Very respectfully,
JUNIUS DANIEL,

Brigadier-General.

ElCHMOND AND DANVILLE E. E., PEESIDENT'S OFFICE,
Richmond, Va., March 31, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War

:

SlE : I regret to have to report to you that the condition of this road

is such as to make it indispensable that there should be at least 5 miles

of iron procured for it. There are between 4 and 5 miles of road at

Amelia Court-House that is unsafe and cannot be rendered safe with-

out it is laid with new rail. With the exception of that portion of the

road we may continue to run it, with great care and caution, lor some

time to come. No caution or care cau make safe the portion of tbe

track above referred to. We have had various and frequent accidents,

caused by the condition of that part of the road, and, being unable to
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procure iron, I am driven with great reluctance to appeal to the Gov-

ernment for help. The old iron now on the track is the flat bar, which

we will exchange with the Government, yard for yard, for T or U rail,

we payiug for the difference in weight if the Government can furnish

the new iron. I know very well the difficulty that it will have to en-

counter in order to furnish this road with the iron asked for, but it has

become indispensable to the continued use of the road, in my judgment

and that of the superintendent, and, it not being possible for us to get

the iron, no alternative is left but to appeal to the Government for aid.

Without the use of this road I do not see how the necessary transpor-

tation for the army can be done, and it therefore becomes my duty to

apprise you of its condition. The constant increase of prices paid in

the Government shops for mechanics makes it impossible for us to pro-

cure and keep machinists enough to keep in repair our rolling-stock.

That and the deterioration of the track for want of material presents a

gloomv condition and calls for some action on its part. Every effort

on the part of the management of the road has been made and will be

continued to enable it to answer the calls made on it by the Govern-

ment and community. I beg that you will give this matter your early

and serious attention, as the exigency does not admit of delay.

EespectfuUy,
LEWIS E. HAEVIE,

President.

[IndorsemeDt.]

Engineek Bxjbeaxj, April 7, 1863.

EespectfuUy returned to the honorable Secretary of War.
The condition of the Eichmond and Danville Eailroad, as represented,

seems to demand that a portion of the iron taken from other roads (if it

be decided to take it) should be applied to its wants. The removal of

the rail Irom the York Eiver road is now in progress, and it is hoped
some will soon be obtained from the Korfolk and Petersburg road. In
exchange for good iron the Government should have an amount of worn
iron equivalent in value.

J. F. GILMEE,
Colonel of Engineers and Chief of Bureau.

Aistract from Field Return of Troops, Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzcy commanding, for April 1,

1863 (headqtiariera Eichmond, Va. ).
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EiCHMOND, Va., April 1, 1863.

Lieut. Gen. James Longsteeet:

Tbe euemy have abandoned Newport News. Burnside, with his corps
(the Ninth), passed through Baltimore a few days since to re-enforce
Eosecrans. Other troops have been sent from Hooker's army into Ten-
nessee. One iron-clad reported at the mouth of the James Eiver. The
above may be relied on.

AENOLD ELZEY,
Major- Oeneral.

Hamilton, N. C, April 1, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding, (fco. :

General : Colonel Lamb started this morning five of his companies
in the direction of Plymouth for a reconnaissance, and I propose to join
them with him to-morrow. It will probably, however, be unnecessary
to send this force any distance down the river, as Lieutenant-Colonel
Towns, with four companies, is to-night reported as having just re-

turned from within IJ miles of Plymouth. The force there is said to

be unchanged and no evidences of a movement in the direction of Wel-
don. Colonel Gibbs is now sending over to Lieutenant-Colonel Brown
to ascertain if his position is the same and if any movements have taken
place in his front. I have been to-day expecting to hear your guns at

Washington but have heard nothing. The force at Plymouth is re-

ported 800 men and two gunboats.
I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

G. MOXLET SOEEEL,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Orders, » Adjt. and Inspector General's Office,
No. 34. / Bichmond, Va., April 1, 1863.

II. The geographical limits of the command of Lieutenant-General

Longstreet, embracing the defenses of Eichmond and extending south

to include the State of North Carolina—the whole under the supervision

and general direction of General E. E. Lee—will be divided into three

military departments, as follows : All north of the James Eiver for the

defense ofEichmond will constitute the Department of Eichmond, under

Major-General Elzey, headquarters Eichmond; all that portion of Vir-

ginia south of the James Eiver and east of the county of Powhatan will

constitute the Department of Southern Virginia, under Major-General

French, headquarters at some central point near Blackwater ; the State

of North Carolina will constitute the Department of North Carolina,

under Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, headquarters Goldsborough.

By order

:

Adjutant and Inspector Oeneral.
S. COOPEE,
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Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
April 2, 1863.

Lieut. Geu. James Longstreet,
Commanding Corps, Petersburg, Va.

:

General: Your letters of 29th and 30th ultimo have been received.
I fear that the enemy, by propagation of consistent falsehood and per-
sistent reports of intended advance, are deceiving us, and that while
adting on the defensive on the Eappahannock and Blackwater they may
be re-enforcing their armies west, with a view to offensive operations. L
do not think Bnrnside's corps is in North Carolina but In Kentucky

;

all the information that I get confirms the truth of this. General Burn-
side reached Cincinnati on the 24th and has assumed command of the
Departmeut of the Ohio. His corjjs is intended to operate in Kentucky,
where their papers state that a large rebel force is expected. It may be
intended, however, that it shall reenforee Rosecrans. You are, at any
rate, relieved of half the force that has been opposed to you. You will
therefore be strong enough to make any movement that you may con-
sider advisable; but, as stated in former letters, so long as the enemy
choose to remain on the defensive and covered by their intrenchments
and floating batteries I fear yoa can accomplish but little, except to
draw provisions from the invaded districts. If you can accomplish this
it will be of positive benefit. I leave the whole matter to your good
judgment. If your troops cannot be advantageously employed in North
Carolina they will be very useful here, for unless General Hooker soon
takes the aggressive I must endeavor to operate to draw him out. All
the reports of our scouts and citizens north of the Eappahannock show
that they are impressed with the belief that he will advance against us
so soon as the weather and roads permit. Several periods in the past
month were appointed by him to advance, and in every case he was pre-
vented by storms.

I am, with great respect, very truly, yours,

R. E. LEE,
General.

Headquarters,
Greenville, X. C, April 2, lS6'i—8 p. m.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
'

'
i > i

Commanding at Kimton, N. C. :

General: Your dispatch to General Pettigrew and myself has been
received. I will move to Hookerton to-morrow morning. The rifle
4.62-inch and 32-pounder gun and ammunition, and a good deal of other
ammunition, I understood, had been removed toTarborough before my
arrival here. I have sent an officer to Tarborough to remove the rifle
gun to Falkland; the 32-pounder I presume you prefer having at Tar-
borough. Colonel Brabble is at Taft's Cross-Roads with two pieces of
J. B.] Starrs' battery. J have directed him to move to this point atday-
breaii. He will be left here, and I would prefer his keeping the two
pieces of artillery with him until the rifle gun is in position. If you do
not object to it I think it would be well for him to keep these pieces
with him as long as he remains. I will leave them until I hear from
you. Please let me know in your next if he can keep them. The rifle
gun will bem position to-morrow evening, Major Haskell thinks. Upon
the receipt of your three notes directing me to be readv to move to the as-
sistance ot General Ransom I sent the different battery commanders to
examine the ammunition here and was informed that it was not suited



Chap. XXX.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 955

to field guus—that most of it was ammuuition that had been missent.
As it was ntteriy impossible for me to remove the commissary stores
and this ammunition, and be in a condition to go to the assistance of
General Eansom, I concluded it would be best to send the ammunition
to Tarborough. My transportation is so limited that it is with much
difBculty that I can feed my troops when moving about unless hard
bread is the issue. I hope, general, that this disposition wjll meet with
your approval, as the ammunition is not, I understand, suited for field
guns, and had I removed it and the commissary stores 1 would not have
been ready for two days or more to have gone to the assistance of Gen-
eral Eansom. Colonel Ferebee I presume you wish to remain here until
he hears from you, as I understand from General Eobertson that you
informed him that he would be sent to the Blackwater when he left here.
I have heard nothing from him since the dispatch I forwarded you
stating that he had been informed by citizens that there were a good
many wagons in Washington and some 4,000 or 5,000 troops, and he
thought they would march somewhere today. I will, unless I receive
further instructions, encamp in the vicinity of Hookerton to-morrow
night.

Very respectfully, &c.,

JUNIUS DANIEL,
Brigadier- General.

There has been no movement on the Washington road since day be-
fore yesterday.

Headquarters Gaenett's Command,
Two miles from Washington, ISF. C, April 2, 1863.

[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:]
General : I have directed the engineer ofiicer (Lieutenant Stevens)

to proceed to build the bridge immediately (he has charge of the pon-
toneers sent with Colonel Singeltary), and he is now engaged on that
work. He reported to me in person and I impressed upon him to use
all possible dispatch. You state in one of your dispatches that General
Daniel has been sent to my assistance. Please let me know what dis-

position you wish made of his troops. If you apprehend that re-en-

forcements will be sent from Plymouth he had better be ordered in that
direction, I should think, unless you design that he shall, in concert

with me, assault Washington. I do not understand what your partic-

ular plans are. I would be glad to act under your personal directions,

if that can be done consistent with your judgment.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. B. GAENETT,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Garnett's Command,
Wear Washington, N. C, April 2, 18C3.

[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:]

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of two dis-

patches from you. I very much regret that my communications to you

should have been so irregular as well as late in reaching you. I did

not kuow where you would establish your headquarters or the arrange-

ment made of the line of couriers to communicate with you. I sent two
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messengers to SwaDn's Point, wlio returned and reported they could

find no means of crossing. This occasioned considerable delay. My
forces are in front of and below the town. I deemed these the best

positions to threaten the enemy and prevent his escape. My battery

(four smooth- bores) is from half to three-quarters of a mile from the ene-

my's works. I have not yet opened, because the guns are partially

concealed, and the Yankees can concentrate on my artillery from ten to

twelve guns of superior metal, some, if not all, rifled pieces. It is im-

possible to contend successfully with smooth-bores against guns in-

trenched and of superior range.

In accordance with your instructions to look well to my rear and

strongly guard the Williamston, Jamestown, and Plymouth roads, I

have placed Colonels Washington and Singeltary on these routes. This

leaves me an infantry force but slightly superior to that of the enemy, as

far as I can learn from careful inquiry. The Yankee works are strongly

constructed, with artillery to sweep the front and enfilade the ditch

extending along the whole line, 12 feet wide and from 4 to 5 feet deep.

The fallen timber in advance of the line of fortification, within range

of canister and grape, makes the construction of rifle-pits almost im-

possible. I have no evidence that the enemy has been demoralized by
our presence, there having been no desertions or messages from them.

I therefore infer they will make a good resistance if attacked. I will

look into the practicability of using cotton bales as you suggest. I am
truly anxious to forward your views, but I am satisfied that without

long-range artillery to silence the enemy's batteries I cannot assail the

town without great sacrifice of men, with doubtful hope of success.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. B. GAENETT,
Brigadier-Genera I, Commanding.

P. S.— I have made arrangements to send you couriers by a shorter

route. Please order the arrangements to be completed on your side of

the river.

Headqtjartees,
Ivor, Ya., April 2, 1863.

]\Iaj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding, &c.

:

General : I think that the force recently at Newport News has gone
West, except the re-enforcements left at Suffolk. From the accounts
that I get the force at Suifolk varies from 18,000 to 50,000. The former
estimate is probably about right, though I cannot satisfy myself that
there can be more than 16,000. This is considerably more than I can
put into the field. I must therefore call for the brigades of Kemper
and Garnett, of General Pickett's division, and I also desire that you
send the two Whitworth guns—all to Franklin. It may be necessary
for you to suspend operations in North Carolina until I can send you
another force. I desire particularly to haul from the counties east of
the Chowan the subsistence and quartermasters' supplies there. We
may not have so favorable an opportunity, and it is important that we
should get the supplies from those counties. The enemy's cavalry force

is more than double that which I can put into the field. I am particu-
larly anxious to get a regiment of cavalry to put with our present force.

If the cavalry has gone to Bertie I wish you would order it up to Frank-
lin, except a regiment for Bertie and to look after gunboats. If the
cavalry is still with you please make prompt arrangements with it to

meet these views. I hope that you will lose no time in putting the bri-
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gades of General Pickett's division at Franklin, and tke two Whit-
worth guns, unless one is indispensable to you. Let the cavalry report
at the same point. I would like to be advised of the time necessary to
accomplish this, as this alone will delay my operations. I sinceVely
hope that you may have succeeded at Washington.

I remain, general, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTREET,

Lieutenant- Genera 2, Commanding.

Beigade Headquaktees,
Goldsborough, N. €., April L', 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding in the Field :

Geneeal : Yesterday I received a note from General Longstreet stat-

ing that 10,000 or 12,000 men of the enemy had left Newport News, Va.,
for the coast of this State. General L. stated that he had good reason
to think they were intended for New Berne. He has directed me to

look after the enemy in the direction of New Berne and Wilmington,
l)referring the safety of the latter to this pla«e. I have directed Gen-
eral Kemper to get the earliest information from New Berne and if

any movement be commenced to send yon intelligence at once, as Gen-
eral Longstreet directed you should be informed. Everything quiet

at last accounts. Kemper made his demonstration on Monday. I

sent to him a regiment. It is still there. As Evans' cavalry has been
taken away, tliere must be some cavalry in front, and I have directed

Eobertson to supply it. I pray by this time you have the enemy as yon
wish them.

Verv respectfully and truly,

E. RANSOM, Je.,

Brigadier- General.

Engineee Depaetment, Disteict op the Cape Feae,
Wilmington, N. C, April 2, 1863.

His Excellency Zebtjlon B. Vance,
Governor of the State of North Carolina :

Deae Sie : The army commissary here finds it extremely difficult to

keep up a supply of provisions to meet the wants of the army, and the

negro3S sent by you at work on defenses under my charge have in con-

sequence been on short rations since their arrival here. I respectfully

suggest that if you will induce the owners, or others interested in the

negroes, to send here a suitable supply of meat and bread I will pay the

highest market rates for it and see that the negroes are properly fed.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' W. H. JAMES,

Captain and Chief Engineer.

Wae Depaetment, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., April 2, 1863.

His Excellency Zebulon B. Vance,
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C. :

Sie- On the receipt of your telegram with regard to the condition of

affairs in Western North Carolina I directed General Donelsou to send
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a force to Asheville * and vicinity to repress the disorders existing there.

I have just received from him the following dispatch

:

Knoxville, Tenn., April 1, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon.

In compliance with your order a regiment of cavalry -will leave tliis place for Aslie-

villc, N. C, to-morrow morning, with orders to sweep the mountains in its vicinity of

marauders, conscripts, and deserters.
D. S. DONELSON,

Brigadier-General Commanding.

With high regard, your obedient servant,
J. A. SEDDON.

EiCHMOND, April 2, 1863.

W. S. Morris, Esq.,

President Telegraph Company:

I am desired by the Secretary of War to request that you will per-

mit nothing relative to the unfortunate disturbance which occurred in

the city to-day to be sent over the telegraph lines in any direction for

any purpose.
Very respectfully, &c.,

JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

EiCHMOND, April 2, 1863.

To the Richmond Press

:

Gentlemen: The iinfortunate disturbance which occurred to-day in

this city is so liable to misconstruction and misrepresentation abroad
that I am desired by the Secretary of War to make a special appeal to

the editors and reporters of the press at Richmond, and earnestly to

request them to avoid all reference directly or indirectly to the affair.

The reasons for this are so obvious that it is unnecessary to state them,
and the Secretary indulges the hope that his own views in this connec-
tion will be approved of by the press generally. Any other course must
tend to embarrass our cause, and to encourage our enemies in their in-

human policy.

Very respectful! v, &c.
JNO. WITHERS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquarters, April 3, 1863.
General R. E. Lee, Commanding :

GENEEAi: Your letter of the 27th is just received. On Monday I

started down for the Blackwater for the purpose of making arrange-
ments for crossing a force for foraging in the counties east of the
Chowan. I hope to be able to conceutrate a force and have good
bridges prepared by Wednesday next. My scout reported on Monday
that the enemy at Newport News had embarked—it was supposed for
North Carolina. There are some reports in this section that the enemy
lately at Newport News has gone West. According to the best informa-
tion that I can get he has a force at Suffolk of at least 17,000 men, well
fortified. However, I hope to be able to cross with about the same force
and to forage all the counties east of the Chowan. I do not deem it

practicable to make movements concealed in any portion of this country.

•See Seddou to Donelson, Series I, Vol. XXIII, Part IT, p. 72i).
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In the first place I do not suppose tbe enemy so very careless as to
admit of it; second, there are many people in the eastern counties who
sympathize with the opposite cause ; third, our transportation is the
most indifferent, rendering slow movements almost impracticable; rapid
movements out of the question. Tour transportation I thought indif-
ferent. If you could see such as there is in this section you would be
delighted at the contemplation of those large, fine teams of your own.
The vehicle almost universal here is what our soldiers call the ox sulky.
I will seud you a sketch of one of them as soon as I can get a good
draughtsman. I believe with you that a sudden vigorous attack upon
Suftblk would give me that place, but I see no chance of getting the
garrison unless I can get assistance from the Navy. Besides, it would
cost me 5,000 men ; but with another division I can do more and at a
third the sacrifice. I have thought since about January 23 last (when
I made the same suggestion to you) that one army corps could hold the
line of the Rappahannock while the other was operating elsewhere. I

cannot now appreciate the necessity of your retiring to the Annas in

case you send off more troops from the Rappahannock. There yon are
fortified on the river and on the heights ; on tbe Annas you would have
neither. Besides, you would lose morale and encourage the enemy. If

I move out to make the attack upon Suffolk I shall attack a position

which ought to be well fortified, and I have information that it is. That
position can be re-enforced from the Army of the Potomac in three

days. I might get re-enforcements from you possibly in two days. I

doubt, too, the policy of giving time to develop the plans of the enemy,
but would prefer to act before his plans are matured. Our plans must
be made to suit the emergency, so they might be more effective if made
and executed before the enemy's were matured. I shall move, as I have
said, across the Blackwater as soon as I can get substantial crossings,

and at least make a forced reconnaissance while I endeavor to draw oft

subsistence and quartermasters' stores. If more can be done without

great sacrifice I shall do it. My chief object in wishing a consultation

was to endeavor to get your aid in securing co-operation on the part of

the Navy. With that 1 should hope to capture the force at Suffolk and
re-enforcements from the army of the Rappahannock.

I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant.

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant-General, Commanding.

Headquaeteks,
Petersburg, Va., April 4, 1863.

General R. E. Lee,
Commanding, Fredericlcshurg, Va.

:

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let-

ters of the 27th and Slst ultimo and of the 2d instant. General Hill

has succeeded in cutting off the enemy's position at Washington from

his gunboals and has surrounded it, but he fears that time alone will

reduce the garrison. He complains of want of artillery. It is thought

that there are no iron-clads on the coast of North Carolina, and if I am

correctly informed there is but one in the James River. General Hill

is ordered and urged to be prompt in his operations. If he finds that

too much time will be consumed in reducing the garrison at any point

he is to draw off as scon as he gets out the supplies from the eastern

counties I hope to be able to cross the Blackwater on Wednesday or
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Thursday next and to get what supplies there are east of that stream

and, if I find it possible, to make an effort to get that garrison. There

seems but little room to doubt but the enemy is inclined to make his

great effort in the West, but we may break him up in the East and then

re-enforce in the West in time to crush him there. It may be necessary

in this view to suggest to the commander in the West to decline battle

there until we can re-enforce, unless he finds a favorable opportunity. I

hope to be able to finish with the operations in this section in time to

join you as soon as the roads are in condition for you to begin to oper-

ate. I have not thought that the enemy could advance on either this

or your line until the roads were better ; on this, not at all, unless he
sent other than the forces that he has had here. The forces that have

gone West may have been sent there to keep down trouble. It is pos-

sible, too, that he has deceived himself with regard to the forces sent by
us West. The three regiments that were sent from here may have been

magnified into a great force. Their papers have frequently mentioned
movements of our troops toward Kentucky.

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

P. S.—All of my information is to the effect that half at least of

Burnside's command is still at Suffolk.

Headquarters, April 4, 1863.

General E. B. Lee,
Commanding, Fredenricksburg, Va. :

General : I send you a letter just received from General Hill. I

have ordered six rifled guns instead of only four. As he has under-
taken Washington it is important that he should reduce it ; otherwise it

will give the enemy great confidence. I doubt if New Berne is worth
the trouble and time it would take to reduce it. General H. asks for

two weeks ; in addition to these two weeks it will require two to move
out to Suffolk and draw the supplies from there. Can we afltbrd to con-
sume this time and reach you before the enemy can move ? It depends
on your roads more than anything else. If you can spare me two more
brigades and artillery I can operate at once. I think that I might do
with one brigade and a battalion of artillery. If we succeed in getting
one of the positions of the enemy tbe others may not be so difQcult.

I remain, verv respectfully, your most obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

You might telegraph in such a way as to indicate your wishes without
making them understood to operators.

Headquarters,
Einston, N. C, April 4, 1863.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet,
Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina:

General : Tour letter of the 30th was duly received. Kemper made
a demonstration on New Berne. The enemy kept within hjs works. Hill
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has beeu arouud Wasbing'ton siuce Tuesday. He has called oue of my
regimeuts to his vicinity. Tomorrow Kemper goes to Franklin. I shall
be here with four regiments and enough artillery for my infantry. I have
but one squadron of cavalry. If an opportunity oflers I shall strike ; but
with only 2,500 men I shall have to be circumspect. Hill has directed me
not to go to Whiting under any circumstances unless the latter states
that the enemy's fleet is directly of!:' the forts below. In this ofiScial

note let me ask a favur. If it be possible to prevent it do' not let me
be kept only to watch when others are doing better. 1 am not partial

to service where there has been so little done and where there are poor
opportunities to render real good.

Very respectfullv, your most obedient servant,

E. EANSOM, Je.,

Brigadier- General.

HeAdquarteks, April 4, 1803.

General li. Ransom, [Jr.,]

Commanding at Goldshorongh, N. G. :

In case you are likely to give battle, telegraph for Colonel Hansom

;

otherwise let him remain on the coast. I do not know where General
llobertson is. Please send an order to him to send three companies of

cavalry to General Whiting. Explain to him why I send the order

through you.
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant- General Commanding.

'Headquarters, April 4, 1863.

General W. H. C. Whiting,
Commanding at Wilmington, N. C. :

Keep Col. [M. W.] Eansom unless his regiment is going into battle,

when General Ransom will telegraph for him. Three companies are

ordered in the place of Colonel Barbour. I hope that the monitor ofl

the bar will not be able to weather the storms. If she attempts to cross

have a iiarty ready to board her.
^ -^

^ JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General Commanding.

Headquarters Forces on Blackwater,
April 4, 1863.

Lieutenant-General Longstreet,
Commanding Department

:

General : I send you tha map of roads. The enemy have not gotten

over the fright of my move to Carrsville and are on the alert, expecting

an attack from us. My scouts report the cars running day aiid night

from Norfolk. I learn from Mr. Hofman, just from Suffolk, that when

ho left the forces consisted only of some sixteen to eighteen regiments

inclusive, say some 13,000 men. Thirteen regiments have been there,

aiid either three or five of the Ninth Army Corps are there. He thinks

that fortifications run from Suffolk to Dismal Swamp, but I think he is

mistaken and will have an examination made. If this be so it may be

61 R R—VOL XVIII
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difficult to get between Suffolk and Norfolk. He says the plan of Suf-

folk and fortifications I sent you is correct. The troops at Suffolk are

not reliable. I am preparing to rebuild the Joiner Biidge. I will hear

to-night, I think, from a gentleman in Suffolk and will write you by next

mail.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. JENKINS,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Headquartees,
Fete7-shurg, Va., April 4, 1863—2 p. m.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding, &c.:

General: In asking you to send me the cavalry, leaving a regiment
iu Bertie, I only wished the cavalry over and above the force that you
need on your picket line. Tliree companies should be kept with General
Whiting at Wilmington. The enemy seems to be re-enforcing in the

West with a view to operating actively there, and only on the defensive

in the East. We should therefore act promptly here with the purpose
of l^ushing some of our forces West as soon as we may be able to do so.

If you find that you are likely to be detained any time in reducing'Wash-
ington it will probably be better to abandon it and confine yourself to

drawing out the supplies from the eastern counties. This you can do
with the force properly belonging in North Carolina. The cavalry I will

send back as soon as we can get the supplies from the country east of
the Chowan. I want the brigades of Generals Garnett and Kemper at
Franklin, Ya., as soon as you find that you cannot reduce the garrison
at Washington without consuming too much time; or, if you are suc-

cessful, I want them returned to me at Franklin ; also my Whitworth,
if it is not the one that was burst. Give me the earliest information of
the time that these troops can be put at Franklin.

I -remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant- General.

I suppose that you know that we have not the ammunition to fight an
artillery battle against the enemy's fortifications.

Wilmington, N. C, Aipril 5, 1863.

Lieutenaut-General Longstreet :

Beauregard informs me eight monitors off Charleston Bar. Enemy
have landed four regiments on Cole's Island. He desires telegraph
kepi open.

W. H. C. WHITING.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., April 5, 1863.
General W. H. C. Whiting,

Wilmington, N, C. :

The movements of the enemy seem to threaten a-n approaching attack
on Charleston. Hold Eansom's brigade in readiness for movement iu
the event their forces should be concentrated for a land attack.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.
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GoLDSBOKOUGH, N. C, April 5, 1803.

Maj. G. .AIoxLEY Sorrel, Assistant Adjutant- General

:

1 Lave no cavalry to seud to Wilmington; all available actively em-
ployed. Claiboiue's liorses broken down. Will send tlie coiupaiiies as
soon as possible.

B. U. KOBEliTSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry.

Hdqrs. Forces on Blackwater, April C, 1863.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet:
General : I have postponed for a few days my attemi)ts u])ou the

enemy's advanced i^ost, having found him much on the alert. In view
of your designs I have taken steps to have them think yon are gone to

the West with the greater portion of your force to meet Burnside's
movement. I will send an intelligent officer or scout to-night to dis-

cover whether it will be possible to throw a force by the south side be-

tween Suflblk and Xorfolk. He will have no idea, of course, why I wish
to know, as I will lead him to suppose it is merely for a Cavalry raid to

tear uj) the railroad, &c. If it cannot be done we might effect the same
object by crossing the Nansemond Eiver by pontoon. My last estimate
of the forces at Suflblk I think correct—say 12,000 to 15,000. If you
succeed in capturing them it will be the most brilliant aflair of the war
and would be attended by glorious results to the cause. Part of Lane's
battery has arrived, but the most important guu for our ])urposes is not
witli if, anil the ammunition is defective. 1 hope, the Whitworth gun
Avill be here in time for the gunboat; at any rate I will make the at-

tempt with the guns I have the next trip they make.
I am, general, your obedient servant,

M. JENKINS,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters, April 6, 18C3.

General M. Jenkins, Commanding at Blackwater :

General : I desire that you have your command in readiness to cross

the Blackwater on Friday. The divisions of Generals Pickett and Hood
will not be able to cross'before Saturday ; but if the force at Suflblk is

no larger than stated in your letter of the 4th you will be able to cross

with the two brigades on the day before them and take up some strong

position between the Blackwater and Suflblk. You will probably cross

at the Franklin Bridge. I hope to join you on Thursday at your head-

quarters and will then give detailed instructions. The regiment of

Colonel Baker should be ready to move with you. You should have

four days' rations cooked. The squadron of Captain Graham is ordered

to be at Blackwater Bridge, to cross at that point, and move on the

Hank via Windsor. The pickets that you have on the other side of the

Blackwater had better be left there, provided with the number of

rations already mentioned. You can take them on to join you after

crossing. You will require tools for intrenching. The cavalry should

be provided with wires to stretch across the roads in case the enemy's

cavalry should attack it, particularly for any cavalry charge.

Please acknowledge receipt of this by telegraph.

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
' JAMES LONGSTREET,

Lieutenant- General, Commanding.
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Headquarters,
Fetersbvrfi, Va., April G, 1803—1 p in.

]\IiiJ. (leii. 1). II. niLL, Commanding, &c. :

General : From your letter of the 4tli instant I infer that your cav-

ahy is picketin^^ continually from lloauoke to Wilmington. This, it

seems to me, is superfluous labor. I should think three companies
(juite eiiough ibr General Whitius'. Six ought to be enouj,di at and
around Xew Eeriie and three near Washington. Then a caviilryforce

—

say Claiborne's regiment—in Bertie ought to be more than enough to

watch that country while their horses are resting. The balance of the

ibrce ought to be kept iit some siiitable point for other operations and
for foraging (he animals. If, however, you cannot make such arrange-

ments i must do without him. I am sati: tied that "we have a much
greater cavalry force than the enemy. That being the easel cannot
see how we should be obliged to use but ])art of a regiment on the
other side of the IJiackwater against two of the enemy. The enemy is

i('l)orte(l to be ready to conuueuce his attack ui)on Gha.rleston, so he
cannot re enforce from that quartei*. My move across the Blackwater
will secure you against any re-enforcement from that (|uarter, so you
will be free to operate with your other forces, which (not including Gen-
erals Garnett and Kemper) will exceed the force of the enemy. The
two legimcnts at Hamilton ought to be enough to keep up your invest-

ment without Garnett, and they will then be in position to cut oft' any
ibrce that might be so indiscreet as to venture nj) to Weldon. You
could at least keei> the enemy inside his works and draw out tiie su])-

l)lies from the eastern i)ortion of the State. Your letter of the 2d in-

stant expressed conUdence in entire success if you could get four other
rifle guns. I ordered them to you at once, bat you now say that noth-
ing but heavy artillery will answer. I hope, therefore, that you will re-

turn the guns under Gapt. [James] Eeiliy to me at Franklin. I hope
to cross the river on Saturday, and as they are the only long-range
guns belonging to one of my divisions they will be essential to me.
The enemy will surely be in condition to begin his operations on the
Itappahannock in a month more, and we should at least be ready to de-
fend in this department and re-enforce on the Eapj)abannoek by that
time. I was so much encouraged by your letter of the 2d that I sent
you the artillery that you called for and asked if the time (two weeks)
could be given you with Garnett's and Kemper's brigades. From your
letter of the 4tli 1 conclude that it is still a matter of doubt whether
you will then reduce the garrison at Washington. It must be better,
therefore, for me to get my forces together at once and move across the
IJiackwater and secure such provisions and forage as may be in that
lK)rtion of Virginia and North Carolina.

I remain, very respectfully, vour most obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant- General^ CommandiiKj.

It may be that after 1 have finished on the other side that I can send
y.ou some other force, but 1 ])resume that I shall be obliged to return to
the Eappahannock.

Beadquarters,
Poternhiirff, Va., April 6, 18G3.

General I). 11. Hill, Commanding :

General: In writing for the cavalry I only wanted such as would
not be in use in your line as pickets. Three companies should go to
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General Wbitiiig. I wisli yoii would ostiiblisli an infantry and cavalry
force in Bertie to guaid tlie Chowan and give notice at Franklin if any
of the enemy's gunboats ascend the river. 1 think there can be no need
of troops at Weldoii except such as niay bo necessary to guard the
bridge. I sent you four riile guns ami two Nai)oleons. I shall need
them as soon as you may be able to dispense witli them. When they
are returned send tliem to Kraiiklin l)y rail. Let me know by telegraph
when tliey will start back.

Most respectfully, vour obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTKEET,
Lieutenant- Qenerul, Commanding.

P. S.—I have this moment received your letter of the 4th. I wrote
you yesterday, suggesting that you might keep Garnett's brigade if it

would be of much use to you. You now say, however, that heavy artil

lery alone can be useful, so I suppose there is no prospect of a success-
ful termination of your ex])editiou. I sent authority to yon to keep Gen-
eral Garnett and sent you six of my best field guns. As they will be of
no service to you I hope you will send them back to Franklin as soou
as possible. You can at least keep the enemy inside his works and iia iil

oti'all sujiplies that may be in tlie counties cast of you. This will be a
great thing, and we may yet be able to render you such aid as you de-

sire. You know, thougli, that we cannot aflord to fight artillery against
them, particularly when they are behind their works. The order for

the returu of the tioops was given under the impression drawn trom
ycmr letters that there was no prospect of reducing the garrison at
Washington. A lef^er from you yesterday seems to give some hope
of success aiid you were then authorized to retain Garnett. Now. again,

you seem to have but little hope exceitt from heavy aitillery. The
enemy is reported about to commence o])erations at Charleston, so you
can go on, at least, hauling off sujiplies from any portion of the State.

If 1 can get through. in time or tiud that 1 can render other assistance

to you 1 will do so promptly. I regret very much that matters have so

turned out as to delay me, but we must hoi)e for better fortune hereafter.

IlEADQtTAETEES DErARTMENT OF P>,ICHMOKD,
April 0, 1803.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, Commandinff :

General : I received your note this evening and hasten to answer it.

The proposiHl diversion on the I'eninsula can be made. Owing to the

continually threatened riots in llichmond it would not do to move any
of lihetCs "command. It must be done with Wise's brigade. He has ou
the Pamunkey oiSO men guarding and suj)porting the engineers in tear-

ing up the railroad iron from West Point to White House. This cannot

be disturbed. He has then left 1,503 infantry and -f 12 cavalry and two

light batteries, making a force of I,!)?;") and two batteries. Tins, deduct-

ing cam)! guards to be left at Chaffin's farm, will constitute the expedi-

tion under General Wise. 1 shall start Jiim down the J'eninsula Wed-
nesday morning unless I receive contrary instrncfions from you by
telegraph. There is a force at Yoiktown of from 3,0()(> to 5,()()() men.

Of c-ourse Ohafiin's and Drewr> 's Ulntls will be left without any infantry.

J do not think it will be well to go far bi'yond Yorktown unless'the force

up to that point is met andwhi|t])ed. Fort Alagrnder, you are aware, will

have to be carried or the ganison forced to retire befoie proceeding to
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Yorktown. Wise has been chafing for a chance and I ain glad he has

got it. He knows the country thoroughly and no doubt will do well.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

ARNOLD ELZET,
Major-Gcneral.

Headquaetees Aemt of Noexheen Vieginia,
April G, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. Aenold Elzet,
Commanding at Richmond, Va. :

Geneeal : General Longstreet conteui plates a move across the Black-

water and thinks he may require more infantry and artillery than he

now has. In that event, can you spare him either Wise's brigade or

your artillery battalion, armed as infantry, with a light battery or two?

As he will be in front of Richmond, and as there are now no Federal

troops on the James River, except those in his front, I think you could

re-enforce him with advantage. Please see the Secretary on the subject

and communicate with General Longstreet.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

Headquaetees Aemy of ISToetheen Vieginia,
April 6, 18G3.

Lieut. Gen. James Longsteeet,
Commandinc], ii:c., Petersburg, Va.:

Geneeal : I have received your two letters of the 4th instant, inclos-

ing one from General D. H. Hill, of the 2d instant. General Hill seems
to be operating judiciously and you have given him all that he requires.

I hope therefore he may be successful and may not be obliged to storm
the enemy's iutrenchments, which might cause the loss of many of our
brave ra(;D. I was in hopes he might have had enough troops in the
Department of North Carolina for his military operations, and jegret
that he has to use Kemper's and Garnett's brigades for such work.
Ton know how much depends on your divisions, and I wish to reserve

them as much as possible. As to your own operations you must push
them according to your own judgment, and I would recommend care-

ful reconnaissances beibre attacking Suffolk or any other fortifications

of the enemy, and that you endeavor to draw his forces out by threaten-
ing his communications. I think you will find none of Burnside's corps
opposed to you. The troops in your trout are those which have been at
Norfolk and Old Point. Burnside's corps has certainly gone West. At
the first intimation of its departure from Newport News a scout was
dispatched to watch the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. He proceeded
as far as Ellicott's Mill and learned that the troops had been brought up
the bay and were encamped around Baltimore. He saw them on their
way over the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and counted some fifty-seven

trains. He conversed with the men at some of the stations, who ex-

I)ressed great dissatisfaction at being transferred West ; were fearful of
the climate, their health, &c., and deserted on every opportunity that
oflered. The troops conveyed over this road were altogether infantry.

If any artillery was taken West it was carried on the Pennsylvania
Gentral road, which, I learn from other sources, was also used in the
transportation of Burnside's corps.
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The roads iu this section have dried aatouishiugly, but the storm of
Saturday has again surrounded us with mud and water. I cannot say
whether General Ilocrker will advance or not, though, as before stated,
all the information I receive from every source goes to show tliat it is
his intention to do so, and that he is prepared. It may be a part of their
general plan to deceive us while re-enforcing their western armies; but
as soon as I can move I will endeavor to find out. In the mean time I
<lo not think it prudent to weaken the force here, but should you require
more strength I think it better that you call on General Elzey for Wise's
brigade and such artillery as can be sent you from Richmond. I have
written to General Elzey on the subject.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. E. LEE,
General.

Division Headquaetees,
April 6, 18G3.

Lieut. Gen. James Longsteeet :

My Deae General : I sent up yesterday some Yankees taken by
Bearing. From what I could gather from the sergeant a good many
enlistments would soon expire, and he seemed to think the men would
not re-enlist and thought they would not be forced iu. Schriver is here
yet. I would have sent him down yesterday to Sufiblk, but he will have
to go to Newport News ; thence to Norfolk and Suffolk. He says he
will have no difBculty in reaching Suffolk by that route, but much by
any other. In order to send him that way some little money will be
necessary. I have none except Confederate money, which will not pass.
I think $40 of State money would answer and would be well expended.
He could return (by starting on Wednesday) on Sunday or Monday
next, and could bring back accurate informatioa if he chooses. I think
it worth trying, and if you have any funds on hand for such purposes
and wish the venture made please send down by first train. If not I
will immediately return Schriver to his comi^any.

I am, general, your obedient servant and friend,

GEO. E. PICKETT.

P. S.—Mr. Riddick hears from Chuckatuck that the Yankees have
not crossed the river at Eeed's Bridge, but are repairing the bridge;
will take jn-obably three days. When completed it gives them a chance
to sweep the countrj'. Shall I send expedition down after forage and
at same time burn bridge ?

Wae Depaetment, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., April 7, 1 803.

Lieut. Gen. James Longsteeet, Commanding, &c.

:

General : Your letter of the Cth instant* reached mo this morning.
Gratified to learn that you contem])late an important movement at so

early a day. I was anxious to aid iu making it as effective as possible

and lost no time in conferring with the Secretary of the Navy to secure

the co-operation of such vessels as could be commanded to cut oil' tlie

enemy from retreat and effect their capture. Tlie Secretary iiad every
disposition to meet your views, and thought at first that the iron-clad
'

* See p. 910.

~~
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gunboat Eiclimond, with another light steamer, might be ventured to

aid your operations. He had, however, to consult his naval officers and
likewise to learn whether the obstructions could be removed or widened
in time to allow the ships to pass. Unfortunately, it has been ascer-

tained that the vessels could not pass without such removal of the

heavy obstructions as to render it very doubtful whether the work
could be accomplished iu time. At the same time the replacement of

the obstructions after the termination of the expedition, it is estimated,

would require much time and expenditure. I have required a fuller

report than I yet have to satisfy me of the inexpediency of attempting
the present removal ; but Colonel Gilmer, the head of the Engineer
Bureau, expresses himself so strongly against the feasibility of the

speedy removal that I fear that portion of your plan will have to be
relinquished. Should I conclude otherwise I will promptly inform you

;

but you had better proceed without counting on naval co-operation. I

have arranged with Major General Elzey to make an expedition down
the Peninsula with some 2,000 men, as if to threaten Yorktown and
Fort Monroe, and at the same time to have a few companies of cavalry
threaten the enemy at Gloucester Town, as if there was a imrpose, by
combined attack, to carry all the posts of the enemy on the Peninsula.
These movements, it is hoped, will agitate and alarm the enemy, so as
to make their resistance to your real attack less serious and eft'ectually

preclude their drawing any re-enforcements from this side.

With my best wishes for the success of your operations, I remain, with
high respect, verv truly, yours,

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

IIeadquaetees, April 7, 18C3.

Major-General Elzey, Commanding

:

General: In giving instructions to General Wise you had better
direct that he should not pass Yorktown any considerable distance with
his entire force unless he finds that he will by doing so draw out the
force at Yorktown, hut that instructions must not prevent him taking
advantage of any favorable opportunity that may occur.

1 remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

TAeutenant- General, Commanding.

P. S.—It would probably be well to magnify his command as much as
he can. The enemy likes to be deceived, or rather to have good excuses
for reverses. Peoi)le wlio i)lay tii(!ks are always the easiest tricked. He
might give it out that you are bebind liim with any number of troops.
I want half a doKcn 20-i)ounder Parrotts for my expedition. I have the
men and horses for them if you cannot spare them.

Headqtjaeteks,
Petersburg, Va., April 7, I8G3.

MaJ. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding :

General: Your letter of the 5th instant is just received. You
should remember that my orders are based upon information that I re-

ceive. Up to the 2d instant you gave me no reason to hope that you
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could accomplish anything at Washington; on the contrary, you seemed
to have but little hope in your own letter, and frequently forwarded
letters from General Garnett which always argued the utter impossi-
bility of your being able to accomplish anything. Under these circum-
stances I called for the troops to be returned to me that I might put
tbeni at other work, for we have already been idle too long. Then
came your letter of the 2d, which was full of encouragement and hope.
I sent you, instead of four guns, as you desired, six, and sent you au-
thority to retain General Garnett's brigade. After your letter of the
2d came one of the 4th, which, I believe, was more desponding than
your previous letters, and expressing the opinion that nothing but heavy
artillery would answer any good purpose. I then sent my order for

Garnett's brigade to return and the six pieces of artillery. Your letter

of the 5th revives much hope again, and I now authorize you to retain

General Garnett and the six held pieces if they are important to yon.
1 fear from the tone of General Garnett's letters that he was so well

satisfied that Washington could not be taken that he was not eveu
willing to make the effort. Because things are not laid down in the
book it does not follow that things cannot be done. You mention for

the first time that General Foster is below you with a succoring force.

K that be so New Berne must be weak and General liansom might get

a position below it, which will leave it in the same condition as Wash-
ington. I would have been glad to have left General Kem|ier at Kins-

ton to aid in such a purpose had I been advised. You have enough
force for this and your own work without him, however; that is, if you
have not sent General Garnett back. If there is a good point below
New Berne where a battery can be placed which will cut off the garrison

from succor you had better have it fortified at once. You will readily

see the advantage of this without my going into details. The Secretary

of War telegraphed General Whiting yesterday that he should hold

General Eansom ready to go to South Carolina. General Whiting

telegraphed me to know what he should do. He is ordered to leave

General Kansom where he is, but the Secretary is advised that General

Evans may be spared, but it is the only brigade at Wilmington. Com-

municate with me at Franklin, either by telegraph or otherwise. Any-

thing of the ordnance department send to Col. P. T. Manning at this

place. If General Kansom can get a good position below New Berne

which he can fortify I think Colonel Manning can send him some heavy

guns.
I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
TAentcnant- General, Commanding.

r. S.—I fully appreciate the importance of your success. Besides the

bacon and corn that you speak of it ought to give us the coast of North

Carolina as far as the mouth of the Chowan at least.

Headquarters,
retcrshurg,»Va., April 7, 1803.

General R. E. Lee, Commanding:

General : Y'our letter of the 5th is received. General Hill reports

the enemy in the river below him with a considerable succoriiig torce

under General Foster; that his fort, some distance below, keeps the
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force back, and that the enemy will have to come out and give him
battle before he can reach Washington, unless he succeeds in reducing
the fort. He has not yet been able to make any impression upon our
fort. General Hill is now ordered to endeavor to establish a like fort

below New Berne to prevent this succoring force returning to New
Berne. He expresses every confidence in being able to overcome the
enemy should he land for the purpose of relieving Washington. If he
reduces Washington and succeeds in getting a good point on the riA'er

below New Berne I hope that all of the State (North Carolina) below
the Chowan will soon be relieved of the presence of the enemy. I shall

not be able to cross the Blackwater before Saturday, possibly not before
Sunday. If I find it practicable I shall get around the enemy's position
at Suffolk and endeavor to cut oif re-enforcements by batteries on the
river, &c. I do not propose to do anything more than draw out the
supplies from that country unless something very favorable should offer.

I have ordered General Wise, with such of his force as can be spared
from Richmond, to make a strong diversion on the Peninsula. If I find
ihat I can do no more than haul oft' supplies I shall hurry one of my
divisions (Hood's) back, so as to be within reach of you, unless the force
is much stronger at Suffolk than you suppose it to be.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General.

Headqxjartees,
retershiirg, Va., April 7, 1803.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War :

Sm : Major-General Hill is now operating against Washington, N. C,
with the purpose of reducing that garrison and opening thereby the
counties east of that to our subsistence and quartermasters' depart-
ments. The town of Washington is completely invested, and a^foTt
that we have constructed below that cuts off re-enforcements. General
Foster is said to be in the mouth of the river with re-enforcements, but
unable to get them to Washington until he can reduce our fort. He
has not as yet been able to make any imi>ression on the fort, and wo
hoi)e that he may be obliged to land and give battle or give up the
garrison. In the mean time General Hill is ordered to throw a force
below New Berne and fortify some good position so as to prevent Gen-
eral Foster returning to New Berne. To make this last move secure it
may be necessary for General Hill to use the brigade of General Evans,
ihe only one left at Wilmington. I deem it proper to advise you of the
condition of affairs in North Carolina that you may better judge of tJie
])ropriety of ordering General Evans' brigade to Charleston. I have
received no intimation from the department that any of the troops of
this command would be called for to re-enforce Charleston and could
not therefore be expected to be ready for such emergency. If the
safety of Charleston depends upon such re-enforcements, however, we
can resume defensive arrangements and spare even more than this
brigade. •

1 remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.
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April 1, 18G3—7.30 p. m.
[Maj. Gen. U. H. Hill:]

General : I have examined the positions in front of WashiDgton for

rifled pieces with Oapts. [Samuel E.] Bunting and Starr, of the artillery,

and am of the opinion that those occupied by the smooth-bores of Cap-
tain Starr's battery, six in number, are the most favorable that can be
found. They are on the east and front of the town and would command
the block-house and new earthwork (lately erected by the Yankees to

fire, I presume, on Eodman's Point) and the fort, as it is called, about
the center of line of intrenchments. I shall strengthen the earth about
thorn to-night and will be ready for them whenever they may be sent.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. B. GAENETT,
Brigadier- General, GommancUng.

Headquarters Brigade,
Gonientnea Creel: Bridge, April 7, 1803.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:
General: I got here at i2 o'clock to-day with my three regiments

and battery. General Eobertson has gone to the front. 1 hoar nothing

from Swift" Creek to-day. Diiect your couriers to bring dispatches by
the cross-roads some 8 or 10 miles this side of your headquarters, where
the Greenville road crosses the Birney place and Boyd's Ferry road,

and thence direct to this place and not by Snow Hill. General Eobert-

son has ordered an ofhcer to fix this line of couriers. If the enemy
attempt to move on Greenville we will try to give a good account of

ourselves.

Yours, &c.,
E. EANSOM, Jr.,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters,
Kinston, I\\ G., April 7, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Gommanding North Garolina :

Dear Sir : Your favor of yesterday is to hand. Whitford had sent

me word of the advance of the enemy. I shall be ready to obey your

instructions. Some days ago I sent a force to the Contentnea to throw

up batteries, rifle-pits, '&c., to protect those passes. 1 wrote you last

evening. The couriers seem to travel too slowly. I will direct them to

go 8 miles the hour. Order yOurs in coming this way to do the same.

1 have just gotten yours of yesterday, and it is 7 o'clock.

Yours, very respectfully,
'

E. EANSOM, Jr.,

Brigadier- General.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, April 7, 18G3.

General W. H. 0. Whiting,
Wilmington, N. C. :

General Evans' brigade must be held prepared to move to Charleston.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.
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Headquarteks,
Wilminfjion, W. C, April 7, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Cross-Eoads, 3 miles sovth of Washington, W. C:

General : I wisb I liad some 10-])oiiiider Parrotts for you, but we
liave never Lad any of those guns tliougli I liave frequently applied

for tlieiii. My tield artillery is wretched, heing mostly smooth-bore and
howitzers. 1 ho])e you will be successful, but fear they will be enabled

to re enforce. BeauVegard reports all theiiionitorsolftliebar at Charles-

ton. Secretary of War ordered me to hold Ransom in readiness to move.
T referred the dispatch to Longstreet.

Very respectfully,

W. H. 0. WHITING,
Brigadier General.

Wilmington, N. C, April 7, 18G3.

Lieutenaiit-Geueral Longstreet :

Secretary of War has ordered Evans' brigade to be ready to move.
Action commenced at Charleston. I must have some troops to replace
them if they go; it will not do to leave this place bare.

W. n. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, April 8, 18C3.

General James Longstreet, Pelershurg, Va. :

1 would not have you abstain from ofl'ensive O])era,tion. They may
effect as much by diversion as more dire(;t aid. Still if you can arrange
to spare one brigade (say ]']vans') for Wilmington I should be much
pleased. The arrangement.to send one forward in case of necessity was
known to General Beauregard and Gejieral Whiting prior to your com-
mand, and I supposed had been communicated to you.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secreiary of War.

Headquarters, April 8, 1803—3 p. m.

Maj. Gen. D. 11. Hill, Commanding, &c.:

General : Let me suggest that you have your fort so arranged that
you will be able to i)ut your guns out of fire from the gnnboa-ts if it

should become necessary. By liaving your platforms high you caii put
your guns on them when in action, and if the enemy's guns have a longer
range than yours you can run your guns down under the parapet so as
to get them out of fire ; or you might have pits alongside your platforms
so as to run your guns out of fire. We must not expe<!t to contend
against the enemy in ammunition, so it may become necessary for you
to occu))y the fort merely to keep back the enemy's transports or only
to ])lay njion the gunboats when they are in close range. If you can
cut tieiieial Foster off from New Berne by using Evans' biigade at Wil-
mington, do not hesitate to do so. Your force in North Carolina mu.st
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be su])eri()r to tliat of tlw^ enemy. If you eaii only j^ot liis giurisou ut
one position yoii will be ulile to concentrate lo gTcat advantage upon
tlie next.

I remain, very resi)ectfully, youi- most oliedient servant,
JAiMES LON(J STREET,

Lieutciiaid-GcHcral.

llEWXiVAllTKlia,
rotc>\sbuy(j, Va., April 8, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. D. EC. Hill, Commanding, A:c.:

General: 1 wrote you yesterday to endeavor to get a point below
IS^ew Berne to prevent General Foster's return there with his re-enforce-
ments. If you cannot make such arrangements at once have it in your
mind, and should Foster laud and give you battle be ])repared to cut
him oil' from jSTewIJerue by land and water, if you are so Ibitunate as to
beat him baelc. Please scud couriers and letters to me at Frauklin until

otherwise advised. The War Department has arranged it so that your
command is a department and includes all thetrooi)s in I he State. The
Secretary has ordered (xeneral Evans' brigade to lie ready to go to

Charleston. I hope that it will not be necessary to send him there.

I remain, verv respectfully, your (jhedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTltEET,
lAeutentuit-GcHcral, (Jomnunuling.

Headquakteus,
Petersburg, Va, April 8, 1SG3.

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Wilmington, H. G.

:

I wrote the Secretary of W^ar yesterday. Ue knows your situation.

I hope that there may be no occasion for Evans to move.
JAMES LONGSTllEET,

Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

IlEADyUAETERS,
Petertdmrg, Va., April 8, ISIJ.'J.

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Commanding, &e., Wilmington, IV. C.

Genejial: Colonel Long has just made his inspection rei)ort. lam
much gratified at the favorable account that he gives of your coudition

and your progress in your difficult labors. I have ordered the chief of

subsistence to have you supplied with provisions for at least a month at

your forts. It seems to me that you lia\e hardly enough ammunition in

your forts. I liave written the Secretary of War, giving him,. I think,

very good reasons why your garrison should not be reduced below its

])resent force, yet 1 think that that force can be si)ared for a few days

better than any other. General Hill is now at Washington. He has

invested the place and has thrown up a fort below which cuts outre-en-

forcements. General Foster is below with re-enfoieeinents, but cannot

get in unless he can reduce the fort. General Dill thinks that he will

be compelled to land and give battle or give n[)the garrison. If he

lands we hope to destroy him. General Hill is ordered to try and throw

a force below New Berne and erect a battery on the river, which will pre-

vent Foster from returning to JSTew Berne. I have explained the condi-
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tion of afiairs to the Secretary, snggestiiig that if you could keep Evans

yon could so co-operate as to make the last move completely successful,

i wish you to have this iu your mind, and if, in communicating with

General Ransom, you find a favorable opportunity you should not fail to

take advantage of it. I leave to-night for Frankliu to cross Blackwater

and cut ofl' re enforcements for North Carolina, and at the same time

haul off all provisions, &c., from the counties east of the Blackwater.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenan t- General Commanding.

Confidential.! IIdqrs. Army of Northern Virginia,
April 9, 1803.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War

:

Sir : General Longstreet proposes to cross the Blackwater with a

view to obtaining supplies from the counties of Nansemond, Isle of

Wight, &c. He is apprehensive that the enemy may move up James
River and get in his rear, and asks whether he cannot obtain some co-

operation from the Navy. I am not aware that the Navy can oi)erate

below the obstructions at Drewry's Bluff. If, however, any of their

steamers could go down as low as Hardy's Bluff, at which point General
Longstreet might place some batteries on the land, they could observe
the river below, and I do not think the enemy would venture to throw
a land force ashore above Day's Point. They might also enable the
Quartermaster's Department to use boats on the river to transport sup-
2)lies, which would prove more expeditious than hauling them by land.

I am, with much respect, your obedient servant,

E. E. LEE,
General.

Headquarters,
Gross-Eoads, April 9, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding, "i&c.:

General: General Pettigrew reports that the enemy are advancing
upon him (l.lo p. m.; reached here about 3 p. m.). I immediately or-

dered the Fiftieth to him. Since then two dispatches have been
received. The first stated that the part of the column seen by Major
Ross was half a mile long, but he did not see the rear of it. The next
states that there were three brigades of infantry and two regiments,
and that there were eighteen pieces of artillery. I have ordered the
Fiftieth Regiment and Second Battalion (seven companies) down to
him. The last two dispatches were sent by General P. They were from
Leventhorpe's officers. Nothing has been received from General P.
since his first dispatch, asking me to send a part of my troops to him.
Since then I have sent him tiie dispatch from Morehead, stating that
they were within 4 miles of Swift Creek. Nothing has been received
from Swift Creek since the first dispatch (2.30 p. m.). I do not think
there will be an advance from Swift Creek, but I may be mistaken. The
last courier from GeneraJ Pettigrew said they were fighting at Blount
Creek Mill.

Very respectfully, &c.,
JUNIUS DANIEL,

Brigadier- General.
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April 9, 18G3—11.45 o'clock.

[Maj. Gen. D. U. Hill:]

General: I have sent the battery which came with Colonel Martin's
regiment (it arrived this morning) back to its station. I have more
light artillery than I can nse. Forage is getting very scarce, and Col-

onel M. says it is needed in the defense of Rainbow Banks. I would
also suggest in this connection that Captain Starr's battery be also

ordered to Greenville, or any other point you may deem best. The bat-

teries of Captains Keilly and Bunting are suiiicient, I should tliink, for

inj" command. The enemy strengthen their works isvery night. Their
line of intreuchments is now as strong as it can well be made, as far

as I can judge with my glass. My wagon train started down to Pungo
yesterday morning.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

11. B. GABNETT,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

IlEADQUAltTEKS,
Petersburg, Va., April 'J, 1SG3—t) a. m.

Maj. Gen. D. 11. IIill,

Commanding Department of North Carolina :

General: If you can operate without the aid of Evans' brigade the

commanding general desires you to order it to be in readiness to move
to Charleston at a moment's notice. If you need it and cannot get along

without it he desires yon to retain it. General Longstreet left last night

for Franklin. Your communication by courier of the 7th instant is re-

ceived. It will be forwarded at once to the general.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOXLET SOEREL,
Assistant A djutant-General.

Brigade Headquarters,
Diascund Bridge, Va., April 9, 1803— 3.30 p. in.

Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey,
Commanding, d'C. :

General: I moved yesterday morning at 9 a. m. with my whole

force except the several guards. Arrived hero in person with the artd-

lery about 12.30 p. m. My men marched well and in tine spirits, and

did well in weather and bivouac and roads. The infantry are delayed

at Forge Bridge by the high water. I ordered the baggage wagons to

be emptied to take them across dry-footed. As soon as J arrived I

called the chief officers of this post together for reports. Here they

report

:

Holcombe LeKion, lit for actiou -
.-

'''

J2(l (Virginia) Battalion, Maj. [J. R.] Robertson, tit for action W

Total cavalry to lie rt-lied on in a figbt iil5

One section of artillery ^^-^^

One battalion of infantry -"•'

At Diascund, of all arms '*'''
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At Diascuud, of all arms 493

Re-enforcements brouglit hy me : •

Artillery (one battery ami two sections) 174

Infantry (71 officers ami 1,040 enlisted men) 1,111
Hawley's cavalry, about 35

Total of all arms brought by me ; 1,320

Total of all arms 1,813
Deduct for error in cavalry reitort 40

Total -- 1,773

SUMMARY.

Total of cavalry 210
Tolal of artillery - 213
Total of infantry 1,350

Grand total 1,773

Jf my nieu are not too much broken down I will move upon Williams-
huifx near eiiougli to attack to-morrow evening or by daylight next
nii)rnii)o-. 1 send you a note* from Colonel Tabb, which met me on the
way. Infantry or no infantry, enemy re-eufoiced or not, 1 will cer-
tainly attack them Saturday morning as early as n)y men can take aim.
I find the forces here deficient in ammunition, and beg you to forward
some, according to the accomi)auying requisitions, with dispatch.

Very truly, your obedient servant,

UENEY A. WISE,
Brigadier- General.

Navy Department, C. S. A.,
Eiclimond, April 10, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War :

Sni
:
I have tlie honor to request that the James Eiver obstructions

be opened at the earliest practicable moment, to permit the Eichmorid
to pass below theiu.

I deem it very important that our armed vessels iu the river should
be able to pass the barrier at any time, and I respectfully suggest that
this be provided for. The largo sclioouer Galego may perhaps be used
in connection with this measure.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. li. MALLORY,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Indoraements.]

April 11, 18C3.

Respectfully referred to the Tresident for his consideration.

J. A. S.,

Secretary.

It would be well, before action, to have a report and opinion of the
Chief Engineer.

J. D.

" Not found.
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April 12, 18(53.
To the Engineer Bureau:
Note the President's suggestion of a report. It is desirable to kuow

amoDg other things how far the permanence and security of the remain-
ing works would be endangered by making the required opening; how
long it would require to remove; whether the opeuing could be so ar-
ranged as still to make the obstructions efl'ective to arrest and keep
under fire hostile vessels attempting to pass, and also whether a pas-
sage might not more easily or advantageously be made by cutting a
canal around through the low ground on one side of the river at the
point of obstruction.

J. A. S.,

Secretary.

Engineer Eukeau, April 20, 18C3.

Eespectfully returned to the honorable Secretary of War.
A report in reply to the above questions has been forwarded to-day.*

J. F. GILMER,
Colonel of Engineers and Chief of Bureau.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Eiclimond, April 10, 18C3.
General W. H. C. Whiting,

Wilmington, N. C.

:

General Beauregard telegraphs that clear indications denote an early
attack by land from Bull's Bay on Charleston, as likewise contempo-
raneous assaults on other parts of his line, and urges earnestly the for-

warding of re-enforcements. If you can venture the risk, send forward
any troops (Evans' brigade or less). The movement, however, is rested

on your discretion, with only an expression of the desire of the Depart-
ment. If you send, inform General Longstreet, whose address I do not
kuow.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Franklin, Va., April 10, 1863.

Hon. Jambs A. Seddon:
It will probably occupy two weeks of time to haul out the subsistence

and quartermaster's supplies. This would probably give abundance of

time for the co-operation.

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Executive Department of Virginia,
April 10, 1803.

Hon. Jambs A. Seddon,
Secretary of War :

Sir: The mayor of this city has called upon the Governor for a mili-

tary force in aid of the civil authority in suppression of an outbreak

• See Gilmer to Sodflon, April 20, p. 1008,

03 R E—TOL XVUI
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which his honor has been informed may be expected during the coming

night. In addition to the fori* Brigadier-General Winder has placed

at^His Excellency's command, Major-General Elzey has been requested

to bring into the city two of his battalions. To this request the major-

general from Chaffin's Bluff has promptly replied:

Tho two battalions asked for have Ijeen ordered to hold themselves in readiness

uuder arms; but it would be well for His Excellency (the Governor) to apply, to the

Secretary of War in the mean time for the force under my conjmand. I am inspect-

ing, but will be in the city by sundown.

Accordingly, by direction of His Excellency, I have the honor to ask

that tbe order suggested by General Elzey may be given.

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. BASSETT FKENCH,
Colonel and Aide-de-Gamp.

April 10, 18G3—11 a. m.

[General Hill:]

General: My wagon train will be here from Pungo at 7 p. m., the

quartermaster writes me who is in charge of it. Captain Eeilly opened
oil the enemy this morning, but can produce but little effect, except to

make him keep close. They returned his fire with four 32-pouuders. I

trust to God all is going well with you. Let me know what I shall do.

My quartermaster at Tranter's Bridge has forage for some four days,

after which he says he knows not where to procure it. No recent news
from Bath.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. B. GAENETT,
Brigadier- General, Gommanding.

Jbstract from Field Eciarn of Troops comviandei hij Maj. Gen. S. G. French, April 10,

18G3.

Troops.

Forcea on Clackwater
32(1 Virf^inia Ketaioent
MoscIp.v'h artillery battalion. ...

Stiirdivaut Battery
llarijro^t' Blues
Dctaclimeijt cavali-y
Si:;iial Coi]>s
CaiDp paroled yjlisouers

On duty iu bo.spituls, Putorsbuf

Grand tot;il

Present for
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to the number at Torktown. Two (lieutenants) only at Newport News.
Hawkins' Zouaves at Camp Hamilton (Segar'sfarm) and Third New York
in garrison at Fort Monroe. None have gone to Svifi'olk since the 15th or

20th of March. Their number there is estimated at 20,000. I -will en-

deavor to learn the exact force there to-morrow night, when I shall pro-

cure papers, &c. Tbe usual fleet at the mouth of the river.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. H. CAUSEY,
Captain, Confederate States Army.

Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia,
April 11, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey,
Commanding at Eichmond:

General: Your letter of 7th has been received. Tbe diversion you
l)roject in the direction of Yorktown will serve to distract the enemy
and prevent re-enforcements being sent to Suffolk, and I hope will afford

more aid to General Longstreetthan the additional troops you could give

him. I approve, tberefore, of your course, and hope it will be carried

out boldly and energetically.
•1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. E. LEE,
General.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., April 11, 180 5.

General James Longstreet, Franldin, Va.:

General Beauregard is so urgent for re-enforcements that I request

you will send Itausom's brigade, or some other, to Wilmington to replace

Evans', wliicli I shall order to Charleston.
J. A. SEDDON,

Secretary of War.

Headquarters,
Seven miles of Suffolk, Va., April 11, 1803.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War

:

Sir- Your telegram is received. The most that we can possibly spare

to re-enforce General Beauregard would be a brigade. It would hardly

be worth the while to send it. I hope that General Hdl may m a few

davs be able to send more. I have advised him of General Beaure-

rrard's necessities. It must occupy the enemy several days to begin to

make any iin])ression at Charleston : meanwhile we may do much more

I'ood here and in North Carolina. General Hill's address by telegraph

Ts Kocky Mount, N. C; from that point your dispatches will be lor-

wirded to him. His orders and arrangements were complete as tar as

I could make them when I left Franklin. Please send him such orders

or instritctions as vou think proper.

May I ask that you pardon this pencil note ? My writing materials

have not yet come up.
, ,. ^ j.

I remain, most respectfully,
y-^^j^'^'-J^-SS^I^EBT,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.
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War Departmknt, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., April 11, 1863.

Geuerul W. II. 0. Whiting,
Wilmington, N. G.

:

1 have requested General Longstreet to send Eaiisom's or some other

brigade to Wilmington to replace Pjvaiis' brigade.
J. a; seddon,

Secretary of War.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, K C. April 11, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seudon.
Secretary of War, liichmond, Va.

:

Sir : I received your telegram referring to General Beauregard's ap-

])rebension of an attack by Bull's Bay. If well founded this is a very
serious demonstration, and, combined with the fact that the enemy is

in force in the Sounds below Charleston, where his base is, it will make
the successful defense of the city and surrounding country a very diffi-

cult problem with the force at General Beauregard's command. The
object of a demonstration by Bull's Baj might either be the establish-

ment in force on the Haddrell's Point side, isolation of Sullivan's Island,

and bombardment of the city, or an attempt to cut the I^orth Carolina
Ifailroad, or both. With regard to my power to assist General Beaure-
gard, you are aware that my force is already much reduced by the ab-
sence of General Hansom's brigade for the operations against Foster
about New Berne and Washington, in which also General Longstreet,
by letter of 8th instant, desires me to co-operate if possible. The only
available force here is Evans' brigade, not a very strong one. Of this

I must take the responsibility, upon your telegram, of sparing three
regiments to General Beauregard, though I must earnestly urge that
their place be supplied at once, with the double view of giving him, in
case of necessity, further and much needed aid and of preventing all

risk here where I am by no means as strong as I desire to be and
where the presence of troops is at all times necessary as well for labor
as for defense. With regard to the water defenses, I hope you will be
able to let me have at least two Brooke rifles, one for each entrance,
those guns appearing to have been most effective against monitors.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier Genei al.

IIeabquarters District op the Cape Fear,
Wilmington, N. C, April 11, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, liichmond, Va. :

Sir : A letter of Flag-OfQcer [William F.] Lynch to Secretary of the
Navy, with accompanying letter of Senator [GeorgeJ Davis, of North
Carolina, has been referred to me as relating to the defense of the Cape
Fear. There are several points in both letters (mistakes as well as im-
liroprieties) upon which 1 might remark with some animadversion. I
will simply refer to them : In the first place, the battery to which Flag-
Ofhcer Lynch refers, March 13, has not been discontinued, but (although
tbe guns will be needed for the North Carolina) is prepared for mount-
ing others; second, the ri^•er obstructions are not only much further
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advanced tban wheu " I (he) first cauie on tlie station," but nearly all

that has been done in this matter has been done since I assumed com-
mand ; is rapidly progressing as satisfactorily as the means at my com-
mand and the nature of the problem will permit. In this connection
permit me to refer you to my report on the defenses of the Gape Fear,
section headed •' Obstructions," and generally. Many projects of ob-

structions, mostly impracticable, have been presented to me. There is,

thirdly, "no uneasiness felt in the community" with which' the Depart-
ment has not been fully (through myself, when well iounded) made ac-

quainted, and upon which I have ])erhaps equal facilities with Senator
Davis to enlighten it. Flag-Officer Lynch says, fourthly, " Under these
circumstances I pray you to obtain authority for me to obstruct the
river, which in twelve days I will bo ready to defend with the jSTorth

Carolina under one coat of plating." I am competent to give the au-

thority asked and most cheerfully concede it in the same spirit in which
I have always assisted and co-operated with the Navy and always shall,

though I most respectfully suggest that I think the comj)letion of the

gnnboats will be quite as much as the Navy authorities can attenil to,

the North Carolina not yet being ready for the purpose proposed on the

13th March. As to the defense, that is ray aftair. I will not further

allude to the manifest impropriety of these letters than to notice a re-

mark in that of Senator Davis, that he has " reason to believe that

General D. H. Hill has been painfully disappointed in the defense of

Wilmington." If General Hill had any such feeling it was doubtless

in relation to the deficiency of the armament—a feeling shared by the

department and by myself' and due to the straitness of our resources

and the pressing demands upon ns everywhere, and not to any measures

I have taken. Senator Davis in a natural, proper anxiety upon a mat-

ter of the greatest importance to himself and people, and not familiar

with the subject, has no doubt misunderstood General Hill. I request

that you will permit Senator Davis, if not inconsistent with the pubhc

service, to read the report upon the defenses of the Cape Fear which I

had the honor to submit for the information of the President, with his

permission, and that you will refer this letter to the Secretary of the

Navy, to whom Flag-Officer Lynch's letter was originally addressed.

Very respectfully,^
W. H. C. WHITING,

Brigadier- General.

Headqitartebs, in Camp, April 11, [1803].

(Via Franklin April 12.)

Hon. James A. Seddon :

• I hope that we shall have plenty of time to re enforce General Beau-

regard. It will take much tune for the enciny to accomplish anything,

even after his attack is begun.

I telegraphed General Hill to re-enforce as^ som^
lonGSTReLt?"'

Heabquakters,
KinMon, X. C, April 12, lSfi3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding in North Carolina :

General- I have received your two notes of yesterday and have

put on foot the men on the railroad. Shall act vigorously in getting
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the conscripts. Have also started a party to put up the Core Creek

Bridge. I hold the force I took -with me to Conteutnea so that I may
Diove to any point from here. Unless the enemy should again strip

New Berne a demonstration only in that direction could do little good.

I hardly think old man Wessells will try to march to Wilmington ;
if

he does he will never get back. May God grant you a speedy success

at Washington. If 1 go toward New Berne I desire to enter the town.

If your scouts gain no more information than mine you must he embar-

rassed ; but the short line between the rivers makes it very difficult to

pass.
, ^, . , .

Inclosed I send a letter from Mr. Washington, perhaps the richest

man in the countv. The corn he speaks of is indispensable to us.

He has carried off "his own entire crop, and this corn was bought last

fall. If one man be permitted to take it away we will be able to

get none. It is with difficulty that we get on now. I have refused

every one, no matter how small the quantity. Mr. Washington has a

mill, and claims that because he has sold to us since last fall some

$1,500 or $2,000 worth of meal that he should be exempt, and also be-

cause he has the iron contract. His slaves were hired up the country

principally, and in my judgment he should not have permission to carry

off one bushel. There is hardly a man in the Confederacy who has done

less for the Government. As to the corn in Warren County I simply

said to Mr. Washington he could find it there. As to the nature of his

contract I know nothing ; he has been reticent on that pomt. I do not

consider that I am bound by the permits of my predecessors, for I do
not know how far they may have been taken advantage of. Until I

get your positive orders to let the corn go it will remain, unless neces-

sity compels me to use it. I shall apply to Mr. Washington the same
j-nles I do to others.

Everything quiet.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. RANSOM, Jr.,

Brigadier- General.

Wilmington, N. C, April 12, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding

:

My Bear General : I have your note this afternoon. Have tele-

graphed you. By reason of the urgent dispatches of the War Depart-
ment, General Beauregard, together with General Longstreet's instruc-

tions, and the importance of the case, I have felt obliged to let General
I'jvaiis and three regiments go to Charleston. I keep two here. Sup-
j)ose you let either Colonel Eansom's or Col. [L. M.] McAfee's regiment
{Forty-ninth North Carolina), from General Ransom's brigade, come
down here. I shall not then feel uneasy as to any temporary attack or

feint of tlie euemy. Colonel Ransom is here on a court-martial. That
brigade is so strong, and [being] composed of five regiments, would not,

I think, greatly miss one, while the presence of one here would be much
for me. Your movements as against Washington and Foster appear to

me to be admirably designed, and I hope you will bag him. My scouts
report great alarm in New Berne. We have a refugee who has escaped
them to our lines. He describes the impression there that you will de-

stroy Foster. I have applied for the First and Third North Carolina
Regiments, now in Virginia, to be sent here as a garrison of Wilmington.
These regiments are not brigaded in any North Carolina brigade, and
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miglit perliaps suit. It would be a very good thing j I wish you would
urge It. It would greatly help all of our operations to have a couple of
independent regiments.

Very truly, yours,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigad ier- GeneraL

War Depaetment, C.S. A.,
Richmond, Va., April 13, 1863.

General D. H. Hill, Body Mount, N. G.

:

General Evans' brigade being sent from Wilmington to Charleston,
replace it with a brigade. General Longstreet is informed of this.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Wae Department, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., April 13, 1863.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, Franldin, Ya.

:

General Whiting still urges re-enforcements. Send force to replace
Evans' brigade.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

War Department, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., April 13, 1863.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet:
Generax : Tour letter of the 11th instant has been delivered hy your

courier. General Whiting calls still so urgently for rc-eTiforceiuents to
replace General Evans' brigade (sent on to Charleston) that the matter
has been laid before the President, and his judgment is that it would be
unsafe to leave Wilmington without such re enforcements. Therefore
I telegraphed you this morning that such should be seut. I will now,
having learned General Hill's address through your letter, telegraph
him directly to the same effect. I regret very much to interfere in any
way with your concerted arrangements, but au engagement was pre-

viously given to send forward a brigade wlien required to Charleston,
and I did not feel at liberty to disregard it. As explained to you in a
previous letter, I had supposed you acquainted with that arrangement.
I do not propose that more than one brigade be sent to Charleston to

be supplied at Wilmington. That will not, I trust, materially interfere

with the plans of General Hill or yourself.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

P. S.—The above letter was returned by the same courier.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, Va., April 13, 18C3.

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, Wilmington, N. C:
General Hill has been ordered to send a brigade to replace Evans', to

be forwarded to Charleston.
J. A. SEDDOIf,

Secretary of War.
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Apeil 13, 1863.
[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:]

General: I am in receipt of yoitr dispatcU of April 13, 7:30 a. m-
My ordnance officer has gone to Boyd's Landing for tbe Parrott ammu-
nition. Wlien I Lave completed all tbe breastworks for batteries and
placed guns in tlicm I shall require more troops to support them, other-
wise my command will be too much scattered. Gol. [VV. F.] Martin had
better be sent over, I think. Your instructions will be communicated
to Captain Eeilly. I do not know at what jioiut on this side your boat
will land to establish the courier line you speak of. Three Yankee pris-

oners were brought up this morning by the cavalry from Bath. These
men deserted from the troops at New Berne and went over to Hyde
County, where they delivered themselves to two of Captain Swindell's
men. One is an orderly sergeant, and seems to be an intelligent man.
He reports 10,000 troops at New Berne under the command of Palmer;
says many of these troops are disaffected and those'who are to be dis-

charged in May will not serve longer. I have sent the deserters to
Greenville subject to }"our further orders. They are very anxious that
their names should not appear in the papers as deserters for fear it may
bring punishment upon them when they return and work to their preju-
dice at their homes. I therefore hope you will give the necessary in-

structions should you order them to Eichmond.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. B. GAENETT,
Brigadier- General.

P. S.—The deserters are from the One hundred and first Pennsyl-
vania.

April 13, 18G3—5 p. m.
[General D. H. Hill :]

General : I have given the instructions to Captain Eeilly about open-
ing on the Yankee barracks, in accordance with your orders in dispatch
of 7.30 a. m. to-day. Colonel Ferebee has been ordered to collect con-
scripts and also to watch the roads you speak of. He says that General
Eobertson, who was here yesterday, spoke of relieving Colonel Fere-
bee's men by GrifiBn's cavalry. I presume he means those on the James-
ville and Plymouth roads. 1 have frequently impressed upon Colonel
F. to guard those roads well, and he informs me that the necessary
steps have been taken to do so. My ordnance ofQcer went for the am-
munition to Boyd's Ferry this morning. I mentioned, iu reply to your
note this morning, that I thought it better for Colonel Martin's regiment
to join me here, and will send him the order to-night. I can learn noth-
ing of tbe condition of the enemy inside, but I fear that thev can keep
themselves supplied by fishing with seines, as fish are very plentiful in
the river at this season. I sent up the James ville road this morning
about 7 miles and found Griffin's pickets on it, so I presume it is all
rrgbt in that direction.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. B. GAENETT,
Brigadier- General.

r,^ . ^ April 13, 18G3—7 p. m.
[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:]
General: I inclose you a note from Colonel Cantwell relative to the

seizure of a vessel bound to New Berne. I have ordered the property
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of the Widow to be removed and tbe captain and crew to be arrested and
sent to me; also tbe vessel to be burned should there be any danger of
her falling into the hands of the enemy. I wish you would give me
instructions as to what I shall do with the arrested persons and the
schooner. I think she should be burned, but will not give the order
until I hear from you to that eflect. The ordnance officer I sent for
ammunition reports that the road which was ordered to be repaired
leading to Boyd's Ferry will not admit of artillery or even many wagons
passing over it without cutting it up very much. As they be an im-
portant work, I deem it proper to mention this fact to you.

Very resi>ectfully, your obedient servant,

E. B. GARNETT,
Brigadier- General.

Headquaktees,
Raleigh, N. C, April 13, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. Hill,
Gomdg. Bept. of North Carolina, Goldshorough, N. C.

:

General: If you have any command for me I have the honor to
request that I may be ordered to it at once. The position of command-
ing officer here is, in my opinion, a necessary one, but the duties can
be performed by an officer unable to do field service. Col. [W. L.] De
Rosset, now in the State, could easily take my place here. A general
officer is not required here, and the circumstances ofmy situation, which
are known to you, make it desirable to me to leave the State, and under
any contigencies to leave the city of Raleigh. Should you have no com-
mand to offer me, please approve, recommend, and forward the inclosed

application.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. MARTIN,
Brigadier- Genera I.

[AritiL 13, 1863]—12 m.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:
General : Yours of 10.30 just received. I would like to have all the

movable rifle artillery or rather "anti-gunboat," that I can get. The
ground on the enemy's side of the mouth of the creek does certainly

command ours, and unless we can drive the gunboats away they can

cross; but how they are to march to Fort Hill afterward will puzzle

them, provided our forces are ready to concentrate. They must con-

centrate to attack. Everything depends upon our being able to do the

same is my opinion. I think the guns in question had better come
down.

Yours, respectfully,
'

J. J. PETTIGEBW,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters,
Kinston, JST. G., April 13, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding:

General: Your two notes of today are just received. Of course I

will cheerfully do whatever is for the good of our service; but I hope my
brigade may be kept together. Faithfully have I striven to get it to a

first-rate state of efficiency, and it would be a proud moment for me to
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take it a uuit into a battle. You are well aware how soon the best

troops can become demoralized. But recently, during a very short

absence from my brigade, I had reason to regret that I Lad left it. I

beg you will do "what you can not to split my command to pieces and

cause it to become of little use. If you could see it together I know you
would award it a place second to no other. Whatever may be your

orders I will obey with zeal and faithfulness.

I wrote to Major Anderson today. Everything as quiet as possible.

I can get no news from ISTcw Berne; have tried hard, and am still mak-
ing efforts.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
E. EANSOM, Jr.,

Brigadier- Genera I.

Headquaetees,
Ki7iston. W. C, April 13, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:

GEiraiRAL: I inclose a note* from General Whiting by a courier,

whom I sent with your letter to him. It has just come in. I hear that

the enemy is landing heavy forces below Charleston. Whiting wiU
doubless give you the news.

Very respectfully,

E. EANSOM, Je.,

Brigadier- General.

KiNSTON,K C., April 14, 18G3.

General D. H. Hlll,
Commanding in North Carolina :

General : Your note of yesterday was received early to-day. I had
sent off about a dozen conscripts. Will retain the others. With no
evidence except against one of the 14 sent up by your order from Beau-
fort I can make but a poor investigation. Major Kennedy sent me
only one letter from Ed. Stanly, addressed to a United States naval
officer, that commits partially one of the parties. He too, I should say,
was over forty years old. The rest had best be sent to Eichmond or
directly to the llappahannock. My Quakers are obstinate. Theyhave
withstood hunger and thirst for over four days. I sent down Major
Guion, of the Engineers, to superintend the building of the bridge over
Core Creek. To-day I find it completed, but so low to the water that a
slight rise would wash it away. My scouts report a larger force now
in iVTcw Berne than for some weeks past. They say re-enforcements
have arrived within the past few days. If so, an advance will be at-

tempted toward this place and an attack by the gunboats be made on
Wilmington. They will thus hope to prevent your sending any one to
Wilmington, and perhaps to pass over us before you can get here, or it

may be they will be content to hold us all here!^ If you do not order
the demonstration on New Berne I shall not make it. With half the
number of my force in the town I cannot take it. Two demonstrations
have already been made upon the place, and, with respect, I suggest
that a repetition of these feints tend to weaken us and give courage and
importance to the enemy. If the enemy go out again I will be as rapid
as man can be to take his place ; and if in your better judgment it be
wise to make the demonstration let me know and it shall be promptly

* Not found.
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executed. I have been told that you had heavy firing this morning and
last night. I earnestly pray you have again repulsed them. Your note
relative to the engineers has just reached me. T will attend to its com-mands.

C p. m—Lieutenant Connor has Just gone off in tlie direction youspeak of and will be near you by the time you get this. Lieutenant
iw>y, whom I sent scouting near New Berne, has returned within the
Hour. Ue states that a day or two ago some twentv iron clad s and otlier
gunboats left Beaufort—that a strong re-enforcement came up Irom
tbere to New Berne. The officer I sentto break up the railroad lias not
yet reported. He has hardly had time, as I wished tlie .bridge near
bhepherdsvillc destroyed, if possible.

Very respectfully and truly,

E. EANSOM, Jr.,

Brigadier-General.

Headquarters,
,, . „ Wilmington, K C, April 14, 1SC3.
Maj. Geu. D. H. Hill,

'

Commanding near Washington, N. G.

:

General: I have just received yours of the 12th,* inclosing a tele-
gram * from Longstreet. I have received so many orders and counter-
orders from so many different sources that really I am puzzled how to
answer. The War Department has been directing me to re-enforce Gen-
eral Beauregard. The lieutenant-general commanding orders co-opera-
tion with you, while from his headquarters at Petersburg I get directions
to aid Beauregard if the latter is urgent. Finally, General Beauregard
suspends the movement of Evans' brigade. My position is then this:
One regiment of Evans' brigade is in Charleston, having got off before
the movement was stopped; the general himself is there; I have four
here. I do not think the enemy have in the least given up their designs
on Charleston. It is incredible that after such monstrous preparations
they should give up 1 of that performance of the monitors.
Nor am I apprehensive immediately of any demonstration on Wilming-
ton, though such might be attempted. If, as you surmise, any feint
should be made by land, your cavalry ought to let Eansom know the
moment it is discovered, that he need not wait for me to call npon him.
If your estimate of Foster's troops, viz, 8,000, is correct, and as Long-
street says he has received no more re-enforcements, he will neither dare
to attack you nor to move on me. I know him too well. Still I must
keep on the lookout. I only fear that my armament is not heavy enough
to keei) a monitor out. For one to get inside would be a very serious

embarrassment ; but it will hardlj' be tried, I think, until the defenses
of Charleston are more thoroughly tested ; and surely unless they aban-
don their great expedition altogether before that first repulse they will

not divert any portion of their land or naval forces for an attempt on a
subordinate position. If I should hear that the fleet and transports

had all passed the Charleston bar going northward I should think they
were coming here and call for all the aid I could get. If they abandon
their Charleston move Beauregard could aid me. ' In the mean time I do
not like to think that your operations should be in any manner crippled to

aid me unless at the last extremity. Your operations there are in fact my
great security here, unless an additional expedition should be fitting out

• Not found. t Illegible.
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in the North of which we know nothing. I therefore hope you will be

able to press Foster hard. He is not the man, nor Wessells either, to

fight yon and me both at once.

Very trnly,
W. H. C. WHITING,

Brigadier- General.

Special Orders, » Hdqrs. Deft. Virginia and N. Carolina,
No. —

.

S
Near Suffolk, Va., April 14, 1863.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French is temporarily assigned to the command of all

the artillery serving with the forces on the Blackwater. It will be un-

der his control and direction, and commanding officers will accord due

observance of his orders and dispositions.

By command of Lieutenant-General Longstreet:
G. MOXLEY SOREEL,

Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral.

Headquarters District of the Cape Fear,
Wilmington, N. C, April 15, 18C3.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.

:

Sir: I beg leave, in the short lull aflbrded by the enemy, to urge my
need of more heavy guns, especially the 8 or 10-inch columbiads and
the Brooke rifle. The enemy, I think, now will either renew a desperate
efibrt on Charleston, or, fearful of that place, try one they suppose to be
weaker. If injury to us be an object they ought scarcely to attempt this

place. You are aware of the inadequacy of our armament here, and that
many guns intended for Wilmington have been diverted to meet what
have been required as more pressing necessities elsewhere. I am much
in want now of at least two heavy rifles and four columbiads (8 or 10-

inch), with their ammunition.
Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- Oeneral.

April 15, 18G3—9.30 a. m.
[Miij. Gen. D. H. Hill:]

General : My train has just arrived from the Pungo Eiver. It
brings up 05 barrels of corn and about 8,000 pounds of bacon. Of this
lot 2,000 iiounds came from Hyde. Captain Swindell, who sent agents
into Hyde, reports that most of the bacon remaining in that country is

in the hands of persons who have taken the oath of allegiance, and they
will not sell it unless it is impressed. I have ordered my train to go to
Tranter's Creek Bridge. You do not say in your last dispatch how the
surplus meat at Tranter's Bridge is to be transported. I suggested that
it should be sent to Greenville or Tarborough by steamboat from Boyd's
Landing. Please let me have definite instructions in this matter, as I

do not think my train can haul the meat in question should we have to
move the wagon train all at once. I have no control over the steam-
boat, and have therefore reported the above facts to you in order that
you might give the necessary directions should you deem this mode of
transportation preferable. I judge from the spirited reply the enemy
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make to our fire that their aiumuuitiou bas bceu rei)lenislied. We bare
bad quite a heavy fall of rain. Whether it will eudanger ouv bridges I

am uuable to say.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. B. GAENETT,
Brigadier- General.

April 15, 18C3—7.25.

[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill
:

J

General : Lieut. [James A.] Eeid has just delivered your note. He
reports the water very high on the route, and as we have bad a very
heavy fall of rain since his arrival I fear my artillery anirauuition will

all be wet in crossing the creeks. My infantry amnumition will have
to be renewed at Tranter's Creek, as I am sure that it is all spoiled by
the violent rain-storm, the men having no tents or flies to protect against

the weather. My command will be in a very bad condition to march
farther than Tranter's Creek Bridge, as they will have to wade almost up
to their waists and without rest. They have been ou ])icket duty every
other night for a long time. I will make every possible effort to join

you, but you must make allowance for pitch darkness and deep streams
to march through.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. B. GAENETT,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters, April 15, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, &c.

:

General : Your letter and its inclosure are received. I think that

you had better reduce the charge of the big guns and try them. The
full charge seems to burst them all. I think that Major Henry had

better be relieved by Capt. [E. MJ Stribling to-night. Cannot the i)ar-

apet at the battery where Major Henry is be so arranged as to protect

the pieces from the fire on the opposite side and at the same time allow

our pieces to play upon the gunboats ? If it can be done I would like

to have it. General Hood will give you such detail as you need to

work. If you keep Captain Stribling's battery you should send him

the other that took ; that is Bradford's. He has but two on our

right, and that seems the only point where the enemy will venture out.

He has been out with strong lines of skirmishers there twice to-day.

I was called up there iu consequence and couhl not therefore go over

to see you. I ordered Captain Clarke to you this morning to examuie

and place batteries or breastworks wherever you thought best. Direct

as you think best, and order him to call for such details as be needs in

my name.
Most respectfully,

^^^^^ lONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant General, Commanding.

Headquarters, April 15, 1803.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding

:

General • Information reaches me to-day that the enemy is landing

on the Chowan, in Gates County, from your part of the country. I
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wish you would keep your Yankees to yourself; or if you find them
pushing up here from New Berne you must send nie some more troops.

I hope that you will send me Garnett and Keilly as soon as it can be

done; and if you find other troops coming from New Berne you had
better try and make some arrangement by which you can re-enforce tne

further.

I remain, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTEEBT,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

I am greatly in need of cavalry. Uave but seven companies of

Colonel Baker's regiment. What can it be doing? General Whiting
complains that he can get none and you say that it is worthless. I

have been trying to get some ever since I have been in the department
and thinlc that I could make it very useful if I could ever get hold of it.

Apkil 15 (OR 18), 1863—8.30 a. m.
MaJ. Gen. D. H. HiLL

:

General : I received your note last night inclosing one from Brown
and one from Whitford. If the dispatch mentioned by Brown was
really sent to the commander of the expedition it was very kind of him
to communicate it; but what becomes of General Longstreet's effort to

keep the enemy in Suffolk if they thus march across his face ? My
opinion is what it was last night—concentrate. If you are going to

light in the rear of the road leading from Blount's farm to the Swift
Greek road I am opposed to exposing any one at the Blount's Creek, for
I should consider them sacrificed unless I stationed a regiment at the
farm, and that would increase the dispersion of our forces, which already
exceeds reasonable limits. I send you Captain McCrady's dispatch,
by which it appears that the same steamer ran down by both batteries
this morniug. So passes away the blockade. As somebody remarked
this morning, with more truth than agreeability, "The entertainment
will now conclude with the laughable and amusing farce of ' Eonning
the Blockade.' Parents may send their children with the assurance
that the exhibition is perfectly innocent." It is a mystery to me that
the one battery should not have seen her and the other should not have
sunk her.

Very respectfully,

J. J. PETTIGEEW,
Brigadier- General.

HEADQUiETERS,
Near Suffolk, Va., April 15, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Comdg. Dept. of North Carolina, near Washington, N. C:

General : Your letter of the 10th to the commanding general is

received. I am directed to write as follows :

We cannot afford to keep the large force that you have watching the
garrison at Washington. It would seem that you could, by fortifying
the positions that you hold around Washington, keep the garrison se-

curely inside with 3,000 men. If you should order the two regiments
that were at Hamilton in the place of Garnett's brigade, and let them
fortify, they could keep the garrison in on the north side. Pettigrew's
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brigade on the south side ought to be able to keep the enemy in on that
side. Indeed, it seems that half of this brigade is enough on the south
side. By such an arrangement you will have treble the force of the garri-
son. Garnett then could come here ; Daniel go to Kinston, and Ransom
to Wilmington. If you cannot effect such an arrangement the invest-
ment had better be abandoned. If you prefer, it is suggested that the
two regiments at Hamilton be sent to Wilmington ; then Eansom's
brigade can remain where it Is, and yon will thus have Daniel and Petti-

grew at Washington, which ought to be abundant. There can be no
great force to succor Washington, and it must come from New Berne.
If it comes from that point you can support by Daniel's brigade and
replace it by part of Eansom's.
Two of your letters reported the enemy evacuating New Berne. If

this be done you will require little or no force at Kinston. A portion
of the troops from North Carolina are reported landing in Gates County
for Suffolk. It thus appears that the force that you are to contend
against is being drawn in this direction. Send Garnett's brigade and
lieilly's battery here as soon as possible, but endeavor to continue the
t;iege. When the enemy had all his force in North Carolina you liad no
trouble in driving back his succoring force ; now that part of it is here
you can surely keep back the little force that he may possibly be able

to bring against you.
It is suggested that excessive charges may account for the repeated

disasters to your guns. If they were reduced it is thought that not so

many would burst.

The enemy is re-enforcing here from his reserves in Baltimore and
other points. His accessions, however, are not believed to be large.

Not a gun has been fired here at the enemy's works. We have no am-
munition to throw away in this manner.

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

G. MOXLEY SOEllEL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Apeil ir>, 18G3.

Maj. [L. M.] Shumakee,
GJiief of Artillery:

Withdraw the batteries and go into camp, and do not attack the

gunboats unless they move up ; in that case attack them. I wish you

to remain here to-night with the batteries, i go up to assist Major

Henrv. Keep a watch and let no boats pass down.
S. G. FEENCH,

Major-General.

Apbil 16, 1863.

[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:]

General : I have had my courier line removed already. I applied

for the boat to day, but the captain said he was specially under your

orders, and if he went up to Greenville he could not return without

going a considerable distance above that town to get wood. I therefore

concluded to try to move my stores with my own wagons. If will re-

nnire some two days to send'the meat, meal, and corn I have at I'actolus

to Greenville. I will leave Colonel Ferebee to defend Tranter's Creek

Bridge when I leave. The steamer is loading the flats with large guns.

Two are already on board. This will prevent the boat from taking my

men over. If what the captain says is correct the steamer will have to
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run souie distance ahove Greenville to get woo<l, and will uot be able

to return until late to-morrow morning to Boj d's Ferry, I sbould judge.

1 am in great peri)lexity bow to manage to get over before some time in

the day to-morrow. I thought it would not be safe to leave the bridge

until 1 heard from you after" Colonel Fercbee's leport of an advance of

the enemy. Subsequent reports do not confirm an advance, though it

is likely they will do so if they are re-enforced at Washington. Please

let me hear from you as soon as possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Brigadier- General.

Apiul 16, 18C3—9.30.

[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:]

General : I have received your dispatch of this morning and will

take the steps you desire. My men are very much worn out by con-

stant picketing,' and the wet and the somewhat long march of last night.

It took my command until daylight to make It. I have a quantity of

commissary stores and some corn. I will send these up by boat to Green-

ville inovided your orders do not conflict with this arrangement. The
boat can take them up and return to-night or early to-morrow. Should

there be any delay in removing my stores I will direct Colonel Perebee

to protect them.
Very respectfully,

R. B. GARNETT,
Brigadier- General.

Tranter's Creek Bridge,
April 16, 1863—8.30 p. m.

[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill :]

General : I have received your dispatch by Lieutenant Reid ; also

yours of 5.30 p. m. I shall withdraw to-morrow morning at daylight.

i have directed Colonel Eerebee to remain here, and to take up the

bridges at this point and at Gaines. 1 shall get off all my stores, except
a quantity of corn that I am having ground at Pactolus. I think Colonel
F. can hold the enemy long enough in check to have it ground and sent
to Greenville. I sent Captain Reilly off this morning to Tarborough,
according to your orders. Captain Bunting is still here, but I do not
apprehend I shall require his services. I can get along better without
the boat. The road to Boyd's Ferry is impassable for wagons, and even
couriers have a very hard time at night.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. B. GAENETT,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Tranter's Creek Bridge,
April 16, 1863—12.10 p. m.

[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill :]

General : Colonel Ferebee has retired with his brigade to this point.

He reports that he left his position near Washington between 8 and 9
o'clock this moruingj also that their cavalry and a body of infantry

followed them some distance. The information is indetinitCj but the
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tiiieniy may advance upon me at this point. It would not do, I should
tliink, to leave this position open. The destruction of the bridge would
not detain the enemy long. 1 cannot depend upon the steamboat to take
up my stores. She is loading at Boyd's Ferry and 1 cannot tell what
she will be able to transport. I shall try to get my stores up by wagons,
but it will take some days to do so. The road to Boyd's Ferry on this

side is said to be exceedingly bad, impassable to wagons. The last rain
has made it very much worse.

Very respectiuUv, vour obedient servant.

R. B. GAENETT,
Brigadier- General.

Headquakters Davis' Brigade,
Before SufoUc, Va., April IG, 1863.

Maj. Graham Daves,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Major : I respectfully request to know if my brigade belongs to the

division commanded by Major-General French ; and, if so, am I to con-

tinue to receive orders and instructions from an intermediate commander,
or from the major-general commanding '?

I am, major, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH E. DAVIS.

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

[IndorHemODt.]

Hdqrs. Department of Southern Virginia,
April 17, 1863.

Respectfully forwarded to the lieutenant-general commanding.

I apprehend there is no difficulty iu tliis question. While I regard this

brigade, of course, a part of mj^ command as well as General Jenkins'

brigade, yet, as I must be absent much of my time, the division must

be under command of the senior offlcer present.

S. G. FRENCH,
Major- General, Commanding.

SiGNAi Office,
Richmond, Va., April 16, 1863.

Maj. William Norris, Chief Signal Corps:

Sir: Pursuant to your orders I left Richmond on the 8th instant and

proceeded to Day's Neck, on the James, nearly opposite to the mouth

of Warwick River, which place I reached on the 10th. On the 11th at

uight succeeded in crossing to Mallicote's house on the opposite shore,

aliout 4 miles from Newport News. Obtained but little information

that night, but delivered the letters intrusted to me to a reliable per-

son who placed them in the Federal post-ofQce at Fort Monroe. At-

tempted to cross on Sunday night, but owing to the intense darkness,

and having no compass or glasses, got lost, and after many hours' hard

labor at the oars found myself on the same side from which I started.

Made another attempt the next night and ran over in full view of the

blockading fleet, consisting of the Minnesota, an iron-clad of the Mon-

itor model, and three or four small wooden gunboats, Obtained flies of

G5 R R—VOL XVIH
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papers to the 9th ultimo, and the sutgoinecl note from a friend, dated
the 13th instant

:

There hasieen great excitement liere duriDg fflie past few days owiug to the action

of our troops at Wiltiamsburg and on the soatli side of the James Eiv«r. On Satur-

day night the long bridge across Hampton Creek was lined with sentinels, and so

great was the fear that the rebels would make a descent that long piles of combusti-
bles were placed on the eastern end to facilitate its intended destruction if they came
in sight. In consequence of disasters present and likely soon to occur, military men
exhibited great despondency, and are unanimous in speaking mos* disparagingly of

Uncle Sam's prospects. General Dix is absent in New York, trying to persuade Gov-
ernor Seymour to fnrnish him men enoagh to hold the Peninsula from Williamsburg
down, which he admits his inability to do unless strongly re-enforced, and that right

speedily. To conciliate the Governor he is using pleas of Democral ic fellowship, &c.

;

with what success has not yet transpired. Foster, in North Carolina, is in a most crit-

ical condition ; nor can one man be sent him, either feora this point or from Suffolk.

After reaching the south side on Tuesday morning a heavy cannonade
began, which continued until nightfall. The next morning I met a man
who was acting as a guide the day of the firing, and he informed me
that he had been almost entirely around Suffolk ; that the I^orfolk and
Petersburg road was then in our possession, and two brigades were
pushing rapidly on to the Seaboard and Roanoke road ; that our light

batteries were lining both banks of the Nansemond, and had sunk one
gunboat and disabled two others. Eifled 32s were being brought up
and a pontoon bridge thrown across to facilitate their passage. If his
information is entirely reMable (and I see no reason for doubting it)

Suffolk is completely isolated.

C. H. CAUSEY,
Captain, G. S. Army.

Beigade IIeadquaetees,
Near Williamsburg, Va., April 10, 1863.

Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey, Commanding, &c.:

Geneeal: This is now Thursday morning; all is quiet, and I shall
begin to fall back at 3 o'clock this evening. This is the fifth day after
our attack upon the enemy, and they have shown no disposition to
advance. We have all the forage and provisions that can be obtained
in the neighborhood and sent them behind us. About Saturday or
Sunday next I expect to reach Diascund Biidge by falling back slowlv
and posting my cavalry close up to Williamsburg'. I wish you would
say by courier whether I shall leave the fbroes at Diascund as they
were before my advance (Colonel Tabb's command), or what number of
forces I shall leave there, and also please say whether I am to fall back
to Chafliu's farm with my force. I must beg of you to order forward
Captain Doby's company of cavalry immediately, the cavalrv force here
being very insufScient and inefficient.

Very respectfully and truly,

HEI^EY A. WISE,
Brigadier- General.

Headquaetees,
Six Mile Ordinary, Va., April 16, 1863—6.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. Aenold Elzey, Commanding, cfec. .•

Geneeal : After getting all the forage and provisions in Williams-
burg and its immediate neighborhood I left Casey's, 2 miles from Will-
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inmsburff, at 3.30 p. m. to-day and reached this place about 5 p. m. Ho-
lore 1 moved, Surgeon Wager, the enemy's surgeon at the lunatic asylum,
sent tlirongh IMajor Garrett a letter addressed to him by acting Briga-
dier-General West, his commander at Fort Magruder, to withdraw from
that institution and surrender it to the commander of the Confederate
forces in and around Williamsbnrg. I ordered ]Major Garrett to make
no reply to this notice; but I had anticipated some such ruse, and yes-
terday had arranged with Talbot Sweeny, esq., the only State of Vir-
ginia officer left with the asylum, to attend to and provide for its wants.
1 will also send to it Dr. Martin, a resident practicing physician of this

county, to superintend its hygeia. It is pretty certain, too, the enemy
have drawn in their lines, and the report is that they have informed the
inhabitants that they consider the town itself surrendered. For two
days they have made no demonstration and have not disturbed my forces

in gathering all the plunder we could find and in moving out the inhab-
itants and their effects. It is worthy of attention, too, that while ex-

changing these communications under the flag of truce their officers

were empliatic and even urgent in persuading my officers that Fort
Magruder is impregnable to any force short of 20,000 men. In other

words, they are very desirous to get rid of our presence iu their front.

Another evidence of this is that they ran gunboats up both James and
York Kivers yesterday and to-day. Indeed, this evening after we began
to move two gunboats ran up York Eiver as high as Mount Folly and
shelled the shore. This was evidently intended to hurry our departure.

I have therefore not moved back my cavalry pickets and main force of

cavalry at all, but have halted here with my artillery and infantry to

get more forage and to render further assistance to the citizens. I have
placed a strong infantry guard on my right at Ceutreville, the Fifty-

ninth between this and Oentreville, the Twenty-sixth and Fourth here

with the artillery, and a strong infantry guard at Deueufville's Store,

on the York Eiver road, thus covering every road with strong flankers

right and left.

The day after to-morrow morning I will fall back farther and retire

a portion of the command quite to Diascund, moving my cavalry far-

ther back to supporting distance, and completing my return to Dias-

cund by Sabbath at noon. I am thus obeying your instructions to fall

back slowly, and particularly in order that you may modify your in-

structions according to your better judgment. We have but few sick

men. They stand the service admirably and behave well in all respects.

I am, general, very truly, your obedient servant,

HENEY A. WISE,
Brigadier- General.

SrECiAi Orders, | Headquarters French's Command,
:S-o. 2. \

April IG (or 17), 1SC3.***»*
III. The following artillery companies are assigned to duty in General

l^ickett's division, and will report to Maj. James Dearing, chief of artil-

lery : Macon's battery, StribUng's battery, Blount's battery, Oaskie's

battery. The artillery companies on duty with the division will draw

rations and forage from their divisions respectively.

IV The following artillery companies are assigned to duty with Gen-

ral Hood's division, and will report to Major Henry, chief of artillery

:

bane's battery, Bachnjan's battery, Garden's battery. The artillery
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companies on duty with the divisions will draw forage aud rations from
their divisions respectively.*******
Bv command of Maj. Gen. S. G. French :

GEAHAM DAVES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headqtjartj:es Army of Northern Virginia,
April 17, 1863.

Lieut. Gen. James LoNGSTREjiT,
Commanding, &c.

.

General : Your letter of the 13th has been received. I am glad that

you are steadily ])rogressing in jonr operations. I wish I could give
you any aid, but 1 feel every confidence that you will do all that can
be done.

I wrote to liiclimond to ask assistance for you, from the Navy, if pos-

sible. 1 have bad no reply. Should you know of any assistance which
could be given you Jiad better write direct to Richmond for it, and
state that it is at my request.

Tbe enemy's cavalry are again on our left. They presented them-
t-elves Tuesday cveuing at Kelly's Ford, Rappahannock Bridge, and
Beverly's Ford in large force. Their attempts to cross the river have
been so far repulsed. Stuart thinks the movement is intended to cover
a change of base or some other operation of the grand army. Nothing,
however, has been ascertained.
Yesterday three gunboats appeared in the Rappahannock below Port

Royal, and are reported to be ascending the river. Their character,
description, and intentions are not jet kuown.

I am, very respectfully, and truly yours,

R. E. LEE,
General.

Headquarters,
Near Suffoll; Va., April 17, 1803.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War :

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge tbe receipt of your favor ot
the 13th. I regret the necessity of sending troops from this department
to South Carolina, and still think that we should have abundance ot
time for such re-enforcement after the enemy had really begun his attack.
Wilmington is without a garrison, yet I think there is less need of one
there than at any other i)oiut in the command. I think that it will noi
be attacked at all unless we shut up the troops there so that the enemy
cannot get at us anywhere else. One regiment I think enough for itt

garrison, but have suggested to General Uill the propriety of sendiuL-
two there.

From therei)orts in newspapers 1 fear that some anxiety may be feb
for us at Suftblk. We have not fired again at the enemy's stronghoh
nor do I expect to do so. I am very well convinced that we could re
duce it in two or three days, but doubt if we can aflbrd to expend thi
]>owder and ball. To take it by assault would cost us 3,000 men. Thi;
would be less excusable than the other mode. There is but one othe
means—that of turning it. This cannot be done by the river in consc
tjuence of the gyuboats in tbe river. On our right it could be done b-
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taking Norfolk, but wc cannot hold Norfolk twenty-four hours without
the aid of the Navy or lieavier gnns than wo now have. I do not think
that we should have much trouble jjettingr both places with the aid of
the Itichniond. Suffolk would surely fall if the liichinond would only
come down and anchor in the mouth of tlieNanseiuond. The principal
object of the txi)edition was to draw out sujipliesfor our army. I shall

(•online myself to this unless 1 find a fair o])portnnity for SDnietliiii<j

more. The reports of bacon and corn an; very favornble thus for. In
some instances I have heard of ba(;on being' l)ou<;;ht at 12J cents per
])onnd. (General Hill is expecting ihc enemy's iorce at Charleston to

return to North Carolina and make their operations there. It looks to

me more sensible for the enemy than South Carolina.
I remain, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

' JAMBS LONGSTKEET,
Lieiitenant- General, Commanding.

nKADQX'AKTERS, April 17, 1803—9 p. m.

Maj. Gen. S. G. Eeench, Commanding, &c.:

General: Your note of 7th is received. I regret to learn that

Lieutenant Rogers is probably ca^itured. I hope that we are more
troublesome to the gunboats than they are to us. 1 think that you liad

better send the whole of Colonel Connally's regiment down early in the

morning. The long guns from Fort Powhatan will probiil)ly be ready

the day alter to-morrow. I have two cavalry companies below the

Western Branch, which ought to keep otf the Yankee pickets. Colonel

Brown is at Sraithtield; I will order liim down to the Nanseinond.
Yours, respectfuUv,

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- Qeneral, Commanding.

Hdqrs. Department of Southern Virginia,
Petersburg, Va., April 17, 1863.

[Maj. Gen. S. G. French:]

General : 1 inclose you a note* from Captain Milligan, to hand this

morning, as I cannot attend to it here, and he is by this time nearer

your present headquarters than these. I telegraphed Major Daves last

night that Colonel Brown's entire command had left Fort Powhatan,

jnobably for Smithfield, as Major Sorrel ordered six companies through

Captain Eiely to move at once with Dabney's battery to that place. I

telegraphed to Fort Powhatan yesterday to know if the four companies

had moved, and learned there was no one there, when I went to see

Captain Riely, who told me of Major Sorrel's order to him. I hope

there is no mistake about this matter, and the four companies will reach

Franklin in good time; but under the existing state of aflairs I cannot

feel myself responsible for any miscarriage of orders, as Colonel Brown's

command either is or is not nnder your immediate command. No news

here and but little doing in the otiQce.

Honing for vour safe and speedy return, I am, yours, sincerely,
' " ' CHAS. D. MYERS.

P_ S. I sent you a New York Herald of the 13th instant on yester-

day.

"Not found.
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• UeADQUAETEESj
Wear Suffolk, Va., April 17, 18G3—C.30 p. ni.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, &c.

:

Generajl: The comraandiiig general desires inc to say that yon may
use the North Carolina regiment (Fifty-fifth) of Olcneral Davis' brigade

on tbo river for the protection of your batteries. 1 am just writing to

Colonel Brovrn, and tell him, as I also did this morning, to send his four

companies, if he has not already sent them, to Franklin by the nearest

ronte. The balance of his regiment will be at Smithfleld to-night. The

guns are behind; he will wait for them there.

T am, general, very respectfully,

G. Mt)XLET SORREL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
April 18, 1803.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War :

Sir: An officer reported to-day, bringing from Captaiji Pannill, pro-

vost-marshal of Petersburg, six disloyal citizens of North Carolina, cap-

tured by General D. H. Hill. The three younger ones will be assigned

to the North Carolina regiments, as conscripts, by your order. I think
it would be better, however, to send them somewhere into the interior

of the country. They will be worth nothing as soldiers, and the facili-

ties for desertion to the enemy are very great here. They will of course
carry to the enemy all the information which they have obtained in

North Carolina, Richmond, and elsewhere, and communicate any in-

tended movement of this army of which they may chance to hear.

There have already been frequent desertions from the North Carolina
regiments, and the enemy claim that many have come to them. The
three men who are over the conscript age 1 will send, back by the train

to-morrow, as they are evidently not included in your order. General Hill
states that he will send the charges against these men to Petersburg.
1 would suggest that in order not to create any ill-feeling it might be
better to try them within the limits of the State from which they come.

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. E. LEE,
General.

War Department, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Va,, April 18, 1803.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet,
Commanding, cfcc. ;

General: I am gratified by the receipt of your letter of the 17th
instant. The successful repulse of the enemy's marine attack at Char-
leston appears to have so deranged their plans and discouraged them
that, in General Beauregard's oi)inion, they are withdrawing as well a
l)ortion of their land forces as their ironclads. He is in consequence
returning the troops sent from Wilmington. I have telegraphed him
in doing so to exchange Cooke's brigade for Evans', retaining the latter

and sending back the former. Fearing that, baffled at Charleston, the
enemy might seek to retrieve bis disaster by a sudden attack on Wil-
mington, 1 have not ventured to stop any troops moving from Genciral

Hill to re enforce General Whiting, until assured of the return of Cooke's
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brigade. "When that is restored, any troops parted with by General
Hill in the interim might, if in your judgment deemed safe, be restored
to him.
Your proceedings in regard to Suffolk are deemed judicious and fully

approved. I concur in thinking the object not worth the sacrifice to be
entailed by an attack. I regret not having been able to receive the co-
operation of the Navy, but the President has not deemed it wise to open
the obstructions without fuller information as to the efi'ect on the remain-
ing obstructions, and the consequence that might ensue in case of sudden
attack. The subject is still under investigation by the engineers, and
their report is awaited before a final decision. If it be decided to send
out the Eichmond, you shall be promptly informed. Meantime it is not
unlikely the enemy may pour in re-enforcements to Suffolk and give you
some chance of action with them in the open field. They are greatly
agitated and alarmed by reports of the operations of youself and General
Hill. The main object of your expedition is, I am happy to believe, being
fully accomplished. It ^ill, however, be difQcult for you to bring out
with dispatch the subsistence supplies you can command. The transpor-

tation we can afford is lamentably deficient. I would recommend the im-

pressment of all wagons on both sides of the Blackwater, with their

teams, to get the subsistence supplies to a safe point on this side. I

need not, however, make suggestions on the subject, as doubtless your
own attention, with fuller information, has been engaged in securing the

utmost dispatch and efiSciency in this business.
With high esteem, very truly, yours,

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Headquaetees Aemt of Noetheen Vieginia,
April 18, 1^3.

Lieut. Gen. JAsrES Longsteeet,
Commanding, &c.

:

Geneeal: Tour priwost-marshal in Petersburg (Mr. Pannill) to-day

forwarded some disloyal North Carolina citizens as conscripts to this

army, on a suggestion of General D. H. Hill, approved by yourself and

the Secretary of War. The facilities for desertion are so great here that

these men cannot be kept a week. They will be worth nothing as sol-

diers and will convey all the information they can to the enemy. Will

it not be better always to try disloyal citizens in their own State, in order

to avoid jars and all ill-feeling? They had best be sent to the interior

somewhere, as thev will do us but little harm, nmess they can commu-

nicate with the enemy. Three of these men I send back, as they are

not of the conscript age.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. E. LEEi,
General.

Headquaetees, April IS, 180.3.

Maj. Gen. S. G. Feench, Commanding, &c.

:

Geneeal: It is a question with me whether it is best to put the long

guns in battery below Western Branch or above it. Please give ine

your views.
Most respectfully,

^^^^^^ lqNGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General, Commandmg.
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Headquaetees,
Kinston, N. C. April 18, 1863—2.30 p. m.

[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:]

Geneeal : Nothing has happened since last night. The enemy hold

Core Creek and appear to be at work there. Their force would require

all mine to dislodge them quickly and with .success. The move was to

cover a more general one this evening or to-morrow, or it may be a feint.

As your courier told me you would be here this evening I shall delay
any action until you arrive. Jt is not necessary to pass the legiment
up. I have a telegram from Whiting which may be of importance to

you, and has had weight in causing me to defer acting until you arrive.

Very respectfully,

E. EANSOM, Je.,

Brigadier- General.

Headquaetees Disteict of the Cape Feae,
Wilmington, N. G., April 18, 1863.

Col. T. S. Rhett, Chief of Artillery, Richmond, Va.:

Colonel : Since the failure of the reconnaissance on Charleston I am
inclined to think they may try this place. You know my armament,
though much improved, is still greatly inadequate. I beg that you will

do all in your power to increase my supply of 8 and 10 inch columbiads
and heavy rifles as many as can possibly be sent me, for none will be
superfluous at such a point as this. I should be much pleased if you
would come down here and assure yourself both of the nature of the
problem of defense here and the necessities I have. The. heavy calls on
the Department for other places have diverted many of the guns in-

tended for me. I think we csfn now be supplied. 1 would not be so
urgent were it jiracticable for me to obstruct the harbor entrances. That,
however, may be regarded as out of the question, and hence we must
obtain the most formidable concentration of Are possible. Both Forts
Caswell and Fisher should have Brooke rifles in addition to columbiads.
I can make good use of ten or twelve 32x)ounder iron bands, many of
my 32-pounders being unhanded and therefore not reliable. Please
when you send guns to send with them at least 100 rounds.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

Apeil 19, 1863.
Maj. [L. M.] Shumakee:

I will have the matter of forage attended to. I hope you may suc-
ceed in sinking those infernal gunboats that have shown no considera-
tion for women or children. If you cripple one and can use the field

batteries against her do so. I felt too ill from the medicine I took to
come down this morning. Kee]) me advised.

Yours, truly,

S. G. FEBNCH,
Major- Ge7ieral, Commanding.

Headquaetees, April 19, 1863.

Major Shumakee:
Let me know what is the result of the heavy cannonade now going on.

Show this to Colonel Counally and have him post his regiment to repel



Chaf.XXX.] COREEStONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 1001

any landiiig of infautry against tbe batteries. They had better move
down near the battery of Stribling's. The countersign is " Morgan" for
to-night.

Yours, truly,

S. G. FRENCH,
Major- General, Gomn\andinc}.

Headqtjartees Gaenett's Brigad:;',,

Near Greenville, N. C, April lit, 18C.3.

[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:]

General: I shall move with all the haste possible, but no route was
indicated, and I have to make inquiries about the best route, arrange
about rations, &c. I am ignorant of the country and where supplies
could be obtained if I left with an insufficient quantity. My supply
train was at Pactolus when I got your order, and that could only rejoin
me late this afternoon.
With many kind wishes for your success,
I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

R. B. GAENETT,
Brigadier- General, ('Ommandinfj.

Heabquarters, April 19, 1803.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, &c.

:

General : The two guns from Powhatan have not yet arrived. I am
expecting to hear of their arrival at Smithtield cveiy hour. I do not
know if they had not better be placed near Smithfield, on the James, to
prevent transports passing up, should the enemy take a notion to send
troops from the Army of the Potomac. Turn the whole matter over in

your mind and let me know what you think best.

Most respectfully,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquarters, April 19, 18G3.

Mflj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, &c.

:

General: Your note and inclosure are received. Please let me
know the result of the furious cannonade now going on as soon as you
learn. Have you the regiment of infantry so placed as to support tbe

batteries in time should the enemy attempt to land an infantry force

against them ? 1 have ordered more ammunition for the large guns.

Most respectfully,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Please order the gunners of Capt. [D. L.] Smoot's [Alexandria Light

Artillery, Va.] to fire with great deliberation and care.
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Headquarters, April 19, 1863.

Maj. Geu. S. G. French, Commanding, &c.:

General : General Hood bas moved a brigade down to where the
battery was. It will be better not to move any more troops in the
darkness.

Most respectfully,

JAMES LONGSTEEET.
Try and ascertain as soon as ]iossible the circumstances and why the

North Carolina regiment was not at the support of the battery. Tour
note is received. I think that you had better hurry down. Robertson's
brigade is on the way via Norfleet's house. General Hood can advise
you of the route it took.

Headquarters, A])ril 19, 1863.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, &c.:

General: General Hood writes me that General Law sends him
word that the enemy landed below the battery and charged it. I fear
that our infantry has not been doing its duty pro]ierly. Tlease ascer-
tain the facts in tlie case and apply the remedy. If it is true that the
enemy is on this side he should be driven into the river. General Hood
has ordered General Robertson's brigade down. If you need it you had
better send Davis' brigade also antl have the infantry so placed in
future as to guard against any such contingency. I am fearful that
some such attempt may be made at the other batteries.

Most respectfully,

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquarters,
Near 8uffolh, Va., April 19, 18C3.

Hon. James A. Seddon, Secretary of War :

Sle : From present appearances we shall be occupied some two weeks
longer in drawing off the sjipplies from the counties east of the Chowan.
If the Richmond would pass the obstructions she would be of great
service by being in position to threaten any move that the enemy might
be inclined to make toward my rear. If the enemy knew that she was
outside of the obstructions he would not venture within her reach. I
do not desire that she should move down the river at all.

I am somewhat apprehensive that if we should prove to be very
troublesome here^the enemy may move a considerable force from the
Army of the Potomac in behind me. I have no great dread of any force
that may come in my front, but a move on my flank may compel me to
retire. I believe that we are doing very well iu drawing in supplies, but
some difSculty exists in consequence of having too many purchasers in
the field. The citizens at first agreed that 50 cents was enough for
their bacon, but some agents of the Commissary-General have come over
and are, I understand, giving $1. So we are oblicred now to pav 75
cents, and I suppose that it will advance to $1 iu a few days.

I remain, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
JAMES LONG STREET,

Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

J"- S.—The enemy's troops from the counties south of this are reported
to have fled to Roanoke Island.
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Petersburg, Va., April 19, 1863.

Miij. Gen. S. G. French, Gomdg. Department of Virginia :

Gkneral : I received your order of the 15th iustant to abandon the
liiK^ of signal.s from Fort Powhatan to Smithfield, at Hog Island, on the
ICth instant at 2.30 j). m., and started at once for Ivor, where I found
Captain Small had already preceded me. The work is very heavy along
the line of railroad in erecting stations. Added to that, our resources

are limited, and the line is not as ef&cient as it could be made had we
glasses. We ought to have two glasses at each intermediate station.

As it is now we have but one, and hard work to get them at that. My
reconnaissance along the line of James Eiver has been thorough and
complete, and I think the line will be very serviceable when located to

communicate to Smithfield should we keep a force there. I return in

the morning to Ivor, and if the line is completed from there to General
Longstreet's headquarters I will at once proceed to again locate posts

on the James River as far as Boykins' old (Fort Boykins), just

above the mouth of Pagan Creek and abotit 3 miles from Smithfield,

which can be supplied by vedette, the woods and the character of the

country generally precluding all possibility of running a line of signals

direct to Smithfield unless we had undisputed possession of the river

and the creek (by James Eiver and Pagan Creek).

I find Hog Island a delightful pasturage for 1,000 horses, the clover

now upon it being ankle-deep ; also herd-grass and timothy. Would
it not be well enough to place a guard upon it and put our broken-down

horses there to recuperate ? All through Surry, Isle of Wight, Sussex,

and Prince George where I have been is scarce of forage and high.

Please send me written instructions what you desire me to do, and

order me in detail what you desire should be done. The work of cut-

ting out is very heavy, and I would most respectfully suggest that some

company be ordered to report to me to act as guard to exposed j)osts

and pioneers.

Tour obedient servant,
J. F. MILLIGAN,

Captain, Gomdg. I. S. C. [Independent Signal Corps ?].

Headquarters, Ajyril 20, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, &c.

:

General: Your note per courier is received just after daydawn.

Have a careful examination of the enemy made and let me know his

tiispositions as soon as possible. I shall be prepared to re-enforce you

if the enemy is inclined to give battle below.

Most respectfully,
^^^^^ lONGSTEBET,

Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquarters, April 20, 1863.

Major-General French, Commanding, &c.

:

General : From what Captain Clarke says of tlie creek on your right

it would be much easier to make a ford there than a bridge. Please

have it examined and attended to as soon as possible.

Yonrs,.respectfully,
^^^^^^ lONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant- General, Gommandmg.
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Headqtjaetees Pettigkew's Brigade,
Hoolcerton, If. 6'., April 20, 18G3—12 m.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:

General: Your.s of 7 o'cldck tliis morning is .just i-eceived. A half
Lour before I received a note from General Daniel, dated yesterday, con-
taini7i.<T tb(^ same information. As 1 liear notliing- froni liim to-day I sui>-

pose tlie Yankees are not serious. I an) 20 odd miles from Greenville,
if I am to snp])ort Greenville and Ivinston it is absohitely necessary tbat

tb(! depot eominissariesat tbese twojjoints sboiild bavcenou,i>'b to issne

to troo])s airiviug, for in tbis country it is utterly impossible t(j support
troops wliile tlieyare niarcbing. I bave just received a report tbat tbere
is notliing at Kinston. Tlie weatber is very bard on troops on tbe
marcb, and it is trying tbem too bard to add bunger to tbeir other suf-

ferings. I tbink tbat General Robertson sbould be ordered to establisb
tbe necessary courier lines. Tbere must be- maps of tbis country. I

bave some of tbe nortb of tbe Tar and soutb of tbe Neuse but none be-

tween. Please order your engineer to have a copy made and sent to me.
1 received your letter about tbe Seventeenth [North Carolina] some

tin^e after it was written, but I was unable to learn their whereabouts
until I received your note of tbis morning. Major Haskell having
no orders 1 brought him and one battery with me; tbe remainder was
left behind with Generals Daniel and Garnett. 1 have just ordered bis
battery back to General Daniel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. J. PETTIGKEW,
Brigadier- General.

. Ueadqiiaeters,
Kinston, JV. C, Aiml 20, 18G3— a. m.

[Maj." Gen. D. H. Hill:]

General: Your note of yesterday is just received. I shall at once
set to work to fortify Southwest Creek, as I presume you mean that
stream. Batclielder's Creek is only 10 miles from New Berne. The en-
emy was quiet yesterday. Now that they find their move on tbe north
side was fruitless I presume they will be for trying the old route. Mar-
tin's regiment and Moore's battery arrived late yesterday. Shall I keep
tbem here ? I suppose they can be of as much service here as anywhere
else.

Yours, truly,

R. RANSOM, Jr.,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters,
Near Siifolh, Va., April 20, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, (£x. :

General: I have tbe honor to communicate to you the desire of the
commandiug general that you forward with as little delay as practica-
ble a report of tbe a&iiir yesterday, involving tbe capture of Stribling''8
battery.

1 am, general, very resi)ectfully, your most obedient servant,

G. MOXLEY SORREL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters,
Wilmington, N. C, April 20, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
tSecretary of War, Richmond, Va. :

Sir : The drcumstaiK'es developed iu tbe late eiisfigjcnieiit between
the luouitors and batteries at Ghailestoii have contirmed me in certain
oiiiiiiuns treated iu uiy report on the defences of this place, especially
as re.nards Fort Caswell. If you will refer to that report under the sec-

tion treating of Fort Caswell and the lower harbor you will see that I

stiongly recommend as auxiliary to Fort Caswell the occupation of
Sniithville both by troops and guns to prevent, as there urged, the es-

tablishment of tlie enemy in the harbor. I would modify this only to

l)ress the point still further by recommending a powerful permanent
battery at Smithville. This I am constructing, and I only write to the
Dejjartment now to endeavor to obtain the most powerful guns for it.

Glancing at the maps you will see the range of the ])roposed battery op-

jtositc Battery Island, and that it would cover the channel there besides
materially aiding Fort Caswell should the monitors endeavor to pass
the fort and take position inside to act on the reverse of our defenses.

1 should want guns that would be formidable to jron-clads and which
could render the anchorage unsafe for them. These should be Brooke
guns—ritled 4lis or 8 or 10 inch columbiads. In addition to the position

at Smithville I shall occupy with a battery (see maps) a high bluff at

the mouth of Price's Creek. This would have a strong fire ou the Nar-
rows, a difiucult passage in the channel shown l)y the shoal soundings
on the map oi)posite Price's Creek, besides controlling the anchorage
above Smithville. Farther up the river, at the point immediately above
Governor's Creek, I would place another battery for action upon the

eastern anchorage. These works, constructed of sand, I am sure would
reiiuire land forces ou the part of the enemy to reduce them and would
be of the utmost importance to us in the event of a forced entrance into

the harbor. The only difficulty will be in procuring the guns.

Kecollect the problem of obstructions here is one very diflicult of so-

lution, if not impracticable, and our main reliance must be on our bat-

teries. You know we have an armament here vastly less powerful than

that at Charleston. The place itself is little less important tons; is

far more so than t^avaunah or an,y unoccupied seaport. I hoi)e 1 may be

able to obtain at least eight or ten more powerful guns. Heretofore I

have been driving at the strengthening of our outer works tirst. Those

are still deficient in heavy guns, but are much stronger than they were.

The importance of holding the outer harbor here is so very great that

I must be excused for continuing to press this matter. It involves both

Caswell and Fisher, all our importation of arms through this place, as

well perhaps as the place itself, and nothing should be left undone that

can be done.
Very i'esi)ectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Britjadier- General.

[lnrl(»r8emeDt.]

It is not i)Ossible to defend Wilmington with its present inadequate

armament. I have reason to believe that forces are being withdrawn

from Charleston to support Foster. Wilmington and the railroad will

be the next Yankee move.
D. H. HILL,

Major- General.
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Brigade Headquarters,
Diascund Bridge, Va., April 20, 1«C3—2.30 p. m.

M;ijor-Geueral Elzet, Commanding, &c.

:

General : My infantry and artillery have reached hero within this

hour. I delayed to get long forage, which is very scarce in this sec-

tion, and have eflected much good in assisting the citizens of Williams-
burg in removing their persons and effects from the reach of the enemy.
The Yankee rascals tried to throw the hospital on my hands to embar-
rass and pump mo as to my purpose of permanent occupation. I de-

clined to have anything to do with it, and they retired their superin-

tendent, nurses, &c. I then gave it up to the State civil authorities,

who, by my counsel, obtained from them ten days' provisions without
compromising our dignity or claiming from them any protection. I will

send to Governor Letcher, through you, copies of all the correspondence
as soon as I return to ChafiBn's Bluff. You may assure the Governor
that the patients will not suffer, as I know they will take charge of the
asylum again now that I have retired. I could not draw them out of
their intrenchments. They made no move, and I left all quiet, though
they were in the last two or three days considerably re-enforced. I
have picketed the cavalry in two lines—an inner and outer line, the
latter running across from the Chickahominy to James River Church,
below Centreville ; thence to Centreville ; thence to the Six Mile Ordi-
nary, and to a fork in the Telegraph road below ; thence to the cross-
roads at Deneufville's store ; thence to Austin's store; thence to Albert
nankins', on the York Eiver ; the inner line running from Bush's Mill
to Mrs. PJgffott's gate; thence to Garrett's gate; thence to Richard-
sou's lane, and thence to Mount Folly, on the York River. Established
a dei)ot for forage and Colonel Shingler's headquarters at Hickory Neck
Academy, extending the quarters thence to Burnt Ordinary and Olive
Branch Church.

Before I leave for Chafiin's I will move the cavalry headquarters up
to Barhamsville and draw in the pickets across from Albert Hankins',
on l^ork River, west bank of Scimmino Creek, to Whitaker's Mill, and
thence across to Bush's Mill and the Chickahominy.

Rodgers' cavalry have scarcely any men besides couriers for duty,
from desertion to the enemy. They cannot be trusted for any duty,
and Doby's and Hawley's companies barely supply their places in num-
ber, and the necessity for Hawley hero leaves the Chickahominy with-
out pickets on the Charles City side. I beg you to take the Holcombe
Legion and Robertson's battalion away and to restore to nie my old
regiment of cavalry, which I raised and mustered (the Tenth Virginia
Cavalry), with one company (the James City Cavalry, belonging to the
Fifth "Virginia Cavalry) added. Thus I could have good men, fkmiliar
with the paths of James City, Y^ork, Charles City, New Kent, and Hen-
rico. The present strangers to our roads need guides to every post.
I have saved the records of York, Warwick, and Elizabeth City Coun-
ties and forwarded them to you to be handed over to Governor Letchrr
for safe-keeping. It is important I should know how long I am to re-
main here, as, if long, my men must send for changes of clothing. I
await your orders, and am, very truly, your obedient servant,

HENRY A. WISE,
Brigadier- General.



Chap. xxX] COREESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 1007

Headqtjabtees Brigade,
Eodkerton, April 20, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill :
^

r ,

General : Not knowing what to do with Major Haskell I ordered
him to accompany us. He bears this himself to receive your orders.
In addition to my two batteries, he has another here and you have
ordered Captain Moore's. To command this battalion, it would be very
agreeable to me if you would assign him to me. In that event Captain
McCreery should be assigned to other duty, as his rank is inferior to
some of the ofiScers he commands.
Would it not be proper for General Eobertsou to establish a line of

couriers between this place and Kinston ?

Very truly, your obedient servant,

J. J. PETTIGEEW,
Brigadier- General.

Charleston S. C, April 20, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hlll, Goldshorough, W. G.

:

No troops or iron-clads have left here to support Foster as yet.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

GoLDSBOEOUGD, N. C, April 20, 1863.

General G. T. Beatjkegard, Charleston :

General : For the last four weeks I have been around Washington
and New Berne with three objects in view : To harass the Yankees, to
get out supplies from the low country, and to make a diversion in your
favor. In the first two objects we succeeded admirably, whipping the
enemy in every skirmish and fight. Washington was closely besieged
for sixteen days, but they succeeded in getting two supply boats into

town, furnishing about twenty days' rations to the garrison. I then
abandoned the siege.

I have failed to get information from New Berne for some days. The
usual channel of communication is cut off, and I am very much in the
dark as to what is going on. My last information was that a brigade had
gone up from Morehead City. This must have come from Charleston.

I send Captain West specially to you to ascertain whether any troops

have left your point. I am inclined to think that the rascals have aban-

doned all idea of attacking Charleston and that Wilmington will be
their next move. Should this be so I hope that you will be able to give

us back our North Carolina troops. We have now but four brigades in

the State. I have rejoiced greatly at your success, and trust that you
may continue to enjoy the smiles of a protecting God. Our hope must
be in Him.

Tours, truly,
D. H. HILL,

3Iajor- General.

Headquarters, April 20, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Gomdg. District of North Carolina, Goldshorough :

General : I inclose you Major Kennedy's report, and also letter from
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Ooloncl Giiflin, togetlier with commiiuicatioii from Lieutenant Harvie,
whom I sent down to inspect the courier line.*'

The conduct of Captain Nichols' company on two different occasions

has been disgraceful in the extreme, and I must either have authority

to appoint competent officers to this and other companies in Griffin's as

well as Claiborne's regiments, or the companies requiring them must be
disbanded. It is not entirely the fault of the men, and I feel sure with
j)roper commanders I would not again be subjected to the mortification

and disgust occasioned by the misbehavior and cowardice of these men,
wlio have been taught nothing by their officers unless it be to run from
the enemy. The proceedings of boards of examination forwarded to

liiclimond have never been heard from and probably never will be. In

such cases (I mean where officers are found incompetent and inefficient)

])U»ase inform me what I must do when no action is taken by higher

authority.

Nichois has tendered his resignation and his other officers are incom-

])etent. Can I not appoint officers to this company"? I should like to

])ut Captain Wright in command of it at once. Situated as I am I

should be permitted to act promptly when occasion requires, and I

should like to bo informed if you will sustain me in taking the steps

necessary to place these two regiments in a state of efficiency without
loss of ti me—without waiting to hear from the Department at Richmond.
In case all the officers of a company are'worthless the power to appoint
is admitted ; but the action of the Department is first necessarj' as re-

gards those rej)orted incompetent. If nothing is ever heard from their

decision surely no charge can be made according to the requirements
of the law. I send the small courier as requested.

^Vith the mounted men of the three disbanded companies I am form-
ing a coni])any of couriers as arranged. If upon examination they do
not ai)peai- sufficiently intelligent I shall substitute it for one of Clai-

borne's more suitable for such duty. Unless you object I shall relieve

Captain Pitt and order Colonel Griffin to take charge of that line as
heretofoi e. It is very important that Claiborne's whole regiment should
be disciplined.

Owing to the scarcity of forage and the arrival of Pettigrew's brigade
I shall have to move in a few days. Where shall I go ? As soon as I
can straighten the command I now have here, finish with an examining
board now in session, &c., I shall report to General Longstreet, as I
presume Ferebee is on his way to Blackwater, although you did not
tell me.
Please answer at your earliest convenience.

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,

E. II. liOBEETSON,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding Cavalry.

War Department, Engineer Bureau, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Fa., April 20, 1803.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War

:

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report as suggested by
His Excellency the President, and requested by you in a recent indorse-
ment on a communication by the honorable Secretary of the Navy,t re-

"Not found. tOf April 10, 18G3, p. 976.
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qnestiug that siu opening be luade iu tbe Jatnes Eiver obstiuctious at
Drewry's Bluff for tbe passage of tbe C. S. steamer EicbiiioDcl.

Col. W H. Stevens, cbief of construction department of Northern
Virginia, iu a rcceut letter to this Bureau, after careful examination and
consideration, expresses tbe opinion that a satisfactory opening for the
passage of vessels may be made iu ten days. While this opinion as to
time seems rather too sanguine, I think it clear, however, that the un-
dertaking is not one uecessarily requiring much delay for its realization.

This ox)euing.can be so arrauged as to be closed on short notice by
sinking a vessel at its lower extremity and keeping ready at points higher
up rafts for the same purpose. The barrier, however, will be neither
so perfect nor so safe after as before the completion of the opening.

1 do not tbiuk it advisable to cut a canal through the low grounds on
account of the treacherous nature of the soil. Such a canal, by the in-

fluence of successive freshets, might enlarge to dangerous dimensions.
Ju conclusion, considering the fact that there are two bars iu James

liiver between iJrewry's Bluff and City Point over which the Kichmond
can pass only in time of freshets, and further that her machinery and
speed are so defective, 1 most respectfully but earnestly represent that

it will be judicious to make an opening in the James Kiver obstructions

oulj' when a second iron clad is on the eve of completion.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. P. GILMER,
Colonel of Engineers and Chief of Bureau.

lludorscment.]

The view in relation to the propriety of waiting for an additional iron-

clad vessel is concurred iu.

J. D.

Headquarteks Army op Nortukkn Yiuginia,
Airfil lil, 18C3.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. :

SiE: I have just received a letter from General Longstreet, dated the

20th instant, stating that the enemy crossed below Hill's Point on the

evening of the 19th ; attacked and captured Stribling's battery at that

point oi)erating against the gunboats. He again expresses a desue that

the Bichmond would only show herself in the James Biver, and tbiuks

that alone would strengthen his left by 10,000 men. 1 do not know tliat

anything can be done by the Navy and only express Ins wishes.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,

E. E. LEE,
General.

Headquarters, Aiml 21, 18G3.

Maj. Geu. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding:

Gfneral- The commanding general desires to know what arrange-

ments or dispositions you have made for watching the gunboats or

other movements of the enemy on the river. If you have made none he

Gi E E—VOL XVllI
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wishes you to take steps at once to have them carefully observed. Tht

last report that we have from the riv^er is that General Hood is in pos-

session of the old fort.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOXLEY SOEEEL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headqxjaetees, April 21, 1863.

Maj. G. MOXLEY SOEEEL,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Deae Sir: I am in receipt of your comnmuication asking what ar-

rangements or dispositions I have made for watching tlie gunboats or

other movements of the enemy on the river. When the lieutenant-

general commanding placed the artillery under my orders I found a

battery in Henry's work and another at Hill's Point, and I placed the

two heavy guns in a work which I caused to be erected. Tlie general

is aware that the guns at Hill's Point were taken by the enemy, and
that Bradford's, guns were ordered, by General Hood to be withdrawn
last night, and that he ordered the heavy guns to Providence Church.
The only infantry force that belonged to my command was the Fifty-

fifth Noi'th Carolina Troops, which he ordered down tliere to support
the batteries, and that has been ordered back to its brigade. I had a
few sharpshooters down on the Western Branch of the Ifansemond,
but those I ordered back, thinking it unnecessary to keep such a small

force on the left of General Hood, whose line extends to near by its

mouth. When the general ordered the heavy guns to Providence
Church I took it for granted he designed them for other service. Inas-

much as the troops of General Hood extended to Hill's Point I did not
think the watching of the movements of the enemy devolved on me.
I will thank the general to state what should be the number and char-

acter of the forces he wishes me to send there, and if he wishes it done
to-night, and I will order them at once. As I observed. General Hood's
forces extend to the mouth of the Western Branch of the Nansemond
Eiver.

Tours, very respectfullv,

S. G. FEENCH,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquaetees, April 21, 1863—11.15 p. ui.

Maj. Gen. S. G. Feench, Commanding, &c.

:

General : Your communication of this evening is iHiceived and will

be fully considered to-morrow. Meantime the commanding general
desires you to make some arra,ngements to-night to keep at least a look-

out on the river to discover what may be going on. More extended and
systematic dispositions may be effected tomorrow.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. MOXLEY SOEEEL,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[ludorsemeut.]

Headquaetees French's Command,
April 22—1 a. m.

In accordance with the directions contained herein Brigadier-General

Jenkins will dispatch a forc^e of 25 men to take post near Eiddick's
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farm, who will observe closely all movements of the euemy and give
timely notice of the same. Two mounted men are sent to act as couriers.
Please acknowledge and return this paper.
By order of Major-General French

:

GRAHAM DAVES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Charleston, S. C, April 21, 1863.
Brigadier-General AVhiting, Wilmington, N. G. :

Three thousand feet submarine wire will be sent you. By authority
Secretary of War, Cooke's brigade will be sent you in place of Evans'.
Shall send Hall's regiment soon. Please send back Evans' regiments
by the transportation.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

GOLDSBOROTJGH, N. C, April 21, 1863.

His Excellency Zebulon B. Vance,
Governor of North Carolina :

Bear Sir : I think-that infantry would be of little service in Moore
County without the co-operation of cavalry. I wish to send 25 horse-
men and 50 infantry. This is, how6ver, a bad time to weaken my force.
I learn that there are one hundred vessels now at Morehead City, and
that troops are pouring in from Charleston. The Charleston expedition
is abandoned, and Wilmington and the railroad are the next object of
Yankee cupidity.

General Longstreet wrote me to ask you to call out the militia. I do
not know that any good could result from it except the exposure of the
skulkers. The men staying at home now are consumers and not pro-
ducers. They ought to be kicked into the ranks by some means. One
of your stiiTing appeals would do good. Tour scathing rebuke of de-

serters and skulkers makes even cowards blush. I fear that the dis-

content and demoralization of the troops have been mainly caused by
unwise ebullition of temper on the part of our local press. Would to

God that our editors could fight the common enemy and let their pri-

vate quarrels lie over. If conquered by the Yankees our doom will be
the most miserable known in history. There is no insult and no indig-

nity which these infernal wretches will not inflict upon us. I earnestly

hope that you will call out every able-bodied man in the State, but es-

pecially that you will issue a proclamation in regard to deserters and
skulkers.

Yours, truly,

D. H. HILL,
3{ajor- General.

Headquarters,
Greenville, N. G., April 21, 1863—4 p. m.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding, &c.

:

General : The force that came up on the Washington road yester-

day will not exceed 300 or 400 men and two pieces. The force at the

cross-roads evening before last was represented as being very large ; a

large number of ambulances and wagons. They retired last evening.

I sent the cavalry down the road to look after them. I sent a small

mounted forc^ on the roads to Swift Creek. I have not yet heayd froni
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the oiR' tliat cDMU'.s by Blnck Jack Clmrcli and into the Wasliingtou
road at- 'ralt'.-^. .From the ti])|)or road tlie captain repoi'ts that he saw
Wbitfoi-d, wiio wa.s near tlic enemy as late as 2 o'clock m the morning.
They -weie then in possession <if Swilt Creek and were catting and
woriiing a good deal. Whitford lepresents tliis force at 4,000. Should
they advance I will make tiie main tight .'3 miles from town, the best

l)Ositiou this side of the Swift Creek road, but still much in favor of the

enemy. General I'etfigrew is at Adams' JJridgei 1 will endeavor to

keep you advised.

Very i-espect fully, &(;.,

JUNIUS DANIEL,
liriijadier- General.

Headquauteks,
arccnviUc, N. C, April 21, 1803—5.30 p. m.

Brig. Gen. J. J. PETTIGltE^v, Commanding, &c.:

General : There will be no necessity of your marching here to-night.

I have not yet heard from the force I sent in the direction of Washing-
ton, but they (the enemy) must still be near Washington, or I should
have heard from them. My information from Swift Creek is that they
still oc(,'upy it and are at work upon something. In regard to attack-

iog them 1 do not see how we can do so unless we attack the force at

Swift Creek, or those at Washington should come out again.
I will write you again when I get reports from below.

Very respectfully,

JUNIUS DANIEL,
Brigadier- General.

War Dei'Aiitment, C. S. A.,

liicJimond, April 22, 1SG3.

General (i. T. Bioauuicgaud, Charlenton, iS. C.

:

General Hill telegrajjhs that New ISernehas been strongly re-enforced
from Charleston; that heavy force is marching on Kinston, and that he
needs heli). (Tcneral Whiting eontirms the transfer of troops and gun-
boats to New iJerue. Render all the aid you safely can.

J. A. SEDDON.
Seeretary of War.

Charleston, April 22, 1863.
Maj. Gen. 1). H. Hill, GoUhborough

:

Send you Cooke's brigade, although much needed, enemy being still

in force at Port IJoyal and North Edisto; his six monitors in latter
bay

.

G. T. BEAUEEGAltD.
[Same to Brigadier-General Whiting.]

Charleston, S. C, April 22, 1803.

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, Wilmington, N. C. :

Evans returns immediately to Wilmington. Soon as enemy's fleet

shall leave Port Boyal and North Edisto will send you ajiother brigade
besides Cooke's.

G. T. bl:auregaiij).
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Charleston, S. C, April 22, 18C3.

Brig. Gi'ii. W. S. Walkek, Pocotaligo, 8. G.

:

Cooke's brigade must return to Wilmington soon as possible. Eegi-
inent will be sent yon from Savannah. Use transportation to send on
Cooke's troops. Answer.

THOMAS JOIiPAN,
Chief of Staff.

Charleston, S. C, Ajn-il 22, 1803.

James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.

:

Uavc already ordered Cooke's brigade to report to General Whiting

;

Eviins to remain in North Carolina nntil further orders. I will hold
Clingman's ready to move so soon as I can ascertain what enemy's
forces intend doing here.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

Adams' Bridge, April 22, 1S03—n..30 a. m.
Major-General Hill:

General: Your special courier has iust arrived wiih your dispatch

of 0..30 p. m., 21st instant.

I have already sent a dispatch to you at Kinston announcing that I

am going to Hookerton, there to await orders. But I shall now proceed

from that ])oint to Kinston by the direct road, whatever that may be.

I have forwarded your previous dispatches to me to General Daniel,

so 1 suppose he knows what to do. 1 have given him no instructions

from myself.
Yours, very trulv,

J. J. PETTIGEEW,
Brigadier- General.

You know I am ignorant of the topography around Kinston. Please

have a guide and a map for me if I am to go into position.

Gum Swamp, N. C, April 22, 1803.

[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:]

General: Capt. [B.J Lanehas just returned from the reconnaissance

on w^liich he went early Ihis morning. He went to within half a mile

of Core Creek and sent a lieutenant ([M.] Lee) and 3 men over the

creek, who went half a mile beyond the creek, to the late encampment

of the enemy. It appears like rhe encampment of a brigade. They left

this morning before day. An old family near that place say there was

4 ()00 or 5,000. Nothing has been done lately to the railroad bridge,

but it can easily be prepared for use, being only about 2^} feet long.

The track was destroyed by being o\erturned, the sills still adhering

to the rails, and you will at once sec that it can be rendered fit for use

by simply turning the superstructure back to its original position, which

can be done rapidly when sufficient force can be brought to bear. The

enemy liavc righted up the track for about 3 miles this side of the creek.

The track has been upturned in the manner described from a point
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about 1^ miles beyond this. Thence upward the sills or cross-ties have

been burned and "the iron bent, and it will require time to reconstruct

the track.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. J. CLARKE,
Colonel [Twenty-fourth ISforili Carolina Troojyn], Comdg.

Headquaeters,
Near Sufollc, Va., April 22, 18G3.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War

:

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the

ISth. If the enemy has abandoned the intention of reducing Charleston

it would be well to have all the troops sent from Korth Carolina returned

as soon as practicable, and indeed some of those comprising the regular

garrisons. Generals Clingman's and Evans' brigades could be placed

at Wilmington and General Cooke's at Goldsborough.
We were so unfortunate as to meet with a serious disaster on the

18th in losing Captain Stribling's battery, 65 of his men, and 70 of

(reneral Law's brigade. The enemy succeeded in making a complete

surprise by moving down the river with one of his gunboats until he
got nearly under the fire of the battery, as though it was the intention

to run by the battery, then he opened fire upon our fort at or upon
Hill's Point from gunboats and land batteries as though his desire was
to draw our attention from the gunboat which seemed to be trying to

get by our battery. Under this fire and the seeming desire of the boat
to pass the enemy landed probably 200 or 300 men in the vicinity of

our fort and captured it by complete surprise. I have not made any
report of the facts before this because I had hoped to have General
French's report of the facts officially. It has been so long delayed,
however, that I have thought it proper to mention this much that you
may be apprised of the facts so far as they have come to light. As
well as I can judge at present the misfortune is due to the entire want
of vigilance on the part of the troops in the fort. The fort is on the
Nansemond, just above the mouth of Western Branch. The 70 in-

fantrymen were, I understand, sharpshooters selected for the service.

A regiment (about 700 strong) had been stationed by General French in
supporting distance of the battery, but no call was made upon it for aid.

One of our scouts just from Fort Monroe reports the enemy re-enforcing
Lim to a considerable extent, and that the enemy's intention now is to
effect a surprise by landing the Army of the Potomac on both sides of
tlie James above us. His late successful dash at our battery and the
limited time for which he holds many of his soldiers may induce him to
attempt some extraordinary movements. Please keep me advised of
any important information that you may receive.

I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant-General, Commanding.

Since writing this letter I have received dispatches from Generals
Hill and Whiting reporting the arrival at Beaufort, I^. C, of the enemy's
forces and fleet from Charleston. I hope that General Beauregard may
be ordered to reenforce General Hill sufficiently to enable him to resist
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the advance of the enemy in North Carolina. I do not apprehend any
immediate move against Wilmington, but the enemy may attempt to
break up our line of railroad.

Most respectfully, J. L.

[ludoraements.]

AtElL 26, 1863.

Respectfully submitted to the President for information.
General Beauregard is returning tlie troops sent from North Carolina;.

In presence of General Hill's force I do not apprehend any serious move-
ment of the enemy toward our railroad. They will probably be content
to hold their fortiiied places.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary.

Apeil 30, 18C3.

EespectfuUy rekimed by the President to the honorable Secretary of
War.

G. W. C. LEE,
Colonel and Aide-de-Gamp.

Neae Suffolk, Va., April 22, 1863.

(Eeceived at Richmond, Va., April 23, 1863.)

Seceetaky of Wae:
Dispatches from Generals Hill and Whiting report the expedition

against Charleston abandoned by the enemy and that the army and the

lleet have arrived at Beaufort, N. G. May I ask that General Beauregard
be ordered to return to North Carolina the troops that came from there

last winter? Please acknowledge receipt of this.

Respectfully,
JAMES LONGSTREET,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquaetees Feench's Division,
April 22, 1863.

Maj. G. MOXLEY SOEEEL,
Adjutant- General, Dept. of North Carolina and Virginia:

Majoe : In accordance with instructions from the lieutenant-general

commanding a detachment from one of the companies of the Fifty-fifth

North Carolina Troops -was sent last night to do picket duty near Hill's

Point. It is respectfully suggested that these men be relieved, inasmuch

as they went off hurriedly late at night and took ao rations.

I am, major, very respectfully, &c.,
' •>

^ •' ^ g Q FEENOH,
Major-General, Commanding.

Headquaetees, April 22, 1863.

Maj. Gen. S. G. Feench, Commanding, i&c. ;

Geneeal : I have notified General Hood of the detachment of the

Fifty-fifth North Carolina Troops doing duty on the river and asked

him to relieve it.

Very respectfully, yours,^ ^
'

G. MOXLEY SORREL,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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War Department, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., April 22, 18G3.

Maj. Goii. D. II. IIiLL, Goldshorovgli, N. C. :

I have telegrapbed General Beauregard to send yon all tlie aid lie

can safely spare. We can spare none here or at Peterslmrg. You have

doubtless informed General Longstreet.
J. A. SEDDON,

Secretary of War.

IIeadquarters,
Xear Sufoll; Ya., April 22, 1SG3.

Maj. Gen. S. Vx. French, Commanding, &c.:

General: In reply to your lettxT of the 21st the lieutenant-general

commanding directs nie to say that lie desires to kuo^v• what sharp-

shooters yon had on the Western Branch which yon ordered in, inas-

much as yon state that yon had no infantry other than the Fifty-

tiftli jSTortii Carolina in your command. He ordered the heavy gnns
liack to Providence Church during the occupation of the left bank of

tlie river by the enemy, and while tlie men of that battery were occn-

l)ied iu bringing ort' the ammunition that had been left behind in their

hasty withdrawal from their position on the river. The battery at Fort

Henry Avas withdrawn during the night of the 20th to prevent a chance
of a surprise. The enemy retired from this side of the river yesterday,

aii<l the lienteuaut general commanding expects that yon will resume
the res)>oi)sibilities of the river batteries and their protection, if it is

agreeable to you; otherwise he expects yon to advise him that he may
make otiier arrangements.
The commanding general is somewhat surprised at your idea of the

heavy guns being intended for other service because they were ordered

to Providence Chnrch, inasmuch as there was no ammunition for either

of the gnns when they were ordered back. In assigning to you the charge
of the artillery, and particularly the river defenses, the commanding
general had every confidence in your ability to select positions for bat-

teries and to assign proper infantry supports for their ])rotection. He
has not given himself any anxiety nj^on the subject further than to in-

sist upon your taking to the support of the batteries tlie whole of the

Fifty -fifth North Carolina Begiment instead,of only the three comjianies

proposed by yon. In your note of the evening of the lOtli yon reported

to the commanding general that you had three companies of this regi-

ment in the old fort. This seems to have been a mistake. The com-
manding general expects you to make such arrangements as you deem
necessary to secure the river from another surprise, and to have such
batteries placed upon it as maybe required to prevent the passage of

gunboats. He will be glad to offer suggestions upon any particular

points on which you may have doubts.
I am, general, A-ery respectfully, your most obedient servant,

G. MOXLEY SOEEEL,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquarters, April 22, 1SG3.

Maj. G. MoxLEY Sorrel,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of this morning. The
sharpshooters referred to were 25 men detailed from General Jenkins'
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brigadi.'. liy tlie geiierfil conimaiuling placing tlie artillery under my
cbarge 1 canuot admit tbat I was charged particularly with the river

defeuses. That embraces what was being performed by other troops
than mint. In answer to the general's kind inquiry if it will be agree-

able to mo to resume the responsibilities of the river batteries and
their protection, I reply it will not be. General J. B. Hood's command
on the left extends far down the river to Hill's Point, and as the work-
ing parties, tools, and the main protection must come from him, while
my comTnand is about 9 miles distant, there will be a want of unity of

action. If the brigades of Generals Jenkins and Davis were on the left

I would take charge of the batteries with pleasure and the defense of

the river.

Yours, very respectfully,

S. G. FEENOn,
Major-Gen era I, Commanding.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, April 22, 18G3.

General R. B. Lee, Fredericksburg, Va.:

General Hill telegxaphs that large re-enforcements have been brought
by the enemy from Charleston to New Berne; that they are marching
in force on Kinston, and that he needs help. 1 have telegraphed Gen-
eral Beauregard to send all he can safely spare.

Reliable information is just received that on Sunday night last eleven

large transports with troops landed at Torktown, each believed to con-

tain not less than 750 men. A good deal of field artillery also landed

at Yorktown. Seventeen large transports likewise passed the York
River on the way to Fortress Monroe or Norfolk.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Cdaeleston, S. C., April 23, 1863.

Maj. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, Wilmington, K. C. :

Cannot now spare heavy guns from here. Six monitors are still in

North Edisto. Savannah also loudly calls for some heavy guns.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

Charleston, S. C, April 23, 18G3—9.30 p. m.

jAilES A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. :

Am informed four heavy Whitworth guns have arrived at Wilming-

ton on Merrimac. Cannot two be sent here? They are much needed.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

Hdqrs. Dert. South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida,
Charleston, S. C, April 23, 1803.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding, &c., Ooldshorough, ISF. C.

:

General : Your letter of the 20th instant, through Captain West,

has been received. I thank you for your timely move ou Washington,

and regret much the circumstances which prevented the capture of Fos-

ter's forces. I hope you will still be able to do so before long.
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I am not yet able to tell .precisely what has becpme of all Hunter's

forces in my front, but it is probable a pstrt ]ias been sent to re-enforce

Foster. I have in consequence ordered Cooke's brigade to report at

once to Whiting and General Evans' brigade to remain in North Caro-

lina until further orders. Clingman's will be sent also as soon as it may
be absolutely required and I can ascertain more positively that Hunter

has weakened himself too much to be dangerous to this place or Savan-

nah. Ton may rely that I will afford you and Whiting all the assistance

in my power, for the enemy must not be allowed any success within the

reach of our available forces.

Wishing vou ample good luck, I remain, yours, truly,

G. T. BEAUKEGAED,
General, Commanding.

Hbqes. Department of Southern ViRGmiA,
April 23, 18C3.

General M. Jenkins, Commanding, &c.

:

General : I shall assume the immediate command of the division

composed of your brigade and that of General Davis. Will you please

let your assistant adjutant-general give to Major Daves, assistant adju-

tant-general, the names of the regiments now on picket duty? The
details will hereafter be made by Major Daves. My chief commissary
could not leave Petersburg, and the same commissary will have to act

for the command. Maj. [John B.] Morey, chief quartermaster, will take

prompt measures to forward all necessary supplies.

Yours, very truly,

S. G. FRENCH,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Army of Northern Yieginia,
April 23, 1863.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet,
Commanding, &c., Petersburg, Va.

:

General : There is great need of more cavalry in this army. Our
cavalry has been reduced by hard and long service, and the enemy's
recently has been very much increased. They have drawn from Mary-
land the cavalry which has been serving on the left bank of the Potomac,
in the interior, and the counties on the Eastern SLore, in addition to the
re-enforcements they have received from the North. They now have
six brigades, formed into three divisions, composing a corps, under Gen-
eral Stoneman, and in recent operations on the Rappahannock General
Stuart reports that they ride over him by sheer force of numbers. It

therefore has become necessary to strengthen that arm of the service,

and I desire to know whether there is not more cavalry in North Caro-
lina than you require. There are two North Carolina regiments of cav-
alry in this army, and if I could get three more I could form a North
Carolina brigade. Can you spare three regiments or a brigade, or ^hat
can you spare ? Please let m6 know at your earliest convenience, or
order such regiments forward as you can spare.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. E. LEE,

Oeneral.
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State op Nokth Caeolina, Executive Depaktment,
Raleigh, N. C, April 23, 1803.

Maj. Geu. D. H. Hill,
Commanding, Goldshorough, N. C. :

(tEneral: Yf iirs of yesterday is jnst received. In view of tbe alarm-
iiij? information it conveys of tbis probable invasion of tbe State, I will
not press for the troops to be sent to Moore County at present. I will
at once issue an appeal to tbe people to send in the deserters and ab-
sentees and do everything I can to bring up every man to bis post. I
do not think, general, that the militia ought to be called out, for various
reasons: Their help would be little, their consumption of rations great,
and beyond any sort of doubt their removal now from their crops would
be followed by the most disastrous consequences. If you think it neces-
sary when the enemy's movement is fuUy developed t will call out the
militia officers, of whom there are some 2,000 or 3,000, which will be a
larger number, I fear, than we can arm and make available. I can bring
tliemto Ealeigh at once by an order. I earnestly hope, however, that
such a thing will not be necessary. In accordance with a previous
request, I have addressed a note to the city editors, urging them to
avoid exciting any panic among the people and to be cautious not to
s])eak of the movements of troops, &c.

Very respectfully,

Z. B. VANCE.

Brigade Headquartees,
Chaffin's Farm, Va., April 23, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. Aenolb Elzey, Commanding, t&c:

General : Yesterday morning I issued all the necessary orders, as
you instructed me, and moved back all the forces which I took down
from this place. They will reach here this morning, or some time to-

day, as the weather permits. We left all quiet, the enemy making no
demonstration, and still re-enforcing and fortifying at Fort Magruder.
I placed tbe headquarters of the cavalry at Barhamsville, as better for

them in all respects than Diascund, having shorter transportation of

forage and a closer eye on the Pamunkey and York Elvers. I ordered
Hawley's company back to its position on tbe Lower Chickabominy,
below Diascund Creek. The pickets are arranged in inner and outer

lines, with infantry scouts all in and about Williamsburg.
• And now, general, again I urgently appeal to you to send to tbe Fifty-

ninth and Forty-sixth Eegiments their companies, detailed for police duty
at Eichmond. The two of the Fifty-ninth and five of the Forty-sixth are

absolutely required on the Peninsula, if we are to protect the people in

making crops this year. They are near Eichmond, and produce there

is most convenient to the city. We can maintain no forces down below

without making 'there something to eat, and that object is more im-

l»ortant than the police of Eichmojid. Will the city battalion never be

organized ?

1 am confident that if the irou-clad boat (the Eichmond) was sent down
the river it would yet make General Longstreet's attempt a success.

Very respectfully, yours, truly,

HBFEY A. WISE,
Brigadier- General.
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Special Oedees, ) Adjt. and Inspbctoe General's Office,
Xo. 99. i Eichmond, Va., April L'3, 1803.

* # * # # # #

XXn. Tbe defenses at Brewry's Bhifl' aud Manchester will be in-

cluded in the Department of Richmond, under the command of Mnjor-

General Elzey.
* #

By command of the Secretary of War

:

JNO. WITHERS,
A ssistnnf Adjutant- Genera I.

Teanter's Bridge, N. C,
April 24, 1803—3 p. m.

General: Grey Ligget is near Wnshiugton. I will send for him
forthwith. Forty men will be seiit with Ca])tain Graham's battery as

directed. Colonel Grififln's pickets are in that direction. 1 can rely, how-
ever, on my own men. Capts. [J. 15.] Cherry and [William] Sharp, fvhom
I sent to the vicinity of Plymouth, are in. They report, on what they
regard as reliable authority, that there are 5,000 Yankees in Plymouth
and ex]>ecting an attack from us. They are fortifying the place. The
fore*' iu Washington two days since numbered 8,000; they were the same
that came nj) the right bank of the river. Two thousand of them re-

turned yesterday for New Berne with wagons on the transports. This
information is from Mr. J. Randall, just from W. But why the wagons
oil transports ? 1 inclose you General Potter's order, which please for-

ward to Maj. Gen. 1). H. Hill. A large number of persons in consequence
of this order have left town and are now on the hill near Mrs. EUerdee
with their effects, and suft'ering greatly. Would it not be well to send a
Hag of truce, protest against the rascally conduct, and ask leave to remove
the suffering women and children? I learn they are in great distress. I
can rebuild the Tranter's Creek Bridge if you wish it, and will furnish
transportation for the plank, which are 5 miles oif. I would be glad to
learn your wish on the subject. I send, as you requested, the names of
the men who captured the deserter for you: Corpl. W. A. Allen, Alfred
Redferii, Stephen Myers, John Edwards, E. R. Simons, and W. H.
Boggan.

I am, general, most truly, vour obedient servant,

I). I). FEREBEE,
Colonel Fifty-ninth North Carolina Troops.

Headquarters, April 24, 1803.

Maj. Gen. S. G. Feench, Commanding, &c.:

Geneeal: I hope that you will try and have the battery at the right
fixed to night, if possible, and the bridge across the run at your right
flank tixed to-morrow, if it is not already done. It is important that
these things should be attended to promptly. Have your artillery har-
nessed aud hitched by daylight in the morning. The battery on the
railroad should be arranged at once, else the enemy may move out and
erect a battery that would sweep along the railroad embankment.

Most respectfully,

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Caution your front line to be particularly on the alert in the morning.
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Headquarters, April 24, 1803—4
i). m.

Mnj. Geu. S. G. Erengd, Commanding Division:

General: T]io comraaiidiiig general directs that you Lave tbe bat-
teries on your line bitcLed up at once.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. MOXLEY SOEREL,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

General Pickett reports that tbe enemy have opened heavily on his
front with artillery, with strong infantry support.

Headquakters, April 24, 1803—5 p. m.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding Division:

General : Tbe commanding general directs that you get your troops
under arms as soon as you can.

Very respectfully,

G. MOXLEY SOEEEL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Pickett's Headquarters,
April 24, 1803.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, &c.

:

General : The effort of the enemy this evening proves to have been
nothing more than a strong reconnaissance. It is all over now and your
troops may return to their bivouacs. The commanding general directs

you to have everything ready early in the morning and your batteries

hitched up.
Eespectfully. yours,

G. MOXLEY SOEEEL,
'

Assistant Adjutant- General.

The commanding general desires you to order Bradford's battery to

report to Major Bearing at General Law's headquarters early to-morrow

morning.

Charleston, S. C, April 25, 1803.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Kinston, JSF. C. :

Scouts are mistaken. Five monitors are in Euisto and one at Port

Eoyal. Only one supposed gone North disabled. Some troops are still

on Folly Island, Edisto, and Port Eoyal. Probably some gone to North

Carolina.
G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

Headquarters, April 25, 1863.

j\Iaj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, &c.

:

General : Capt. [Thomas J.] Goree thinks that be saw distinctly

new works about COO yards in rear of the old line of works and near the
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teuts. Did your examination exteud as far back as this ? If you have

time you had better have a minute examination made to-night and let

us iinow.

Most respectfully,
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headqtjakters Distkict op the Cape Feae,
Wilmington, N. C, April 25, 1803.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding, &c., Goldsborough :

General : Yours of the 23d received. General Cooke and his troops

are arriving, but General Beauregard has received General Evans in

his stead, so I have only made an exchange, but am a gainer by the

swap. Beauregard says the enemy are still in force in his front, but
that the moment I am menaced he will aid me. I do not think a land

attack can be made upon me here with you in position at Kinston. I

should of course require more troops than I have now, but should ex-

I)ect them from Beauregard. In the mean time we are daily growing
stronger as against a sea attack.

The Merrimac, Charleston, Margaret, and Jessie all came in day
before yesterday. We had quite a spirited engagement over the two
former. As you expected, my 30-pounder Parrott burst in the engage-
ment. The Merrimac brings me three splendid Blakely guns, 8-inch

riiied 130-pounders. Two of them are for this place, one gone to Mis-
sissippi. L shall place one at Caswell and one at Fisher. I have three
10-inch columbiads at Caswell.

I wrote you about torpedoes. I have only a few here, hardly enough
for the obstructions. You had better apply to Eains, chief of Conscript
Bureau. I think there are any number of them in Richmond.

Inclosed please find a letter from my scout,* which may give you some
intelligence.

As to telegraph, use the cipher for important words. I have both
the War Department cipher and Beauregard's.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITfflG,
Brigadier- General.

Kinston, K C, April 20, 1803.

Maj. J. N. Whitpoed, Swift CreeTc Village:

Dear Sir : I learn that my scout Kinsly has lost the confidence of
the Yankees and that George Smith is suspected. It seems, then, a dif-

ficult task to put Foster on a wrong scent again. B. and C. tell me that
our deserters are also suspected, and that the last two sent down are
in irons. I wish, therefore, to arrange a plan with you for chasing the
deserters and firing upon them until you run them into their lines.
This would relieve all suspicions and enable me to stuft" Foster to my
heart's content. Come up to-morrow or next day and we will arrange
the plan.

I was at Core Creek, on the Dover road, on Friday. The mills are not
destroyed as reported. I wish you to have the scouts arrested who

* Not found.
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gave the false report. We must have true information, and the care-
less and sensational scout deserves punishment. General Eansom is un-
well and may be detained here four or five days, but I would prefer you
to come to-morrow. I think that you can break up the negro nest on
Goose Creek Island. I wUl draw Foster off towards Plymouth while
you are operating there.
The Big Pinetories must be cut off, but I fear a fight with them lest

you kill some of my spies among them. Could you not manage through
Smith to give them notice in a quiet way to get off somewhere. You
can't be too cautious in this matter. Suspicion might be excited and the
whole thing prove a failure.

Send F. Eiggs down to-morrow, and let me have a full report from
that section by the 1st of May at furthest.

I cannot too emphatically caution you that your men must not trust
to tlie report of others, but must see with their own eyes everything
they report.

The accounts of the Yankee treatment of Spinola amuse me very
much. He made his escape in good time, however, and deserves credit
lor his foot-race if not for his fight.

If j-ou cannot come up to-morrow scud up Lieutenant* Barringtou or
Lieutenant Whitford, now I believe a captain.
The note of mine found at Hill's Point was not important, at least I

think not.

EespectfuUy,

D. H. HILL,
Major- General.

Headquarters,
Near SuffolTt, Va., April 20, 1803.

Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey,
Commanding Department of Richmond, Va.

:

General : The commanding general desires you to cause the wharves
and landing places on your side of the river wherever the enemy might
effect a landing to be burnt or otherwise destroyed. Please direct their

destruction to be thorough and complete.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOXLEY SOEEEL,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Navy Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, April 27, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War

:

Sir : Your letter of the 25th instant, inclosing a letter from General

^•'hiting, has been received, and in reply I inclose herewith copy of my
letter to General Whiting on the subject to which he refers in his letter

to you.
General Whiting's letter is herewith returned.

J am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. E. MALLOEY,
Secretary of the Wavy.
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Navy Depaktment, 0. S. A.,
Richmond, April 25, 1SG3.

Brig. Geu. W. H. C. Whiting, C. S. A.,

Commander-in-Vhief, Wilmington, A\ C:
General : Your letter of the 21st instant has been recei\ ed. Know-

ing your want of heavy guns I would have sent you the Ealeigh's bat-

tery before had it been ready. But two of the guns designed for her
are anywhere near ready. They will be sent with ammunition and
equipments in a few days. They are two 11,000 pound double-banded
Brooke QA guns, whose penetration, as shown by our iron targets, equal
that of the 7-inch. Their bolts weigh 90 pounds.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. II. MALLORY,
Secretary of the Kavy.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, April 21, 1SC3.

Hon. James A. Seudon,
Secretary of War, Richmond :

Sir : Please to ask the Secretary of the Navy if he will lend nie the
armament of the Ealeigh, especially the Brooke rifles, until she is ready

• to use them. She will not be ready for at least three months, and during
that time I may be attacked and those guns would be of incalculable
service in the defense.

Very respectfully,

W. n. C. WHITING,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
Ajyril 27, 1863.

]jieut. Geu. James Longstreet, Commanding, &c.

:

General : I received last night a dispatch from Maj. [William] Nor-
ris, chief of signal corps in Eichmond, stating that a special scout to
Washington City had returned Saturday liight. After giving the
strength of General Hooker's army, which he had put down very heavy
(between 150,000 and 100,000), and that he had been re-enforced from
Baltimore, Washington, Alexandria, and Harper's Ferry, he says that
10,000 or 12,000 men had been sent to Suffolk which were not taken
from Hooker's army. Although I think his statement very much ex-
aggerated, yet all accounts agree that Hooker has been re-enforced, aud
that troojis from the rear have been brought forward to theEappahan-
nock. This looks as if he intended to make an aggressive movement,
but by what route I cannot ascertain.
A dispatch from Stuart, of the 2Gth, received last night, states that

Stoneman is in force in the neighborhood of Warreuton ; that a brigade
of infantry is guarding the Eappahannock Bri(,lge aud the fords each
side; that the trains are running regularly on the Orange aud Alex-
andria Eailroad to Bealeton, but that he does not learn they bring up
any troo])S.

1 am glad to learn by your letter received yesterday by special cou-
rier that you are getting everything out of North Carolina as rapidly
as possible. Can you give me any idea when your operations will bo
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completed and whether any of the troops you have in North Carolina
can be spared from there? As regards your aggressive movementupon buffolk, you must act according to your good iudgment. If adamaging blow could be struck there or elsewhere of course it wouldbe advantageous

;
but if the place was taken I dpubt whether we could

spare a garrison to hold it, and storming of his works might cost usvery dear. °

I am, very respectfully, yours,

R. E. LEE,
General.

P- S/—Is not the Eighth Corps, which you mention in your front,
Keyes', from Yorktown ?

'

Headquarters,
„ ^ . „ N'ear Suffolk, Va., April 27, 1863.
Hon. Jatvtf.s A. Seddon, '

'
x- ,

Secretary of War

:

Sir : If the reports of officers of the quartermaster's and subsistence
departments are to be relied upon, it will require a month to haul out
the supplies of this portion of the country. If it is desirable that we
should remain for that purpose the Eichmond would be of great assist-
ance to us

; it would at least secure Eichmond City against any sudden
move of the enemy and protect my left. Unless a part of this force is
necessary on the Eappahannock it would probably be well for us to
bold our line as it now is instead of giving up the country back to the
Blackwater again. I learned yesterday that there are a number of guns
in the old river forts that were abandoned by us when this country was
given up. I have sent Captain Clarke (engineers) down to examine the
old works and guns and report their condition. I presume that many
of these guns may be made useful if we can have carriages made for
them.

I remain, sir, very respectfuHv, your most obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTREET,

Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquarters, April 27, 18C3—1 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Longstreet,
Commanding, &c.

:

General : I started this morning at 8 a. m., and, with Generals Jen-
kins and Davis, have walked the margin of Si)ikes' Run from where the
right of my line strikes the run to where General Gamett is defending
the ford, on the old Somertou road. The distance is over three-quar-

ters of a mile, and the run, while it is an obstacle, is no barrier to in-

fantry. It can be crossed at any point throughout its length between
those points by infantry. There are several log crossings in the inter-

val. I have your note, and will have an examination made with a view
to have a ford for artillery. I mention the condition of Spikes' Euu
that it may be duly considered as a part of the gisneral line.

Very truly,

S. G. FRENCH,
Major- General, Commanding.

05 E B—VOL xvin
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Headquaetees,
Near Suffolk, Ya., April 27, 1863.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, &c.:

Geneeajl : The commanding general desires you to cause the earth

in front of the ritiepits on your line to be so increased in thickness as

to enable it to resist the lire of artillery. He also wishes you to cause

the interval between your works and the brush or abatis in front to "be

filled up with the same kind of brush or abatis, the whole when com-

pleted to cover CO or 70 yards in front of the works.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOXLEY SOEEEL,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

State op Noeth Caeolina, Executive Depaetment,
Raleigh, ¥. C, April 27, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.

:

SiE : I received a message from you by Judge Euffin in regard to

supplies for the army and desiring to know if I could not turn over to

the Confederacy the stores on hand belonging to the State. It afibrds

me great pleasure to assure you that the crisis in regard to provisions

in this State has passed over, and the conviction is now firm in all minds
that there is not only enough but to spare. The passage of the impress-

ment act and the near approach of a harvest, which promises to be
abundant, have brought to light many hoards that the fear of famine
kept out of the market. The call for aid to the army has met with a
liberal response from our generous people, and I trust all fears may be
dismissed. The quantity of provisions on hand was not large belong-
ing to North Carolina. They were purchased under authority of an act
of our Legislature to prevent suffering in the families of soldiers and
consequent disquiet and desertion inthe army. The demand has been
much less than I expected, and in a few weeks I shall be able to see
what can be dispensed with. I hope to be able to turn over some
250,000 pounds of bacon and some corn to the Confederacy, precisely
how much I cannot now say. The purchases of Government agents
can also be increased when the State and most of the private individ-
uals cease to be in the market.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Z. B. VANCE.

Tttesdat Night, April 28, 1863.

(Eeceived May 1, 1863.)
[Maj. William Noeeis :]

The enemy on the Peninsula have not been re-enforced by a man
since I last reported (April 22). There is only a camp guard at New-
port News ; three companies of the Third New York on garrison duty
at the fortress, and Eobertson's battalion (six companies) at Camp
Hamilton

; Keyes, with one brigade (and that a small one) and a few
cavalry, is at Yorktown and Fort Magruder. I have positive informa-
tion that rations are regularly drawn for 40,000 men at Suffolk. Beef-
cattle are butchered at Newport News and the meat sent direct to Suf-
folk. Dix has called for 10,000 more men. This information was thus
obtained : A friend of ours was at the fort and saw the post commis-
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sary of subsistence of Newport News, who informed biui that be sent
40,000 rations of beef. Great fear is manifested because of the rumored
coming of our gunboats. All Government material at Newport News
is ready to be moved at a moment's warning. The usual fleet is in the
river.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. H. CAUSEY,
Captain, G. S. Army.

HoOKERTON, N. C, April 28, 1803— p. m.
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:
General : Yours of G.15 p. m. is just received. I will be ready, but

I am very doubtful of their coming to Goldsborough if they say they
are coming

; though if this be a demonstration, and they have sent their
re-enforcements back from Washington, I know not where the real at-
tack can be. Unless General Longstreet has more hope of doing some-
thing at Suffolk than I have, I wish him back on the railroads. "l hope
the commissary will be ready for us at Kinstou when we come, for the
commissariat question is my great bother.

Yours, very truly,

J. J. PETTIGEEW,
Brigadier- General.

Executive Department, North Carolina,
Ealeiffh, April 28, 18C3.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War :

Sir: From the best information to be obtained it seems now pretty
certain that the enemy has abandoned further attempts upon Charles-
ton and will direct his attention principally to the invasion of North
Carolina during this season. I desire to say that coast of North Caro-
lina is very poorly defended indeed. The Roanoke, the Tar, and the
Neuse, embracing the richest corn-growing region of the State, upon
which the army of General Lee has been subsisting for months, have no
heavy artillery for their defense. The attack on Washington recently

failed through the defect of artillery and the very alarming inferiority

of the ammunition. I very much fear that region will not be planted,

so disheartening is the prospect of defense. One-fifth of the care taken
in rendering Charleston impregnable would be well bestowed in strength-

ening the defenses of Wilmington, which are now confessedly weak. It

is a i)oint equally important in a militaiy view in every respect, and
calls as loudly for the protection of the Government, and yet nearly all

the heavy guns of the Confederacy seem to have been sent to Charles-

ton, and other points are left to take the chances. An attack upon Wil-

mington by half of the number of iron-clads which assaulted Charleston

would be equivalent to the capture of the city. Can nothing be done to

strengthen that point?

From Eoanoke Island to the late siege of Washington the history of

the war has been a succession of calamities in North Carolina which none

but the ungenerous and untruthful can charge to a want of bravery and

patient endurance on the part of her people. I shall not pretend to say

that our defense is intentionally neglected, but that it is Very poorly

provided for is a fact too patent to deny, and that it can be better pro-
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Tided for I hope is true, from the fact, wliicli I am assured is true, that

every sea port in our possession is stronger than Wilmington. It is

discouraging to know this when we consider what North Carolina has
done for the cause in men and means. We certainly ought to fare no
worse than our sisters.

I am again called on by General Hill to call out the militia. Consider-

ing that our white male population is already taken to the age of forty;

that nearly twenty of our richest counties have been stripped of their

slaves ; that over 1,500 are yet at work on the fortifications, it seems a
])hysical impossibility to prevent a famine should all the balance of our
labor be abstracted from the farms in the middle of the planting season,

yet I could call them out with less reluctance, and put raw plowmen to

contend with iron clad ships of war with less regret, if I were honestly
convinced that everything possible to do had been done, and that such
a course was unavoidable. What the resources of the Ordnance De-
partment are of course I do not know. But may I hope that now that
tbc attack ujjon Charleston is over, the defenses of Wilmington and
navigable rivers of the State will receive the earnest attention of the
War Department, and the requisitions of the generals in command will

mefet with every possible fulfillment'? Permit me to assure you in the
candor which I usually employ in addressing you, that an earnest and
vigorous efibrt to defend these exposed points would work a most happy
efiect in the dissatisfied public mind of the people.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
Z. B. YANCE.

EiCHMOND, Ya., Ajyril 29, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Pcttrshurg, Va.:

General: The Secretary of War directs that you send here all the
available forces at your command in and around Petersburg with the
least delay practicable. In order not to interrupt railroad transporta-
tion this force will move by marching.

Yery respectfully, &c.,

S. OOOPEE,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

EiCHMOND, Ya., April 29, 18G3.
Maj. Gen. I). H. Hill,

Commanding, &c., Goldshorough, iV^. C. ;

General: Tlie following telegram has just been received from Gen-
eral Lee

:

Tlie euemy is crossing below Deep Run, about tbc same iil.'ice ns before. The fog
has becu so tbick during the niglit and morning that we can only see a few yards.
Taken witli tlie reports received from our left, it looks like a general advance; but
where Ins mam clloit will be made cannot say. Troops not wanted south of James
River had better be moved in this direction and all other necessary prep.arations
made.

R. E. LEK.

This renders it important that such forces as you deem judicious
should be concentrated at Eichmond, to be in supporting distance.
General Lee may telegraph you. In absence of instructions from him
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iiiiike such arrangements with above view as your judgment shall dic-
tate. A like dispatch has been sent to Lieutenant-General Longstreet.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

[Apeil 20, 1863.]
[General Longstreet :]

The following dispatch has just been received from General Lee

:

Fredericksburg, Va., April 29, 180;{.

Tlio ciioQiy is in large force on north liauk of Rappahannock, opposite the railroad,
at Hamilton's Crossing. He is crossing troops below the point at which he crossed in
December, and extends lower down the river. I have discovered nothing lower than
the mouth of Massaponax Creek. He is certainly crossing in large force here, arid it

looks as if he was in earnest. I hear of no other point at which he is crossing, except
lielow Kelly's Ford, where General Howard has crossed with his division, said to be
14,000, six pieces of artillery, and some cavalry. Stoueman will probably cross about
the WaiTenton Springs, and I fear will make for Gordonsville and may destroy our
roads. I have nothing to oppose to all that force np there except the two brigades
of cavalry under General Stuart. All available troops had better be sent forward as
rapidly as possible by rail and otherwise.

E. E. LEE.

s. coorBE,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

Richmond, Va., April 29, 1803.

General Longsteeet,
Franklin, Va., near Blachwater

:

I have sent dispatch to you by messenger more in detail. Be pre-

pared to move your command in accordance with that dispatch with the

least practicable delay.
S. COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector General.

Adjutant and Inspectoe Geneeal's Cffice,
Bichmond, Va., April 29, 18C3.

Lieutenant-General Longsteeet :

The following telegram just received since the one already communi-

cated to you

:

If any troops can bo sent by rail to Gordonsville under a good officer I recommend it.

I>on"street's division, if available, had better come to me, and the troops for Gordons-

villirand the protection of the railroad from Richmond and North Carolina if practi-

cable. General Howard, of the enemy's forces, making toward Gordonsville, has six

batteries with him. Please order the forwarding of supplies.

The Secretary, in view of the above, directs the return of your com-

mand, or at least such portions of it as can be spared without serious

risk • also any surplus force that can be spared' from General D. H.

Hill.' Ehett's command has been sent to Gordonsville. These move-

ments are required to be made with the utmost dispatch.

Respectfully, &c.,
^ ^^^^^^^

Adjutant and Inspector General,
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KiNSTON, N. C, April 29, 1863.

General G. T. Beauregakd, Charleston, S. G. :

General : I see it stated in the New York papers that Hunter had
but 7,000 nieu who could be spared to co-operate with Du Pont. How
true this is I do not know, but all the papers concur in the statement
the huid force was small. I have force enough here, if concentrated, to

fight Foster successfully, but the troops are necessarily scattered over
iiciir 100 miles. With the Neuse, Tar, Eoanoke, ahd Chowan running
nearly up to the railroad, it is an easy matter for the Yankees to make
raids into the richest agricultural portion of North Carolina and of the
South and carry oft' hundreds of negroes and destroy an incalculable

amount of ])roperty. It is impossible to protect the farmers' interests

of this fertile region without a division of force and consequent weak-
ness. 1 learn from General Whiting that Evans' brigade has gone back
to Charleston, and the object of this is to ask if you could send me
Clingmau's brigade. If tile attack should be renewed at Charleston I

could return it rapidly, as I would encamp it on the railroad at Magno-
lia Depot. General Longstreet has got all my cavalry worth a sou, and
a sudden cavalry raid on the railroad might be successful in destroying
the bridges and trestle-work below Magnolia.

With great respect,

D. H. HILL,
31ajor-General.

KiNSTON, N. C, Ai)ril 29, 1SC3.

General G. T. Beauregard, Charleston, S. C. :

General : I send you report of a trustworthy scout. I am satisfied

that Foster has applied for and is getting back the twenty regiments
furnished to Hunter. This will give him a force more than double of
mine, and troops, too, which have seen more service. The Yankees have
shown unusual boldness lately, and this with them always indicates the
jiresencc of a large force. Yesterday my outposts were pushed back to
within o miles of this place and they are near me in heavy force. I
cannot bring my three brigades to this point lest a sudden movement
be made from Washington on Greenville and Tarborough. I am very
desirous to get Clingmau's brigade at Wilmington, that Cooke might
be on the railroad. Clingmau's troops have been much demoralized, and
I leara can only be trusted behind earthworks. I have no idea that the
Yankees under Hunter will make a land advance. Foster, however, is

bold, but ambitious and fanatical. I have obtained a copy of a letter
from him to Dix last winter (December), in which he proposes to destroy
the railroad at Kinston and march upon Wilmington. The defeat of
Buruside arrested that pretty little plan. I hope that you can send me
Clingmau's brigade.

With great respect,

D. H. HILL,
Major-Oeneral,

[Inclosure.]

SWANSBOROUGH, N. C, April 27, 1863.
Maj. Jasies H. Hill:
Major : The highest estimate that any one in whom I can rely has

made of the number of troops sent up to New Berne is 5,000. Of the
number of vessels I have been unable to learn anything further than has
been already dispatched you, Through a scout of General Eausom's J
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learned that on Saturday at 3 i). m. Heckman's brigade passed down
the road through Shepherdsville, as the scout believed, to Beaufort, but
1 have learned from another source that their destination was more prob-
ably Carolina City. The enemy, I am informed, are fortifying at or near
that point on Newport River, extending to the Sound, a distance of 4
miles. For this purpose they have been pressing the negroes. This
movement of Heckman's brigade was sent to General Ransom last Sat-
urday night at 2 a. m. I would have sent it immediately to you, but
knowing that it would reach you almost as soon by that route as by this

I concluded to await news from mj' usual source, by which I would get
something more, or at least confirmatory. In this I was in part disap-
pointed. The conductor did not visit the road himself, but through him
from another man, who saw the cars pass, said that they were loaded
with troops from New Berne. With this dispatch you will find the Ex-
press of the 14th instant, a very interesting paper.

Please send me a half quire of paper and a pack of envelopes.
Very respectfully, vours, &c.,

E. J. SHARP.

Headquaetees, April 29, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding North Carolina Department

:

General : Your letter of the 26th is received. I am somewhat re-

lieved to find you are not threatened with anything immediate from the

enemy. They always move slowly, and must do so in North Carolina,

where they have no railroad for their transportation. I hope that all

the troops sent to South Carolina will soon be returned to you. I doubt,

though, if the enemy intends any decided move in North Carolina or

here. The enemy will try any dodge or trick, however, which gives any
promise of success. Re-enforcements have been sent here (to Suffolk)

but 1 am not satisfied as to the extent. I am of the opinion, however,

that I can hold my position against any attack from the front. We
shall be here at least two weeks longer hauling out snppbes. I expect

you to keep General Foster's forces off of me and I shall cousider my-

self quite safe. There are no other forces to accumulate against me.

We have recovered some twenty-odd siege-guns that were left near here

when we gave up this county last year, which I hope that we may be

able to send you as soon as we can get carriages for them. This is all

that I can promise you in artillery. I can get nothing iu Richmond, or

little at best. If you cannot keep General Foster's forces off of me you

must be prepared" to join us with part of your force iu case General

Foster should move in this direction from North Carolina. Have your

scouts out and keep yourself well advised of the enemy's movements.

We are in telegraphic communication with you now via Petersburg.

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Richmond, Va., April 30, 18G3.

General G. T. Beauregard, Charleston, 8. G. :

Send a full brigade immediately to North Carolina to report to Gen-

''^'^'''-
S. COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector General
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EiCHMOND, Va., April 30, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Kinston, F. C:
Send a brigade immediately to this place; Ransom's preferred, if no

loss of time is involved.
S. COOPER,

Acljutant and Inspector General.

EiCHMOND, Va., April 30, 1863.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, Suffolk, Va.

:

Move without delay with your command to this place to effect a junc-

tion with General Lee.
S. COOPEE,

Adjutant and Inspector General.

Suffolk, Va., April 30, 1863.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General

:

General: You can send General Wise's brigade to Gordonsville and

telegraph General D. H. Hill for a brigade and replace it, and General

Beauregard for Clingman's brigade for General Hill.

JAMES LONGSTEEBT,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquarters, April 30, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:

General : Your letter of the 27th is received. The battery on the

Chowan will hardly be needed, as the probabilities are that this com-

mand will soon be moved to the Eappahannock. If this is done one of

the brigades in jSTorth Carolina will be needed here to hold the line of

the Blackwater. But I presume that Generals Evans and Clingman
will return to yon before the brigade is called for. I very much doubt
the policy of holding all the points of your line or of attempting to do
so. Two points, with your forces so arranged as to meet an advance
against either, I should think your better arrangement. The greater the

number of points that the enemy holds the better, inasmuch as he in-

creases his line and diminishes the number of available troops. When
the enemy does advance I think that it would be well to let him get

well out from his base before giving him battle. Then, if you can get a
strong position behind him, you will force him to attack you and will be
almost certain to destroy him. I regret that you have ordered so much
of the cavalry here. I only wanted one regiment and called particu-

larly for Colonel Claiborne's, because I thought it was in such a condi-

tion as to be of little use to you, and could scout the counties south of

this and at tho same time help to consume forage that we might not be
able to haul oft'. I desire that you recall all the cavalry that you have
ordered except one regiment. If my troops are recalled to the Eappa-
hannock I expect to return with them ; but no move will be made for

several days yet.

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.
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Raleigh, N. C, April 30, 1863;
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,

Comdg. Dept. of North Carolina, Gold^borough, N. C. ;

General : I received to-day your letter of the 28th instant. You are
right in saying I would not like the command of the defenses of the
Roanoke, including Hamilton and Weldon. While this is true, I prefer
it to my present position and will gladly take it rather than remain here.

Please give the order at once. I beg, however, that you will not con-

sider this as giving up any chances I may have for some more important
position, and should another be offered you must not consider me change-
able if I take it. I hope you will give me the two regiments now in the
State not belonging to brigades—the Seventeenth and Forty-second.

The Fifty-fifth jSTorth Carolina, now near Suffolk, has never been regu-

larly brigaded. General Longstreet might be willing to send that back
to the State. Leventhorpe's regiment has been recently attached to

Pettigrew's brigade and Faison's Fifty-sixth more recently to Ransom's.
All of them have never been under my command. I do not now know
a position that would be agreeable to me, and can therefore make no
suggestions. I am, however, much obliged to you for the kind offer

to do what you can to accommodate me.
Very truly, yours,

J. G. MARTIN.

Headqtjaeters, April 30, 1863.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, t&c.

:

General: General Hood reports that the enemy is again attempting

a landing on this side the river near the old fort. The commanding
general desires you to have your troops in readiness to move to the point

threatened.
Very respectfully,

G. MOXLEY SORREL,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

flndoi'sement.l

Headquarters French's Division,
April 30, 1863.

In accordance with the within information. General Jenkins will hold

his brigade in readiness to move at a moment's warning.

By order of Brigadier-General French :

^ GRAHAM DAVES,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Please return this.

Headquarters,
. Near Svffollc, Va., April 30, 1863.

Miij. Geji. S. G. French, Commanding, (fee;

General: I am directed to ask that you will relieve to-night the

])ickets of General Anderson's brigade by a portion of Brig. Gen. J. K.

Davis' command.
, ,. ^ ;.

I am, general, very respectfully,
g;-

jbed^|,°^TAl,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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SrEciAL Oedees, ) Hdqes. Dept. of S. C, Ga., and Fla.,
No. 95. i Charleston, S. C, April 30, 1863,

VIII. Brigadier-General Clingmau is relieved from duty in this de-

partment and will report with his brigade to Brigadier-General Whiting,
at Wilmington, N. C. The commanding general parts with this fine bri-

gade with the hope that in losing it from his command the good of the
service will be subserved and an opportun-ity afforded for distinction and
substantial service against the enemy of the Confederate States.

By command of General Beauregard

:

JNO. M. OTEY,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

EiCHMOND, May 1, 1863.

General E. E. Lee, Fredericlcsburg, Va.

:

Orders were sent on Wednesday to General Longstreet to move for-

ward his command to re-enforce you. He replied he would do so imme-
diately, but expected to be a little delayed in gathering up his transpor-
tation train to prevent its falling into the hands of the enemy, then in

sight. General D. H. Hill, at Kinston, was also directed to send for-

ward a brigade (Eansom's), and from his reply it may be expected here
to-night, when it will be immediately pushed forward. You have already
been iulbrmed by the President of the 1,400 troops sent from here to
Gordonsville. I do not look for the arrival of Longstreet's command
here before to-morrow evening, on account of difiiculty in collecting his
train, which may be employed in collecting subsistence in the counties
in North Carolina (East).

S. COOPEE,
Adjutant and Inspector- General.

EiCHMOND, May 1, 1863.
General E. E. Ise'E, Frederickshurg

:

The following dispatch has just been received from General Hill:

KixsTOX, May 1, 1863.

Two strong regiments have left in train for Petersburg; remainder of Pettigrew's
brigade will start when trains can be gotten. Could not disabled soldiers take the
place of tbe negligent operators on the line ? Your telegram of yesterday reached me
9 a. m. today.

D. H. HILL.

S. COOPEE,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

EiCHMOND, Va., May 1, 1863.
Lieut. Gen. James Longsteeet,

Near Suffollc, Va.

:

Since my dispatch to you last night I have received your letter of 30th.
The order sent you was to secure all possible dispatch without incurring
loss of train or unnecessary hazard of troops.

S. COOPEE,
Adjutant and Inspector General,
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Mat 1, [1863.]
General Beaukegaed, Charleston :

Please send Clingman. Enemy have crossed Eappahannock. Fight-
ing commenced.

W. n. C. WHITING.

HeADQUAETEES DiSTElCT OF THE GAPE FeAE,
Wilmington, May 1, 1803.

Mr. J. H. Flannee, Present:

Sir: The affair of the steamer Lizzie is entirely in the hands of the
War Department and has been ever since her arrival in this port, at
which time I stated the circumstances of the steamer, the objections to
her being permitted to leave, which in my opinion are very s'troirg, and
the necessity, in both a military and naval point of view, which I con-
ceived to exist for her remaining in the river for Government service,
concluding with the statement that I should not permit her to leave
without the orders of the Department. To this letter I have received no
replj', nor to subsequent letters, nor to my telegraph sent previous to
your own application. To the latter I fully expected you would have
before this received an answer. I will, however, telegraph again to-day,
requesting an immediate reply.

I do not know that any distinction should bo made between a native
and a foreign owner when the latter may be either an enemy or belong-
ing to a nation which does not choose to recognize us and whose Gov-
ernment has prohibited the business in which she is engaged ; if any,
perhaps in favor of the native. I am sorry if the owners have suffered
in common with many others from some of the inconveniences of a state

of war. But with reference to this trade which this vessel and others
are engaged in, I must say that I have advised the Government to take
possession of them all. The telegram I have referred to is as follows

:

May 1, leoa.

Colonel GOUGAS, Richmond ;

What decision has the Department come to in case of steamer Lizzie, formerly Mar-
iner ? Answer as soon as possible.

I presume the Government would remunerate the owners for any
damages sustained by them as engaged in a legitimate trade, on account

of the action of the military authorities.

Very respectfully,
W. H. C. WHITING,

Major-6e7icral.

Chakleston, S. C, May 1, 1SG3.

Brig. Gen. W. H. G. Whiting,
Wilmington, N. G.

:

Clingman received orders yesterday to report to General Hill. Will

leave to-day and following. Iron-clads still as before reported.

G. T. BBAUREGAED.

Brigade Headquaetees,
Cliaffin's Farm, Va., May 1, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey, Commanding, &c.

:

General: I received your order respecting the burning of all the

wharves and landings on this side of James Eiver late last evening. At'
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9 a. m. this morning I proceeded to execute the order, and have destroj-ed

twowharves—Cox's and Aiken's. The destroying oflandings, as ordered
by General Longstreet, I do not understand. To-morrow the working
party will proceed to Deep Bottom, Curtis' Neck, Turkey Island, and
Ladd's, destroying a}l the wharves as low down as we can reach. Will
you please say by return courier how low down I must go? The order

embraces all the wharves on this side of James River. It will require

more force than I have under my command to execute it. Shall 1 pro-

ceed as far as I safely may to the mouth of the Chickahominy?
General, permit me to say this is a vain expenditure of labor,

enemy can land any 5 miles as well without as with the wharves,
this under a sense of duty.

.Very truly and respectfully, your obedient servant,

HEKRY A. WISE,
Brigadier- General.

The
I say

Abstract from Field Betum of Troops, Department of Biehmond, Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzeij

commanding, for May 1, 1863.
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EiCHMOND, Va., May 2, 1863.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet:

General: It will not be possible to furnish transportation from
Frantlin for any of your command. March to Ivor Depot, where the
railroad, with such limited transportation as can be commanded, will be
placed at your disposal. Gapt. E. B. Branch, assistant quartennaster
at Petersburg, has been telegraphed to inform you at Franklin of this
arrangement. Please inform Captain Branch, assistant quartermaster
at Petersburg, at the earliest moment you may want the cars.

S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

Suffolk, Va., May 2, 18C3.
General S. Cooper:

I cannot move unless the entire force is moved, and it would then
take several days to reach Fredericksburg. I will endeavor to move as
soon as possible.

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

[Copy telegraphed to General Lee same date.]

Headquarters, May 2, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, &c.

:

General: Tour note is received-. As many as six or eight couriers

have been sent Major Mitchell and Colonel Baker to use the utmost ex-

ertions to [move] everything across the Blackwater to-[uight], and I

hope that everything may be before night to morrow. But we [must]

be prepared to wait in case everything should not get over. I have no
particular objections to a fight should the enemy pursue us. General
Hood will take care of everything in his vicinity until all is over the

river.

Most respectfully,
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Ideutenant-General, Commanding.

Headquarters, May 2, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, &c.:

General: Your note is received. I am glad to hear that the Fifty-

fonrth New York was well punished. We will move back tomorrow

night. You ought to advise your signal line on the James Eiver to

what point it should retire to-morrow. You need not tell that wo are

going to move back, but only order them hack to some point that will

be safe for them.
With respect,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
lAevtmiant- General, Commandi'ng.
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Special OEDEiis, } Headquarters,
]S^o. —

.

i Suffolk, Va., May 2, 1803.

This command will move back to the rijjht bank of the Blackwater
immediately after dark to-morrow night: Major-General French's com-
mand by the South Quay road, Major-General Pickett's by the Sonier-
ton road, and Major-General Hood's by the Blackwater road, the last

crossing the Blackwater at Franklin. These commanders will make all

arrangements that may be necessary to facilitate the movement and
will be careful to give instructions to every portion of their cominands.
The rear guards will be composed of at least two good regiments and a
battery of artillery. General Armistead's brigade will be withdrawn
from the White Marsh road at sunset, leaving his line of pickets, which
will be withdrawn at dark and then move on to rejoin the brigade. The
picket lines in front of General Pickett's main position, General French's,
and General Hood's will be withdrawn atlJ o'clock at night as quietly
as possible, and will march rapidly until they rejoin their conmiands.
All batteries will be moved back at sunset to some point where their
movements cannot be heard after dark, and will there await the orders
of their division commanders. General French will halt his command
at the intersection of the Somerton and South Quay roads, and Gen-
eral Pickett will leave a brigade and battery near Holy Neck Glinrch to
guard any of our trains that may not be able to cross the river before
the troops reach there. Major-General Hood will move on and cross
the river with his entire command, when he will have the i)ontoou
bridge removed and the other bridges so nearly destroyed as only to
allow persons on foot to pass. A party of select axmeu will be left with
each rear guard with orders to fell such large trees in the streams and
swamps as may assist in delaying pursuit on the part of the enemy.
Should the enemy's cavalry attempt to annoy our rear, every effort will
be made to destroy it by ambuscade or otherwise, but too much time
must not be lost in endeavoring to do so. Discreet officers will be
selected to relieve and conduct the picket lines. Captain Barham's
cavalry will report to General French.at sunset to-morrow. General
Pickett will give orders to the cavalry now temporarily serving with
him, and General Hood to Captain Graham's cavalry. All vehicles not
absolutely necessary with the troops will be sent back as early to-
morrow as possible.
By command of Lieutenant-General Longstreet

:

G. MOXLEY SOEEEL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Orders, ) Division Headquarters,
No. 4. ^ iVmr Suffolk, Va., May 2, 1803.

I. This division will be in readiness to move toward Franklin to-mor-
row night, immediately after dark, on the South Quay road.

II. All teams and vehicles not absolutely necessary will be sent for-
ward to-morrow and will cross the Blackwater and go into camp about
3 miles from Franklin, all stopping near Colonel Baker's cavalry camp.

III. General J. E. Davis' brigade will move in advance (left in trout),
to be followed by General M. Jenkins' brigade.
IV

.
General Jenkins will detail two regiments of his brigade as a

rear guard, and with these regiments Capt. George Ward's battery of
artillery will march, forming a portion of the guard. A suitable num-
ber of ambulances will go with the rear guard. Should the enemy
pursue, especially with his cavalry, strenuous efforts will be made to
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destroy it, by ambuscade particularly, unless sncli ambuscades should
cause too much delay. "With the rear guard will bo l<;ft a select num-
ber of axmen, who will in the swamps, at the crossings of streams, and
other places fell large trees across the road to retard the pursuit of the
enemy. A part of these men might move in advance to partly fell the
trees before the rear guard passes. Captain Uarham's cavalry will also

form part of the rear guard.
V. The field batteries will be harnessed up and move to the rear about

a mile from these headquarters at sunset to-morrow, and their i)osition

in line of march will be in advance of the infantry, and General Davis
will, with his infantry, aid them in crossing any bad places in the road,

so that no delay will be caused.
VI. The pickets in front will be withdrawn at 11 o'clock to-morrow

night in the most quiet and secret manner possible, and will then march
rapidly to join their respective regiments. The withdrawal of these

pickets will be entrusted to careful and prudent ofiicers, selected ior the

purpose, and the general commanding wishes General Jenkins to give

them careful instructions in this respect. Teamsters are forbiddeu to

crack their whips or shout at their animals.

TIL This command will halt at the junction of the South Quay and
Somerton roads until any wagons that may be- out foraging shall have

returned.
By order 6f Maj. Gen. S. G. French

:

GRAHAM DAVES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Riclimond, Va., May 3, 1SG3.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet,. J«or Depot, Ta.:

We have information that two detachments certainly, perhaps three,

of enemy's cavalry, with some light artillery, are converging on Eich-

mond. Their distance at present is not more than VJ, or 14 miles from

the city. Hurry as fast as possible re-enforcements.
•^ '^

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Headquarters, May 3, 1803.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding:

General: I shall start in about noon to try and look at the ground

on this side before night. Major Mitchell hopes to get the wagons over

to-night If he succeeds in this. General Pickett is ordered to move on

over with his command and send Colonel Daker to report to you. \ on

will remain on this side until we see if the enemy means any pursuit.

Generals Pickett and Hood are ordered to act with you in caseot eraer-

eencv in my absence. This was not necessary really, but I thought best

to eive the order that there should be no misunderstanding I shal

leale three fresh couriers at Holland's Shop. Anything important send

there and it will be taken over by a fresh man—that is, up to sunset;

after that they will go on and join me. My headquarters alter night

wm be at the house where General Jenkins was belore we crossed ovei.

I am sorry to find this side of the sheet so badly soiled.

Most respectfully,
^^^^^ lONGSTREET,

Ideutenant-General, Commanding.
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Headquarters, May 3, 1SC3.

Maj. Gen. French, Commanding^ &c.:

General : General Hood reports a regiment of the enemy landed at

the old fort. He may give us battle to-day; bnt unless his movements
are decided we must not be detained in ours.

Most respectfully,

JAMES LGNGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquarters, May 3, 1863.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, &e. ;

General : General Hood reports the enemy displaying force in front

of General Law. Have your two brigades and your artillery ready to

support on the left, or to re-enforce either your own pickets or those of

General Hood. Let General Hood's picket line know that you are to

support them in case an attack is made, so that they may know where to

Buud for support.

Very respectfully,

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquarters, May 3, 1863—3 p. m.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding, &g.:

General : Your note is received and General Pickett is ordered to

draw his troops to the left, leaving a regiment and battery only on the
White Marsh road. As General Pickett moves on toward the position

you have, you can move on to the left; only a little, however, so as to

be able to support Hood should the battle become hot.

Most respectfully,

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Davis' brigade can be moved a mile or so to the left at once.

Headquarters, May 3, 1863.

Major-General French, Commanding, &c.

:

General : Your note is received. The force at Chuckatuck cannot
be more than a few hundred men from vessels. It is impossible that
more could be put over in transports as yet. Possibly the enemy may
put cavalry over to annoy us to-night. If the left is seriously threat-
ened move in that direction, but not until it is certain that General
Hood is severely pressed. I think his force fully able to sustain itself.

Advise General Pickett if the matter becomes serious and lie will move
two brigades to where you are.

Most respectfully,

JAMES LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding,

I shall not start back until things become more settled.



Chap.xxs.I correspondence, etc.—CONFEDERATE. 1041

Headquarters Pettigrew's Brigade,
April [May] 3, 1803.

Maj. T. O. Chestney, Assistant Adjutant-General

:

*u^^f°^" ^^°^ ^^^^* General Elzey tells me it is verv probable that
tbe Jileventh Eegiment North Carolina troops, nowhere, and the Fifty-
second and Forty-fonrth, expected, will be sent up to me at Hanover
Junction to-night. Please order wagons to carry their ammunition tothem (railroad depot), and let your quartermaster point out to them
where their baggage can be stored, for they have no wagons

Tours,

J. J. PETTIGEEW,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters.
Sear Svffolk, Va.,May 3, 1863.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding Division :

General: The commanding general desires you to be extremely
careful in the selection of officers to relieve and conduct your picket
lines to-night. Let only those be chosen who are thoroughly acquainted
with the roads they are to take. Generals Hood and Pickett are in-
structed to communicate freely with each other and to you such matters
of note as may occur. Will you also keep them advised of anything
that may come under your observation 1

I am, general, very respectfully,

G. MOXLEY SOEREL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, N. C, May 3, 18G3.

Major-General Hill, Commanding, &c., Kinston, N. C. ;

I send you a letter* from Shays, containing some interesting reports,
which, though he does not vouch for them, may have something in them.
He writes from Swansborough, which you know is at the mouth of White
Oak. No doubt the enemy is fortif^ving at Carolina City to protect the
terminus of the railroad in case of retreat and against raids. He may
have a design also of putting some works on White Oak, being perhaps
alarmed by the activity of our troops lately and fearing a descent upon
their commuuications. Any advance toward Swansborough would be
doubtless with that view or to harry the country. In that case cavalry
would move toward Smith's Mill to prevent the force from being cut ott'.

I am sorry yon insist upon Cooke's brigade going to Magnolia. The
importance of this place and the very limited number of troops at my
command indicate that those few should be the best possible, not the
worst. It must be said in addition that when threatened, no matter from
what quarter, I am expected to hold the enemy in check until assistance
can be sent me. To do this I must not sit down behind breastworks,
but must maneuver. It was to get reliable troops that I consented to

exchange Evans for Cooke. However, I will go to work on Clingman's
brigade and get it into shape. If it were not for some of the officers I

dare say there would be but little differen(!e. Two Brooke rifles belong-

ing to the Ealeigh are on their way for me. Please give orders to hurry

* Not found.

66 B E—VOL XVIII



1042 ifORTH caroLtM ANt) s. E. Virginia. (OnAt. xxx.

them along as fast as possible with their ammunition. Clingman's regi-
ments are beginning to arrive. Some of Cooke's will, I dare say, be able
to go this evening.

Verv respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major-General.

Division Headquarters, May 3, 1863.

[Maj. Gen. S. G. French :]

General : All I desire you to do is to support two regiments, which
1 have on picket, until to-night.

Eespectfully, general, your obedient servant,

J. B. HOOD,
3Iajor- General.

P. S.—They have formed in a heavy line in Law's front, and have set
the woods on fire to try and smoke out his skirmishers. They have also
formed in front of my two regiments near you. Please be ready to sup-
port them.

Franklin, May 4, 1863.
Hod. James A. Seddon,

Secretary of War:
I am left here with two brigades, or 4,000 men, to defend a line of 40

miles in length, from Fort Powhatan to South Quay, with 25,000 of the
enemy in front.

I protest against being left with an inadequate force. I must have
at least three brigades.

S. G. FEENCH,
Major- General.

Franklin, May 4, 1863.
Hon. James A. Seddon,

Secretary of War :

1 can send troops from here now if cars can be sent for them.
JAMES LONGSTREET,

Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Ivor, Va., May 4, 1803.
Hon. James A. Seddon.

Secretary of War :

We had a sharp skirmish yesterday. If the enemy does not molest
us again, General Hood's division will be at Ivor early to-morrow.

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General.

Franklin, May 4, 18G3.
Hon. James A. Seddon,

Secretary of War :

Hood's division will be at Ivor at 8 o'clock to-morrow morning.
JAMES LONGSTEEET, •

Lieutenant- General.
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Feanklin, May 4, 1863.

Lieuteuant-Geueral Longsteeet, liichmond:

I must insist on Laving three brigades left here, on a line 40 miles
in length, from Fort Powhatan to South Quay. I have telegraphed the
Secretary of War.

S. G. FEENCH.

Headquaktees,
South Quay, N. C, May 4, 1863—2 p. m.

General Jenkins :

General Jenkins will take charge of crossing the division to the right
bank of the Blackwater and the removal of the pontoon train.

S. G. FKENCH,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquaktees,
South Quay, K C, May 4, [1803J—2 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Longsteeet :

Geneeal : My whole force is on the other side. I cannot well with-

draw it and leave down the pontoon bridge, and there are none of Lieu-

tenant-Colonel Pool's poutoueers here. Please send them at once. I

can make a good delense on the other side. Will the pontoneers be
here soon "? 1 will call and see you as soon as I cross.

Yours, trulv,

S. G. FEENCH,
Major-General, Commanding.

Where are the teams for the pontoon wagons ? I can take the bridge

up- with my men to-night.

Hea dqiiaetee
South Quay, X. C, May 4, 1863.

Maj. G. TlIOXLBY SOEEEL,
Aasistant Adjutant- General :

SiE : In regard to your note of this morning, I reply that I did comply

witli the general's orders, and I think did even more than comply. On
the 3d instant the general wrote me, "You will remain on this side

until we sec if the enemy means any pursuit." And it was arranged that

instead of stopping in position at the intersection of the roads 1 was to

form line of battle nearer the river than at the intersection of the roads,

on better ground. When I found General Piciiett not at the intersec-

tion I guarded the road on which I fell back with two regiments and a

battery until he passed. My orders were to defend the passage until

we found if tlie enemy pursued, and in compliance with this order I kept

all my command on the other side. Besides, the contingency of my re-

maining at the intersection was to do so if Mitchell's wagons had not

])assed.'^ (xeneral Longstreet gave his assent to me and General Jen-

kins that we should take a position nearer the river than that mentioned
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iu tbe order of retreat. The iuterisection of the roads is marked but 1

mile from the river on the sign-board. I presume the general will re-

member agreeing with us that we should hold the position which Gen-
eral Jenkins named just before he was ready to leave on the 3d instant.

Yours, respectfully.

S. G. FEBNCH,
Major- General.

I might add that when I reached the intersection of the roads General
Pickett's wagons had passed and his artillery was passing, and before

the head of his columns made their appearance my command moved
to position and there remained until they were ordered to cross on this

side—iu fact are crossing now.

Headquarters,
Near Franliin, Va., May 4, 1863.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Commanding Division :

General : Colonel Ferebee's regiment of cavalry has been ordered to

Ivor to await orders there from you. The commaudiug general desires

you to relieve the four companies of the Fifty-ninth Georgia Eegiment
iu time for them to rejoin their regiment as it ])assea, which will be to-

morrow. He also wishes you to relieve General Benning's brigade at
once, and to establish your guards on the Blackwater by to-night.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOXLEY SOREEL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

May 4, 18G3—5 p. m.
Major-General Elzet:

General: Amid the thousand contradictorj^ statements of respect-
able citizens, cavalry, scouts, &c., the following seems to be the condition
of things: Ou my arrival here yesterday at sunset I learned that the
enemy were at Ashland and had captured a train. I think this was only
one regiment (Twelfth Illinois), from which we have captured several
stragglers. It thence proceeded to Hanover Court-House, burnt prop-
erty, &c. ; thence a portion went otf inquiring the road to the White
House; the rest came back by the Soutli Anna Bridge at night and
passed up the country. The best intelligence (which I believe) is that
there are none now at Fredericksburg, but they have gone in large force
soutli. Some are still on the Fredericksburg Eailroad below Ashland.
The i)risouers say they started with eight days' rations, now nearly ex-
hausted. Cannot the force in Eichmond, here at Gordonsville, and
under Hampton co-operate to catch them 1

The news from General Lee's army continues very favorable. Pas-
sengers say that the bridges behind the enemy at Chancellorsville are
sunk, and we hope to capture that i)ortion; that they have Marye's
Hill, but we will retake it to-day. Firing suddenly ceased at 12 m.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

J. J. PETTIGEEW,
Brigadier- General.
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War Department, C. S. 4..,

Richmond, Va., May J, 18(i3.
Governor Vance, Raleigh, N. V.

:

General Hill and yourself can either better appa-eciate the position of
things in North Carolina and the propriety of calling out the militia.
In my judgment it would require strict necessity to induce the call of
the militia at this season. I do not advise it.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, N. C, May 4, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Kinston, JV. C:
Yours of 3d received. I wrote you yesterday, I think. Cooke and

most of his force will be at Magnolia this evening; balance follow in
next thirty-six hours. I presume your aide in speaking of my scouts
alluded to my cavalry. I place no reliance upoii them whatever. Have
but two scouts (Fairly and Shays), and they by no means depend on
rumors or talk. As for cavalry 1 saw too much of them in Virginia and
here too. I have just received dispatch from Fredericksburg. Enemy
badly whipped with heavy loss; retreating over the Kappahannock.
Jackson severely wounded; Heth and A. P. Hill slightly; Paxton killed.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major-General.

Special Orders, \
Headquarters,

No. —

.

\ Near Franldin, Va., May 4, 1803.

I. INIajor-General Frencli will proceed at once to arrange his troops-

for the (lefeuse of the line of the Blackwater.

II. The divisions of MajorGenerals Pickett and Hood will proceed

as rapidly as possible via Ivor to the city of liichmond, where further

iustructious will meet them.
III. The battalions of artillery under Majors Bearing and Henry will

march by dirt road to Petersburg, where orders will meet them.

Bv command of Lieu tenant-General Longstreet:
G. MOXLEY SOEEEL,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Petersburg, May 5, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon:
Your telegram of to-day is received. I leave at 7 o'clock this even-

in c' for Eichmond.
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant- General.

GoRDONSViLLE, May 5, 1863.

lion. James A. Seddon :

A conrier arrived fi-om Baltimore, sent by Mr. Edmund Law Eogers,

relative of mine, brings information that on Wednesday evening Fos-
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tor's and . Hunter's troops were on board transports bound for Cliesa-

peake Bay. They are either to co-operate with General Hooker on the
Rappahannock or land at White House in case our army is forced back
from Fredericksburg. But small force left in N^orth Carolina. Please
do not publish the name of Mr. Eogers. Please acknowledge receipt

by telegraph.
W; H. F. LEE,

Brigadier- General.

Peteesbueg, Va., May 5, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French, FranlcUn .-

The enemy's cavalry is reported to be in large force north and west
of Eichmond. Endeavor to have all roads blockaded by felled timber
to prevent the escape of the enemy's cavalry to any other force of his

south of James lliver. Trees felled across the roads in [all crossings of]

streams would be most likely to effect this. Is General Pickett's divis-

ion on the march for this place? He should march by the Jerusalem
pike and keep with him Bearing's and Henry's battalions of artillery

and get here as soon as it is possible. Send him this advice if he has
not already received it. Have roads by which the enemy may approacTi
you blocked, except such as you must use yourself, and have those well
guarded.

JAMES LOJSTGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Petersburg, Va., May 5, 1803.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Goldsborough :

The enemy's cavalry is reported north and west of Richmond. It is

supposed to be a very large force. Try and have notice given to the
citizens in all directions of this, and get them to go to work and block
every road by which the enemy may try to effect a junction with his
other forces in H"orth Carolina. Fell trees in all crossings of streams,
particularly.

JAMES LONGSTEEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

Headquarters,
Kinston, N. C, May 5, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. 11. Hill,
Commanding at Goldsborough

:

General : I will move to-morrow to carry out the verbal instructions
you gave me before leaving. I propose to leave the Second Battalion
on this side, near the obstructions; to lea^-e Colonel Martin on the "Wil-
mington road to carry on the work there, as I think it should be com-
]»leted,nnd to leave a regiment at "Wise's Fork, and to send one regiment
ow the Neuse road to Moseley Creek, and with the remainder of my own
and Ransom's brigade to move to Core Creek. The distance is too' great
for a day's march; I.will therefore encamp to-morrow night some 12 or
15 miles from here.
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I inclose dispatches* received relating to the movement of the enemy
about Pollocksville and on the road to Shepherdsville. 1 am afraid
Captain Wharton has been captured.
Your dispatch from the Secretary of War lias been received.
I have no information from Isew Berne since you left.

Very respectfully,

JUNIUS DANIEL,
Brigadier- General.

Headquaeters,
Bichmond, Va., Man G, 1803.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:

General : Your letter of the 5th was received but a few moments
ago.
We have reports from scouts and persons from Maryland that Hun-

ter's and Foster's armies are to come to Virginia.
The repulse of Hooker's force does not yet appear to be entirely de-

cided. He has been driven back at all points, but bolds still a position
on' this side the Rappahannock, near the United States Ford.
Your views regarding our policy I think sound, particularly as I urged

the same course as yourself, and it must have been at the same time.
Burnside's failure on account of mud was quite evidence enough to me
that we had abundance of time to operate wherever we cliose.

I shall endeavor to have forces sent you from South Carolina, and
shall in all probability call for your forces as the enemy moves north.
Watch his movements carefully and keep us advised.
The enemy's cavalry is still at Columbia, Va., and may try to effect

his escape by uniting with Foster. Have all routes that he would most
likely take blocked well (for as great a distance as time will admit of)

with felled trees. This the citizens must do, as their ouly means of sav-

ing their horses and slaves. They can delay the enemy until we maj'
have time to overtake him and destroy him. T am trying to get a
mount for Hood's division to send in pursuit. 1 wish tliat you would
impress every horse that you may be able to tind not in necessary use

on farms. This is no time to have horses for pleasure ; all such must
be put into service. If you do not need them send them here.

I remain, general, yours, most respectfully,

JAMES LONGSTKEET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

War Department, C. S. A.,.

Richmond, May G, 1SG3.

General D. H. Hill, Goldsborough, N. G.

:

General Lee urges you should send him Ransom's division. Do so

if you can with any safety. Hooker remains on the south side of the

Rappahannock in a strong position at the Mine Ford. General Long-

street arrived here last night. His forces are yet in rctersburg.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

' Not found.
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GOLDS330ROUGH, N. C, May 6, 1863.

Hou. Jajvies a. Seddon,
Secretary of War, C. S. A. :

The troops reported on the transports could scarcely have come from

Kortli Carolina. If my scouts and spits cau be relied upon, Foster has

a Inrge force in this State, some forty-five regiments. One or two of

these were expected to leave about the 1st May, term of service having

cx]iired. These may be the troops seen on the transports.

1 have written several times in regard to the utter worthlessness of

the cavalry—Partisan Eangers—in this State. Yesterday a company
was surprised and captured. They will neither fight nor watch.

I earnestly repeat my request to have authority to dismount and con-

script all who are surprised and who run. Unless you clothe me with

this authority I cau do nothing with them, and would prefer to have

them sent out of the State.

In the whole brigade of cavalry there has been but 1 man killed in

the war. I propose to have a magnificent monument erected to his

memory.
With great respect,

D. H. HILL,
Major-General.

Headquaeteks,
Wilmi7igton, N. C, May 0, 1863.

Maj. Gen. [D. H.] Hill,
Commanding, Goldshorougli, N'. C. :

General : I am sorry to hear of the loss of a cavalry company at

White Oak. 1 think our cavalry is the poorest in the world. I only
depend on Major [George] Jackson, Fairly, and Shays, who are worth a
whole regiment. I have not yet received a report of thisafl'air; will

probably hear to-night. One regiment of Clingman's is at the advanced
lines; one of Cooke's ought to be near Bannerman's, where are works.
You will see it on the map. The remainder of Clingman's are on the
road, on hand for need. I do not think Foster is in a hurry to advance.
He has certainly got some troops from South Carolina, but not yet, I

think, all ; Jackson is of opinion about 5,000. If he tries the Sound
road be ought to be a lost Foster ; but I should have another brigade
to insure holding him at bay long enough to destroy him. The news
is very good from Lee ; he has certainly given Hooker a terrible thrash-
ing. That last battle, driving Sedgwick over the Rappahannock and
reoccupying Fredericksburg, is masterly. But what is Stuart doing,
allowing that band of scamps to harry the country! Mot one should
escape. I am much concerned about Jackson.

I sentl you a return of field and siege guns. Your chief of ordnance
ordered field and heavy armament of this command which he is not
entitled to. I wrote you about it.

Verv respectfully,

W. H, C. WHITING,
Ifajor- General.
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[Inclosure.]

Ordnance Office, Wilmington, X. C, May 6, 1863.

CovsoJidated Report of siege gnns and field artillery in the District of the Cape Fear.
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Headquarter s,

Bichmond, May 7, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding, &c., Goldsborougli

:

General : We have reports from different sources that the plans of

the enemy are to concentrate Hunter's and Foster's armies for a general

attack upon Eichmond. Make all needful arrangements to prevent

such a contingency.
Your force will, of course, be obliged to come up here; so with the

chief force at Charleston. If you find such movements in progress you
will so shape your own to meet them without awaiting further orders

from these headquarters.
I remain, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

JAMES LO]:^GSTEEET,
Lieutenant- Genera I.

Headquarters,
Bichmond, Va., May 7, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War :

Sir : His Excellency the President expressed the desire last night

that 1 should join General Lee at Fredericksburg at once.

I regard the opening and securing the communication of General
Lee's army with this city of the tirst importance, and fear that this may
not be accomplished if I leave it unfinished. There are some indications,

too, that the enemy may bring one or two other columns against this

city, with the hope of getting possession by a sudden dash. I think it

more important that these things should be considered and that we
should have our forces so in hand as to meet any such contingency. I

propose, therefore, to remain here until 1 can so arrange and dispose of

my forces as to free General Lee's army of the force which now threatens
his c5mmunications.

I remain, sir, v/ith great respect, your most obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTEEET,

Lieutenant-General.

GoLDSBOROUGH, N. C, May 7, [1863]—10 a. m.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, C. S. A.

:

1 uclosed are the last reports* from scouts. Foster has sent out ofNew
Berne and Washington the citizens who have hitherto furnished infor-

mation. I tliiuk that these papers clearly establish that the Charleston
expedition is abandoned, and that the few troops leaving New Berne
arc more than replaced by others. I have believed ever since the fail-

)ire at Charleston that Foster would demand and get back the twenty
regiments furnished to Hunter.
General Daniel has gone down with two brigades (his own and Ean-

som's) to feel the enemy about Core Creek. If they fall back without
show of tight it is clear that Foster is not strong there and that he is

massed upon the railroad between New Berne and Morehead, fearing
that the Confederates will cut it. Unfortunately this is a difQcult task.
There are but three approaches to it through the swamps and these are
fortified. I have but three brigades outside of Wilmington (Daniel,

" Not found.
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Kausom, aud COoke) ; two are at Kinston, and the third has one regi-

ment at Weldon and three below, at Magnolia Depot, 50 miles above
"Wilmington. If you think that one more should be sent, I will send
Cooke.

I feel confident that Eansom and Daniel can whip Foster. But with
Foster's superiority of numbers and great water facilities he can cut the
railroad and make most destructive raids on the Eoanoke, Chowan, and
Tar, and it will be impossible to prevent them.
There is nominally a large force in the State, but there is a heavy gar-

rison in Wilmington, and the four regiments of cavalry are not worth
four companies of inferior infantry. In. fact, did we not need a large

number of couriers over this 300 miles of coast, I would prefer them to

be ordered oft'.

I have laid the facts before you in regard to the Confederate strength
and that of the Yankees as far as can be ascertained, and must leave it

to your discretion whether to order off' more forces or not.

]\Iost respectfully,

D. H. HILL,
Major- General.

Headqtjautees,
Tarborough, N. C, May 7, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Comdg. Bept. of North Carolina, Goldshorough, If. C:

General : Upon my arrival here last night I found that Colonel

Evans had gone toward Greenville instead of Rocky Mount, as we sup-

posed. I immediately recalled him.

Claiborne's regiment has, strange to say, not yet arrived. As soon

as possible I shall relieve the companies of the Sixty-third (Evans)

below Kinston, and also the couriers between Goldshorough and Green-

ville and between Snow Hill and Kinston, as all the men belong to Fere-

bee's command. .„-,,.,>
Please inform me by Captain Worthington (who will deliver this)

how many men those lines will require under existing circumstances.

There are a great many more at present than are needed on that duty

since the withdrawal of the troops from Hookerton and Greenville.

While on the railroad I should very much like to send the dismounted

men of Claiborne's regiment to procure horses, and if this request meets

your approbation instruct Captain Worthington to telegraph me at

once before the men leave here. You can readily perceive, general, the

necessity for the step proposed, which I hope you will approve. Colonel

Claiborne is absent from his regiment, I understand. Was the authority

"ranted from your headquarters ?

Very respectfully, your obedient servan^,
^^^^^^^^^^

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Where had Claiborne's regiment better encamp? About Greenville

forage is scarce and Griffin is there.

Headquarters, May 8, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of ^Var

:

Sir • I have the honor to return herewith a letter and dispatch from

General Lee. AU of our reports represent the enemy's mam cavalry
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force returning to the Rappahannock by the same or nearly the same

route as that he came. I fear that no efl'ort has been made by onr forces

or citizens to obstruct his routes.

I aui, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTRBET,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

I received a dispatch from General R. E. Lee asking the arrange-

ments that I have ordered in reference to his communication with this

city.

Headqtjaetebs Depaetment of Richmond,
May 8, 1863.

General J. J. Pettigeew:
General Hood's division is en route for Hanover Junction. General

Lee desires the wagon road from there to Fredericksburg repaired. If

you move ahead of Hood, see to it; if not, he will attend to it. I send

by first train to the Junction 100 shovels, 50 picks, and 25 axes to care

of your quartermaster.
Respectfully,

ARNOLD ELZEY,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters District op the Cape Fear,
Wilmington, May 8, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding, &c, Goldsborough

:

General : Tours of 2 i). m. yesterday received. I am sorry Cooke
has to go. Beauregard is sending off two strong brigades to Pember-
ton, and the coast will be very greatly weakened. We are all, from
Savannah to Weldon, mutually dependent on each other. I do not
think Ransom should be removed, unless at the last emergency. But
1 do not know the exact position of affairs in Virginia. The enemy
seems to have received a terrible thrashing. But his numbers, accord-

ing to their own account 158,OUO, may give us great trouble yet, unless

tliey are too demoralized to fight well. I suppose Lee has 60,000 at

least. It will be a difiicult matter to defend Wilmington and the rail-

road with three brigades. Longstreet will have to help. I will send
you a statement of heavy ordnance. The enemy would not cross at
Snead's Ferry ; the river is too wide, over 1,000 yards, and with any
wind or flats are not practicable. We have a picket there, as
also at Swansborough, in advance.

I cannot very well spare Major Cameron. Should he be absolutely
necessarj' to you I should have to supply his place.

Very truly, vours,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major-General.

GoLDSBOROUftH, N. C, May 9, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, G. S. A. :

Your letter and order in regard to deserters has been received.* De-
sertion is alarmingly on the increase in my own command.

• Not foond.
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There is a powerful faction in the State poisoning public sentiment
and looking to a reconstruction. The soldiers are induced by these
traitors to believe that this is an unjust war on the part of the South
and that their State soldiers and citizens harebeen slighted and wronged
by the Confederate States Government.

Unless the Government will boldly take this matter in hand and
arrest the editors and speakers who are daily uttering treason, the crime
of desertion will go on, and I fear that there will be thousands in armed
resistance to the Government. The teaching of one paper in this State
is treasonable in the highest degree, and the editor certainly is a tory
at heart and almost openly.

EespectfuUv,

D. H. HILL,
Major- Oeneral.

[Indorsement.]

Mat 10, 18G3.
Seceetakt of War:

It might be well to correspond with the Governor of Korth Carolina
in relation to the subject matter of the within.

,

J. D.

GoLDSBOEOUGH, N. C, May 10, 1863.
Hon. James A. Seddon,

Secretary of War, C. S. A.

:

Inclosed you will find a letter from Major Whitford, commanding bat-

talion guerrillas. His spelling is rather original, but he is a good, brave,
and truthful man. The other letter is from Mr. Marshall, until recently
our only reliable source ofinformation in New Berne. Foster has expelled

him, however, and my information is very vague. We have an employe
in Foster's military family who is as true to the South as President
Davis. But unfortunately all the communications from this person

came through Mr. Marshall, and I have now no agent working in town.
With Foster's control of the waters and railroad from Morehead City

to New Berne, he has been able to deceive my scouts by movements of

troops backward and forward. Our troops have been incessantly harass-

ing them day and night for two months, and the soldiers whose enlist-

ment will expire soon are in a very pleasant state of mind to stay. The
"Yankees hold the whole county of Carteret, but except to make raids

confine themselves to Plymouth, Washington, and New Berne. They
do pot venture out more than a mile from the first, 3 miles from the sec-

ond, and 8 from the third, except in the direction of Morehead City.

There are but three approaches to the railroad from New Berne to

Carolina City, and these are strongly fortified. The Yankees have been

engaged for three weeks in fortifying line from Newport EivertoBogue
Sound. This looks like an evacuation of New Berne in case of a strong

pressure. Ought not that squeeze to be given ?

1 would not ask for more infantry, but would like to have good rifle

guns, not of Bichmond make.
Since Foster's disgraceful whipping at Blount Creek by General Pet-

tigrew he has shown no disposition to give a field fight, though the most
insinuating methods were used by General Daniel to coax him on.

With great respect,
D. H. HILL,

Major-Oeneral.
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[Inclosurea.]

Swift Creek, 2Iay 9, 18G3.

Gen'l : To-day when your courrier came with your dispatch to me
I was oft' trying to get information from the enemy. My scouts on Tar
Eiver report seven or eight steamers went down Tar Eiver on the nights
of the 7th and 8th instant. Those steamers are not at New Berne, or

was not yestiday evening ; they had not passed up Nuse Eiver. The
Yankees at Mrs. Grice's place, this side Washington, told the citerzens

at Cross-Eoads yestiday that Yankee General Palmer's brigade and
Yankee General Naglee's brigade has gone to re-enforce Hooker.
They said Spinola was yet in Washington with his brigade. The
movements about JSfew Berne is now on the railrode. 1 can't get apy
person in their lines under no pretence; they turn all back from this side

Nuse Eiver. My two men that was crossing Nuse to and from is

both sick. I understand persons from south side Nuse Eiver can go
in town and return. I don't know whether they can or not. If some
citerzens that could be reliad upon, that lives below Pollocksville, in

Jones County, [would go,] that is the best way now, as they will not
allow any i)erson from tLe north side to go in town. If they would I

would soon know what Foster is up to. I don't know the people on tbc
other side Nuse, or I would go in Jones County and get up a line of com-
munication soon. I think Major Nethercutt could get some person to
go in, as he knows every man in Jones County. I have scouts in every
direction below here to find out there movements all I can. I think a
demmonstration in front of New Berne would stop Foster from sending
off his troops to Hooker. I am glad to hear of Hooker's defeat. I will

get that to the Yankees soon. They know in Washington and New
Berne that Hooker is whiped.

Yours, very respecufully, and obediant servant,

JOHN N. WHITFOED,
Major, Gomdg. Outpost, Sicift Greek.

Swift Creek, May 8, 18C3.
[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:]

Dear General: Eumor informs us at this place that thirty families
have been sent up on the railroad from New Berne in the direction of
Kinston three days ago; other rumors say that the Yankees have not
decided whether to send them to Street's Ferry or to Core Creek. I am
now waiting to hear from my letter to Foster; and should they send
them out, and I down here, do me the favor to have my wife informed
that I have engaged quarters for her and our efi'ects with Mrs. Virginia
Dudley, in Kinston. I should also take it as a great favor to be in-

formed by the first courier if my family should be sent in that direction.
Several persons have tried to get to New Berne from this place, and

all have failed except one lady that crossed the river and went down on
the railroad. She came up Wednesday, and says they were all packed
up to start, but were afraid (the Yankees) that the train or boat would
be captured by our forces, as there was no flag of truce, &c.

I know of no better way than to stay here until they move in the
matter, as there is no telling what they will do. They have paroled a
prisoner and sent him out, who states that they are sending great quan-
tities of negroes away on transports. Others that have left New Berne
and gone to Bay Eiver tell the same ta,le, and all agree, too, as to their
fortifying Morehead City. They let no person go to town from the north
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side of the river; I thiuk it iucliciites some mysterious move on their
part. They have been practicing, too, with very heavy guns, something
that has not been done by them for six montiis before. From their
great secrecy about everything, and pretendiug to be on the eve of send-
ing out the citizens and failing each day to do it, looks to me like an
evacuation of the place. I think it is all done to keep up appearances,
and could I be certain as to the fortifying of Morehead City I should
feel confident.

There has been an order issued by Foster to the effect tliat no more
goods be brought to New Berne by their merchants; that is so. I am
certain that the taking and holding it has not done much in the way of
restoring the Union, and has been rather a failure than anything else;

and as they have stolen all that is in their reach I think they have con-
cluded to leave New Berne and make arrangements to hold Fort Macon
and Hatteras and perhaps Eoanoke Island.

I think 1 shall be able soon to open a direct communication to New
Berne should they leave any of the citizens there. They have got the
news of their defeat at Fredericksburg and acknowledge that Hooker
is whipped. Several ladies were down to Barrington yesterday and say
that the colonel told them that Hooker was whipped and asked them
if we had heard it. They knew nothing about General Jackson being
wounded. I hope that General Jackson may recover from his wounds,
as the country would lose one of her noblest sons, besides his great
services as one among the greatest generals of the age. I pray God he
may recover from his wounds.

Very truly, yours,

W. H. MAESHALL.

ElCHMOND, May 10, ISC.'J.

Maj. William Nokris, Chief of Signal Corps:

Sir : I returned from the enemy's lines, in the vicinity of Newport
News, yesterday morning before daylight, bringing the following intel-

ligence :

Troops from every quarter are hurrying toward the discomfited army
of Hooker. Many "have been withdrawn from Suffolk, and only 400 or

500 are left at Fortress Monroe. General Dix, with 5,000 men, 500

wheelbarrows and intrenching tools, left the fortress on Wednesday, it

is reported, for the White House. Five huiidred cavalry left Yorktown

the same day. It is my belief that Dix will not now proceed so far, as I

think lie was only to occupy that position provided Hooker was victo-

rious, and then this much-coveted city was to have been assailed on all

sides. Depredations are daily committed on the defenseless citizens

near Suffolk by Dodge's cavalry. I bring a paper of the date of the

7th, which I have sent to the honorable Secretary of War.
Very truly, your obedient servant,

C. H. CAUSEY,
Captain, C. S. Army.
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Abstract from Field Eeturn of troops commanded by Maj. Gen. S. G. French, for May 10,

18C3. (No station given.)

Command.

Present for
duty.

General ataff

Jenkins' brigade
DaTis' brigade
Boggs' battalion artillery

Coit'a battery
Bra<lford"8 battery
Baker's cavalry regiment [no report]

.

Grand total.

247
171
21
3
4

2,267
2,335
304
115
76

9
2,846
2,893
388
136
96

455 5,097

13
4,036
3,470
484
143
100

Headquaeters Army of Northeen Virginia,
May 11, 1863.

Brig. Gen. J. J. Pettigrew,
Commanding, (fee, Hanover Junction :

General : General Pickett informs me, on what he deems reliable
authority, that a regiment of infantry, one battery of artillery, and 200
cavalry of the enemy are at West Point, the confluence of the Pamuu-
key and Mattapony Eivers. He thinks it possible that they may ascend
the north bank of the Pamunkey and attempt to reach Hanover Junc-
tion. I give you this notice that you may be on your guard.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. E. LEE,
General.

Headquarters District of the Cape Fear,
Wilmington, May 11, 18G3.

H. P. Walker,
E. M. Actg. Consul for the States o/N. C. and S. C. at Charleston:

Sir : I have received your letter of this date relating to the schooner
Harkaway, alleged to belong to a British subject engaged in running
the blockade, and seized in this port by the military authorities of the
Confederate States of America.

I am not aware that my Government has recognized you as the repre-
sentative' of Her Britannic Majesty. Her Britannic Majesty's Govern
meut has certainly not recognized the Government of the Confederate
States. I decline, therefore, to discuss the subject with you or to re-
lease the vessel, but will forward your communication to the Secretary
of State and await orders.

In the mean time, as Her Britannic Majesty's Government does not
recognize thejurisdiction of the Confederate States here, and the United
States Government claims it, perhaps it would be as well to apply to
the latter.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITESTG,
Major- General.
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Headqiiaeters,
Kinston, N. C, May 12, 18C3.

Maj. Gen. I). H. Hill,
Commanding at Goldsborough :

General : Yours of this date lias beeu received. Colonel Martin
moved to-day for Greenville. Brabble takes his place on picket.

As soon as Captain Coleman returns, or I am well enough to make the
examination, I will have the work extended as you desire. •

I am much obliged to you for your kind offer to relieve me by Gen-
eral Cooke, and if everything is quiet here I would like very much to

go home for a week or ten days, as my health is poor and I have some
business, giving in my taxes, &c., which can only be done by myself, as
I am the only male member of my family in the State; and as I have
paid no attention to my affairs in more than two years I would not be
able to do so without an examination. I will be in a mile or two of the

telegraph office, in Weldon and could return any day should anything
occur.

I expected to have had some information from Lieutenant Foy to-day,

but have not heard from him.
Our scouts report the enemy's picket posts some 6 or 7 miles below

Core Creek. They had not to-day relaid the track torn up 4 miles below
Core Creek.

I was very much grieved to hear of the death of General Jackson, and
think that our victory was a dearly-bought one.

Very respectfiilly,

JUNIUS DANIEL,
Brigadier- General.

Headquaetees,
Near Fredericlcsburg, May 12, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill:

General: Your letters of the 8th and 10th, with inclosures, are re-

ceived.* I think that there is every probability that the enemy intends

fortifying somewhere near the coast below New Berne, and leaving

small garrisons in North Carolina to occupy the forts, with the purpose

of sending all the rest of his force here. I have already heard that Suf-

folk is only occupied now by a small force, some 18,000 having come to

re-enforce Hooker's army. The same thing will be done with the forces

in North Carolina. In view of this, I have suggested that Clingman's

and Evans' brigades be brought to North Carolina and that Eansom's

and Cooke's be brought here ; also the troops from the Blackwater, and

that you have command of Petersburg and everything south of that and

north of South Carolina. This I presume will be the arrangement for

the summer. By threatening the enemy's capital we will be able to

draw all of his available force here, and as our strength here increases

his must do the same.

I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JAMBS LONGSTEEET,
Ideutenant- General, Commanding.

' Not found.
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Wae Bepaktment, O. S. A.,
Eichmond, May 12, 1863.

General W. H. 0. WHiima, Wilmington, N. C:

Let me know what force you have and what aid you can, in case of

necessity, lend to Charleston.
J. A. SEDUON,

/Secretary of War,

Wilmington, N. C, May 12, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond :

I have Olingman's. On a pinch, can send three regiments of that, but
Greneral Hill should be notified. Arrangements should be made to

transfer them back should point of attack be changed.
W. H. C. WHITING,

Major-Oeneral.

May 12, 1863.

General Beaueegaed, Charleston :

Anything threatening in your front ? Secretary wants to know what
I can spare you. Let me hear direct. Will do all in my ]iower.

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major-General.

May 12, 1863.
Major-General Hill, Goldsborough

:

Secretary wants to know what I can do for Charleston in need. Can
let three regiments go on a pinch, but told him you must be notifled-

Have you heard anything ?

W. H. C. WHITING.

BuEWELL's Bay, May 13, 1863.

Maj. William Noeeis, Chief Signal Corps:

SiE : Major-General Keyes, with one division of infantry and a bri-
gade of cavalry, is at or near the White House, unless he has fallen or
been driven back since Monday. The cavalry are from Stoneman's
di\dsion. There are few troops at Suffolk, none at Newport News, and
a very small garrison at Fortress Monroe. Blockading squadron con-
sists of two iron-clads of the Monitor model—the Galena and Minnesota.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

C. H. CAUSEY,
Captain, 0. 8. Army.

Headquaetees Depaetment op Richmond,
May 13, 1863.

General S. Coopee,
Adjutant and Inspector General :

SiE : In compliance with the wishes of the Secretary of 'VVar, I hj^ve.
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tlic lioiiur to iiiakt^ tW tbllowiug re])ort of the forces in aud about llicli-

moiul for his iuforuiatiou :

DEPAKTMENT OF KICHMOND.

IJrigadier-Genoral Wise's brigade, now occupying the Peninsula.
Colonel Khett's command (artillery, for defenses) has been ordered
back, and supposed to be on its way.
tkurisons at ChafiQn's and Drewry's Bluffs.
City of Eichmond.—Brigadier-General Winder's command—City Bat-

talion, seven companies; Wren's battalion of cavalry, two companies;
Col. H. H. Walker's guard forces, seven companies.
Major-Geueral Pickett's division—South side, near Manchester.
One regiment and one battery of Brigadier-General Pettigrew's bri-

gade, near Eichmond.
One regiment of Brigadier-General Eobertson's cavalry, near Eich-

mond.
EECAPITULATION.

Dei)artineiit of Kichmond, including Colonel Kliett'a coniiuanU: Effective
total 4,288

Brigadier-General Winder's command 1,300
Major-General Pickett, say 8, 000
llegimeut and battalion of Pettigrew 750
Kegimcnt of liobcrcsou (cavalry) 500

Aggregate 14,838

1 have the honor to request that this communication be laid before

the Secretary of War at your earliest convenience.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AENOLU ELZEY,
Major-General, Commanding.

Wae Department, C. S. A.,

Eichmond, May 13, 1863.

General D. H. Hill, Goldsborouyh, N. C.

:

Necessity compels me to reduce the force at Charleston very low.

General Whiting, on inquiry, informs me that on a pinch he can send

to the aid of Charleston in case of attack three regiments. I inform

you of this, and in addition suggest if, as 1 believe, the enemy have

nearly Avithdrawn, let your arrangements be made to allow in case of

necessity the transfer of a larger force.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Cavaley Camp,
N'ear Williamston, May 13, 18C3.

Maj. Aechee Anderson,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Ooldshorough

:

Major : I have just returned from Jamesville, the lowest point occu-

pied by our cavalry pickets on the Eoanoke.

I met Lieutenaiit-Colonel Towns, of the Sixty-second Georgia Eegi-

uient, on tlie road, who had been absent two days visiting his jiicket

stations. He saw to-day a man from Plymouth day before yesterday.
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From bim lie learns that General Wessells is certainly iu command there
Avith two jS^ew York regiments, not exceeding 500 men each, and one
battery; no cavalry. The cavalry and some other troops had left the
town—supposed toward Sufiblk.

The enemy is throwing up some intrenchments on a high point near
Plymouth, either for the purpose of changing his camp, which is repre-

sented to be very tilthy, or protecting some fisheries at the point.

Colonel Towns considers this information entirelj' trustworthy.

I examined Fort Branch yesterday and feel satisfied, if properly gar-

risoned and provisioned, it can repel any attack of the enemy by land

or water less than a regular siege. The supply of ammunition is good,
and provisions for 3,000 men for thirty days are being placed in as rap-

idly as present circumstances i)ermit. Coniho Creek, of which the gen-

eral spoke to me, will be a very serious obstacle to a land attack on Fort
Braucli. The three roads crossing it near and below the fort are being
eflectually impeded. One of them has been closed entirely and the bridge
destroyed. At one of the others intrenchments have been prepared and
at the third are being prepared. This creek, however, is no impediment
to an advance on Tarborough.

If the troops of my brigade are to be used exclusively to close Ply-

mouth and Washington between the Tar and Eoanoke, my impression
is they should be moved nearer and occupy a line beginning from James-
ville or Gardner's Creek, near that town, and running toward Tranter's
Creek, thence to the Tar Eiver at or near Pactolus. On this subject I
feel some hesitation in yet expressing a positive opinion.

If my brigade is to be hekl with a view to protect Weldon or some
other point, it should not be removed beyond Hamilton or GreenviUe,
except for i)icket guard.

Will you please inform me if any troops are to be stationed at Wel-
don and if they are to be under my command 1

I shall go to-morrow to GreenviUe and thence to Tarborough, where
I shall spend a day or two examining the quartermaster's and commis-
sary departments.
The order substitutiug Colonel Griffin's cavalry regiment for Colonel

Evans' has been received.

I am, major, very respectfull.y, your obedient servant,

J. G. MARTIN,
Brigadier- General.

P. S.—Since writing the above the pickets have brought in 2 Yankee
prisoners, who say tliat botli General Wessells and General Hunt are
in Plymouth with five regiments—the Eighty-fifth, Ninety-second, and
Ninety-sixth New York, and One hundred and first and One hundred
and third Pennsylvania ; that the troojjs which left there recently went
to New Berne, and they think General Wessells' brigade is going to
Sufiblk soon.

Hanovee JimcTiON, May 14, 1863—1 p. m.

Major-General Elzey, Commanding, Richmond

:

General: Tuesday night I sent a company of cavalry out, with in-

structions to go as near West Point as they could and find out what
was going on there. I received a report dated 12 m. yesterday, "King
William County, 4 miles outside of the enemy's pickets." From what
they heard, the enemy had lauded on Thursday last isome 3,000 infantry,



CiiAP. XXX.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. CONFEDERATE. 1061

a rogimeut of cavalry, au<l some light artillery. Tliev wore fortifyiiiR
across the reninsula, a mile or so from the Poiiit. It wa.s thought that
the post was intended as a refuge lor stealing parties, runaway slaves,
&c., but I fear they will give us more trouble than that, for they cau
march up in force, threaten the railroad nortli of North Anna, jieiiiaps
attack it, or cross suddenly at Hanover Court-House, do the same on
the south side, and return by the White House. As for linding out the
strength of any such party, my experience of the cavalrv and citizens
during the last raid has convinced me it is im])ossihle. As Richmond
IS so much nearer the White House and West Point you have iinicli
better means of obtaining intelligence than I have, anil 1 think onglit
to be able to give me such information as may be ne<;essary. It seems
to me that this triangle between the railroad and tlie Nortli and South
Anna Rivers should be fortified. Had 1 the tools I could do it myself,
but I might be ordered away in the midst, and it would be a great deal
better to send an engineer from Kielntiond, who could contnine until
the work was done. Works would be rerpiired on Ihc North Anna nt
the crossing of the Telegraph road, the l-redeiicksburg Railroad. Mor-
ri.s' Bridge, and Bear Island Ford; on the South Aiimi. at the crossing
of the Central Railroad, of the Fredericksburg Itailroad, and the Tel-
egraph road; at tlie two crossings on Little Itixer, and perhaps at the
Junction.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

J. ,1. I'ETTIGERW,
Jiri(jadicr-(ieiicrfil.

Headqttakters, May 14, 1803.
Maj, Gen. D. H. Hill,

Commanding, North Carolina :

General: Tour letter of the Sth is just received. The impressment
of horses was ordered at the time that the Yankee ciivalry was in posi-

tion to threaten a raid through North Carolimi. It is not necessary
therefore to imjiress further, but all horses that you may have iini>rcsse(i,

and that are not necessary to the sui>port of families or used in tilling

the soil, had better be retained for our purposes if you arc in need of
them.

1 think that the enemy will probably abandon North Carolina and
Southern Virginia, except some posts occupied by small garrisons, and
concentrate his great force in front of our army here. If he does I

think that a brigade at Goldsborongh and one at or near Petersburg
will be all of the infantry force that you will need. As I know of no
other reliable ofi&cer whom we can place in that command I have sug-

gested your name, knowing that you would prefer it to a position here.

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTREET,
lAeuUnant- Geiieral, Govimanding.

Richmond, May 15, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Ooldsborough, N. C. :

General: I have received your letter of yesterday's date, and in an-

swer to the several suggestions therein I am antLoiize.d 1o state:

1st—in reference to the bridge and provost guards within your com-

mand. If these guards have been mustered in for local defense it will be
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necessary to refer to tlie terms entered into with them at the time of their

muster, and if they have not secured service at a i)articular spot they
would have to be discharged, if found useless, when their places may be
supplied by the militia or by disabled soldiers, as suggested by you. In
the event of their discharge such of them as are liable to conscription

should be immediately enrolled for general service.

2d. You will consider the guard to the prisoners at Salisbury as sub-

ject to your orders, to be disposed of in such manner as in yourjudgment
the interests of your command shall require, first sending the prisoners

by proper escort to this city to report to General Winder.
3d. Ill the cases of such of the cavalry of your command as may per-

mit themselves to be surprised or may behave badly In the presence of

the enemy, you will make special reports of the facts to this oflQce, in

order that authority may be given you to dismount, and where such be-

havior is repeated, disband the men whose conduct may be so reported;

those ordered to be disbanded and who may be subject to conscription

to be enrolled to serve as infantry.

4th. You will cause an inspection to be made of Colonel Wheeler's
regiment, and if the organization is found unwarranted by the number
of troops you will rejiort the fact to this office for orders in the case.

5th. In respect to the exchange of full brigades of your command with
skeleton brigades in General Lee's army, I liave to state that as General
Lee is now in this city a conference will be had with him on the subject
of such exchanges, when you will be informed of the result.

I am, general, &c.,

S. COOPEE,
Aetmg Inspector-General.

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Inspeotor General's Office,
No. lie. ) Kichmo7id, May 15, 1SG3.
* ***** »

VIII. Maj. Gen. G. E. Pickett will move forward immediately witli

his command and take position at Hanover ilnuction.
* ***** *

X. The artillery battahon attached to Drewry's Bluff and the ofldcers
and crew of the gunboat Richmond recently ordered to this city will
return immediately to their former commands.

* ****»= *

By command of the Secretary of War:
JNO. WITHERS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters,
Kinston, N. C, May 16, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Goldshorough :

General : Your dispatch of this date directing me to proceed with
my brigade to Pvichmond has been received. Two of the regiments will
be ready to leave by 10 o'clock a. m. The others will be ready so soon
as transportation can be funiished. Tlie two regiments would have
been ready sooner, but all except one were on. picket duty at the time
tlie order was received.

Yery respectfully, &c.,

JUNIUS DANIEL,
Jlrif/adier- General.
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RiCnMOND, Va.,
May 16, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding Department of North Carolina :

General: In reply to your letter of the 14tli instant, I will state that
the extent of the re-enforcements you can send to the Army of Northern
Virginia must necessarily depend upon the strength of the enemy in
your front.

The plan you propose of exchanging your full for its reduced bri-

gades 1 fear will add but little to its real strength. It would increase it

numerically but weaken it intrinsically by taking away tried lioops
under experienced officers and replacing them with fresh men and un-
instructed commanders. 1 should therefore have more to luod but less

to depend on.

I can exchange Daniel's brigade with one of those you proi)ose, but
cannot designate which until I return to camp, as I am not sufficiently

acquainted with their condition to make the selection. You can there-

fore put Daniel in motion at once. Hansom and Oooke I consider as
belonging to the Army of Northern Virginia and have relied upon their

return.

As far as I am able to judge, the plan of the enemy is to concentrate
as large a force as possible to operate in Virginia. Whether he will

unite the whole under General Hooker on the Eappahannock or oper-

ate with difterent columns I cannot say, but from the information I re-

ceive he is withdrawing troops from South Carolina and the country
south of James Ifiver.

It is of course our best policy to do the same and to endeavor to repel

his advance into Virginia. If he weakens his force in North Carolina

I think you will be able, by using all your local troops, such portion of

your regular cavalry and regular brigades as may be necessary, to

repulse and restrain his marauding expeditions and protect the rail-

roads and the farming interests of the country you now hold. Every
man not required for this purpose 1 desire you to send to me and
rely upon your good judgment to proportion the means to the object in

view.
I think it now too late for any important expedition to be undertaken

by the enemy in the Carolinas. They will, 1 think, place themselves

on the defensive in those States, endeavor to deceive us by threatening

our communications, &c., and send their available troops where they

can operate to more advantage. I have no fear tiiat they will be able

to mislead you.

I hope you will be able to collect and secure for the use of the

army all the provisions and forage in the districts in which you are

operating.
I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,

R. E. LEE,
General.
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HUADQtTAIiTEES MATJ'JIN'S BKIGABE,
Tarhorough, May 16, 18C3.

Maj. Aechee Andekson,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Goldshorotigh, N. C.

:

Major : I returned here last uiglit from Greenville. I found Captain

Coleman Lad laid out a line of defenses around the town. They douot

fulfill all the conditions necessary to a good defense, but I thought it

the best the ground would j)ermit. I understood the captain to say

General Hill had decided to put the line of defense at Greenville, and

I did not examine any other ])oint.

Colonel Griftin was absent from his headquarters visiting his pickets,

and 1 did not see him. The adjutant showed me the picket stations on

the map, and they seemed to be well selected.

The telegraph operator at Eocky Mount is said not to understand the

English language. It seems to me very desirable that this line should

be extended to Tarhorough at once. I also think it would be less ex-

pensive than to keep a line of couriers on the road.

I shall leave here to-day for Hamilton, where n)y headquarters will

be established till I can become well acquainted with the roads or Gen-

eral Wessells shall mo\'e from Plymouth. The presence of this general

in Plymouth with his brigade made it advisable, in my judgment, to

move Colonel Martin's regiment to Hamilton. I found also that on ac-

count of the scarcity of tools the working detail from the Forty-seventh

Eegiment would not be heavy.
I am, maior, very respectfully, your obe<lient servant,

J. G. MAETIN,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Maetin's Brigade,
Hamilton, May 17, 1863.

Maj. Archer Anderson,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., General EilVs Hdqrs., Goldshormigh:

Ma.tor : I returned here last night. Another prisoner from the

Ninety-sixth New York Eegiment was brought in yesterday. I exam-
ined liim carefully to-day. He confirms in all essential points the in-

formation derived from the two whom I examined at the cavalry camp
near Williaraston. He says the Ninety-second New York, one of Wes-
sells' brigade, was left in the fort opposite New Berne, but a Massachu-
settjs regiment took its place in the brigade at Plymouth. The regi-

ments are small; only nine companies in the Ninety-sixth New York;
all tbe officers of Company G in that regiment having resigned—the men
were transferred to other companies. The prisoner's company had not
more than 25 for duty and the regiment did not exceed 300. He thought
all the others were rather larger, but could not say positively. General
Hunt had been in Plymouth and in command of Wessells' brigade dur-

ing the absence of the latter on account of the death of his wife, but had
returned to New Berne.

I think 1 have made such arrangements as will give me information
from Plymouth through our own people in a few days.

The Seventeenth reached Hamilton yesterday. Colonel GriflBn re-

ports that there are 500 of the enemy's infantry at Hill's Point and the
same number at Eodman's farm; ten regiments of infantry, several

pieces of light artillery, and ahont 40 cavalry (Jocknick's), besides a
company of 40 cavalry, now in Washington. It is thought there is no
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Other cavalry ou the south side of Tar Eiver. The enemy has iufantry
aucl cavalry pickets 1^ miles from Washiii^ton on the Plymouth, James-
ville, and Williamston road, and feuces across the two tirst named. He
lias strengthened bis earthworks near the town, the work having been
done by negroes. Also that there is no direct communication with
Washington on either side of the river. Enemy not active and the cit-

izens have not been much troubled on the north side. Bacon is still

brought over the lines. This I believe is extensively done; and I think
it advisable to permit its continuance and allow the i)ersons doing so to

return without difficulty.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. MAETIN,
Brigadier- General.

Headquakters Army of Northern Virginia,
May v.), 1863.

Brigadier-General Pettigeew,
Commanding Forces at Hanover Junction :

General : Your letter of the 14th instant is received.

The commanding general desires me to inform you that he thinks it

best that you should dispose of all your cavalry to the east and south

of the railroad and depend upon the cavalry of this army to cover you

in the direction of the Rappahannock and Gordonsville, your cavalry

being disposed so as to watch the enemy in the direction of West Point

and the Peninsula. The general further desires that you will always

keep your command well in hand, so as to be able to operate in any

direction with the greatest promptness.

You will find inclosed the order regulating the transportation of bag-

gage of the army. Y"ou are desired to regulate the transportation of

your command according to this order.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. L. LONG,
Colonel and Military Secretary.

Hamelton, N. G., May 18, 1863.

General Hill, Commanding, &c., Ooldsborough

:

General : I regi'ct I should not have understood your wishes about

the Seventeenth North Carolina Eegiment, as I would not then have

moved it to this point. As it is here, and the officers and men are well

acquainted with the roads and swamps of this vicinity, due from a tour

of field service, I shall order Colonel Gibbs to Greenville.

I shall leave for Greenville to-morrow to make it my headquarters.

Your letter of the 17th was received at 1 o'clock. This will be sent

by return courier.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. MAETIN,
Brigadier- General.

None of the unattached companies have arrived here, and nothing

has been heard of any of them in iinswer to the Governor's order.
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Headquarters,
Fredericksburg, May 20, 1863.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Ta. :

Sir : The services of General Longstreet will be required with this

army. Upon his leaving the department south of James River I had
supposed its command would have devolved upon General D. H. Hill

as the senior major-general. He informed me this morning that he
directed the three major-generals in command of the several districts to

report directly to the War Department. I would recommend, therefore,

that General D. H. Hill be assigned to the command of the department
between James River and the Cape Fear. The battery at Drewry's
Bhifl', if considered more convenient, could be embraced within the com-
niaud of General Blzey. I wish General Hill to make such disposition

of his troops as to give me all the force that can be spared from North
Carolina. Jenkins' brigade, belonging to Pickett's division, is still on the
Blackwater, and I do not like to order it up until I hear whether proper
dispositions are made to relieve it. It is much wanted with its division.

Oar scouts report that General Heintzelman, with his corps from Wash-
ington, has joined General Hooker, Governor Curtin having promised
to defend Washington City with 20,000 State troops. I have not heard
yet of any fleet of transports ascending the Potomac. Single transports
are frequently seen coming up the river. Yesterday forty transports
were counted at Aquia Creek. Regiments of the two years' men ai'e

being discharged, I learn, as their time expires, and it is thought are
sent olf at night.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,

R. E. LEE,
Oeneral.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
May 20, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. Arnold Blzet,
Commanding Department of Richmond, Va. :

General: A party of deserters from the North Carolina regiments
of this army left camp last night, taking their arms and equipments with
them. Some of them are supposed to be making for Ashe County, North
Carolina, and many, it is said, cross the James River at Lumberion,
about 4.5 miles above Richmond, and Roanoke at Horse Ford Mill.
General Lee directs me to request that your guards be instructed to be
on the alert for them, and if practicable the points indi(!ated be watched
and guarded.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. TAYLOR,
Asft'ifitnnf Adjutant- Oencrnl.
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Abstracl from Field Hetiirn of Iroopn commandeil hy Mnj. (inn. S. (i. French, May 20,

18G3. {Ivor, (n.)

Prrsciit for

duly.

Troop.s.

^3
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tion of all railroad bridges, &c., in the Soiitli. 1 inclose you a copy of

the letter, giving all the Diinutia of the damnable scheme. You cau of

course make such use of it as you may think best. The uecessity for

increased diligence iu guarding our bridges, &c., is apparent.

The letter has not yet been made public.

Very respectfully, &c.,
Z. B. VAlsrCE.

[Inolosnre.l

Washington, D. C, May 12, 18G3.

Major-General FOSTEK,
Gomdg. Department of North Carolina, Beaufort, N. 0.

:

General : A plan has been formed for a simultaneous movement to

sever the rebel communications throughout the whole South, which has

been sent to some general iu each military department in the seceded

States, in order that they may act in concert and thus secure success.

The plan is to induce the blacks to make a concerted and simultaneous

movement or rising, on the night of the 1st of August ni^xt, over the

entire States in rebellion; to arm themselves with any and every kind

of weapon that may come to hand and commence oi)erations by burn-

ing all railroad and country bridges and tearing up railroad tracks and
destroying telegraph lines, &c., and then take to the woods, the swamps,
or the mountains, whence they may emerge, as occasion may offer, for

provisions and for further depredations. No blood is to be shed e»iept
in self-defense. The corn will be in roasting-ears about the 1st of Au-
gust, and with this and hogs running in the woods, and by foraging

upon the plantations by night, they can subsist. This is the plan, in

substance, and if we can obtain a concerted movement at the time
named it will doubtless be successful. The main object of this letter is

to state the time for the rising, that it may be simultaneous over the
whole South. To carry the plan into effect m the department in which
you have a command, you are requested to select one or more intelligent

contrabands, and after telling them the plan and the time (night of the
1st of August) you will send them into the interior of the country,
within the enemy's lines, and ^^'here slaves are numerous, with instruc-

tions to communicate the plan and the time to as many intelligent
slaves as possible, and requesting of each to circulate it far and wide
over the country, so that we may be able to make the rising understood
by several hundred thousand slaves by the time named.
When you have made these arrangements please inclose this letter

to some other general commanding in the same department with your-
self—some one whom you know or believe to be favorable to such move-
ment—and he in turn is requested to send it to another, and so on until
it has traveled the entire rounds of the department, and each command
and post will in this way be acting together in the employment of negro
slaves to carry the plan into efiect.

In this way the plan will be adopted at the same time and in concert
over the whole South, and yet no one of all engaged iu it will learn the
names of his associates and will only know the number of generals act-
ing together in the movement. To give this last information, and be-
fore inclosing this letter to some other general, put the numeral I after
the word "Approved" at the bottom of this sheet, and when it has gone
the rounds of the department the person last receiving it will please
reinclose it t« my address, that I may thus know and communicate the
fact that the plan is being carried out at the same time.
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Be as.suic;d, sir, tbat I will iuform every departmcut in the seceded
btiites of the plan and the time, that the movement may thus be gen-
eral and simiiltaueons.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AUGUSTUS S. MONTGOMEEY.

Note.—This letter may be sent to other departments, farther south
alter having gone the rounds of yours, which will show to all that the
plan is beiug generally adopted.

Department op North Carolina.
Apijroved.

C. MARSHALL,
Major and Aidede-Gamp.

Headquaetees Department Southern Virginia,
Ivor, May 22, 1863.

Maj. Gen. Arnold Blzey, Richmond, Va.:

General : I have received your telegrams respecting Smoot's bat-
tery. Ever since I have been here (after leaving Eichmond) we have
been occupied with the enemy. They appeared at Carrsville with
12,000 men, thirty pieces of artillery, and cavalry, and commenced tak-
ing up the railroad. They were driven back 2 miles to where they were
strongly intrenched. Last night information came that there were
three gunboats coming up the Chowan and that they were not far
below the Meherrin, and to-day they are in strong force within 8 miles
of this place; nevertheless I ordered back the guns, though much
wanted to protect the steamers we have at Franklin and for the de-
fenses of the river.

Yours, very respectfully,

S. G. PEENCH,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia,
May 22, 1863.

Maj. Geii. D. H. HiLL,
Commanding District of North Carolina :

General: I am informed by telegram from General Cooper that you
ha^e received iny telegram but not my letter from Eichmond of the 16th.*

1 herewith inclose you a copy of the letter. I have nothing in addition

to say, furtlier than our scouts have not reported the passage of any
large fleets of vessels (transports) from Suffolk up the Potomac, but
ha\e reported a number of individual vessels bearing troops. Ee-en-

forcements of 30,000 men have also reached Hooker from the direction

of Washington since the late battles. Four gunboats are reported as-

cending the Eapiiahannock below Urbana, and a scout who has just

returned from the enemy's lines reports that every indication leads to

the belief that ho is preparing for an early move.
Your particular attention is called to the inclosed letter, and you are

desired to push forward re-enforcements from North Carolina as rapidly

* See Lee to Hill, of that date.
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as circumstances will permit. I wish to be able to oppose tlie lull

strength of this army to the enemy when it becomes necessary to meet
him again.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. E. LEE,
General.

Camp Feedeeicksbtjkg, May 22, 1SG3.

General Arnold Elzey, Commanding, &c.

:

General: Captain (Japps, Fifteenth Virginia Cavalry, on duty in

King William County, reports that Mr. Davis, whose home is at West
Point, and who at this time is employed in the Confederate Navy, has

been noticing the movements of the enemy, and states that they have
left in part. Three transports left on the 15th loaded with troops.

There appears now to be there two squadrons of cavalry, one company
artillery, and a small portion of infantry. About 1,000 negroes are at

work on the intrenchments. All the gunboats and transports have left

except two. They appear to be ferry-boats. Have you received intelli-

gence corroborating this, or can you ascertain what is the condition of

things ? It was reported yesterday that four gunboats were ascend-

ing the Eappahaunock and had come within 12 miles of Tappahannock.
Milroy has recrossed the mountains and returned to the valley. Our
scouts north of the Eappahaunock report indications of another move
on the part of General Hooker. Seven pieces of artillery and some in-

fantry have reached Stafford Court-House from Dumfries. Heintzelmau
is said to have joined him. Eeports from Alexandria state that 30,000
new troops are to be sent to him. May I ask you to report these cir-

cumstances to the Secretary of War for his information ?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. E. LEE,
General.

Special Oedees, 1 Adjt. and Inspectoe Geneeal's Office,
Ko. 122. I Richmond, May 22, 1863.***** * »

X. Major Wren will i)roceed with his battalion in the direction of

Lynchburg, Va., to guard the passes on the James Eiver. Quarter-
master's and commissary departments will provide forage and rations.

* » * * * # #

XX. Brig. Gen. George H. Steuart, Provisional Army of the Con-
federate States, will proceed without delay to Fredericksburg, Va.,and
report to General E. E. Lee for assignment to duty.

* # * * * ' » »

By command of the Secretary of War

:

JNO. WITHEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquaetees,
Wilmington, May 23, 1863.

Major-General Hill, Commanding, (fee, Goldsborough :

General : I send you a notf from Shays.* They seem over the
lines to be busy fortifying themselves. I do not think they will shortly

*Not found.



Chap. XXX.] COEEESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDEEATE, 1071

advance, though the manner in which we are stripped of troops from
bavannah up must be a great bait for theui.

I am in hopes we may hear something more favorable about the
bouthwest. Pemberton is said to have had over 60,000. What can he
be about ? • * *

Very truly, yours,

W. H. C. WHUING,
Major- General.

Headquarters,
Fredericksburg, May 25, 1863.

General D. H. Hill,
'

-'I

Commanding Department South of James Eiver :

General : I have received by courier .your letter of the 21st. I am
uiuch gratified to learn that the enemy has been so harassed and pun-
ished daring the past months, and wish that your force was suflicieut
to drive them from the State. If your information is correct that their
troops are moving from the State I hope you will be able to spare the
brigades belonging to this army. They are very essential to aid in the
effort to turn back the tide of war that is now pressing south.

Since the battle of Chancellorsville the enemy has made a lodgment
at West Point, the confluence of the Pamunkey and Mattapony Elvers,
and are fortifying that neck. Whether it is a'feint or preparation for
a new base of operations I do not know. I have thought it probable
that the troops from your department may be in process of transfereuce
to that point. I therefore desire that you direct Brigadier-General
Jenkins to join his division (Pickett's) at Hanover Junction, and Brig-
adier-General Eansom to repair to Eichmond. Should it be uecessaiy
to move him farther he will receive orders from General Elzey, to

whom he will report. You can retain Brigadier-General Cooke for the
present, or until you can more fully ascertain the intentions of the en-

emy, and see what dispositions you can best make for the protection
of your department. I think, if necessary, troops may be drawn from
South Carolina and Georgia to re-enforce you, as I can hardly suppose
that the enemy contemplates any serious invasion of that department
this summer. I think, too, the season has passed for making any move-
ment in North Carolina more than raids of devastation or attempts to

retain there our troops in idleness. I hope you will be able to frustrate

;iud punish all such efforts.

I am very much in need of cavalry, and if you can spare another reg-

iment, as you suggest, I will be much obliged to you to order it to repair

to Orange Court-Housc and report to General Stuart. I am told there

is a regiment on the Blackwater, whose horses are in good condition,

which, if you could replace by another, it might be well to send.

If you require General Eobertsou to command or organize the cavalry

in your deiiartment I will return him to you.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,

E. !E. LljiE,

General.

Naval Commandant's Office,
Wilmington, N. G., May 25, 1863.

Lieutenant-General Longstreet,
Commanding Military Department, Fetershurg, Va.

:

General : I have serious misgivings as to the safety of the gunboat

and floating battery- building near- Scotland Neck, upon the Koanoke.
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Unless there be a cavalry foice on the left bank to give notice of the

enemy's ai)j)roach, by a siuldeii raid across from Winston, our work can
be destroyed by a night's raid, thus crushing all our hopes of repossess-

ing Albemarle Sound.
It is not for me to suggest any course to you, who are so much better

qualified to determine what should be done, and I simply express my
anxiety for the vessels, upon which' we are working with all possible

rapidity, and ask you to protect them, for I have not men sufficient to

compose the crew of the iron-clad ahnost comi)leted here.

Very resnectfullv, your obedient servant,
W. F. LYNCH,

Flag- Officer, Commanding Naval Defenses, North Carolina.

[Indorsement.]

HEADQXJAiiTEKS, June 7, 1863.

Respectfully referred to Major-General Hill.

JAMES LONGSTKBET,
Lieutenant- General.

BLeadquabtees Akmy of Northeen Virginia,
May 26, 1863.

His Excellency Zebxjlon B. Vance,
Governor of North Carolina, lialeigh :

GovEENOR : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 21st instant, with its inclosures, for which 1 return you my
thanks.

I think the course pursued by you with reference to the letter of Mont-
gomery, in withholding it from publication, judicious and i)roper. I would
suggest that measures be taken to advise all the State authorities and
military commanders privately of the proposed insurrection, in order
that they may be upon their guard and take the necessary precautions
to x>reveut the movement and protect public and other property.

1 thank you for the coi)y of the order showing the regiments of nine
Uionths' men that go out of service, and hope your adjutant-general
may succeed in ascertaining the number of regiments in the Uepart-
uient of North Carolina. The information would be useful, and I should
like to have it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

11. E. LEE,
General.

Headquarters Army ok jSToethern Virginia,
May 26, 1863.

The Hon. Seceetary of War :

Sir : I have the honor to inclose to you a copy of a letter forwarded
to me on the 21st instant by His Excellency Governor Vance, of North
Carolina.* Governor Vance states that it is a copy of an original letter

addressed to General Foster, and recently taken in a Federal mail, cap-
tured by some of our troops in the State service. The Governor also

says that he.has not given publicity to the letter, a course which I have
atlvised him that 1 consider prudent and judicious. I have suggested

* See inolosure to Vance's letter, p. 106d.
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to Governor Vance to cause the State and military authorities to be
confidentially advised of the proposed movement, tliat proper precau-
tionary measures may be adopted. Without knowing- anything of the
letter or the writer, further than may be inferred from the apparent in-

dications of the connection of the latter either with those in authority
or with others who have united to carry out this diabolical project, I
deem it my duty to lay the matter before you for such action as you
may see fit to take in the premises.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. E. LEE,
Oeneral.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept. of North Carolina,
:No. 20. / Goldshorough, May 2(i, 1863.

The department commander announces the well-known fact of the
death of the great and good Jackson, not merely in order to pay a trib-

ute to the illustrious dead, but also to incite the troops to imitate bis

example. His name has been identified with almost all the grea-t battles

of the war, and his genius and courage have been the chief elements in

Southern success and Yankee discomfiture. The eagle glance and iron

will of the great commander were happily united in him with the patient,

uncomplaining endurance of the common soldier.

His wonderful battles have contributed largely to our independence,

and his great fame has shed a halo of glory over his beloved South.

But his virtues as a man will be as fondly remembered by his country-

men as the brilliant deeds of his military career. He has taught us

that he who most fears God the least fears man; that the most exalted

courage may be associated with the modesty of the shrinking girl ; that

the lips which were never defiled with ribaldry and profanity could

cheer on most loudly amidst the roar of cannon and the clash of arms.

His whole life was a rebuke to the intriguing, the selfish, the cowardly,

the vulgar, and the profane.

The pure man will be loved asnmch as the heroic soldier will be ad-

mired in the future ages of the republic.

Let us drop our lauiel upon his bier, but remember that we may best

honor him by striving day and night, and with his unwavering trust in

God, to secure the independence for which he gave his life.
'

D. H. HILL,
31()jor- General.

GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., May 27, 1803.

Major-General Whiting:
General : liansom has been ordered to Virginia. His first regiment

leaves to-day. This makes us very weak. The mail captured by the

guerrillas showed the astonishing fact that there are thirty-one regi-

ments at New Berne, and that instead of sending off they have been

receiving troops. Nine regiments are there mentioned which were not

in my original hst and of which I have never seen any mention in their

papers. Take care that we are not all bagged some of these days.

Jones, the great brigand, was really killed in my chase of him the

other day. He was a bold, dangerous, bad man. His work has been

that of tiie Comanche. „ .. ., v
I am afraid that our scouts knew nothing of the strength of the Yau-

08 R R—VOL XVllI
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kee's ; tbc.y have been relying entirely upon what the citizens tell them,

and now that the blockntle is strict they know nothing. " I hope that

your works are strong on Sound and Holly Stretch road.

Direct to Petersburg.
Very respectfully,

•^

D. H. HILL,
Major- Oeneral.

Heabquaktees,
Ooldsborough, N. C, May 2f , 1863.

[General A. H. Colquitt :]

General : This will be handed you by Major Nethercutt, who has a

battalion of Partisan Rangers on the Upper Trent road.

General Ransom is leaving at a very unfortunate time, as the Yankees

are certainly in large force at New Berne, and neither you nor Cooke

know the country.

You will find Major Nethercutt a very trustful, reliable, and worthy

man. He is thoroughly posted in regard to the country. Major Nether-

cutt has about 500 men". Capt. C. G. Wright is there with a battalion of

300 men. Maj. J. N. Whitford is at Coward's Bridge with some 400 men.

He should be ordered up iu case of an advance upon Kinston. You
can thus bring into battle upward of 5,000 men. General Martin is at

Greenville with two regiments and could be sent for in case anything

serious should occur. He is your senior, and after General Ransom has

left he will be iu charge of this State. Telegraph to me promptly at

Petersburg should there be a serious movement.
Do not attempt to fight farther out than the Southwest. You can

whip any force upon the Neuse and Lower Trent road ; but should the

Yankees swing round on the upper road—the Upper Trent and Wil-

mington road—you may cross over to attack their rear or fall back across

the river. It will never do to fight in the earthworks just over the

bridge.

Have the new bridge finished rapidly ; clear away all the trees on the

other side for at least 500 >ards and have strong batteries and rifle-pits

to protect the bridge. After you have finished the bridge the old

bridge could be destroyed in case of an advance. Those silly works
near the bridge on the other side could then be destroyed, as the Yankees
would use them a« batteries against the town.

I hope that you may have great success iu your new field. Study the
roads and country rapidly.

With great respect,

D. H. HILL,
MajorGeneral.

GoLD«noRouGH, N. C, May 27, 1863.

General R. E. Lee, Comvumfiinf/ Army:
General: I wrote to you two days ago that the information through

the captured mail showed that there were thirty-one regiments in New
Berne and possibly six more, as six others, not mentioned in the Tetters,

were known to be there before the battle of Chaucellorsvdle. I received
your order last night to remove Ransom. My tiiiiisi)ortatioa is very
limited, and it will take three days to get him oft'. I hope that you will

rei)]ace Ransom by one of the shattered brigades, else the railroad can
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be cut iuiil [wssibly AVilmiiifjUMi be takoii. The removal of Kiiiisoiii I
le.sjranl as liazimlous at tbis tiirie unless you move soou. I ro ou to-day
to i'eteisbuig- to be provost-niarsbal there.
As soou as 1 know Avheie Briyadier-Geueral Jeukius is I wiU order

biiii to .loiii Geueral Pickett.
With great respect,

D. H. HILL,
Majoi-- General.

.„ ^- S—I '"^"^e sent yon abont 9,500 on paper, possibly 8,000 effectives.
It tJie partisan cavalry can be called eflectives. I "have received in
retnrn abont 1,500 efiective iqcd, really good and true.

I am much obliged to you for the otter of Brigadier-General Eobertson,
but he has been ouce in this department.

Headqtjaktbks Army of Northern Virginia,
May 28, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding, tfcc, Kinston, N. C. :

General : Your letter of the 25th instant is received. I regret to
hear of the occurrence reported by you, and fear that the regiment
allowed itself to be surprised. I am gratified, however, tliat you drove
the enemy back so promptly to his intreuchments and did all in your
liower to retrieve the disaster.
With reference to the Federal force in North Carolina, I have ob-

served that the department has been divided into three districts, a list

of which, with the names of the commanders, I inclose. The name of
Geueral Foster is not mentioned. He may still command the depart-
ment or he may have been withdrawn. I am at a loss to account for
the troops that have appeared at West Point, unless they came from
North Carolina ; I do not think they were taken from the Army of the
Potomac. All the information received indicates that none have gone
down the Potomac. On the contrary, troops have been reported com-
ing up the river, and Hooker has received re-enforcements since the
late battles. I supposed that the troops at West Point might have
come from North Carolina and that General Foster maybe in command
or that lie will be. The division of the department iuto districts would
indicate that active operations on an extensive scale were not contem-
plated, but rather the occupancy of the country.

I think your view with regard to the letters correct, and that the

writers addressed tliem to their correspondents in ignorance of their

having left North Carolina, a fact that would of course be withheld as

long as ])Ossible from the knowledge of the public.

My letter of the 2oth instant will have already apprised you that I

desire Jenkins to be ordered to rejoin his division at once at Hanover
Junction, and Eausom to proceed to Eichmond, where he will receive

further orders through General Elzey, if it be necessary. The same let-

ter will have advised you that you can retain General Cooke for the

present, until you have better ascertained the enemy's intentions and
made the best provision for the defense of your department.
Wlicu General Longstreet left the south side of the James a consid-

erable amount of transportation r<imaiued, from which Colonel Corley

has directed Colquitt's brigade to be supplied. I thought this better

than to send the transportation he left here, as the distance is great.
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I inclose J Oil a stalciiiciit of the iiitillery on the Blackwater and near
Petersburg.* Tlie JieuAy batteries of Dabney and Snioot arc intended
to operate on tlie rivers and are best for that purpose. I wish you to

send me a report of the Held batteries in North Carolina, aud would be
glad to know whether you have any surplus of good ones.

R. E. LEE,
General.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Eichmond, Va., May 28, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding, &c.

:

General : Your letter of to-day has been just sent me by the Adju-
tant-General, and I learn with some surprise that both Eansom's brigade

aud that of General Jenkins have been ordered from your department
to join General Lee. I received on yesterday a telegram from General

Lee, recommending that Cooke's brigade should be ordered to this city,

and suggesting that in case of need General Beauregard should re-en-

force you. On conference with the President, to whom this telegram
was exhibited, it was resolved before giving a positive order for such
movement to consult you as to its effect on the safety of your command.
General Lee must have concluded this recommendation had not been
complied with when he ordered up Ransom's and Jenkins'. From your
exhibition of the forces of the enemy in' JSTorth Carolina I am of the same
opinion with yourself, that with a knowledge of the facts both brigades
would not have been ordered from you. The best plan will be, as you
have started Eansom's brigade, to send that on and retain both Jen-
kins' and Cooke's, at least until farther communication can be had with
General Lee and his counsel taken on the new aspect presented by
your statement of the enemy's forces in Korth Carolina.

General Lee evidently sujjposes that the forces of the enemy have
been largely withdrawn from both North Carolina and Suffolk and
have been concentrated ou the Rappahannock and at West Point. He
states in his telegram that Foster has been withdrawn, and he presumes
with his force has been sent to one or other of the last-named points.

It will certainly be better that he should have fuller information before
you carry out his instructions fully.

With high esteem, very respectfully, yours,
J. A. SEDDON,

tiecretary of War.

Headquarters District of the Cape Fear,
Wilmington, May 28, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding, &c., Fetersburg :

General : I have your letter, and don't like the news either of Ran-
som's departure or the force of the enemy. What can we do '! Cooke
cannot defend Kinston by himself and I cannot aid him. I should find

hard work to hold Wilmington bj' my force, and he cannot aid me. I

don't think Beauregard can help me now. Do try and get some troops
down here. They will surely make a raid on the railroad as soon as
they learn you are gone, and the scoundrels hear almost everything.

'Not found.
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Tbe Governor is calling back his nesroos, wliicli tronblcs me greatly.
You know I am not yet ready and lia.ve not .yet guns euongb. The labor
of the ])ast two months has been immense.

Very respectfully,

W. U. G. WHITING,
Major-Oeneral.

Special Oedeks, ) Adjt. and Inspector General's Office,
No. 127. I Richmond, Va., May 2S, 1803.*******

II. The Department of North Carolina will hereafter include the De-
partment of Southern Virginia as far north as to embrace the city of
Petersburg and its environs, and including the Appomattox Itiver. All
the troops within this department, thus extended, will be under the
command of Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill. Tlie arrangements for tlic parole
and exchange of prisoners by the Appomattox Eivcr will, as lieretofore,

be under the control of the agent for exchange (Colonel Ould), and the
disposal of the prisoners, after paroled or exchanged, will l)e directed

by the orders of Brig. Gen. [J. H.] AVinder, commanding tlic Depart-
ment of Henrico.

III. Maj. Gen. S. G. French is relieved from the Dei)artment of

Southern Virginia, and will proceed without delay to Mississii)pi, where
he will report for duty to Gen. Joseph E. Johnston.

By command of the Secretary of War:
JNO. WITIIEItS,

Assistant Adjutant General.

EiOHMOND, May 29, 180;5.

General R. E. Lee, FrederieJcshurg, Va. :

General: Hill says he has reported to you as to condition in North
Carolina.

'

To withdraw Ransom's, Cooke's, and Jenkins' brigades is to abandon
the country to the enemy, if last information be correct.

Jenkins' brigade was exchanged for the one which had previously

guarded the approach across the Blackwater, and which is understood
to have gone up with General Pickett.

Ransom has been promote<l, to relieve General French, ordered to

Mississippi
JEFFERSON DAVIS.

Richmond, Va., May 30, 1863.

His Excellency .^rbtjlon B. Vance :

Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

the 2l8t instant, conveying a copy of a letter captured from the enemy,

in which a plan is proi)osed to General Foster for a general insurrec-

tion of tbe slaves on the niglit of August 1, to destroy railroad bridges,

&c. Please accept my thanks for tlie information convoyed.. The mat-

ter has been referred to the special attention of the Secretary of War,

who will communicate a warning to geiu^rals commanding arrjiies in the

field.

JEFFERSON DAVIS.
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Confidential.] IIeadquaeters,
Fredericksburg, May 30, 18C3.

His Excellency Jefferson Davis:

Mr. President: I hope you received my reply to your dispatch of
yesterday.
When in Eichmond I gave General D. H. Hill discretionary instruc-

tions, stating my belief that the contest of the summer would take place
in Virginia, to apportion his force to the strength of the enemy, and send
me every man he could spare. He declined to act under those instruc-

tions and requested positive instrnction.s. He now offers objections

which if previously presented I should not have issued the latter. You
will see that I am unable to operate under these circumstances, and re-

quest to be relieved from any control of the department from the James
to the Cape Fear Eiver. 1 have for nearly a month been endeavoring
to get this army in a. condition to move to anticipate an expected blow
from the enemy. I fear 1 shall have to receive it here at a disadvantage
or to retreat. The enemy will either make a combined movement to
force me back or transfer his army to the James River. If I was stronger
I fliink I could preveiit either and force liim back.
You will perceive by the return of the 20t,h, forwarded to the Adjutant

and Inspector General, the effective strength of the army. If I could use
it altogether or had only to oppose General Hooker's army I should be
content. But my wish has been to organize a force to defend Richmond
against the army apparently collecting on the. York liiver. I can get
no positive information as to its strength. I have no knowledge of the
scouts sent in that direction. General Longstreet when on the Bla«k-
water sent a person to Washington. He could get no farther than
Baltimore. No one but the military was allowed on the cars from
Baltimore to Washington. He said while in Baltimore troops were con-
stantly passing to Washington, said to be Mitchel's, from the West,
going to General Hooker. At Old Point, on his return, he saw some of
Foster's troops, and was informed that Generals Dix, Keyes, and Foster
were at West Point. There were only three companies at Fort Monroe.

I receive this information with some allowance, bnt it may be taken
as evidence that troops are being thrown into Virginia.

I only directed Ransom's brigade to be sent to Richmond; Jenkins'
to Hanover Junction ; Cooke's to wait till movements of the enemy could
he further ascertained.
General Longstreet says Pickett has no brigade in the place of Jen-

Kins'. He had temporarily a brigade formed of two regiments from
General Sam. Jones and two from General Marshall. It was first under
I'ryor and afterward under Colston. Three of the regiments were sent
back to the West; one is still in Petersburg, or rather one that was ex-
changed for it.

This army has been diminished since last fall by the brigades of Jen-
idns, Ransom, Cooke, and Evans. It has been increased by Pettigrew's.
1 consider Colquitt's exchanged for Daniel's. General Hill has retained
m North Carolina a regiment from Pettigrew and Daniel. General
Hooker's army, as far as I can form an opinion, has been increased.

I have given Your Excellency all the facts in my possession to enable
you to form an opinion as to what is best to be done. I fear the time
has ])a.ssed wlien I could have taken the offensive witli advantage. From
llie indications that reach me, the enemy is contem])lat ing another move-
ment. I have not discovered wliatit is. There may be, Jiotiiiug left for
me to do but fall back. General Hill has iii North Carolina Jenkins',
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Davis', Cooke's, Rausoiu's, Clingmau's, and Martin's brigades, a large
amount of field artillery, and tbrec regiments of cavalry; one of the
latter, iu addition to the two sent, lie lias offered to send lue. 1 have
directed him to suspend the execution of the orders from mo and await
orders from the Adjutant and Inspector General.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,

E. E. LEE,
Oeneral.

Headquarters Army of Northern ViRrriwiA,
May 30, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,
Commanding Department South of Jameft :

General : Your letter of May 27 has been received. I telegraphed

to you this morning to suspend the execution of my order of the 25th

instant. The President will give you such orders as he may see tit. I

know nothing of the force in your front, but I attach no im])ortance to

the estimate of the enemy's forces in New Berne based on the captured

mail. These letters only go to show that the writers thought these reg-

iments were iu New Berne at the time they wrote.

One of Longstreet's scouts, in whom ho places some confidence, has

just returned from Fortress Monroe. He reports some of Foster's forces

at that point, and that Fo8t«r, Dix, and Keyes are at Yorktown and

West Point.

From the returns of Pettigrew's and Daniel's brigades the effective

force of the two is 5,844. Two cavalry regiments give 1,008 effectives.

Estimating the third regiment of cavalry at 500, this will give a total

effective of 7,500 sent from your department. Each of the two brigades

is reported to have left: one regiment in North Carolina.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. E. LEE,

General.

Richmond, May 30, 1863.

General D. H. Hill, Petersburg, Va. :

What force can you space to General Lee on the basis of his proposi-

tiou to you ? Wa.s a regiment of Pettigrew's and another of Daniel's

brigade left in your department? What became of the force on the

Blackwater which was substituted by Jenkins' brigade? Did it join

Pickett's division and was it a brigade?
^

S. COOPBE,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, May 30, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding, &c.:

General: I inclose you a copy of a confidential letter just received

from General Lee.* You v/ill perceive he iuiti(!ii)atos a serious eflort

on the part of the enemy by a sudden inroad to possess themselves ot

Richmond, and urges timely preparation. This impression on General

Lee's part aecounts in a mi'.asiin! lor his orders for the reiiioxalof^ops

'

* See Lee to Davis, p. 1078.
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from North Carolina, for he had recommended a brigade, at least, to

be held here.

My latest intelligence from the Peninsula is that the force tliere is not

very large and is thought either to be removing or to be concentrating

atYorktowD. If the design of sudden attack on Eichmond be really

contemplated I think it not unlikely that instead of resorting to the

Peninsula route, on which they have hitherto failed, a sudden advance

from Suffolk by wav of Petersburg may be preferred. It would b&well,

therefore, that you "should keep yourself as well advised as possible of

the movements of their troops in that direction, and it might be advis-

able, quietly but effectively, to accomplish such organization of tlie

arm-bearing population remaining in that city as General Lee recom-

mends here. I shall endeavor to carry out his suggestions m this city;

but of course such force can be little relied on ; and in view of the im-

portance, in every point of view, of defending this city, I shall be com-

pelled to have the aid of one of your brigades. That of Kansom's, a part

of which has already reached and been detained Iiere, had better for

the present be placed here or so near as to be in supporting distance

in case of emergency. I must rely on you to make such dispositions as

you deem judicious to render any other assistance in your power shoukl

it be needed, or at least to give timely notice of any hostile movements
from the south side. I inchne myself to think the enemy have work

enough before them on the Eappahannock to demand all their forces, and

that such intimations as have reached General Lee are intended to mis-

lead. Still, he is very cautious and judicious in forming his conclusions,

and his advice renders every precaution possible incumbent on us.

With high esteem, very respectfully, yours,

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Headquarters District of the Cape Fear,
Wihnington, May 30, 18G3.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding, tfcc, Petersburg

:

General : I will try to put a small force at Magnolia, though it

pinches me. It cannot be possible that Cooke is to leave too. Ean-
som's going is hard, but to stri]> the whole line in the face of tbe large

force in front of us is giving up the railroad. I hope you have repre-

sented the condition of affairs, especially your discovery of the increase

of force at New Berne. The Northern ])apers are full of accounts of the
sending on all the North Carolina troops to General Lee, and urging
Foster to attempt Wilmington, representing that now is the time. No
doubt the rascally blockade runners carry information also. Eecollect
that if they drive Colquitt from Kinston they will also take Goldsbor-
ough, destroy the bridge once more, as they did before, and no aid can
reach me. I can't look for any from Beauregard, who has been depleted
to all he can bear. Please to urge this. It seems to me that one of the
small brigades of the Virginia army might be spared. The risk of strip-

ping this whole line is very great. I don't understand Pemberton's ar-

rangement; never did; but still have great faith and much hojie in

Old Joe. It will be a dreadful disaster to us if Vicksburg is lost.

Very truly,

W. H. O. WHITING,
Major- General.

P. S.—The troops at Kinston, it seems to me, ought to, if beaten back,
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retreat this side the Neuse to mate a jniictioii with me. If the bridgf^
is burned and they separated from me, I could not, should Foster turn
his whole force upon me, hope to save the place, except by a miracle.
However, you will judge of that. I have written to the Secretary.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, May 30, 18C3.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond :

Sir : Though the Department must be aware of the general danger
to which this line is now exposed there are some considerations which
I beg leave to urge without, I hope, impropriety.
Maior-General Hill informs me that he captured a mail from the en-

emy bj- whieh it appears that he has in New Berne thirty-one regiments,
an increase of nine over any previous estimates in our possession. A
very moderate count will give between 12,000 and 15,000 men. Against
this we have but two small brigades ; that is, if General Oooke is under
orders, and I understand he is. The danger which I anticipate is the
destruction of the railroad at Goldsborough, as was done before. But
on the previous occasion I was assisted by General Beauregard to such
an extent that Wilmington was comparatively secure. Should this

recur I cannot expect anything from General Beauregard, wlio has
probably detached, all he can to the West. With the bridges down be-

tween here and Petersburg I could not receive troops from above, and
Foster would be at liberty to concentrate his whole force upon me by
laud. He would not need ironclads, for I would not have force enough
to man jny works. The whole subject of the maneuvering and of the

line of attack has been pointed out and discussed in many previous

communications. I am now only pointing out the dangers that now
threaten, in the hope that you may be able to provide some re-enforce-

ment.
All the Northern dates during this month contain advices of the

stripping of this line to re-enforce General Lee, and urge Foster to

make the attempt on Wilmington while in its present condition and
before the sickly season sets in. My scouts in the front give me the

same information.
In view of the great responsibility which rests upon me I have felt it

my duty to advise you of this state of things and what may possibly

occur here.

I have no doubt that in spite of all my precautions—much more strin-

gent, as I am told, than anywhere else in the country—this miserable

blockade running by private parties furnishes the enemy with all the

information they require.

I respectfully urge the consideration of the above and its reference

to the President.
Very respectfully,

W. H. 0. WHITING,
Major- General.

[iDdorsements. ]

Eespectfully referred to the President.

It is feiired serious hay-ard is run, but I sec no mode to avoid it.

Local organizations, which I will press, are tlic^ only resources at com-

'""''•
,1. A. SI5DDON,

/Secretary of War.
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Secretary op War :

Is this Dot the same information which was before you when discuss-

ing the distribution of troops with General Hill when he was last in this

city '! If the evidence of force at New Berne, &c., has not been sent to
General Lee, it would bo well to forward copies of these letters.

J. D.

June 3, 1863.

Assistant Secretary:
Let copies of these letters be made out and sent with a letter to Gen-

eral Lee, stating that at the suggestion of the President they are sent
for his information and that his attention is respectfully invited to them.

J. A. S.,

Secretary.

Petersburg, May 30, 1863.

General S. Cooper:
All Ave of Pettigrew's regiments and battery have gone to him. Four

regiments, a battalioTi, and battery of Daniel's have been sent, leaving
one regiment behind. I do not know what troops General Jenkins re-

lieved. I could exchange Cooke's for Ransom's brigade.

D. H. HILL,
Major-General.

Richmond, May 30, 1863.
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Petershurp, Va. :

Let one of the regiments come here and retain the other two at Pe-
tersburg.

S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector Gene^'al.

Bureau of Conscription, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., May 30, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Commanding, &c.

:

Dear General : You must have received my letter in answer, to
yours for subterra shells before this. I have instructed Major Cross in
the use of both subterra shells and submarine mortar shells. The lat-
ter, I think, you can get here already cast, and from sad experience at
Charleston in accidentally sinking one of our own vessels, which negli-
gently was suffered to drift upon one of the latter (she sunk in twenty
seconds), no doubt can exist of their efficacy ; and I learn this morning
it was one of the same which sunk the enemy in Yazoo River.

I wrote a book with drawings, &c., and gave it to the President. It
caused him to enter with zest into the schemes, and behold I lind my-
self onsted from my position as su])erintendent of Bureau of Conscrip-
tion and ordered to Vicksburg. I protested, knowing General John-
ston's opinion, but it was no go, and he ordered the Secretary of War
to write the following :

V^AU Dkpartmknt, C. S. a.,

Eiclimoud, Fa., Mail 27, 1863.
General Joseph E. .JoTiN8Tf)N, Commanding :

Gkneral: Bri";. Geu. G. .1. Rains having been detailed for duty in connection with
torx)edoe8 and subterra sbells, has been ordered to report to you. The President has
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confidence in his inventions, and is desirous that they should be employed both on
l:iud and river, if opportunity offers, at Vicksburg and its vicinity. Should commu-
nication allow, you are desired to send him there: but if othorwise, to employ liim in
his devices against the enemy where most assailable in that way elsewhere. All
possible facilities and aid in the supply of men and material for the fair trial of his
torpedoes and shells are requested on your part. Such means of offense against the
enemy are approved and recognized by the Department as legitimate weapons of
warfare.

With high esteem, very truly, yonrs,

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Adieu, my dear general.

G. J. RAINS.
P. S.—A requisition upon Lieut. Col. George W. Eains, at Augusta,

Gil., will get whatever sensitive priming-tubes you want. I went there
and instructed in their make, and they have been furnished Mobile,
Savannah, Charleston, &c., by the thousand.

Richmond, May 31, 18G3.
General R. E. Lee,

Commanding, <fce., near Fredericksburg, Va. :

General : Yours of the 30th was delivered to me last night. Before
it was received General Cooper had sent a dispatch to General D. H.
Hill, which opened the correspondence of which you will find copies*
inclosed.

I had never fairly comprehended your views and purposes until the
receipt of your letter of yesterday, and now have to regret that 1 did not
earlier know all that you had communicated to others. I could hjirdly
have misunderstood you, and need not say would have been glad to
second your wishes, confiding, as I always do, as well in your judgment
as in your information.
The reports in relation to the enemy at West Point are not, I fear,

quite reliable ; but in the uncertainty of the case it had appeared to me
that it might be well to bring up a brigade of General Hill's force and
place it on the south side of James River sufficiently near to the pontoon
bridge to be used in any operations which a movement of the enemy on
the north side might require. The recommendation of General Hill in

relation to Ransom's brigade, though not quite the same, may answer
th% purpose, and I have confidence in the cordiality and alncrity with
which Ransom would meet such requirement. General Hill having
mentioned Cooke's brigade as one which he is disposed to exchange, it

seemed best to order it up and rely upon his supplying its place, at

least partially, by the organization of the various guards and the bat-

talion at Salisbury, which he had asked for authority to embody in his

army. To complete Heth's division without creating complaint on the

part of North Carolinians it seemed to me desirable that there should
be but one North Carolina brigade in it. To observe that condition we
had to choose between Jenkins' South Carolina brigade and Davis', of

Mississippi; as Jenkins had been commanding on the Blackwater and
was supposed to be acquainted with the country, aud Davis was tem
])orarily absent, it was thought for that and minor reasons better to

detach Davis' brigade. If General Hill's force should prove inade-

quate as the season advances we should be able to draw further from
llie troops in South Carolina and Georgia. Mr. Seddon, however,

thinks notiiing more is to be obtained there. Ton will perceive that

no destination is given by the Adjutant-General to the brigades drawn

* Not found.
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from General Hill. Please send your orders to tliis place, so that the

troops may be moved in conformity to your wishes.

By the proposed arrangement you will have lost, without recei^^ng

anything in exchange, the brigade of Evans', as, being able to get no
trace of the troops for which Jenkins' brigade was reported to have
been exchanged, I can only wonder as to what constituted the command
on the Blackwater before the troops from Western Virginia went there.

From the account which General Hill gave of a part of his cavalry, I do
not think you would be benefited by receiving that which he proposes
to send you. He asked for and received conditional authority to dis-

mount a portion of that force.

I note your request to be relieved of the command of the troops be-

tween the James Eiver and the Gape Fear. This is one of the few in-

stances in which I have found my thoughts running in the opposite

direction from your own. It has several times occurred tome that it

would be better for you to control all the operations of the Atlantic
slope, and 1 must ask you to reconsider the matter. I wish I knew how
to relieve you from all anxiety concerning movements on the York or
James River against Eichmond while you are moving toward the north
and west; but even if you could spare ti'oops for the purpose, on whom
could you devolve the command with that feeling of security which
would be necessary for the full execution of your designs ? 1 readily
perceive the disadvantage of standing still, and sorely regret that I can-
not give you the means which would make it quite safe to attempt all

that we desire. That any advantage should have been lost by delay is

sad enough where the contest at best was so very unequal as to give little

room for the exercise of what General Charles Lee called " that rascally
virtue," prudence. I do not know what success we shall have in organi-
zations for local defense, but should it be all that I can hope you know
how far our army will still fall short of the numerical strength of the
enemy. Missouri, Kentucky, the most populous portions of Tennessee
and Louisiana, are contributing nothing to recruit our army. If General
Kirby Smith should have success on the west side of the river he will
soon have a large force by volunteers from Missouri and Southern Louis-
iana. General Johnston did not, as you thought advisable, attack Grant
promptly, and I fear the result is that which you anticipated if time was
given. The last intelligence indicates that Grant's army is concen-
trating on the Yazoo, where he connects with his gunboats and ri-j^r
transportation and threatens the line of communication between JaSc-
son and Vicksburg. The position, naturally strong, may soon be in-
trenched, and, with the heavy guns which he can bring by water, will
require to be reduced by some other means than a direct attack. It is
useless to look back, and it would be unkind to annoy you in the midst
of your many cares with the reflections which I have iiot been able to
avoid. All the accounts we have of Pemberton's conduct fully sustain
the good opinion heretofore entertained of him, and I hope lias secured
for him that confidence of his troops which is so essential to success.

Very respectfully, and truly, your friend,

JEFFERSON DAVIS.

Richmond, Maij 31, 1863.
General D. H. Hill,

Gomdg. Department of North Carolina, Fctershm-fj, Va. :

Genkkal: I have received your dis])ati!]i and letter both, dated 30th
instant. It lias been determined that MnJor-(}cn(>ral llaiiNOiii be ]>ut in
command of the district of your department which includes the Appo-
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raattox and Blackwater, and that his force consists of his former bri-

gade and Jenkins' brigade; Davis' and Cooke's brigades to be detached
from your department and directed to report to General Lee. This
arrangement will take place with least practicable delay, and you will

give the necessary orders. The two regiments of Ransom's old brigade
now here will be directed to report to you at Petersburg for your in-

structions. It is believed and ln>ped that, as this arrangement will

leave yoii live brigades and three regiments of cavalry and such addi-

tional force as you will be able to get from the bridge and provost-

marshal guards and the guard of prisoners at Salisbury, your force

will be equal to the wants of the service in your department. Should
the enemy move up from South Carolina you can in that event be re-

enforced from that quarter.

Very respectfully, &c.,

S. COOPEE,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

KiNSTON, May 31, 1863.

General D. H. Hjll, Commanding:

Geneeax, : There is nothing of special interest to communicate. My
time since my arrival has been spent upon the roads, and I hope to be

thoroughly acquainted with the country soon.

The line of defense along the Southwest is too long as a fighting line

for this small force. Regiments scattered at the different crossings

could not be readily concentrated. On the Keuse and Dover roads we
could resist successfully the enemy's advance, but men could not be

spared for the other roads. If the enemy should advance upon either

of the other roads—that is, the Upper Trent and Wilmington—do you

not think it would be hazarding too much if we should cross over to

assail him in rear without having a force sufficient to check him in

front? If we should whip him it would of course cure any imperfections

in the plan ; but if in the chances of war it should be otherwise the

result might be disastrous. Whatever your skill and experience may
suggest as the best course I shall endeavor to execute with all my
power, and I trust you will give me your views in full and specifically.

The new bridge will be completed in a day or two. Details are at

work on the batteries and rifle-pits. Other details will be made to cut

the roads and fell the timber as soon as the engineer is ready for them.

When the work is done I think the town can be held against a much

superior force. From the most reliable information that I have received

I think that the force in New Berne does not exceed 7,000 or 8,000

effective men. None of the regiments there have yet gone out of serv-

ice. Major Whitford has sent in 10 Yankees captured and 3 deserters.

As he desired to see you on business I have consented that he conduct

them to you.
r i n i <•

If nothing more important demands my attention 1 snail Keep enter-

prises on foot to destroy the railroad bridge or damage the road between

New Berne and Morehead City, and other things that may be harass-

ing and troublesome.
t. *\ ^

For the sake of the country and for my own character 1 trust tnat

no disaster or unpleasant circumstance will occur in this hitherto unfor-

tunate section wliile the responsibility rests upon my shoulders. You

may rest assured that I will exert myself to prevent it.

Verv truly, your obedient servant,
^ ''' A.H.COLQUITT,

Brigadier- Qenfral

,
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Abstract from Monthly Return of the Department of North Carolina, Maj. Gen. I). II. Hill,

commanding, for May 'Al, 1863 {headquarters Peterah^rg, Va.).

Command.

General staff

District of the Capo Fear:
Permanent foice

Clingman's brigatle
Colquitt's brigade
Cooke's brig.'ulo*

Martin's brij^adet
Jenkins' bri^^ade
liansom's brigade!
Davis' brijiade§
TTnattachcd infantry ||

Field artillery outside of the District of the
Ca))e Fear it

Cavalry

Grandtotal 1,549

Present for
duty.

15

153
120
148
153
118
250
182
163
109

2,504
2,085
1,700
2,170
1,905
2,304
2, 885
2,414
1, 453

1,451
920

21, 967

" a
(D 4)

2,537
2,105
1,711
2,198
2, 0'25

2,401
2,897
2,418
1,452

1, 403
940

MTU

17

3, 450
2, 551
"2,077 t

2,638
2. 3HK

;

2,905
i

3, '274
1

2, !>71

1,046

1,078
1.182

22, 149 1 20, 838

17

3,984
3, 328
2, 098
3, 505
2,874

4, 1"0

4,019
3, 4.V)

2, CJ3

1, 9:.l

1,570

tfip 2

3, 019
3,402
2, 893

4,104

*.June 12. Cooke's brisado has joined the Army of Northern Virginia since May 31. Includes
battery attached.
tlDCludes infantry of Martin's brigade and not Sixty-second Georgia Cavalry.
! luclades battery attached ; 149 captured.
^.Tune 12. Uavis' brigade liasjoiued the Army of Northern Virginia since date of lotiiru.

jl Consists of two partisan battalions, provost and prison guards, and garrison at Fort Powhatan.
1[ June 12. One of these batteries moved to Kichmond since date of report.

Abstract from Field Rettirn of troops, Department of Richmond, Maj. (hit. Jnitihl lihry
commanding, for May 'Al, IHti^.

Command.

Erig. Gen. H. A.Wise ....

Brig. Gen. J. J. Pettigrew
(;ol. T. K. Kbett
Lieut. Col. J. M. Maury ..

Capt. S. S. Lee

Grand total

Present for
duty.

197
203
94
24
18

2,333
3,482
1,406

330
281

7,928

2,500
3,030
1,636
307
370

8,533

2,902
4, 089
1, 930

400
429

9,810

3,; ro

4,99'.'

2, 1911

.511

4.'.9

ll,7."il

HEiJJQUARTEBS FOECES ON BlACKWATER,
June 1, 1S(>3.

Maj. Graham Daves, Assistant Adjutant- General :

Major: I have the houor to report everything quiet. There are in-

dications that the enemy contemplate withdrawing from Suffolk. It is

reported that they are fortifying a line with the left on Deep Greek-,

some a or 7 miles this side of Portsmouth, and have been removing their
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heavy gnus, &c., from Sufiblk to that point. Also that they are seuding
away valuables, &c.
The scouts report that a brigade was sent away iu trausports some

five days ago. The Yankee soldiers thought they were goiug to joiu
Hooker.

I hope to obtain more definite information in a few days.
I am, major, with great respect, your obedient servant,

M. JENKINS,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headqxjarteks Maktin's Brigade,
Greenville, June 1, 1863.

Maj. Archer Anderson,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Fetershurg, Va.

:

Major : Colonel Martin writes to me that he has received informa-

tion from a gentleman just arrived from Edentou, N. C, that a cavalry
expedition is being fitted out at that place, destination unknown, and
that all communication from there to Plymouth has been cut ofl". His
informant is a trustworthy man.

Colonel Martin further reports the enemy still fortifying at Plymouth.
General Wessells' full brigade there, supposed to be 2,500 men.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. MAETIN,
Brigadier- General.

Greenville, N. C, June 1, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Petersburg, Va.

:

General : Since writing to you this morning I have heard through

a person employed to collect information from the people on this river

the following

:

On Friday last one steamer loaded with troops came up the river to

Washington ; on Saturday two, also with troops ; one of these was

Foster's boat. During the nights of Friday and Saturday several boats

went down the river; no troops seen. The general impression made on

the people on the river was that they were changing troo])s. Some of

them, however, thought the enemy was re-enforcing preparatory to a

raid. He has been very strict for several days iu not allowing any

communication with Washington.
I am inclined to the opinion that he is organizing a formidable force

at Edenton with a view to Weldon, from Goleraiu or Wintou, on the

Chowan. The Colerain route to Weldon has always been considered

by our people the most dangerous one to us the enemy could take to

approach Weldon.
, ^ ^ t.t ^v.

1 have yet heard nothing of the movement of Moore's battery or JNeth-

ercutt's battalion. Have they been ordered to Bertie?

I think the best disposition to make of Colonel Griffin would be to

place him in command of all the troops l)eyond the Eoanoke. Could

the company of his regiment now at Frauklin be sent to him in Bertie

or Hertford?
, ,, x, t

Please let me know if you intended that I should act on the applica-

tions for leave of officers. I supposed so, from several being returned

to me without indorsement.

I understand General liansom has left the State.

Did you intend by your letters to me that I should assume command
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of all outside the District of Cape Fear, or will you give au order to

tliatettect? lu either case please designate the place you prefer for

headquarters.
I have heard nothing from General Eansom since you left.

(Jommuuicate with me by mail at Tarborough, where a line of couriers

meets the mail. By telegraph I should hear sooner from Goldsborough,

unless it is just in time at Rocky Mount for the Tarborough train, at 7

o'clock in the evening.

1 am, general, yours, with respect,
J. G. MAKTIN,

Brlfjadier- General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
June 2, ISOo.

His Excellency Jefferson Davis,
President of the Confederate Staten, Richmond, Va. :

Mr. President : I have had the honor to receive yesterday your

letter of the 31st ultimo.

I am well aware of the difBculties pressing upon all parts of the coun-

try and of your great anxiety to rehevc tlieui. The question which
seems always to be presented is a wise choice of difficulties.

I think Cooke's brigade had better be halted on the Chickahominy
for the present, and Davis' brigade sent forward to this place to com-
plete Heth's division. I regret to lose Hansom and Jenkins, both good
and tried ofBcers, with veteran trooi)s. As well as 1 now recollect, Pet-

tigrew's brigade was on the line of the BJackwater when the regiments
from the West were brigaded there under Pryor.

Upon the arrival of General Longstreet he made some changes, de-

taching Jenkins, in whom he had conlidence, froai Pickett's division, in

order to place him in command. The Western brigade was placed sub-

sequently under General Colston, and afterward the brigade was broken
u]) and the regiments sent back to Generals Jones and Marshall.

I do not know the condition of the cavalry proposed by General
Hill to be sent to this army. He oifered a regiment and I accepted it,

but if it is of the character described by you it liad better be retained.

I understand there is a good regiment on the BJackwater as regards
men and horses, but it is at present in an unfortunate condition on ac-

count of a difficulty between the colonel and oUicers. If that could be
reconciled they would be very serviceable.

I think it would be better if General Pobertsoii were in command of
the cavalry within the State, as he is a good organizer and instructor,
but General Hill does not appear to recjuire him. J would then brigade
the jSTorth Carolina regiments in this army, under (Jolonel Baker, from
that State, who is said to be a good officer.

1 requested to be relieved from command of the troops between the
James and the Cape Fear Eivers because 1 did not see that I could
advantageously exercise it, but, on the contrary, to continue in it might
be productive of harm. I could only exercise it bcTieficially by relying
upon the judgment of General D. H. Hill, who declined to act upon dis-

cretionary orders, and I thought it best for the service to leave him to
his own discretion. The only object of command, in my opinion, is the
benefit of the service.

1 hope the forces we can place near Itielimond will be able to secure
it against attack from the York or James liiver. The local troo])s of the
city should be organized prouq>t]y and be kept in readiness for service

at au.y moment. With Cooke and Wise advanced, the one to the north
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and the other to the east, under Elzey, v?e will have a sufficient out-

guard, and for the present I will leave Pickett and Pettigrew at the
Junction. If I am able to move I propose to do so cautiously, watching
the result, aud not to get beyond recall until I find it safe.

If a brigade of cavalry under a good officer could be placed north and
east of the city to repress the marauding expeditions of the enemy and
prevent reconnaissances, I should feel it was safe. In case of emer-
gency I think General Hill's troops could be brought up from North
Carolina and be replaced there by some from General Beauregard.

I still hope that General Johnston will be able to demolish Grant, and
that our command ofthe Mississippi may be preserved. The enemy may
be drawing to the Yazoo for the purpose of reaching their transports and
retiring from the contest, which I hope is the case. General Kirby
Smith ought, if possible, to collect a sufficient force and occupy Helena
or some better point on the west bank of the river.

As far as I can ascertain the enemy seems to be quiet in Western Vir-

ginia aud the troops of General Sam. Jones are idle. They could also be
brought to Eichmond or to Eastern Virginia if occasion require it.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

Greenville, N. C, Tuesday, June 2, 18G3—a. m.

Major-General Hill, Petersburg

:

General : I received this morning yours of the 31st. Colonel Griffin

is now in Bertie looking after his picket posts. I will send for him at

once and hope to have him ready to march promptly. Please recollect

that this will leave me entirely without cavalry.

No negro laborers have yet reported. A company of the Seventeenth

is still out for deserters. Would it not be better to return Captain

MacRae to the camp of instruction, to be used for this purpose, and the

company of the Seventeenth take his place at Weldon?
There have been a good many desertions from the Forty-second.

The deserters of that regiment to be shot are here. Shall I send to

Eichmond to the penitentiary the men so sentenced or to Fort Caswell?

I think I could manage the Conscript Bureau, but I did not report my-
self incapable of field service. I can and am willing to stand the in-

creased suffering if it is necessary and whenever necessary.

Very truly, yours,
J. G. MAETIN,

Brigadier- General.

Greenville, June 2, 1863.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hlll,
Gomdg. Bept. of Virginia and N. Carolina, Petersburg, Va. :

General: Your letter of the 29th of May came here today by the

mail about 2 o'clock. I have persons employed trying to get informa-

tion of the enemy's force and movements in and about Washington and

Plymouth. As yet no decided success has resulted.

The horses taken by Griffin and Claiborne were ordered to be returned

some days since. I have not lieard how many, if any, they now have.

I think, however, I can make the arrangement you suggest about using

infantry as couriers, &c., in place of Griffin's men.

Colonel Griffin has been spoken to once about answering your letter;

69 R R—VOL XVIII
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he said lie had prepared an answer which he would soon send, but it

has not come in. I wrote you this morning that he was now in Bertie.

You said nothing about Moore's batterj'. What is to be done with
Griffin's artillery company ? It seems to me a dead waste of horses to

put an artillery company in one of our regiments of cavalry.

Keports in town to-day from the country people on the other side of
the river that tbe enemy is reducing his force in Washington. No fact

mentioned showing this to be the case.

One of the men sent toward Plymouth reported to Colonel Martin to-

day that only three regiments remain in and near Plymouth—Eighty-
eighth Pennsylvania and Ninty-sixth and One hundred and third New
York. The Ninty-sixth is at Warren's Neck, still intrenching there, and
also immediately around the town. It may be necessary for me to keep
one company of Griffin's regiment for some days, whilst I am making the
arrangement for tbe infantry to take their places as cavalry or couriers.

I have sent parties out on the Chowan to try to find out something of
what is going on there. Will keep you informed of everything I hear.

I am, general, very truly, yours,
J. G. MAETIN,

Brigadier- General.

The enemy is evidently increasing his intrenchments at Washington
as well as Plymouth. I infer from this he intends to reduce his force.

Wae Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond, June 2, 1863.
General E. E. Lee, Near Fredericlcsburg :

Eeliable intelligence informs that the enemy have evacuated West
Point, and probably to a great extent Yorktown and Gloucester Point,
and are marching in a column of 2,000 or 3,000 men on both sides of
the Piankatank northwest. This may be meant to cover some move-
ment of Hooker to the Lower Eappahannock, and across or up the
Piankatank, or it may be a mere diversion. You can best judge. I
telegraph the above to the commander at Hanover Junction for his
information.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Headquarters Division,
Taylorsville, June 2, 1863.

Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey, Commanding, &c., Richmond

:

General : I received last night about 12 o'clock a telegram addressed
to the commanding officer at Hanover Junction and from the Secretary
of War, to the effect that a strong cavalry force of the enemy was re-
ported upon reliable authority advancing up King and Queen County,
and to guard the railroad bridges over tbe Mattapony. This being
more in General Pettigrew's line, and he being under your command, at
least so considered by me, I immediately sent a staff officer to com-
municate with him. He placed little or no credence in the report ; said
that he had a cavalry scout already out in the direction indicated; that
all the railroad bridges are guarded. He did not seem to know, however,
anything regarding Milford Depot. I attempted to telegraph Milford to
ascertain what, if any, force was there, but failed. I advised him to
send to Hanover Court-House a guard, but he replied he had no force
to spare. I therefore, considering it important, started one of Arm-
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istead's regiments for that point at 4 a. m. this morning. I suppose,
however, General P. has communicated the steps he may have taken.

I received a telegram yesterday from General Lee to send 8 wagons
and a guard to Newton for bacon. Iknow ofno such place. Telegraphed
immediately to find out what place was meant. As usual from those
headquarters, received no reply. There is a i)lace called Newtown in
King and Queen County ; that may be the one intended. I detailed the
guard, but have not ordered the train off on account of the news of the
cavalry raid. Please communicate with the Secretary of War in regard
to these matters, letting him know what steps I have taken, and tele-

graph me at once should anything have been developed.
I send this by my aide-de-camp, Captain Baird, who will go in on

horseback, neither myself nor staff being allowed to travel on the Fred-
ericksburg cars without an order from General Lee. This circumstance
and its great detriment to the facilities of expediting military move-
ments of importance I have reported three times to General Lee's head-
quarters (first communication two weeks since), but cannot obtain even
the scratch of a pen in reply. It would be well, general, to mention this

fact to the Secretary of War, asking for some authority for you and
myself to communicate directly with each other and by this train. I

sent my assistant adjutant-general down by the Fredericksburg train

the other day on duty and he was summarily ejected at Ashland.
Captain Baird has just returned from a scout to the Rappahannock

and can probably give you some information concerning that portion of

the country. I am under orders to be ready to move at a moment's
notice with three days' rations ; no route indicated.

If there is nothing to prevent it, and you think it not injudicious, I

will come in on the Central train and meet you at your ofQce this even-

ing about 6.30.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. E. PICKETT,
Major- Oeneral.

fludorsemeilts.J

War Department, June 2, 1863.

This paper was forwarded by General Pickett through me to General

Elzey, who requested me to lay it before the honorable Secretary of

War, as he was unable from sickness to see him personally.

Eespectfully submitted,
^

E. E. BAIED,
Aide-de-Gamp.

For conference with General Elzey 3d June, 1863.

J. A. S.,

/Secretary.

South Anna Bridge, June 3, 1863.

[Hon. James A. Seddon:]

The enemy encamped last night at Norman's Ferry, on the Pamunkey,

and are now advancing, I think, to South Anna Bridge. Untd further

developments I shall keep one regiment and one gun at North Anna;

the balance I have concentrated here. I am glad you are sending more

men One more regiment will be enough. Eeports vary as to their

strength from 3,000 to 10,000. My position at South Anna is strong,

and unless the enemv turn me I have no fear. I will do my best.

B. D. HALL,
Colonel, Commanding.
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Petersburg, Va., June 3, 1803.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, C. S. A. :

I hope that I will not be rej^arded as intrusive for again urging that

Eansom be sent to North Carolina.

The political reasons are still stronger than the military. I am sat-

isfied that if the Yankees get on the railroad there -will be an amount of

toryism developed not now dreamed of. Mr. Warren, of Beaufort, one

of the Governor's council, said in a speech in the Legislature that if the

enemy got possession of the railroad it would be time for North Caro-

lina to decide to whom her allegiance was due, the United States or Con-

federate States Government. Holden and his followers are ready to go

to Goldsborough to meet the Yankees and welcome them to the State.

The Forty-second and Seventeenth North Carolina regiments are

large and strong, and I would be willing to give up either of them to

secure Eansom, and I presume either has as many men as his brigade.

Verv respectfully,
D. H. HILL,

Major-General.

Headquarters Forces Local Defense,
Third Line of Defenses, Darhytoicn Road, June 3, 1863.

Maj. T. O. Chestney,
Assistant Adjutant-General, &c., Richmond, Va. :

Major : I have the honor to report that in obedience to instructions

the forces for local defense are distributed on the Charles City, Darby-
town, and New Market roads, viz, about 600 on the former, under Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Brown ; about 600 on the second, under Major Waller;
about 350 on the third, under Lieutenant Minor (Navy). One thousand
of the militia were reported on the way last night, and were directed to
be posted on the Yarina road.
Everything quiet here.

Very respectfully,

G. W. C. LEE,
Brigadier- General.

P. S.—I omitted to mention that there is one boat howitzer on the
New Market road and none on the other two roads of which I have
charge. If there is danger of attack on these roads artillery is neces-
sary.

War Department, C. S. A.,
Richmond, June 3, 1863.

General K. E. Lee :

Information fully confirmed as to the evacuation of West Point and
movement of column of 4,000 or 5,000 of the enemy, flanked by a cir-

cling cavalry detachment, probably as scouts, on the north and west
side, to the Kappahannock, in Essex, near Tappahannock.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.
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Organization of troops in the Department of Virginia, Seventh Army
Corps, commanded by Maj. Oen. John A. Dix, January 31, 1863.

Fort Monroe, Va.

Col. Samuel M. Alfokd.

3d New York, Col. Samuel M. Alford.

Camp Hamilton, Va.

Col. Anthony Coxk.

139tli New York, Col. Anthony Conk,
llth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company C,

First Lieut. Augustus H. D. Will-
iams.

Battalion Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery
(four companies), Maj. Joseph Roberts.

Norfolk, Va.

Brig. Gen. Egbert L. Viele.

99tli New York, Col. David W. Wardrop.
148th New York, Lieut. Col. Georjre M. Guion.
173d Pennsylvania, Col. Daniel Nagle.

19th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Charles Whipple.
llth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company M, Capt. Gerard Eeynolds.
New York Light Artillery, 7th Battery, Capt. Peter C. Eegan.

Suffolk, Va.

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck.

Corcoran's Irish, Legion.
[

Terrijs Brigade.

Brix. Gen. Michael Corcoran. Brig. Gen. Henry D. Terry.

69th New York, Capt. Jasper M. Whitty.
155th New York, Col. William McEvily.
164th New Y'ork, Lieut. Col. James C.

Burke.
I70t]i New Y'ork, Lieut. Col. James P.

Mclvor.

130th New York, Col. Alfred Gibbs.

167th Pennsylvania, Col. Charles A.
Knoderer.

177th Pennsylvania, Col. George B.Wiest-
ling.

Provisional Brigade.

Col. Robert S. Foster.

13th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Cyrus J. Dobbs.
6th Massachusetts, Col. Albert S. FoUansbee.

112th New York, Col. Jeremiah C. Drake.
165th Pennsylvania, Col. Charles H. Buehler.

166th Pennsylvania, Col. Andrew J. Fulton.

7th Company U. S. Sharpshooters, Capt. Joseph S. Arnold.

(1093)
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Unassigned.

1st New York Mounted Rifles, Col. Charles C. Dodge.
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Col. Samuel P. Spear.
Massachusetts Light Artillery, 7th Battery, Capt. Phineas A. Davis.
4th U. S. Artillery, Battery D, Capt. Frederick M. Follett.

4th U. S. Artillery, Battery L, Capt. Robert V. W. Howard.
AVisconsin Light Artillery, 2d Battery, Capt. Charles Beger.

Wisconsin Light Artillery, 4th Battery, First Lieut., George B. Easterly.

YoRKTOWX, Va.*

Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Ketes.

Bu^teed'a Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Richard Busteed.

4th Delaware, Col. Arthur H. Grim-
shaw.

169th Pennsylvania, Col. Lewis W.
Smith.

178th Pennsylvania, Col. James Johnson.
179th Pennsvlvania, Col. William H.

Blair.

Ileserve Artillerij, Fourth Corps.

Lieut. Col. Edward H. Flood.

New York Light Artillery, 8th Batterv,
Capt. Butler Fitch.

1st Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery
E, Capt. Thomas G. Orwig.

1st Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery
H, Capt. Andrew Fagan.

5th U. S. Artillery, Battery M, Capt. James
McKnight.

Unassigned.

172d Pennsylvania, Col. Charles Kleckner.
6th New York Cavalry (3d Battalion), Maj. William P. Hall.

5th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Lieut. Col. William Lewis.
1st New York Light Artillery, Battery F, Capt. William R. Wilson.
Ist New York Light Artillery, Battery H, Lieut. Charles E. Mink.

co:n"ipeukra.tic corrbsfondence. etc.

Headquarters. Petersburg, Va., March 12, 18C3.

His Excellency Zebulon B. Vance, Governor of North Carolina :

Sir: Yonr favor of the 4th instant was received at Wilmington on
the 8tli. The removal of General Pryor from the Clackwater was made
necessary by other movements of troops. I can assure yon and the good
people in whose behalf you write that the change will in no way dis-
parage their interest. The officer now in command on the Blackwater
is one of our most energetic and enterprising brigadiers. I can safely
assure you that yourself and the citizens will be quite well satisfied with
the change after the ofiicer is known. General Pryor's command was
only in this department for the winter. It will soon return to the com-
mand where it properly belongs—Western Virginia. 1 hope that this
may be a satisfactory explanation of the recent change on the Black-
water.

I thank you sincerely for your kind expressions about myself, and
trust that I may be able to fulfill your expectations. We have many
difficulties to contend with, and one of the most serious is the want of
system and order in our transportation. If you can assist us in regu-
lating this, I think that we can promise you important results in our
operations.

* Includes troops at Gloucester Point and Williamsburg, Va.
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It was my intention to have done myself the honor to make you a
flying visit, but I find that I cannot well quit my post.

With the greatest respect, I am, your most obedient servant,
JAMES LONGSTllEET,

Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

General Orders, » Adjt. and Inspector Gen.'s Office,
No. 112.

J Richmond, August 15, 1863.

I. A court of inquiry having been convened at Richmond oa the 29th
of July, 1863, pursuant to Paragraph XVII, Special Orders, No. 170,
Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, current series, to examine into
certain charges preferred against Maj. William Norris, chief of the
signal corps, and having made the required examination, the report of
facts proven, with the opinion of the court thereon, is published for the
information of all concerned.

report of facts.

1. Major Norris was not intoxicated on the 31st of May, 1863.
'I. He did not reveal the alphabet of the signal cordis on the Slst of

May, 1863.

3. The enemy knew, or had opportunity to know, the locality of the
signal stations between City Point and Clairmont before the Slst of
May, 1863, none of which were disclosed to him by Major Norris on
that daj'.

4. The dispatch shown to Captain Mulford by Major Norris was a
private dispatch, conveying a report of successes at Vicksburg.

5. There was no improper intercourse between Major Norris and any
officers or persons in the service of the enemy, on the 31st of May, 1863

.

OPINION.

I. The court is of opinion that the charges in this case have been

loosely made, and without due care and investigation, and should not be
further entertained. The court is also of opinion that the private and
official character of Mnjor Norris remain unaffected by this proceeding.

IJ. The charges, of which Mnjor Norris has been thus fully exonerated

by the court, were made without that consideration which their serious

character demanded, and in a manner that subjects the prosecutor, Lieut.

E. A. Forbes, Second Co:iipany Independent Signal Corps, to the grave

censure of thedepartment. The personal and official character of an offi-

cer is not to be lightly assailed. The accuser will bo held to support his

charges by evidence; and in an especial manner is he required to avoid

creating the impression that the loose, unofficial statements of others

are facts within his own knowledge. The greatest care and considera-

tion should be manifested by those preferring charges, particularly

when the reputation, personal and professional, of a superior is called

in question.

III. The court of inquiry, of which Lieut. Col. George Deas, Adju-

tant-General's Department, was president, is hereby dissolved.

By order

:

^
S. COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector General.



1096 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Chap. XXX.

ALTERNATE DESIGNATIONS OF ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED IN THIS
VOLUME.*

Adams' (ZacharialiT.) Artillery. SeeNortli Carolina Troops, 2dRegiment, BaiteryD.

Alexander's (Aldon) Artillery. See Montgomery True Blues Artillery.

Alexandria Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Alford's (Samuel M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment.

Allen's (L. W.) Cavalry. See Wren's Cavalry.

Allen's (L. M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 6ith Regiment.

Allen's (William A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 5l8< Regiment.

Allis' (James A.) Artillery. See New York Troops.

Amory's (Thomas J. C.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 17th Regiment.

Anderson's (Hiram, jr.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 92d Regiment.

Angel's (James E.) Artilleiy. See Nero York Troops, 3(J Regiment, Battery E.

Annistead's (A. D.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Armor's (David M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, Wist Regiment.

Arnold's (Job) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, bth Regiment.

Arnold's (Joseph S.) Sharpshooters. See New York Troops, 1st Battalion.

Ashby's (George E.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 'id Regiment, Battery E.

Avirett's (John Alfred, jr.) Infantry. See Alahama Troops.

Bachman's (W. K.) Artillery. See German Artillery.

Badham's (William, jr.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate , Zd Bat-

talion, Battery B.

Baker's (John A.) Cav2ilry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3(i Regiment.

Ball's (William B.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 15(/i Regiment.

Barham's (Theo. G.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops.

Barnes' (Calviu) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Barnes' (H. M.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 10th Battalion,

Company B.

Bartholomew's (Walter G.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 27(71 Regiment.

Barton's (.James) Infantry. Sec Massachusetts Troops, 'Ad Regiment.

Beach's (Francis) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, Idth Regiment.

Beger's (Charles) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Battery.

Belger's (James) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery F.

Belknap's (Jonathan S.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 85th Regiment.

Bell's (D) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment.

Bierer's (Everard) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, lllst Regiment.

Blair's (William H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 179(ft Regiment.

Blake's (John A.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Regiment, Heavy.

Blount's (J. G.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Boggs' (Ifrancis J.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, 12th Battalion.

Boughton's (Horace) Infantry. See New York Troops, 143rf Regiment.

Bov^ler's (George) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 4(ith Regiment.

Boyce's (R.) Artillery. See Macbeth Artillery.

Brabble's (E. C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, Z2d Regiment.

Bradberry's (John J.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Bradford's (W. D.) Artillery. See Confederate Guards Artillery.

Bradley's (Thomas) Sharpshooters. See New York Troops, 1st Battalion.

Brady's (H. J.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 177th Regiment.

Branch's (J. E.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Brock-way's (C. B.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regimeiit, Battery E.

Brown's (H. W.) Cavalry. See S. H. Mix's Cavalry.

Bro-wn's (Jack) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 59ih Regiment.

* References are to index followine.
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Brown's (John C.) Infantry. See Enfana Perdiis Infantry.

Brown's (John E.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 42(i Regiment.
Brown's (William E.) Infantry. See i^'CTO York Troops, I68//1 Regiment.

Brown's (W. Leioy) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 5th Battalion, Local Defense
(Arsenal).

Buehler's (Charles H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 165th Regiment.
Buffum's (Martin P.) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, ith Regiment.

Buie's (Duncan M.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.'

Bunting's (S. R.) ArtUlery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Burgwyn's (H. K.,jr.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 26th Regi-

ment.

Burhans' (Charles H.) Infantry. See Neic York Troops, 96th Regiment.

Burke's (James C.) Infantry. See New Tork Troops, 16ith Regiment.

Bumham's (George S.) Infantry. See Connecticut T)-oops, 22rf Regiment,

Burpee's (Thomas F.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 2lst Regiment.

Burroughs' (Edgar) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, i5th Regiment.

Burwell's (Philip L.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Cabot's (Edward C.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, iith Regiment.

Cady's (A. Lester) Artillei-y. See Jay E. Lee's Artillery.

Camden Guerrillas. See Willis B. Sauderlin's Infantry.

Campbell's (David) Cavaliy. See Pennsylvania Troops, 5th Regime;n.

Campbell's (Edward) Infantry. See Pennsyhania Troops, Hoih Regiment.

Cantwell's (J. L.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confedei-ate,51st Regiment.

Cape Fear Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Carroll's (Gray) Artillery. See Strihling's Artillery.

Caskie's (William H.) Artillery. See Bampden Artillery.

Cassel's (John) Cavalry. See S. P. Spear's Cavalry.

Chambers' (John G.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 23d Regiment.

Chambliss' (John R.,jr.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Vith Regiment.

Chesterfield Artillery. See South Carolina Troops.

Church's (George E.) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 11th Regiment.

Claassen's (Peter J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 132d Regiment.

Claiborne's (W. C.) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 7th Regiment.

Clark Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, Rankin's Artillery.

Clarke's (William J.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2ith Regi-

ment.

Clark's (John D.) ArtiUery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery H.

Clopton's (Thomas C. ) Cavalry. See Wren's Cavalry.

Codman's (Charles E.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 45(ft Regiment.

Coffin's (Frederic J.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 8th Regiment.

Cogdell's (D. A.) Infantry. See John N. Whitford's Partisans.

Coit's (J. C.) ArtiUery. See Chesterfield Artillery.

Cole's (George W.) Cavalry. See S. E. Mix's Cavalry.

Comfort's (Felix) Infantry. See Enfans Perdus Infantry.

Confederate Guard Infantry. See Virginia Troops.

Confederate Guards Artillery. See Mississippi Troops.

Conk's (Anthony) Infantry. See New York Troops, 139th Regiment.

Connally's (John K.) Infantry. See Nor.th Carolina Troops, Confederate, 55th Regi-

ment.

Cornog's (George T.) Cavalry. See S. P. Spear's Cavalry.

Crabb's (George W.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery A.

Crosby's (Hiram B.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 21st Regiment.

Crowninshield's (Casper) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment.

CuUen's (Edgar M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 96th Regiment.

Culpeper's (J. F.) Artillery. See Palmetto Battalion, Battery C.
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Cumming's (James D.) Artillery. See Cajie Fear Arlillery.

Cutoming's (Emory) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 2Zd Battalion.

Curtis' (N'. M.) Infantry. See New Torh Troops, 142d Uegiment.

Curtiss' (Carlton B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 58//i Regiment.

Dabuey's (W. J.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Dandy's (George B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, lOOth Regiment.

Darling's (John A.) Heavy Artillery. See Joseph Roberts' JrliUery.

Davis' (Hasbrouck) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 12th Regiment.

Davis' (James E.) Artillery. See Monfgomei-g True Blues Arlillery.

Davis' (Joseph D.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, IG'th Regiment.

Davis' (Phineas A.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 'th Buttery.

Davis' (William W. H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, W-ilh Regiment.

Day's (Joseph M.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, iOlh Regiment.

Day's (Samuel C.) Artillery. See Joseph J. Morrison's Artillery.

De Forest's (Jacob J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 8ltt Regiment.

Denny's (J. Waldo) Infantry. See A. B. R. Sprague's Infantry.

Derrom's (Andrew) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 2bt]i Regiment.

Devane's (W. S.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, dlst Regiment.

Dobbs' (Cyrus J.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, l^th R/giment.

Doby's (James) Cavalry. See Hulcomhe legion.

Dodge's (Charles C.) Mounted Rifles. See New York Troops, 7th Regiment, Cavalry

Dodge's (John C, jr.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 02rf Regiment.

Donoboe's (Michael T.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, Wth Regiment.

Drake's (Jeremiah C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 112tli Regiment.

Drennan's (James M.) Infantry. See A. B. R. Sprague's Infantry.

Duke's (R. T. W.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, idth Regiment.

Durkee's (Charles) Infantry. See Neiv York Troops, 98th Regiment.

Dyer's (Samuel A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 175ft Regiment.

Easterly's (George B. ) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, ith Battery.

Edmands' (T. F.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 2ith Regiment.

Edmundson's (H. A.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 27th Battalion, P. R.
EUiott's (John Thompson) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

EUis' (Andrew J.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Battalion,

Battery A.

ElweU's (Andrew) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 2'M Regiment.

Enfans Perdus Infantry. See New York Troops.

England's (Theophilus L.) Infantry. See New York Troops, Wlh Regiment.
Eru-e's (M. L.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment.
Evans' (P. G.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, oth Regiment.
Ewer's (Barnabas, jr.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, :id Regiment.
Pagan's (Andrew) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery H.
Faison's (Paul F.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, oQth Regiment.
Farrar's (Judson S.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 26th Regiment.
Fauquier Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Fellows' (John F.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 17th Regiment.
Ferebee'a (D. D.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, ith Regiment.
Ferguson's (Alonzo) Infantry. See New York Troops, 15id Regiment.
Fitch's (Butler) Artillery. See New Yorjc Troops, Sth Battery.
Fitz Simmons' (Charles) Cavalry. See S. H. Mix's Cavalry.
Flenmiing's (J. A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 49fA Regiment.
Follansbee's (Albert S.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 6th Regiment.
Follett's (Frederick M. ) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, ith Regiment, Bat-

tery D. ,i_^

Polk's (George N.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 7th Battalion.

Foster's (Robert S ) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Vith Regiment.



Chap. XXX.] ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED. 1099

Frankle's (Jones) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 17th Regiment.
French's (D. A.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

FuUer's (Thomas C.) Artillery. See J. B. Starr's Ariillcnj.

Fulton's (Andrew J.) Infantry. See Pennsi/hatiia Troops, 166th Regiment.
Garden's (H. E. ) Artillery. See Palmetto ArtiUery.

Garrard's (Jeptba) Cavalry. See S. E. Mix's Cavalry.

Garrett's (W. N.) Infantry. See L. M. Allen's Infantry.
Gee's (B. H.) Infantry. Hcn Georgia Troops, mth Regiment.
German Artillery. See South Carolina Troops.

Gibbs' (Alfred) Infantry. See New York Troo2>s, 130th negiment.
Gibbs' (George C.) Infantry. See Korth Carolina Troops, Confederate, 42d Regiment.
Gibson's (A. A.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 2d Regiment, Heavy.
GiUiss' (James) ArtUlery. See Union Troops, Regulars, ^th Regiment, Battery A.
Goode's (J. Thomas) Artillery. See Firginia Troops, Ath Regiment, Heavy.
Graham's (Edwaid) Artillery. See Petersburg Rocket ArtiUery.
Graham's (G. W.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regiment.
Graham's (J.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, latRegt., Bat'y C.
Graham's (\V. A.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment.
Grammer's (W. T.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, bih Regiment.
Gray's (Charles O.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 96lh Regiment.
Gregory's (David E.) Infantry. See New York Troops, Uith Regiment.

Gri£an's (Joel E.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 62d Regiment.

Grimsbaw's (Arthur H.) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 4th Regiment.

Guion's (George M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, U8lh Regiment.

Hall's (E. D.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 46th Regiment.
HaU'a (Newton) ArtiUery. See S. H. Mix's Cavalry.

Hall's (William P.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 6lh Regiment.

Hampden Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Hampton Legion. See South Carolina Troops.

Hargrove Blues, Infantry. See Virginia Troops.

Harris Light Cavalry. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment.

Harris' (Thomas W.} Cavalry. See P. G. Evans' Cavalry.

Harrison's (George P., jr.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 32d Regiment.

Hart's (T. D.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, W4th Regiment.

Hasbrouck's (Henry C.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Bat-

tery L.

HaTurkins' (Rush C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, Olh Regiment.

Ha'OT'ley's (Lonis J.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 10th Regiment.

Haynes' (Thomas W.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 9lh Regiment.

Heckman's (Charles A. ) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 9th Regiment.

Heine's (William) Infantry. See New York Troops, 10:id Regiment.

Hill's Company. Official designation nnkuown. See Captain Hill.

Hill's (James C.) Infantry. See R. T. TV. Duke's Infantry.

Hiller's (Frederick L. ) Artillery. See New York Troops, I6th Battery.

Hinds' (George W.) Infantry. See Neto York Troops, 96th Regiment.

Hitchcock's (George H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 132d Regiment.

Holbrook's (Charles L.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 4'id Regiment.

Holcombe Legion. See South Carolina Troops.

Holland's (W. A.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Hook's (Cornelias, jr.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery C.

Howard's (R. V. W.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Battery L.

How^ell's (John H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery M.

Hovj'ell's (Joshua B.) Infantry. See Pennsyvania Troops, 85<A Regiment.

Hudson's (James, jr.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 8th Regiment.

Humphrey Troop, Cavalry. See John A. Baker's Cavalry.
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Hunt's (Lewis C.) Infantry. See Keio Tork Troops, 92d Regiment.

Jack's (Joseph) Infantry. See Fennsyhania Troops, ISHth Regiment.

Jacobs' (Ferris, jr.) Cavalry. See S. H. Mix's Cavalry.

James City Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, bth Rtgiment.

Jenney's (Edwin S.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Batttry F.

Jocknick's (George F.) Cavalry. See S. H. Mix's Cavalry.

Johnson's (James) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 178th Regiment.

Johnson's (James A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 172d Regiment.

Johnson's (William) Infantry. See New York Troops, 148th Regiment.

Jones' (John A.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, iiih Regiment.

Jones' (John Eicbter) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 58th Regiment.

Jordan's (John V. ) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 31st Regiment.

Jourdan's (James) Infantry. See New York Troops, loHth Regiment.

Keese's (Oliver, jr.) Infantry. See Neir York Troops, 118ih Regiment.

Kenan's (Thomas S. ) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 43d Regiment.

Kennedy's (T. J.) Artillery. See Netv York Troops, '3d Regiment.

Kilpatrick's (Judson) Cavalry. See Neiv York Troops, 2d Regiment.

King's (Reuben V.) Infantry. See Neto Yoi-k Troops, H5th Regiment.

Kleckner's (Charles) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 172d Regiment.

Kleinz's (Christopher) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 5(A Regiment.

KnoderSr's (Charles A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 167th Regiment.

Kurtz's (John) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 23d Regiment.

lamb's (John C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, nth Regiment.

Lane's (James S.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Lechler's (A. A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 176lh Regiment.

Ledlie's (James H.) Artillery. See Neio York Troops, 3d Regiment.

Lee's (Francis L.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 4ith Regiment.

Lee's (Horace C.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 27th Regiment.

Lee's (Jay E.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 2ith Battery.

Lee's (John C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, d^th Regiment.

Leggett's (Robert) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 10th Regiment.

Leventhorpe's (C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, Uth Regiment.
Lewis' (George W.) Cavalry. See Neio York Troops, 3d Regiment.

Lewis' (W. B.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 10th Battalion,

Company J.

Lewis' (William) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 5th Regiment.
Littleton's (John K.) Cavalry. See Wren's Cavalry.

Logie's (William K.) Infantry. See New York Troops, lilst Regiment.
Lyman's (Luke) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 27th Regiment.
Lyon's (C. A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regiment.
McAfee's (L. M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 49th Regiment.
Macbeth Artillery. See South Carolina Troops.

McBryde's (M. H.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.
McCandless' (William G. ) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 5th Regiment.
McCauley's (C. M. T.) ArtiUery. See Norlli Carolina Troops, Confederate, 10th Bat-

talion, Company C.

McChesney's (Joseph M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union. Ist Regiment.
McClees' (N.) ArtiUery. See J. W. Moores Artillery.

McConihe's (John) Infantry. See Neio York Troops, imth Regiment.
McDevitt's (Martin) ArtUlery. S^e, John F. Vallee's Artillery.
McEvily's (William) Infantry. See New York Troops, l^th Regiment.
Mclntire's (A.) Cavalry. See P. G. Evans' Cavalry.
Mclvor's (James P. ) Infantry. See New York Troops, ViOth Regiment. .,,,

McKibbin's (David B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, \58th Regiment.
McKnlght'8 (James) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery M.
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McMabon'a (James P.) Infantry. See Xew York Troops, l&ith Segimeni.

McMahon's (J. J.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 63(J Regiment.

McNary's (William H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 158(/i Eegiment.

Macon Artillery. See Georgia Troops.

Macon's (M. C.) Artillery. See Richmond Fayette Artillery.

MacRae's (A.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Madison Light Artillery. See Mississippi Troops.

Magruder's (John Bowie) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, With Regiment.

Mallett's (Peter) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Manchester's (H. A.) ArtUlery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Marine Artillery,

Marshall's (J. K.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 52d Regiment.

Martin's (S. Taylor) Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Martin's (W. F.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 17th Regiment.

Maz-well's (Wilson C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, lOSd Regiment.

Mercer's (William E.) Artillery. See William J. Riggs' Artillery.

Merriman's (T. Adams) Infantry. See New York Troops, 92d Regiment.

Mink's (Charles E.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery H.
Minor's (R. D.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 4th Battalion, Local Defense (Naval),

Mitchell's (B. B.) Cavalry. See S. J'. Spear's Cavalry.

Mis's (John) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment.

Miz's (Simon H.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 'id Regiment.

Mizell's (Jonathan T.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regiment.

Moise's (E. W.) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, 7th Regiment.

Montgomery True Blues, Artillery. See Alabama Troops.

Moore's (A. C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, '29t/i Regiment.

Moore's (A. D.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regt., Bat'y E.

Moore's (J. G.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 'id Battalion, Bat-

tery C.

Moore's (Julius W.) Cavalry. See John A. Baker's Cavalry.

Moore's (J. W.) Artillery. Hee North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Battalion.

Morris' (David B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, lolst Regiment.

Morrison's (Joseph) Infantry. See New York Troops, 89to Regiment.

Morrison's (Joseph J.) Artillery. See New York Troops, Zd Regiment, Battery B.

MoBchell's (John F.) Cavalry. See S. M. Mix's Cavalry.

Moaeley's (E. F.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, 1st Regiment.

Mnrchison's (Alexander) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Regt.

Murphy's (Mathew) Infantry. See New York Troops, 182d Regiment.

Murray's (Albert M.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5(/i Regiment, Battery A.

Nagle's (Daniel) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 173d Regiment.

Nelson's (William B.) Cavalry. See Thomas Legion.

Nethercutt's (J. H.) Rangers. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 8th Battalion^

Newkirk's (Abram F.) Cavalry. See John A. Baker's Cavalry.

Nichols' (J. W.) Cavalry. See J. R. Griffin's Cavalry.

melds' (Benjamin) Artillery. See Delaware Troops, 1st Battery.

Norfleet's (Hamlin) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Norfolk Blues, Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Nyce's (John) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 17ith Regiment.

Onderdonk's (Benjamin F.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 7th Regiment.

O'Neil's (John) ArtUlery. See William J. Riggs' Artillery.

Orvsrig's (Thomas G.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery E.

Osbo'm's (Francis A.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, )Hth Regiment.

Osbom's (Thomas O.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 'S9th Regiment.

Otis' (John L.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 10th Regiment.

O'wens' (W. A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 53d Regiment.

Page's (P. E-) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 26th Regiment.
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Palmetto Artillery. See South Carolina Troops,

Palmetto Battalion Artillery. See Sovth Carolina Troops.

Palmetto Sharpshooters. See South Carolina Troops.

Pardee's (Benjamin S.) Infantry. See Conuecticut Troops, ICth Eegiment.

Paris' (Andrew B.) Artillery. See Staunton Hill Artillery.

Pasquotank Guerrillas, Infantry. See Elliott's Infantry.

Paiton's (Alexander G.) Cavalry. Sec Neiv York Troops, 7th Segiment.

Pease's (William K.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 117th Regiment.

Peirson's (George H. ) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 'Ah Segiment.

Perkins' (Eliaha A.) Cavalry. See John A. Baker's Cavalry.

Petersburg Rocket Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Pickett's (Josiali) Infantry. See MatsarMuseti s Troops, 25th Eegiment.

Plaisted's (Harris 51.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, \lth Regiment.

Poage's (Thomas) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 50lh Regiment.

Pollock's (W. K.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery C.

Pond's (Francis B.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, (J2d Regiment.

Pond's (Nathan P.) Cavalry. See iS. U. Mix's Cavalry.

Pool's (Stephen D.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment

Porter's (Francis E.) Infantry See Massachusetts Troops, 8th Regiment.

Potter's (Edward E.) Infantry. See Nortli Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regiment.

Preston's (William C.) Artillery. See South Carolina Troops.

Kadcliffe's (J. D.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 61st Regiment.

Handolph's (John) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment.

Rankin's (R. G. ) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Ransom's (Alfred) Artillery. See Neto York Troops, 2'id Battery.

Ransom's (M. W.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, S5th Regiment.

Raulston's (William C.) Infantry. See Neto York Troops, 8lst Regiment.

Regan's (Peter C.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 7th Battery.

Seid's (Thomas M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 182d Regiment.

Reilly's (James) Artillery. See Rowan Artillery.

Reinhart's (H. W. ) Cavalry. See John A. Baker's Cavalry.

Reynolds' (Gerard) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Regiment

Rhett's (A. Barnet) Artillery. See South Carolina Troops.

Richardson's (C oil u) Cavalry. See -S. if. Mix'? Cavalry.

Richmond Fayette Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Richmond's (Silas P.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 3d Regiment.

Richter's (Henry M.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 25(A Regiment.

Riggs' (William J.) Artillery. See New York Troops, '3d Regiment, Battery H.
Ringold's (Benjamin) Infantry. See Neio York Troops, 103d Regiment.

Ripley's (Edward H.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 9th Regiment.

Roberts' (Joseph) ArtlUery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Regiment, Heavy.
Roberts' (W. Dewees) Cavalry. See S. P. Spear's Cavalry.

Robertson's (J. R.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 32d Battalion.

Rodgers' (Andrew J.) Cavalry. See J. E. Robertson's Cavalry.

Rogers' (S. H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, i7th Regiment.
Rowan Artillery. See North Carolina Troops.

Ryerson's (Henry O.) Infantry. See Neiv Jersey Troops, 10th Regiment.
Sauderlin's (Willis B.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Sanders' (Enos C.) Infantry. Sea North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regiment.
Sanders' (Horace T.) Infantry. See H^isconsin Troops, 19th Regiment.
Schultz's (Carl) Artillery. See Chades Beyer's Artillery.

Shaw's (H. M.) Infantry. See jS'orth Corolina Troops, Confederate, 8lh Regiment.
, ,

Shingler's (W. P.) Cavalry. See Holcomhe Legion.

Shurtleff's (William S.) Infantry. See Mas-achnsetts Troops, iGth Regiment.

Slaten's (C. W.) Artillery. See Macon Artillery.
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Sikes' (J. H.) Cavalry. See W. C. Claiborne's Cavalry.

Simpson's (John G.) Artillery. See Pennaylvauia Troops, Ut Segiment, Batiery A.
Simpson's (Thomas) Artillery. See James Belger's Artillery.

Sisson's (Henry T.) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, Hth Segiment.

Small's (Nathaniel W.) Signal Corps. See Confeierate Troops.

Smith's (Benjamin G.) Cavalry. See John A. Baker's Cavalry.

Smith's (Lewis AV.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 169th Jtegiment. -

Smoot's (D. L.) Artillery. See Alexandria Artillery.

Spear's (Samuel P.) CavaOry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Uegimenl.

Spragne's (Augustus B. E.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, blst Eegiment.

Stahl's (William H.) Artillery. See New York Troops. 19th Battery.

Stark's (A. W.) Artillery. See Armistead's and French's Batteries.

Starr's (J. B.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 9d! Iteyt., Bat'y B.

Staunton Hill Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Stedman's (Griffiu A., jr.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 11th Regiment.

Stevens' (Aaron F. ) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 13(/i Regiment.

Stevens' (C. H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 2ilh Regiment.

Stevenson's (John S.) Artillery. See Joseph Roberta' ArtiUei-y.

Stevenson's (Robert H. ) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 2ith Regiment.

Stewart's (Charles H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 'id Regiment.

Stone's (Henry M.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment.

Storer's (Jacob J.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 13th Regiment.

Stribling's (Robert M.) Artillery. See Fauquier Artillery.

Sturdivant's (N. A. ) Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Swindell's (Edward S.) Rangers. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Tabb's (William B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, ^9lh Regiment.

Tait's (George) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Taylor's (Alexander W.) Infantry. See Pennsyhania Troops, 101st Regiment.

Tevis' (C. Carroll) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, Ath Regiment.

Tew's (George W. ) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 5th Regiment.

Thomas' ( George W. ) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery I.

Thomas' (W. H.) Legion Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Thorp's (Thomas J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 130th Regiment.

Tolles (Samuel) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 15tA Regiment.

Trigg's (Robert C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Mth Regiment.

Trozel's (Elias S.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 158th Regiment.

tjpham's (Charles L.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 15th Regiment.

Vallee's (John F.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, ith Battery.

Van Wyck's (Charles H.) Infantry. See New York Troops,5()th Regiment.

Voris' (A. C.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 67th Regiment.

Vought's (Philip G.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 12th Regiment.

Wall's (John) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Batiery G.

•Wallace's (G. A.) Infantry. See TT. B. Tabb's Infantry.

Waller's (Richard P.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 2d Battalion, Local Defense

(Quartermaster's Department).

Ward's (George) Artillery. See Madison Light Artillery.

Ward's (John E.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 8th Regiment.

Wardrop's (David W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 99th Regiment.

Washington's (J. A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 50th Regt.

Waties' (John) ArtiUery. See Palmetto Battalion, Battery B.

Wead's (Frederick F.) Infantry. See Neiv York Troops, 98th Regiment.

Webb's (Louis H.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Webb's (W. W.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 10th Regiment.

Wellman's (Abijah J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 8bth Regiment.

Wlieelan's (James N.) Cavalry. See Charles C. Dodge's Cavalry.
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Wheeler's (John J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, !J6/7i Jiefiimeiit.

Wheeler's (S.J.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederale, 12(/i Battalion.

Whipple's (Charles) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 19</t llegiment.

White's (Alvin) Infantry. See New York Troops, ll7th Regiment.

White's (David B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 8Ui Regiment.

WTiitford's (John N.) Partisans. See J\"o)-//i Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Whitney's (Stephen) Artillery. See Frederick M. Follett's Artilhry.

Whiton's (John C.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 43d Regiment.

Whitty's (Jasper M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 60th Regimi nt.

WiestUng's (George B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 177fh Regiment.

Wilkins' (Edward) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Eastern

Shore Home Guards.

Williams' (Augustus H. D.) Cavalry. See Rennsylrania Troops, lllh Regiment.

Williams' (Robert) Cavalry. See Massaehnsetis Troops, ist Regiment.

WUlson's (John M.) Cavalry. See S. II. Mix's Cavalry.

Wilson's (William R.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery F.

Winans' (Ira) Infantry. See Nen' York Troops, ^'Jth Regiment.

Woodford's (Stewart L.) Infantry. See New York Troops, li'th Regiment.

Wren's (John F.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 40th Battalion.

Wright's (C. G.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Wright's (S. T. ) Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Wyatt's (James W.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Toung's (W. L.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 10th Battalion.

Zabriskie's (Abram) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 0th Regiment.
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Brigades, Divisions, Corps. Armies, and improvised organizations are "Mentioned" under name of
commanding officer ; State and other organizations under their offieialdesignation. {SeeAltematt
Designations, pp. 1096-1104.)

Page.
Abandoned and Captured Property. See Eefugtes, Freedmen and Alandoned

Lands.

Abbitt, G. 'W. Mentioned 342
Abercrombie, John J. Mentioned... 271,323,372,608
Absentees. Communications from

Davis, Jefferson 1053

HiU, D. H 1052

Lee, Robert E 1066

North Carolina, Governor of 821,860,928

A. C. Broderick, Sloop. Mentioned 431,437

Ackerly, Albert J. Mentioned 140

Adams, Thomas. Mentioned 880

Adams, Zachariah T. Mentioned 34,1049

Adjutant-General's Office, TT. S. A.
Correspondence with Innis N. Palmer 578,589

Orders, General, series 1862 : No. 214, 492.

Orders, General, series 1863 : No. 88, 580.

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A.
Correspondence with

Beauregard, G. T 817,826,833,1031

Elzey, Arnold 1058

Evans, N. G 114

French, Samuel G '. 773,846,861,864,873,1028

Hill, A. P 888

HiU, D. H 1028,1032,1034,1061,1067,1079,1082,1084

Lee, EobertE 875,1028,1029,1034

Longstreet, James 895,

900, 907, 909, 913, 914, 918, 927, 930, 1029, 1032, 1034, 1037

Martin, W. F 851

Milligan, J. F 741

Morris, W. S 958

Pickett, George E H84

Eichmoud Press 958

Whiting, W. H. C 848,913,922

Winder, J. H 931

Orders, General, series 1862 : No. 69, 748.

Orders, General, series 1863 : No. 34, 953 ; No. 112, 1095.

Orders, Special, series 1862: No. 211, 743; No. 262, 770; No. 288, 793;

No. 298, 807.

Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 32, 872; No. 44, 889; No. 99, 1020; No.

116, 1062; No. 122, 1070; No. 127, 1077.

Aiken, Mr. Mentioned 456

(1105)
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Alabama (290), C. S. S. Mentioned 453,834

Alabama Troops. Montioned.

Artillery, 'Light—Batteries : Montgomery True Blues, 190, 191.

Infantry

—

Companies: Avirett's, 154,508. Regiments: 4tli, 782; 44th, 336,

337, 637 ; 48th, 338.

Albemarle, District of the. (Union.) See North Carolina, Department of.

Alden, Alonzo. Mentioned 272, 295

Alert, Steamer. Mentioned 241

Alert, U. S. S. Mentioned 276,595,611,617,662

Alexander, Schooner. Mentioned 437

Alexander, Aldon. Mentioned — 191

Alexander, Barton S. Mentioned - 373

Alexander, E. P. Mentioned 947

Alexander, John M. Mentioned 18

Alexander, 'W. T. Correspondence with Engineer Department, C. S. A 928

Alford, Samuel M. Mentioned 411,

441, 442, 467, 468, 486, 494, 499, 532, 546, 574, 675, 677, 733, 736, 1093

Alida, Steam Tug. Mentioned 242

Alleghanian, Ship. Mentioned 554

Allen, Acting Master. Mentioned 14

AUen, li. M. Mentioned 853,867,893

Allen, Richard J. Mentioned 364, 365

AUen, W. A. Mentioned 1020

Allen, William. Mentioned 70

Allen, William A. Mentioned 117-119

Allgood, Horace. Mentioned 880

A His, James A. Mentioned 71,72

AlUaon, Steamer. Mentioned 58,105,106,172,181,182,223,224,229,237,646

Ames, J. F. Mentioned 351

Amory, Thomas J. C.

Correspondence with

Foster, John G 527

Moschell, John F 27

Mentioned _ 21,26,

27, 54-57, 66, 81, 85, 127, 129, 130, 186, 237, 246, 248, 251, 252, 343, 345, 346,

349, 351, 365, 378, 402, 411, 468, 500, 524, 533, 548, 577. 598, 665, 666, 678, 736
Eeports of

Goldsborongh, N. C. Operations Dec. 14-17, 1862, during expedition to. 75
New Berne, N. C. Demonstration on, Nov. 11, 1862 24

Anderson, General. Mentioned 435
Anderson, Archer. Mentioned 986

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see D. H. Hill.

Anderson, Fort, N. C. Attack on, March 14, 1863.

Communications from
Anderson, Hiram, jr 185
Barstow, Nathaniel S 172
Foster, J. G Ig5

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army 170-172,184,186,193,194
Eeports of

Barstow, Nathaniel S I35
Pettigrew, J. J Igg
Taylor, David A

^ I84
See also

March C-10, 1863. J\'cw £erne, lY. C. Expedition from. Seports of
Flicker, Joseph. Taylor, David A.
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. . _ Page.
Anderson, Fort, N. C. Attack on, March 14, 1863—Continued.

See also

March &-16, 1863. NewBerne, N. C. Expedition against. Seporta oj

Foster, John G. Hill, B. H.
Haskell, John C. Pettigrew, John J.

Anderson, G, T. Mentioned 268, 605, 607, 632, 690, 915, 917, 1033
Anderson, Hiiam, jr.

Correspondence Tvith John G. Foster ,... jgs
Mentioned 100,172,184-186,500,577

Anderson, John F. Mentioned 512 5cJ5

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Benrj/ TV. Wessells.

Anderson, Richard H. Mentioned 488
Andrew John A. Mentioned 391 395 451
Andre'ws, 'Williain G. Mentioned 849
Andrews, William S.

Mentioned 258
Report of expedition from Yorktown, Va., April 1, 1863 257

Angel, James R. Mentioned 64,65
Annie L. Edwards, Schooner. Mentioned 223 224 242
Antioch Church, Va. Skirmish at. May 23, 1862. See Norfolk and Pelns-

burg Railroad, Va. Operations on the, May 15-28, 1863.

Arago, Steamer. Mentioned 47O

Armfield, R. P. Correspondence with Governor of North Carolina 886

Armistead, A. D. Mentioned 920

Armistead, L. A. Mentioned 385,915,917,929,1038,1090

Armor, David M. Mentioned 181, 500

Arms, Ammunition, etc. Supplies of. See Munitions of War.

Army Corps, 7th, Department of Virginia. Orders, General and Special.

See Virginia, Department of.

Army Corps, 9th.

Boruside, Ambrose E. , resumes command of 539

Composition of Third Division of, left in Department of Virginia 570

Third Division of, transferred to Suffolk, Va 3, 558, 562

Transfer of, to the

Ohio, Department of 3,562-56.5,946,948-950,953,954,956,966

Virginia, Department of 2, 149, 534, 536, 876, 877, 879, 888, 889, 896

Army Corps, 18th, Department of North Carolina.

Brigade and division organization resumed 598, 599

Constituted 492

Foster, John G., assigned to command 492

Orders, General and Special. See North Carolina, Department of. ( Union.)

Aimy Corps, Ijongstreet's. Transfer of, for defense of Kichmond. 2, 876, 880, 882-884

Army Headquarters.
Correspondence with

Barnard, John G 712

Burnside, Ambrose E 491,497,511,537,539

CuUum, George W 712

Dix, JohnA 11,126,285,378,382,384-390,392,393,

395, 396, 398-401, 406, 409, 417, 435, 456, 459-462, 466, 473, 477-479, 482, 487'

488, 490-492, 494, 496, 497, 502, 503, 508, £09, 511, 513, 515, 517, 518, 522, 528,

529, 531, 534, 536, 549, 551, 553, 555, 556, 558, 563, 568, 570, 579, 603, 608, 610,

613, 616-620, 622, 624, 625, 632, 634-636,649, 653, 657, 660, 663, 666, 671, 679,

682, 666-689, 699, 701, 704-707, 709, 711, 717-720, 725-727, 730, 732, 738, 740

Engineer Department, U. S. A 540
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Page.

Army HeadquarterB—Continued.
Correspondence with

Foster, John G 401, 414, 447, 457, 469, 476, 481, 4f9, 490, 520,

524, 530, 533, 53!^, 541, .549, 556, 562, 622, 623, 627, 659, 699, 700, 709, 711, 713

Heintzelman, Samuel P 608,637

Hooter, Joseph 683,709

Keyes, Erasmus D 585-589, 591, 592, 595, 596, 599, 601, 603, 604, 609, 739

King, Kufus 706,708

McClellan, George B 375

Mansfield, J. K. F 3*^5

Naglee, Henry M 607,608

Navy Department, U. S 388

Palmer, Inuis N 012,617,637

Parke, John G 565

Peck, John J.... 391,

472, 600, 605, 606, 610, 614, 619, 620, 626, 632, 653, 667, 684, 692

Totten, J. G 712

Orders, General, series 1862: No. 410, 492.

Orders, Special, series 1862: No. 229, 387; No. 290, 427; No. 394, 482;

No. 414, 494.

Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 125, 563; No. 136, 567; No. 190, 659;

No. 200, 680 ; No. 249, 740.

Review of report of Board of Army OfScers on defenses of Yorktown, Va. . 381

Army Transportation. Supplies of. See Munitions of War.

Arnold, H. N. T. Mentioned 515

Arnold, Job.

Mentioned 83, 378

Report of expedition from New Berne, N. C, Nov. 1-12, 1862 23

Arnold, John S. Mentioned 1093

Arnold, Joseph S. Mentioned 734

Arrow, Steamer.

Capture of the. May 15, 1863.

Communications from

Peck, John J 722

Stratton, Franklin A.« 356

Vielc, Egbert L 356

Wessells, Henry W 355

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army 355

Reports of

Porter, Francis E 355

Roberts, W. Dewees 356
Mentioned 355,356,731

Arctic, C. S. S. Mentioned 820,863
Ashby, George E. Mentioned 64
Ashland, Va. Skirmish at. May 3, 1863 3

A. S. Pearcy, Schooner. Mentioned 402
Averell, "W. W. Mentioned 332
Avery, William B. Report of affair near Shiloh, N. C, Sept. 20, 1862 14
Avirett, John Alfred, jr. Mentioned 508
Ayletf s, Va. Skirmish at, May 5, 18G3. See King to Ealhck, p. 708.

B . Mentioned 1022
Babcock, Charles A. Mentioned 357,417,425,427,432,699
Babcock, Courtlandt G. Mentioned 100
Babcock, O, E. Mentioned 565
Bailey, D. J. Mentioned 499
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Page.

Bailey, John L. Mentioned 881

Baily, G-eorge 'W. Mentioned 44

Baird, E. R.

Correspondence yrith War Department, C.S 1091

Mentioned 1091

Baker, Horace P. Mentioned 62,171,217

Baker, John A.
Correspondence with W. H. C. Whiting 821,844,850,851,858

Mentioned 70,114,564,851,913,963,1037,1039

Baker, L. S. Mentioned 1088

Baker, "William N. Mentioned 62

Ball, William B. Mentioned 777

Ball, Wilson F. Mentioned 100

Banks, Nathaniel P. Mentioned 37, 108, 393, 459, 464, 482, 487, 468, 490, 790, l-'Jl

Barber's Cross-Roads, Va. Skirmish at, May 23, 1863. See Norfolk and Pe-

tereburg Saihoad, Va. Operations on the. May 15-28, 1863.

Barbour, "Will M. Mentioned 961

Barker, Thomas. Mentioned 44

Barksdale, R. Mentioned 896

Barnard, John G.

Correspondence with Army Headquarters 712

Mentioned '^1'-^

Barnes, Mr. Mentioned ." 144

Barnes, David A. For correspondence, etc., see North Carolina, Governor of,

Barney, Commodore, U. S. S. Mentioned .... 277, 278, 306, 319, 425, 639, 660, 672, 702

Barreda, Federico L. Mentioned 423

Barrington, Stephen G. Mentioned 951,1023

Barrows, A. L. Mentioned 944,945

Barsto'nr, Nathaniel S.

Correspondence with John G. Foster 1"^

Mentioned - 61, 170-172, 184, 185

Report of attack on Fort Anderson, N. C, March 14, l^n:; 185

BartholomeTw, "Walter G.

Mentioned 145-147,640,736

Report of demonstration on Plymouth, N. C, March 10-13, 1663 199

Bartlett, George "W. Mentioned ^7,368

For correspondence as Acting Assistant Adjutant-Geueral, see H. C. lee.

Barton, James.

Mentioned

Report of expedition toward Kinston, N. C, April 16-21, 1863 238

Bassett, Samuel. Mentioned "^'^

Batchelder's Creek, N. C.

Expedition from, Feb. 12-13, 1863.

Inventory of Ordnance, etc., captured at Sandy Ridge, N. C 155

Reports of John Richter Jones 1^3. 1="*

Skirmishes at.

Feb. 10, 1863
^

May 23, 1863. See Kinston, N. C Demonstration on. May 20-23, 1863.

Baughman, Charles. Mentioned 67

Bayley, Samuel H. Mentioned

Baylor, Thomas G.

Correspondence with
_; .T} 664
Johnson, A. B
Ordnance Department, U. S. A

Vo'c'rcA Irt
., ^. , 482,664,667
Mentioned
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Beach, Francis. Mentioned 277,294,312,575,735

Beatty, Miller. Mentioned 358,722

Beaufort, District of. (Union.) See North Carolina, Department of.

Beaumont, Eugene B. Mentioned 632

Beauregard, G. T.

Correspondence witb

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 817,826,833,1031

Fraser, John, & Co 781,783

Hill, D. H 892,1007,1012,1017,1021,1030,1036

Longstreet, James 905

Mercer, H. W 817

Pryor, Roger A 790

Smith, Gustavus W 806,813,825,833,836

Walker, W. S 1013

War Department, C. S 799,811-813,816,822,1012,1013,1017

Whiting, W. H. C 780,791,805,806,816,821,822,825-

827,833, 836, 838, 839, 842, 850,871,875, 881,1011, 1012, 1017, 1035, 1058

Mentioned . . . 107, 108, 210, 740, 790, 799, 802-804, 812, 815, 816, 830, 832, 833, 844, 849,

858, 864, 867, 668, 871-873, 875, 876, 882, 892, 897, 907, 908, 911, 912, 926, 962,

972, 977, 979-982, 987, 998, 1014-1017, 1022, 1032, 1052, 1076, 1080, 1081, 1089

Beaver Dam Church, Va. Sljirmish at, Dec. 1, 1862 2

Beckham, R. F. Mentioned 742,768
Beecher, Henry B. Mentioned t 280
Beecher, Lina. Mentioned 72, 221
Beegle, Daniel F. Mentioned 97,102
Beger, Charles. Mentioned 302,303,576,734.1094
Behm, Charles F. "W. Mentioned 45,47,259
Belden, Nathan A. Mentioned 322
Belger, James. Mentioned 22, 23, 64, 65, 83, 246, 251, 252, 469, 501, 578, 737
Belknap, Jonathan S. Mentioned 577 737
BeU, Mr. Mentioned igg
Bell, D. Mentioned ___ 750 733
BeU, William F. Mentioned 914
Belo, A. H. Mentioned _ 338-340
Belvidere, Steamer. Mentioned 442 490 501 502
Benbow, H. L. Correspondence with W. H. C. Whitiuw 873
Bender, "W. G.

Correspondence with Engineer Department, C. S. A 757
Mentioned .^r^g .^gj

Benjamin, Judah P. Mentioned 10,')6

Benjamin, Samuel N. Mentioned 5g5
Benning, Henry L. Mentioned 687,688,690,692,1044
Benson, Harvey W. Mentioned 258
Benson, Leon. Mentioned 257 158
Bernard, Mr. Mentioned 4go
Berry, Major. Mentioned g54
Bice, Augustus G. Mentioned 200
Bierer, Everard. Mentioned 240,242,249,578,737
Biggs, Herman. Mentioned 259 457 5^2
Big Swift Creek, N. C. Sliirniish at, April 19, 1863. See Itinerarij Ui Bri-

gade, bth Division, 18th Army Corps, p. 254.
Bircham, Henry. Mentioned 294
Birchmeyer, Paul. Mentioned 63 66 67
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Blackwater, Va. •^**^°-

Expedition toward the, Jan. 8-10, 1863. Report of Samuel P. Spear 125
Eeconnaissances to the, Dec. 8-12, 1862.

Communications from

Dix, John A 469,473,479
French, Samuel G 45
Peck, John J 41,42,469,477-479

See also Dix to Halleck, p. 466.

Co-operation of Navy, U. S-.-with Army 40-42
Reports of

Dix, John A 37_38
Peck, John J 38-40

Sikes, J. H 43
Skirmishes at and on the.

Oct. 3, 1862.

CommunicatioDS from John J. Peck 414
Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army 15, 18, 19

Reports of

Dix, John A 15, 16

Marshall, J. K 18

Peck, John J 16,17

Oct. 29, 1862 1

Dec. 2, 1862.

Communications from John A. Dix 470

See also Peck to Halleck, p. 472.

Reports of

Dix, John A 35

Peck, John J 36

Blackwater Bridge, Va. Skirmish at Nov. 14, 1862. See Suffolk, Fa.

Operations about, Nov. 12-14, 1862.

Blackwell, R. W. Mentioned 896

.Blagden, E. R. Mentioned 170

Blair, "Williain H. Mentioned 576,7.34,1094

Blake, E. C. V. Mentioned 544,545,550

Blake, John A. Mentioned 288,576

Blake, 'William E.

Correspondence with John A. Dix 545

Mentioned 394,399,400,404,425,587

Blockade. Enforcement and efSoiency of. Communications from

Army Headquarters 417

Beauregard, G. T 781

Dix, John A 382,394,398,404,406,408,409,412,414,417,418,421,

426, 427, 431, 435-440, 443, 445, 449, 451, 454, 493, 540, 542, 544, 545, 553, 739

Edisto, Bark, Master of 621

Eraser, John &Co 783

Harris, T. A 510

Lee, S. P 393,394,399,400,402,408,

413, 416, 417, 420, 422, 425, 426, 428, 430, 432, 433, 438-440, 447, 490, 507, 510,

515, 534, 541, 544, 545, 547, 550, 553, 580, 587, 588, .595, 621, 651, 7.38, 740, 741

Lincoln, Abraham 452

Navy Department, U. S 429,430,448,4.52

Treasury Department, U. S 450

Viele, Egbert L 384

War Department, U. S 430,433,443,451,452,4.54

Whiting, W. H. C 780,938,939

See also Dix to lee, p. 409 ; Peck to Dix, p. 540 ; Dix to Peck, p. 541.
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Page.

Blodgett, J. J. Mentioned 134,138

Blount, Mr. Mentioned 195,196

Blount, J. G. Mentioned 334,335

Blount's Creek, N. C. Action at, April 9, 1863. Report of Francis B. Spinola. 245

See also Itineraries of Palmer, p. 219 ; SpiiioJa, p. 254 ; and reports of Spivola,

pp. 244, 247.

Blunt, Asa P. Mentioned 608

Boaxd of Army OfBcers. Defenses of Yorktown,Va.

Appointed - 379

Report of 379

Review of report of, by G. W. Cullnm 381

Boggan, W. H. Mentioned 1020

Boggs, Francis J.

Mentioned 36,37,326,331,332

Report of capture of Battery Huger,Va., April 19,1863 333

Bolles, John A.
Appointed '

' Provost Judge " for Department of Virginia 503

Mentioned 503

For correspondence as Aide-de-Camp, see John A. Dix.

Bolton, Henry. Mentioned 869

Bonaparte, Napoleon. Mentioned 609

Booker, L. Mentioned - - 335

Boomer, E. Mentioned — 210

Boughton, Horace. Men tioned 734

Bovey , A. E. Mentioned 654

Bowdiah, Isaac B. Mentioned 272,280

BoTven, Mr. Mentioned 570

Bo'wen, J. J. Mentioned 512

BoTwen, M. Mentioned 498, 506

Bowen, N. Mentioned 565

Bowler, George. Mentioned 91, 469,500

Bozeman, D. L. Mentioned 336

Brabble, E. C. Mentioned 810,951,954,1057

Bracken, John. Mentioned 315

Bradford, J. A. J. Mentioned 865

Bradford. "W. D. Mentioned 331,332,334

Bradley, Thomas. Mentioned 575

Brady, A. M. Mentioned 44

Brady, H. J. Mentioned 575

Bragg, Braxton. Mentioned 284,727,812,813,816,820

Braham, J. B. Mentioned 437

Branch, E. B. Mentioned 1037

Branch, James. Mentioned 809

Bratton, John. Mentioned 564,583

Briggs, Smith, Steamer. Mentioned 268,

276, 277, 280, 610, 613, 616, 620, 636, 054, 674, 697

Brigham, Charles. Mentioned 369

Brightman, Nicholas W. Mentioned 70

Brilliant, Schooner. Mentioned 475

Brinkerhoff, Captain. Mentioned 157, 158

Bristol, L. A. Mentioned 122

British Consul, Charleston, S. C. For correspondence, etc., see H. P.

Walker.

Britton, 'William T. Mentioned 19
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Brock, E. H. Mentioned 295
Brockw^ay, C. B. Mentioned 570

Broderick, A. C, Sloop. Mentioned 431,4.37

Brooks, John, Steamer. Mentioned 502
Bronson, David. Mentioned gg
Bronson, Stephen. Mentioned 701
Broixrn, . Mentioned • 562
Brow^n, . Mentioned 990
Brown, A. Benson. Mentioned 95
Brown, C. H. Mentioned 267

Bro'wn, Edward Ii. Mentioned 153, 154,514

Bro'wn, Edward P. Mentioned 320

Brown, Enoch. Mentioned 880

Brown, G. H. Mentioned 195,196

Brown, H. 'W. Mentioned 737

Brown, Jack.

Correspondence with Arnold Elzey 921

Mentioned 802,860,^1,917,952,997,998

Brown, John. Mentioned 130

Brown, John C. Mentioned 532,546,574

Brown, John E. Mentioned 201,202,572,945,946,953

Brown, J. VT. Mentioned 274

Brown, 'WiUiam R. Mentioned 576,734

Brow^n, "Vf. Leroy. Mentioned 1092

Bruce, G. A. Mentioned 316,320

Bryan, E. P. Mentioned 876

Bryant, Andrew S. Mentioned 369

Buehler, Charles H. Mentioned 277,575,734,1093

Buell, Clarence. Mentioned 272,295

Buffum, Martin P. Mentioned 319,575,735

Bunch, Robert. Mentioned 781

Bunting, Samuel R. Mentioned 971,992

Bunting, Thomas O. Mentioned 198

Burden, Henry, Steamer. Mentioned 599, 601

Burgess, Cornelius. Mentioned 259

Burgess, Nicholas. Mentioned 259

Burgess, Peter. Mentioned 259

Burgess, Stephen. Mentioned 259

Burgwyn, H. K., jr. Mentioned 192

Burhans, Charles H. Mentioned 577

Burke, F. E. Mentioned 43

Burke, James C. Mentioned 109'^

Burke, 'William H. Mentioned 157,158,246,251

Burleson, Asa R. Mentioned 260

Bumham, George S. Mentioned 734

Bums, William W. Mentioned 565

Bumside, Ambrose E.

Assignments to command 539

Co-operation of, with Dix and Foster. Communications from Army Head-

quarters -
'*"'

Correspondence with

Army Headquarters 491,497,511,537,539

French, William H 502

Parke, John G 563-565

Qnartermaster-General's Office, U. S. A 530
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Page.

Bnmside, Ambrose E.—Continued.
Mentioned 12, 284, 424, 457, ^77-479, 483-485, 496, 507, 508, 525,

539, 565, 567, 570, 784, 789, 813, 814, 817-820, 830, 837-839, 844, 862, 883, 886,

889, 907, 908, 911,944, 946,948,950, 953, 954,960,961,963,966, 1030,1047

Resumes command of 9tli Army Corps 539

Burnt Ordinary, Va.

Keconnaissance to, Dec. 17, 1802 '- 2

Skirmish at, Jan. 19, 1863. See WiUiamsliurg, Va. Scout from, Jan. 19,

1863.

Burpee, Thomas F. Mentioned 735

Burroughs, Mr. Mentioned 393

Burroughs, Edgar. Mentioned 744,749

Bush, Elizabeth, Schooner. Mentioned 534

Bush, George. Mentioned 534

Bushnell, Lyndes C. Mentioned 322

Bust, Ed-ward. Mentioned 695

Busteed, Richard.

Assignments to command 482

Correspondence with

Dix, John A 568,569

Keyes, Erasmus D 206

Lewis, William 203,204

Mentioned 205,482,568,576,1094

Keport of skirmish at Williamsburg, Va., March 29, 1863 203

Butler, Augustus G. Mentioned 70

Butler, Charles. Mentioned 198

Butler, Emory. Mentioned 69

Butler, Francis E. Mentioned 288

Butterfield, Daniel. Mentioned 549,680,683-685

For correspondence, as Chief of Staff, see Joseph Hooker.

Buttz, Charles "W. Mentioned 36,37,980

Buyers, John. Mentioned 514

Buzzell, Lewis H. Mentioned 288

Byrd, Samuel P. Mentioned 256

Byrd's Plantation, Ware River, Va. Expedition to, April 1, 1863. See York-

town, Va. Expedition from, April 1,1863.

Byrne, John. Mentioned 141

C . Mentioned 1022

Cabot, Edward C. Mentioned 577

Cady, A. Lester. Mentioned 64,73,177
Cahawba, Steamer. Mentioned 492,501,502
Cambloss, Henry S. Mentioned 565
Cameron, John W. Mentioned 1052
Campbell, David. Mentioned 11,388
Campbell, Edw^ard. Mentioned 577
Campbell, J. A. Correspondence with War Department, C. S 1082

For correspondence, etc., as Asst. Sec. of War, see War Department, C. S.

Cantw^ell, J. L. Mentioned 760. 984
Cantwell, T. J. Mentioned 272
Cape Fear, District of the. (Confederate.)

Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc.

Dec. 31, 1862 809
Jan. 15,1863 879
Jan. 31,1863 86.5,866
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Page.
Cape Pear, District of the. (Confederate)—Continued.

Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc.

Feb. 28,1863 9O1

March 10,1863 •91g 917
March 16,1863 '922

Report of siege guns and field artillery in 1049
Whiting, W. H. C, assigned to command of .' 770

Capps, Ed'ward "W. Mentioned 1070
Captured Property. See Abandoned and Captured Property.

Carra-wray, 'Williain "W. Mentioned 767
Carrington, C. S. Mentioned 874

Carroll, Gray.

Correspondence with L. M. Shumaker '•-329

Mentioned 332,334

Carrsville, Va.

Affair near, Nov. 17,1862. Eeport of John J. Peck 33

Skirmishes near.

Oct. 15, 1862 1

May 15-16, 1863. S&e Seaboard and Boanolce Eailroad, Va. Operations

on the, May 12-26, 1863.

CartWTight, Charles E. Mentioned 299

Cailwiight, Jotm. Mentioned 259

Case, A. li. Mentioned 423,426,427,656

Casey, SUas. Mentioned 100,392,459

Casey, Thomas L. Mentioned 457

Caskie, "W. H. Mentioned 1... 334,335

Caspar Heft, Schooner. Mentioned 416

Casselman, William. Mentioned 310

Cassels, John. Mentioned - 574

Castello, Jack. Mentioned — 74

Caston, . Mentioned 178

Caston, Z. M. Mentioned 170, 178

Cas'weU, Adin VT. Mentioned 366

Caswell, Fort, N. C. Engagement at, February 23, 1863 2

Cattell & Moore. Mentioned 416,417,427

Causey, C. H. Correspondence with William Norris - . . 978, 993, 1026, 1055, 1058, 1067

Cedar Point, N. C. Expedition to, March 7-10, 1863 3

Ceres, U. S. S. Mentioned 213-215,218,223,235,242-244

Chamberlin, James R.

Mentioned 30,70-72,159,163,247

Report of demonstration on Kinston, N. C. , March 6-8, 1862 163

Chamberlin, Thomas. Mentioned 264

Cham.bers, John G.

Mentioned 25,76,468,501

Report of operations Dec. 11-16, 1862, expedition to Goldsboroagh, N. C 78

Chambliss, John R., jr. Mentioned 751,764

Champion, Steamer. Mentioned 510

Chancellorsville Campaign. April 27-May 6, 1863.

Communications from

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A. . . 1028, 1029, 1032, 1034, 1037

Dix,JohnA 671,680,706,714

Elzey, Arnold 1052

Hill, D. H 1034



1116 INDEX.

Page.

Chancellorsville Campaign- April 27-May 6, 1863—Continued.

Communications from

Hooker, Joeepli 644,658,667,672,679,683,684,691,692

-Lee, Robert E 1024,1028,1029,1049

Lee, W. H. F 1045

Longstreet, James 1032, 1033, 1037, 1042, 1045, 1050

Peck, John J 644,653,667,680,683-685,692,709

War Department, C. t> 1047

See also Dix to Foster, p. 667.

Co-operation of Dix and Hooker 624,

625, 649, 650, 690-692, 697-699, 701, 702, 704-707, 709, 714, 727, 728

See also Stoneman's Baid, April 29—May 7, 1863.

Chapin, Samuel. Mentioned 90

Chapman, B. F. Mentioned -. 74

Chapman, S. F. Mentioned 335

Charleston, Steamer. Mentioned 1022

Charleston, S. C. Defenses of. Communications from G. T. Beauregard 1017

Charleston Harbor, S. C. Engagement in, April 7, 1863. CommunicatioDS

from

War Department, C. S 962,971,972

Whiting, W. H. C 962,972

Chase, Salmon P. Mentioned 382, 383, 402, 407, 412, 413,

417-421, 423, 426, 427, 431, 433, 436, 438, 448, 449, 4.52, 456, 572, 573, 581, 587

For correspondence, etc., see Treasury Department, U. S.

Cheever, Henry A. Mentioned 78

Cherry, J. B. Mentioned 1020

Chesapeake, Schooner. Mentioned 425

Chesebrough, Collins. Mentioned 10

Chestney, T. O. For correspondence, etc., as Asst. Adjt. Gen., see Arnold Elzey.

Chilton, R. H. Mentioned 856

Chocura, XJ. S. S. Mentioned 391

Chuckatuck, Va.

Affair at, April 23, 1863. Communications from S. P. Lee 650

Skirmish at, May 3, 1863. See April U-May 4, 1863. Siege of Suffolk, Fa.

Beports of

Crosby, Hiram B. Getty, George W.
Dotton, Arthur H. Peck, John J.

Church, George E. Mentioned 734

Churchill, Joseph M. Mentioned 350

City of Hudson, Steamer. Mentioned 450

Claassen, Peter J. Mentioned 737

Claiborne, "W. C. Mentioned 31,43,249,7.55,906,1051,1089

Clark, Henry T. Mentioned 779

Clark, John D. Mentioned 65,366,368
Clarke, John J. Mentioned 989, 1003,1025

Clarke, William J. Correspondence with D. H. Hill 1013

Clay, Cecil. Mentioned 131,132,367,369,514
Cleandon, Joseph. Mentioned BU3
Cleary , Richard F. Mentioned 100

Clift, Henry D. Mentioned 48,49
Clingman, Thomas L.

Assignments to command 1034

Correspondence with Governor of North Carolina 852
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Page.
Clmgman, Thomas L.—Continued.

*^«°ti°°«'i
109-114,120,

762, 770, 782,786, 791, 803,807-809,832, 833, 849,865,806, 878,882, 1013,
1014, 1018, 1030, 1032, 1034-1036, 1041, 1042, 1048, 1057, 1058, 1079, 1086

Report of engagement at Goldsborough Bridge, N. C, Dec. 17, 1862 117
Clothing, Camp and Garrison Equipage. SuppUes o£ See Munitions of

War.

Coale, John H. Mentioned 555
Cochen, Frederick. Mentioned 216 2-.il

Codman, Charles R.

Mentioned 345,346,468,500,577,736
Reports of

Goldsborongh, N. C. OperalionB Dec. 14-16, 1862, during expedition to. 80
Kinston, N. C. Expedition toward, April 27-May 1, 1863 349

Coffield, John. Mentioned 552
Coffin, Frederic J. Mentioned 254,468,501,737
Coffing, John C. Mentioned 59,60
Coit, J. C. Mentioned 143-145 750
Cole, D. Clinton. Mentioned 100
Cole, George W.

Correspondence with Simon H. Mix 508, 509
Mentioned 56,91,92,508
Report of operations Dec. 12-16, 1862, expedition to Goldsborougli, N. C. .. 74

Cole, William M. Mentioned 241
Coleman, James. Mentioned 666
Coleman, Thaddeus. Mentioned 930,1057,1064
Coleman, Thomas K. Mentioned 336,337
Colhoun, E. R. Mentioned 15

Collier, Charles L. Mentioned 570

Collier, G«orge 'Washington. Mentioned lU
Collins, Alexander.

Mentioned 526

Statement of 526

Collins, C. R. Correspondence witli Engineer Department, C. S. A 756

Collins, James. Mentioned 139

Colorado, U. S. S. Mentioned 4S9

Colored Troops. Recruitment, organization, etc. Coramauications from

Foster, John G 723

Stanly, Ed 525

See also Salleck to Foster, p. 659.

Colquitt, A. H.
Correspondence with D. H. Hill 1074,1085

Mentioned 1075,1078,1080,1086

Colquitt, Peyton H. Mentioned 801,865,866,871

Colston, R. E.

Assignments to command 807

Mentioned 385,536,

551,553,564,807,811,816,865, 888,891, 906, 909, 910, 916, 917, 1078, 1088

Colyer, Thomas, Steamer. Mentioned 240, 241 , 618, 640, 646

Comfort, Felix. Mentioned 50,501,577

Commerce, Steamer. Mentioned 277,-305,658,659

Commodore Barney, U. S. S. Mentioned.... 277,278,306,319,425,639,660,672,702

Commodore Hull, U. S. S. Mentioned 211,213-215

Commodore Morris, U. S. S. Mentioned 256-258, 596, 607, 698
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Page.

Commodore Perry, U. S. S. Mentioned 46,146,199,355,522,524,602

Commodore S. P. Du Pont, Steamer. Mentioned 66

L

Conduct of the 'War. Communications from

Dix, John A 664

Foster, Jolin G 470,471,495,497

French, Samuel G 466,481,505,778,793,826,885

Lee, S. P 666

Martin, J. G 440,448

Palmer, Innis N 5.52

Potter, Edward E 424

Sanders, E. C 538

Smith, Gustavus W 471,779

Stanly, Ed 498

See also Dix to Sailed; p. 568 ; Busleed to Dix, p. 568 ; Dix to Busteed, p.

569.

Cone, A. F. Mentioned 742

Confederate Troops.

Casualties. Returns of. Engagement at Deserted House, Va., Jan. 30, 1863. 145

Mentioned. (Regulars.)

Cavalry—/fej/men^s ; 7th, 43-45, 142, 180, 216, 236. 247, 249, 253, 670, 671,

755, 900, 963, 964, 1008, 1032, 1051.

Signal Corps—Small's, 462, 463.

For Volunteers, see respective States.

Organization, strength, etc.

Cape Fear, Distwct of the 809, 865, 866, 879, 901, 916, 917, 922
Goldsborough, N. C 807

North Carolina, Department of 1086

Richmond, Department of 807,

810, 866, 901, 917, 920, 921, 952, 1036, 1058, 1059, 1086
Southern Virginia, Department of 978, 1056, 1067
Virginia and North Carolina, Department of 750

751, 759, 764, 788, 793, 865, 888, 900, 901, 915-917, 929, 930
Recruitment, organization, etc. Communications from

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 888, 1061
Davis, Jefferson 750
French, Samuel G 784
Smith, Gustavus W 755

Conk, Anthony. Mentioned 411,467,468,480,499,532,546,574,734,1093
Connally, Jolin K.

Meutioned 325,327,328,332,333,340,788,1000
Report of capture of Battery Huger, Va. , April 19, 1863 338

Connecticut, Steamer. Mentioned 502
Connecticut Troops. Mentioned.

Infantry—/fe^/me/ifs ; 8th, 271, 276, 287, 301, 303-305, 308, 312, 314, 317, 318,
562, 570, 575, 640, 676, 735 ; 10th, 22, 56, 59, 60, 64, 67, 81, 83, 84, 101, 104,
378, 468, 500, 547, 548, 577, 679, 738 ; 11th, 287, 294, 301, 306, 312-315, 562,
570, 575, 676, 735; 15th, 287, 294, 301, 306, 312-314, 570, 575, 676, 735 ; 16th,
287, 294, 301, 306, 312, 314, 562, 570, 575, 676, 735 ; 21st, 278, 287, 301, 306,

316, 318-322, 562, 570, 575, 676, 735 ; 22d, 287, 318, 323, 676, 734.

Connolly, J. Tovimsend. Mentioned 296
Connor, Lieutenant. Mentioned 987
Conrad Pox, Schooner. Mentioned 423,434
Conron, B. Mentioned 272 294
Conscription Act. Enforcement of, in North Carolina 745-747,

752-754, 771-773, 821, 822, 880, 881, 886. 887, 998, 999
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Page.
Contrabands. See Slaves.

Convoy, Steamer. Mentioned 51g
Con-well, Russell H. Mentioned gg
Cook, A. F. Mentioned 934
Cooke, George T. Mentioned 134 131J

Cooke, James 'W.

Correspondence -witli

Engineer Department, C. S. A 767
Gwynn, Walter 7g7

Mentioned 766,767,777
Cooke, John R. Mentioned 855,882,888,998,1011-1014,1018,1022,1030,1041,

1042, 1045, 1048, 1051, 1052, 1057, 1063, 1071, 1074-1083, 1085, 1086, 1088
Coon, Myron "W. Mentioned 70
Cooper, Samuel. Mentioned 784

789, 794, 833, 847, 927, 936, 1069, 1076, 1078, 1079, 1083
For correspondence, etc., see Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A.

Cora, Steamer. Mentioned 755
Corcoran, Michael.

Correspondence with John A. Dis 464
Mentioned 132

133-135, 139, 141, 271-274, 277-279, 286, 293-302, 305, 312, 315, 316, 461, 482,'

486-488, 490, 496, 497, 499, 517, 528, 575, 653, 676, 690, 705, 734, 834, 1093

Eeports of

Deserted Honse, Va. Engagement at, Jan. 30, 1863 136

Suffolk, Va. Siege of, April 11-May 4, 1863 288,290

Core Creek, N. C. Skirmishes at and near.

Nov. 18, 1862 1

March 7, 1863. See Kinston, N. C. Demonstration on, March 6-8, 1863.

April 17-18, 1863. See Seport of Senry Prince, p. 225.

Corley, James L. Mentioned 1075

Comog, George T. Mentioned 140, 200, 573

Comubia, Steamer. Mentioned 911

Corrie, Samuel J. Mentioned 1 14

Corse, M. D. Mentioned 341,583,680.915,917,929,946

Cottingham, H. M. Mentioned 757

Couch, Darius N. Mentioned 375,379,385,876

Councill, J. Calvin.

Correspondence with Henry A. Wise 797-800

Mentioned 795,796

Courts-Martial. Case of Jacob P. Wilson 1 1-13

Courts of Inquiry. Case of William Norris. Facts and opinion 1095

Cox, Tlia^deus. Mentioned 539

Crabb, George W. Mentioned 303-305

Cradle, Henry. Mentioned 157

Craft, Lucius D. Mentioned 62

Creighton, J. B. Mentioned 560

Crosby, Hiram B.

Mentioned 278,306,319,320,575

Report of operations May 3, 1863, daring siege of Suffolk, Va 321

Crosby, Pierce. Mentioned 643,662,694,703

Cross, J. Ii. Mentioned 1082

Cro-v^ninshield, Casper. Mentioned 261, 576

Crusader, U. S. S. Mentioned 510,596

Crutchfleld, S. Mentioned 335
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Culbreth, "W. F. Mentioned 198

Cnllen, Edgar M. Mentioned 737

CoUen, J. S. D. Mentioned 896

Cullum, George W.
Correspondence with Army Headquarters 712

Mentioned 023,712

For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see Army Seadquarters.

Cummings, Emory. Mentioned 737

Cunningham, George A.
Correspondence -with Samuel G. French 340

Mentioned Ill, SSS, 331, 338-340

Curtin, A. G. Mentioned 1066

Curtis, Charles. Mentioned 341

Curtis, N. M. Mentioned 357,734

Curtiss, Carlton B.

Mentioned 305,366,369,737

Report of demonstration on Kinston, N. C, May 20-23, 1863 367

Cushing, WilUam B. Mentioned 34,267,270,271,270-278,280,307,310,319,

320, 322, 616-018, 026, 628, 634, 639, 043, 645, 650, 661, 663, 674, OKO, 694, 703

Cutting, E. H. Mentioned 413,420,421,423,426,427

Dabney , W. J. Mentioned 865

Dacotah, U. S. S. Mentioned 2

Daland, Edward F. Mentioned 350

Dandy, George B. Mentioned 49,50,501,736

Daniel, Junius.

Correspondence with

Ferebee, D. D 1020

French, Samuel G 745

Hill, D. H 914,924,930,932,944,951,954,974.1011,1040,1057,1062
Pettigrew, John J 1012

Mentioned 107, 188, 190, 192, 194, 195, 197, 670, 743, 744, 751, 759, 764, 780, 793,

800, 802, 807, 810, 830, 855, 805, 872, 878, 883, 888, 891, 894, 896, 901, 916, 917,

937, 938, 941, 945, 955, 991, 1004, 1013, 1050, 1051, 1053, 1063, 1078, 1079, 1082
Reports of

Kinston, N. C. Demonstration on, March 6-8, 1803 165
New Berne, N. C. Expedition against, March 8-11, 1863 196

Darden, Lewis H. Mentioned 198
Darling, John A. Mentioned 574,075,677,733,736
Darr, Francis. Mentioned 5-23

Davenport, H. K.
Correspondence with

Foster, John G 453
Lee, S. P 453

Mentioned 15,22,34,210,578,564,088,731
Daves, Graham. Mentioned 997 10I8

For correspondence, as Assistant Adjutant-General, see S. G. French.
ravidson, Hunter.

Mentioned y^g
Placed in charge of sub-marine defenses of James River, Va 743

Davis, Mr. Mentioned jgg
Davis, Alexander H. Mentioned '.... gg
Davis, Charles L.

Mentioned _.. 28O
Report of siege of Suffolk, Va., April 11-May 4, 1863 272
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Page.

Davis, David S. Mentioned ir)4,945

Davis, George. Meutioiied 'JhO, 981
Davis, Hasbrouck. Mentioned 701,704
Davis, James E. Mentioned 190
Davis, Jefferson.

Correspondence with
Davis, Joseph R J 750
Lee, Robert E 85f), 1077, 1078, 1083, 1088

North Carolina, Governor of 757, 758, 701 , 770, 771 , 1067, 1077

War Department, C. S 803

823, 834, 848, 860, 870, 891,976, 1009, 1015, 1053, 1081, 1082
Mentioned 281, 457, 463,551, 557, 747, 750, 701, 702, 764,765,776-779, 793, 822,

827, 835, 830, 840, 845, 861, 870, 871, 875, 877, 878, 884, 891, 900, 909, 923, 970,

977,981, 983, 999, 1008, 1015, 1034, 1050,1053,1007,1076,1079,1081, 1082

Davis, Joseph D. Mentioned 280,313,575,734,822,824
Davis, Joseph R.

Correspondence with
Davis, Jefferson 7,50

French, Samuel G 993

Mentioned 110,327,505,583,604,704,705,793,800,802,807,

830, 855, 865, 872, 877, 878, 888, 906, 909, 910, 918, 919, 920, 942, 998, 1002,

1017, 1018, 1025, 1033, 1038-1040, 1050, 1067, 1079, 1063, 1085, 1086, 1088

Davis, Phineas A. Mentioned 134,136,138,139,200,201,570,735,1094

Davis, Thomas L. Mentioned 1070

Davis, WUliam G. M.
Correspondence with

Heth, Henry 853

North Carolina, Governor of 810,867,897

Mentioned 853,893,898

Davis, 'William "W. H.
Mentioned 32,548,577,078

Report of skirmish at Gloucester Point, Va., Nov. 16, 1862 32

Day, Joseph M. Mentioned 734

Day, Joseph W. Mentioned 77

Day, Samuel C. Mentioned 63

Dean, 'William H. Mentioned 44

Dearborn, O. M. Mentioned - 565

Dearing, James.
Mentioned 335,330,967,995,1021,1045,1040

Re)iort of capture of Battery Huger, 'Va., April 19, 1803 334

Deas, George. Mentioned 1095

De Camarra, J. B. Mentioned 224

Deep Gully, N. C. Skirmishes at and near.

March 13-14, 1863. Report of Josiah Pickett 187

See also March 8-10, 1863. JS'eio Berne, A'. C. Expedition aijainst. Iteporls of

Foster, John G. Hill, D. H. Palmer, Inuis M. {Itinerary.)

March 30, 1863. " Record of Events," 2d Brig., 5th Div., 18th Army Corps. 209

De Forest, Jacob J. Mentioned 501,577,737

Delaware, U. S. S. Mentioned 250,257,413

Delaware Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light—fiarter/es : 1st, 272, 288, 294, "677, 735.

Infimtvy—Regiments : 1st, 377, .f85-387, 389; 4th, 260, 263, 341, 343, 360,

361, 490, 497, 499, 570, 077, 734, 1094.

Dennis, Private. Mentioned 197

71 K E—VOL XVIII
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Page.

Dennis, J. P. Mentioned (54,67

Dennison, Michael. Mentioned 297

Denny, George P. Mentioned 350

Denny, J. 'Waldo.

Mentioned 30,159,100,162,164,370

Report of demonstration on Now Berne, N. C, Nov. 11, 1862 25

De Peyster, J. Watts. Mentioned 377

De Rosset, 'W. L. Mentioned 985

Derrom, Andrew. Mentioned 307,312.313,310,320,575.735

Deserted House, Va. Engagement at, Jan. 30, 1803.

Casualties. Keturns of

Confederate troops 145

Union troops 135

Communications from

Dix, John A ,531

Frencb, Samuel G 144

Peek, John J 531

See also Dix to Lincoln, p. 530.

Keports of

Corcoran, MicUael 136

McEvily, William 140

Peck, John J 132,135

Pryor, Roger A 142

Spear, Samuel P 140

Desperate, H. B. M. S. Mentioned 7,38

Devane, 'W. S. Mentioned 115, 116,118
Devoll, Andrew? J. Mentioned 134
Diascund Bridge, Va. Reconnaissance to, Dec. 17, 1802 2
Dickinson, 'Williani. Correspondence with Henry A. Wise 809
Didier, Auguste. Mentioned 315
Dimmock, Charles H. Mentioned 744 765
Dirigo, Steam Derrick. Mentioned 088
Dispatch, Steamer. Mentioned 522
Divine, John P. Mentioned 945
Dix, Charles T. Mentioned 4O3 518 522
Dix, John A.

Congratulatory orders. Siege of Suffolk, Va., April ll-May 4, 1863 270
Co-operation with

Bumside, A. E. Communication from Army Headquarters 497
Foster, John G. Communications from ,

Dix, John A 451,400,572
Peck, John J 453
See also Goldsborougk, N. C. Expedition to, Dec. 11-20, 1862.

Hooker, Joseph. See Clmncellorsville Campaign, April 27-May 6, 1863.
Corres|ioudence with

Army Headquarters 11, 126, 285, 378, 382, 384-390, 392, 393,
395, 390, 398-400, 401, 400, 409, 417, 435, 4,'')6, 4.59-462, 460, 473, 477-479, 482,
487, 488, 490-492, 494, 490, 497, 502, 503, 508, 509, 511, 513, 515, 517, Sls! 522*

528, 529, 531, 534, 530, 549, 551, 553, 555, 556, 558, 563, 508, 570, 579, 603,' 608,'

610, 613, 618-620, 622, 624, 625, 632, 634-636, 649, 653, 057, 660, 663, 660', 67l'

679, 682, 686-689, 699, 701, 704-707, 711, 717-720, 725-727, 730, 732, 738, 740
Blake, W. E '545

Busteed, Richard 568,569
Corcoran, Micliacl 454
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Dix, Jolin A.—Coiitinueil.
''*^'^

Corresi)oinlenco with
Forry, 0. S 386,399,483-486,488,491,494,495,497
Flusaer, C.W 403^10
Foster, John G 451, 465, 495, 496, 502, 518, 522, 572, 629, 634, 655, 667, 695
Gordon, Georgo H 702,706
Hooker, Joseph 667, 671, 672, 689, 727, 730, 732, 733,' 738
Koyes, Erasmus D.. 130,151,205, 488,491, 492, 515,517,529, 532, 582, 599, 603,

622, 628, 641, 651, 652, 673, 689, 692, 693, 701, 702, 705, 714, 710, 717, 728, 732
Kilpatrick, Judson 707 710 721
Lee, John C gjO
Lee, S. P 387,391,393,394,399,402-406,^08,409,411-

414, 416, 417, 420-422, 425-428, 431-433, 435, 438-443, 447, 449, 450, 489, 490,
507, 510, 515, 519, 522, 523, 531, 534, 535, 540-542, 544, 545, 547, 550^ 553, 50o',

566, 580, 582, 585, 587, 588, 611, 615, 61G, 621, 631, 634, 636, 639, 642, 644,' 645^
651, 654, 660, 666, 673, 685, 693, 694, 696-698, 704, 709, 713, 717, 731, 738-741

Lincoln, Abraham 455,458,462,493,530,553
Ludlow, William H gOi
Naglec, Henry M 462,479,482,501,505
New York Times. Editor of the 571)

Palmer, Innis N 578,579,585
Peck, John J „ 401,408,414,416,

441, 444-446, 453-455, 458-460, 464, 465, 469, 470, 474, 470-479, 482, 484, 485,

504, 505, 507, 509-513, 516, 517, 519-522, 524, 528, 530, 531, 534-543, 550-553,'

555-558, 560-562, 564-507, 571, 573, 610, 614-616, 620, 621, 625-628, 633, 035-

637, 639, 641, 644, 650, 652-055, 657-659, 663, 664, 667, 671-673, 680, 684, 685,

087, 689-<j91, 699, 701, 705, 709, 710, 714, 716, 718-720, 722-726, 729, 730, 738

Quartermaster-General's Office, U. S. A 476,502,504,511

Stager, Anson 483

Stratton, Franklin A 089

Treasury Department, U. S 398,445, 450,451

Van Buren, D. T 585

Viele, Egbert L 350,384,404,501,502,542,508,611,615

War Department, U. S 382,387,391,

395, 418, 433, 436, 440, 443, 449, 451, 452, 454, 461, 472, 474, 480, 482, 521, 714

Wilder, C. B 570,591,739

Wise, Henry A 664

Mentioned.. 11, 17,

125, 151, 203, 204, 211, 212, 229, 267, 271, 277, 280, 281, 283, 300, 323, 376, 377,

387, 388, 392, 407, 411, 429, 430, 436, 451, 457, 407-409, 477, 482, 486, 487, 489,

490, 494, 497, 499. 511, 532, 540, 540, 557, 563, 564, 571, 574, 580, 585-587, 590,

597, 609, 611, 013, 617, 018, 623, 030, 635, 637, 642, 659, 672, 675, 676, 686, 700,

704,706,709, 712,733, 734,740, 844, 994,1020, 1030, 1055, 1078,1079,1093

Orders establishing a Provisional Conrt in Department of Virginia 503

"Record of Events " 7th Army Corps, April, 1863.

Hickory Forks, Va. Expedition beyond, April 27, 1803 343

Seaboard and Roanoke R. R., Va. Operations on the, May 13-26, 1863. 354

Reports of

Blackwater, Va.

Reconnaissances to the, Dec. 8-12, 1862 37, 38

Skirmishes on the.

Oct. 3, 1862 15,16

Dee. 2, 1862 35

Norfolk and Petersburg R. E., Va. Operations on the, May 15-28, 1863 . 3.57

Seaboard nnd Koauokn R. R., V.i. OpcratinnM m. the, May Ii2-2G, 1863. 354
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Eejjorts of

Snffolk, Va.

Expedition from, Sept. 2-^, 18C2 4

Siege of, April 11-May 4, 1863 '^68,26U

Williamsburg, Va.

Reconnaissance from, Nov. 22, 1802 .' 34

Skirmish at, Sept. 9, 1802 11

Winticld, N. C. Skirmish at, March 23, 1863 201

Zuni, Va. Skirmish near, Oct. 2.5, 1862 19

Resumes command of the Department of Virginia (i09

Staff. Anuonnccments of 543

D., Nellie, Schooner. Mentioned 243,244

Doane, Charles R. Mentioned 105

Doane, Henry. Mentioned 80, 509

Dobbins, Jesse. Mentioned 880

Dobbins, 'Williani. Mentioned 880

Dobbs, Cyrus J. Mentioned 17,18,125,132,134,139,295,575,734,1093

Dobyns, Thomas P. Mentioned 144

Dodge, Charles C.

Correspondence with John J. Peck 551

Mentioned 18,31,39,126,273,

278, 279, 290, 298, 305, 357-3.59, 441, 444, 460, 541, 551, 555, 560, 501, 726, 1094

Reports of. Suffolk, Va.

Reconnaissance from, March 7-9, 1863 179

Siege of, April 11-May 4,- 1863 299

Dodge, George S. Mentioned 280

Dodge, John C, jr. Mentioned 49,379,501,577,738

Donelson, D. S.

Correspondence with War Department, C. S 958
Mentioned 909,957,9.58

Donohoe, Michael T. Mentioned 303, 3] 0, 320, 575, 735

Douglas, Anderson. Mentioned 880
Douglas, Frederick. Mentioned 70

Douglas, Jack. Mentioned 880
Douglas, "William R. C. Mentioned 208,673
Douglas, "William "W. Mentioned 235, 236
Douglass, Sandford. Mentioned ggO
Dover, N. C. Skirmish near, March 7, 1863. See Einston, jV. C. Demonslra-

tioii on, ilanh 6-8, 1863.

Dover Road, N. C. Reconnaissance on the, Jan. 27-28, 1863. Report of J.

Richter Jones 131
Dow, Henry. Mentioned 226 239
Drake, Jeremiah C. Mentioned 277, 280, 294, 295, ,575, 734, 1093
Dremian, James M.

Mentioned
_ 25-30

Report of demonstration on New Berne, N. C, Nov. 11, 1862 27
Drurumond, Charles. Mentioned 568
Drummond, Charles H. Mentioned 880,950
DuBo3e,"W.P. Mentioned 114
Dudley, Alexander. Mentioned 814
Dudley Station, N. C. Rain on, Dec. 17, 1862. Report of Charles Fitz Sim-

mons gg
See also Dec. 11-20, 1862. Expedition to Goldshorough, N. C. Reports of

roster, John G. Smith, Gnstavus "W.
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Duke, . Mentioned 650

Duke, R. T. "W.

Correspondence with Henry A. Wise 892

Mentioned :{42,l)'-'0

Dumfries and Fairfax Station, Va. Raid on, Doc. 27-29, 18(i2. Coniiriiiiii-

catioiLs from Robert E. Lee 617

Duncan, Blanton. Mentioned '..... 429,451)

Duncan, Itheaa. Mentioned 259

Duncan, 'Wilson. Slentioued 259

Dunlap, James H. Mentioned G7

Du Pont, Commodore S. F., Steamer. Mentioned (ifil

Du Pont, Samuel F. Mentioned 10:!0

Durham, S. A. Mentioned ; 114

Durkee, Charles. Mentioned 501

Button, Arthur H.
Mentioned 27R,279, 287, nni, 302, :',04, HO", .570, 575, G7G, 735

Reiiortof Biepo of Snfloll;, Va., April ll-Muy 4, IkK', 31G

Dwyer, John. Mentioned 1.34,1.39

Dyer, Samuel A. Mentioned 240, 242, 243, 57.y, 737

Eagle, StcannT. Mentioned 214,215,218

Zlames, A. H. Mi^ntioncd 273, 274

Early, Jubal A. Menti.mod 7M7

Easterly, G. B. Mentioned 303, 1094

Eastern Insane Asylum, Va. Communication.s from

])ix, Jobn A GG4. G73

Keyes, ErasninsD G22,(i2M, G73

See also Siiijilavi to West, p. fi29 ; IHx to Knjes, p. G51 : Ecijea to Dix, p. G52

;

Wise to Elzeij, p. 994.

Eastern Shore, Va.

Operations on the, Ang. 20, 1862-Jane 3, 1863.

Commnoications from

Dix, John A 449

Lee, S. P 442

Co-operation of Navy U. S. with Army 442

Union sentiment in. Commnnication.s from John A. Di-X 4.55, 4G2

Ebbs, John. Mentioned 29-31,70

Edenton, N. C. Skirmish near, Feb. 7, 1863 2

Edenton Road, Va. Slsirmiahes on the.

April 12, 1863. See Report of Peck, p. 274.

15, 1863. Report of Alexander G. Patton 291

See aLso April 11-May 4, 18G3. Sic(ie nf Snffoll:, Va. Jieporln of

Corcoran, irich.ael. McEvily, William.
_

TcKk, .Talin J.

Dodge, Charles C. Murphy, Matlii'.w lltinerary). .SIcdiuan, Griffin A., jr.

April 24, 18G3. Report of George E. Pickett 340

See also April 11-May 4, 1863. Siec/e of Snffoll:, Va. Hcports of

Corcoran, Michael. McConihc, .John. Peek, John J.

Foster, Kobert S. Mnrphy, Matbow {Itinerary).

Edgar, Captain. Mentioned •'"'44, 545

Edisto, Bark. Mentioned ''S'^' '"'^l

Edisto, Master of Bark. Correspondence -nith S. P. Leo 621

Edmands, T. F. Mentioned - ^''"^

Edmeston, Alexander A. Mentioned 100

Edmundson, H. A. Mentioned -- 807

Edwards, Annie L,, Schooner. Mentioned 223,224,242
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Ed-nrards, John. Mentioned 1020

Elizabeth Bush, Schooner. Mentioned 534

EUzabeth City, N. C. Skirmish at, Dec. 27, 1862 2

Elizabeth English, Schooner. Mentioned 432

Elliott, Gilbert. Correspondence with War Department, C. S 853

EUiott, John Thompson. Mentioned 356,1067

Ellis, U. S. S. Capture of, on New River, N. C, Nov. 25, 1862. Report of

W. H. C. Whiting 34

Ellis, AndreTv J. Mentioned 1049

El-well, Andrew. Mentioned 577,737

Elzey, Arnold.

AsfiigDments to command 794,953

Correspondence with

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 1058

Brown, Jack 921

French, Samuel G 1069

Lee, G. W. C -. 1092

Lee, Robert E 060,979,1066, 1070

Longstreet, James 871, 910, 918,919, 9.'i.3, 9!i5, 968, 1023

Pickett, George E 1090

Pettigrew, John J. 1041, 1044, 10.';2, 1060

Smith, Gustavus W 800,802

Virginia, Governor of 978
Wise, Henry A l.'-,3, 892, 920, 975, 994, 1006, 1019, 1035

Mentioned 342, 739, 794, 807, 810, 8.'->(i, 866, 889, 892, 901, 916, 917,

952, 953, 967, 968,978, 1020, 1036,1041, 1066, 1071,1075, 1086,1089,1091
Emilie, Steamer. Mentioned 223,240,242
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Capture of. May 15, 1863.

Communications from

Peck, John J 722
Stratton, Franklin A 35r,

Viele, Egbert L 35f,

Wessells, Henry W 355
Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Array 355
Reports of

Porter, Francis E 355
Roberts, W. Dowees 35g

Mentioned 355 355 731
Emory, WUliam H. Mentioned 38 379
Engineer Department, C. S. A. Correspondence with

Alexander, W. T 928
liender, W. G 757
Collins, C. R 75(5

Cooke, James W 7(57

Gilmer, J. F 743
Gwyuu, Walter 754,7.58,763,765,767,768,813,884
Myer.s, E. T. D 1 825
Ordnance Department, C. S. A 7fi9

Smith, Gustavus W 756,761
Stevens, W. H 884
War Department, C. S 330,813,952,977,1008

Engineer Department, U. S. A. Correspondence with

Army Headquarters 54O
Foster, John G _ 540
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England, Theophilus L. Meiitioned 280, 314,:517,7:!5
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Ericsson, Steumer. Meiitioued 536

Erson, Eric. Mentioned 18

Emriu, A. M. Mentioned 119
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158, 181, 182, 215, 216, 222, 224, 244, 612, 613, 618, 623, G46, 647
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Etting, S. M. Mentioned .331

Eure, M. L. Men tioned 746

Evans, Major. Mentioned 7.')0

Evans, A. L. Mentioned 114

Evans, N. O.

Correspondenco with

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 114

French, Samuel G 824,834

Mallott, Peter 115

Mentioned 56, 58, 106-112, 117-119, 131, 770, 7rt7, 788, 801-804, 807, 808, 822, 841,

855, 859, 860, 86:,, 870, 801, H93, 896, 901, 917, 943, 945, 969-975, 977, 979, 980,

982,983, 987,998, lOU-1014, 1018, 10y2, 1030, 1032, 1041,1057, 1078,1084

Report of operations. Dee,. 13-17, 1862, dnring expedition to Goldsborongh,

N. C 112

Evans, P. G. Mentioned 122, 198, 755, lOfjl

Everett, Charles S. Mentioned 5,7,8

EweU, Richard S. Mentioned 385,739

Eweu, Clarence. Mentioned 139

Ewer, Barnabas, jr.

Correspondence with Thomas J. Fogerty 47

Mentioned ''8

Reports of attack on Plymouth, N. C, Dec. 10, 1862 45-47

Expedition. (Proposed.) Communications from

Aimy Headquarters •'^'^

ISnrnside, Ambrose E 536,537

Expounder, Steamer. Mentioned 502, .504

Fagan, Andrew. Mentioned 576,734,1094

Fairchild, Harrison S.

Mentioned 307,570,575

Report of 8ie(,'C of Suffolk, Va., April 11-May 4, 1863 308

Fairfax, J. 'W. Mentioned ^'^^

Fairfield, N. C. Skirmish near, March 3, 1863. Sec Swnn Quarter, N. C. Ex-

pedition to, March 1-G, 1863.

Fairly, John S. Mentioned a38, 844, 1045, 1048

Faith, Andrew. Mentioned 151, 1.5'-

Falen, Michael. Mentioned '^•''

Farina, Si earner. Mentioned - ^'**'^

Farnsworth, John G.

Corre.'.iKinileme with Erasmus D. Keyes ''28

6''9
Mont ioned

~"

Farnsworth, Luther H. Mentioned l""^

Parauhar. Francis U.

Mentioned
•- 167,512,58.5,638

Ropert of expedition from New Berne, N. C, March 6-10, 1863 174
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Farrar, Judson S. Mentioned 7:14

Farron, John, Steamer. Mentioned 240,241,243

Fawcstt, Richard "W. Mentioned 134,139

Faxon, John. Mentioned 276,308,313

Fellovsrs, John F.

Mentioned 64,92, 24(5, f52, 349, 351, 378,408.500,577

Rei^oit of operalioii.s, Dec. 14-17, 18(>2, ^luring exi)editio'n to Goldsborongh,

N. C 77

Felt, William N. Mentioned 280

Ferebee, D. D.

Correspondence with

Daniel, Junins 1020

Lewi.s, D. W 824

Pettigrew, J. ,T 745,748

Mentioned 19, 122, I'.W, 714, 7.55,
9

'5, 9H4, 991, 992, 1008

Ferguson, Alonzo. Mentioned 734

Ferrero, Edwrard. Mentioned 5(i2

Ferrill, Thomas M. Mentioned
, 19,^

Ferris, Private. Mentioned 670

Ferry, Orris S.

Correspondence with .Tolni A. Dix 38G, 399, 483-480, 488, 491, 494, 495, 457

Mentioned 20, 38-40, 125, 209, 377, :!.<>, 390, 40^, 470,

477, 479, 484, 494, 490, 499, 504, .505, 507, 514, 510, 533, 547, 548, .570, .577, 078

Reports of

.foynor's Ferry, Va. Skirmish at, Dec. 22, 1802 123

Providence ClinrcL, Va. Skirmish at, Dec. 28, 1802 123

Siift'olk, Va. Sldrmish near, Dec. 28, 1802 123

Windsor, Va. Skirmish ne.ar, Dec. 22, 1802 123

Fitch, Butler. Mentioned 570,734,1094
Fitzgerald, Louis. Mentioned r,12

Fitz Simmons, Charles.

Mentioned : 56, .57, 227, 509
Reports of

Dndley Station, N. C. Raid on, Deo. 17, 18B2 68
Goldsborongh, N. C. Operations Dec. 15, 1802, during expedition to.. 67

Flagler, D. W. Mentioned .* 457
Flambeau, Schooner. Mentioned 224
Flanner, J. H. Correspondence with W. H. C. Whiting IO35
Flemming, J. A. Mentioned 240
Flood, EdTRrard H. Mentioned 4(;g 2094
Flood, Hugh C. Mentioned I4j
Flusser, C. W.

Correspondence with

Dix, John A 403,410
Foster, John G 47 48
Woodward, Thomas J 4g.2

Mentioned jr

40-42, 45, 47, 145-147, 199, 2,59, 355, 474, 477, .522, 523, 012, 613, CI7, 618, 088
Fogarty, Thomas. Mentioned 295
Fogerty, Thomas J.

Correspondence with Barnabas Ewer, jr 47
Men tioued 47

Folk. Daniel. Mentioned 251
FoUansbee, Albert S. Mentioned 35, ,37, 1.32, 139, .575, 1093
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PoUett, Frederick M. Menlioncd 133, 1134, 138, 13!), 279, "288, 570,735, 1094

Folsom, George P. Mentioned 526

Foote, Morris C. Mentioned _ 97

Forbes, Joseph. Mentioned 14

Forbes, R. A. Mentioned 1095

Ford, Stephen. Mentioned - 940

Forkner, Samuel. Mentioned 895

Forrest, French. Mentioned 849

Forrest, N. B. Mentioned 700

Forstler, . Mentioned 930

Fosdick, Stephen M. Mentioned 209

Foster, Benjamisi B. Mentioned 280

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, seo John J. Fed:.

Foster, John G.

Address to soldiers of the Dep.artment of North Carolina 071

Assignments to command 492

Cougratnlatory orders. Expedition to Goldshorongh, N. C, iJec. 11-20,

1802 -- 59,00

Controversy with Hnnter. See Note, p. 538.

Co-operation with

Jinrnside A. E. Communications from Army Headquarters 407

Dix, Jolin A. Commnnicationa from

Di.x, JohnA 451,400,572

Peck, John J - ''^'i

See also Dec. 11-20, 1^02. Expedition 1o Goldaooromjh, N. C. Also

Dix to JlaUeclc, p. 460.
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Amory, Tliomas J. C - 527

Anderson, Hirafn, jr 1^'>

Army Headquarters 401, 414, 447, 4,57, 409, 470, 481, 489, 490, .520,

524, 530, .533, 538, 541, 549, 550, 502, <i22, 023, 027, 059, 099, 700, 709, 711, 713

Barstow, Nathaniel S - 1"2

Davenport, H. K '•'"

Dix, .John A 451, 405, 495, 490, .502, 518, 522, 572, 629, 034, 6.55, 007, 095

Engineer Department, U. S. A ^4"

Flnsser, C. W '"',48

French, Samuel G 400,470,481,495,497,505,885

Jones, J. Richter 103,514,529,559,096,713,710,718,724

Keyea, ErasmusD £92,001

Lee, Francis L 147, .560, .501. 500, .507
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Lyman, Luke "^"^

Martin, J. G- 440,448,471

Mix, SimonH ''^^
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Morris, D. B ^'^^

Palmer, Innis N 227, 228, 552, 584, 594, 612, 618, 038, 640, 047, 005

Parker, William A .". ^''^

Peck, John J 41,42,589

Pickett, Josiah '''"^

Potter, Edward E , 390,424

Prince, Henry 109,223,228-230,031,03.5,038,070

Sanders, E. C ^'"^

Spinola, F. B " ''^S'^^^
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Foster, John G.—Continued.
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Siirague, A. B. K ^^

Stanly, Ed 182,498,525

Studley, J. M ^'''*

Wallis, J. W ^''''

Wessells, Henry W - 147,355,721
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Cfl 66 68 69 71-75,77,82,84-86,90,94,96,112,113,116,163,172,185,189,
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838, 839, 854, 870, 876, 878, 881, 885, 897, 904, 905, 908, 911, 924, 969, 970, 972,

973, 980, 982, 987, 988, 994, 1005, 1007, 1017, 1018, 1022, 1023, 1030, 1031,

1036, 1045, 1047, 1048, 10.50, 1051, 1053-1055, 1067, 1072, 1075-1081, 1087

Orders in cases of. Mutinous conduct Marine Artillery 471

Reports of

Goldsborough, N. C. Expedition to, Dec. 11-20, 1962 54

Kinstou, N. C.

Demonstration upon, May 20-23, 1 863 302, 363

Engagement at, Dec. 14, 1862 53

New Berne, N. C.

Expedition against, March 8-16, 1863 183

Expedition from, Nov. 1-12, 1862 20

Washington, N. C.

Attack on, Sept. 0, 1862 '. 4,5

Expedition to, April 17-19, 1863 212

Siege of, and pursuit of Confederate forces, March 30-April 20,

1863- 211,212

Winfield, N. C. Skirmish at, March 23, 1863 202

Staff. Announcements of 512,52.!

Foster, Nathaniel H. Mentioned 26

Foster, Robert S.

Mentioned 133-135,137,138,268,272,

275, 277-279, 283, 286, 289, 290, 295, 300, 312, 315, 354, 355, 453, 468, 483-4H5,

488, 499, 528, 575, 605, 006, (!28, 637, 653, 676, 690, 716, 718-720, 730, 734, 1093

Report of siege of Suffolk, Va., April 11-May 4, 1863 293

Fowler, Bernard. Mentioned 14

Fox, Conrad, Schooner. Mentioned 423, 434

Foz, Gustavus V. Mentioned 659,731

Foy, Franklin. Mentioned 987, 1057

Francis, John, Schooner. Mentioned 433,434,440

Francis, Joseph. Mentioned 467

Frankle, Jones. Mentioned 224,246,252,475,736

Franklin, Schooner. Mentioned 515

Franklin, Va. Skirmishes at and near.

Aug. 31, 1862 1

Oct. 3, 1862. See lilackicater, Fa. Skirmixh on the, Oct. 3, 1862.

Oct. 31, 1862. Report of John J. Peck 20

Nov. 18, 1862. Report of John J. Pock 33,34

See also Dix to J/ivnihi, p. 45H.
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Dec. 2, 1H62. See Blackwahr, Va. Skirmish on the, Dec. 2, 1862.

March 17, 18G3.

Communications from ,Jobii .1. Peck 500
Reports of

Peck, John J lyg

Spejir, Sanniel P 211O

Franklin, 'William B. Mentioned 880
Fraser, John, & Co.

Correspondence with G. T. Beauregard 781,78.3

Mentioned 781

Fredericksburg, Va. Battle of, Dec. 11-15, 1802. Coniiiniuications from
Stager, Anson \ 48.'?

War Department, C. S 790

Freeborn, Tug. Mentioned 533

Freeborn, Thomas. Mentioned 180

Freedmen. See jiefugces, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands.

Freeman, Alfred J. Mentioned ^ 322

Fremont, S. L. Mentioned 874

French, Colonel. Mentioned yOfi

French, Charles A. Mentioned 15,2(i0

French, D. A. Mentioned 920

French, S. B. Mentioned 742
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French, Samuel G.

Assiguments to command 801, 804, 0.'')3, 988, 1077
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Adjutant and Inspector General's OflGce, C. S. A . . . 773, 840, 861, 804, 873, 1028

Cunningham, George A 340

Daniel, Juuius .- 745

Davis, Joseph R 993

Elzey, Arnold 1009

Evans, N. G o24, 834

Foster, John G 400, 470, 481, 49.'), 497, 50.^885

Hood, J. B 1042

Jenkins, M 1010,1018,1033,1043,1080

Longstreet, James - 328,

337, 340, 906, 908, 914, 946, 948, 939, 903.997-999, 1001-1004, 1009, 1010,

1015, 1010, 1020, 102], 1025, 1020, 1033, 1037, 1039-1041, 1043, 1044, 1046

Milligan, J. F 1003

Myers, Charles D _ 997

North Carolina, Governor of 700,702,776,784,801

Pettigrew, J. J "44

Robertson, B. H 804,805
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815, 820. 830, 845. 840, 855, a59, 805. 867, 871, 877, 878, 882, 888, 900, 916, 917,

928, 930! 940, 941,940, 953,978, 98!!, 993, 1014, 1038, 1045,10.50,1067,1077
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French, Samuel G.—Continued.

Reports of.

Battery Hiifjur, Hill's Point, Va. Ca]itnre of, April 19, 1S63 324

Plymoutb, N. C. Attack on, Dec. 10, 1862 , 49

Suffolk, Va. Siege of, April 11-May 4, 1863 329

Washington, N. C. Attack on, Sept. 6,1862 10

French, 'William H.

Correspondence with

Burnside, Arahroae E ^)62

Jones, Samuel :-- 9'^'''

Mentioned 9.S.'-)-9.37

Fricker, Joseph.

Mentioned 61,62,170,171,178

Report of expedition from New Berne, N. C, March G-10, 1863 171

Frobel, B. 'W. Correspondence with

Gwatbmey, Washington 842

Lamb; William 842

Fuller, Nehemiah P. Mentioned .* -- -- 77, 7H

Fuller, Thomas C. Mentioned 111,118,119,121

FuUerton, Alexander. Mentioned <''!'

Fulton, Andrew J. Mentioned .'')7.''),734, 1093

Furness, H. K. Mentioned 146

Gafford, G. 'W. Mentioned 44

Gaillard, E. S. Mentioned 742

Galego, Schooner. Mentioned 976

Galena, U. S. S. Mentioned 398,400,741,837,880,10,^,8

Gallivan, John. Mentioned 298

Galloupe, Isaac F. Mentioned - 76

Gardner, Charles T. Mentioned - 308

Garnett, Richard B.

CoiTCspoiKlence with D. H. Hill.. 918, 95,'), 971, 975, 978,984, 988, 980, 991, 992, 1001

Mentioned 189,195,218,

230, 245, 277, 291, .590, 6.55, 657, 663, 680, 687, 696, 700, 883, 990, 991 , 915-917,

919,923,924,929,931, 932, 938, 941, 943, 9.56,962,904-966,969,1004,1025

Report of expedition against New Berne, N. C, March 8-16, 1863 195

Garrard, Jeptha,

Mentioned 7-9, 24, 26, 29-31, 55-57, 65, 168, 178, 179, 246, 251, 252, 584

Reports of

Goldshorough, N. C. Operations Dec. 15, 1862, during expedition to.. 09

Mount Olive Station and Goshen Swamp, N. C. Affairs at, Dec. 16,

18li2 : 69

New Borne, N. C. Expedition from, March &-10, 1863 179

Thompson's Bridge, N. C. Skirmish at, December 17, 1862 69

Garrett, Frank. B. Mentioned 509

Garrett, Joshua L. Mentioned 995

Garrett, W. N. Mentioned 810,811

Geary, John W. Mentioned 819

Gee, B. H. Mentioned .• 921

General Jesup, U. S. S.

Construction and equipment of. Comraunications from

Dix, John A 404,476

Lee, S. P 393

V-iele, Egbert L 404

Mentioned 476
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Greorgia, Steamer. Mentioned 50y

Georgia Troops. Mcntioued.

Artillery, Light—Batter/'es Macon, 190, 191.

Cavalry—Kegiments : 62d,* 155, 15?;, 2-.'0, 221, 755, 854, 984, 1008, 1020, 1060,

1086, 1087, 1089, lOJO.

Infantry—/?e^/me/7fs / 3d, 652; 25th, 29th, 30th, 866; 320,833,866; 46th,

47th, 666 ; 59th, 751, 7.5'J, 764, 787, 802, 921, 997, 998, 1044.

Gerauiura, Schooner. Mentioned 39B

Getty, George "W.

Mentioned 149, 268, 270-272, 274-277, 279, 283, 286,

287, 294, 297, 30p, 312-314, 317, 319, 320, 558, 562-565, 570, 575, 582, 633, 637,

641-G43, 645, 653, 655, 658, 662, 663, 676, 686, 687, 690, 691, 694, 095, 725, 735

Reiiort of siege of Suffolk, Va., April 11-May 4, 1863 301

Gibbon, H. A. Mentioned 587

Gibbs, Alfred. Meutioned.. .. 35,37,123,126,132,279,491,494,496,499,575,734,1093

Gibbs, George C. (42dN.C.)
Correspondence with

Hill, D. H 946

Longstreet, James 945

Meutioned 865,947,953,1065

Gibbs, George C. (3dN.Y.Cav.) Mentioned 73,164

Gilbert, Virgil, Mentioned 213

Giles, Solomon. Meutioned 602

Gill. Thomas J.

Case of. Communications from

Dix, John A 439,441,449

Lee, S. P 439,450

Mentioned 450

Gillis, James H.

Mentioned 256-258,360,628,689,698,699,704

Reports of

MattLiews County, Va. Exi)edition into. May 19-22, 1863 361

Yorktown, Va. Expedition from, April 1,1863 256,258

Gilliss, James. Mentioned 575, 735

Gillmore, Quincy A. Mentioned 457

Gilmer, J. F.

Correspondence with Eugiueer Department, C. S. A 743

Mentioned
'. 762,767,771,853,968,976,977

For correspondence, etc., see Engineer Department, C. S. A.

Gist, S. R.

Corre.spoudeuce with W. H. C. Whiting 801

Mentioned 818,828,829,832,837,842,849,866,867,871

Glcnnon, John. Meutioned - 298

Gloucester Co., Va. Reeonuaissanee to. Dee. 12, 1862. See. Yorktown, Va.

Hecunvaissancc from, Doc. 11-15, 1862.

Gloucester C. H., Va. Expedition to, April 7, 1863.

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army 260,261

Report of A. H. Grimshaw 260

See also Keyea to Halleck, p. 587.

Gloucester Peninsula, Va. Operations on the, Aug. 20, 1862-June 4, 1863.

Communications from S. P. Leo 560

See also

Nov. 16, 1362. Gloucester Point. Skirmiah at.

22, 1802. Maftlicn-s Count/). DeKlniclion of Sall-Worka in.

' Originally called 2d Partisau liauycra. Co. H served as artillery.
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Gloucester Peninsula, Va. Operations on, Aug. 20, 1862-June 4, 1863—Cont'd.

See also

Dec. 11-15, 1862. Yorktown. Beconnaissance from.

April 1, 1863. Torktown. Expedition from.

7, 1863. Gloucester C. H. Expedition to.

9-14, 1863. Gloucester Point. Operations against.

12, 1863. Hickory Forks. Reconnaissance to the viviniti/ of.

27, 1863. Hickory Forks. Expedition heyo>'d.

May 15, 1863. Eohinson's Plantation, Kimj and Queen County. Expe-

dition to.

19-22, 1863. Matthews County. Expedition into.

Gloucester Point, Va.

Operations against, April 9-14, 1863. Report of D. J. Godwin 261

Skirmish at, Nov. 16, 1862. Reports of

Davis, William W. H "52

Naglee, Henry M 32

See also Dix to Halleck, p. 459.

Godwin, D. J.

Mentioned 341

Report of operations against Gloucester Point, Va., April 9-14, 1863 261

Goldsborough, N. C.

Confederate troops at. Organization, strength, etc., Doc. 20, 1862 807

Expedition to, Dec. 11-20, 1862.

Casualties, returns of, Union troops .. 60

Communications from

Army Headquarters 473, 481

Beauregard, G. T 806

Dis, John A 473

Foster, John G 469,475,476,489

North Carolina, Governor of 801

Peck, John J 474

Quartermaster-General's Office, C. S. A 107

KadclitFe, James D 794

Robertson, B. H 804,805

Smith, Gustavus W 801-803,805,800

War Department, C. S 802,803,805

Whiting, W. H. C 794,802-806

See also Dix to Halleck, p. 478.

Congratulatory orders. (Foster) 59, 60

Co-operation of Dix and Foster 37-43, 465, 400, 473, 476-479

Reports of

Amory, Thomas J. C, Dec. 14-17, 1862 75

Chambers, John G., Dec. 11-16, 1862 78.

Codman, Charles R., Dec. 14-16, 1862 80
Cole, George W., Dec. 12-16, 1862 74

Evans, N. G., Dec. 13-17, 1862 112

Fellows, JohnF., Dec. 14-17, 1862 77

Fitz Simmons, Charles, Dec. 15, 1862 67

Foster, John G • 54

Garrard, Jeptba, Dec. 15, 1862 69

Hall, Newton, Dec. 12-16,1862 71

Heckman, Charles A 91

Holbrook, Charles L 80

Howell, Joshua B., Dec. 13-17,1862 .. 101
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Goldsborough, N. C—Continued.
''^"'

Expedition to, Dec. 11-20, 1862.

Reports of

Jacobs, Ferris, jr., Dec. 13-14, 1862 72
Jenney, Edwin S gg
Ledlie, James H., Dec. 11-17, 1862 63
Lee, Horace C g^
Moschell, JohuF., Dec. 11-lG, 1862 ; 70
Pickett, Josiah y7
Shurtleif, William S

'.

88
Smitli, Gustavus W., Dec. 13-18, 1862 10G-10<J
Sprague, A. B. E m
Stevens, W. H., Dec. 16-17, 1862 HO
Stevenson, Thomas G y2
Taylor, David A., Dec. 11-17, 1862 CI
Wes.sell8, Henry W., Dec. 5-21, 1862 95
Zabriskie, Abram 94

See also

Dec. 12-15, 18G2.—Neui)e River. Operations on the.

14, 1802.

—

Kinston. Engatjement at.

16, 1S62.— White Ball. Engayemevt at.

Mount Olive Statiov and Goshen Swamp. Affairs at.

17, 1862.

—

Dudley Station. Raid on.

Goldahorough Bridge. Engagement at.

Thompson's Bridge. Skirmish at.

Goldsborougli Bridge, N. C. Eugageuieut at, Dec. 17, 1862. Reports of

Clingiuau, Thomas L II7
Pool, Stephen D 120

See also Dec. 11-20, 1862. Goldsborough, N. C. Expedition to. Reports of

Ainory, Thomaa J. C. Ledlie, Janiea H. Stevens, Walter H,
Evanf^, Natban G. Lee, Horace C. Stevenson, Tboinai) G.
Fellows^John P. Pickett, Josiah. Taylur, David .A

.

Foster, John G. Shurtleff, William S. Zabriskie, Abram.
Heckman, Cbarlea A. Smith, Gustavus W.

Goldsborough, John R. Mentioned 489

Goldsborough, L. M. Mentioned 383, 393, 404, 426, 437, 555

Goldthiwaite, Joseph A. Mentioned 512

Goode, John, jr. Mentioned 742

Goode, J. Thomas. Mentioned 920

Goodspeed, Merritt M. Mentioned 70

Goodwin, Francis B. Mentioned 370

Gordon, Charles H. Mentioned 122 .

Gordon, George H.

Assignments to command 659

Correspondence with John A. Dix 702,700

Itinerary 2d Division, 4th Corps, May 4-June 1, 1863 372

Mentioned 279,

281, 285, 372, 658, 659, 687, 690, 091, 704, 705, 707, 714, 723, 728, 730, 732-734

Reports of

Robinson's Plantation, Va. Expedition to. May 15, 1803 357

Suffolk, Va. Operations May 1-4, 1863, during siege of 323

West Point, Va. Evacuation of. May 31-June 1, 1863 372

Goree, Thomas J. Mentioned 896, 1021

Gorgas, Josiah. Mentioned 770

For carrespoDdence, etc, see Ordnanoe DeparUnent, C. S. A,
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Goshen Swamp, N. C. Affair at, Doc. 16, 18()2. Eoport of Jeptha Garrard.. 6'J

See also Dec. 11-20, 1862. JSxpciiUioii. to Goldsborouyh, N. C. Reports of

Foster, Jobn G. Smitl), Guatavus W.

Gouraud, George E. Mentioned 9,214,216,221,241,512,613,680

Graham, Edward. Mentioned I'J

Graham, George "W. Mentioned 58,59,65,93-95,737

Graham, Joseph. Mentioned -' 191

Graham, W. A. Mentioned 921,963

Grammer, W. T. Mentioned 737

Granite, U. S. Sloop. Mentioned 223

Grant, Edw^in M. Mentioned 280

Grant, U. S. Mentioned 284,1084.1089

Graves, George "W. Mentioned 40,210,223,243

Gray, Charles O. Mentioned - 18, 59, 60, 92, OG-L)--:', 100, 101, 116, 722

Green, Dr. Mentioned 568

Green, Mr. Mentioned - 544

Green, VT. R. Mentioned 44

Gregg, D. McM. Mentioned 707,710

Gregory, David E. Mentioned 734

Gregory, Lemuel B. Mentioned 291,292

Greig, Sherman. Mentioned 68, 227

Grey, Joseph. Mentioned 170

Grice, Allen. Mentioned 561

Griffin, Joel R. Mentioned 36,37,755,1008,1051,1064,1087,1089

Grimes, David E. Mentioned 89

Grimshaw^, Arthur H.
Mentioned 576,734,1094

Keport of expedition to Gloucester Court-House, Va., April 7, 1863 260

Grist, Isaac 'W. Mentioned 198

Guion, George M. Mentioned 1093

Guion, Henry T. Mentioned 930,944,945,986

Gulf, Department of the. Ke-euforcomonts for. Commuuieatious^'iom

Army Headquarters 488

Dix, John A 487

Gum Swamp, N. C. Skirmish at. May 22, 1863. See Kinston, N. C. Demon-
stration on, May 20-23, 1863.

Gurney, 'William. Mentioned 279,287,323,627,676,734
Gwathmey, Washington.

C'orre.spondeuce with
Frobel, B.W 842
Whiting, W. H. C 843

Mentioned 849
Gwynn, Walter.

Correspondence with
Cooke, James W , 767
Engineer Department, C. S. A 754,758,763,76.5,767,768,813,884

Mentioned _ 756, 757,761, 762, 7(i7, 771, 840, 884
Gwynn, "W. B. Mentioned 763
Habeas Corpus. Writ of, suspended at Salisbury, N. C, and vicinity 793
Hadley, M. J. Eeport of ordnance stores captnred at Sandy Kidge, N. C 155
Hagemeister, Du Plat. Mentioned 150
Hahn, Allen "W. Mentioned 390
Hale, Sergeant. Mentioned .' 934

Hale, Martin G. Mentioned - - 18K
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Hali fax, Steamer. Mentioned 14y
Hall, E. D.

Correspondence T^-ith War Department, C. S 1091
Mentioned 930

Hall, Johu. Mentioned (j7

Hall, Newton.
Correspondence with J. Eichtcr Jones ; 726
Mentioned 8,54,55
Report of opisratious Dec. 1-2-16, 1862, during expedition to Goldsborougb,

N. C 71

Hall, Rowland M. Mentioned 5O8
Hall, William P. Mentioned 32, 50, 51, 124, 260, 261, 576, 629, 707, 734, 101)4

HaUeck, Henry W. Mentioned 11, 202, 267, 277, 265,392,

412, 419, 427, 445, 451, 470, 476, 4H2, 518, 530, 536, 538, 540, 564, .571, 572, 5t:'9,

593,613,015, 618,620,629, 033,037,638,641,644, 645, 671,081, 6c8, 718, 731

For corresijondoucc, etc., see Army ileadquarta-a.

Hampton, Wade. Mentioned 815,870,891,1044

Hand, Baniel W. Mentioned 134, 139, 280, :jo4

Hanc'ver Station, Va. SUirniish at, May 3, 1803 3

HanovertoTwn Ferry, Va. Skirmish at. May 4, 1803 3

Hardy, Granville. Mentioned 77

Harkawray, Schooner.

Mentioned 1050

Seizure of. Communications from W, H. C. Whiting 1056

Harkness, Elijah A. Mentioned 129

Harland, Edw^ard. *

Mentioned 277, 279, 287, 294, 301, 302, 306, 307, 315, 317, 570, 575, 608, 676, 73;.

Report of siege of Suflolli, Va., April 11-May 4, 1803 312

Hannan, 'William.

Correspondence with Henry A. Wise 808, 809

Mentioned 790,886

Harrington, Samuel. Mentioned 159, 167

Harris, Robert. Mentioned 606

Harris, T. A. Mentioned 270,278,280

Harris, Thomas W. Mentioned 107,197,913

Harrison, Scout. Mentioned 923

Harrison, Asa H. Mentioned 146

Harrison, Burton N. For correspondence as Pvt. Sec, see Jejfaioti DariJi.

Harrison, George P., jr.

Correspondence with W. H. C. Whiting 831,851

Mentioned
'.

809,817,821,828,844,865,860,873,890

Harrison, J. W. Mentioned 200

Hcirrison, Randolph. Mentioned 798

Hart, Charles H. Mentioned 70

Hart, James H. Mentioned - 299

Hart, T. D. Mentioned 501,577,738

Hart, William. Mentioned 66

Hart-well, Cephas L. Mentioned 134

Harvey, William H. Mentioned 859

Harvie, Lew^is E., Mr.

Correspondence with War Department, C. S 951

Mentioned '^l'^

Harvie, Lew^is E., Lieutenant. Mentioned 1008

Harwood, A. A- Mentioned ,, 66i

72 K K—VOL XVIU
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Hasbrouck, H. C. Mentioned 280,576,735

Haakell. Johu C.

Mentioned 192,194,196,865,954,1004,1007

Report of expedition against New Berne, N. C, March 8-16, 1863 190

Haskia, Joseph A. Mentioned 608

Hasty, Thomas J. Mentioned 44

Hawkins, Rush C. Mentioned - 279,280,286,309,575,676

Hawley, Louis J. Mentioned 920, 1006

Hayes, H. Mentioned 764,765

Haynes, Thomas W. Mentioned 342

Hays, Alexander. Mentioned 608,876

Hazell. M r. Mentioned 827

Heckman, Charles A.

Mentioned 55,58,59,63,65,66,74,76,77,79,85,96,98,103,

216, 220, 221, 378, 469, 500, 501, 548, 577, 602, 603, 623, 63?:!, 678, 700, 1031

Reports of

Goldsboroiigh, N. C. Expedition to, Dec. 11-20, 1862 91

Washington, N. C. Expedition to, April 17-19,1863 221

Hedrick, John J.

C'orrespondenc<- with W. H. C. Whiting 848

Mentioned 849,922

Heft, Casper, Schooner. Mentioned 416

Heine, 'William. Mentioned 386,735

Heintzelman, Samuel P.

Correspondence with Army Headquarters 608, 637

Mentioned 373,834,1066,1070

Henry Burden, Steamer. Mentioned 599, 601

Henry, M. "W. Mentioned 331,334,989,991,995,1010,1045,1046

Herbert, George H. Mentioned 308

Heth, Henry.
Correspondence with

Davis, W. G. M 853

North Carolina, Governor of 853,854

Mentioned 706, 1045, 108;!, 1088

Hetzel, U. S. S. Mentioned 171,172
Hickory Forks, Va.

Expedition beyond, April 27, 1863. " Record of Events," 7th Army Corps. 343
Reconnaissance to vicinity of, April 12, 1863. Report of C. C. Tevis .... 341

Hicks, Mr. Mentioned 570

Hicks, A. H. Mentioned 241

Hill, Captain. Mentioned 462

Hill, A. P.

Correspondence with Adjutant and Inspector General's OfQce, C. S. A 888

Mentioned 385, 706, 856, 1045

Hill, Daniel H.

Address to soldiers 894

A.ssignments to command 847,872,894,953

Correspondence with

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 1028,

1032, 1034, 1001, 1067, 1079, 1082, 1084

Beauregard, G. T 892,1007,1012,1017,1021,1030,1036

• Clarke, William J 1013

Colquitt, A. H 1074, 10r5

Daniel, Junius 914, 924,930, 932,944,951,954,974, 1011, 1046. 1057, 1002
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Hill, Daniel H.—Continued.

Conespoiidciice witli

Garnett, K. B 918, 055, 971, 975, 976, 984, 088, 989, 991, 992, 1001
Glbbs, George C 94g
Leo, Robert E 1063,1009,1071,1074,1075,1079
Lougstreot, Jamea ggg ggo

908, 920, 923, 925, 931, 932, 937, 941, 943, 947, 948, 953, 956, 962,' 964*

968, 972, 973, 975, 9S9, 990, 1031, 1032, 1046, 1047, 1050, 1057, 1061, 1072
Marsball, \V. H 1054
Martin, J. G 985,1033,10.59,1064,1065,1087,1089
Kavy Department, C. S 919
North Carolina, Governor of 1011, 1019
Pettigrew, J. J 195,883,921,985,990,1004,1007,1013,1027
Rains, G. J 1082
Ransom, R., jr 957,971,981,985,986,1000,1004
Robertson, B. H 912,1007,10,51

AVar Department, C. S 861,

890, 983, 1005, lOlG, 1047, 1048, 1050, 1052, 1053, 1059, 1076, 1079, 1092

Whitford, John N Ul2'2, 10.54

\Vbitiug, W. H. C 893,896,904,910,

972, 982, 987, 1022, 1041, 1045, 1048, 1049, 1052, 1058, 1070, 1073, 1076, 1080

Mentioned 189,

190, 210, 211, 216, 220, 230, 232,236, 245, 246, 275, 277,278. 231-283, 285,

291, 323, 330, 344, 385, 488, 549, 555, 562, 564, 687, 590, 605, 606, 614, 620, 622,

623, 626, 627, 632, 644, 648, 650, 655, 667, 668, 684, 685, 689, 690, 692, 696, 699,

700, 705, 742, 819, 831, 847, 851, 872, 891, 892, 901, 905, 907-909, 914, 916, 917,

923, 924, 930, 937, 943, 945, 946, 949, 9.53, 959-961, 966, 969, 970,973,979,

981, 983, 996-999, 1012, 1014, 1015, 1017, 1020, 1028, 1029, 1031, 1032, 1034,

1035, 1045, 1058, 1064, 1066, 1069, 1077, 1078, 1081-1084, 1086, 1088, 1089

Report of expedition against New Berne, N. C, March 8-16, 1863 188

Hill, James C. Mentioned 892

HiU, J. H. Mentioned 116

Hill, James H. For correspondence, as A. A. G., see TV. H. C. Whiting..

Hill, Samuel. Mentioned 562

Hill, Theron D. Mentioned 59,60

Hiller, Frederick L. Mentioned 735

Hill's Point, N. C.

Affair at, April 16, 1863. See reports of Foster, p. 212 ; Potter, pp. 218, 219.

Engagement at, April 2, 1863. See report of Foster, p. 212.

Hill's Point, Va. Skirmish near, May 3, 1863. See J^riZ 11-Jfoy 4, 1863. Siege

of Suffolk, Va. Beporls of

Button, Arthur H. Getty, George W. Peck, John J.

Hindes, Pulaski. Mentioned - 62

Hinds, George "W.

Mentioned 500

Report of engagement at Kinston, N. C, Dec. 14," 1862 100

Hines, John C. Mentioned 198

Hinton, Mr. Mentioned 650

Hitchcock, E. A. Mentioned 59

Hitchcock, George H. Mentioned 168, 578

Hobbs, Moses. Mentioned 552

Hofiman, Southard. Mentioned 81 , 89, 217, 233, 512, 612, 613

For correspondence as A. A. G., see John G. Foster; also Invis N. Palmer.

Hofinan, Mr. Mentioned 961
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Hoke, R. F. Mcntioued 928

Holbrook, Charles L.

Mentioned 69,76,408,500,577,736

Reports of

Goldaborougb, N. C. Expedition to, Dec. 11-20, 1862 80

Kiiiston, N. C. Jixi)edition toward, April 27-May 1,1863 349

Holden, William. Mentioned -• 512

Holdeii, ^WilliamW. Mentioned 1092

HoUy, Thomas F. Mentioned 757

Holmes, Theophilus H. Mentioned 859

Holt, E. J. Mentioned 156

Homaus, George H. Mentioned 350

Hood, J. B.

Correspondence with Samuel G. Frencli 1042

Mentioned 275,291,324-320.332,

334, 337, 339, 48B, 549, 579, 583, 587, 604, 605, 625, 632, 641, 679, 680, ()33, 690-

692! 732,' 876, 880, 882, 890, 898, 899, 915-917, 923, 925-927, 933, 937, 942, 944,

963/970,989,995,1002, 1010, 1015, 1017, 1033, 1037-1042, 1045, 1047, 1052

Hook, Cornelius, jr. Mentioned 469,501

Hooker, George H. Mentioned 96,101,102

Hooker, Joseph.

Co-operation of Dix with. See Chancellorsville Campaign, Va., April '27-

May 6, 1863.

Correspondence with

Army Headquarters 683,709

Dix, John A 067,671,672,689,727,730,732,733,738

Keyes, Erasmus D 683,687,730,739

Kilpatrick, Judson 721

Peck, John J 582,

586, 600, 606, 644, 653, 655, 658, 667, 672, 679, 680, 683, 684, 691, 692

Mentioned 189, 267, 279, 281, 282, 284, 285, 324, 549, 567, 586, 587, 604, (ilO, 616,

624, 630, 632, 633, 639, 644, 649, 650, 662, 668, 680, 68:3-685, 687, 691, 693, 696,

699, 706, 709, 711, 714, 720, 721, 723, 724, 728, 730, 738, 739, 876, 877, 882.883,

890, 898, 911, 922, 942, 944, 951, 953, 954, 959, 967, 1001, 1002, 1014, 1024, 1036,

1046-1048, 1054, 1055, 1057, 1063, 1066, 1069, 1070, 1075, 1078, 1087, 1090

Hopkins, Mr. Mentioned 7-97

Hopkins, Dickinson S. Mentioned 341

Hopkins, F. Mentioned 666

Horton, Charles S. Mentioned 271,277

Horton, William L. Mentioned 364, 365

Host, Mr. Mentioned 570

HoTward, James. Mentioned 742

Howard, Oliver O. Mentioned 1029

Howard, RobertV. W. Mentioned 126,1094

Howell, Joshua B.

Mentioned : 79,90,99,500,548,577,678,738

Report of operations Dec. 13-17, during expedition to Goldsborough, N. C. 101

Hudgin, Walter G. Mentioned 342

Hudson, City of, Steamer. Mentioned 450

Hudson, James, jr. Mentioned 578

Huffman, G. D. Mentioned 342

Huger, Battery, Va. Capture of, April 19, 1863.

Communications from

Carroll, Gray --• ^29

Cunningham, George A 340
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Page.

Hnger, Battery, Va. Capture of, April 19, 1863—Continued.
Coniiniinication.s from

Dix, John A 637

French, Samuel G 327,328,337,340

Longstreet, James 326

Peck, John J 637

Pendleton, W. F 33.5

Shumaker, L. M 328

Stribling, R. M .328

See also Longstreet to Seddon, p. 1014.

Reports of

Boggs, F. J., .333

Connally, John K 338

Bearing, James 334

French, Samnel G 324

Jones, John A 337

Shumaker, L. M 331

Stribling, Jl. M 33G

Ward, John E 314

See also April 11-May 4, 1863. Siege of Suffolk-, Va. Reports of

Dntton, Arthur H. Getty, George W. Peck, John J.

Hughes, John H. Mentioned 295

Hughes, N. Mentfoned 194

Hughes, Patrick J. Mentioned 134,138

Hughston, Robert S. Mentioned 287,676

Hull, Commodore, U. S. S. Mentioned 211,213-21.5

Hume, Mr. Mentioned 580

Humphreys, George 'W. Mentioned 308

Hunchback, U. S. S. Mentioned 25,170,172,185,223,224,230,231

Hungary Station, Va. Skirmish at. May 4, 1883 3

Hunt, PranklinL. Mentioned 498,.507, 885

Hunt, John S. Mentioned 280

Hunt, LeTwis C.

Mentioned 96, 500, .548, 599, 679, 1000, 1064

Report of engagement at Kinston, N. C, Dec. 14, 18C2 99

Hunt, William C. Mentioned 368

Hunter, David.

Controversy with Foster. See Note, p. 538.

Mentioned 567, 570, 577, 633, 711, 890, 904, 905, 911, lOlR, 1030, 1046, 1047, 1050

Hunter Woodis, Steamer. Mentioned --- 611

Hutchlngs, W. V. Mentioned - 602

Hutchins, Robert. Mentioned 880

Illinois Troops. Mentioned.

Cavalry—/?e^/me/7fs ; 12th, 360,701, 70,5-708, 1044.

Infantry—Hegiments : 39th, 35, 37, 377, 487, 548, 577, 678, 738.

Indiana Troops. Mentioned.

Infantry—ffe^/me/?fs : ISth, 17, 18, 44, 125, 132-139, 286, 289, 293-295, 298, .377, 487,

575,676,734,1093.

Intercourse. See Trade and Intercourse.

International, Ship. Mentioned 492,494

Iredell, C. T. Mentioned 744

Ironsides, U. S. S. See New Ironsides, V. S. S.

Jack, Joseph. Mentioned ' ,578,737

Jackson, D. A. Mentioned 80

Jackson, George. Mentioned -, 121,122,1043
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Page.

Jackson, Thomas J.

Death of, announced ^^'"^

Mentioned 39, 284, 3«o, 551, 552, 714, 739, 1045, 1048, 1055, 1057, 1073

Jacksonville, N. C. Skirmish near, Jan. 20, 1863. See Nmu Berne, N. C.

Reconnaissance from, Jan. 17-21,1863.

Jacob Marten, Sloop. Mentioned - ^^5

Jacobs, Ferris, jr.

Mentioned 69,154,159,163,164,366,556

Reports of

Goldsborough, N. C. Operations, Dec. 13-14, 1862, during expedition to. ' 72

Kinston, N. C. Demonstration on, March C-8, 1863 162

James, Lieutenant. Mentioned 280,566

James River, Va.
Defenses of.

Communications from

Brown, Jack • 921

Davis, Jefferson 870

French, Samuel G - 870

Longstreet, James - 908

Smith, GustayuB W 870,871

War Department, C. S 743,870,871

Davidson, Hunter, placed in charge of submarine 743

Naval operations. Communications from

Engineer Department, C. S. A 743

Milligan, J. F 741

Navy Department, U. S . — 376

Operations on south side of, Aug. 20, 1862-JuDe 3, 1863.

Communications from

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 846, 909, 1084

Army Headquarters 459, 479, 511

Daniel, Junius 745

Dix, John A 386, 387, 398, 400, 403, 408, 410, 454, 455, 459, 460, 464,

465, 473, 474, 476, 477, 479, 483-486, 507-509, 513, 517-521, 534, 537, 538, 540,

541, 549-551, 553, 555, 556, 558, 561, 563, 567, 579, 627, 628, 698, 717, 719, 720

Dodge, Charles C 551

Elzey, Arnold 871,919

Ferebee, D. D 745,748

Ferry, O. S 399,483-485,488,495

French, Samuel G 846,906,1069

Harman, William 808,809

Jenkins, M 940,946,961,1086

Keyes, Erasmus D 592,593

Lee, EobertE 784,846,851

Lee, S. P 393,413,519,566,693,713

Longstreet, James 909,910,918,950,956,1045,1094

Mansfield, Joseph K. F 385

Navy Department, U. S - 442

Peck, John J 401,416,441,444,446,453,455,458-460,464,

465, 474, 476, 482, 485, 504, 507, 510-513, 516, 517, 519-522, 524, 528, 530, 531,

.534-537, 539, 540, 542, 543, 550-552, 555-558, 5(>2, 564-566, 571, 573, 582, 586,

626, 627, 639, 644, 652, 654, 657, 658, «73, 699, 705, 710, 714, 719, 723, 725, 744

Pryor, EogerA 790,845,877,879,888

Roberts, W. Dewees 693

Smith, Gustavus W 743,747-749,751,800,845
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James River, Va.—Continued.
Operations ou south side of, Aug. 20, 1862-June 3, 1863.

Communicaliuns from

Stratton, Franklin A 693
Vielc, Egbert L 542
War Department, C. S 845, 850

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army , ;!!):5,

400, 403, 410, 411 413, 51!), nOC, 003, 094, 098, 702-704

See also

. Aug. 31, 1862. Franklin. Skirviish at.

Sept. 2- 3, L862. Suffolk. Expedition from.

Oct. 3,1862. Blackwater. Skirmish on llic, near Franllm.

Jilackwater. Affair on the, item- Zuni.

15, 1862. Carrsville. Skirmish near.

25, 1862. Zuni. Skirmish near.

29, 1862. Blackwater. Skirmish on the.

31, 1862. Franklin. Skirmish at.

Nov. 12-14, 1862. Suffolk. Operations about, includintj skirmishes {I2th)

at Providence Church and (Hth) at Blackioater Bridge

and Zuni.

17, 1862. Carrsville. Affair near.

18, 1862. Franklin. Skirmish at.

Dec. 1,1862. Beaver Dam Church. Skirmish at.

2, 1862. Blackioater. Skii-mish on the, near Franklin.

8-12, 1862. Suffolk. Reconnaissances from, to the Blnckwalir, and
skirmishes at and about Zuni.

22,1862. Windsor ancC at Joyner's Ferry. Skirmishes near.

28, 1862. Suffolk and at Providence Church. Skirmislies near.

Jan. 8-10, 1863. Blackwater. Expedition from Suffolk tonard the.

9, 1863. Providence Church. Skirmish near.

30, 1863. Deseited House, or Kelly's Store, near Suffolk. Emjaije-

mcnt at.

Feh. 5, 1863. Olive Branch Church. Skirmish near.

7, 1863. Olive Branch Church. Skirmish al.

Mar. 7- 9, lt-G3. Suffolk. Reconnaissance from, and skirmish (dlh) vear

Windsor.

17, 1863. Franklin. Skirmish near.

25, 1863. Norfolk. Affair at.

April ll-M.iy 4, 1863. Suffolk. Siege of.

May 12-26, 1863. Seaboard and Boanoke Railroad. Operations on the,

and skirmishes (15(/i, 16(ft) near Carrsville.

15-28, 1863. Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad. Operations on the,

and skirmishes (I7th) near Providence Church and

(23d) at Antioch Church and Barber's Cross-Roads.

A]so Dix to Balleck, pp. 388,389,395,396; Dix to Lee, p. 412; Dlx to

Lincoln, p. 458; Lincoln to Dix, p. 458; Keyes'to Halhck, p. .587;

Dix to Foster, p. 667; French to Vance,-p. 760; Smith to Lee, p. 780.

James, W. H.
Corn-spoudence with North Carolina, Governor of 957

Mentioned - °''^

J. C. Roker, Schooner. Mentioned 475

Jenkins, A. G.

Correspondence with North Carolina, Governor of ,-- -- 863

Mentioned 895,902,934,935
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Page.

Jenkins, M.
Correspondence with •

French, Samuel G 1010, I0I8, 103;!, 1043, 1086

LongBtreet, James 923,940,1)46,961,963

Mentioned 275,291,329,330,355,549,571,

583,683,704,705,722,909, 910, 917, 930,993, 1010, 1016, 1017, 1025, 1033,

1038, 1039, 1043, 1044, 1056, 1066, 1067, 1071, 1075-1079, 1082-1086, 1088

Jenney, Ed^win S.

Mentioned 63,64

Report of expedition to Goldsboroiigh, N. C, Dec. 11-20,1862 66

Jessie, Steamer. Mentioned 1022

Jeaup, General, U. S. S. See General Jenup, U. S. S.

Jocknlck, George F.

Mentioned 8,213,218,390,737

Report of skirmish near Washington, N. C, Feb. 13, 1863 156

John A. Warner, Steamer. Mentioned 295, 387, 422, 429

John Brooks, Steamer. Mentioned 502

John Farron, Steamer. Mentioned 240,241,243

John Francis, Schooner. Mentioned 433,434,440

John L. Lockwood, U. S. S. Mentioned 172, 182, 223, 229, 241-244, 463, 630

John Rice, Steamer. Mentioned 705

Johnson, Captain. Mentioned 280

Johnson, A. B.

Correspondence with T. G. Baylor 664

Mentioned 280

Johnson, James. Mentioned ,576, 734, 1094

Johnson, James A. Mentioned 734

Johnson, 'Williain. Mentioned 575,735

Johnston, George H. Mentioned 216,221

Johnston, James C. Mentioned 526

Johnston, Joseph E.

Correspondence with War Department, C. S 1082

Mentioned 777, H47, 1077, lOHO, 1082, 1084, 1089

Jones, John A. Report of capture of Battery Hnger, Va., April 19, 1863 337

Jones, John R. Correspondence w^th Gustavus W. Smith 751

Jones, J. Richter.

Correspondence with

Foster, .John G 163, 514, 529, 559, 696, 713, 716, 718, 724

Hall, N 726

Death of, announced 729

Mentioned l.'-)5, 22.'i-227, 343-348, 350, 362-371, 5.^>7, 577. 665, 729, 1073

Reports of

Batchelder's Creek, N. C. Expedition from, Foh. 12-13, 1863 1.53, 154

Kinston, N. C.

Demonstrations on.

March '6-8, 1863 „ 160

May 20-23, 1863 364

Operations April 30, 1863, during expedition toward 351,353
Ncuse, Dover, and Trent roads, N. C. Reconnai.ssanccH on, Jan. 27-28,

1H63 131

Sandy Ridge, N. C. Skirmish at, April 20, 1863 239

Jones, Richard P. Mentioned 814, 819
Jones, Samuel.

Correspondence with

French, William H 935
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Jones, Samuel—Continued.
Correspondence with

War Department, C. S 935,936
Mentioned 563, 787, 803, 815, 902, 909, 934 , 935, 1078, 1088, 1089

Jones, 'Warner T. Mentioned 814

Jones, W. E. Mentioned 940 948
Jordan, H. T. Mentioned

,. 340
Jordan, John V. Mentioned 121

Jordan, Thomas. Mentioned 881

For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see G. T. Beaurcfjard.

Josaelyn, Francis. Mentioned 217

Jourdan, James.
Itinerary of 2d Brigade, 5th Division, 18th Army Corps. Siege of Wash-

ington, N. C, April 7-22, 1863 2.54

Mentioned 167, 173, 176, 225-227, 238, 473, 548, 578, 599, 679, 736, 737
" Record of Events," 2d Brigade, 5th Division, 18th Army Corps. Skirmish

near Deep Gully, N. C, March 30, 1863 209

Joy, Henry S. Mentioned 157

Joyce, W. A. Correspondence with Governor of North Carolina 880

Joyner's Ferry, Va. Skirmish at, Dec. 22, 1862. Report of Orris S. Ferry . . 123

Joynes, 'W. T. Mentioned 874

Judson, J. A. Mentioned 365

For correspondence as Asst. Adjt. Gen., see Innis N. Palmer.

Keese, Oliver, jr. Mentioned 735

Keith, C. C. F. Mentioned 61,62

Keith, James A. Mentioned 881,893,898,909

Kelly's Store, Va. Engagement at, Jan. 30, 1863. See Deserted JTotisc, Va.

Kelton, J. C. For correspondence, as A. A. G., see Army Headquarter.^.

Kemper, J. L. Mentioned 687, 688,

692,915,917,929, 931-933,937, 938,941,951,956,9.57, 960-962,964,966,969

Kennebec, Steamer. Mentioned 501

.

Kennedy, John T. Mentioned .. 986, 1007

Kennedy, T. J. Mentioned .- 6.5,66,737

Kennely , John. Mentioned 295

Kent, Frank D. Mentioned 158

Kent, Jonathan W. Mentioned 70

Kent, William P. Mentioned 130

Keokuk, U. S. S. Mentioned 592

Keyea Erasmus D.

Assumes command (temporarily) of Department of Virginia 586

Correspondence vi'ith

Array Headquarters 585-589, 591, 592, 595, 596, 599, 601 , 603, 604, 609, 739

Bnsteed, Eichar^ 206

Dix, John A 130, 151,205, 488,491,492, .515, 517, 529, 532, ,582, 599, 603,

622, 628, 641, 651, 652, (;73, 689, 692, 693, 701, 702, 705, 714, 716, 717, 728, 732

Famswortb, John G C28

Foster, John G - 592,601

Hooker, Joseph 683,687,730,739

Kilpatrick, Jndson 359

King, RufuR 263-265,601 607

Lee, S. P 522, 596, .597, 60.3-605, 611

Lewis, William 517, .573

McClellan, George B 373,374,378

Palmer, Innis N .592,593
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Page.

Keyes, Erasmus D.—Continued.

Correspondence with

Peck, John J 593,597-600,603,606

West, Robert M 266,6-29,693

Mentioned 49,203,256,258,260,366,267,281,361,376-378,

381, 382, 385, 388, 389, 411, 433, 434, 445, 467, 468, 486, 494, 499, 532, 546, 568,

574; 576, 591, 593, 596, 597,601, 607, 612, 616, 618, 660, 665, 075, 677, 689, 692,

702,704,706,707,721,727,730, 732-734, 1025, 1026, 1058, 1078, 1079, 1094

Reports of

Matthews County, Va. Expedition into. May 19-22, 1863 359

Olive Branch Church, Va. Skirmish at, Feb. 7, l-ilJ3 149,150

Williamsburg, Va. Skirmish at, April 11, 1863 262

Yorktown, Va. Expeditions from.

Jan. 7-9,1863 124

April 1,1863 256

Ealpatrick, Judson.

Correspondence with

Dix, JohnA 707,710,721

Hooker, Joseph 721

Keyes, Erasmus D 359

Mentioned 360,361,706-708,730,732

Report of expedition into Matthews County, Va., May 19-22, 1803 360

Kimball, Edgar A. Mentioned 272,705

Kimberly , W. H. Mentioned 436

Kimberly & Bros. Mentioned 423,434

Kincaid, James M. Mentioned 18

King, EUson. Mentioned 893

King, Reuben V. Mentioned 376,377,411,577

King, Rufus.

Correspondence with

Army Head<)uarters 706,708

Keyes, Erasmus D 203-205,601,607

War Department, U. S ; 706, 708

West, Robert M 266,612

Mentioned .570,677,734

Report of skirmi.sh at Williamsburg, Va., April 11, 1863 262-266

King and Queen County. Va. Reconnaissance to, Dec. 12, 1862. See York-
town, Va. liecoimaissance from, Dec. 11-1^,1862.

Kansly, Scout. Mentioned 1022

Kinston, N. C.

Demonstrations on.

March 6-8, 1863.

Communications from

Foster, John G 549,556
.Jones, J. Richter 163

Reports of

Chamberlain, .Tames R 163
Daniel, Junius 165

.lacobs, Ferris, j r 162

Jones, J. Richter __ 160

Pickett, Josiah 158

May 20-23, 1803.

Casualties. Rcturnsof. Union troops 363

Communications from John G. Foster 729
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Page.

Kinston, N. C.—Continued.

Demonstrations oh.

May 20-23, 1863.

Itinerary of Palmer's division, 18th Corps 364

Medals of honor (Union) awarded 369

Keports of

Curtiss, Carlton B , 367

Foster, John G 362,363

Jones, J. Riohter 364

Lyman, Luke 366

Peirson, George H 365

Pickett, Josiah 370

Richmond, Silas P 371

Engagement at, Dec. 14, 1862.

Communications from N. G. Evans 114, 115

Reports of

Foster, John G 53

Hinds, George W.. 100

Hunt, Lewis C 99

Leggett, Robert 84

Mallett, Peter 115

MasweU, Wilson C 104

Taylor, AlexanderW 103

Wellman, Abijah J... 98

See also Dec. 11-20, 1862. Expedition to Croldsborough, N. C. Reports of

Amory, Thomas J. C. Heckman, Cliarles A. Smith, G iistavus "W.

Chambers, John G. Howell, Joshua H. Stcvenaou. Thomas G.

Codman, Charles R. Jenney, Edwin S. Taylor, l)aTid A.

Evans, Nathan G. Ledlie, James H. Wessells, Henry W.
Fellows, John F. Pickett, Josiah. Zabriskie, Abram.
Foster, John 6. Shurtleff, "William S.

Expeditions toward.

April 16-21, 1863.

Communications from Henry Prince 631,635,638

Reports of

Barton, James 238

Prince, Henry 225

Richmond, Silas P ..-, 238

See also Itinerary 2d Brigade, 5th Division, p. 254.

April 27-May 1, 1863.

Communications from

Foster. JohnG 655

Palmer, InnisN.... 665

Reports of

Codman, Charles R .349

Holbrook, Charles L 349

Jones, J. Riohter 351,353

Lyman, Lnke 348

Palmer, InnisN - 343-345

Peirson, George H , 347

Kinston Road, N. C. Skirmishes on the, Dec. 11-12, 1862. See Dec. 11-20,

1862. Expedition to Goldsborough, N. C. liejiorts of

Foster, John G. Heckman, Charles A. .Smitli. Gustavus W.

Hall, Newton. Moschell, John F. Zabriskie, Abram.
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Page.

Kirby, Mr. Mentioned ^
'^'^^

Kleckner, Charles. Mentioned 576,1094

Kleiuz, Christopher.

Mentioned ^^^

Reports of Bkirmishes at and near Olive Branch Church, Va.

Feb. 5, 1863 148

Feb. 7, 1863 l^**

Knapp, George H. Mentioned ,

^^

Knight, G. B. Mentioned 200

Kingsley, Franklin. Mentioned 70

Knoderer, Charles A. Mentioned 132,135,139,1093

Knox, J. B. Mentioned 171,217,613

Koemer, P. W. Oscar. Mentioned 19^

Kurtz, John. Mentioned 24,26,29,378

Lacy, John S. Mentioned 144

Lamb, John C. Mentioned 49,953

Lamb, 'William.

Correspondence with

Frobel, B. W 842

Whiting, W. H. C , 843,857

Mentioned 849,911

LaMotte, Charles B. Mentioned 300,361

Lamson, R. H.
Correspondence with S. P. Lee 642

Mentioned 267,268,270,271,276,278,280,281,283,304,307.

317, 318, 320, 322, 617, 6.34, 635, 637, 642-(345, 661-663, 666, 674, (>86, 694, 703

Report of siege of Suffolk, Va., April 11-May 4, 1863 602

Lane, Bama. Mentioned 1013

Lane, James H. Mentioned ..: 850

Latrobe, O. Mentioned 896

Law, E. M. Mentioned 325,

326, 332-334, 336-340, 680, 782, 915, 917, 1002, 1014, 1040, 1042

Lawrence, G. M. Mentioned .322

Leary, John. Mentioned 298

Leary, John S. Mentioned 552

Leary, J. S., jr. Mentioned 552

Leatherby, 'WiUiam D. Mentioned 351

Lechler, A. A. Mentioned 577,738

Ledlie, James H.
Mentioned 56, 59, 411, 469, 471, 472, 501, .533, 547, 549, 576, 678, 679

Report of operations Dec. 11-17, 1862, during expedition t« Goldsborough,
N. C 03

Lee, Charles. Mentioned 1084

Lee, FitzhSgh. Mentioned 1.50, 260, 265, .587, 600, 899

Lee, Francis L.

Correspondence with John G. Fester 147, 500, 561, 566, 567
Mentioned 83, 468, .500, 577, 737
Report, of expedition to Plymouth, N. C, Feb. 1-10, 1803 145

Lee, G. W. C. Correspondence with Arnold Elzey 1092

For correspondence as Aide-de-Canip, soo Jeffcmoti Davis.

Lee, Horace C
Correspondence with Innis N. Palmer 602

Mentioned 21, 51 , 57, 5^', 05, 87, 8H, 1H6, 187, 249, 345,

346, 303-:505, 368, 370, 371, 378, "ff". 46'), 500, 533, 548, 577, 598, 005, 678, 736

Report of expedition to Goldsborough, N. C, Doc. 11-20, 1802 84



INDEX. 1149

Page. '

Lee, Jay E. Mentio«ed 04,73,89,91,469,501,578,737

Lee, Johu C.

Corrospoudence with John A. Dix 610

Muutioned 273,276,280,376,377

Lee, Marshall. Mentioned 1013

Lee, Richard H. Mentioned 198

Lee, Robert £.

Corieapoudcuce with
AOjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 875, 1028, 1029, 1034

Davis, Jell'ersou 856,1077,1078,1083,1088

Elzey, Arnold 960,979,1060,1070

Hill, D. H 1063,1069,1071,1074,1075,1079

Longstreet, James _ 883,

896. 898, 903, 906, 911, 921, 923, 924, 926, 927, 933, 937, 942-944, 940,

948-950, 954, 958-960, 900, 969, 996, 999. 1018, 1024, 1037, 1049

North Carolina, Governor of 928, 1072

Pottigrew, J. J 1050,1065

Smith, Gustavus W 768, 771, 784, 786, 803, 818, 882

War Department, C. S 801, 802,805, 810,812,814, 817,819,825, 844-H4(i,

851,876,877, 879, 860, 882, 889, 974, 998,1009,1017,1066,1072,1090, 1092

Mentioned 275, 281, 282, 335, 385, 4(54, .524, .5.56, 587, 588, 624,

039, 607, 68ff, 682, 684, 685, 708, 709, 720, 723, 724, 727, 730, 732, 733, 739, 740,

748, 749, 751-753, 757, 760, 762, 708, 771, 770, 777, 779, 780, 782, 780, 789, 790,

799, 801, 816, 823, 825, 827, 830-833. 836-838, 840, 841, 845, 847, 850, 871, 873,

874,891,900,919,925,927,932.953,1027-1029, 1032, 1037, 1044,1047,1048,

1050-1052, 1002, 1060, 1007, 1009, 1070, 1070, 1U79-1082, 1085, 1086, 1091

Lee, S. P.

Correspondence with

Davenport, H. K 453

Dix, John A 387,391,393,394,399,402-400,408,409,411-

414, 410, 417, 420-422, 425-428, 431-433, 435, 438-443, 447, 449, 450, 489, 490,

507, 510, 515, 519, 522, 523, 531, 534, 535, 540-542, 544 , 545, 547, 550, 553, 560,

566, 580, 582, 585, 587, 588, (ill, 015, 616, 621, 031, 034, 030, 039, 042, 644, 645,
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Stepping Stones, U. S. S., Commanding Officer 510
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280, 281, 388, 403, 404, 407. 408, 419, 420, 430, 436-4.38, 440, 442, 451-453, 457,
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Lee, S. S. Mentioned 751, 7.59, 764, 793, 810, 901, 917, 952, 1036, 1086

Lee 'W. H. F. Correspondence with War Department, C. S 1045
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Report of engagement at Kinston, N. C, Doc. 14, 1862 84
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Lewis, D. W. Correspondence with D. D. Ferebee 824
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Correspondence with
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Prince, Henry 177
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Correspondence with

Busteed, Richard .• 203,204

Keyes, Erasmus D 517, 573
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Lockwood, Henry H. Mentioned 442 449 494
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Correspondence with

Adjutant and Inspector General's OflSce, C. S. A 895
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Elzey, Arnold 871,910,918,919,953,965,968,1023
French, Samuel G 328

3;!7, 340, 906, 908, 914, 946, 948, 989, 993, 997-999, 1001-1004, 1009, lOlO,'

1015, 1016, 1020, 1021, 1025, 1026, 1033, 1037, 1039-1041, 1043, 1044, 1046
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McAnally, J. Mentioned 272,21)7

Macaidle, George. Mentioned 280
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Mallory, S. R. Mentioned 767,869,939,967,980,981,1008,1024
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Manchester, Horace A.
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Mann, B. N. Mentioned 58,59,78

Mann, E. N. Mentioned 116

Manning, J. H. Mentioned *^36

Manning, P. T. Mentioned 896,969

Mansfield, J. K. F.
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Marblehead, Schooner. Mentioned 412,413,418-423,426,427
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Margaret, Steamer. Mentioned 10^2

Marine ArtUlery. Mntinons conduct of. Order of John G. Foster 471

Mariner, Steamer. See Xir.'-ie, Steamer.

Marsh, Daniel J. Mentioued ^^

Marsh, T. B. Mentioned ^^^

Marsh, Timothy S. Mentioned 185,186

Marshall, Humphrey. Mentioned 803, 909, 1078, 1088

Marshall, J. K.
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Report of skirmish on the Blackvrater, Va., Oct. 3, 1862 18

Marshall, W. C. Mentioned 333

Marshall, W. H.
Correspondence with D. H. HiU 10o4
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Martin, J. G.—Continued.
Correspondence with

Hill, I). H 985,1033,1059,1064,1065,1087,1089

War Department, C. S 752

Mentioned 10, 385, 424, 470, 481, 750, 752, 753, 762, 784, 1074, 1079, 1083

Martin, Patty, Schooner. Mentioned 2.59

Martin, S. Taylor. Mentioned , 143-145,331,332

Martin, 'W^illiam. Mentioned '. 995

Martin, 'William F.

Correspondence Tvith Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 851

Mentioned 760, 865, 975, 984, 1046, 1057, 1067, 1090

Martindale, John H. Mentioned 608

Maryland Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Infantry— /?e^/ments.- 2d B. S. Home Guards, 449; 5th, 377, 387.
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289, 293, 294, 305, 313, 355, .377, 408, 466, 483, 487, 576, 677, 735, 10U4.
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Meigs, Montgomery C. Mentioned 467, 537, 582, 637

For correspondence, etc., see Qaartermaster-GeneraVs Office, TJ. S. A.
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Merriman, T. Adams. Mentioned 100,737

Merrimon, A. S.
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^infantry—Regiments : 26th, 272, 286, 676, 734.
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Reconnaissance from, Dec. 11-15, 1862.

Middaugh, Levi S. Mentioned 30

Militia. Calls for, etc 822,

823, 827, 831, 832, 834-836, 840-842, 855, 1011, 1019, 1027, 1028, 1045

Miller, Levi. Mentioned 100
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Mink, Charles E. Mentioned 50,360,576,734,1094
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See also Dec. 11-20, 13G2. Expedition to Goldsborough, N. C. Reports of
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James, W. H 957

Jenkins, A. G 663

Johnson, A. B 664

Lee, Roberts 771,943

Lee, S. P 582

Longstreet, James 942

North Carolina, Governor of 758,769,771,856,1026

Peck, John J 391,521

Robertson, B. H 605

Ruffin, Frank G 766

Smith, GustavusW 781

Subsistence Department, C. S. A 764,912

War Department, C. S 860,871,873

Whiting, W. H. C 868,899,904,910,940,972,988,1000,1005

See also Smith to French, p. 768 ; Whiting to Smith, pp. 773, 783 ; Whiting to

Fance, p. 790 ; Pryor to Smith, p. 845 ; Smith to Seddon, p. 858

;

Hill to Seddon, p. 890 ; Daniel to Hill, p. 924 ; lianaom to Hill,

p. 981.
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MurchiBon, Alexander. Mentioned 750

Murdoch, Joseph. Mentioned 351

Murphy, Mathew.
Itinerary of 3d Brigade, 1st Division, 7th Corps. Siege of Suffolk, Va.,

April9-May3 i;'96

Mentioned 132,140,277,280,284,286,296,575,676,735

Murphy, Peter M. Mentioned ' 7, 8

Murray, Albert M. Mentioned 305, 3(J7

Murray, Alexander. Mentioned 52,58, 183,579,5m8

Murray, H. R. Meutioned 274,280,307

Mutiny.
Marine Artillery. Order of John G. Foster 471

2d E. S. (Maryland) Infantry. Communications from John A. Dix 449

7[h New York Cavalry. Communications from

Dix, John A 550

Dodge, Charles C 551

Peck, John J 551

9bth New York Volnnteers. Communications from Johu G. Foster 518

Myer, A. J. Mentioned 258

Myers, A. 0. Mentioned 107,758,761,859

For correspondence, etc., see Quartermaster-G-eneraVa Office. C. S.A.

Myers, Charles D. Correspondence with Samuel G. French 997

Myers, E. T. D. Correspondence with Engineer Department, C. S.A 825

Myers, J. Mentioned 512

Myers, Stephen. Mentioned 1020

Myrick, George. Mentioned 87,368
Mystic, U. S. S. Mentioned 515,699,704
Nagle, Daniel. Mentioned 575,735,1093
Nagle, James. Mentioned 149
Naglee, Henry M.

Assignments to command 563,652
Correspondence with

Army Headquarters 607, 608
Dis, John A 462,479,482,501,505

Mentioned __ 212

216, 219, 221, 222, 380, 462, 468, 479, 491, 494, 496, 499-501, 505, 512, 516, 524'

528, 533, 547, 548, 563, 576, 594, 62'2, 623, 652, 678, 695, 737, 822, 624, 844, 1054
Reports of

Gloucester Point, Va. Skirmish at, Nov. 16, 1862 32
Washington, N. C. Expedition to, April 17-19, 1863 220
Yorktown, Va. Reconnaissance from, Dec. 11-15, 1862 49

Nahant, U. S. S. Mentioned 530,533 857
Nanns, Mr. Mentioned 7g2
Nash, Nathaniel. Mentioned 4O4
Nash, Richard E. Meutioned 520 521
Naval Vessels. Construction of. Communications from

Navy Department, C. S 766,875,919
North Carolina, Governor of 777 912
Whiting, W. H. C ^'^^I'""'"!lll!!";!!'"!!;'939,i035

See also General Jesup, V. S. S.
Navy, C. S. Co-operation with Army. Communications from

Lynch, W.F ."

789,1071
Navy Department, C. S 919
Whiting, W.H.C .'

"820," 863, 869
See also Suffolk, Va. Siege of, April U-May 4, 1863.
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Wavy, IT. S.

Co-operation witli Army. Commanioations from

Dix, John A, 604,696,697,709

Foster, John G 647,715
Lee, S. P 630, 631, 673, 681, 6d8, 696, 709, 713, 717, 731

See also

Aug. 20, 1862-June 3, 1863. Eastern Shore, Fa. Operations on the.

James Eiver, Va. Operations on south side of.

North Carolina. Operations in.

Peninsula, Va. Operations on the.

Sept. 6, 1862. Washington, N. C. Attack on.

Oct. 3, 1862. Blackwater, Va. Skirmish on the.

Nov. 1-12, 1862. New Berne, N. C. Expedition from.

22,1862. Maitheios County, Va. Destruction of Salt- Works in.

Dec. 8-12, 1862. Blackwater, Va. Reconnaissances to the.

10, 1862. Plymouth, X. C. Attack on.

12-15, 1862. Neuse Iliver, X. C. Operations on the.

Jan. 7-9, 1803. Torktown, Va. Expedition from

.

13, H03. West Point, Va. Expedition to.

Feb. 1-10, 1863. Plymouth, N. C. Expedition to.

Mar. 10-13,1863. Plymouth, N. C. Demonstration on.

14, 1863. Anderson, Fort, N. C. Attack on.

30-Apr. 20, 1863. Washington, N. C. Siege of.

Apr. 1, 1863. Yorktotcn, Va. Expedition from.

6, 1863. Nixonton, N. C. Skirmish at.

7, 1863. Gloucester Court-House, Va. Expedition to.

11-May 4, 1863. Suffolk, Va. Siege of.

16, 1863. Pumunkey River, Va. Affair on.

May 15, 186?. Emily and Arrow, Steamers. Capture of.

Rolinson's Plantation, King and Queen County, Va.

Expedition to.

19-22, 1803. Matthews County, Va. Expedition into.

Instructions to oflScers of. (Lee) 400

Navy Department, C. S. Correspondence with

Hill, D. H 919

North Carolina, Governor of 766,777,875,912

War Department, C. S 976,1023

Whiting, W. H. C 1024

Navy Department, TJ. S. Correspondence with

Army Headquarters 388

Lee, S. P 429,430,442,448,650

War Department 376,430,442,451,452

Negroes.
Enlistment of, for U. S. Navy. Communications from S. P. Lee 489

Freedmen and Slaves. See Refugees, Freedmen, and Atandoncd Lands. Also

Slaves.

Nellie D., Schooner. Ttlentioned 243, 244

Nelson, Charles. Mentioned 886

Nelson, William B. Mentioned 853

Nethercutt, John H. Mentioned 858,914,1054,1074

Neuse, District of the. (Union.) See North Carolina, Department of.

Neuse Hiver, N. C. Operations on the, Dec. 12-15, 1862.

Co-operation of Navy, U.S., with Army 58,61,105,106

Eeportof Horace A. Manchester 105

See also report of Foster, p. 58.
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ITeuse Road, N. C. Eeconnaissance on the, Jan. 27-28, 1863. Eeport of J.

Eichter Jones .... 131

Uew Beme, N. C.

Demonstration on, Nov. 11, 1862.

Commnnications from John F. Moschell 27

Eeports of

Amory, Thomas J. C '. 24

Denny, J. Waldo 25

Drennan, James M 27

Moschell, John F 29,30
Eichter, Henry M 28

Expedition against, March 8-16, 1863.

Communications from D. H. Hill 195
Itinerary of Palmer's division, 18th Corps, March 7-15 186

Eeports of

Daniel, Junius, March 8-11 196
Foster, John G 183

Garnett, Eichard B 195

Haslsell, John C, March 8-14 190

Hill, D. H 188
Pettigrew, John J 192
Prince, Henry, March 15-16 187

Eobertsou, B. H. , March 9-15 197
See also

March 13-14, 1863. Deep Gully, N. C. Skirmishes at.

14, 1863. Anderson, Fort, N. C. Attack on.

Expeditions from

Nov. 1-12, 1862.

Communications from John G. Foster 447
Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army 22
Reports of

Arnold, Job 23
Foster, John G 20
Stevenson, Thomas G 22

See also Smith to French, p. 768.

March 6-10, 1863.

Commnnications from

Foster, John G 169,549,556
Prince, Henry j7-

Eeports of

Farquhar, Francis U I74
Fricker, Joseph 172
Garrard, Jeptha 179
Lewis, George W I77 173
Prince, Henry '

Igg
Eice, Pitkin B 172
Eichmond, Silas P I75
Sprague, A. B. E 17g
Taylor, David A 170

Eeconnaissance from, Jan. 17-21, 1863.

Commnnications from
Amory, Thomas J. C 527
Dix, John A 529
Smith, Gustavus W 854
Whiting, W. H. C 855
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New Berne, N. C—Continued. •^*'^®-

Keoonnaissance from, Jan. 17-21, 1863.

Eeports of

Mix, Simon H ^27
Spragne, Augustus B. R "^

j29
See also Foster to Salleclc, p. 524.

Ne^^bould, Mr. Mentioned ' c*^
New Hampshire Troops. Mentioned.

lnia.ntTj—Regiments : 10th, 286, SOl-Sm, 308, 317, 318, 562, 570, 575, 676 735
13th, 287, 301, 303, 305. 308, 312, 315-318, 562, 570, 575, 676, 735.

New Jersey Troops. Mentioned.
IniaTitrj—Regiments : 9th, 25, 55-58, 60. 63, 65, 70, 74, 76-78, 85, 88, 91-96, 98,

99, 102, 222, 378, 469, 501, 548, 577, 602, 678, 737
; 10th, 272, 286 297, 676,

735 ; 25th, 287, 303, 305, 312, 313, 316, 317, 562, 570, 575, 676, 735.
New Ironsides, U. S. S. Mentioned 400
Newkirk, Abraham F.

Correspondence -with W. H. C. Whiting 808
Mentioned ^A 821

Newport News, Va. Army Corps, 9th, transferred to, Feb. 9-21, 1863 149
Nevrspapers.

Dix contradicts statement in New York Times 579
Newbould, Mr. Expelled from Department of Virginia 545

New York, Steamer. Mentioned 502
New York Times, Editor of the. Correspondence with John A. Dix 579
Ne^w York Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, l,\ght—Battalions : Rocket,* 402, 414. Batteries: AlUs't .55, 68,

71, 366, 569 ; 7th, 377, 468, 487, 575, 677, 735, 1093 ; 8th, 487, 576, 677, 734,

1094; 16th, 272,288, 294, 677, 735 ; 19th, 272, 288, 677, 735 ; 23d, 54, 57,

63-65, 69, 82, 223, 240, 243, 252, 469, 472, 501, 527, 549, 578, 679, 737 ; 24th,
25, 54, 55, 60, 63-65, 73, 85, 177, 469, 472, 501, 549, 578, 640, 679, 737. Regi-

ments : 1st {Batteries) F, 377, 468, 487, 576, 677, 734, 1094 ; H, 49, 377, 468,

487, 576, 677, 734, 1094 ; 3d.t 21, 54, 85, 103, 181, 402, 414, 447, 469, 471, 472,

501, 549, 557, 578, 679, 737
;
(Batteries) B, 55, 58, 60, 63-65, 77, 78, 86, 91, 92,

96, 99, 102, 104. 175 ; D, 65 ; E, 56, 60, 63-65 ; F, 60, 63-67, 69, 98 ; G, 7, 212,

216, 217, 390 ; H, 6-10, 57, 58, 60, 63-65, 85-87, 89, 167, 187, 225, 249, 2.52, 345,

363,365,366-370; 1,56,60,63-65; K, 57, 60, 63-66, 69; M,372; 1st Marine,
22, 60, 105, 106, 390, 471, 472.

Ca,\a,\Tj—Battalions : 23d, 737. Regiments : 2d, 360, 361, 706-708
; 3d, 6-10,

24,28^31,54-57,59,60,64,67-75,86, 127-129,154, 156-160,162-165, 177,178,

181,187,212-214,216, 220,225, 226, 239,240,246,251,345, 351, 353,362,366,

369, .370, 390, 402, 441, 447, 469,500, 501, 508, 509,524,527,533, 547,549,556,

557, 569, 576, 671, 679, 724, 726, 737, 1064 ; 6th, 50, 124, 260, 263, 377, 468, 487,

576,677,707,734,1094; 7th, ^ 4,15,17,18,31,123,126,127, 133,138,179,180,

278,288,289,291,292, 296,299,303, 305, 306,321, 322, 377,468,483,487,511,

530, 540, 550-552, 576, 677, 7.35, 1055, 1094 ; 12th, 737.

Infantry—5arta//ons ; Enfans Perdus, 50, 377, 380, 487, 496, 501, 532, 548,

574, 577, 678, 738 ; 1st Sharpshooters, 286, 292, 293, 575, 676, 734, 1093.

Regiments: 3d, 272, 288, 377, 385-387, 389, 468, 486, 487, 499, 574, 677, 691, 736,

979, 1026, 1093 ; 4th, 377, 385-387, 389 ; 9th, 271, 279, 286, 302, 308, 562, 570,

573, 582, 592, 593, 598, 671, 676, 691, 979 ; 13th, 25th, 377 ; 54th, 1037; 56th,

49, 51, 487, 501, 548, 577, 678, 738; 81st, 487, 501, 548, 577, 603, 678, 7.37;

* BeOftTne 23d and 24tli 'Sew York BatterieB in Sept., 1862.

t Howitzer battery, attached to 3d New York Cavalry.

^-Batteries designated when practicable.

5 First Mounted Kifles.
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New Tork Troops. Mentioned—Continued.

lufautiy-Begiments: 85th, 60,92,95-98, 100, 249, 259, 377, 487, 500, 548, 577,

584 599, 679, 737, 1060 ; 89th, 271, 276, 286, 302, 304, .305, 308, 312, 314, 317,

562 570, 575, 640, 676, 735 ; 92d, 60, 95-97, 99, 100, 104, 172, 184, 377, 487, 500,

548, 577, 599, 679, 737, 1060, 1064 ; 96th, 18, 56, 59, 60, 92, 95-98, 100, 101, 103,

104, 248, 249, 377, 487, 500, 518, 548, 577, 584, 599, 679, 722, 737, 1060, 1064,

1090; 98th, 487, 501, 548, 577, 603, 678, 737 ; 99th, 272, 277, 267, 292, 293,

299, 359, 376, 377, 468, 487, 499, 501, 575, 676, 677, 729, 735, 1093
;
100th, 33,

49, 50, 487, 501, 548, 678, 738; 103d, 278, 286, 301, 302, 305, 306, 308, 312,

316, 562, 570, 575, 584, 676, 735, 1090 ; 112th, 125, 133, 135, 137, 279, 286, 269,

293, 294, 487, 575, 676, 734, 1093; 115th, 124, 496, 497, 499, 506, 515, 529;

117th, 271, 278, 280, 303-306, 309-311, 318, 608, 676, 735; 118th, 272, 287,

294, 299, 359, 677, 735; 127th, 287, 294, 323, 676, 734 ; 130th, 35, 37, 125,

132-137, 139, 286,292, 293, 392, 487, 575, 676, 734, 1093; 132d, 168, 173, 225,

249, 459, 487, 548, 569, 578, 599, 679, 737; 139th, 468, 467, 499, 574, ,595, 677,

734, 1093; 141st. 267, 323. 676, 734 ; 142d, 267, 323, 3.-,7, 676, 734 ; 143d,

287, 294, 306, 313, 323, 676, 734 ; 144th, 287, 306, 323, 676, 734
;
148th, 468,

487,575,077,730,1093; 152d, 272,286, 299, 676, 734; 155th, 125, 126, 132,

134, 135, 137-141, 286, 269, 296-298, 487, 575, 676, 735, 1093 ; 158th, 173, 225,

249, 454, 406, 470, 467, 499, 548, 569, 578, 599, 679, 726, 737 ; 164th, 125, 126,

135, 141. 280, 289, 296-298, 487, 575, 676, 735, 1093; 168th, .576, 677, 734
;

169th, 272, 286, 294, 295, 608, 676, 734 ; 170th, 280, 289, 296, 297, 306, 313,

487, 575, 676, 735, 1093; 175th, 487; 182d," 132-135, 137, 138, 140, 286,

296, 298, 467, 575, 676, 735, 1093.

Nichols, J. W. Mentioned 1008

NicoU, James R. Mentioned 10

Nicoll, Sylvester D. Mentioned 5-7

Nields, Benjamin. Mentioned 735

Nixon, Richard. Mentioned - - 280

Nixonton, N. C. Skirmish at, April 6, 1863.

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army 259,260

Report of Euo3 C. Sanders - 259

Noble, Mrs. Mentioned 727

Nolan, Patrick. Mentioned 134, 139

Non combatants. Communications fiom

Dix, JoliuA 405,409

Keyes, Erasmus D 600

Lee, S. P 404-406,411

Peck, John J 626

See also Eastern Insane Asylum, Fa.

Norcom, James. Mentioned 526,527,552

Norfleet, Hamlin. Mentioned 19

Norfleet House, Va. Eugagementa near the.

April 14, 1863. See report of Peek, p. 274.

April 15, 1863. See reports of Getty, p. 301; Peck, p. 274.

Norfolk, Va.

Affair at, March 25, 1863. Communications from

Dix, John A 568

Viele, Egbert L 568

Blockade of. See Bloikade.

Election of member of Congress. Communications from

Dix, John A 474

War Department, U. S 472

Emancipation celebration at - 501,502

* \lso called 69th New York National Guard Artillery.
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ITorfolk and Petersburg Railroad, Va. Operations on the, May 15-28, 1863.
*'^*'

Communications from

Dix, John A
72,5 7^6

Peck, John J 724 726
Itinerary of Wistar's Reserve Brigade, Department of Virginia 359
iieports of

Dix, John A •_ 357
Peck, John J 358,359

Norris, 'Williain.

Correspondence with C. H. Causey 978, 993, 1026, 1055, 1058, 1067
Court of Inquiry in case of. Facts and opinion IO95
Mentioned 678,1024,1095

North Carolina, C. S. S. Mentioned 981
North Carolina.

Address to soldiers in. (Hill) 894
Coast and river defenses. Communications from

Cooke, James W 707
Engineer Department, C. S. A 754, 756-753, 761, 763, 765, 767-769, 813, 884

Gwynn, "Walter 767

Longstreet, James 1072

Lynch, W. F 789,8.58,1071

Navy Department, C. S 766

North Carolina, Governor of 777, 1027

Smith, Gustavus W 757

War Department, C. S 853

See also French to Vance, p. 760. Also JVilmington, N. C. Defenses of.

Conscription act. Enforcement of. Communications from

Armfield, E. F 886

Joyce, AV. A 880

Lee, Robert E 998,999

Martin, J. G 752.754

North Carolina, Adjutant-General of 753,754

North Carolina, Governor of 753,771,821

Pool, John 745

Siler, D. W 772

War Department, C.S 752

Depredations in. Communications from

Davis, W. G. M 810,853

Donelson, D. S 958

Heth, Henry 853

Merrimon, A. S 821,881,893

North Carolina, Governor of ..-. 854,867,897

War Department, C. S '. 909,957

Whiting, W. H. C 879

Habeas corpus. Writ of, suspended at Salisbury, N. C, and vicinity 793

Hill, D. H. Assigned to and assumes command of troops in 847,872,894

Military departments embracing 748,953

Militia. Communications from

Davis, Jelferson 823, 834

Hill, D. H 1011

North Carolina, Adjutant-General of 841

North Carolina, Governor of 1019

Smith, Gustavus W 832

War Department, C. S 822,827,831,836,840

See also Smith to Seddon, p. 854 ; Vance to Seddon, p. 1027 ; Seddon to Vance,

p. 1045.
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North Carolina—Continued.
Operations in, Aug. 20, 1362-June 3, 1863.

Communications from

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 872,1067

Army Headquarters — 469,659

Baker, John A , 858

Beauregard, G. T 791,833,838,839

Clarke, William J 1013

Cole, George W 508,509

Colquitt, A. H 1085

Daniel, Junius 914,924,930,932,944,1011,1012,1046,1057

Davenport, H. K 453

Davis, Jefferson 757

Evans, N. G 824,834

Ferebee, D. D 1020

Foster, John G 541,644,656,700

French, Samuel G 760,762,822-824,864

Garnett, E. B 918

Gibbs, George C 945

Hall, N 726

Hil), D. H 946, 1007, 1011, 1022, 1030, 1048, 1050, 1053, 1073, 1074, 1092

Jones, J. Richter 514, 559, 696, 713, 716, 71ti, 724

Lee, Francis L 560,561,566,567

Lee, H. C B02

Lee, Robert E 875, 906, 933, 966, 1024

Lee, S. P 443,453,680

Lewis, D. \V 824

Lewis, G. W 569

Longstreet, James 898, 900, 902, 905, 908, 909, 914, 920, 923, 925,

926, 933, 947-949, 953, 961, 962, 964, 973, 975, 1014,1031,1032,1047,1050

Lyman, Luke 561

Marshal], W. H 1054

Martin, J. G 965,1033,1059,1064,1065,1087,1089

Mix, Simon H 508

North Carolina, Governor of 749,1019

Palmer, lunis N 569,637,638,641

Parker, William A 475

Peck, John J 537

Pettigrew, J. J 883,921,1004,1007,1013.1027

Pickett, Josiah 602,640

Pool, John 745

Potter, Edward E ^ 390
Prince, Henry 670
Ransom, R., jr 957, 960, 971, 981, 985, 986, 1000, 1004

Robertson, B. H 912,963,1007,1051

Sharp, E, J 1030

Smith, Gnstavus W 749,

777, 808, 811, 816, 832, 836, 838, 840, 841, 844, 854, 858
Spinola, F. B 733
Sprague, A. B. R 560

Studley, J. M 564

Wallis, J. W 674

War Department, C. S 822,836,844,851,1045

Whitford, John N.. 1054
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ITorth Carolina—Continued.

Operations in, Aug. 20, 1862-June 3, 1863.

Communications from
Whiting, W. H. C 808,837,838,858,863,864,867,907,910,987,1070
Woodward, Thomas J ; 462

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army 443,457,402,

475, 533, 541, 557, 578, 584, 585, 586, 602, 612, 617, 618, 656, 657, 659, 680, 681

See also

Aug. 30, 1862. Plymouth. Skirmish near.

Sept. 6, 1862. Washington. Attack on.

17-20,1862. Shiloh. Operations at and about.

Nov. 1-12, 1862. Nev Berne. Expedition from, including skirmishes

(2d) at Little Creek and Kaxole's Mill.

11, 1862. New Berne. Demonstration on.

18, 1862. Core Creek. Skirmish at.

25, 1862. Ellis, U. S. S. Capture of the, on JVcio Eicer.

Dec. 10, 1862. Plymouth. Attack on.

11-20,1862. Goldstorough. Expedition from Ktw Berne to.

27, 1862. Elizabeth City. Skirmish at.

Jan. 17-21, 1863. New Berne. Eeconnaissance from, to Pollocksville,

Trenton, Young's Cross-Soads, and Onslow, and

skirmishes {19th) at White Oak Creek and (20(A)

near Jacksonville.

27-28, 1863. Newse, Dover, and Trent Eoads. Eeconnaissances on

the.

Feb. 1-10,1863. Plymouth. Expedition from Netc Berne to.

2,1863. Wale's Head, Currituck Beach. Destruction of Salt-

Works at.

7, 1863. Edenion. Skirmish near.

10, 1863. Batchelder's Creek. Skirmish at.

12-13, 1863, Batchelder's Creek. Expedition from, and skirmish

(13th) at Sandy Eidge.

13, 1863. Washington. Skirmish near.

23, 1863. Fort Caswell. Engagement at.

Mar. 1- 6, 1863. Swan Quarter. Expedition from New Berne to, and

skirmishes (3d 4(A) near Fairfield and Swan Quarter.

6- 8, 1863. Kinston. Demonstration on, including skirmishes

(7th) at Core Creek and near Dover.

6-10, 1863. NeiD Berne. Expedition from, to Trenton, Pollocks-

ville, Young's Cross-Eoads, and Swansborough.

7-10,1863. Cedar Point. Expedition from Neuport Barracks to.

7-14, 1863. Mattamuskeet lake. Expedition from New Berne to.

8-16, 1863. New Berne. Expedition against, including skirmishes

(13th, lith) at Deep Gully and attack (lith) on

Fort Anderson.

10-13, 1863. Plymouth. Demonstration on.

23, 1863. Winfield. Skirmish at.

24, 1863. Bocky Hock Creek. Skirmish at.

30, 1863. Deep Gully. Skirmish near.

30-April 20, 1863. Washington. Siege of, and pursuit of the

Confederate forces.

April 6, 1853. Nixonton. Skirmish at.

27-May 1, 1863. Kinston. Expeditionfrom New Berne toward,

and skirmish (28th) at Wise's Cross-Eoads.
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North Carolina—Continued.

Operations in, Aug. 20, 1862-June 3, 1863.

See also •

May 5, 1863. Ptleiier's Mill. Skirmish at.

15, 1863. Emili/ and Jrrow. Capture, of the steamers.

20-23, 1863. Kinsion. Demonstration 07i, and skirmishes (22d) at

Gum Swami) and (23(f) at Batihelder's Creek.

Also Smith to French, p. 762; Smith to Lee, p. 786.

Proclamations of Governor to people and soldiers of 753,860

Union sentiment in 463,815,1053,1092

North Carolina, Adjutant and Inspector General's OfBce.

Orders, Circulars, series 1862: Sept. 22, 754.

Orders, Circulars, series 1863: Jan. 12, 841.

Orders, General, series 1862 : No. 7, 753.

North Carolina, Department of.* (Confederate.)

Affairs in, generally. Communications from

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 1077

Davis, Jefferson 1077

Lee, Robert E 1075

War Department, C. S 1076

Clingman, T. L., assigned to duty in 1034

Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc.. May 31, 1863 1086

Embraced in tbe Department of Virginia and North Carolina 74B

Hill, D. H., assigned to command of 95S

Limits extended 1077

Orders, Geueral, series 1863: No. 20, 1073.

Proposed extension of limits. Communications from Robert E. Lee 1066

Re-established, and limits defined 953-

North Carolina, Department of. (Union.)

Address to soldiers of the. ^Foster) 671
Affairs in, generally. Communications from

Army Headquarters 490, 539, 709-

Burnside, Ambrose E 539'

Dix, John A 528

Foster, John G 414, 457, 524, 699, 713
Artillery. Organization of, in 472
Naglee, Henry M., assigned to daty in 56S
Orders, General, series 1862: No.64,471; No.65,472; No.76.475: No. 81, 59.

Orders, General, series 1863: No. 14, 512; No. 18, 60; No. 22, 518; No.
26, 523 ; No. 54, 598 ; No. 60, 044 ; No. 62, 652 ; No. 64, 659

;

No. 68, 671; No. 79, 723; No. 81, 729.

Orders, Special, series 1863 : No. 11, 512 ; No. 13, 514 ; No. 14, 516 ; (Prince),
No. 1, 224

; (Spinola),No. 1, 242; No. 2, 243.

Palmer, Innis N., assigned to duty in 492
Re-enforcements for. Communications from

Army Headquarters 481,490-492,608,612,634,711
Dix, John A 490-492, 494-496, 502, 504, 505, 511, 518, 634, 695-

Ferry, O. S 494,497
Foster, John G 401,476,562
Hunter, David 602
Naglee, Henry M 501,.505, 607

Peck, John J 504, 50.^

See also Foster to Halleck, pp. 622, 623.

* From Sept. 19, 1862, to April 1, 1863, embraced in the Department of Virginia and North Carolina.
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North Carolina, Department of. (Union)—Continued.
^^^^'

Subdivisions of.

Albemarle, District of the.

Constituted, and limits defined 652 660
Wessells, Henry W., assigned to command 652

Beaufort, District of.

Constituted, and limits defined ^ 659
Spinola, F. B., assumes command of 733

Neuse, District of the.

Constituted, and limits defined 652
Designated "District of Beaufort" 659
Naglee, Henry M., assigned to command 652

Pamlico, District of the.

Constituted, and limits defined 652,660
Orders, General, series 1S63 : No. 2, 669 ; No. 3, 670 ; No. 5, 682.

Prince, Henry, assigned to command 652
Union troops in.

Constituted 18th Army Corps 492:

Organization, strength, etc.

Aug. 31, 1862 378
Sept. 30,1862 4II

Nov. 30, 1862 468,469
Dec. 31, 1862 500,501
Jan. 31,1863 533
Feb. 28, 1863 547-.549

March, 1863 576-578

April 30, 1863 678,679

May 31,1863 736-738

North Carolina, District of. (Confederate.) Orders, General, series 1862:

No. 2, 754.

North Carolina, Governor of.

Correspondence with

Armfield, E. F 886

Clingman, T. L ^ 852

Davis, Jefferson 757,758,761,770,771,1067,1077

Davis, W. G. M 810,867,897

French, Samuel G 760,762,778,784,801

Heth, Henry 853,854

Hill, D. H 1011,1019

James, W. H 957

Jenkins, A. G 863

Joyce, W.A 880

Lee, EobertE 928,1072

Longs treet, James - 1094

Merrimon, A. S 881, 893

Navy Department, C. S 766,777,875,912

Pool, John 745

Ehett, T. S 770

Ruffin, FrankG 766

Siler, D. W 772

Smith, GustavusW 749,856

Subsistence Department, C. S. A 764,769

War Department, C. S 779,792,

821,822,827,831,840,851,873,895,697,902,909, 934, 957, 1026, 1027, 1045

Whiting, W. H. C 790,879,887

Proclamations to the people and soldiers of North Carolina 753,860
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Page.

North Carolina Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

ArtiUery, Ueavj—Batta/ions : 10th,* 786, 809, 865, 866, 917, 922; (Compa-

nies) A, B, C, 922. Companies: Barnes', 922 ; Buie's, 865, 866, 917, 922;

Holland's, 922 ; McBryde's, 922 ; MacRae's, 922 ; Rankin's, 865, 866,

917, 922 ; Tait's, 922; Webb's, 142. Regiments : 3dt (Companies) F, 120.

Artillery, Light-flatta//ons; 3d,t 121,122,865,866,879,901,917; (Batteries)

A, 1049 ; B, 807, 1049 ; C, 1049. Batteries : Bunting's, 113, 807, 975 ; Cape
Fear, 807; Lane's, 3a5, 884, 916, 917, 963, 995; Rowan, 782, 904, 917,

975, 991. Regiments: lst,5 110, 113, 118,120,4.57,803; (Batteries) C, 190-

192,1020; E, 255, 1004, 1007, 1087, 1090; F, 865, 866, 917; 2d|| (Batteries)

B, 111,113,115,117-121, 807,954,971,975; D, 34, 866,917.

Ca,va.lrj—Battalions : 7th, 772; 12th, 255, 1062. Companies: Norfleet's, 19;

Swindell's Rangers, 994. Regiments : 2d. 743, 746, 751, 759, 764, 921, 963,

1038; 3d, 34,111, 112,529,564,693,750,767 865,866,917,941,963,990,1056,

1067; 4th, 19, 121,122,197,4.^7,670,750,755,771,984,1044,1051; 5th, 121,

122, 160, 197, 198, 631, 6.38, 713, 755, 913, 957, 1051, 1060.

InfautTj—Battalions: Mallett's, 113,807; -Whitford's, 192, 194,253,508,

883, 894 ; 'Wright's, 1074 ; 2d, 974, 1046 ; 8th, 72, 154, 235, 240, 255, 631, 932,

933, 945, 1074, 1037. Companies : Bradberry's, 809, 865, 866, 879, 901, 917

;

Burwell's, 807; Elliott's, 356, 1067; Sanderlin's, 356. Regiments: 1st,

3d, 982; 8th, 117-119, 457, 791, 866; 11th, 113, 121, 122. 791, 808, 1033,

1041 ; 17th, 47, 49, 146, 199, 457, 760, 975, 984, 1004, 1033, 1064, 1065, 1089,

1092; 25th,364; 26th, 192, 193, 4.57, 803; 31st, 121, 122, 441, 457, 791,804,

866 ; 32d, 951 ; 35th, 170, 961, 982 ; 42d, 201, 202, 945, 946, 1033, 1089, 1092

;

43d, 160,951; 44th, 192,1041; 45th, 163;. 46th, 1011; 47th, 113, 1064;

49th, 226, 240, 255, 982 ; 50th, 945, 974 ; 51st, 117-119, 457, 760, 781, 782,

791, 866, 879; 52d, 18, 19, 111, 117-120, 556, 803, 1041 ; 53d, 745, 951 ; 54th,

751, 759, 764 ; 55th, 325-328, 332, 338-340, 556, 788, 910, 997, 998, 1002, 1010,

1015,1016,1033; 56th, 364,658,785,791,808,896,1033; 57th, 751, 759,764;

58th. 362 ; 61st, 113, 115, 118, 119, 760, 781, 782, 785, 791, 808, 865, 866, 917
;

64th, 810, 853.

MiscellaneouB—Thomas' Legion, 811, 853.

North Carolina Troops. Meutioned. (Union.)

Inf&ntTj—Regiments : 1st, 6, 7, 9, 13, 14, 47-49, 157, 201, 202, 212, 213, 216, 217,

259, 260, 533, 547, 549, 576, 675, 678, 679, 737.

North Carolina and Southern 'Virginia, Department of. See Virginia and
Norlh Carolina, Department of.

Northerner, Steamer. Mentioned 145.147,181,182,223,224,584
Northern "Virginia. Operations in,

Sept. 3-Nov. 15, 1862. Commuuications from Gustavus W. Smith 751
Nov. 15, 1862-Jan. 25, 1863. See Dumfries and Fairfax Station, Va. Raid

on, Dec. 27-29, 1862.

April 27-May 6, 1863. Ckancellorsville Campaign.
Northern Virginia, Army of. (Confederate.)

Orders, Special, aeries 1863 : No. 14, 847.

Ee-enforcements for. Communications from
Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 1079, 1082
Daniel, Junius 1062
Davie, Jefferson X083

* Companies designated when practicable.

t Called also 40th Kegiment.

; Batteries designated when practicahle-

§ Called also 10th Kegiment. Batteries designated when practicable.

II Called also 36th Regiment.
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Pago.

Noithem Virginia, Army of. (Confederate)—Coutinued.
Re-enforcements for. Communications from

Dix, John A 7a7,7:!8,740

Hil), D. H 1074,1082

Hooker, Joseph 727

Keyes, Erasmus V) 7:i'J

Lee, Robert E 1018, 1063, 1066, 1069, 1071, 1078, 1079, 10-W

Peck, John J 7:iH

War Department, C. S 1079

Stouart, George H^ assigned to duty in 1070

Northrop, Lucius B. Mentioned 7i (i, 771,774, 777,942

For correspondence, etc., sec Subsistence Deparfmmt, C. S. A.

North Shore, Steamer. Mentioned 2JSv>»),241,242,35.^

North Star, Steamer. Mentioned 1^8

North State, Steamer. Mentioned 105, 106, 157, 15f^, 181, 182, 61:!

Noyes, Mr. Mentioned 409

Noyes, Charles H. Mentioned 29r>

Noyes, Henry T. Mentioned 72.')

Nyce, John. Mentioned 577, 738

Obenchain, "William A. Mentioned 832, 849

O'Brien, Daniel. Mentioned 150, 213

Ocean "Wave, Steamer. Mentioned 105, 106,520,527

O'Connell, P. A. Mentioned 565

O'Connor, John. Mentioned 225

Ohio, Department of. Transfer of 9Mi Corps to. Communications from

Bornside, Ambrose E 504

Dis, John A 50.',

French, William H 5Ri

Parke, John G 563-565

See also Lee io Longstreet, pp. 946, 949, 954, 960 ; Longstrcct to Lee, pp. 948,

950 ; Longslreet to Bill, pp. 948, 956 ; Longstreet to WHting, p. 949

;

Longstreet to Hansom, p. 949 ; EUeg to Longstreet,^. 'dM. Also

Summary of Principal Events, p. 3.

Ohio Troops. Mentioned.

Infantry—Hegiments: 62d, 35, 37, 377, 487, 505, 548, 577, 678, 738 ; 67th, 377,

487,497,548,577,678,738.

Olds, Glaucus E. Mentioned "tJ"

Olive Branch Church, Va. Skirmishes at and near.

Feb. 5, 1863. Report of Christopher Klein z ,
M-

Feb. 7, 1863.

Communications from

Keyes, Erasmus D I'ji

Wise, Henry A IS-'

Reports of

Keyes, Erasmus D 149,150

Kleinz, Christopher 1^0

Tabb, William B l^''^

Wise, Henry A ^^~

Onderdonk, Benjamin F. Mentioned 123, 278, 279, 570, 735

O'NeU, James S. Mentioned 100

O'Neil, John. Mentioned
J*

O'Neil, Thomas. Mentioned 159,370

Onslow, N. C. Reconnaissance to, Jan. 20, 1863. See Xew Bei-nc, N. C. Jle-

connaissance from, Jan. 17-21, 1863,

74 K R--VOL xvin
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Page.

Ord,E. O. C. Mentioned 716,727-729

Ordnance Department, C. S. A. Correspondence -svitli

Engineer Department, C. S. A 7G9

Whiting, W. H. C 868, lO'.iS

Ordnance Etepartment, U. S. A. Correspondence -witli T. G. Baylor 672

Ordway, Afcert. Mentioned 646,647

Organization, Strength, etc.

Confederate Troops 750,751,

759, 764, 788, 793, 807, 809, 810, 865, 866, 879, 888, 900, 901, 915-

917, 920-922, 929, 930, 952, 978, 1036, 1056, 1058, 1059, 1067, 1080

Union Troops 376-378,384,385,396,411,467-469,486,

487, 497, 499-501, 532, 533, 546-549, 574-578, 675-679,733-738,1093,1094

Orwig, Thomas G. Mentioned 734, 1094

Osbom, Francis A. Mentioned 378, 468, 500, 514, 548, 577, 678, 738

Osborn, Thomas O. Mentioned 35,37,577,738

Otis, John L. Mentioned 738

Ould, Robert. Mentioned 388,474,771,1077

Out^7ater, James D. Mentioned 280

O'wens, 'William A. Mentioned 745

Padrick, Pilot. Mentioned 215

Page, Mrs. Mentioned 526

Page, P. R. Mentioned 920

Page, T. J. Mentioned 751,759,764,793,607,810,866,901,917

Palfrey, E. A. For correspondence,' see Jdjt. and Insp. Gen.'s Office, C. S. A.

Palmer, Innis N.
Assignments to command - 492

Correspondence witli

Adjutant-General, U. S. A 578,589

Army Headquarters 612,617,637

Dix, John A 578, 579, 585

Foster, John G 227,228,552,584,594,612,618,638,646,647,665

Kejes, Erasmus D 592, 593

Lee, Horace C 602

Lewis, George W 569

Pickett, Josiah 594,602,640,641

Prince, Henry 226

Spinola, F. B 248,251

Itineraries of 1st Division, 18th Army Corps.

Kiuston, N. C. Demonstration on, May 20-23, 1863 364

New Berne, N. C . Expedition against, March 8-16, 1863 186

Washington, N. C. Siege of, March 30-April 20, 1863 219

Mentioned 186,187,211,212,224,228,

229, 231, 233-235, 241. 243, 248-250, 349, 350, 353, 372, 492, 547, 548, 576, &77,

585, 588, 591, 593, 594, 598, 601, 603, 607, 622, 629, 674, 675, 678, 736, 984, 1054

Report of expedition toward Kinston, N. C, April 27-May 1, 1863 34.3-345

Palmer, 'William H. Mentioned 70

Pamlico, District of the. (Union.) See North Carolina, D^artment of.

PamMnkey Peninsula, 'Va. Operations on, Aug. 20, 1862-June 3, 1863. See
Jan. 7- 9, 1863. Torktoion. Expedition from.
April 16, 1863. Pamunkey River. Affair on the.

May 7, 1863. West Point. Occupied by Union forces.

31-JM7!e 1, 1863. IFest Point. Evacuated iy Union forces.

Pamunkey River, 'Va. Aifair on, April 16, 1863.

Communications from Erasmus D. Keyes 628
Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Array 342,628
Report of Peyton Wise 342



INDEX. 1171

Page.

, Pannill, William. Mentioned 998,999

Pardee, Benjamin S. Mentioned 378

Paris, A. B. Mentioned 1049

Parke, John G. Correspondence with

Army Headquarters 565

Bumside, Ambrose E 563-565

Parker, Private. Mentioned i 19

Parker, Foxhall A. Mentioned 50, 124, 462, 4d8, 489, 510, 522

Parker, Jacob. Mentioned. 764,706

Parker, Seth. Mentioned 552

Parker, WiUiam A. Correspondence witli Jolin G. Foster 475

Parsons, "W. "W. Mentioned 936

Passaic, U. S. S. Mentioned 505,837

Patapsco, U. S. S. Mentioned 530,857

Patton, Alexander G.

Mentioned 289,296,358

Report of skirmisli on the Edenton Eoad, Va. , April 15, 1863 291

Patty Martin, Schooner. Mentioned 259

Paul, Captain. Mentioned ". 261

Paxton, E. F. Mentioned 1045

Peabody, Oliver "W. Mentioned 350

Pearce, J. H. For correspondence as Asst. Adjt. Gen., see Ecnry A. Wise.

Pearcy, A. S., Schooner. Mentioned 402

Pearson, Richmond M. Mentioned 887

Pease, 'Wjlliam R.

Mentioned 280,303,304,307,318,320,735

Reports of siege of Suffolk, Va., Aprilll-May 4, 1863 309-311

Peck, John J.

Correspondence with

Army Headquarters 39 1

,

472, 600, 005, 606, 610, 614, 619, 620, 626, 632, 653, 667, 684, 692

Dix, JohnA 401,406,414,416,

441, 444-446, 453-455, 458-460, 464, 405, 409, 470, 474, 476-479, 482, 484, 485,

504, 505, 507, 509-513, 516, 517, 519-522, 524, 528, 530, 531, 534-543, 550-553,

555-558, 560-502, 504-507, 571, 573, 610, 614-616, 620, 621, 625-628, 633, 635-

637, 639, 641, 644, 650, 652-655, 657-659, 663, 664, 067, 671-073, 080, 684, 685,

687, 689-691, 699, 701, 705, 709, 710, 714, 716, 7l8-:20, 722-726, 729, 730, 738

Dodge, Charles C - 5^1

Foster, John G 41,42,589

Hooker, Joseph ^82,

586, 600, 606, 644, 653, 655, 658, 667, 672, 679, 680, 683, 684, 691, 692

Keyes, Erasmus D 593,597-600,603,606

Lee, S. P 595,600,607,611,617,018,621,634,635,643,702

Stratton, Franklin A '93

Viele, Egbert L 542,614,620,627,654,722

Mentioned 12, 13, 15, 16, 20, 35, 38, 40, 41 , 43, 54, 58, 95, 125, 126, 136, 139, 201

202, 262, 267-270, 273, 274, 283, 284, 295, 299, 312, 359, 377, 379, 380, 385, 388.

389, 392, 395-399, 401, 403, 411, 413, 437, 4.58-460, 465, 467, 468, 473, 477-480^

486, 499, .'iOl, 509, 513, 519, 531, 532, 536, 540, 542, 545, 546, 549, 551, 555, 556

563, 574, 575, 580, 582, 585, 586, 589, 591, 592, 595-507, 599, 600, 603, 604, 606,

609, 610, 613, 617, 619, 621, 632, 636, 642, 643, 653, 656, 661-663, 666, 668, 675,

676', 683, 687, 689, 694-696, 699, 701, 711, 712, 732^734, 738, 822, 824, 834, 1093

Jicports of

Blackwater, Va.

Ri'CDnnaissancca to the, Dec. 8-12,1863 38-40
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Page,

feck, John J.—Coutinued. •

Reports of

Blackwater, Va.

Skirmishes on tbe.

Oct. 3,1862 16,17

Dec. 2,1862 ^6

Carrsville.Va. Affair near, Nov. 17,1862 _. 33

Deserted House, "Va. Engagement at, Jan. 30,1863 132,135

Franklin, Va.

Skirmishes at and near.

Oct. 31, 1862 20

Nov. 18, 1862 33,34

March 17, 1863 199

Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad, Va. Operations on the. May 15-28,

1803 358,359

Providence Church, Va. Skirmish near, Jan. 9, 1863.. 127

Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad, Va. Operations on the, May 12-20,

1863 354,355

Suffolk, Va.

Operations about, Nov. 12-14, 1862 31

Siege of, April 11-May 4, 1803 274,281,284

Winfield, N. C. Skirmish at, March 23, 18C3 202, 203

Peebles, James E. Mentioned 931

Pegram, R. B. Mentioned 385

Peirson, George H.
Mentioned 223, 340, 347, 303, 364, 370, 37] , 469, 500, 577, 730

Reports of Kinston, N. C.

Demonstration on. May 20-23, 1863 365

Expedition toward, April 27-May 1, 1863 347

Peletier's Mill, N. C Skirmish at, May 5, 1863. See report of FosU.r, p. 362.

Pelham, John. Mentioned 940

Pelouze, Louis H. Mentioned 543

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, seo John A. Dix.

Pembertoa John C. Mentioned 810,1052,1071,1080,1084

Pender, "W. D. Mentioned 782, S.'ie

Pendleton, James M. Mentioned 7

Pendleton, W. N.

Correspondence with James Longstreet 335

Mentioned 762

Peninsula, Va., The.

Defense of, measures for. Conmiunicatjons from

Army HeYidquarters 375,382

McClellan, George B 373,375

Navy Department, U. S 376

Operations on, Aug. 20, 1862-Jano 3, 1863.

Communications from

Army Headquarters ' 388,479

Baird, E. R , 1091

Busteed, Richard 508

Causey, C. H 1067

Councill, J. Calvin 797,799

Dickinson, William 809

Dix, John A 385, 445, 517, 509, 651, 689, 693, 705, 707, 716, 717, 729, 730

Elzey, Arnold .*. , - t , - : ?6|j
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Page.
• Peninsula, Va., The—Continued.

Operations on the, Aug. 20, 1862-Juuo 3, 1863.

Communications from
Hall, E. D 1091

Harman, William 808,80!)

Keyes, Erasmus D 488,

492, 517, 529, 573, 596, 598, 604, 605, Cll, 622, 629, 641, 6.52, 687; 689, 693, 714

King, Eufas 007,612

Lee, G. W. C 1092

Lee, RobertE 979,1005,1070,1071

Lee, S. P 387,391,442,522,597,605

Lewis, William 517

Longstreet, James 968,1023

Navy Department, U. S 442

Peck, JolinJ 729,730

Pettigrew, J.J 1041,1060

Pickett, George E 1090

Sbingler, W. P 742

Smith, Gustavus W 742, 747, 800

War Department, C. S 1091

West, EobertM = 693

Wise, Henry A 795, 798, 800, 920, 975, 994, 1006, 1019. 1035

Co-operation of Navy, TJ. S., with Army 378,

380, 387, 388, 391, 397, 522, 596-598, 604-607, Oil, 669, 698, 699, 704, 731

See also

Sept. 9, 1862. Williamsiurg. Skirmish at.

Nov. 22, 1862. TVilUavisburg. Meconnaissnnce from.

Dec. 17, 1862. Diaseiind Bridge and Burnt Ordinary. Reconnaissance
to.

Jan. 19,1863. Williamsh'urg . Scout from, and slurmish at Burnt Ordi-

nary.

Mar. 29, 1803. Williamsburg. SIcirmish at.

April 11, 1863. Williamsburg. SkirmisK at.

Also Dix to Halleclc, pp. 388, 389, 39."), 396; Keyea to Halleck, p. 609;

Smith to French, p. 762 ; Scddou to Longstreet, p. 967.

Penn, 'Williani (Vessel). Mentioned 448

Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, ne9,Yj—Regiments : 2a, 387; 3d, 272, 288, 408, 487, 574, 576,671,

677,735,736,1026,1093.

Artillery, Light—ffe^r/menfe.- 1st (Ba»mes), A, 287, 570,575, 676, 735; E, H,

487,576,677,734,1094.

CuvalTj-Regiments : 4tli, 377, 390 ; 5th, 11, 12, 50, 51, 124, 131, 148-152, 201,

205 206, 262, 2(B, 377, 468, 487, 493, 517, 570, 595, 596, 598,677,734,1094;

11th, 18, 35, 123, 125, 132, 133, 135-137, 139, 140, 200-202, 278,288, 289, 293,

356, 377, 468, 483, 487, 574-576, 607, 677, 693, 735, 736, 941, 1093, 1094.

Infantry—/?e(7//77enfs ; 52a, 49, 487, 501, !548, 577, 678, 738 ; 58th, 131, 153-155,

160, 161, 225, 226, 239, 240, 343-345, 347, 348, 351, 352, 302-371, 377, 487, 505,

514 .547 548, 577, 66.5, 078, 724, 729, 737 ; 85th, 55, 60, 79, 95-97, 99, 101-104,

377, 487, 500, .548, 577, 678, 738 ;
88th, 1090 ; 101st, 92, 9,VJ7, 100, 103, 180-

182 223,248,249,377, 487,500,548, 577,584, 599,679,737,984,1060; 103d,

18, 35, 37, 60, 90, 97, 99, 100, 102, 104, 181, 182, 249, 377, 487, .500, 548, 577, 599,

079, 737, 1060; 104th, 32, 33, 487, 501, 548, 577, 678, 738
;
158th, 173, 188,

224 240-242, 249, 254, 487, 499, 548, 578, 599, 679, 737 ;
165th, 125, 135, 286,

289*293, 487, 499, 575, 676, 734, 1093 ; 166th, 286, 289, 293, 487, 499, 57.5, 676,

734, 1093 ; 167th, 132-136, 139, 141, 286, 487, 499, 575, 676, 734, 1093 ;
168th,

les', 173, 176, 487, 499, 548, 578, 599, 679, 737 ; 169th, 260, 360, 487, 499, 570,
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Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned—Continued.

IniautTy—flegiments: 169th—(continued). 677,734, 1094; 171st, 173, 240,

242, 249, 254, 487, 499, 548, 578, 599, 679, 737; 172d, 487,489,499,576,677,

734, 1094 ; 173d, 487, 575, 677, 735, 1093 ; 174th, 487, 499, 505, 548, 577, 678,

738 ; 175th, 173, 223, 240, 242, 243, 249, 254, 487, 499, 548, 578, 599, 679, 737 ;

176th, 487, 499, 548, 577, 678, 738 ; 177th, 487, 499, 575, 677, 735, 1093

;

178th, 263, 266, 487, 499, 576, 629, 677, 734, 1094 ; 17'9th, 487, 499, 576, 677,

734, 1094.

Perkins, Edvirin J. Mentioned 106

Perkins, Elisha A. Mentioned 529

Perkins, William W. Mentioned 59, 60

Perry, Commodore, U. S. S. Mentioned 46, 146, 199, 355, 522, 524, 602

Peters, E. P. Mentioned 66

Petersburg, Va. Defenses or(immediate). Communications from

French, Samuel G 742

Smitlj, GustavusW 762

See also Smith to Lee, p. 786.

Pettigrew, J. J.

Correspou'lence with

Daniel, Junius 1012

Elzey, Arnold • 1041 , 1044, 1 052, 1060

Ferebee, D. D v 745,748

French, Samuel G 744

Hill, D. H 195,883,921,985,990,1004,1007,1013,1027

Lee, Robert E 1050,1065

Mentioned 110, 117, 166, 184, 185, 188-191. 196, 230, 236, 245, 249,

250, 274, 282,285, 435, 444, 537, 560, 590, 7,50, 752, 788, 803, 804, 807, 808, 830,

841, 8,55, 865, 872, 874, 888, 891, 90;, 910, 917, 924, 932, 938. 941, 945, 954,974,

990, 991, 1008, 1012, 1033, 1034, 1053, 1059, 1078, 1079, 1082, 1086, 1088-1091

Report of expedition against New Berne, N. C, March 8-10, 1803 192

Phelps, Mrs. Mentioned 49,5

Phenix, Daivson. Mentioned 582

Philadelphia Inquirer. Extractfrom "The G.allant Campaign at Suffolk". .. 282

Phillips, RoUa O. Mentioned 96
Phcenix, Steamer. Mentioned 224,013,638
Picket, Steamer. Mentioned 5-7
Pickett, George E.

Assignments to command 889
Correspondence with

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 884
Elzey, Arnold 1090
Longstreet, James 967

Mentioned 275,290,291, 334,549,564,58,3,587,604,60,5,

632, 679, 680, €83, 691, 732, 738, 876-878, 880, 882, 883, 889, 890, 898, 909, 910,

915-917,923-927,929,931-933,937,938,942,957,963, 995, 1021, 1038-1041,
1043-1046, 1056, 1059, 1062, 1066, 1071, 1075, 1077-1079, 1088, 1069, 1091

Report of skirmish on the Edeuton Road, Va., April 24, 1863 340
Pickett, Josiah.

Correspondence with

Foster, John G 640
Palmer, Innis N 594,602,640,641

Mentioned 162, 164, 170, 367, 368, 378, 469, 500, 556, 577, 584, 611, 736
Reports of

Deep Gully, N. C. Skirmishes at, March 13-14,1863 ]87

Goldsborough, N. C. Expedition to, Dec. 11-20,1862 87
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Pickett, Josiah—Continued.

Reports of

Kinston, N. C. Demonstrations on.

MarclL 6-8, 1863 158
May 20-23, 1863 ^ ....!!!!!! .!.". 370

Pierce, Samuel C. Mentioned 508
Pierce, Seymour B. Mentioned •_ loo
Piggott, Mary Ann. Mentioned 801
Pilot Boy, Steamer. Mentioned 533
Pioneer, Steamer. Mentioned '.

425-428
Pitt, F. G. Mentioned jOP^
Plaisted, Harris M. Mentioned 49.51,501,577,738
Planter, Steamer. Mentioned 545
Plymouth, N. C.

Attack on, Dec. 10, 1862.

Communications from

Flnsser, C.W 48
Fogerty, Thomas J 47

Foster, John G 47

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army . , 45

Report.s of

Ewer, Barnabas, jr 45-47

French , Samuel G - 49

Mizell, Jonathan T ^ 48

Defenses of (immediate). Communications from Henry W. Wessells 721

Demonstration on, March 10-13, 1863.

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army -v 199

Report of Walter G. Bartholomew 199

Expedition to, Feb. 1-10, 1863.

Communications from

Foster, John G 147

Wessells, Henry W 147

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army 145-146

Report of Francis L. Lee 14,")

Fort at, named "Fort Wi'lliams" 644

Skirmish near, Aug. 30, 1862 1

Poage, Thomas. Mentioned 142, 144, 145, 807

Poindexter, P. Mentioned 340

Pollock, William K. Mentioned 578

Pollocksville, N. C.

Expedition to, March 6-8, 1863. See New Berne, K. C. Expedition from,

March 6-10, 1863,

Reconnaissance to, Jan. 17, 1863. See Ntw Berne, N. C. Reconnaissance

from, Jan. 17-21, 1863.

Pond, Francis B. Mentioned 35,37,577,738

Pond, Nathan P. Mentioned 251,352,353,509,569

Pool, John. Correspondence with Governor of North Carolina 745

Pool, Stephen D.

Mentioned 110,112,113,441,872,1043

Report of engagement at Goldsborough Bridge, N. C.,Dec. 17, 1862 120

Poor, Walter S. Mentioned 292

Pope, John. Mentioned 385, 624

Porteaux, M. B. Mentioned 935, 937

Porter, Burr. Mentioned 287, 3-'3, 670,734
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Porter, Francis E.

Mentioned '
^

'

Reports of

Emily and Arrow, Steamers. Capture of. May 15,186:? lioS

Wale's Head, N. C. Destruction of Salt Works at, Feb. 2, 18C3 148

Porter, Henry. Mentioned f*!-^

Port Royal, Steamer. Mentioned .--- 105,100

Portsmouth, Va. Blockade of. See Blockade.

Potomac, Army of the. (Union.)

Army Corps, 9th, transferred to Newport News, Va., Feb. 6-21, 18G.3 149

Orders, General, series 1862 : Corps : 4th (Keyes), No. 86, 379.

Re-enforcements for. Communications from

Army Headquarters 378, 382, ?86, 387, 39.5, 399,732

Dis.'john A 382,387

See also Mansfield to Hallevk, p. 385.

Potter, Edward E.

Correspondence with

Foster, John G 1 390,424

Washington, N. C, Commanding Officer Confederate forces nearest. .. 424

Mentioned 4-6,9,22,59,79,113,

175, 177, 178, 186, 212, 214, 215, 2J8, 232, 441, 512, 547, 549, 556, 612, 669, 1020

For correspondence, etc., as Chief of Staff, see John G. Foster.

Orders, General, series 1862: No. 6, 424.

Reports of. Washington, N. C.

Attack on, Sept. 6, 1862 - 6

Operations, April 16-17, 1863, dnring siege of 218,219

President, C. S. Sec Jefferson Davis.

President, IT. S. Sec Ahraliam Lincoln.

Prime, Frederick E. Mentioned 457

Prince, Frederick W. Mentioned 06

Prince, Henry.
Assignments to command 052,069,670

Correspondence with

Foster, John G 169, 223, 228-236, 631, 635, 638, 670

Lewis, George W 177

Palmer, InnisN 228

Mentioned , 170-172,

174, 175, 179, 211, 216, 227, 223, 232, 238, 242-244, 247-249, 254, 520, 533, 547,

548, 550, 556, 576, 578, 584, 589, 599, 638, 646, 647, 652, 668, 669, 078, 079, 737

Reports of

Kinston, N. C. Expedition tow.ard, April 10-21, 1863 225
New Berne, N. C.

Expedition from, March 6-10,1863 166

Operations, March 15-10, 1863, during expedition against 187

Washington, N. C. Operations, April 4-6, duriug siege of 222

Priugle, William B. Mentioned 170, 178

Prisoners, Political. Arrest, etc. Communications from Samuel G. French . 778
Prisoners of War. Treatment, etc. Communications from John A. Dix 387

See also Smith to French, p. 770 ; Cooper to Tlill, p. 1061. Also Special Orders,

No. 127, p. 1077.

Private Property. Action touching.

ConimuDJcations from

Foster, John G 182,475

French, William H 935
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Page.

Pnvate Property. Action touching—Contioued.
Communications from

Jenkins, A. G 863
Jones, Samuel 93.5, 936
Nortli Carolina, Governor of 525, 792, 895, 934
Prince, Henry , c>Ct9

Slaght, James C 527
Stanly, Ed 182,525
War Department, C. S 792, 902, 935

See also Dix to Fei-i-rj, p. 38G ; BoUes to Wilder, pp. 570, 591 ; Whiting lo

Smith, p. 773.

Statements of

Collins, Alexander 5op,

Matthew (Colored)... .52(J

Tnttle, W. W 52(;

Pronty, M. F. Mentioned 75,512
Providence Church, Va. Skirmislies at and near.

Nov. 12, 1862. See Suffolk, Va. Operations about, Nor. 12-14, 18G2.

Dec. 28, 1862. Report of Orris S. Ferry 123

Jan. y, 18G3.

Communications from John A. Dix 12(i

Report of John J. Peck 127

May 17, 1863. See Norfolk and Petersburg IC. [i., Va. Operations on, May
15-28, 1863.

Providence Church Road, Va.
Reconnaissance on the, May 3, 1863. Report of Griffin A. Stedman, jr 315

See also April 11-May 4. Siege of Suffolk, Va. Hcports of

DattoD, Arthur n. Uctty, Georj;e W. HarLiiid, Edward. Peck, John J.

Skirmish on the, April 12, 18G3. See report of Peck, p. 274.

Pryor, Roger A.
Correspondence with .

Beauregard, G. T 790

Longstrect, James 896

Smith, Giistavus \V 845

War Department, C. S 877, 879, 885, 888, 889

Mentioned 3<;, 37, 40, 123, 125, 12C, 132, 136, 144, 145, 179, 49G,

510, 512, 513, 518, 519, .521. 524, 528-531, 534-537, ,''>39, 540, 551-553, .5.-)5, 562,

566,604,808,830,845,846,851,877-879,882, 889, 896,906, 107H, 1088, 1094

Report of engagement at Deserted House, Va., Jan. 30, 1863 142

Putney, H. M. Mentioned 350

Quartermaster-General's Office, C. S. A. Correspondence with War De-

partment, C. S 107

Quartermaster-General's Office, U. S. A. Correspondence with

Biimside, Ambrose E MG
Dix, John A 476,502,504,511

Radcliffe, James D.

Correspondence with W. H. C. Whiting - 794

Mentioned 112-115,760,768,778,794

Rains, Gabriel J.

Correspondence with D.'H. Hill 1082

Mentioned 743,750,752,762,808,802,1022,10^2

Rains, George 'W. Mentioned 1083

Raleigh. C. S. S. Mentioned 1024,1041

Ramseur, S. D. Mentioned 928
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Rancier, Henry. Mentione<l 30

RandaU, J. Mentioned 1020

Randolph, George W. MeDtioned 743,749,754-

756, 761, 767, 768, 770, 773, 774, 777, 779, 781, 783, 789, 813, 823, 862, 900, 913

For correspondence, etc., see War Department, C. S.

Randolph," J. Innis. Mentioned 759

Randolph, John. Mentioned 746

Rankin, S. C. Mentioned 163

Ransom, Alfred. Mentioned 63-65,82,240,243,469,501,527,578,737

Ransom, M. ^W. Mentioned 961,982

Ransom, R., jr.

Correspondence with

Hill, D. H 957, 9/1,981, 98,->, 986, 1000, 1004

Lougstreet, .James 949, 960, 961

Mentioned 189,344,

364, 385, 631, 638, 679, 818, 820, 825, 830, 832, 833, 836, 840, 841, 846-848, 850,

855, 850, 875, 879, 882, 888, 893, 900, 901 , 917, 925, 930, 932, 938, 941, 943, 945,

947, 954, 955, 961, 962, 969, 972, 974, 979, 980, 982, 987, 991, 1023, 1030-1034,

1046, 1047, 1050-1052, 1057, 1063, 1071, 1073-1080, 1082, 1083-1088, 1092

Report of skirmi.sb at Sandy Ridge, N. C, April 20, 1863 255
Raulston, 'WUliam C. Mentioned 577

Rawle's Mill, N. C. Skirmish at, Not. 2, 1862. See Neto Berne, N. C. Expe-
dition from, Koi: 1-12,1862.

Read, ^Walter A. Mentioned 320
Reagan, John H. Mentioned 768, 945
Redfern, Alfred. Mentioned 1020
Reed, J. Mentioned _ Q{H}

Reed, Jacob A. Mentioned 61,62,217,218
Reed's Ferry, Va. Skirmish near. May 3, 1863. See April 11-May 4, 1863.

Siege of Suffolk, Ta. Reports of

Crosby, Hiram B. Diitton, Arthnr H. Getty, George W. Peck, John J.

Refugees. Sec Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands.
Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands. Action touching.

Communications from

Adjutant-General's office, U. S. A 580
Dis, John A 570,591,739

Orders of War Department, U. S , 580
Regan, Peter C. Mentioned

; 575,735,1093
Reid, James A. Mentioned 989 992
Reid, J. J. Mentioned jjg
Reid, Thomas M. Mentioned 735
ReiUy, James. Mentioned 904, 904, 978, 984, 990, 992
Reinhart, H. "W. Mentioned HI
Reinmuller, John E. Mentioned 150
Rensha-w, R. T. Mentioned 4 5 210 218
Reynolds, Gerard. Mentioned 693 1093
Rhett. Thomas S.

Correspondence with

North Carolina, Governor of 77O
Whiting, w. H. c "11!"^"" !":!!!"!!!!"!!!!!!!!!! looo

Mentioned 793, 807, 810, 866, 901, 912, 917, 952, 965, 1029, 1059, 1086
Rhode Island Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Ught—Regiments : 1st {Batteries), F, 21-23, 25, 54, 56, 58, 60, 63-66,
73, 83, 85-88, 90, 94, 176, 187, 221, 246, 248, 251, 252, 402, 447, 469, 472, 501, 549,
566, 578, 679, 737.
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Rhode Island Troops. Mentioned—Continued.
^*^*'

lafa.BtTy-/iegimenis: 4th, 278, 287, 301, 302, 306,316,319,321,562 570 575
676,7:J5; 5th, 23, 25. 56. 60, 83, 215, 216, 218, 219, 222, 249, 378, 468, 500

' 548'

577, 599, 612, 623, 679, 737 ; 7th, 562
; 11th, 286, 323, 608, 676, 734.

Rice, John, Steamer. Mentioned ^ae
Rice, Nathan P. Mentioned...!

223
Rice, Pitkin B. Report of expedition from New Berne, N. C Marclj 6-10

1863 '

jy2
Rice, Randall H. Mentioned

\ ^K,
Richards, G. C. Mentioned

35j^
Richards, John R. Mentioned

156
Richardson, Colin.

Mentioned -o jo.

Report of expedition to Swan Quarter, N. C, March 1-6, 1863 157
Richardson, James M. Mentioned 222
Richardson, 'William H. Mentioned 834
Richiaond, C. S. S. (Merriraao No. 2.) Mentioned 385

397, 400, 435, 641, 720, 743, 968, 976, 997, 999, 1002, 1009, 1019, 1025, 1062
Richmond, Va.

Batteries around, and distances from, the Capitol 929
Defenses of (immediate).

Communications from

Elzey, Arnold 10,r,8

Engineer Department, C. S. A 9-28

Smith, GustaTus W 742 794
War Department, C. S 1020

Elzey, Arnold, assigned to command of 794
Orders, General, series 1862 : No. 1, 742.

Smith, Gustavus W., assigned to. and assumes command Of 742
Riots in. Communications from

Adjutant and InHpector General's Office, C. S. A 931,958
Elzey, Arnold 978

Virginia, Governor of 977

See also Eizei/ to Longstreet, p. 965.

Transfer of Longstreet's Corps for defense of 2, 876, 880. 882-834

Richmond, Department of.* (Confederate.)

Colston, R. E., assigned to duty in 807

Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc.

Dec. 20, 1862 807

Dec. 31, 1862 810

Feb. 1, 1863 866

March 1, 1863 901

March 10, 1863 917

March 14, 1863 920,921

April 1, 1863 952

May 1, 1863 1036

May 13, 1863 1058,1059

May 31, 1863 1086

Constituted, and limits defined 953

Elzey, Arnold, assigned, to command 953

Limits extended 1020

Richmond Examiner. Extractfrom. " Siege of Suffolk, Va." 284

Richmond Press. Correspondence with Adjutant and Inspector General's

Office, C. S. A 958

* Formally conalitatcd April ], ]863.
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Richmond Sentinel. Extract from. " Siege of Suffolk, Va." 633

Ricliciond, Silas P.

Mentionea 85,168,469,501,578,737

Reporls of

Kiiistoii, N. C.

Deinonstratio.n on, May 20-23, 1863 371

Expedition toward, April 16-21, 1863 1 238

New Uerue, N. C. Expedition from, March 0-10, 18C3 175

Wauliiugton, N. C. Operations, April 7-10, 1803,. during siege of 2.37

Richter, Henry M.
Mentioned 26,28,30

Report of demonstration on New Berne, N. C, Nov. 11, 1862 28

Riddipk, Mr. Mentioned 907

Riely. John W. Mentioned 794, 997

Riggs, F. Mentioned 1023

Riggs, William J. Mentioned 8,64,05

Rinaldo, II. B. M. Steamer. Mentioned 714,738

Ringold, Benjamin. Mentioned 278, 288, 306, 575, 687

Ripley, Edward H. Mentioned 735

Ripley, James W. Mentioned 520,522

For correspondence, etc., see Ordnance Department, U. S. A.

Risley, Edwin. Mentioned 311

Rives, Alfred L. Mentioned 756

For correspondence, etc., see Engineer lJepartmcnt,-C. S. A.

Rives, Charles M. Mentioned 191, 192

Roberts, Coleman. Mentioned 341

Roberts, Joseph. Mentioned 376,377,1093

Roberts, Samuel G. Mentioned '. 246,252

Roberts, W. Dewees.
Correspondence with Franklin A. Stratton 693

Mentioned 356,535,093

Report of capture of the steamers Emily and Arrow, M.ay 15, 1863 356

Robertson, Beverly H.
Correspondence with

French, Samuel G 804,805

Hill, D. H 912,1007,1051

Longstreet, James 903

Mentioned .'.. 109, 113, 166,188,189, 196, 529,

564, 602, 755, 768, 787, 788, 803, 804, 807, 844, 854, 855, 858, 865, 888, 891, 900,

901,915-917,924, 955,9,57, 961, 971, 984, 1004, 1007, 1059, 1071, 1075. 1088

Reports of

New lierne, N. C. Expedition .against, March 9-15, 1863 197

White Hall, N. C. Engagement at, Dec. 16, 1862 121

Robertson, J. B. Mentioned 326,339,915,917,1002

Robertson, J. R. Mentioned 797,798,800, 920, 117 .'i

Robinson, WUliam. Mentioned •. . :\:,1

Robinson, W. T. Mentioned 154

Robinson's Plantation, Va. Expedition to, May 15, 1863.

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army 3,')T

Report of George H. Gordon ^ 3.")T

Rocky Hock Creek, N. C. Skirmish at, March 24, 1863 :!

Rodgers, John. Mentioned 398,408

Rodman's Point, N. C.

Aifair at, April 16, 1863. See Report of Foster, p. 212; Fotter, pp. 218, 219.
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Rodman's Point, N. C.—Continued.

Engagements at.

April 1, 1863. See report of Foster, p. 212.

April 4-5, 1803. See report of Foster, p. 212.

Skirinisli at, March 30, 1863. See report of Foster, p. 212.

Rogers, Edmund La-w. Mentioned 1045,1046

Rogers, H. J. Mentioned 628,630,633,997
Rogers, Samuel N. Mentioned 62

Rogers, S. H. Mentioned 113

Roker, J. C, Schooner. Mentioned 475

Roper, John L. Mentioned 36,37,125

Rosecrans, "W. S. Mentioned 507,953,954

Ross, M;ijor. Mentioned 974

Rowe, Frederick A. Mentioned 271,277,280,658,659,603

Ruffin, Frank G.

Correspondence with North Carolina, Governor of 766

Mentioned 765

RufiSn, Thomas. Mentioned 1026

Rush, David G. Mentioned 97

Russell, David A. Mentioned 472

Russell, Le Grand. Mentioned 401

Ryerson, Henry O. Mentioned 735

Salisbury, N. C. Writ of habeas corpus suspended at, and in vicinity of 793

Saltonstall, 'WiUiam G. Mentioned -'. 210, 427

Sanderlin, Willis B. Mentioned 356

Sanders, A. H. Mentioned 538

Sanders, Enos C.

Correspondence with John G. Foster 538

Mentioned 14,15,525,675

Reports of

Nixonton.N. C. Skirmish at, April 6, 1863 "239

Shiloh,N. C. Affair at, Sept. 17,1862. 13

Sanders, Horace T. Mentioned ''^'>

Sanderson, John "W. Mentioned ^•i

Sandy Ridge, N. C. Skirmishes at.

Feb. 13, 1863. See Eatchelder's Creek, lY. C. Erptditiov from , Fcl. 12-13, 1863.

April 20, 1863. Reports of

.Tones, J. Ricliter -^-^^

Ransom, R., jr 2^^

Willson, JohnM '-^39

See also report of Prince, p. 226.

Sanford, Charles D. Mentioned 366,367

Sawtell, Edward D. Mentioned 135

Scales, P. P. Mentioned 1^3

Schenck, Robert C. Mentioned 1025

Schlachter, F. Mentioned 61, 62

Scliriver, Scout. Mentioned ^^^"^

Schulz, Carl. Mentioned 303

Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad, Va. Operations on the. May 12-26, 1863.

Communications from

Dix,JohnA 719,720,722,723,725

Peck, John J '- 716,718,722-724

"Record of Events," 7th Corps 354

Reports of

Dix, JohnA
"^^

Peck, John J •- 354,355
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Seabury, Thomas S. Mentioned " 280

Seawell, John T. Mentioned 51

SeddoD, James A. Mentioned 107,782,794,799,816-

818, 823, 825, 826, 831, 848, 858, 860, 869-871, 875, 884, 888, 893, 896, 904, 908,

918,919, 927, 931, 935-937, 958, 966, 969, 972-974,977,978,999, 1011,1015,

1028, 1C29, 1043, 1047, 1055, 1058, 1059, 1070, 1077, 1081-1083, 1090, 1091

For correspondence, etc. see War Department, C. S.

Sedgwick, John. Mentioned ; . 534, 565, 906, 944, 1048

Selby , Milton. Mentioned 196

Seward, "William H. Mentioned 277,443,445,667

Seymour, U. S. S. Mentioned 223,243

Seymour, Horatio. Mentioned 994

Sharp, R. J.

Correspondence with W. H. C. Whiting 1030

Mentioned 167,89(5

Sharp, William. Mentioned 1020

Shaw, E. F. Mentioned 198

Shaw, H. M. Mentioned 111,117,118

Shawsheen U. S. S. Mentioned 170-172

Shays, Scout. Mentioned 1041,1045,1048,1070

Shearer, WUliam B. Mentioned 70

Sheldon, Oscar. Mentioned 509

Sheltou, Aronnata. Mentioned 893

Shelton, David. Mentioned 893

Shelton, David, of Bipus. Mentioned 893

Shelton, Isaac. Mentioned 893

Shelton, James. Mentioned 893

Shelton, James, jr. Mentioned 893

Shelton, Rod (Stob Rod). Mentioned 893

Shelton, Sipus. Mentioned 893

Shelton, 'Will. Mentioned 893

Shenk, R. W.
Correspondence with Treasury Department, U. S 429
Mentioned 409 45(5

Shepard, Jeremiah M. Mentioned 322
Sheridan, John. Mentioned 100

Shiloh, N. C. Operations at and about.

Sept. 17, 1862. Report of Enos C. Sanders 13

Sept. 20, 1862. Report of William B. Avery 14

Shingler, 'W. P.

Correspondence -with Gustavus W. Smith 742
Mentioned 793,920

Shingleur, James A. Mentioned 333
Shumaker, L. M.

Correspondence with

Carroll, Gray 339
French, Samuel G 328, 991, 1000
Stribliug, R. M 328

Mentioned 324,325,327,336,338
Report of capture of Battery Hnger, Va. , April 19, 1863 331

Shnrtleff, "William S.

Mentioned .'

577,736
Report of expedition to Goldsborougb, N. C, Dec. 11-20, 1862 88

Sigel, Franz. Mentioned 751,818,819,864,876
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Pago.
Sikes, J. H.

Mentioned 45

Report of reconnaissances to the Blacliwater, Va., Dec. 8-12, 1862 43

Siler, D. W. Correspondence with Governor of North Carolina ll'Z

Simms, John M. Mentioned '. 60

Simons, E. R. Mentioned 1020

Simonton, Charles H. Correspondence with W. H. C. Whiting. . . . j 806

Simpson, John G. Mentioned 277,28!t,575, 7;i5

Simpson, Thomas. Mentioned 221

Sinclair, Jefferson. Mentioned r>70

Singeltary, Thomas C. Mentioned 955, 956

Sisson, Henry T. Mentioned 215,216,222,577,612,737

Slaght, Jcimes C.

Correspondence with W. W. Tiittle 527

Mentioned 512,526

Slaten, C. W. Mentioned 190

Slaves.

Action touching. Communications from

Dis, John A 391,461,464,501

Viele, Egbert L 502

War Department, U. S - 395

See also Foetcr to French, p. 497 ;
Stanli/ to Foster, p. 498 ; French to Foster,

p. 505 ; Pool to Vance, p. 745.

Also Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands.

Employment of, as laborers. Communications from

Dix, JohnA 480,726,739

French, Samuel G 742

Whiting, W. n. C 887,896

See also Halleck to 'Foster, p. 659; WalUs to Hoffman, p. 674; Melton to

French, f. 7.57 ; Gilmer to Gwynn, pp. 758, 763 ; Gilmer to Mellon, p.

761 ; Barnes to Smith, p. 779; French to Randolph, p. 742; Smith to

Lee, p. 786; Whiting to Hill, pp. 904, 1076 ; Martin to Hill, p. 1089.

Insurrection of (proposed). Comraunicatious from

Davis, Jetferson 10'''7

Lee, Robert E 1072

Montgomery, Augustus S 1068

North Carolina, Governor of 1067

SUcer, George R. Mentioned 398

Slocum, Henry "W. Mentioned ^1^

Small, Nathaniel "W. Mentioned 1003

Smith Brlggs, Steamer. Mentioned 268,

276, 277, 280, 610, 613, 616, 620, 636, 654, 674, 697

Smith, Chandler. Mentioned '''*

Smith, E. Kirby. Mentioned 856,872,1084,1089

Smith, F. W. Mentioned 807,866

Smith, George (Lieutenant). Mentioned 150

Smith, George (.Scout). Mentioned 1022,1023

Smith, Gustavus W.
Assignments to command 742,74fJ

Correspondence with

Beauregard, G.T... 806,813,825,833,836

Elzey.lrnold 800,802

En<'ineer Department, C. S. A /o6, /61

French, Samuel G 743,747-749,751,755,757,762,

768, 770, 777-779, 781, 788, 792, 793, 803, 811, 816, 824, 840, 841, 854, 870-872
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Smith, Guatavus "W.—Continued.
Correspondence with

Jones, John E '^^^

Lee, Robert E 768,771,78.1,780,803,818,882

North Carolina, Governor of 749,8r.Ci

Pryor, Eoger A ^'^^

Shingler, W. P - 742

War Department, C. S 47.1,742,770,782,

792, 799, 801, 805, 808, 832, 836, 838, 844, 845, 847, 650, 854, 858, 870, 871, 878

Whiting, \V. H. C 773,780,783,786,789,791,

794, 802-806, 808, 816, 830, 833, 837, 838, 844, 850, 855, 857, 858, 864, 867, 869

Wise, Henry A 795

For correspondence as Actg. Sec. of War, see War Department, C. S.

Men tioned 107,

113, 117, 462, .5,57, 558, 742, 748, 751, 7.56, 759, 761, 763, 764, 768, 773, 776, 777,

793, 798, 802, 805-807, 810-812, 814-81G, 820, 823-825, 827-829, 833, 834, 839,

844, 845, 848, 850-853, 856, 860-862, 868, 872, 895, 89(;, 900, 900, 908, 913, 928

Reports of operations, Dec. 13-18, 1862, during expedition (o Goldsborongh,

N. C --- 106-109

Staff. Anuoiinccnients of '. 742

Smith, James G. Mentioned 91

Smith, John F. Mentioned 280

Smith, Lewis 'W. Mentioned 576, 734, 1094

Smith, M. B. Mentioned 44

Smith, M. T. Mentioned 338-340

Smith, 'William (Mr.). Mentioned 256

Smith, Williain (Corporal). Mentioned 10

Smith, W. H. Mentioned 764-766

Smith, William F.

Itinerary of Olh Corps. Transfer to Newport News, Va., Feb. 6-28, ISO'.t. . . 149

Mentioned 149, 536-539, 541, 546, 551, 504, .565, 876, 900, 922

Sm^ith's Plantation, 'Ware River, 'Va. Expedition to, April 1, 1863. See

Torltown, Fa. Expedition from, April 1, 1863.

Smoot, D. L. Mentioned 331-333

Smyth, 'William. Mentioned 360

Snelling, F. G. Mentioned 512

Snipes, T. B. Mentioned 170

Soederquist, Oscar. Mentioned 280

Somerton Road, 'Va. Skirmish on the, April 13, 1863. See April 11-May 4,

1803. Siege of Suffolk, Va. Reports of

Corcoran. Micbaol. Foster, Kobert S. Peck, John J-

Sorrel, G. Moxley. Mentioned 896,947,997

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see James Longstreet.

South Atlantic Coast. Affairs on, generally. Communications from John

G. Foster 538

South Carolina.

Operations in. Communications from G. T. Beanrcgard 1007,1021

Re-enforcements for. Communications from
Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 873

Beauregard, G. T. 881

Longstreet, James 979,981

Smith, Gustavus W 871

War Department, C. S 867,871,977,979,980,983,10.58,105!)

Whiting, W. H. C 871, 872,980,9H2, 10,-.8

See also Notes, pp. 871, 875; Longstreet to Seddoit, p. 990.
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rage.

South Carolina Troops. MentioDed.

Artillery, Light—ffa<fti//o/)S ; Palmetto (Batteries), B, C, 866. Battefies :

Chesterfield, 142,145,324,3:52, 333, 10,-.6
; German, 917, 995; Macbeth,

113,115,917; Palmetto, 2d, 917,995; Preston's,* 821, 860; Rhett's[?],
74.

Ittfatitrj—Battalions : 7th, 86G. Regiments : 1st, 5th, 6th, 564 ; 16th, 866
;

17th, 113; 22d, 71,79,113; 23d, 113; 24th, 809, 821, 833, 866 ; 2'5th, 74,

8C6 ; Palmetto Sharpshooters, 564.

Miscellaueous—Hampton Legion, 940; Holcombe Legion, 113, 751,750,

764, 793, 795, 798, 920, 975, 994, 1006.

South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. Department of. (Confederate.)

CliDgman, T. L., relieved from duty in 1034

Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 95,1034.

Oouth, Department of the. (Uuioii.)

Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 190, 602.

Ke-enforcements for. Commuuicatious from

Dix, John A 522, 530, .'>36

Foster, John G 512,514,510,520,522,524,530,533

See also Dix to Hailed:, p. 529.

Viele, Egbert L., assigned to duty in the 5()7

Southeastern Virginia. Operations iu, Aug. 20, 1802-J»ne3, 1863. Coimiiuni-

ciitious fnini

Adjutant and luspertor Gen'.TiirB Office, C. S. A "84

Causey, C. H 978, 993, 1026, 1055, lO.-'i.s

Duke, R. T. W t'J-i

Elzey, Arnold 953

French, Samuel G 943

Lee, Robert E 870, 830, 882, 883, 808, 921, 927, 946, 949, 954, 1024

Longstreet, James 806, 903, 923-926, 946, 948, 950, 958-960, 1057, 1061

Pryor, EogerA 877,879,888,889,890

Tabb, W. B 8tiO

War Department, C. S 877, 879, 882, ^-65, b80, 927

Wise, Henry A 89^

See also
Eastern Sliore.

GloHcealer Peninsula.

James River.

Pamunlceij Peiiinsiila.

Peninsula, The.

Southern Virginia, Department of.t (Confederate.)

Confederate troops iu, organization, stiength, etc.

April 10, 1863
'-'^'^

May 10,1863 - l"'"'*^

May 20, 1863 l'^f'7

Constituted, and limits defined '-'•'•*

French, Samuel G.

Assigned to command of "'•'

Relieved from command of 1'^'"

Merged into Department of North Carolina 1077

Orders, General, series 1803: No. 4,1038.

Orders, Special, series 1803: Nos. 3,7,327.

Southfleld, U. S. S. Meutioned 4(i-48, 223, 230, 243, 259, 443, 613

•Company A, lat Heavy Artillery. roimally constituted April 1, 1803.

75 R R—VOL xvm
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South Quay Bridge, Va. Skirmish at, May 1, 1863. See report of Peck, p. 274
;

" Record of Events," p. 271 ; Itinerary, p. 298.

South Quay Road, Va. Skirmish on, April 11, 1863. See report of Peck, p. 274.

Southwest Creek, N. C. Skirmishes at, Dec. 13-14, 1862. See Dec. 11-20,

1862. Expedition to Goldaborough , N. C. Beporta of

Cole, George W. Heckman, Charles A. Smith, Gustavus W.
Evans. Nathan G. Howell, Joshua B. Wesaells, Henry "W.

Foster, John G. Ledlie, James H. Zibriskie, Abram.

Spaulding, S. R.. Steamer. Mentioned 504, 630, 631, 705, 706

Spear, Samuel P.

Mentioned 16-18,20,35-37,40,

43, 132-134, 137-139, 199, 277-279, 289, 293, 300, 401, 414, 416, 453, 470, 474,

483-485, 507, 509, 510, 513, 5.50, 551, 553, 560, 563, 576, 653, 710, 735, 941, 1094

Reports of

Blackwater, Va. Expedition toward the, Jan. 8-10,1863 125

Deserted House, Va. Engagement at, Jan. 30, 1863 ^ 140

Franklin, Va. Skirmish near, March 17, 1863 200

Spence, Alexander. Mentioned 568

Spencer, John A. Mentioned 134, 139

Spinks, Jackson C. Mentioned 44

Spinola, Francis B.

Assignments to command 733

Correspondence with

Foster, John G 668,733

Palmer, Innis N 248,251

Wessells, Henry W .: 252,253

Itinerary of 1st Brigade, 5th Division, 18th Array Corps, siege of Washing-
tou, N. C, March 31-April 21, 1863 254 •

Mentioned 123,167,172,173,176,216,

219, 224, 228, 229, 2.33-235, 237, 254, 468, 485, 486, 488, 491, 494, 496, 497, 499,

505, 548, 578, 584, 589, 590, 594, 599, 617, 622,646,669,679,737,1023,1054

Reports of

Bloimt's Creek, N. C. Action at, April 9,1863 245

Swift Creek Village, N. C. Expeditions to, April 13-21, 1863 246, 252

Washington, N. C. Operations during siege of.

April 1-4,1863 240

April 8-9, 1863 :.... 244,247

Spittle, WiUiam. Mentioned 321,322

Sprague, Augustus B. R.
Correspondence with John G. Foster 560

Mentioned 170,172,468,500,577,736

Reports of

Goldshorough, N. C. Expedition to, Dec. 11-20, 1862 81

New Berne, N. C.

Expedition from, March 6-10, 1863 176

Reconnaissance from, Jan. 17-21, 1863 129

Sprague, William. Mentioned 461
Sprinkle, Hugh. Mentioned 880
S. R. Spatrlding, Steamer. Mentioned 504, 630, 631, 705, 706
Stackpole, J. L. Mentioned 512
Stacy, Joshua T. Mentioned 552
Stager, Anson. Correspondence with John A. Dix 483
Stahl, 'WiUiam H. Mentioned 735
Stanly, Bd.

Correspondence with John G. Foster 182,498,525
Mentioned 157,449,497,498,505,506,826,905,986
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Page.
Stanton, Edwin M. Mentioned 394,395,

401, 402, 407, 410, 414, 417-420, 430, 433, 435, 438, 440, 444, 445! 448^

450-454, 469, 473, 480, 508, 521, 570, 587, 650, 651, 659, 711,718, 731
For correspondence, etc., see War Department, U. S.

Stark, A. W. Mentioned 920
Starr, J. B. Mentioned 120,121,865,971
State of Maine, Steamer. Mentioned 3g7
Stedman, Griffin A., jr.

Mentioned 313,575,735
Reports of

Providence CbnrchKoadjVa. Reconnaissance on the, May 3, 1863 315
Suffolk, Va. Operations during siege of, April 11-30, 1863 315

Stepping Stones, U. S. S. Mentioned 271,

276, 304, 305, 314, 317, 510, 661, 666, 697, 702
Stepping Stones, XJ. S. S., Comdg. OfBcer. Correspondence with S. P. Lee. 510

Stetson, Abisha. Mentioned 148,200

Stetzel, George. Mentioned 18, 123,140,558

Steuart, George H.
Assignments to command 1070

Mentioned 1070

Stevens, Lieutenant. Mentioned 955

Stevens, Aaron F. Mentioned 307,312,315,575,735

Stevens, Clement H. Mentioned 801,821,828,857,896

Stevens, Hazard. Mentioned 276, 308, 313

Stevens, "Walter H.

Correspondence with Engineer Department, C. S. A 884

Mentioned 109,110,869,885,1009

Report of operations, Dec. 16-17, 1862, expedition to Goldsborough, N. C. 110

Stevenson, Captain. Mentioned 354

Stevenson, John S. Mentioned 735

Stevenson, R. H. Mentioned 83

Stevenson, Thomas G.

Mentioned 21, 22, 54, .56, 85, 378, 402, 411, 408, 500, 548, 599, 679, 700

Reports of

Goldsborough, N C. Expedition to, Dec. 11-20, 1802 62

New Berne, N. C. Expedition from, Nov. 1-12, 1862 22

Stewart, Andrew. Mentioned 97, 104

Stew2irt, Charles H. Mentioned - 57rt

Stewart, Charles S. Mentioned 280,707,718,7^0

Stewart, James, jr. Meutioned 95

Stirling, Charles R. Mentioned 280

Stone, Surgeon. Mentioned 4:^4

Stone, Henry M. Mentioned 66,173,246,2,52,501

Stone, J. M. Mentioned (^02

Stoneman, George. Mentioned 701,706,708,1018,1024,1029,10,^8

Stoneman's Raid. April 29-May 7, 1863. Communications from

Dix, JohnA 684, 6«9, 702, 730

Hooker, .Joseph 683,721,730,7,32

Keyes, Erasmus D 687,689,701,730

ICilpatrick, Judson 707, 710, 721

King, Rufus 706,708

Longstreet, James 1040,1051

Peck, John J '''^

Petligrcw, J. J 1044
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Stoneman's Raid. April 29-May 7, 1863—Continued. Communications from

War Department, C. S
_

1039

War Department, U. S 708

See also

May 3, 1863. Ashland and Hanover Statiov, Va. Sklrmuihes at.

4- 5, 1863. Hungarij Station, Tunstall's Station, lianovei'toivn

Ferry, and Aylett'a, Va. Sldrmishes at.

Also Dix to Halleclc, p. 704 ; Longstreet to Sill, p. 1047.

Also Note, p. 1036.

Storer, Jacob J. Mentioned 316,320

Stratton, Franklin A.

Correspondence with

Dix, John A 689

Pecli, John J 693

Roberts, W. Dewees " 693

Viele, Egbert L 350

Mentioned 36, 37, 126, 199, 200, 202, 203, 271, 276, 277, 280, 285, :i56, 358,

524, 528, 5.30, 539, 542, 626, 639, 644, 650, 652, 654, 657, 658, 663, 689, 699, 722

Stribling, Robert M.
Correspondence with L. M. Shumaker 328

Mentioned : 32.J, 326, 328, 331-335,989

Report of capture of Battery Huger, Va., April 19, 1863 336

Stringham, S. H. Mentioned 437

Strong, Lieutenant. Mentioned 7

Strong, Ed-ward N. Mentioned 512

Strong, James H. Mentioned 512

Strong, R. P. Mentioned 273, 274, 2fc0

Stroup, Private. Mentioned 19

Stuart, J. E. B. Mentioned 39,

341, 520, 815, 817, 818, 936, 99G, 1018, 1024, 1029, 1048, 1071
Studley, John M.

Correspondence with John G. Foster 504

Mentioned 129,560

Sturdivaut, N. A. Mentioned 750,788

Sturgis, RusseU, jr. Mentioned 349,350
Sturgis, Samuel D. Mentioned 562-565

Subsistence Department, C. S. A. Correspondence with

North Carolina, Governor of 764 769
Whiting, W. H. C '94O

Subsistence Stores. Supplies of. See Munitions of War.

Suffolk, Va.

Engagement near, Jan. 30, 1863. See Deserted House, Va.

Evacuation of, by Union forces, July 3, 1803. Communications from
Army Headquarters 712 717 7iy
Barnard, John G 7]^2

Cullum, George W 712
Dix, John A ^U -yj^

Totten, J. G 7(2
Expedition from, Sept. 2-3,1862. Report of John A. Dix 4

Operations .about, Nov. 12-14, 18G2. Report of John J. Peck 31
Eeconnaissauco from, March 7-9, 1863.

Commnnications from

Dix, John A 555
Peck, John J 555

Report of Charles C. Dodge I79
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Suffolk, Va.—Continued.
Siege of, April 11-May 4, 1863.

Casualties. Returns of. Union troops 286-288
Communications from

Army Headquarters 595 682
Baylor, T. G 664!672
Davis, Jefferson _, 975 jqOD
Davis, Josepli R 99;j

Dis, John A 285
603, G08, 610, 611, 613-616, 619, 621, 625, 626, 628, 630, 632, 633, 635-637, 639'

642, 645, 653, 655, 657-659, 663, 664, 667, 671 , 082, 685-689, 691, 692, 701
Engineer Department, C. S. A 330,977,1008
FrencL, Samuel G 99]

993, 995, 1000, 1010, 1015, 1016, 1018, 1025, 1033, 1038, 1042, 1043
Hood, J. B 1042
Hooker, Josepli •. 606,679,683,684,691,692
Jenkins, M 903
Johnson, A. B 664

Keyes, Erasmus D 595-599,601,603,604-

Lamson, R. H 642

Lee, John C ^ 610

Lee, Robert E 906,966,974,996,1009

Leo, S. P 611,615,616,618,621,634,035,639,642-044,651,660,694,702

Loiigstreet, James 910,944,

958, 059, 902,963,968,969,973,977,988-990,996-999, 1001-1004,1009,

1010, 1014-1016, 1020. 1021, 1025, 1026, 1031, 1033, 1037-1042, 1044

Milllgan, J. F 1003

Myers, Charles D 997

Navy Department, C. S 976

Peck,,lohn J 597,

599, 600, 603, 605-607, 610, 614-617, 619, 620, 625-628, 632-635, 637, 639,

041, 644, 650, 053-055, 658, 663, 664, 667, 672, 683-085, 087, 689, 690, 692, 099

Pickett, George E 907

Stratton, Franklin A 689

VanBuren, D. T 599

War Department, C. S 967,970,977,998

See also Kerjes to Hailed:, p. 004 ; Dix to Foster, p. 667 ; Longstreet to Lee,

p. 94C; Lee to Longstreet, p. 942; Longstreet to Hill, p. 904.

Congratulatory orders. (Dix) 270

Co-operation of

Navy, C. S., with Army 907,*

niO, 944, 950, 959, 967, 908, 974, 976, 977, 996-999, 1008, 1009

Navv, U. S., with Army 208-271,275-

260, 303-307, 309-311, 317-339, 580, 597, 600, 00:i, 007, CIO, Oil, 015-021, 025,

626, 634-637, 039, 049-645, 6.50, 651, 660-663, 672, 685, 680, 694, 695, 702-704

Extracts from

Philadelphia Inquirer 282

Richmond Examiner 284

Richmond Sentinel 633

Itineraries of

Murphy's brigade, 1st Division, 7th Corps, April 9-May 3,1803 290

Terry's l)riga<Ie, Ist Division, 7th Corps April 11-30, 1803 292

W.ardrop's Reserve Brigade, April 24-May 1, 1863 '. 298

"Record of Events." Department of Virginia 271
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Suffolk, Va.—Continuecl.

Siege of, April 11-May 4, 1863.

Reports of

Corcoran, llioliael 288,290

Crosby, Hiram B., May 3, 1863 321

Davis, Charles L ^*2

Dix, JohnA 268,269

Dodge, Charles C 299

Dnttoi), Arthur H 316

Fairehild, Harrison S 308

Foster, Robert S 293

French, Saninel G 329

Getty, George W 301

Gordon, George II., May 1-4, 1863 323

Harland, Edward 312

LarasoD, E. H 662

McCoQibe, John, April 17-May 4, 1863 295

McEvily, William 298

Pease, William E., April 19-May 4, 1863 309-311

Peek, John J 274,281,284

Stedman, GriflQn A., jr., April 11-30,1863 315

See also

April 1.5, 1863. Edenton Road Skirmish on the.

19, 1863. Battery Huger Capture of,

23, 1863. Chuclcatuek. Affair at.

24, 1863. Edenton Road. Skirmish on the.

May 3, 1863. Providence Church Road. Reconnaissance on the.

Skirmish near, Dec. 28, 1862.

Communications from John A. Dix 496

Eeport of Orris S. Ferry 123

Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, transferred to 3, 5.5S, 562

Sullivan, Captain, Mentioned 2e0

Suydam, C. C. Mentioned 360, 361

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Erasmus D. Keyes.

Swan, Steamer. Mentioned 277,305,659
S^yan Quarter, N. C.

Expedition to, March 1-6, 1863. Eeport of Colin Richardson 157

Skirmi.sh near, March 4, 1863. See Swan Quarter, N. C. Expedition to,

March 1-6, 1863

Swansborough, N. C. Expedition to, March 9, 1863. See Xew Heme, N. C.

^
Expedition from, March <i-lO, 1863.

Sw^eeny, Talbot. Mentioned 629,995
Swift Creek VUlage, N. C. Expedition to, April,13-21, 1863.

Communications from Henry W. Wessells 252, 253
Eeport of Francis B. Spinola 246,252

See also Itinerary \st Brigade, hlh Division, 18(A Army Corps, p. 254.

Swindell, Edward S. Mentioned 988
Sylvan Shore, Steamer. Mentioned 240,241
Tabb, William B.

Correspondence with Henry A. Wise 886
Mentioned 152, 153, 206, 207, 877, 920, 976. 994
Eeports of

Olive Branch Church, Va. Skirmish at, Feb. 7, 1863 215
Williamsburg, Va. Skirmish at, March 29, 1863.. 207
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Taliaferro, V. H. Mentioned 142,179

Tallmadge, Grier. Mentioned 480

Tamblyn, W. Mentioned 273-275,280

Tansill, Robert. Mentioned 922

Tappan, Leviris W., jr. Mentioned 349

Tatum, George M. Mentioned 198

Taylor, Alexander W. •

Mentioned 96

Report of engagement at Kinstou, N. C, Dec. 14,1862 103

Taylor, David A.
Mentioned 158, 165

Reports of

Anderson, Fort, N. C. Attack on, March 14, 1863 184

Goldsborongb, N. C. Expedition to, Dec. 11-20, 1862 61

New Berne, N. C. Expedition from, March 6-10, 1863 170

Washington, N. C. Siege of, and pursuit of Confederate forces, March
30-April 20, 1863 217

Taylor, D. L. Mentioned 512

Taylor, O. F. Mentioned 799, 800

Taylor, Joseph P. Mentioned 492

Taylor, Ro-wley P. Mentioned 135

Taylor, "W. H. For correspondence as Asst. Adj. Gen., see Bobert E. Lee.

Teazer, U. S. S. Mentioned 626

Terrell, L. R. Mentioned 338,339

Terry, Henry D.
A.ssignnients to command 494

Itinerary of 1st Brigade, Ist Division, 7th Corps. Siege of Suffolk, Va.,

April 11-30, 1K63 292

Mentioned 272,

273, 276, 277, 279, 286, 299, 312,494, 575, 590, 592, 593, 676, 677, 734, 1093

Tevis, Charles Carroll.

Mentioned 261 ,
34

3

Report of reconnaissance to vicinity of Hickory Forks, Va., April 12, 1863. 341

Tew, Charles F. Mentioned .- 26,27,29,30

Tew, George W. Mentioned 215,468, 5<10

Thayer, A. K. Mentioned -,
273-275,280,307

Thomas' A. Morgan, Steamer. Mentioned 544, 545, 592

Thomas Colyer, Steamer. Mentioned 240,241,618,640,640

Thomas, Charles W. Mentioned 444,448,490,511,541,589,738,739

Thomas, George 'W. Mentioned <>''

Thomas, Lorenzo. Mentioned 388,473,716,717

For correspondence, etc., see Adjutant-General's Office, U. S. A.

Thomas, W. H. Mentioned ^H

Thompson, Mr. Mentioned ^^25

Thompson, George S. Mentioned ^
100

Thompson, Lewis. Mentioned 745,747

Thompson, 'W. B. Mentioned 758, /59

Thompson's Bridge, N. C. Sliirmish at, Dec. 17, 1862. Report of Jeptlja

Garrard ^^

See also Dec. 11-20, 1862. Expedition to GoldsborougJi, N. C. lleports of

Foster, John G. Lcdiie, James H. Smith, Gnstavns W.

Thorbum, C. E. Mentioned ^^^

Thorp, Thomas J. Mentioned 132.134,137,139,280

Thrupp, Arthur T. Ilentioned 738
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Timothy, Cornelius. Mentioned 198

Titus, Samuel N. Mentioned 356,358,722

Tolles, Samuel. Mentioned 575

Tomlin, Robert. Mentioned 261

Tompkins, WUliam D. Mentioned 340

Toner, John J. Mentioned.... 261, ;M1

Toombs, Robert. Mentioned 915,917

Torpedoes. Use of, as means of warfare. Communications from

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 743

Rains, G. J 1082

War Department, C. S 1082

See also TTliiting to Hill, p. 1022.

Totten, Joseph G.

Correspondence with Army Headquarters - 712

Mentioned 712,829

For correspondence, etc., see Engineer Department, U. S. A.

Townley, Jonathan. Mentioned 95

Towns, Randolph. Mentioned 953,1059,1060

To^i^nsend, Robert. Mentioned G88

Tracey, John, jr. Mentioned 134,138

Trade and Intercourse.

Communications from

Adjutant-General's Office, U. S. A 580

Army Headquarters 392

Busteed, Richard 204

Dix, John A 205,456,523,531,535

Jones, J. Richter 529

Lee, S. P 522,523,535

Lincoln, Abraham 572

Peck, John J 639

Prince, Henry 682

Shenk, R. W 429

Smith, Gnstavus W 777

Treasury Department, U. S 429

AVar Department, C. S 951

"Whiting, W. H. C 938-940

See also Peck to Dii, p. 540; Dix to Peck, p. 541. Also Blockade.

Orders of War Department, U. S 580
Proclamation of Abraham Lincoln 572

Transportation. (Railroad and Water. ) Commnnications from
Army Headquarters 490,619,620
Beauregard, G. T 813
Dix, .John A 465,487,490,492,502,504,511,619
Enjjineer Department, C. S. A 825,952
Ferry, 0. S 487
Foster, John G 516,533,541
Harvie, Lewis E 951
Keyes, Erasmus D 591,,592
Naglce, Henry M 501
Navy Department, C. S 875
North Carolina, Governor of 779,912
Petti grew, J. J _ 744
Wadley, W. M

^ 874
War Department, C. S 813 873
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m- Page.
Transportation. (Railroad and Water)—Continued.

See also

May 12-26, 1863. Seaboard and Roanoke E. B. Operations on the.

15-2y, 1863. Norfolk and Petersburg E. E. Operations on the.

Also Palmer to Foster, p. 584 ; Whiting to Smith, p. 780 ; Smith to Sed-
don, p. 858; Longstreet to Hill, p. 902.

Treadwell, C. H. Mentioned 274
Treasury Department, U. S. Correspondence with

Dix, JobnA 398,445,450,451
Sbenk, E. W 409
War Department, U. S 429

Trenton, N. C.

Expedilion to, March 6-7, 1863. See New Berne, N. C. Expedition from,
March 6-10, 1863.

Reconnaissance to, Jan. 18, 1863. See New Berne, N. C. Reconnaissance
from, Jan. 17-21, 1863.

Trent Road, N. C. Reconnaissance on the, Jan. 27-28, 1863. Report of J.

Richter Jones 131
Trigg, Robert C. Mentioned 142,145 807
Trowbridge, James L. Mentioned 321, 322
Trozel, Elias S. Mentioned 188,224 242
Tucker, Captain. Mentioned 424

Tucker, John. Mentioned 409

For correspondence, etc., see War Department, U. S.

Tunstall's Station, Va. Skirmish at. May 4, 1863. See Keyes to Dix, p. 701.

Tuttle, "W. W.
Correspondence with James C. Slaght 527

Mentioned 526

Statement of 526

Tyler, George O. Mentioned 80

Tyndale, Hector.

Assignments to command 740

Mentioned 740

Tyson, Josiah. Mentioned 170

Uncle Ben, Steamer. Mentioned 416

Underwriter, U. S. S. Mentioned C02

Union Troops.

Casnalties. Returns of.

Deserted House, Va. Engagement at, Jan. 30, 1863 135

Goldshorough, N. C. Expedition to, Dec. 11-20, 1862 60

Kineton, N. C. Demon8tration upon. May 20-23, 1863 363

Suffolk, Va. Siege of, April 11-May 4, 1863 286-288

Washington, N. C. Siege of, etc., March 30-April 16, 1H63 217

Mentioned. (Regulars.)

Artillery, L.ight—Regiments : 1st (Batteries), C, 469, 471, 472, 501, 549,

578, 679, 737 ; ithiBatlei-ies), D, 17, 18. 20, 132. 135. 136, 139, 288, 295, 377,

468, 483, 487, 576, 677, 735, 1094 ; L, 35, 37, 125, 288, 30.'), 306, 313, 377,

468, 483, 487, 576, 677, 735, 1094 ; 5th (Batteries), A, 287, 303, 305, 318,

570, 575, 676, 735 ; 5th (Batteries), M, 487, 576, 677, 734, 1094.

For Volunteers, see respective States.

Organization, strength, etc.

North Carolina, Department of 378,

411, 468, 469, 500, 501, 533, 547-549, 576-578, 678, 679, 736-738

Virginia, Department of 376,377,384,385,396,411,

467,468,486,487,497,499, 532, 546, 574-576, 675-677, 733-736, 1093, 1094
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Union Troops—Continued.

Recruitment, organization, etc. Communications from

Adjutant-General's Office, U. S.A 492

Dix, John A 666,672

Foster, John G 472

Peck, John J 472,671

Weasells, Henry W 598

See also Colored Troops.

XTpham, Charles L. Mentioned 313,735

Upshur, C. Iiittleton. Mentioned 876

Vaiden, Judith. Mentioned 799,801

Vaiden, Victoria. Mentioned 801

Vallee, John F. Mentioned 293,310.317,576,734

Valley City, U. S. S. Mentioned 146,355,391

Van Alen, James H.
Assignments to command 427

Mentioned 374,377,427

Van Buren, D. T.

Correspondence with John A. Dix 585

Mentioned 542,543

For correspondence as A. A. G., see John A. Dix; also Erasmus D. Keyes.

Vance, Zebuloa B. Mentioned 107,

441, 447, 457, 752. 753, 769, 777, 779, 782, 789, 792, 803,-819, 823, 83->, 842, 854,

855, 860, 861, 874, 880, 888, 896, 928, 935, 937, 1053, 1065, 1072, 1073, 1077

For correspondence, etc., see North Carolina, (lovernor of.

Van Heusen, Stephen. Mentioned 67
Van Ness, 'William W. Mentioned 565
Van Wyok, Charles H. Mentioned 738
Vaughan, 'W. R. Mentioned 341

Vaughn, Augustus D. Mentioned 295
Vaun, George. Mentioned 198
Venable, S. W. Mentioned 874
Vermont Troops. Mentioned.

lafuntTy—Regiments : 9th, 272, 287, 299, 302-305, 317, 318, 1359, 625, 677, 735.

Vessels. See Naval Vessels.

Vezin, H. A. Mentioned 1:^0

Victoria, U. S. S. Mentioned 423
Viele, Egbert L.

Assignments to command 567
Correspondence with

Dix, John A 356,384,40'1,C0I,.'S02,542.568,611,615
Pect, John J r,42, 614,620,627,054,722
Stratton, Franklin A 356

Mentioned 275, 279, 356, 376, 377, 384, 393, 4u4, 405, 408, 409, 411, 412,
417, 421, 423, 427, 467, 468, 474, 486, 494, 499, 519, 520. 523, 531, 532, 535, ,542,

.546, 567, 568, 570, 574, 575, 580, 583, 595, 615, 626, (75, 677, 712, 733, 735, 1093
Virginia, C. S. S. (Merrimac,No. 1.) Mentioned 385,416
Virginia.

Military departments embracing 748,953,1077
Militia. Communications from

Virginia, Adjutant-General of 835
Virginia, Governor of 834
War Department, C. S 827 340

Operations in, Aug. 20, 1862-June 3, 1863. See
'

Northern Virginia.

Sonlheastern Virginia,
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Virginia, Adjutant-General of.
^^^'

Correspondence with Virginia, Governor of 004
Orders, Special, series 1863 : Jan. 9, 835.

Virginia, Department of. (Union.)
Affairs in, generally. Communications from

Army Headquarters .g2 57Q
Dix, John A 388, 389, 395, 396, 435, 458, 462,"488,'563i 568, 582' 667
Keyes, Erasmus D

586,587,60'J
Lincoln, A ..„

Bolles, John A., appointed "Provost Judge" to try cases in 503
Busteed, Eichard, assigned to duty in 4g.)

Dis,- John A. , resumes command of gno
Gordon, George H., assigned to duty in gjj9

Keyes
,
Erasmus D. , assumes temporary command of 586

Mansfield, J. K. F., relieved from duty in 337
Newbould, Mr., expelled from 545
Orders, General, series 1862 : No. 6, 503. Corps : 7th, No. 19, 12.

Orders, General, series 1863 : Corps : 7th, No. 13, 543 ; No. 32, 270. April
6, 586.

Provisional court established. Orders of John A. Dix 503
" Record of Events" during siege of Suffolk, Va., April 11-May 4, 1863 271
Ee-enforcements for. Communications from

Army Headquarters 33g
389, 392, 393, 401, 466, 534, 536, 608, 613, 619, 620, 624, 637, 660, 679

Dix, John A 390,392,494,508,515,536,619,621,624-626,671
Heintzelman, S. P gOs

Terry, Henry D., assigned to duty in 494
Transfer of 9th Army Corps to 2,149,534,536,876,877,879,888,889,896
Tyudale, Hector, assigned to duty in 74O
Uniou troops in. Organization, strength, etc.

Aug. 31, 1862 376,377
Sept. 5, 1862 384,385

Sept. 20, 1862 396

Sept. 30, 1862 411

Nov.30, 1862 467,468

Dec. 20, 1862 486,487

Dec. 30, 1862 497

Dec. 31, 1862 499

Jan. 31, 1863 532,1093,1094

Feb. 28, 1863 546

March 27, 1863 (3d Division, 9th Army Corps) 570

March 31, 1863 574-576

April 30, 1863 675-677

May 31, 1863 733-736

Viele, Egbert L., relieved from duty in 567

Wistar, Isaac J., a-ssigned to duty in 686

Virginia, Governor of. Correspondence with

Elzey, Arnold 978

Virginia, Adjutant-General of 834

War Department, C. S : 827,834,977

Virginia and North Carolina, Department of.* (Confederate.)

Affairs in, generally. Communications from

Adjutant and Inspector General's OfBce, C. S. A 861,895,914

Davi,s, Jefferson 891

* Geographical command of Smith, afterward Longatreet.
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Virginia and North Carolina, Department of. (Confederate)—Continued.

Affairs in, generally. Communi cations from

Frencb, Samuel G 864

Hill, D. H 890

Lee, RobertE 817-819,856,911

Longstreet, James 930

Smith, GustavusW - 786,872

War Department, C. S 814,861,891

Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc.

Sept. 30, 18K2 750,751

Oct. 20,1862 759

Oct. 31, 18G2 '.: 764

Nov. 30, 1862 788

Dec. 10, 1862 793

Jan. 31, 1863 865

Feb. 20, 1863 888

I'eb. 28, 1863 900

March 1, 1663 901

March 9, 18G3 915

March 10, 1863 916,917

March 1^, 1863 - 929

March 20, 1863 930

Constituted, and limits defined 748

French, Samuel G.

Assigned to and assumes command 861. 864

Temporarily assigned to command of artillery serving on the Black-

water , 988

Orders, Circulars, series 1862: Dec. 12, 794.

Orders, General, series 1862: No. 15, 794.

Orders, Special, series 1863: April 14,988; May 2, 1038; May 4, 1045;

No. 39, 909; (French) No. 2, 995.

Longstreet, James, assigned to and assumes command of 895,896

Pickett, George E., assigned to duty iu 889

Re-euforcemeuts for. Communications from

Beauregard, G. T 813

Clingman, T. L 852

Davis, Jefferson 770,823,848

French, Samuel G 822, 823

Lee, Robert E 801, 812, 817-819, 825

Smith , Gustav us W 768, 838, 847

War Department, C. S 801,810-812

See also Smith to Lee, p. 786; Notes, p. 871.

Smith, Gustavus W., assigned to command of 748

Subdivisions of. See

Xortli Carolina, Department of.

Siohmojid, Department of.

Southern Virginia, Department of.

Virginia Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Heavy—Regiments : 4th, 920, 995.

Artillery, Light—Batfa/Zons : 12th, 1056, 1067. BaHeries : Alexandria, 331,

333, 1001, 1069, 1076; Armistead's, 920; Blount's, 995; Branch's, 917
;

Dabney's, 787, 807, 997, 1076 ; Fauquier, 279, 324, 325, 328, 329, 331-338,

989, 995, 1001, 1004, 1009, 1014 ; French's, 920
; Hampden, 335, 995 ; Mar-

tin's, 142, 145, 331 ; Norfolk Blues, 787
; Petersburg Rocket, 17, 19,
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Virginia Troops. Mentioned—Continned.
^°^'''

Artillery, hight—Batteries : Petersburg Rocket (coatinned), 35, 36, 42;
Richmond Fayette, 334, 995 ; Staunton Hill, 806, 917; Sturdivant's
900, 916, 917, 930, 978; Wright's, 142, 145; Wyatt's, 190, 191. /ieni'
ments : 1st, * 900, 916, 917, 930, 978, 1067.

Cavalry—ffatta//ons ; 27th, 142, 807 ; 32d, 795, 798, 800, 920. 975, 1006 ; 40th,
341, 1059, 1070. 'Companies: Barham's, 1038, 1039. Regiments : 5th, 341^
1006

;
9th, 342; 10th, 795, 920, 976, 1006, 1019

; 13th, 751, 759, 764, 787
845

; 15th, 749, 7.52, 759, 764, 787, 845.
'

'

\aia.ntVY—Battalions: City, 684, 1059; 2d, Local Defense (Q. J/. Z)ep*.), 1092;
4th, Local Defense {Naml), 1092; 5th, Local Defense (JrseHaO, 1092.
Companies: Confederate Guard, 900,916, 917,930; Hargrove Blues.t
900, 916, 917, 930, 978. Regiments : 1st, 929 ; 5th, 658 ; 8th, 215

; 14th,
340; 17th, 289; 26th, 920, 995 ; 29th, 341, 807, 900,916,917,930 ; 32d,978,
1067

; 46th, 208, 342, 343, 892, 920, 1019 ; 50th, 142, 145, 519, 807
; 54th, 142^

145,807; 57th, 929; 59th, a07, 208, 209, 920, 995, 1019; 61st, 751, 759, 764,
787,845; 63d, 142, 145,807.

MiMtm—Regiments: 18th, 22d, 26th, 31st, 39th, 42d, 43d, 49th, 50th,
53d, 63d, 64th, 66th, 69th, 73d, 83d, 84th, 96th, 98th, 101st, 110th,
117th, 156th, 168th, 172d, 195th, 835.

VoUva, Thomas. Mentioned 1^1
Voorhees, B. F. Mentioned

4:j:j

Voris.Alvin C. Mentioned 577,738
Vought, Philip G. Mentioned 737
Wadley, "William M.

Correspondence with War Department, C. S 874
Mentioned 859,873

Wadsvrorth, James S. Mentioned 4oy
Wageley, Louis. Mentioned 2(), 30
"Wager, Peter H. Mentioned 622, 651, 652, 995
"Waldron, S. "W., jr. For correspondence as A. A. 0., see Heiirij Prime.
"Wale's Head, N. C. Destruction of Salt-AVorks at, Feb. 2, 1863. Rei.ort of

Francis E. Porter 146

"Wales, Thomas B., jr. Mentioned.'. 3.';0

"Walker, George H. Mentioned 257,258

"Walker, H. H. Mentioned 749,802, 1059

"Walker, H. P. Correspondence with "W. H. C. Whiting 1056

"Walker, Lindsay R. Mentioned 762

"Walker, "W. S. Correspondence with G. T. Beauregard 1U13

"Wall, Richard. Mentioned 90

"Wallace, G. A.
Mentioned 207

Report; of skirmish at Williamsbnrg, Va., March 29, 1863 208

"Waller, Richard P. Mentioned 1092

"Wallick, "William F. M. Mentioned 294

"Wallis, J. "W. Correspondence wiih John G. Foster 674

"Walton, J. B. Mentioned 8 6

"Walton, Thomas. Mentioned 696

"War Department, C. S. Correspondence with

Baird, E. K 1091

Beauregard, G. T 799,811-813,816,822,1012,1013,1017

Campbell, J. A 1082

Davis, Jeflcrson g03. 823, 834,848,860,870,891, 976, 1009, 1015, 1053, 1081, 1082

•Four batteries serving at Petersburg, Va. t Origiually Company I, 12tli Virginia Infantry.
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War Depaitment, C. S. Correspondence with—Continued.

Donelsou, D. S 958

Elliott, Gilbert 653

Engineer Department, C. S. A 330,813,952,977,1008

French, Samuel G 45,144,742,822,823,826,867,874,1042

Hall, E. D -^
1091

Harvie, Lewis E - 0">1

Hill, D. H. 861, 890, 983, 1005, 1016. 1047, 1048, 1050, 1052, 1053, 1059, 1076, 1079, 101)2

Johnston, Joseph E 1082

Jones, Samuel 935, 930

Lee, Robert E 801 , 802, 805, 810, 812, 814, 817, 819, 825, 844-846,

851,876,877,879,880, 882,889, 974, 998, 1009, 1017,1066,1072, 1090, 1092

Lee, W. H. F 1045

Longstreet, James 326, 910,967,970,972,

977, 979, 981, 983, 996, 998, 1002, 1014, 1015, 1025, 1039, 1042, 1045, 1050, 1051

Lynch, W. F 789,858

Martin, J. G 752

Navy Department, C. S 976,1023

North Carolina, Governor of 779,792,

821, 822, 827, 831, 840,851,873,895,897,902,909, 934,957,1026,1027,1045

Pryor, Roger A 877,879,885,888,889

Qnarterraaster-General's Office, C. S. A 107

Smith, GnstavusW 471,742,776,782,

792, 799, 801, 805, 808, 832, 836, 838, 844, 845, 847, 850, 854, 858, 870, 871, 878

Virginia, Goverflor of 827,834,977

Wadley, W. M 874

Whiting, W. H. C 774,781,782,862,867,872,875,892,897,

899, 904, 912, 938, 939, 951, 962, 971, 977, 980, 983, 988, 1005, 1024, 1058, 1081

War Department, XT. S.

Correspondence with

Dix, John A 382,387,391,

39.5,418,433,436,440,443,449,451,452, 454,461,472, 474,480,482, .521,714

King, Rufus -^ 706,708

Navy Department, U. S 376,430,442,451,452

Treasury Department, U. S 429

Orders, March 31, 1863 580

Orders in cases of

Abandoned and Captured Property 580

Trade and Intercourse 580

Ward, . Mentioned 409

Ward, Edward W. Mentioned •. 760

Ward, Giles F. Mentioned 99,100

Ward, John E.

Mentioned 317,575,735

Report of capture of Battery Huger, Va. , April 19, 1863 314

Ward, Robert B. Mentioned 132

Wardrop, David W.
Mentioned 272,279,287,298,359,575,677,729,735,1093

Itinerary of Reserve Brigade. Siege of Sufl'olk, Va., April 24-May 1 298

Warner, John A., Steamer. Mentioned 295,387,422,429

Warren, Edvrard J. Mentioned 1092

Washburn, Israel, jr. Mentioned 461

Washington, N. C. ^^i

Attack on, September 6, 1862.

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army 5
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>waBhington, N. C—Continued.
Attack "u, September 6, 1862.

Reports of

Foster, John G 4^5
French, Samuel G 10

Mix, John 7

Potter, Edward E g
Defenses of (immediate).

Communications from
Prince, Henry 669,670
Spinola, F. B 668

Prince, Henry.

Assigned to command of the 669

Relieved from command of the 670

Expedition to, April 17-19, 1863. Reports of

Foster, John G 212

Heckman, Charles A 221

Naglee, Henry M 220

See also March ^0-April 20, 1863. Siege of Washington, N. C, andpursuit

of Covfederale forces, lieporis of

roster, John G. Talmer, Innis N. {Itincraryi.

Siege of, and pursuit of Confederate forces, March 30-Ai>ril 20, 1863.

Casualties. Returns of. Union Troops 217

Communications from

Army Headquarters 586, .589, 711

Daniel, Junius 951,954,974

Dix, John A 585,618,622,629

Foster, John G 223, 228, 231-235, 594, 622, 623, 627

Garnett, Richard B 955,971,975,978,984,988,089,991,992,1001

Hunter, David 602

Keyes, Erasmus D 585, 58"', 589, 591-593, 601

Lee, S. P 631

Longstreet, James 931,932,937,941,943,945,908-970,972,073,990

Ludlow, William H 601

Palmer, Innis N 2v'7,

228, 248, 251, 578, 579, 584, 585, 589, 593, 594, 612, 617, 618, 646

Peck, John J 590

Pettigrew, J. J 985,990

Prince, Henry 228-230,2.36

Van Buren, D. T 585

Whiting, W. H. C 943,972

See also Dix to HallecTt, p. 579 ; Longstreet to Lee, pp. 942, 959, 960

;

Lee to Longstreet, p. 943.

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army 211-

215, 217, 218, 223, 224, 228-232, 241-244

Itineraries.

Jourdan, James, 2d Brigade, 5th Division, 18th Army Corps 254

Palmer, Innis N., 1st Division, 18th Army Corps 219

Spinola, F. B., 1st Brigade, 5th Division, 18th Army Corps 254

Wessells, Henry W., 4th Division, 18th Army Corps 222

Reports of

Foster, John G 211,212

Potter, Edward E., April 16-17, 1803 218, ^b?,

Prince, Henry, April 4-6, 1863 222

Richmond, Silas P., April 7-10, 1863 237
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Washington, N. C—Continued.

Siege of, and pursuit of Confederate forces, March 30-April 20, 1863.

Eeports of

Spinola, F. B.,

April 1-4, 1863 240

April 8-9, 1863 244,247

Taylor, David A 217

See also

April 9, 1863. Blount's Creek. Action at.

13-21, 1863. Swift Creek Village. Expediiion to.

16-21, 1863. Kinston. Expedition toxvard.

17-19, 1863. Washington. Expediiion to.

20, 1863. Sandy Ridge. Skirmish at.

Skirmish near, Feb. 13, 1863. Reports of

Jocknick, George F 156

Lyniau, Luke 155

Washington, N. C, Comdg. Officer Confederate forces nearest. Corre-

spondence with Edward E. Potter 424

Washington, Depaitment of. Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 57, 608.

Washington, James A. Mentioned 945,956

Washington, John C. Mentioned 924,982

Waterbury, Mr. iJlentioned 333

Waterman, James H. Mentioned 90

Watson, P. H. Mentioned 436

For correspondence, etc., see War Department, JJ. S.

Watts, Thomas H. Mentioned 888

Wave Queen, Steamer. Mentioned 897

Wead, Frederick P. Mentioned 577,737

Webb, W. W. Mentioned 577

Weber, Maz. Mentioned 377

Webster, Ralph C. Mentioned 97

Weehawken, U. S. S. Mentioned 530,533,857

W^elles, Gideon. Mentioned 2,

4, 15, 34, 45, 52, 124, 183, 210, 267, 385, 397, 402, 407, 409, 412, 413, 417-

421, 427, 429, 431, 433, 436, 438, 440,447-449,451,537,587,597,651

For correspondence, etc., see Navy Department, U. S.

Wellman, Abijah J.

Mentioned 92,96,500

Report of engagement at Kinston, N. C, Dec. 14, 1862 98

Wells, Francis S. Mentioned 223

Wells, Henry A. Mentioned 59, 60

Wells, W. W. Mentioned 131,367,369

Wentz, Erasmus L. Mentioned 716, 724

Wenzel, John P. Mentioned 206

WesseUs, Henry W.
Assignments to command 652

Correspondence with

Foster, John G 147,355,721

Spinola, F. B 252,253

Itinerary of 4th Division, 18th Army Corps. Siege of Washington, N. C,
March 15-April 13, 1863 222

Mentioned 20,33,34,38,39,41,42,54-59,74,77,79,81,

85, 92, 94, 98-100, 227, 253, 254, .376, 377, 385, 414, 454. 459, 460, 468-470, 473,

474, 476, 477, 480, 484, 487, 491, 494, 496, 499, 500, 505, 512, 516, 533, 547, 548,

576,594,598, 617,618, 647,652, 668,678,679, 737,982,988,1060,1064,1087
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Wessells, Heiiry 'W.—Coutinued.
°°*''

Report of operations, Deo. 5-21, 1862, during expedition to Goldsborough
J^ C 95

"West Branch, Va. Engagement at mouth of, April 14, 1863. See Jpril 11-

May 4, 1863. Siege of Suffolk, Va. Beports of

Getty, George TV. Pock. John J.

"West, Department of the.* French, Samuel G., assigned to duty in 1077
West End, Steamer. Mentioned 27G

280, 305, 408, 413, 483, 484, 610, 616, 621, 625, 636, 658, 674, 697
West, George. Mentioned X007, 1017
West, James. Mentioned ggO
West, Robert M.

Correspondence with

Keyes, Erasmns D 266,629,693
King, Rnfus 266,612

Mentioned 262-266,595,596,598,601,607,677,693,717,728,729,734,995
West Point, Va.

Affair near, April 16, 1863. See Pamankeij River, Va.

Evacuation of, by Union forces. May 31-June 1, 1863.

Communications from

Army Headquarters 730
Dix, John A 727,732,733
Lee, S.P 731

War Department, C. S 1090,1092
Itinerary of Gordon's division, 4th Corps, May 4-June 1, 1863 372

Report of George H. Gordon 372

Expeditions to,

Jan. 7-9, 1863. See Torfc/oifn, Fa. jBjpedi(ion /rom, Jan. 7-9, 1863.

Jan. 13, 1863.

Communications from Erasmus D. Keyes 515

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army 515

Occupation of, by Union forces, May 7, 1863. Communications from

Army Headquarters 624,701,709

bix, John A 649,690,691,699,701,702,704-706

King, Rnfus 706

Lee, Robert E 1056

Lee, S.P 698,704

Peck, John J 690

See also Dix to Lee, p. 697 ; Bix to Halleck, p. 707.

West Virginia Troops. Mentioned.

Infantry

—

Regiments : 16th, 608.

Wetherill, Samuel. Mentioned 33,125,126,140,280

Wharton, Captain. Mentioned 1047

WTieaton, William L. Mentioned 585,613

For correspondence as A. D. C. aud A. A. A. G., see /nnis N. Palmer.

WTieelan, James N. Mentioned 4,126,133,138,180,303,305

Wheelan, William. Mentioned 19

Wheeler, John J. Mentioned 49, 501,.577

WTiipple, Charles. Mentioned 575, 1093

White, A. Mentioned - 539

White, Alvin. Mentioned 735

W^hite,David B. Mentioned 737

WTiite, Edward. Mentioned H^

* Joseph E. Johnston's geographical command.

76 B E—VOL XVIII
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White HaU, N. C. Engagement at, Dec. 16, 1862. Report of B. H. Robertson. 121

See also Dec. 11-20, 1862. ExpedUion to Goldsborough, N. C. Reports of

Amory, Thomas J. C. HaU, Newton. Pickett, Josiah.

Chambers, John G. Heckman, Charles A. Smith, Gustavns W.
Codman, Charles E. Holbrook, Charles L. Stevenson, Thomas G.

Fellows, John F. Jenney, Edwin S. Taylor, David A.

Foster. John G. Ledlie, James H. Zabrlskie, Abram.

"White HaU Bridge, N. C. Affair at, Dec. 15, 1862. See Dec. 11-20, 1862. Ex-

pedition to Goldaiorough, N. C. Reports of

Foster, John G. Smith, Gustavns W.

White, John E. Mentioned 272,299

Whitehead, U. S. S. Mentioned 223,243,260

Whitehead, Mr. Mentioned 125

Whitehead, Jeff. Mentioned 44

Whitehead, W. B. Mentioned 44

White House, Va.. Expedition to, Jan. 7-9, 1863. See Yorkiown, Va. Expe-

dition from, Jan. 7-9, 1863.

White Oak Creek, N. C. Skirmisli at, Jan. 19, 1863. See New Berne, X. C.

Reconnaissance from, Jan. 17-21, 1863.

Whitford, Edward. Mentioned 1023

Whitford, John D. Mentioned 859

Whitford, John N.
Correspondence with D. H. Hill 1022,1054

Mentioned 194,255,824,914,921,924,971,990,1012,10.53,1074,1085

Whiting, Jasper S. For correspondence, etc., see Adjutant and Inspector Gen-

eraVs Office, C. S. A.

Whiting, W. H. C.

Address to people of 'Wilmingtou, N. C 787

Assignments to command 770

Correspondence with

Adjutant and Inspector General's OflSce, C. S. A 848,913,922

Baker, John A 821,844,850,851,858

Beauregard, G. T 780, 791, 805, 806, 816, 821, 822,

825-827, 833, 836, 838, 839, 842, 850, 871, 875, 881, 1011, 1012, 1017, 1035, 1058

Benbow, H. L 873

Flanner, J. H 1035

Frencli, Samuel G 785,852,855,863,868

Gist, S. R - 801

G wathmey, Washington 843

Harrison, George P., jr 831,851

Hedrick, John J 848

Hill, D. H 893,896,904,910,

972,982,987,1022,1041,1045, 1048, 1049,1052, 1058,1070. 1073, 1076, 1080

Lamb, William 843,857

Longstreet, James 905, 907, 913, 920, 943, 945, 947, 949, 961 , 962, 972, 973

Lynch, W. F 820,863

Navy Department, C. S 1024

Newkirk, Abraham F 808

North Carolina, Governor of 790,879, 887

Ordnance Department, C. S. A 868,1035

Eadcliffe, James D 794

Ehett, T. S 1000

Sharp, R. J 1030

Simonton, Charles H 806
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Page.
Whiting, W. H. C—Continued.

Correspondence with

Smith, Gustavns W 773,780,783,786,789,791,
794, 802-806, 808, 816, 830, 833, 837, 838, 844, 850, 855, 857, 858, 864, 867, 869

Subsistence Department, C. S. A 940
Walker, H. P 1056
War Department, C. S 774,781,782,8653,867,872,875,892,897.

899, 904, 912, 938, 939, 951, 962, 971, 977, 980, 983, 988, 1005, 1024, 1058, 1081
Mentioned 108, 167, 189, 770, 771, 773, 776, 7-2, 783, 787, 788, 793, 794, 801,

809, 832, 833, 8.36, 838, 840, 844, 856, 858, 859, 864-866, 868, 871, 873, 875, 879,

890, 901, 903, 905, 909, 911, 916, 917, 921, 925, 938, 941, 947, 949, 961 , 962, 964,

965, 969, 972, 983, 986, 990, 998, 1000, 1012-1015, 1018, 1023, 1030, 1034, 1059

Eeport of capture of U. S. S. Ellis, on New River, N. C, Nov. 25, 1802 34

"Whitner, "W. H. Mentioned 144

"Whitney, Russell M. Mentioned '. 259
Whitney, Stephen. Mentioned 18, 134,280

Whiton, John C. Mentioned 736

Whitty, Jasper M. Mentioned 1093

Whytal, Thomas G. Mentioned 509

Wido'w, Schooner.

Mentioned 985

• Seizure of. Communications from E. B. Garnett 984

Wiestling, George B. Mentioned 735, 1093

"Wilcox, Cadmus M. Mentioned 704,705

Wild, E. A. Mentioned 6.59,723

WUder, C. B.

Correspondenca with John A. Dix 570,591,739

Mentioned 391,395,570

Wiley, W. J. Mentioned 197.198

Wilkes, Charles. Mentioned 438,555

"Wilkeson, Bayard. Mentioned 134

Willard, Benjamin. Mentioned 880

"WLUard, Blkana. Mentioned 880

"Willard, Lee. Mentioned 880

"Willard, Lucinda. Mentioned 669

"Willard, "William. Mentioned 880

"Willcox, Orlando B. Mentioned 149, 457, 562-565

"William Penn, "Vessel. Mentioned 448

"Williams, Augustus H. D. Mentioned 1093

"Williams, Port, N. C. Fort at Plymouth, N. C. (So called) 644

"Williams, GrifEn S. Mentioned 242

"WUHams, John. Mentioned 880

"Williams, L. B. Meniioned 170

"Williams, R. K. Mentioned 116

"Williams. Seth. Forcorrespondenceas Assistant Adjutant-General, see George

B. McCleUan ; also Joseph Hooker.

"Williams, Thomas. Mentioned 644

Williams, "Willis. Mentioned 14

"Williamsburg, "Va.

Keconnaissance from, Nov. 22, 1862.

Communications from John A. Dix 461

Report of John A. Dix 34

Scout from, Jan. 19, 1863.

Communications from Erasmus D. Keyes 130

Report of William G. McCandless 130
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Page.

'Williai:2sburg, Va.—Continued.

Skirmishes at.

Sept. 9, 1862.

Communications from

Army Headquarters H
Dix, JohnA 387,390

Court-martial in case of Jacob P. Wilson 11-13

Report of John A. Dix 11

March 29, 1863.

Communications from

Busteed, Richard 203,204,206

Dix, JohnA 205

Reports of

Busteed, Richard 203

Lewis, William 205

Tabb, William B 207

Wallace, G. A 208

Wise, Henry A 206

April 11, 1863.

Communications from

Dix, JohnA 728

Keyes, Erasmus D 263-266,595

King, Rnfiis 266

West, Robert M 266

Reports of

Keyes, Erasmus D 262

King, Rufus 262-266

Williamson, Samuel M. Mentioned 148, 150

WillBon, John M.
Mentioned 8,68,368,424,5,59

Report of skirmish at Sandy Ridge, N. C, April 20, 1863 239

Wilmingrton, N. C.

Address to people of. (Whiting) 787

Defenses of (immediate). Communications from

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 770,773,817

Beauregard, G. T 836,838,839,1011,1017

Engineer Department, C. S. A 756

Frobel, B. W 842

Hill, D. H 893,1005

Longstreet, James 913

Lynch, W. F 858

Navy Department, C. S 1023,1024

Rhett, T. S 770

War Department, C. S 912

Whiting, W. H. C 773,

774, 790, 820, 827, 831, 842, 843, 848, 852, 857, 862, 863, 867-869,673,887,

892, 890, 899, 904, 913, 922, 980, 982, 988, 1000, 1005, 1022, 1024, 1049, 1076

See also Vance to Seddon, p. 1027.

Operations about. Communications from

Beauregard, G. T 842,850

Martin, W. F 851

AVhiting, W. H. C 821,842-844,848,850,851,1041,1045,1048,1052

Re-enforcements for. Communications from

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 826, 1031

Beauregard, G. T 816,817,822,825,626,836,1011-1013,1017,1034-1036
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WUmington, N. C—Continued.
*^*"

Re-enforeements for. Communications from

Davis, Jefferson 1015,1082
Gist, S. E S18
Longstreet, James 907,920
Smith, Gustavns \V 770, 776, 782, 788, 792. 816, 830, 832
War Department, C. S . .. 776, 777, 782, 816, 980, 983, 1012, 1015-1017, 1081, 1062
Whiting, W. H. C 773,

774, 780-763, 785-787, 789-791 , 801, 825, 833, 897, 1022, 10.35, 1080, 1081
See also Smith to Lee, p. 786 ; Longstreet to Seddon,^}^. 996, 1014. Also

Notes, pp. 799, 908.

Supplies for. Communications from W. H. C. Whiting 940

Whiting, W. H. C, assigned to command of the Cape Fear River 770

Wilson, Steamer. Mentioned 105, 177,241,242
Wilson, C. C. Mentioned 865,866
Wilson, H. W. Mentioned 59,527

Wilson, Jacob P.

Court-martial in case of 11-13

Mentioned 12,13,390

Wilson, James. Mentioned 272, 299

Wilson, John E. Mentioned 544

Wilson, William R. Mentioned 576,734,1094

Winans, Ira. Mentioned 376,377

Winder, John H.
Correspondence with Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 931

Mentioned 707, 708, 749, 751, 793, 794, 978, 1059, 1062, 1077

Windsor, Va. Skirmishes near.

Dec. 22, 1862. Report of Orris S. Ferry 123

March 9, 1863. See Suffolk, Va. Meconnaisnance from, March 7-9, 1863.

Winfield, N. C. Skirmish at, March 23, 1863. Reports of

Dix, John A 201

Foster, John G 202

Peck, John J 202,203

See also Gihbs to Longstreet, p. 945.

Winnisimmet, Steamer. Mentioned 361

Winston, J. R. Mentioned - 165

Winterbotham, John R. Mentioned 134, 138

Wisconsin Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light^fiatter/es.- 2d, 133,137, 288,294,302, ,303,307, 317,318,377,

468, 487, 576, 677, 734, 1094 ; 4th, 278, 268, 293, 294, 303, 306, 309, 310, 317-

319, 321, 322, 377, 468, 487, 576, 677, 734, 1094.

iDfantTj—Regimenis: 19th, 271,287, 299,303,305,317,318,359,377,468,487,

575. 625, 677, 7:J5, 1093.

Wise, Henry A.
Correspondence with

Conncill, J. Calvin 797-800

Dickinson, William ^09

Dix, John A 664

Duke E. T. W - ^^^

Elzey', Arnold
..''."..'.'.'.'

153, 892, 920, 975, 994, 1006, 1019, 1035

Harman, William 808,809

Smith, GnstavusW 795

Tabb, William B ^^^

Mentioned 262-265,435,464,563,598,600,601,604,607,

610, 622, 628, 629, 641, 651, 652, 673, 684, 728, 733, 751, 759, 762, 764, 786, 793,

800 807, 810, 814, 866, 901, 917, 952, 965-968, 970, 1032, 1036, 1059, 1086, 1088
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"Wise, Henry A.—Contiuned.

Reports of

Olive Branch Church, Va. Skirmish at, Feb. 7, 1863 152

Williamsburg, Va. Skirmish at, March 29, 1863 206

Wise, Peyton. Eeport of ati'air on the Pamunkey River, April 16, 1863 342

Wise's Cross-Roads, N. C. Skirmish at, April 28, 1863. See Kimton, N. C.

Expedition toicard, April 2'7-May 1, 1863.

Wistar, Isaac J.

Assignments to command 686

Itinerary of Reserve Brigade, Department of 'Virginia, during operations

on the Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad, Va., May 15-28, 1863. .. 359

Mentioned 686,729,735

"Withers, John. For correspondence, etc., see A. and I. G.'s Office, C. S. A.

"Woodford, Steiwart L. Mentioned 734

"Woodis, Hunter, Steamer. Mentioned 611

"Woods, Jo. Mentioned 893

"Woodward, Thomas J. Correspondence •with C. ^f . Flusser 462

"Wool, John E. Mentioned 388, 389, 392, 428, 430, 436, 437, 442, 449, 480

Wooten, James. Mentioned 880

"Worth, Gustavus A. Mentioned 280

"Worth, "William K. Mentioned 79

"Worthington, ^W. N. Mentioned 121,122,1051

"Wren, John F. Mentioned 1070

"Wright, A. R. Mentioned 385

"Wright, Clement G. Mentioned 1008, 1074

"Wright, Dempsey. Mentioned 259

"Wright, F. M. Mentioned 788

"Wright, Horatio G. Mentioned 948

"Wright, William. Mentioned 259

"Wright, S. T. Mentioned 144,145,750

"Wyandotte, U. S. S. Mentioned 432,439,444,450,586

"Wyatt, James "W. Mentioned , - 191

yorkto^vn, "Va.

Defenses of.

Board of Army Officers to esamine.

Appointed 379

Eeport of -.. 379

Eevieve of report of, by G. W. Cullum 331

Communications from

Keyes, Erasmus D 378,380

McCIellan, George B 373,374

Peck, John J 391

Memorandum of ordnance and ordnance stores 381

Expeditions from.

Jan. 7-9, 1863.

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army 124

Eeport of Erasmus D. Keyes 124

April 1, 1863.

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., vrith Army 256-258

Reports of

Andrews, 'William S 257

Gillis, J. H 256,258

Keyes, Erasmus D 256
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Page.

Yorktown, Va.—Continued.
Eeconnaissance from, Dec. 11-15, 1862.

Communications from

Dix, John A 479

Naglee, Henry M 479,482

Report of Henry M. Naglee 49

Van Alen, James H. Relieved from command at 427

Toung, George F. Mentioned 274,280

Young, Louis G. Mentioned 103

Young, W. L. Mentioned 849,922,923, 1049

Young's Cross-Roads, N. C.

Expedition to, March 7, 18C3. See Keic Berne, X. C. Expedilion from,

March 6-10, 1863.

Reconnaissance to, Jan. 19, 1863. See JVejo Berne, iV. C. Eeconnaissancefrom,

Jan. 17-21, 1863.

Zabriskie, Abram.
Mentioned 92,501,577,737

Report of expedition to Goldsborough, N. C, Dec. 11-20, 1862 94

Zeigler, M. G. Mentioned 114

Zent, Samuel M. Mentioned 294

Zuni, Va.

Affair near, Oct. 3,1862. See Blackwater, Va. Slcirmish on the, Oct. 3, 18G2.

.Skirmishes at and near,

Oct. 25, 1862. Report of John A. Dix 19

Not. 14, 1862. See Suffolk, Va. Operations about, Xov. 12-14, 1862.

Dec. 8-12 1862. See Blackwater, Va. Eeconnaissance to, Dec. B-l-i, 1862.












